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PREFACE 


I NOW  difcharge  my  promife,  and  complete  my  de— 
fign,  of  writing  the  Hiftory  of  the  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  both  in  the  Weft  and 
the  Eaft.  The  whole  period  extends  from  the  age  of 
Trajan  and  the  Antonines,  to  the  taking  of  Conftan- 
tinople  by  Mahomet  the  fecond ;  and  includes  a  re- 
view of  the.  Crufades  and  the  ftate  of  Rome  during 
the.  middle  ages.  Since  the  publication  of  the  firft 
volume,  twelve  years  have  elapfed ;  twelve  years,  ac- 
cording to  my  .wifh,  "  of  health,  of  leifure,  and  of 
u  perfeverance."  I  may  now  congratulate  my  deliver^ 
ance  from  a  long  and  laborious  fervice,  and  my  fa— 
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tisfaction  will  be  pure  and  perfect,  if  the  public  favour 
fhould  be  extended  to  the  conclufion  of  my  work. 

It  was  my  firft  intention  to  have  collected  under 
one  view,  the  numerous  authors,  of  every  age  and 
language,  from  whom  I  have  derived  the  materials  of 
this  hiftory ;  and  I  am  ftill  convinced  that  the  apparent 
oftentation  would  be  more  than  compenfated  by  real 
ufe.  If  I  have  renounced  this  idea  -  if  I  have  declined 
an  undertaking  which  had  obtained  the  approbation 
of  a  mafter-artift  *,  my  excufe  may  be  found  in  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  afligning  a  proper  meafure  to  fuch 
a  catalogue.  A  naked  lift  of  names  and  editions  would 
not  be  fatisfactory  either  to  myfelf  or  my  readers :  the 
characters  of  the  principal  Authors  of  the  Roman  and 
Byzantine  Hiftory,  have  been  occasionally  connected 
with  the  events  which  they  defcribe  ;  a  more  copious 
and  critical  enquiry  might  indeed  deferve,  but  it  would 
demand,  an  elaborate  volume,  which  might  fwell  by 
degrees  into   a  general   library  of  hiftorical  writers. 

*  See  Dr.  Robertfon's  Preface  to  his  Hiftory  of  America. 
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For  the  prefent  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  renewing 
my  ferious  proteftation,  that  I  have  always  endeavoured 
to  draw  from  the  fountain-head  ;  that  my  curiofity, 
as  well  as  a  fenfe  of  duty,  has  always  urged  me  to 
ftudy  the  originals ;  and  that,  if  they  have  fometimes 
eluded  my  fearch,  I  have  carefully  marked  the  fe- 
condary  evidence,  on  whofe  faith  a  pafTage  or  a  fact 
were  reduced  to  depend. 

I  fhall  foon  revifit  the  banks  of  the  lake  of  Laufanne, 
a  country  which  I  have  known  and  loved  from  my  early 
youth.  Under  a  mild  government,  amidft  a  beauteous 
landlkip,  in  a  life  of  leifure  and  independence,  and 
among  a  people  of  eafy  and  elegant  manners,  I  have 
enjoyed,  and  may  again  hope  to  enjoy,  the  varied 
pleafures  of  retirement  and  fociety.  But  I  fhall  ever 
glory  in  the  name  and  character  of  an  Englifhman  :  I 
am  proud  of  my  birth  in  a  free  and  enlightened  coun- 
try ;  and  the  approbation  of  that  country  is  the  befl  and 
moft  honourable  reward  of  my  labours.    Were  I  am- 
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"bitious  of  any  other  Patron  than  the  public,  I  would 
infcribe  this  work  to  a  Statefman,  who,  in  a  long, 
a  ftormy,  and  at  length  an  unfortunate  adminiftration, 
had  many  political  opponents,  almoft  without  a  per- 
fonal  enemy  :  who  has  retained,  in  his  fall  from  power, 
many  faithful  and  difinterefted  friends  ;  and  who, 
under  the  prelTure  of  fevere  infirmity,  enjoys  the 
lively  vigour  of  his  mind,  and  the  felicity  of  his  in- 
comparable temper.  Lord  North  will  permit  me  to 
exprefs  the  feelings  of  friendfhip  in  the  language  of 
truth :  but  even  truth  and  friendfhip  fhould  be  iiient, 
if  he  ftill  difpenfed  the  favours  of  the  crown. 

In  a  remote  folitude,  vanity  may  ftill  whifper  in  my 
car,  that  my  readers,  perhaps,  may  enquire,  whether, 
in  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  work,  I  am  now  taking 
an  everlafting  farewell.  They  fhall  hear  all  that  I 
know  myfelf,  all  that  I  could  reveal  to  the  moft  in- 
timate friend.  The  motives  of  action  or  iilence  are 
now  equally  balanced ;   nor  can  I  pronounce  in  my 
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moft  fecret  thoughts,  on  which  fide  the  fcale  will  pre- 
ponderate. I  cannot  diffemble  that  fix  ample  quartos 
mud  have  tried,  and  may  have  exhaufted,  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Public  ;  that,  in  the  repetition  of  fimilar 
attempts,  a  fuccefsful  Author  has  much  more  to  lofe, 
than  he  can  hope  to  gain ;  that  I  am  now  defcending 
into  the  vale  of  years  ;  and  that  the  mod  relpecliable  of 
my  countrymen,  the  men  whom  I  afpire  to  imitate,  have 
refigned  the  pen  of  hiftory  about  the  fame  period  of 
their  lives.  Yet  I  confider  that  the  annals  of  ancient 
and  modern  times  may  afford  many  rich  and  interefting 
fubje&s ;  that  I  am  frill  pofferTed  of  health  and  leifure  ; 
that  by  the  practice  of  writing,  fome  (kill  and  facility 
muft  be  acquired ;  and  that  in  the  ardent  purfuit  of 
truth  and  knowledge,  I  am  not  confcious  of  decay. 
To  an  aclive  mind,  indolence  is  more  painful  than  la- 
bour ;  and  the  firft  months  of  my  liberty  will  be  oc- 
cupied and  amufed  in  the  excurfions  of  curiofity  and 
tafte.  By  fuch  temptations,  I  have  been  fometimes 
feduced  from  the  rigid  duty  even  of  a  pleafing  and 

voluntary 
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voluntary  tafk :  but  my  time  will  now  be  my  own  ; 
and  in  the  ufe  or  abufe  of  independence,  I  mall  no 
longer  fear  my  own  reproaches  or  thofe  of  my  friends. 
I  am  fairly  entitled  to  a  year  of  jubilee  :  next  fummer 
and  the  following  winter  will  rapidly  pafs  away ; 
and  experience  only  can  determine  whether  I  fhall 
itill  prefer  the  freedom  and  variety  of  ftudy  to  the 
defign  and  composition  of  a  regular  work,  which 
animates,  while  it  confines,  the  daily  application  of 
the  Author.  Caprice  and  accident  may  influence  my 
choice ;  but  the  dexterity  of  felf-love  will  contrive  to 
applaud  either  active  induftry,  or  philofophic  repofe. 

• 

Downing-Street, 
May  i,  1788. 
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P.  S.  I  fliall  embrace  this  opportunity  of  introducing  two  verbal 
remarks,  which  have  not  conveniently  offered  themfelves  to  my 
notice.  I.  As  often  as  I  ufe  the  definitions  of  beyo?id  the  Alps,  the 
Rhine,  the  Danube,  &c.  I  generally  fuppofe  myfelf  at  Rome,  and 
afterwards  at  Conftantinople  ;  without  obferving  whether  this  relative 
geography  may  agree  with  the  local,  but  variable,  fituation  of  the 
reader,  or  the  hiftorian.  i.  In  proper  names  of  foreign,  and  efpe- 
cially  of  Oriental  origin,  it  mould  be  always  our  aim  to  exprefs  in 
our  Englifh  verfion,  a  faithful  copy  of  the  original.  But  this  rule, 
which  is  founded  on  a  jufl  regard  to  uniformity  and  truth,  mud 
often  be  relaxed ;  and  the  exceptions  will  be  limited  or  enlarged  by 
the  cuftom  of  the  language  and  the  tafte  of  the  interpreter.  Our 
alphabets  may  be  often  defective  :  a  harfh  found,  an  uncouth  fpel- 
ling,  might  offend  the  ear  or  the  eye  of  our  countrymen ;  and  fome 
words,  notorioufly  corrupt,  are  fixed,  and,  as  it  were,  naturalifed 
in  the  vulgar  tongue.  The  prophet  Mohammed  can  no  longer  be 
ftripped  of  the  famous,  though  improper  appellation  of  Mahomet : 
the  well-known  cities  of  Aleppo,  Damafcus,  and  Cairo,  would  al- 
moft  be  loft  in  the  ftrange  defcriptions  of  Hakb1  DemaJJjk,  and  Al 
Cahira  :  the  titles  and  offices  of  the  Ottoman  empire  are  fafhioned 
by  the  practice  of  three  hundred  years ;  and  we  are  pleafed  to  blend 
the  three  Chinefe  monofyllables,  Con-fu-tzee  in  the  refpectablc  name 
of  Confucius,  or  even  to  adopt  the  Portuguefe  corruption  of  Man- 
darin.   But  I  would  vary  the  ufe  of  Zoroafter  and  Zerdufit^  as  I 

5  drew 


PREFACE. 


drew  my  information  from  Greece  or  Perfia  t  fince  our  connection 
■with  India,  the  genuine  Timour  is  reftored  to  the  throne  of  Tamer- 
lane :  our  moft  correct  writers  have  retrenched  the  the  fuper- 
fiuous  article,  from  the  Koran ;  and  we  efcape  an  ambiguous  termi- 
nation, by  adopting  Mo/Jem  inftead  of  Mufulman,  in  the  plural 
number.  In  thefe,  and  in  a  thoufand  examples,  the  fhades  of 
diftin&ion  are  often  minute ;  and  I  can  feel,  where  I  cannot  ex- 
plain,, the  motives  of  my  choice. 

^j3  At  the  end  of  the  Hiftory,  the  reader  will  find  a  General  Index 
to  the  Six  Volumes,  which  has  been  drawn  up  by  a  perfon 
frequently  employed  in  works  of  this  nature. 


TABLE 


TABLE    of  CONTENTS 

OF  THE 

FOURTH  VOLUME. 


G  H  A  P.  XXXIX. 

Zeno  and  Anaftafius,  Emperors  of  the 
Eajt. — Birth,  Education,  and  firft  Ex- 
ploits of  Theodoric  the  Oftrogoth.-— 
His  Invajion  and  Conqueft  of  Italy. — 
The  Gothic  Kingdom  of  Italy. — State  of 
the  Weft. — Military  and  Civil  Govern- 
ment. —  The  Senator  Boethius .  —  Laft 
Acls  and  Death  of  Theodoric. 


A.D. 

4.55—475.  T>IRTH  and  Education  of  The- 
JJ  odoric 

474—  49  1 .  The  Reign  of  Zeno 
491 — 518.  of  Anaftafius 

475 —  488.  Service  and  Revolt  of  Theodoric 
489  He  undertakes  the  Conqueft  of  Italy 

His  march 

489 — 490.  The  three  Defeats  of  Odoacer 

493  His  Capitulation  and  Death 

493 — 526.  Reign  of  Theodoric,  King  of  Italy' 

Partition  of  Lands 

Separation  of  the  Goths  and  Italians 

Foreign  Policy  of  Theodoric 

His  defenfive  Wars 

Vol.  IV. 


Page 
2 

4 
5 
6 
8 

9 
10 
12 
J3 
H 

JS 
16 

18 


A.  D.  Page 

509  His  Naval  Armaments               -  20 

Civil  Government  of  Italy  according  to 

the  Roman  Laws  -  21 
Profperity  of  Rome  23 
500  Vilit  of  Theodoric  -  24 
Flouriftiing  State  of  Italy  -  26 
Theodoric  an  Arian  -  -  28 
His  Toleration  of  the  Catholics  -  ib. 
Vices  of  his  Government  -  30 
He  is  provoked  to  perfecute  the  Catholics  3 1 
Character,  Studies,  and  Honours,  of  Boe- 
thius^ -  -  33 
His  Patriotifm  -  36 
He  is  accufed  of  Treafon              -  37 

524  His  Imprifonment  and  Death            -  38 

525  Death  of  Symmachus                -  35) 

526  Remorfe  and  Death  of  Theodoric  40 

CHAP.  XL. 

Elevation  of  Juftin  the  Elder. — Reign  of 
Juftinian: — I.  The  Emprefs  Theodora. 
— II.  Fail  ions  of  the  Circus,  and  Sedi- 
tion of  Conftantinople. — III.  Trade  and 
Manufaclure  of  Silk.—  IV.  Finances 
&  and 


CONTENTS 


and  Taxes. — V.  Edifices  of  Juftinian. 
— Church  of  St.  Sophia. — Fortifications 
and  Frontiers  of  the  Eaftern  Empire. — 
"VI.  Abolition  of  the  Schools  of  Athens ; 


and  the  Confulfhip  of  Rome. 

A.D.  Page 

482  or  483.  Birth  of  the  Emperor  Juftinian  43 
518  —  527.  Elevation  and  Reign  of  his  Uncle 

Juftin  I.  -  .  -  44 
520 — 527.  Adoption  and  Succeffion  of  Juftinian  45 
527 — 565.  The  Reign  of  Juftinian  -  48 
Character  and  Hiftories  of  Procopius  ib. 
Divifion  of  the  Reign  of  Juftinian  -  5  1 
Birth  and  Vkes  of  the  Emprefs  Theodora  ib. 
Her  Marriage  with  Juftinian  -  54 
Her  Tyranny  -  -  56 
Her  Virtues  -  -  -  57 
548  And  Death  -  -  59 
The  Faftions  of  the  Circus  -  vo* 
At  Rome  -  -  6 1 
They  diftratt  Conftantinople  and  the  Eaft  ib. 
Juftinian  favours  the  Blues  -  62 
^•3  2  Sedition  of  Conftantinople,  furnamed  Nika  64 
The  Diftrefs  of  Juftinian  -  67 
Firmnefs  of  Theodora  -  68 
The  Sedition  is  fuppreffed  -  69 
Agriculture  and  Manufactures  of  the  Eaft- 
ern Empire  -  -  ib. 
The  Ufe  of  Silk  by  the  Romans  -  7 1 
Importation  from  China  by  Land  and  Sea  73 
Introduction  of  Silk-worms  into  Greece  77 
State  of  the  Revenue  -  79 
Avarice  and  Profufion  of  Juftinian  80 
Pernicious  Savings  -  81 
Remittances  .-  -  82 
Taxes  -  -  "83 
Monopolies  -  -  ib. 
Venality  -  -  84 
Teftaments  -  -  85 
The  Minifters  of  Juftinian  -  86 
John  of  Cappadocia  -  ib. 
His  Edifices  and  Architects  -  88 
Foundation  of  the  Church  of  St.  Sophia  91 
Defcription  --  -  93 
Marbles  >-  -  -  .94 
Riches  -  -  95 
9 


A.D.  Page 

Churches  and  Palaces       -             -  96 

Fortifications  of  Europe              -  98 

Security  of  Afia  after  the  Conqueft  of 

Ifauria              -              -  102 

Fortifications  of  the  Empire,    from  the 

Euxine  to  the  Perfian  Frontier  -  104 

488  Death  of  Perozes,  King  of  Perfia  107 

502 — 505.  The  Perfian  War            -  ic8 

Fortifications  of  Dara               -  109 

The  Cafpian  or  Iberian  Gates         -  no 

The  Schools  of  Athens              -  112 

They  are  fuppreffed  by  Juftinian  1 16 

Proclus           -              -              -  117 

485 — 529.  His  Succeffors              -  n8 

The  laft  of  the  Philofophers           -  119 

541  The  Roman  Confulfhip  extinguifhed  by 

Juftinian              -              -  •  ib. 


CHAP.  XLI. 

Conquejls  of  Juftinian  in  the  Weft. — Cha- 
racter and  firft  Campaigns  of  Belifarius. 
— He  invades  and  fubdues  the  Vandal 
Kingdom  of  Africa. — His  'Triumph. — 
The  Gothic  War. — He  recovers  Sicily, 
Naples,  and  Rome. — Siege  of  Rome  by 
the  Goths. — Their  Retreat  and  Loffes. 
— Surrender  of  Ravenna. — Glory  of  Be- 
lifarius. — His  domeftic  Shame  and  Mif- 


f or  tunes. 

A.  D.  Page 

533  Juftinian  refolves  to  invade  Africa       -  122 

523 — 530.  State  of  the  Vandals.    Hilderic  123 

530  —  534.  Gelimer            -             -  \za 

Debates  on  the  African  War           -  125 

Character  and  Choice  of  Belifarius  127 

529 — 532.  His  Services  in  the  Perfian  War  ib. 

533  Preparations  for  the  African  War  -  129 
Departure  of  the  Fleet  -  132 
Belifarius  lands  on  the  Coaft  of  Africa  134 
Defeats  the  Vandals  in  a  firft  Battle  137 
Reduction  of  Carthage  -  139 
Final  Defeat  of  Gelimer  and  the  Vandals  142 

534  Conqueft  of  Africa  by  Belifarius        -  146 


Diftrefs 


C     G  N 


T  E 


NTS. 


A.D. 

Diftrefs  and  Captivity  of  Gelimer 
Return  and  Triumph  of  Belifarius 

535  His  fole  Confulfhip 

End  of  Gelimer  and  the  Vandals 
Manners  and  Df  feat  of  the  Moors 
Neutrality  of  the  Vifigoths 

550 — 620.  Conquelts  of  the  Romans  in  Spain 

534  Belifarius  threatens  the  Oftrogoths  of  Italy 
522 — 534.  Government  and  Death  of  Amala- 

fontha,  Queen  of  Italy 

535  Her  Exile  and  Death 

Belifarius  invades  and  fubdues  Sicily 
534. — 536.  Reign  and  Weaknefs  of  Theodatus, 

the  Gothic  King  of  Italy 
537  Belifarius  invades  Italy,  and  reduces  Naples 
536 — 540.  Vitiges,  King  of  Italy 

536  Belifarius  enters  Rome 

537  Siege  of  Rome  by  the  Goths 
Valour  of  Belifarius 

His  Defence  of  Rome 

Repulfes  a  general  Afi'ault  of  the  Goths 

His  Sallies.  -  -  * 

Diftrefs  of  the  City 

Exile  of  Pope  Sylverius 

Deliverance  of  the  City 

Belifarius  recovers  many  Cities  of  Italy 

538  The  Goths  raife  the  Siege  of  Rome 
Lofe  Rimini 

Retire  to  Ravenna 
Jealoufy  of  the  Roman  Generals 
Death  of  Conftantine 
The  Eunuch  Narfes 
Firmnefs  and  Authority  of  Belifarius 
5-38,  539.  Invafion  of  Italy  by  the  Franks 
Deftruftion  of  Milan 
Belifarius  befieges  Ravenna 

539  Subdues  the  Gothic  Kingdom  of  Italy 
Captivity  of  Vitiges 

540  Return  and  Glory  of  Belifarius 
Secret  Hiftory  of  his  V/ife  Antonina 
Her  Lover  Theodofius 

Refentment  of  Belifarius  and  her  Son  Pho- 
tius 

Perfecution  of  her  Son 

Difgrace  and  Submiflion  of  Belifarius 


Page 
148 

ISI 
»53 
*54 
156 
158 

*59 
160 

161 
165 
ib. 

168 
170 

173 

*75 
176 

178 

ib. 

181 

i33 
184 

186 
187 
190 
191 
192 
193 

ib. 

ib. 
194 

»95 
ib. 

196 

198 

200 

201 

ib. 

204 


207 
208 
209 


CHAP.  XLII. 

State  of  the  Barbaric  World.— Eft  ablijh- 
ment  of  the  Lombards  on  the  Danube, 
— Tribes  and  Inroads  of  the  Sclavo- 
nians. — Origin,  Empire,  and  Embajfies 
of  the  Turks. — The  Flight  of  the  Avars. 
—  Chofroes  I.  or  Nujhirvan  King  of 
Perfia. — His  profperous  Reign  and  Wars 
with  the  Romans.  —  The  Colchian  or 
Lazic  War. — The  ^Ethiopians. 


A.D. 


Page 


527—56^.  Weaknefs  of  the  Empire  of  Jufti- 
nian 

State  of  the  Barbarians  v 
The  Gepidas 
The  Lombards 
The  Sclavonians 

Their  Inroads  ... 
545  Origin  and  Monarchy  of  the  Turks  in 
Afia 

The  Avars  fly  before  the  Turks,  and  ap- 
proach the  Empire 
558  Their  Embaffy  to  Conftantiaople 
569 — 582.  Embames  of  the  Turks  and  Romans  230 
500 — 530.  State  of  Perfia 
53 1 — 579-  Reign  of  Nufhirvan,  or  Chofroes 

His  Love  of  Learning 
533 — 539.  Peace  and  War  with  the  Romans 
540  He  invades  Syria 

And  ruins  Antioch 
541 .  Defence  of  the  Eaft  by  Belifarius 

Defcription  of  Colchos,  Lazica,  or  Min- 
grelia- 

Manners  of  the  Natives 
Revolutions  of  Colchos 
Under  the  Perfians,  before  Chrift,  500 
Under  the  Romans,  before  Chriil,  60 
Vifit  of  Arrian 
Conrerlion  of  the  Lazi 
542 — 549.  Revolt  and  Repentance  of  the  Col- 
chians 

549 — 551.  Siege  of  Petra 
549 — 556.  The  Colchian  or  Lazic  War 


»3° 
522 


212 
215 
ib. 
ib. 
218 
220 

223 

227 
228 


2  33 

235 
238 
241 

243 

2+5 
247 


250 
252 

255 
ib. 

ib. 

256 

257 


ib. 


259 
261 


a  2 


540 — 561.  Negc- 


C     O     N  T 


E     N     T  S. 


A.D.  Page 
540—561.  Negoeiations  and  Treaties  between 

Juflinian  and  Chofroes  -  264 

522  Conquefts  of  the  Abyffinians  -  267 

533  Their  Alliance  with  Juftinian       -  268 


CHAP.  XLIII. 

Rebellions  of  Africa. — Reftoration  of  the 
Gothic  Kingdom  by  Totila. — Lofs  and 
Recovery  of  Rome. — Final  Conquefl  of 
Italy  by  Narfes. — Extinction  of  the 
Oftrogoths. — Defeat  of  the  Franks  and 
Alemanni. — Laft  Viclory,  Difgrace,  and 
Death  of  Belijarius. — Death  and  Cha- 
racter of  Juflinian. —  Comets}  Earth- 
quakes, and  Plague. 


A.D. 

535 — 545.  The  Troubles  of  Africa 

543 —  558.  Rebellion  of  the  Moors 
540  Revolt  of  the  Goths 

541 — 544.  Victories  of  Totila,  King  of  Italy 
Contrail  of  Greek  Vice  and  Gothic  Virtue 

544 —  548.  Second  Command  of  Belifarius  in 

Italy 

546  Rome  befieged  by  the  Goths 
Attempt  of  Belifarius 
Rome  taken  by  the  Goths 

547  Recovered  by  Belifarius 

548  Final  Recal  of  Belifarius 

549  Rcme  again  taken  by  the  Goths 

549 — 551.  Preparations  of  Juftinian  for  the 
Gothic  War 

552  Character  and  Expedition  of  the  Eunuch 

Narfes 

Defeat  and  Death  of  Totila 
Conqueft  of  Rome  by  Narfes 

553  Defeat  and  Death  of  Teias,  the  laft  King 

of  the  Goths 
Invafion  of  Italy  by  the  Franks  and  Ala- 
manni 

5jj4  Defeat  of  the  Franks  and  Alamanni  by 
Narfes 

554 — 568.  Settlement  of  Italy 


Page 
271 
275 
277 
278 
280 

282 
284 
286 
287 
290 
292 
294 

296 

298 
301 

3°4 

3°5 
308 

3°9 
312 


A.D. 

559  Invafion  of  the  Bulgarians 
Laft  Victory  of  Belifarius 
561  His  Difgrace  and  Death 
565  Death  and  Character  of  Juftinian 
5 3 1  •  539-  Comets 
Earthquakes 
542  Plague — its  Origin  and  Nature 
542 — 594.  Extent  and  Duration 

CHAP.  XLIV. 


Pag* 

314 
316 

5*7 
320 

322 

325 

327 

33° 


Idea  of  the  Roman  Jur  if  prudence. — The 
Laws  of  the  Kings. — The  Twelve  Tables 
of  the  Decemvirs. — The  Laws  of  the 
People. — The  Decrees  of  the  Senate. — 
The  Edicls  of  the  Magiftrates  and  Em- 
perors.— Authority  of  the  Civilians. — 
Code,  Pandecls,  Novels,  and  Inftitutes 
of  Juftinian: — I.  Rights  of  Perfons. — 
II.  Rights  of  Things.  —  III.  Private 
Injuries  and  Aclions. — IV.  Crimes  and 
Punifhments. 


The  Civil  or  Roman  Law 

Laws  of  the  Kings  of  Rome 

The  Twelve  Tables  of  the  Decemvirs 

Their  Character  and  Influence 

Laws  of  the  People 

Decrees  of  the  Senate 

Edicts  of  the  Praetors 

The  perpetual  Edict 

Conftitutions  of  the  Emperors 

Their  Legiflative  Power 

Their  Refcripts 
'  Forms  of  the  Roman  Law 

Succeffion  of  the  Civil  Lawyers 
A.U.C. 
303—648.  The  firft  Period 
648-988.  Second  Period 
988  — 1230.  Third  Period 

Their  Philofophy 

Authority 

Sects  ... 


Page 
332 
334 
335 
33» 
339 
34i 
ib. 

343 
ib. 

344 

345 
346 
348 

349 
ib. 

35° 
35i 
352 
354 
527  Rc- 


CON 

A.  D. 

527  Reformation  of  the  Roman  Law  by  Jufti- 
nian 

527  —  546.  Tribonian 

528,  529.  The  Code  of  Juftinian 

530 — 533.  The  Pandects  or  Digeft 

Praife  and  Cenfure  of  the  Code  and  Pan 
dects 

Lofs  of  the  ancient  Jurifprudence 
Legal  Inconftancy  of  Juftinian 

534  Second  Edition  of  the  Code 

534 — 565.  The  Novels 

533  The  Inftitutes 

I.  Of  Persons.    Freemen  and  Slaves 
Fathers  and  Children 

Limitations  of  the  paternal  Authority 
Hufbands  and  Wives 
The  religious  Rites  of  Marriage 
Freedom  of  the  Matrimonial  Contract 
Liberty  and  Abufe  of  Divorce 
Limitations  of  the  Liberty  of  Divorce 
Inceft,  Concubines,  and  Baftards 
Guardians  and  Wards 

II.  Of  Things.    Right  of  Property 
Of  Inheritance  and  Succeflion 

Civil  Degrees  of  Kindred 
Introduction  and  Liberty  of  Teftaments 
Legacies 

Codicils  and  Trufts 

III.  Of  Actions 
Promifes 
Benefits  - 
Intereft  of  Mosey 
Injuries  - 

IV.  Of  Crimes  and  Punishments 
Severity  of  the  Twelve  Tables 
Abolition  or  Oblivion  of  penal  Laws 
Revival  of  capital  Puniftiments 
Meafure  of  Guilt        .  - 
Unnatural  Vice 

Rigour  of  the  Chriftian  Emperors 
Judgments  of  the  People 
Select  Judges 
AfTeflbrs 

Voluntary  Exile  and  Death 
Abufes  of  Civil  Jurifprudence 


TENT  S. 

Page 

CHAP.  XLV. 


357  Reign  of  the  younger  Jujiin. — Embaffy  of 

358  the  Avars. — Their  Settlement  on  the 

359  Danube. — Conqueft  of  Italy  by  the  Lorn- 
36l  bards. — Adoption  and  Reign  of  Tibe- 
363  rius.  —  Of  Maurice.  —  State  of  Italy 
365  under  the  Lombards  and  the  Exarchs. 

— Of  Ravenna. — Diftrefs  of  Rome. — 

367  Character  and  Pontificate  of  Gregory 

it>-  the  Firft. 

37°  A.  D.  Page 

372  565  Death  of  Juftinian                -  417 

374  565 — 574.  Reign  of  Juftin  II.  or  the  Younger  418 

ib-  566  His  Confullhip            -             .  4i9 

376  Embaffy  of  the  Avars  -  ib. 

377  Alboin,King  of  the  Lombards — his  Valour, 
379  Love,  and  Revenge             -  421 
3^'  The  Lombards  and  Avars  deftroy  the  King 
3^3  and  Kingdom  of  the  Gepids        -  423 
3^4-  567  Alboin  undertakes  the  Conqueft  of  Italy  425 
387  Difaffection  and  Death  of  Narfes       -  4.26 
3°°  568—570.  Conqueft  of  a  great  Part  of  Italy  by 
39°  the  Lombards                 -  428 

391  573  Alboin  is  murdered  by  his  Wife  Rofamond  430 

392  Her  Flight  and  Death  -  432 

393  Clepho,  King  of  the  Lombards        -  433 

394  Weaknefs  of  the  Emperor  Juftin  ib. 

395  574  Aflbciation  of  Tiberius  -  435 

396  578  Death  of  Juftin  II.  -           -  436 

397  578—582.  Reign  of  Tiberius  II.  -  ib. 
399  His  Virtues              -              -  438 

l°'  582—602.  The  Reign  of  Maurice         -  439 

4°2  Diftrefs  of  Italy          -           -  +4o 

4°4  584 — 590.  Autharis,  King  of  the  Lombards  442 

406  'jflg  Exarchate  of  Ravenna           -  443 

4°7  The  Kingdom  of  the  Lombards        -  445 

4°8  Language  and  Manners  of  the  Lombards  ib. 

4IQ  Drefs  and  Marriage               -  448 

411  Government  -             -  450 

412  643  Laws  -  -  451 
4'3  Mifery  of  Rome  -  -  453 
4'4  The  Tombs  and  Relics  of  the  Apoftles  455 

Birch  and  Profeflion  of  Gregory  the  Ro- 
man -  -  456 
590—604.  Pon- 


C     O     N  T 


E     N     T  S. 


1  age 

1—604.  Pontificate  of  Gregory  the 

Great, 

or  Firft 

45? 

His  fpiritual  Office 

ib. 

And  temporal  Government 

460 

His  Eftates 

ib. 

And  Alms 

461 

The  Saviour  of  Rome 

463 

CHAP.  XLVI. 

Revolutions  of  Perfia  after  the  Death  of 
Chofroes  or  Nufhirvan. — His  Son-  Hor- 
mouz, a  Tyrant,  is  depqfed. — Ufurpation 
of  Baharam. — Flight  and  Reft oration  of 
Chofroes  II. — His  Gratitude  to  the  Ro- 
mans.— The  Chagan  of  the  Avars. — 
Revolt  of  the.  Army  againft  Maurice, 
— His  Death. — Tyranny  of  Phocas.—" 
Elevation  of  Heraclius.  —  The  Perfian 
War.  —  Chofroes  Jubdues  Syria,  Egypt, 
and  Afia  Minor. — Siege  of  Conftanti- 
nople by  the  Per/tans  and  Avars. — Per- 
fian Expeditions. — Viclories  and  Triumph 


of  Heraclius, 

A.D.  Page 

Conteft  of  Rome  and  Perfia          -  464 

570  Conqueft  of  Yemen  by  Nufhirvan  465 

572  His  laft  War  with  the  Romans         -  466 

579  His  Death              -               -  468 
-79 — 590.  Tyranny  and  Vices  of  his  fon  Hor- 

mouz              -               -  ib. 
390  Exploits  of  Bahram              -  471 
His  Rebellion             -              -  473 
Hormouz  is  depofed  and  imprifoned  ib. 
Elevation  of  his  Son  Chofroes          -  475 
Death  of  Hormouz          -           -  476 
Chofroes  flies  to  the  Romans            -  ib. 
His  Return,  and  final  Victory        -  478 
Death  of  Bahram           -              -  ib. 
591  —  603.  Reftoration  and  Policy  of  Chofroes  479 
570  —  600.  Pride,  Policy,  and  Power  of  the  Cha- 
gan of  the  Avars               -  48 1 
595  —  602.  Wars  of  Maurice  againft  the  Avars  486  . 


A.  D.  K2e 

State  of  the  Roman  Armies  -  488 

Their  Difcontent  -  -  489 

And  Rebellion        -  -  490 

602  Election  of  Phocas  -  -  49  r 
Revolt  of  Conftantinople  -  ib. 
Death  of  Maurice  and  his  Children  493 

602—610.  Phocas  Emperor  -  494 

His  Character  -  -  495 

And  Tyranny  -  -  496 

610  His  Fall  and  Death  -  497 
610 — 642.  Reign  of  Heraclius           -  499 

603  Chofroes  invades  the  Roman  Empire  ib. 

611  His  Conqueft  of  Syria  -  501 
614  Of  Paleftine  -  -  502 
616  Of  Egypt          -  503 

Of  Afia  Minor  -  -  ib. 

His  Reign  and  Magnificence  -  ib. 

610 — 622.  Diftrefs  of  Heraclius  -  506 

He  folicits  Peace  -  508 

621  His  Preparations  for  War  -  509 

622  Firft  Expedition  of  Heraclius  againft  the 

Perfians  -  -  5.1 1 

623,  624,  625.  His  fecond  Expedition       -  514 

626  Deliverance  of  Conftantinople  from  the 

Perfians  and  Avars  -  518 

Alliances  and  Conquefts  of  Heraclius  521 

627  His  third  Expedition  -  522 
And  Viclories  -  -  523 
Flight  of  Chofroes                -  525 

628  He  is  depofed  -  -  527 
And  murdered  by  his  Son  Siroes  -  528 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  two  Empires  ib. 


CHAP.    XL  VII. 

Theological  Hiftory  of  the  Doclrine  of  the 
Incarnation.  —  The  Human  and  Divine 
Nature  of  Chrift. — Enmity  of  the  Pa- 
triarchs of  Alexandria  and  Conftanti- 
nople.— St.  Cyril  and  Neftorius. — Third 
General  Council  of  Ephefus. — Herefy  of 
Eutyches. — Fourth  General  Council  of 
Chalcedon.  —  Civil  and  Ecclefiaftical 
Difcord.  —  Intolerance  of  fuftinian.  — 

The 


CONTENTS. 


The  Three  Chapters. — The  Monothelite 
Controversy. — State  of    the  Oriental 


Setts:  —  I.  The  Nejlorians.  —  II.  The 
Jacobites.  —  III.  The  Maronites.  — 
IV.  The  Armenians. — V.  The  Copts, 
— VI.  The  Abyjfmians, 

A.  D.  Page 

The  Incarnation  of  Chrift            -  532 

I.  A  pure  Man  to  the  Ebionites  -  533 
His  Birth  and  Elevation             -  535 

II.  A  pure  God  to  the  Docetes  -  537 
His  incorruptible  Body              -  538 

III.  Double  Nature  of  Cerinthus  540 

IV.  Divine  Incarnation  of  Apollinaris  542 

V.  Orthodox  Confent  and  verbal  Difputes  544 
412—444.  Cyril,  Patriarch  of  Alexandria  545 
413,  414,  415.  His  Tyranny  -  547 
428  Neftorius,  Patriarch  of  Conftantinople  550 
429 — 431.  His  Herefy  -  551 
43 j  Firft  Council  of  Ephefus             -  554 

Condemnation  of  Neftorius            -  556 

Oppofition  of  the  Orientals           -  557 

431 — 435.  Vifiory  of  Cyril             -  559 

435  Exile  of  Neftorius           -            -  561 

448  Herefy  of  Eutyches                -  563 

449  Second  Council  of  Ephefus  -  564 
451  Council  of  Chalcedon              -  566 

Faith  of  Chalcedon          -          -  569 

451 — 482.  Difcord  of  the  Ealt          -  571 

482  The  Henoticon  of  Zeno  -  572 
508 — 518.  The  Trifagion,  and  religious  War, 

till  the  Death  of  Anaftafms         -  575 
514  Firft  religious  War                -  577 
519—565.  Theological  Character  and  Govern- 
ment of  JulHnian               -  ib. 
His  Perfection  of  Heretics          -  579 


A.D.  Ta^. 

Of  Pagans               -              -  580 

Of  Jews               -              -  581 

Of  Samaritans                 -  ib. 

His  Orthodoxy           -              -  582 

532 — 698.  The  three  Chapters  -  583 
553  Vlh  general  Council;  II4  of  Conftanti- 

nople               -               -  584 

564  Herefy  of  Juftinian              -  585 

629  The  Monothelite  Controverfy         -  586 

639  The  Eclhefis  of  Heraclius            -  587 

648  The  Type  of  Conftans  -  ib. 
680,  681.  VIth  general  Council :  II4  of  Con- 

ftantinople              -              -  588 

Union  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Churches  590 

Perpetual  Separation  of  the  Oriental  Seels  591 

I.  The  Nestorians  -  593 
500  Sole  Mafters  of  Perlia  -  595 
500 — 1200.  Their  Millions  in  Tartary,  India, 

China,  &c.           -              -  596 

883  The  Chriftians  of  St.  Thomas  in  India  599 

II.  The  Jacobites             -  602 

III.  The  Maronites            -  605 

IV.  The  Armenians              -  607 

V.  The  Copts  or  Egyjtians  610 
537 — 5^8.  The  Patriarch  Theodofius  ib. 
538  Paul  -  -  ib. 
551  Apollinaris  -  -  611 
580  Eulogius  -  -  ib. 
609  John                 -                 -  612 

Their  Separation  and  Decay         -  ib. 

625—661.  Benjamin,  the  Jacobite  Patriarch  614 

VI.  The  Abyssinians  and  Nubians  615 
530  Church  of  Abyflinia               -  616 

1525  — 1550.  The  Portuguefe  in  Abyflinia  617 

1557  Miflion  of  the  Jefuits               -  618 

1626  Converfion  of  the  Emperor          -  619 

1632  Final  Expulfion  of  the  Jefuits        -  620 


THE 


THE 

HISTORY 

'    OF  THE 

DECLINE    and  FALL 

OF  THE 

ROMAN  EMPIRE, 


CHAP.  XXXIX. 

Zeno  and  Anaftafiusy  Emperors  of  the  Eaft. — Birthy 
Education,  and  firjl  Exploits  of  Theodoric  the  Oftro- 
goth.—His  Invaf.on  a?id  Conqueft  of  Italy. — The 
Gothic  Kingdom  of  Italy. — State  of  the  Weft. — Mili- 
tary and  Civil  Government. — The  Senator  Boethius. — 
Eaft  Abls  and  Death  of  Theodoric* 


A 


FTER  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  in  the  Weft,  an  in-  c  H  A  P. 
terval  of  fifty  years,  till  the  memorable  reign  of  Juftinian,  v  *, 
is  faintly  marked  by  the  obfcure  names  and  imperfect  annals    ^  P* 
of  Zeno,  Anaftafius,  and  Juftin,  who  fucceflively  afcended  the 
throne  of  Conftantinople.    During  the  fame  period,  Italy  revived 
and  flourifhed  under  the  government  of  a  Gothic  king,  who  might 
Vol.  IV.  6  have 
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chap,  have  deferved  a  ftatue  among  the  beft  and  braveft  of  the  ancient 

XXXIX* 

«  *  »  Romans. 

Birth  and  ■  Theodoric  the  Oftrogoth,  the  fourteenth  in  lineal  defcent  of 
Theodoric.  the  royal  line  of  the  Amah1,  was  born  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
45^.1^75.  Vienna1  two  years  after  the  death  of  Attila.  A  recent  victory  had 
reftored  the  independence  of  the  Oftrogoths ;  and  the  three  brothers, 
Walamir,  Theodemir,  and  Widimir,  who  ruled  that  warlike  nation 
with  united  counfels,  had  feparately  pitched  their  habitations  in 
the  fertile  though  defolate  province  of  Pannonia.  The  Huns  ftill 
threatened  their  revolted  fubjeets,  but  their  halty  attack  was  repelled 
by  the  fingle  forces  of  Walamir,  and  the  news  of  his  victory  reached 
the  diftant  camp  of  his  brother  in  the  fame  aufpicious  moment  that 
the  favourite  concubine  of  Theodemir  was  delivered  of  a  fon  and 
heir.  In  the  eighth  year  of  his  age,  Theodoric  was  reluctantly 
yielded  by  his  father  to  the  public  intereft,  as  the  pledge  of  an 
alliance  which  Leo,  emperor  of  the  Eaft,  had  confented  to  purchafe 
by  an  annual  fubfidy  of  three  hundred  pounds  of  gold.  The 
royal  hoftage  was  educated  at  Conftantinople  with  care  and  ten- 
dernefs.  His  body  was  formed  to  all  the  exercifes  of  war,  his  mind 
was  expanded  by  the  habits  of  liberal  converfation  ;  he  frequented 
the  fchools  of  the  mod  fkilful  mailers ;  but  he  difdained  or  neg- 
lected the  arts  of  Greece,  and  fo  ignorant  did  he  always  remain  of 
the  firft  elements  of  fcience,  that  a  rude  mark  was  contrived  to  re- 

i 

1  Jornandes  (de  Rebus  Geticis,  c.  13,  14.  &c.  Stockholm,  1699.)  labours  to  connea  this 

p.  629,  630.  edit.  Grot.)  has  drawn  the  pe-  genealogy  with  the  legends  or  traditions  of 

digree  of  Theodoric  from  Gapt,  one  of  the  his  native  country. 

Anfis  or  Demi-gods  who  lived  about  the       *  More  corredly  on  the  banks  of  the  lake 

time  of  Domitian.     Cafliodorius,  the  firft  Peifo  (Nieufiedler-fee)  near  Carnuntum,  al- 

who  celebrates  the  royal  race  of  the  Amali  moft  on  the  fame  fpot  where  Marcus  Anto- 

(Variar.  viii.  5.  ix.  25.  x.  2.  xi.  1.%  reckons  ninus  compofed  his  meditations  (JorBandes, 

the  grandfon  of  Theodoric  as  the  xviith  in  c.  52.  p.  659.    Severin  Pannqnia  Illuftrata, 

defcent.  Penngfciold  (the  Swedifh  commen-  p.  22.    Cellarius,  Geograph.  Antiq.  torn.  i. 

tator  of  Cochloeus.  Vh.  Theodoric.  p.  271,  p.  350.). 
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prcfent  the  fignature  of  the  illiterate  king  of  Italy  3.    As  foon  as  he  CX^X^XP* 
had  attained  the  age  of  eighteen,  he  was  reftored  to  the  wifhes  of  s   ■  w...  r 
the  Oftrogoths,  whom  the  emperor  afpired  to  gain  by  liberality  and 
confidence.     Walamir  had  fallen  in  battle  ;  the  youngeft  of  the 
brothers,  Widimir,  had  led  away  into  Italy  and  Gaul  an  army  of 
Barbarians,  and  the  whole  nation  acknowledged  for  their  king  the 
father  of  Theodoric.    His  ferocious  fubjeds  admired  the  ftrength 
and  Mature  of  their  young  prince4;  and  he  foon  convinced  them 
that  he  had  not  degenerated  from  the  valour  of  his  anceftors.  At 
the  head  of  fix  thoufand  volunteers  he  fecretly  left  the  camp  in  queft 
of  adventures,  defcended  the  Danube  as  far  as  Singidunum  or  Bel- 
grade, and  foon  returned  to  his  father  with  the  fpoils  of  a  Sarmatian 
king  whom  he  had  vanquiflied  and  flain.    Such  triumphs,  however, 
were  productive  only  of  fame,  and  the  invincible  Oftrogoths  were 
reduced  to  extreme  diftrefs  by  the  want  of  clothing  and  food. 
They  unanimoufly  refolved  to  defert  their  Pannonian  encampments, 
and  boldly  to  advance  into  the  warm  and  wealthy  neighbourhood 
of  the  Byzantine  court,  which  already  maintained  in  pride  and 
luxury  fo  many  bands  of  confederate  Goths.  After  proving  by  fome 
acts  of  hoftility  that  they  could  be  dangerous,  or  at  Ieaft  trouble- 
fome  enemies,  the  Oftrogoths  fold  at  a  high  price  their  reconcili- 
ation and  fidelity,  accepted  a  donative  of  lands  and  money,  and 
were  entrufted  with  the  defence  of  the  lower  Danube,  under  the 

3  The  four  firft  letters  of  his  name  (©eoa)  p.  1596.)  and  Theophanes  (Chronograph, 

were,  inferibed  on  a  gold  plate,  and  when  it  p.  112.). 

was  fixed  on  the  paper,  the  king  drew  his  pen       +  Statura  eft  quas.  refignet  proceritate  reg- 

through  the  intervals  (Anonym .  Valerian,  ad  nantem  (Ennodius,  p.  1614.).    The  bifhop 

calcem  Amm.  Marcellin.  p.  72Z.).    This  au-  of  Pavia  (I  mean  the  ecclefi.,ftic  who  wifhed 

thentic  faft,  with  the  teftimony  of  Procopius,  to  be  a  bilhop)  then  proceeds  to  celebrate  the 

or  at  leaftof  the  contemporary  Goths  (Gothic,  complexion,  eyes,  hands,  &c.  of  his  fove- 

1.  i.  c.  2.  p.  311.),  far  outweighs  the  vague  reign, 
praifes  of  Ennodius  (Sirmond.  Opera,  torn.  i. 

B  2  command 
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c  ^  p-  command  of  Theodoric,  who  fucceeded  after  his  father's  death  to 
<  »  •  the  hereditary  throne  of  the  Amali5. 

The  reign  of      An  hero,  defcended  from  a  race  of  kings,  muft  have  defpifed  the 
a.  D.      bafe  Ifaurian  who  was  invefted  with  the  Roman  purple,  without  any 

VJ.  If/  9.  endowments  of  mind  or  body,  without  any  advantages  of  royal  birth, 
or  fuperior  qualifications.    After  the  failure  of  the  Theodofian  line, 
the  choice  of  Pulcheria  and  of  the  fenate  might  be  juftified  in  fome 
meafure  by  the  characters  of  Martian  and  Leo,  but  the  latter  of 
thefe  princes  confirmed  and  dishonoured  his  reign  by  the  perfidious 
murder  of  Afpar  and  his  fons,  who  too  rigoroufly  exacted  the  debt 
of  gratitude  and  obedience.    The  inheritance  of  Leo  and  of  the  Eafl 
was  peaceably  devolved  on  his  infant  grandfon,    the  fon  of  his 
daughter  Ariadne ;  and  her  Ifaurian  hufband,  the  fortunate  Trafca- 
lilTeus,  exchanged  that  barbarous  found  for  the  Grecian  appellation 
of  Zeno.    After  the  deceafe  of  the  elder  Leo,  he  approached  with 
unnatural  refpect  the  throne  of  his  fori,  humbly  received,  as  a  gift, 
•  the  fecond  rank  in  the  empire,  and  foon  excited  the  public  fufpicion 
on  the  fudden  and  premature  death  of  his  young  colleague,  whofe 
life  could  no  longer  promote  the  fuccefs  of  his  ambition.    But  the 
palace  of  Conftantinople  was  ruled  by  female  influence,  and  agitated 
by  female  paffions  :  and  Verina,  the  widow  of  Leo,  claiming  his 
empire  as  her  own,  pronounced  a  fentence  of  depofition  againft 
the  worthlefs  and  ungrateful  fervant  on  whom  fhe  alone  had  be- 
llowed the  fceptre  of  the  Eaft6.    As  foon  as  fhe  founded  a  revolt 
jn  the  ears  of  Zeno,  he  fled  with  precipitation  into  the  mountains 
of  Ifauria,  and  her  brother  Bafilifcus,  already  infamous  by  his  African 

*  The  ftate  of  the  Oftrogoths,  and  the  firft       6Theophanes  (p.  1 1 1.)  inferts  a  copy  of  her 
years  of  Theodoric,  are  found  in  Jornandes   /acred  letters  to  the  provinces:  irs  in  @zci}>no» 

lc.  52— 56.  p.  689 — 696.)  and  MalchllS  (Ex-     ij^-iTEpoi'Eri.  .  .  Kctt  on  7rpoj££ipwa:f^6a  jHao-iAra  Tfzs- 

cerpt.  Legat.  p.  78 — 80.),  who  erroneoufly  xuWio-aiov,  &c.  Such  female  pretenfions  would 
flyles  him  the  fon  of  Walatnir.  have  aftonifhed  the  flaves  of  the  firjl  defers. 

expedition, 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


S 


expedition7,  was  unanimoufly  proclaimed  by  the  fervile  fenate.  But  c  H  A  p« 
the  reign  of  the  ufurper  was  fhort  and  turbulent.  Balihfcus  pre-  v, 
fumed  to  affaflmate  the  lover  of  his  filler ;  he  dared  to  offend  the 
lover  of  his  wife,  the  vain  and  infolent  Harmatius,  who,  in  the 
midPi  of  Afiatic  luxury,  affected  the  drefs,  the  demeanour,  and  the 
furname  of  Achilles3.  By  the  confpiracy  of  the  malecontents,  Zeno 
was  recalled  from  exile,  the  armies,  the  capital,  the  perfon  of  Bafi- 
lifcus,  were  betrayed,  and  his  whole  family  was  condemned  to  the. 
long  agony  of  cold  and  hunger  by  the  inhuman  conqueror,  who 
wanted  courage  to  encounter  or  to  forgive  his  enemies.  The  haughty 
fpirit  of  Verina  was  ftill  incapable  of  fubmiflion  or  repofe.  She 
provoked  the  enmity  of  a  favourite  general,  embraced  his  caufe  as 
foon  as  he  was  difgraced,  created  a  new  emperor  in  Syria  and  Egypt, 
raifed  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand  men,  and  perfifted  to  the  laft 
moment  of  her  life  in  a  fruitlefs  rebellion,  which,  according  to  the 
fafhion  of  the  age,  had  been  predicted  by  Chriftian  hermits  and 
Pagan  magicians.  While  the  Eaft  was  afflicted  by  the  pafiions  of 
Verina,  her  daughter  Ariadne  was  diftinguifhed  by  the  female  vir- 
tues of  mildnefs  and  fidelity ;  fhe  followed  her  hufband  in  his  exile, 
and  after  his  reftoration  fhe  implored  his  clemency  in  favour  of 
her  mother.    On  the  deceafe  of  Zeno,  Ariadne,  the  daughter,  the  Of  Anafta- 

fill 

mother,  and  the  widow  of  an  emperor,  gave  her  hand  and  the  Im-  1US'a.d. 
perial  title  to  Anaftafius,  an  aged  domeftic  of  the  palace,  who  fur- 
vived  his  elevation  above  twenty-feven  years,  and  whole  character 
is  attefted  by  the  acclamation  of  the  people,  "  Reign  as  you  have 
«  lived9!" 

7  Vol.  iii.  p.  477 — 480.  various  articles  of  the  Lexicon  of  SuicJas. 

8  Suidas,  torn.  i.  p.  332,  333.  edit.  Kufter.  The  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus  (Imago  Hillo- 
•  The  contemporary  hiftories  of  Malchus    rice)  are  originals  for  the  reigns  of  Zeno  and 

and  Candidus  are  loft  ;  but  fome  extracts  or  Anaftafius ;  and  I  muft  acknowledge,  almoft 
fragments  have  been  faved  by  Photius  (Ixxviii.  for  the  laft  time,  my  obligations  to  the  large 
lxxix.  p.  100  — 102.),  Conftantine  Porphyro-  and  accurate  collections  of  Tillemcnt  (Hift. 
genitus  (Excerpt.  Leg.  p.  78 — 97-),  and  in    des  Emp.  torn.  vi.  p.  472— 652.). 

6  Whatever 
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CHAP.      Whatever  fear  or  affection  could  beftow,  was  profufely  lavifhed 

XXXIX. 

*_   ,  by  Zeno  on  the  king  of  the  Oftrogoths  ;  the  rank  of  patrician  and 

reTOhof"  conful,  the  command  of  tlie  Palatine  troops,  an  equeftrian  fiatue, 
1  heodoric.  a  treacure  m  gold  an(j  (i\yer  Df  many  thoufand  pounds,  the  name  of 
475—488.  (fori)  an(j  tne  promife  of  a  rich  and  honourable  wife.  As  long  as 
Theodoric  condefcended  to  ferve,  he  fupported  with  courage  and 
fidelity  the  caufe  of  his  benefactor  :  his  rapid  march  contributed  to 
the  reftoration  of  Zeno  ;  and  in  the  fecond  revolt,  the  JVa/amirs,  as 
they  were  called,  purfued  and  preffed  the  Afiatic  rebels,  till  they 
left  an  eafy  victory  to  the  Imperial  troops'3.  But  the  faithful  fer- 
vant  was  fuddenly  converted  into  a  formidable  enemy,  who  fpread 
the  flames  of  war  from  Conftantinople  to  the  Adriatic ;  many 
fiourifhing  cities  were  reduced  to  allies,  and  the  agriculture  of 
Thrace  was  almoft  extirpated  by  the  wanton  cruelty  of  the  Goths, 
who  deprived  their  captive  peafants  of  the  right  hand  that  guided 
the  plough".  On  fuch  occafions,  Theodoric  fuftained  the  loud  and 
fpecious  reproach  of  difloyalty,  of  ingratitude,  and  of  infatiate  avarice, 
which  could  be  only  excufed  by  the  hard  neceflity  of  his  fituation. 
He  reigned,  not  as  the  monarch,  but  as  the  minifter  of  a  ferocious 
people,  whofe  fpirit  was  unbroken  by  flavery,  and  impatient  of  real 
or  imaginary  infults.  Their  poverty  was  incurable  :  fmce  the  moft 
liberal  donatives  were  foon  diflipated  in  wafteful  luxury,  and  the 
moft  fertile  eftates  became  barren  in  their  hands ;  they  defpifed,  but 
they  envied,  the  laborious  provincials ;  and  when  their  fubfiftence 
had  failed,  the  Oftrogoths  embraced  the  familiar  refources  of  war 


10  In  ipfis  congrefiionis  tua;  foribus  ceffit 
invafor,  cum  profugo  per  te  fceptra  redderen- 
tur  de  faluta;  dubitanti.  Ennodius  then  pro- 
ceeds (p.  1596,  1597.  torn.  i.  Sirmond.)  to 
tranfport  his  hero  (on  a  flying  dragon?)  into 
^Ethiopia,  beyond  the  tropic  of  Cancer.  The 
evidence  of  the  Valefian  fragment  (p.  717.)* 
Liberatus  (Brev. Eutych.  c.  25.  p.  118.),  and 


Theophanes  (p.  liz.),  is  more  fober  and  ra- 
tional. 

"  This  cruel  praftice  is  fpecially  imputed 
to  the  Triarian  Goths,  lefs  barbarous,  as  it 
Ihould  feem,  than  the  Walamirs  :  but  the  fon 
of  Theodemir  is  charged  with  the  ruin  of 
many  Roman  cities  (Malchus,  Excerpt.  leg, 
p.  95.). 

and 
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and  rapine.    It  had  been  the  wifh  of  Theodoric  (fuch  at  leaft  was  CHAP. 

XXXIX. 

his  declaration),  to  lead  a  peaceful,  obfcure,  obedient  life,  on  the   <  / 

confines  of  Scythia,  till  the  Byzantine  court,  by  fplendid  and  falla- 
cious promifes,  feduced  him  to  attack  a  confederate  tribe  of  Goths, 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  party  of  Bafilifcus.  He  marched 
from  his  ftarion  in  Media,  on  the  folemn  afiurance  that  before  he 
reached  Adrianople  he  mould  meet  a  plentiful  convoy  of  provifions, 
and  a  reinforcement  of  eight  thoufand  horfe  and  thirty  thoufand 
foot,  while  the  legions  of  Afia  were  encamped  at  Heraclea  to  fecond 
his  operations.  Thefe  meafures  were  difappointed  by  mutual  jea- 
loufy.  As  he  advanced  into  Thrace,  the  fon  of  Theodemir  found  an 
inhofpitable  folitude,  and  his  Gothic  followers,  with  an  heavy  train 
of  horfes,  of  mules,  and  of  waggons,  were  betrayed  by  their  guides 
among  the  rocks  and  precipices  of  Mount  Sondis,  where  he  was 
affaulted  by  the  arms  and  invectives  of  Theodoric  the  fon  of  Triarius. 
From  a  neighbouring  height,  his  artful  rival  harangued  the  camp 
of  the  Walamirs,  and  branded  their  leader  with  the  opprobrious 
names  of  child,  of  madman,  of  perjured  traitor,  the  enemy  of  his 
blood  and  nation.  "  Are  you  ignorant,"  exclaimed  the  fon  of  Tria- 
rius, "  that  it  is  the  conftant  policy  of  the  Romans  to  deftroy  the 
'*  Goths  by  each  others,  fwords  ?'  Are  you  infenfible  that  the 
"  victor  in  this  unnatural  context,  will  be  expofed,  and  juftly  ex- 
"  pofed,  to  their  implacable  revenge?  Where  are  thofe  warriors, 
"  my  kinfmen  and  thy  own,  whofe  widows  now  lament  that  their 
"  lives  were  facrificed  to  thy  rafh  ambition  ?  Where  is  the  wealth 
"  which  thy  foldiers  poiTefTed  "when  they  were  firft  allured  from 
"  their  native  homes  to  enlift  under  <thy  flandard  ?  Each  of  them 
"  was  then  mafter  of  three  or  four  horfes  ;  they  now  follow  thee 
'*  on  foot  like  flaves,  through  the  defsrts  of  Thrace;  thofe  men  who 
**  were  tempted  by  the  hope  of  meafuring  gold  with  a  bulhel,  thofe 

x  "  brave- 
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c  H  A  p«  w  brave  men  who  are  as  free  and  as  noble  as  thyfelf."    A  language 
c— v — u  lb  well  fuited  to  the  temper  of  the  Goths,  excited  clamour  and  dis- 
content ;  and  the  fon  of  Theodemir,   apprehenfive  of  being  left 
alone,  was  compelled  to  embrace  his  brethren,  and  to  imitate  the 
example  of  Roman  perfidy1*. 
H»  under-        In  every  ftate  of  his  fortune,  the  prudence  and  firmnefs  of  Theodoric 

t<ikcs  the 

conqueft  of  were  equally  confpicuous  ;  whether  he  threatened  Constantinople  at 
a!d.  489.  tne  head  of  the  confederate  Goths,  or  retreated  with  a  faithful  band 
to  the  mountains  and  fea-coaft  of  Epirus.  At  length  the  accidental 
death  of  the  fon  of  Triarius 13  deftroyed  the  balance  which  the 
Romans  had  been  fo  anxious  to  preferve,  the  whole  nation  ac- 
knowledged the  fupremacy  of  the  Amali,  and  the  Byzantine  court 
fubfcribed  an  ignominious  and  oppreffive  treaty1*.  The  fenate  had 
already  declared,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  chufe  a  party  among  the 
Goths,  fince  the  public  was  unequal  to  the  fupport  of  their  united 
forces ;  a  fubfidy  of  two  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  with  the  ample 
pay  of  thirteen  thoufand  men,  were  required  for  the  leaft  conli- 
derable  of  their  armies  15 ;  and  the  Ifaurians,  who  guarded  not  the 
empire  but  the  emperor,  enjoyed,  befides  the  privilege  of  rapine, 
an  annual  penfion  of  five  thoufand  pounds.  The  fagacious  mind  ot 
Theodoric  foon  perceived  that  he  was  odious  to  the  Romans,  and 
fufpecled  by  the  Barbarians  j  he  understood  the  popular  murmur, 

12  Jornandes  (c.  56,  57.  p.  696.)  difplays  13  As  he  was  riding  in  his  own  camp,  an 

the  fervices  of  Theodoric,  confefles  his  re-  unruly  horfe  threw  him  againft  the  point  of  a 

wards,  'but  diffembles  his  revolt,  of  which  fpear  which  hung  before  a  tent,  or  was  fixed 

fuch  curious  details  have  been  preferved  by  on  a  waggon  (Marcellin.  in  Chron.  Eva- 

Malchus  (Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  78— 97.).  Mar-  gnus,  1.  iii.  c.  25  ). 

cellinus,  a  domeftic  of  Jultinian,  under  whofe  14  See  Malchus  (p.  91.),  and  Evagrius 

ivth  confulftiip  (A.  D.  534.)  he  compofed  his  (1.  iii.  c.  35.). 

Chronicle  (Scaliger,  Thefaurus  Temporum,  15  Malchus,  p.  85.    In  a  fingle  action, 

P.  ii.  p.  34—57.),  betrays  his  prejudice  and  which  was  decided  by  the   (kill  and  dif- 

paffion  :  in  Grasciam  debacchantem  .  .  .  Ze-  cipline  of  Sabinian,  Theodoric  could  Jofe 

nonis  munificentia  pene  pacatus .  .  .  beneficiis  5000  men. 
Runquam  fatiatus,  &c. 

that 
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that  his  fubje&s  were  expofed  in  their  frozen  huts  to  intolerable  CXxXfxP' 

hard  mips,  while  their  king  was  dhTolved  in  the  luxury  of  Greece,  ^— -v  ' 

and  he  prevented  the  painful  alternative  of  encountering  the  Goths, 
as  the  champion,  or  of  leading  them  to  the  field  as  the  enemy,  of 
Zeno.  Embracing  an  enterprife  worthy  of  his  courage  and  am- 
bition, Theodoric  addrefled  the  emperor  in  the  following  words : 
"  Although  your  fervant  is  maintained  in  affluence  by  your  libe- 
"  rality,  gracioufly  liften  to  the  wimes  of  my  heart  !  Italy,  the 
"  inheritance  of  your  predecefTors,  and  Rome  itfelf  the  head  and 
"  miftrefs  of  "the  world,  now  fluctuate  under  the  violence  and 
"  oppreffion  of  Odoacer  the  mercenary.  Direct  me,  with  my 
*'  national  troops,  to  march  againft  the  tyrant.  If  I  fall,  you 
"  will  be  relieved  from  an  expenfive  and  troublefome  friend  :  If, 
"  with  the  Divine  permiffion,  I  fucceed,  I  mail  govern  in  your 
"  name,  and  to  your  glory,  the  Roman  fenate,  and  the  part  of  the 
"  republic  delivered  from  flavery  by  my  victorious  arms."  The 
propofal  of  Theodoric  was  accepted,  and  perhaps  had  been  fuggefted, 
by  the  Byzantine  court.  But  the  forms  of  the  commiffion  or  grant, 
appear  to  have  been  exprefTed  with  a  prudent  ambiguity,  which 
might  be  explained  by  the  event ;  and  it  was  left  doubtful,  whether 
the  conqueror  of  Italy  mould  reign  as  the  Lieutenant,  the  vafTal,  or 
the  ally  of  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft ,s. 

The  reputation  both  of  the  leader  and  of  the  war  diffufed  an  uni-  His  march, 
verfal  ardour ;  the  Walamirs  were  multiplied  by  the  Gothic  fwarms 
already  engaged  in  the  fervice,  or  feated  in  the  provinces,  of  the 
empire  ;  and  each  bold  Barbarian,  who  had  heard  of  the  wealth 
and  beauty  of  Italy,  was  impatient  to  feek,  through  the  raoft  perilous 
adventures,  the  poflTeffion  of  fuch  enchanting  objects.    The  march 

16  Jornandes  (c.  57.  p.  696,  697.)  has  a-  1.  i.  c.  1.),  the  Valefian  Fragment  (p.  718.), 
bridged  the  great  hiftory  of  Cafliodorius.  See,  Theophanes  (p.  113.),  and  Marcellinus  (in 
compare,  and  reconcile,  Procopius  (Gothic.  Chron.). 

Vol.  IV.  C  of 
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c  H  A  P.  0f  Theodoric  mud  be  confidered  as  the  emigration  of  an  entire 

*— — v  '  people  ;  the  wives  and  children  of  the  Goths,  their  aged  parents, 

and  moft  precious  efFec~ts,  were  carefully  tranfported  j  and  fome  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  heavy  baggage  that  now  followed  the  camp, 
by  the  lofs  of  two  thoufand  waggons,  which  had  been  fuftained  in 
a  fingle  action  in  the  war  of  Epirus.  For  their  fubfiftence,  the 
Goths  depended  on  the  magazines  of  corn  which  was  ground  in 
portable  mills  by  the  hands  of  their  women ;  on  the  milk  and  flefli 
of  their  flocks  and  herds  ;  on  the  cafual  produce  of  the  chace,  and 
upon  the  contributions  which  they  might  impofe  on  all  who  mould 
prefume  to  difpute  the  pafTage,  or  to  refufe  their  friendly  affiftance. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  precautions,  they  were  expofed  to  the  danger, 
and  almoft  to  the  diftrefs  of  famine,  in  a  march  of  feven  hundred 
miles,  which  had  been  undertaken  in  the  depth  of  a  rigorous  winter. 
Since  the  fall  of  the  Roman  power,  Dacia  and  Pannonia  no  longer 
exhibited  the  rich  profpecT:  of  populous  cities,  well  cultivated  fields, 
and  convenient  highways :  the  reign  of  barbarifm  and  defolation 
was  reflored,  and  the  tribes  of  Bulgarians,  Gepidas,  and  Sarmatians, 
who  had  occupied  the  vacant  province,  were  prompted  by  their 
native  fiercenefs,  or  the  folickations  of  Odoacer,  to  refift  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  enemy.  In  many  obfeure  though  bloody  battles,  Theo- 
doric fought  and  vanquifhed  j  till  at  length  furmounting  every  ob- 
ftacle  by  Ikilful  conduct  and  perfevering  courage,  he  defcended 
from  the  Julian  Alps,  and  difplayed  his  invincible  banners  on  the 
confines  of  Italy17. 

The  three         Odoacer,  a  rival  not  unworthy  of  his  arms,  had  already  occupied 

clefts  ts  of* 

odoacer,  the  advantageous  and  well-known  poft  of  the  river  Sontius  near 
Auguft428,'    ^e  ruins  of  Aquileia ;  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  hoft,  whofe  inde- 

Sept.  27  ; 
A.  D.  400, 

Auguft.  J  '7  Theodonc's  march  is  fupplied  and  il-    when  the  bonibaft  of  the  oration  is  tranflated 

Itiitratcd   by  Ennodius   (p.  1593 — 1602.),    into  the  language  of  common  fenfe. 
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the  prudence  of  delays.    No  fooner  had  Theodoric  granted  a  fhort  i  /~ — ' 

repofe  and  refreshment  to  his  wearied  cavalry,  than  he  boldly  at- 
tacked the  fortifications  of  the  enemy  ;  the  Oftrogoths  fhewed  more 
ardour  to  acquire,  than  the  mercenaries  to  defend,  the  lands  of  Italy; 
and  the  reward  of  the  firft  viclory  was  the  pofTeffion  of  the  Vene- 
tian province,  as  far  as  the  walls  of  Verona.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  that  city,  on  the  fteep  banks  of  the  rapid  Adige,  he  was  oppofed 
by  a  new  army  reinforced  in  its  numbers,  and  not  impaired  in  its 
courage  :  the  conteft  was  more  obftinate,  but  the  event  was  ftill  more 
decifive ;  Odoacer  fled  to  Ravenna,  Theodoric  advanced  to  Milan, 
and  the  vanquifhed  troops  faluted  their  conqueror  with  loud  accla- 
mations of  refpecl  and  fidelity.  But  their  want  either  of  conftancy 
or  of  faith,  foon  expofed  him  to  the  moft  imminent  danger;  his 
vanguard,  with  feveral  Gothic  counts,  which  had  been  rafhly  en- 
trufted  to  a  deferter,  was  betrayed  and  deftroyed  near  Faenza  by 
his  double  treachery ;  Odoacer  again  appeared  mafter  of  the  field, 
and  the  invader  ftrongly  entrenched  in  his  camp  of  Pavia,  was  re- 
duced to  folicit  the  aid  of  a  kindred  nation,  the  Vifigoths  of  Gaul. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  the  moft  voracious  appetite  for  war 
will  be  abundantly  fatiated,  nor  can  I  much  lament  that  our  dark 
and  imperfect  materials  do  not  afford  a  more  ample  narrative  of  the 
diftrefs  of  Italy,  and  of  the  fierce  conflict,  which  was  finally  decided 
by  the  abilities,  experience,  and  valour  of  the  Gothic  king.  Imme- 
diately before  the  battle  of  Verona,  he  vifited  the  tent  of  his  mother'9 
and  fitter,  and  requefted,  that  on  a  day,  the  moft  illuftrious  feftival 

18  Tot  reges,  &c.  (Ennodius,  p.  i6t>2.)  the  orator,  in  the  king's  prefence,  could  men- 
We  muft  recollect  how  much  the  royal  title  '  tion  and  praife  his  mother,  we  may  conclude 
was  multiplied  and  degraded,  and  that  the  that  the  magnanimity  of  Theodoric  was  not 
mercenaries  of  Italy  were  the  fragments  of  hurt  by  the  vulgar  reproaches  of  concubine 
many  tribes  and  nations.  and  baftard. 

'»  See  Ennodius,  p.  160^,  1604.  Since 
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His  capitula- 
tion and 
death, 
A.  D.  493, 
March  5. 


of  his  life,  they  would  adorn  him  with  the  rich  garments  which 
they  had  worked  with  their  own  hands.  "  Our  glory,''  faid  he, 
"  is  mutual  and  infeparable.  You  are  known  to  the  world  as  the 
"  mother  of  Theodoric  j  and  it  becomes  me  to  prove,  that  I  am 
"  the  genuine  offspring  of  thofe  heroes  from  whom  I  claim  my 
"  defcent."  The  wife  or  concubine  of  Theodemir  was  infpired 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  German  matrons,  who  efteemed  their  fons* 
honour  far  above  their  fafety  :  and  it  is  reported,  that  in  a  defperate 
action,  when  Theodoric  himfelf  was  hurried  along  by  the  torrent  of 
a  flying  crowd,  me  boldly  met  them  at  the  entrance  of  the  camp, 
and,  by  her  generous  reproaches,  drove  them  back  on  the  fwords- 
of  the  enemy10. 

From  the  Alps  to  the  extremity  of  Calabria,  Theodoric  reigned 
by  the  right  of  conqueft :  the  Vandal  ambafladors  furrendered  the 
ifland  of  Sicily,  as  a  lawful  appendage  of  his  kingdom ;  and  he  was 
accepted  as  the  deliverer  of  Rome  by  the  fenate  and  people,  who 
had  fhut  their  gates  againft  the  flying  ufurper2'.  Ravenna  alone, 
fecure  in  the  fortifications  of  art  and  nature,  ftill  fuftained  a  fiege  of 
almoft  three  years ;  and  the  daring  fallies  of  Odoacer  carried  {laugh- 
ter and  difmay  into  the  Gothic  camp.  At  length,  deftitute  of  pro- 
vifions  and  hopelefs  of  relief,  that  unfortunate  monarch  yielded  to 
the  groans  of  his  fubjects  and  the  clamours  of  his  foldiers.  A  treaty 
of  peace  was  negociated  by  the  bifhop  of  Ravenna  ;  the  Oftrogoths 
were  admitted  into  the  city,  and  the  hoftile  kings  confented,  under 
the  fanclion  of  an  oath,  to  rule  with  equal  and  undivided  authority 
the  provinces  of  Italy.    The  event  of  fuch  an  agreement  may  be 


a0  This  anecdote  is  related  on  the  modern  21  Hift.  Mifcell.  1.  xv.  a  Roman  hiftory 
but  refpectable  authority  of  Sigonius  (Opp.  from  Janus  to  the  ixth  century,  an  Epitome 
torn.  i.  p.  580.  De  Occident.  Imp.  1.  xv.)  :  of  Eutropius,  Paulus  Diaconus,  and  Theo- 
his  words  are  curious — "  Would  you  return  ?"  phanes,  which  Muratori  has  publifhed  from  a 
&c.  She  prefented  and  almoft  difplayed  the  MSS.  in  the  Ambrofian  library  (Script.  Re- 
original  recefs.  rum  Italicarum,  torn.  i.  p.  ice). 
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of  joy  and  friendfhip,  Odoacer,  in  the  midfl  of  a  folemn  banquet,   *  — > 

was  ftabbed  by  the  hand  or  at  leaft  by  the  command  of  his  rival. 
Secret  and  effectual  orders  had  been  previoufly  difpatched  ;  the 
faithlefs  and  rapacious  mercenaries,  at  the  fame  moment,  and  with- 
out refiftance,  were  univerfally  maflacred  ;  and  the  royalty  of  Theo- 
doric  was  proclaimed  by  the  Goths,  with  the  tardy,  reluctant,  am- 
biguous confent  of  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft.    The  defign  of  a  con- 
fpiracy  was  imputed,  according  to  the  ufual  forms,  to  the  proftrate 
tyrant ;  but  his  innocence,  and  the  guilt  of  his  conqueror **,  are 
fufficiently  proved  by  the  advantageous  treaty  which  force  would 
not  fmcerely  have  granted,  nor  uueokncfs  have  rafhly  infringed. 
The  jealoufy  of  power,  and  the  mifchiefs  of  difcord,  may  fuggeft  a 
more  decent  apology,   and  a  fentence  lefs  rigorous  may  be  pro- 
nounced againft  a  crime  which  was  neceffary  to  introduce  into  Italy 
a  generation  of  public  felicity.    The  living  author  of  this  felicity  Reign  of 
was  audacioufly  praifed  in  his  own  prefence  by  facred  and  profane  kingof°ItaIy; 
orators13;  but  hiftory  (in  his  time  fhe  was  mute  and  inglorious)  March  5— 
has  not  left  any  juft  reprefentation  of  the  events  which  difplayed,  ^.\^^z6' 
or  of  the  defects  which  clouded  the  virtues  of  Theodoric14.  One 
record  of  his  fame,  the  volume  of  public  epiftles  compofed  by  Caf- 

**  Procopius  (Gothic,  1.  1.  c.  i.)  approves  year  521   (Dnpin.  Bibliot.  Ecclef.  torn.  v. 

himfelf  an  impartial  fceptic  :  <p am . botepa  p.  11  — 14.    See  Sa.xii  OnomaiHcon,  torn.  ii. 

TfG7ru  MTU*-.     Caffiodorius  (in  Chron.)  and  p.  12.). 

Ennodius  (p.  1604.)  are  loyal  and  credulous,        14  Our  bed  materials  are  occasional  hints 

and  the  teftimony  of  the  Valefian  Fragment  from  Procopius  and  the  Valefian  Fragmenr, 

ft*.  718.)  may  juftify  their  belief.    Marcel-  which  was  difcovered  by  Siimond,   and  is 

tonus  fpits  the  venom  of  a  Greek  fubjecl —  publifhed  at  the  end  of  Ammianus  Marcelli- 

perjuriis  illeftus,interfe£lufqueeft  (in  Chron.).  nus.    The  author's  name  is  unknown,  and 

13  The  fonorous  and  fervile  oration  of  En-  his.  ftyle  is  barbarous ;  but  in  his  various  fads 

nodius  was  pronounced  at  Milan  or  Ravenna  he  exhibits  the  knowledge,  without  the  paf- 

in  the  years  507  or  508  (Sirmond,  torn.  i.  fions  of  a  contemporary.   The  prefident  Mon- 

p.  161 5.).    Two  or  three  years  afterwards,  tefquieu  had  formed  the  plan  of  an  hiftory  of 

the  orator  was  rewarded  with  the  bilhoprick  Theodoric,  which  at  a  ditlance  might  appear 

ef  Pavia,  which  he  held  till  his  death  in  the  a  rich  and  interesting  fubject. 

fiodorius 
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fiodorius  in  the  royal  name,  is  ftill  extant,  and  has  obtained  more  im- 
plicit credit  than  it  feems  to  deferve*5.  They  exhibit  the  forms,  rather 
than  the  fubftance  of  his  government ;  and  we  mould  vainly  fearch 
for  the  pure  and  fpontaneous  fentiments  of  the  Barbarian  amidft  the 
declamation  and  learning  of  a  Sophift,  the  wiflies  of  a  Roman  fenator, 
the  precedents  of  office,  and  the  vague  profeffions,  which,  in  every 
court  and  on  every  occafion,  compofe  the  language  of  difcreet 
minh'lers.  The  reputation  of  Theodoric  may  repofe  with  more 
confidence  on  the  vifible  peace  and  profperity  of  a  reign  of  thirty- 
three  years  ;  the  unanimous  efteem  of  his  own  times,  and  the  me- 
mory of  his  wifdom  and  courage,  his  juftice  and  humanity,  which 
was  deeply  impreffed  on  the  minds  of  the  Goths  and  Italians. 

The  partition  of  the  lands  of  Italy,  of  which  Theodoric  affigned 
the  third  part  to  his  foldiers,  is  honourably  arraigned  as  the  fole  in- 
juftice  of  his  life.  And  even  this  act  may  be  fairly  juftified  by  the 
example  of  Odoacer,  the  rights  of  conqueft,  the  true  intereft  of  the 
Italians,  and  the  facred  duty  of  fubfifting  a  whole  people,  who,  on 
the  faith  of  his  promifes,  had  tranfported  themfelves  into  a  diftant 
land  iS.  Under  the  reign  of  Theodoric,  and  in  the  happy  climate 
of  Italy,  the  Goths  foon  multiplied  to  a  formidable  hoft  of  two 
hundred  thoufand  men17,  and  the  whole  amount  of  their  families 
may  be  computed  by  the  ordinary  addition  of  women  and  children. 
Their  invafion  of  property,  a  part  of  which  muft  have  been  already 
vacant,  was  difguifed  by  the  generous  but  improper  name  of  kofpi- 

15  Thebefteditionofthe^a>v"«r«//;Z/£>7xii.  rum,  ii.  Maffei  (Verona  Illuftrata,  P.  i. 
is  that  of  Joh,  Garretius  (Rotomagi,  1679.  in  p.  228.)  exaggerates  the  injuftice  of  the 
Opp.  Caffiodor.  2  vol.  in  fol.)  ;  but  they  de-  Goths,  whom  he  hated  as  an  Italian  noble, 
ferved  and  required  fuch  an  editor  as  the  Mar-  The  plebeian  Muratori  crouches  under  their 
quis  Scipio  Maffei,  who  thought  of  publifhing  oppreffion. 

them  at  Verona.  The  Barbara  Eleganza  (as  a?  Procopius,  Goth.  1.  iii.  c.  4.  21.  En- 
it  is  ingeniouffy  named  by  Tirabofchi)  is  never  nodius  defcribes  (p.  16 1 2,  1613.)  the  mili- 
fitnple,  and  feldom  perfpicuous.  tary  arts  and  increafmg   numbers  of  the 

16  Procopius,  Gothic,  1.  i.  c.  1.     Varia-  Goths. 
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face  of  Italy,  and  the  lot  of  each  Barbarian  was  adequate  to  his  birth   <  ^— -* 

and  office,  the  number  of  his  followers,  and  the  ruftic  wealth  which 
he  poffeffed  in  flaves  and  cattle.  The  diftinctions  of  noble  and  ple- 
beian were  acknowledged";  but  the  lands  of  every  freeman  were 
exempt  from  taxes,  and  he  enjoyed  the  ineftimable  privilege  of  being 
fubject  only  to  the  laws  of  his  country19.  Fafhion  and  even  con- 
venience, focn  perfuaded  the  conquerors  to  affume  the  more  elegant 
drcfs  of  the  natives,  but  they  ftill  perfifted  in  the  ufe  of  their  mother- 
tongue  ;  and  their  contempt  for  the  Latin  fchools  was  applauded  by 
Theodoric  himfelf,  who  gratified  their  prejudices,  or  his  own,  by  de- 
claring, that  the  child  who  had  trembled  at  a  rod,  would  never  dare  to 
look  upon  a  fword30.  Diftrefs  might  fometimes  provoke  the  indigent 
Roman  to  affume  the  ferocious  manners  which  were  infenfibly  relin- 
quished by  the  rich  and  luxurious  Barbarian31:  but  thefe  mutual  con- 
verfions  were  not  encouraged  by  the  policy  of  a  monarch  who  perpe-  Separations 

e  1     t    i«  1^  r  of  the  Goths 

tuated  the  leparation  of  the  Italians  and  Goihs ;  reierving  the  former  and  Italians. 

for  the  arts  of  peace,  and  the  latter  for  the  fervice  of  war.  To  accom- 

pliih.  this  defign,  he  ftudied  to  protect  his  induftrious  fubjects,  and 

to  moderate  the  violence  without  enervating  the  valour  of  his  fol- 

diers,  who  were  maintained  for  the  public  defence.    They  held 

their  lands  and  benefices  as  a  military  ftipend  :  at  the  found  of  the 

trumpet,  they  were  prepared  to  march  under  the  conduct  of  their 

18  When  Theodoric  gave  his  fitter  to  the  of  the  Goths.    Their  general  ignorance  is 

king  of  the  Vandals,  fhe  failed  for  Africa  not  deftroyed  by  the  exceptions  of  Amala- 

with  a  guard  of  icco  noble  Goths,  each  of  funtha,  a  female,  who  might  ftudy  without 

whom  was  attended  by  five  armed  followers  Ihame,  or  of  Theodatus,  whofe  learning  pro- 

(Procop.  Vandal.  I.  i.  c.  8  ).    The  Gothic  voiced  the  indignation  and  contempt  of  his 

nobility  mult  have   been  as  numerous   as  countrymen. 

brave.  31  A  faying  of  Theodoric  was  founded 

*9  See  the  acknowledgment  of  Gothic  li-  on  experience  :  "  Romanus  mifer  imitatur 

berty  (Var.  v.  30.).  "  Go:hi:m  ;  et  utilis  (ai'vesj  Gothus  imita- 

30  Procopius,  Goth.  1.  i.  c.  2.    The  R.o-  "  tur  Romanum."    (dee  the  Fragment  and 

man  boys  learnt  the  language  (Var.  viii.  21.)  Notes  of  Valerius,  p.  719.) 
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provincial  officers ;  and  the  whole  extent  of  Italy  was  diftributed 
into  the  feveral  quarters  of  a  well-regulated  camp.  The  fervice  of 
the  palace  and  of  the  frontiers  was  performed  by  choice  or  by  rota- 
tion ;  and  each  extraordinary  fatigue  was  recompenfed  by  an  en- 
creafe  of  pay  and  occafional  donatives.  Thecdoric  had  convinced 
his  brave  companions,  that  empire  muft  be  acquired  and  defended 
by  the  fame  arts.  After  his  example,  they  ftrove  to  excel  in  the 
ufe,  not  only  of  the  lance  and  fword,  the  inftruments  of  their  vic- 
tories, but  of  the  miflile  weapons,  which  they  were  too  much  in- 
clined to  neglect ;  and  the  lively  image  of  war  was  difplayed  in 
the  daily  exercife  and  annual  reviews  of  the  Gothic  cavalry.  A 
firm  though  gentle  difcipline  impofed  the  habits  of  modefly,  obedi- 
ence and  temperance  ;  and  the  Goths  were  inftru&ed  to  fpare  the 
people,  to  reverence  the  laws,  to  underftand  the  duties  of  civil  fo- 
ciety,  and  to  difclaim  the  barbarous  licence  of  judicial  combat  and 
private  revenge31. 

Among  the  Barbarians  of  the  Weft,  the  victory  of  Theodoric  had 
fpread  a  general  alarm.  But  as  foon  as  it  appeared  that  he  was 
fatisfied  with  conqueft  and  defirous  of  peace,  terror  was  changed 
into  refpect,  and  they  fubmitted  to  a  powerful  mediation,  which 
was  uniformly  employed  for  the  belt  purpofes  of  reconciling  their 
quarrels  and  civilizing  their  manners The  ambafiadors  who 
reforted  to  Ravenna  from  the  moft  diftant  countries  of  Europe, 
admired  his  wifdom,  magnificence  3+,  and  courtefy  ;  and  if  he  fome- 


31  The  view  of  the  military  eftablifhment  of 
the  Goths  in  Italy,  is  collected  from  the 
Epiftles  of  Caffiodorius  (Var.  i.  24.  40.  iii.  3. 
24.  48.  iv.  13,  14.  v.  26,  27.  viii.  3,  4.  25.). 
They  are  illuftrated  by  the  learned  Mafcou 
(Hift.  of  the  Germans,  1.  xi.  40 — 44.  An- 
notation, xiv.). 

33  See  the  clearnefs  and  vigour  of  his  ne- 
gociations  in  Ennodius  (p.  1607.),  and  Caf- 


fiodorius (Var.  iii.  1,2,3,4.  *v*  13*  v- 43» 
44.),  who  gives  the  different  ftyles  of  friend- 
fhip,  counfel,  expoftulation,  &c. 

3*  Even  of  his  table  (Var.  vi.  9.)  and  pa- 
lace (vii.  5.),  the  admiration  of  ftrangers  is 
reprefented  as  the  moft  rational  motive  to 
juftify  thefe  vain  expences,  and  to  ftimulate 
the  diligence  of  the  officers  to  whom  thofe 
provinces  were  enuufted. 

times 
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times  accepted  either  flaves  or  arms,  white  horfes  or  ftrange  ani-  c  ^ytyP" 

mals,  the  gift  of  a  fun-dial,  a  water-clock,  or  a  mufician,  admoniihed   j  v — - -* 

even  the  princes  of  Gaul,  of  the  fuperior  art  and  induftry  of  his 
Italian  fubjetts.  His  domeftic  alliances35,  a  wife,  two  daughters, 
a  filler,  and  a  niece,  united  the  family  of  Theodoric  with  the  kings 
of  the  Franks,  the  Burgundians,  the  Vifigoths,  the  Vandals,  and 
the  Thuringians ;  and  contributed  to  maintain  the  harmony,  or  at 
leaft  the  balance  of  the  great  republic  of  the  Weft36.  It  is  difficult 
in  the  dark  forefts  of  Germany  and  Poland  to  purfue  the  emigrations 
of  the  Heruli,  a  fierce  people  who  difdained  the  ufe  of  armour,  and 
who  condemned  their  widows  and  aged  parents  not  to  furvive  the 
lofs  of  their  hufbands,  or  the  decay  of  their  ftrength37.  The  king 
of  thefe  favage  warriors  folicited  the  friendlhip  of  Theodoric,  and 
was  elevated  to  the  rank  of  his  fon,  according  to  the  Barbaric  rites 
of  a  military  adoption  3S.  From  the  fhores  of  the  Baltic,  the  iEftians 
or  Livonians  laid  their  offerings  of  native  amber  39  at  the  feet  of  a 
prince,  whofe  fame  had  excited  them  to  undertake  an  unknown  and 
dangerous  journey  of  fifteen  hundred  miles.    With  the  country' 


.40 


35  See  the  public  and  private  alliances  of  of  this  martial  inftitution  are  noticed  by  Caf- 
the  Gothic  monarch,  with  the  Burgundians  fiodorius ;  but  he  feems  to  have  only  tranflated 
(Var.  i.  49,  46.),  with  the  Franks  (ii.  40.),  the  fentiments  of  the  Gothic  king  into  the 
with  the  Thuringians  (iv.  1.),  and  with  the  language  of  Roman  eloquence. 

Vandals  (v.  1.).    Each  of  thefe  epiftles  af-  .    39  Camodorius,  who  quotes  Tacitus  to  the 

fords  feme  curious  knowledge  of  the  policy  yEftians,  the  unlettered  favages  of  the  Baltic 

and  manners  of  the  Barbarians.  (Var.  v.  z.),  defcribes  the  amber  for  which 

36  His  political  fyftem  may  be  obferved  in  their  mores  have  ever  been  famous,  as  the 
Cafliodorius  (Var.  iv.  1.  ix.  1.),  Jornandes  gum  of  a  tree,  hardened  by  the  fun,  and  pu- 
(c.  58.  p.  698,  699.),  and  the  Valefian  Frag-  rifted  and  wafted  by  the  waves.  When  that 
ment  (p.  720,  721.).  Peace,  honourable  fingular  fubftance  is  analyfed  by  the  chemilts, 
peace,  was  the  cenftant  aim  of  Theodoric.  it  yields  a  vegetable  oil  and  a  mineral  acid. 

37  The  curious  reader  may  contemplate  the  40  Scanzia,  or  Thuie,  is  defcribed  by  Jor- 
HeruliofP)ocopius(Goth.l.ii.c.id..),andthe-  nandes  (c.  3.  p.  610 — 613.)  and  Procopius 
patient  reader  may  plunge  into  the  dark  and  (Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  15.).  Neither  the  Goth  nor 
minute  refearches  of  M.  de  Buat  (Hill,  des  the  Greek  had  vifited  the  country:  both  had 
Peuples  Anciens,  torn.  ix.  p.  34S —  396.).  converfed  with  the  natives  in  their  exile  at 

38  Variarum,  iv.  2.    The  fpirit  and  forms  Ravenna  or  Ccralantinople. 

Vol.  IV.                          D  from 
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chap.  frorn  whence  the  Gothic  nation  derived  their  origin,  he  maintained 

XXXIX. 

i— v — a  frequent  and  friendly  correfpondence ;  the  Italians  were  clothed 
in  the  rich  fables4'  of  Sweden ;  and  one  of  its  fovereigns,  after  a 
voluntary  or  reluctant  abdication,  found  an  hofpitable  retreat  in  the 
palace  of  Ravenna.  He  had  reigned  over  one  of  the  thirteen  po- 
pulous tribes  who  cultivated  a  fmall  portion  of  the  great  ifland  or 
peninfula  of  Scandinavia,  to  which  the  vague  appellation  of  Thule 
has  been  fometimes  applied.  That  northern  region  was  peopled,  or 
had  been  explored  as  high  as  the  fixty-eighth  degree  of  latitude, 
where  the  natives  of  the  polar  circle  enjoy  and  lofe  the  prefence  of 
the  fun  at  each  fummer  and  winter  folftice  during  an  equal  period 
of  forty  days42.  The  long  night  of  his  abfence  or  death  was  the 
mournful  feafon  of  diftrefs  and  anxiety,  till  the  meffengers  who  had 
been  fent  to  the  mountain  tops,  defcried  the  firft  rays  of  returning 
light,  and  proclaimed  to  the  plain  below  the  feftival  of  his  refur- 
re&ion43. 

His  defenfive  The  life  of  Theodoric  reprefents  the  rare  and  meritorious  example 
of  a  Barbarian,  who  fheathed  his  fword  in  the  pride  of  victory  and 
the  vigour  of  his  age.    A  reign  of  three  and  thirty  years  was  con- 

*"  Sapherinas  pelles.    In  the  time  of  Jor-  return  of  the  fun  in  the  Arctic  regions.  This 

nandes,  they  inhabited  Suethans,  the  proper  ingenious  writer  is  a  worthy  difciple  of  the 

Sweden;  but  that  beautiful  race  of  animals  great  Bufron:  nor  is  it  eafy  for  the  coldeft 

has  gradually  been  driven  into  the  eaftern  reafon  to  withftand  the  magic  of  their  philo- 

parts  of  Siberia.     See  Buffon  (Hid.  Nat.  fophy. 

10m.  xiii.  p.  309  —  3  1  3.  quarto  edition) ;  Pen-       43  'Avrr,  te  ©dXitzi;  n  ftr/iri  tw  iopruv  in,  fays 

nant  (Syflem  of  Quadrupeds,  vol.  i.  p.  322 —  Procopius.    At  prefent  a  rude  Manicheifm 

328.)  ;   Gmelin  (Hift.  Gen.  des  Voyages,  (generous  enough)  prevails  among  the  Sa- 

tom.  xviii.  p.  257,  258.);    and  Levefque  moyedes  in  Greenland  and  in  Lapland  (Hift. 

(Hift.  de  Ruffie,  torn.  v.  p.  165,  166.  514,  des  Voyages,  torn,  xviii.  p.  508,  509.  torn. 

515.).  xix.  p.  105,  106.  527,528.);  yet,  according 

41  Iq^the  fyftem  or  romance  of  M.  Bailly  to  Grotius,  Samojuts  ccelum  atque  aftra  ado- 

(Lettres  fur  les  Sciences  et  fur  I'Atlantide,  rant,  numina  haud  aliis  iniquiora  (de  Rebus 

torn.  i.  p.  249 — 256.  tom.ii.p.  114— 139.),  Belgicis,  1.  iv.  p.  338.  folio  edition  ;  a  fen- 

the  phoenix  of  the  Edda,  and  the  annual  tence  which  Tacitus  would  not  have  dif- 

death  and  revival  of  Adonis  and  Ofiris,  are  owned, 
the  allegorical  fymbols  of  the  abfence  and 
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fecrated  to  the  duties  of  civil  government,  and  the  hoftilities  in  c  HAP. 
which  he  was  fometimes  involved,  were  fpeedily  terminated  by  the   v.,  —w—-^ 
conduct  of  his  lieutenants,  the  difcipline  of  his  troops,  the  arms  of 
his  allies,  and  even  by  the  terror  of  his  name.    He  reduced,  under 
a  ftrong  and  regular  government,   the  unprofitable  countries  of 
Rhsetia,  Noricum,  Dalmatia,  and  Pannonia,  from  the  fource  of  the 
Danube  and  the  territory  of  the  Bavarians44*  to  the  petty  kingdom 
erected  by  the  Gepidse  on  the  ruins  of  Sirmium.    His  prudence 
could  not  fafely  entruft  the  bulwark  of  Italy  to  fuch  feeble  and 
turbulent  neighbours ;  and  his  juftice  might  claim  the  lands  which 
they  opprefled,  either  as  a  part  of  his  kingdom,  or  as  the  inheritance 
of  his  father.    The  greatnefs  of  a  fervant,  who  was  named  perfi- 
dious becaufe  he  was  fuccefsful,  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the  emperor 
Anaflafius  ;  and  a  war  was  kindled  on  the  Dacian  frontier,  by  the 
protection  which  the  Gothic  king,  in  the  viciffitude  of  human 
affairs,  had  granted  to  one  of  the  defcendants  of  Attila.  Sabinian, 
a  general  illuftrious  by  his  own  and  father's  merit,  advanced  at  the 
head  of  ten  thoufand  Romans  ;  and  the  provifions  and  arms  which 
filled  a  long  train  of  waggons,  were  diftributed  to  the  fierceft  of  the 
Bulgarian  tribes.  But,  in  the  fields  of  Margus,  the  eaftern  powers  were 
defeated  by  the  inferior  forces  of  the  Goths  and  Huns  ;  the  flower, 
and  even  the  hope  of  the  Roman  armies  was  irretrievably  deftroyed  ; 
and  fuch  was  the  temperance  with  which  Theodoric  had  infpired  his 
victorious  troops,  that  as  their  leader  had  not  given  the  fignal  of 
pillage,  the  rich  fpoils  of  the  enemy  lay  untouched  at  their  feet45. 

4*  See  the  Hift.  des  Peuples  Anciens,  &c.       45  See  the  Gothic  tranfsfUons  on  the  Da- 

tom.  ix.  p.  255 — 273.396 — 501.  The  Count  nube  and  in  Illyricum,  in  Jornandes  (c.  58. 

de  Buat  was  French  minilter  at  the  court  of  p.  699.),  Ennodius  (p.  1607 — 1610.),  Mar-- 

Bavaria  :  a  liberal  curiofity  promp'ed  his  en-  cellinus  (in  Chron.  p.  44.  47,  48.).  and  Caf- 

quiries  into  the  antiquities  of  the  country,  flodorius  (in  Chron.  and  Var.  iii.  23.  50. 

and  that  curiofity  was  the  germ  of  twelve  re-  iv.  13.  vii.  4.  24.  viii.  9,  10,  II.  21.  ix.  8, 

fpe&able  volumes.  9.). 
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CXXXLXP   ^xafperated  by  this  difgrace,  the  Byzantine  court  difpatched  two 

C  „  f  hundred  mips  and  eight  thoufand  men  to  plunder  the  fea-coaft  of 

armament,  Calabria  and  Apulia ;  they  alTaulted  the  ancient  city  of  Tarentum, 
A.  D.  509.  interrupted  the  trade  and  agriculture  of  an  happy  country,  and 
failed  back  to  the  Hellefpont,  proud  of  their  piratical  victory  over  a 
people  whom  they  ftill  prefumed  to  confider  as  their  Roman 
brethren*6.  Their  retreat  was  poffibly  haftened  by  the  activity  of 
Theodoric  ;  Italy  was  covered  by  a  fleet  of  a  thoufand  light  veffels47, 
which  he  conftructed  with  incredible  difpatch  ;  and  his  firm  mode- 
ration was  foon  rewarded  by  a  folid  and  honourable  peace.  He 
maintained  with  a  powerful  hand  the  balance  of  the  Weft,  till  it 
was  at  length  overthrown  by  the  ambition  of  Clovis  ;  and  although 
unable  to  aflift  his  rafh  and  unfortunate  kinfman  the  king  of  the 
Vifigoths,  he  faved  the  remains  of  his  family  and  people,  and 
checked  the  Franks  in  the  midft  of  their  victorious  career.  I  am 
not  defirous  to  prolong  or  repeat43  this  narrative  of  military  events, 
the  leaft  interefling  of  the  reign  of  Theodoric  ;  and  fhall  be  content 
to  add,  that  the  Alemanni  were  protected  - ,  that  an  inroad  of  the 
Burgundians  was  feverely  chaftifed,  and  that  the  conqueft  of  Aries 
and  Marfeilles  opened  a  free  communication  with  the  Vifigoths,. 
who  revered  him  both  as  their  national  protector,  and  as  the  guar- 
dian of  his  grandchild,  the  infant  fon  of  Alaric.  Under  this  re- 
fpectable  character,  the  king  of  Italy  reftored  the  praetorian  prasfcc- 

46  I  cannot  forbear  tranfcribing  the  liberal  Anaftafio  Caefari  reportarunt  (in  Chron.  p. 

and  claffic  ftyle  of  Count  Marcellinus :  Ro-  48.).    See  Variar.  i.  16.  ii.  38. 
manus  comes  domefticorum,  et  Rufticus  comes       47  See  the  royal  orders  and  inftrudlions 

fcholariorum  cum  centum  arroatis  navibus,  (Var.  iv.  15.  v.  16—20.).     Thefe  armed 

totidemque  dromonibas,  ofio  millia  militum  boats  mould  be  ftill  fmaller  than  the  thoufand 

armatorum  fecum  ferentibus,  ad  devaftanda  ve/Fds  of  Agamemnon  at  the  fiege  of  Troy. 
Italian  littora  proce/Terunt,  et  ufque  ad  Ta-       48  Vol.  iii.  p.  574 — 579. 
rentum  antiquiffimam  civitatem  aggreffi  funt;       49  Ennodius  (p.  1610.)  and  Caffiodorius, 

remenfoque  mari  inhoneftam  vicloriam  quam  in  the  royal  name  (Var.  ii.  41.),  record  his 

piratico  aufu  Romani  ex  Romanis  rapuerunt,  falutary  protection  of  the  Alemanni. 

ture 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


11 


ture  of  the  Gauls,  reformed  fome  abufes  in  the  civil  government  c  H  A.,p- 


of  Spain,  and  accepted  the  annual  tribute  and  apparent  fubmiflion  <- 
of  its  military  governor,  who  wifely  refufed  to  tmft  his  perfon  in  the 
palace  of  Ravenna50.  The  Gothic  fovereignty  was  eftablifhed  from 
Sicily  to  the  Danube,  from  Sirmium  or  Belgrade  to  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  j  and  the  Greeks  themfelves  have  acknowledged  that  Theo- 
doric  reigned  over  the  faireft  portion  of  the  weftern  empire SI. 

The  union  of  the  Goths  and  Romans  might  have  fixed  for  ages  Civil  govern- 

ment  of  Italy 

the  tranfient  happinefs  of  Italy  ;  and  the  firft  of  nations,  a  new  according  to 
people  of  free  fubjects  and  enlightened  foldiers,  might  have  gradually  laws,  °man 
arifen  from  the  mutual  emulation  of  their  refpective  virtues.  But 
the  fublime  merit  of  guiding  or  feconding  fuch  a  revolution,  was  not 
referved  for  the  reign  of  Theodoric :  he  wanted  either  the  genius 
or  the  opportunities  of  a  legiflator52, ;  and  while  he  indulged  the 
Goths  in  the  enjoyment  of  rude  liberty,  he  fervilely  copied  the  in- 
ftitutions,  and  even  the  abufes  of  the  political  fyftem  which  had  been 
framed  by  Conftantine  and  his  fuccefTors.  From  a  tender  regard  to 
the  expiring  prejudices  of  Rome,  the  Barbarian  declined  the  name,  the 
purple,  and  the  diadem  of  the  emperors  ;  but  he  afTumed,  under  the 
hereditary  title  of  king,  the  whole  fubflance  and  plenitude  of  im- 
perial prerogative".  His  addreffes  to  the  eaftern  throne  were  re— 
fpe&ful  and  ambiguous  ;  he  celebrated  in  pompous  ftyle  the  har- 

50  The  Gothic  tranfaftions  in  Gaul  and  fucceeding  kings  of  Italy  (Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  6.). 
Spain  are  reprefented  with  fome  perplexity  He  muft  mean  in  the  Gothic  language.  A 
in  Caffiodorius  (Var.  iii.  32.  38.  41.  43,  44.  Latin  edift  of  Theodoric  is  flill  extant,  in  one 
v.  39.),  Jornandes  (c.  58.  p.  698,  699.)*  and  hundred  and  fifty-four  articles. 

Procopius  (Goth.  1.  i.  c.  1 2.).    I  will  neither  53  The  image  of  Theodoric  is  engraved  on 

hear  nor  reconcile  the  long  and  contradictory  his  coins:  his  modelt  fucceflbrs  were  fatisfied 

arguments  of  the  Abbe  Dubos  and  the  Count  with  adding  their  own  name  to  the  head  of 

de  Buat,  about  the  wars  of  Burgundy.  the  reigning  emperor  (Muratori  Antiquitat. 

5'  Theophanes,  p.  113.  Italia;  Medii  JEvi,  torn.  ii.  difiert.  xxvii.  p. 

51  Procopius  affirms  that  no  laws  whatfo-  577  — 579-    Giannone  Iitoria  Civile  di  Na- 
ever  were  promulgated  by  Theodoric  and  the  poli,  torn.  i.  p.  166.). 

mony 
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mony  of  the  two  republics,  applauded  his  own  government  as  the 
perfect  fimilitude  of  a  fole  and  undivided  empire,  and  claimed  above 
the  kings  of  the  earth  the  fame  pre-eminence  which  he  modeftly 
allowed  to  the  perfon  or  rank  of  Anaftafius.  The  alliance  of  the 
Eaft  and  Weft  was  annually  declared  by  the  unanimous  choice  of 
two  confuls  ;  but  it  mould  feem,  that  the  Italian  candidate  who  was 
named  by  Theodoric,  accepted  a  formal  confirmation  from  the 
fovereign  of  Conftantinople 5+.  The  Gothic  palace  of  Ravenna  re- 
flected the  image  of  the  court  of  Theodofms  or  Valentinian.  The 
prsetorian  prefect,  the  prsefect  of  Rome,  the  quseftor,  the  mafter  of 
the  offices,  with  the  public  and  patrimonial  treafurers,  whofe  func- 
tions are  painted  in  gaudy  colours  by  the  rhetoric  of  Caffiodorius, 
{lill  continued  to  act  as  the  minifters  of  ftate.  And  the  fubordinate 
care  of  juftice  and  the  revenue  was  delegated  to  feven  confulars, 
three  correctors,  and  five  prefidents,  who  governed  the  fifteen  re- 
gions of  Italy,  according  to  the  principles  and  even  the  forms  of 
Roman  jurifprudence".  The  violence  of  the  conquerors  was  abated 
or  eluded  by  the  flow  artifice  of  judicial  proceedings  ;  the  civil  ad- 
miniftration,  with  its  honours  and  emoluments,  was  confined  to  the 
Italians  ;  and  the  people  ftill  preferved  their  drefs  and  language, 
their  laws  and  cuftoms,  their  perfonal  freedom,  and  two-thirds  of 
their  landed  property.  It  had  been  the  object  of  Auguftus  to  con- 
ceal the  introduction  of  monarchy ;  it  was  the  policy  of  Theodoric 

5+  The  alliance  of  the  emperor  and  the  bard,  l.ii.  c.  14 — 22.)  has  fubjoined  an  xviiith, 

king  of  Italy  are  reprefented  by  Caffiodorius  the  Apennine  (Muratori  Script.  Rerum  Icali- 

(Var.  i.  1.  ii.  1,  2,  3.  vi.  1.)  and  Procopius  carum,  torn.  i.  p.  431 — 433.)-  Eutofthefe, 

(Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  6.  1.  iii.  c.  2i.)>  who  cele-  Sardinia  and  Corfica  were  poffeiTed  by  the 

brate  the  friendfhip  of  Anaftafius  and  Theo-  Vandals,  and  the  two  Rh  itias,  as  well  as  the 

doric  :  but  the  figurative  ftyle  of  compliment  Cotlian  Alps,  feem  to  have  been  abandoned 

was  interpreted  in  a  very  different  fenfe  at  to  a  military  government.    The  ftate  of  the 

Conftantinople  and  Ravenna.  four  provinces  that  now  form  the  kingdom  of 

55  To  the  xvii  provinces  of  the  Notitia,  Naples,  is  laboured  by  Giannone  (torn.  i. 

Paul  Warnefrid  the  deacon  (De  Reb.  Longo-  p.  172.  178.)  with  patriotic  diligence. 

to 
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to  difguife  the  reign  of  a  Barbarian56.  If  his  fubjects  were  fome-  cVvY^yP* 
times  awakened  from  this  pleafing  vifion  of  a  Roman  government,  v-  -* 
they  derived  more  fubftantial  comfort  from  the  character  of  a 
Gothic  prince,  who  had  penetration  to  difcern,  and  firmnefs  to 
purfue  his  own  and  the  public  intereft.  Theodoric  loved  the  virtues 
which  he  poffeffed,  and  the  talents  of  which  he  was  deftitute.  Li- 
berius  was  promoted  to  the  office  of  praetorian  prefect  for  his  un- 
fhaken  fidelity  to  the  unfortunate  caufe  of  Odoacer.  The  minifters 
cf  Theodoric,  Caffiodorius57  and  Boethius,  have  reflected  on  his  reign 
the  luftre  of  their  genius  and  learning.  More  prudent  or  more  for- 
tunate than  his  colleague,  Caffiodorius  preferved  his  own  efteem 
without  forfeiting  the  royal  favour  ;  and  after  paffing  thirty  years 
in  the  honours  of  the  world,  he  was  bleffed  with  an  equal  term  of 
repofe  in  the  devout  and  ftudious  folitude  of  Squillace. 

As  the  patron  of  the  republic,  it  was  the  intereft  and  duty  of  the  Profperlty  of 
Gothic  king  to  cultivate  the  affections  of  the  fenate  58  and  people. 
The  nobles  of  Rome  were  flattered  by  fonorous  epithets  and  formal 
profeffions  of  refpect,  which  had  been  more  juftly  applied  to  the 
merit  and  authority  of  their  anceftors.  The  people  enjoyed,  with- 
out fear  or  danger,  the  three  bleffings  of  a  capital,  order,  plenty,  and 
public  amufements.    A  vifible  diminution  of  their  numbers  may  be 

s6  See  the  Gothic  hiftory  of  Procopius  (1.  i.  rius,  the  father  (Var.  I.  24.  40.)  and  the  fon 

c.  1.  1.  ii.  c.  6.),  the  Epiftles  of  Caffiodorius  (ix.  24,  25.),  were  fucceffively  employed  in 

(paffim,  but  efpecially  the  vth  and  vith  books,  the  adminiltration  of  Theodoric.    The  fon 

which  contain  the  formula,  or  patents  of  of-  was  born  in  the  year  479  :  his  various  epiftles 

fices),  and  the  Civil  Hiltory  of  Giannone  as  quaeftor,  matter  of  the  offices,  and  pnetorian 

(tom.  i.  1.  ii,  iii.),     The  Gothic  counts,  prefect,  extend  from  509  to  539,  and  he 

which  he  places  in  every  Italian  city,  are  an-  lived  as  a  monk  about  thirty  years  (Tirabofchi 

nihilated,  however,  by  Maffei  (Verona  Illuf-  Storia  della  Letteratura  haliana,  tom.  iii.  p. 

trata,  P.  i.  1.  viii.  p.  227.)  ;  for  thofe  of  7  —  24.    Fabricius,  Bibliot.  Lat.  Med.  vEvi, 

Syracufe  and  Naples  (Var.  vi.  22,  23.)  were  tom.  i.  p.  357,  358.  edit.  Manfi.). 

fpecial  and  temporary  commiffions.  '8  See  his  regard  for  the  fenate  in  Ccchlceus 

*7  Two  Italians  of  the  name  of  Cafliodo-  (Vit.  Theod.  viii.  p.  72  —  80.). 
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CXXXIXF'  ^oun<^  cven  m  mea*"ure  °^  liberality 59 ;  yet  Apulia,  Calabria, 
v.,  .,„.„       and  Sicily,  poured  their  tribute  of  corn  into  the  granaries  of  Rome  ; 

an  allowance  of  bread  and  meat  was  diftributed  to  the  indigent 
citizens  ;  and  every  office  was  deemed  honourable  which  was  con- 
fecrated  to  the  care  of  their  health  and  happinefs.  The  public  games, 
fuch  as  a  Greek  ambaffador  might  politely  applaud,  exhibited  a  faint 
and  feeble  copy  of  the  magnificence  of  the  Csefars  :  yet  the  mufical, 
the  gymnaftic,  and  the  pantomime  arts,  had  not  totally  funk  in  ob- 
livion ;  the  wild  beafls  of  Africa  ft  ill  exercifed  in  the  amphitheatre 
the  courage  and  dexterity  of  the  hunters  ;  and  the  indulgent  Goth 
either  patiently  tolerated  or  gently  reftrai^ed  the  blue  and  green 
factions,  whofe  contefts  fo  often  filled  the  circus  with  clamour,  and 
VifitofThe-  even  with  blood60.  In  the  feventh  year  of  his  peaceful  reign,  Theo- 
A  ,°D.  $©o.  doric  vifited  the  old  capital  of  the  world  ;  the  fenate  and  people 
advanced  in  folemn  proceffion  to  falute  a  fecond  Trajan,  a  new  Va- 
lentinian, and  he  nobly  fupported  that  character  by  the  affurance  of  a 
juft  and  legal  government6',  in  a  difcourfe  which  he  was  not  afraid  to 
pronounce  in  public,  and  to  infcribe  on  a  tablet  of  brafs.  Rome,  in 
this  auguft  ceremony,  (hot  a  laft  ray  of  declining  glory  ;  and  a  faint, 
the  fpectator  of  this  pompous  fcene,  could  only  hope  in  his  pious 
fancy,  that  it  was  excelled  by  the  celeftial  fplendor  of  the  New 
Jerufalem61.  During  a  refidence  of  fix  months,  the  fame,  the  per- 
fon,  and  the  courteous  demeanour  of  the  Gothic  king  excited  the 

t 

59  No  more  than  120,000  mcdii,  or  four  to  fprinkle  the  fubjett  with  oftentatious, 
thoufand  quarters  (Anonym.  Valefian,  p.  721 .  though  agreeable  learning. 

and  Var.  i.  35.  vi.  18.  xi.  5.  39.).  61  Anonym.  Valef.  p.  jzi.    Marius  Aven- 

60  See  his  regard  and  indulgence  for  the  ticenfis  in  Chron.  In  the  fcale  of  public  and 
fpe&acles  of  the  circus,  the  amphitheatre,  and  perfonal  merit,  the  Gothic  conqueror  is  at 
the  theatre,  in  the  Chronicle  and  Epiftles  of  leaft  as  much  above  Valentinian,  as  he  may 
Cafliodorius  (Var.  i.  20.  27.  30,  31,  32.  iii.  feem  inferior  to  Trajan. 

51.  iv.  51.  illuftrated  by  the  xivth  Annota-       61  Vit.  Fulgentii  in  Baron.  Annal.  Ecclcf. 

tion  of  Mafcou's  Hiftory),  who  has  contrived  A.  D.  500.  N°  10. 
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admiration  of  the  Romans,  and  he  contemplated,  with  equal  curio-  c      A p- 

A  Aftl  Ait 

fity  and  furprife,  the  monuments  that  remained  of  their  ancient  v — ^ — „ * 
greatnefs.  He  imprinted  the  footfteps  of  a  conqueror  on  the  Ca- 
pitoline  hill,  and  frankly  confefTed  that  each  day  he  viewed  with 
frefh  wonder  the  forum  of  Trajan  and  his  lofty  column.  The 
theatre  of  Pompey  appeared,  even  in  its  decay,  as  a  huge  mountain 
artificially  hollowed  and  polifhed,  and  adorned  by  human  induftry ; 
and  he  vaguely  computed,  that  a  river  of  gold  muft  have  been 
drained  to  erect  the  coloffal  amphitheatre  of  Titus63.  From  the 
mouths  of  fourteen  aqueducts,  a  pure  and  copious  ftream  was  dif- 
fufed  into  every  part  of  the  city ;  among  thefe  the  Claudian  water, 
which  arofe  at  the  diftance  of  thirty-eight  miles  in  the  Sabine 
mountains,  was  conveyed  along  a  gentle  though  conftant  declivity 
of  folid  arches,  till  it  defcended  on  the  fummit  of  the  Aventine  hill. 
The  long  and  fpacious  vaults  which  had  been  conftructed  for  the 
purpofe  of  common  fewers,  fubfifted,  after  twelve  centuries,  in  their 
priftine  ftrength  ;  and  thefe  fubterraneous  channels  have  been  pre- 
ferred to  all  the  vifible  wonders  of  Rome6*.  The  Gothic  kings,  fo 
injurioufly  accufed  of  the  ruin  of  antiquity,  were  anxious  to  pre- 
ferve  the  monuments  of  the  nation  whom  they  had  fubdued fts. 
The  royal  edicts  were  framed  to  prevent  the  abufes,  the  neglect,  or 
the  depredations  of  the  citizens  themfelves  ;  and  a  profeMed  architect, 
the  annual  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  gold,  twenty-five  thou- 

63  Cafllodorrus  defcribes  in  his  pompous  6*  For  the  aqueduds  and  cloacae,  fee  Stra- 

ftyle  the  forum  of  Trajan  (Var.  vii.  6.),  the  bo  (1.  v.  p.  360.),  Pliny  (Hill.  Nat.  xxxvi. 

theatre  of  Marcellus  (iv.  51.),  and  the  am-  24.),  Cafliodorius  (Var.  iii.  30,  31.  vi.  6.), 

phitheatre  of  Titus  (v.  42.)  ;  and  his  defcrip-  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  i.  c.  19.),  and  Nardini 

tions  are  not  unworthy  of  the  reader's  perufal.  (Roma  Antica,  p.  514— 522.).    How  fuch 

According  to  the  modern  prices,  the  Abbe  works  could  be  executed  by  a  king  of  Rome, 

Barthelemy  computes  that  the  brick-work  is  jet  a  problem. 

and  mafonry  of  the  Colifeum  would  now  coft  65  For  the  Gothic  care  of  the  buildings 

twenty  millions  of  French  livres  (Mem.  de  and  ftatues,  fee  Cafliodorius  (Var.  i.  21.  25. 

l'Academie  des  Infcriptions,  torn,  xxviii.  p.  H.  34.  iv.  30.  vii.  6.  13.  15.),  and  the  Vale- 

585,  586.).    How  fmall  a  part  of  that  flu-  fun  Fragment  (p.  721.). 
pendous  fabric  ? 

Vol.  IV.                           E  fand 
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CHAP,  ftr-.d  tHes    anc]  the  receipt  of  cuftoms  from  the  Lucrine  port,  were 

XXXIX. 

- ■  ^  aiTigned  for  the  ordinary  jepairs  of  the  walls  and  public  edifices. 
A  fi miter  care  was  extended  to  the  ftatues  of  metal  or  marble  of  men 
cr  animals.  The  fpirit  of  the  horfes,  which  have  given  a  modern 
name  to  the  Quirinal,  was  applauded  by  the  Barbarians66;  the  brazen 
elephants  of  the  Via  facra  were  diligently  reftored67;  the  famous 
heifer  of  Myron  deceived  the  cattle,  as  they  were  driven  through 
the  forum  of  peace";  and  an  officer  was  created  to  protect  thofc 
works  of  art,  which  Theodoric  confidered  as  the  nobleft  ornament 
of  his  kingdom. 

Flouri  flung  After  the  example  of  the  laft  emperors,  Theodoric  preferred  the 
leo  tay.  repicience  0f  Ravenna,  where  he  cultivated  an  orchard  with  his  own 
hands f'9.  As  often  as  the  peace  of  his  kingdom  was  threatened  (for 
it  was  never  invaded)  by  the  Barbarians,  he  removed  his  court  to 
Verona70  on  the  northern  frontier,  and  the  image  of  his  palace,., 
Hill  extant,  on  a  coin,  reprefents  the  oldeft  and  mod  authentic 
model  of  Gothic  architecture.  Thefe  two  capitals,  as  well  as  Pavia, 
Spoleto,  Naples,  and  the  reft  of  the  Italian  cities,  acquired  under  his 
reign  the  ufeful  or  fplendid  decorations  of  churches,  aqueducts, 
baths,  porticoes,  and  palaces71.    But  the  happinefs  of  the  fubject  was 

6(5  Var.  vii.  i;.    Thefe  horfes  of  Monte-       fi9  See  an  epigram  of  Ennodius   (ii.  3.. 

Cavallo,  had  been  tranfported  from  Alexan-  p.  1893,  1894.)    on   this  garden  and  the 

dria  to  the  baths  of  Conftantine  (Nardini,  royal  gardener. 

p.  188. ).    Their  fculpture  is  difdained  by       70  His  affection  for  that  city  is  proved  by 

the  Abbe  Dubos  (Reflexions  fur  la  Poefie  et  the  epithet  of  "  Verona  tua,"  and  the  legend 

fur  la  f*einture,  torn.  i.  feclion  39.),  and  ad-  of  the  hero  ;  under  the  barbarous  name  of 

mired  by  Winckelman  (Hill,  de  l'Art.  torn.  ii.  Dietrich  of  Bern  (Peringfciold  ad  Cochlceum, 

p.  159.).  p.  240.),  Mafrei  traces  him  with  knowledge 

67  Var.  x.  10.  They  were  probably  a  and  pleafure  in  his  native  country  (1.  ix. 
fragment  of  fome  triumphal  car  (Cuper  de  p.  230 — 236.). 

Elephantis,  ii.  10.).  71  See  MafFei  (Verona  Illuftrata,  Part  i. 

68  Procopius  (Goth.  !.iv.  c.  21*)  relates  a  p.  231,232.308,  &c).  He  imputes  Gothic 
foclilhftory  of  Myron's  cow,  which  is  celebrat-  architecture,  like  the  corruption  of  language, 
ed  by  the  falfe  wit  of  thirty-fix  Greek  epigrams  writing,  &c.  not  to  the  Barbarians,  but  to  the 
(Antholog.  1.  iv.  p.  302 — 306.  edit.  Hen.  Italians  themfelves.  Compare  his  fentiments 
Steph.    Aufort.  Epigram,  lviii— Ixviii.).  with  thofe  of  Tirabofchi  (torn.  iii.  p.  61 .). 

mere 
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more  truly  confpicuous  in  the  bufy  fcene  of  labour  and  luxury,  m  c**^vP' 
the  rapid  encreafe  and  bold  enjoyment  of  national  wealth.  From  ^ — — / 
the  fhades  of  Tibur  and  Prasnefte,  the  Roman  lenators  Hill  retired  in  , 
the  winter-feafon  to  the  warm  fun,  and  falubrious  fprings  of  Baiae  ; 
and  their  villas,  which  advanced  on  folid  moles  into  the  bay  of 
Naples,  commanded  the  various  profpect  of  the  Iky,  the  earth, 
and  the  water.  On  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Hadriatic,  a  new  Cam- 
pania was  formed  in  the  fair  and  fruitful  province  of  Iftria,  which 
communicated  with  the  palace  of  Ravenna  by  an  eafy  navigation  of 
one  hundred  miles.  The  rich  productions  of  Lucania  and  the  ad- 
jacent provinces  were  exchanged  at  the  Marcilian  fountain,  in  a 
populous  fair  annually  dedicated  to  trade,  intemperance,  and  fuper- 
flition.  In  the  folitude  of  Comum,  which  had  once  been  animated 
by  the  mild  genius  of  Pliny,  a  tranfparent  bafon  above  fixty  miles 
in  length  ftill  reflected  the  rural  feats  which  encompaffed  the  margin 
of  the  Larian  lake  ;  and  the  gradual  afcent  of  the  hills  was  covered 
by  a  triple  plantation  of  olives  of  vines  and  of  chefnut  trees71.  Agri- 
culture revived  under  the  fhadow  of  peace,  and  the  number  of  huf- 
bandmen  was  multiplied  by  the  redemption  of  captives73.  The 
iron  mines  of  Dalmatia,  a  gold  mine  in  Bruttium,  were  carefully 
explored,  and  the  Pomptine  marfhes,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Spoleto, 
were  drained  and  cultivated  by  private  undertakers,  whofe  diftant 
reward  muft  depend  on  the  continuance  of  the  public  profperitv  :\ 

When- 

71  The  villas,  climate,  and  Iandfeip  of   dians  of  Lyons  and  Savoy.    Such  deeds  are 
Baire  (Var.  ix.  6.    See  Cluver.  Italia  Antiq.    the  beft  of  miracles. 

1.  iv.  c.  2.  p.  1 1 19,  &c),  Iftria  (Var.  xii.  22.  74  The  political  ceconomy  of  Theodoric 
26.),  and  Comum  (Var.  xi.  14.  compare  (fee  Anonym.  Valef.  p.  721.  and  Caliiodo- 
with  Pliny's  two  villas,  ix.  7.),  are  agreeably  rius,  in  Chron.)  may  be  diiHnctly  traced 
painted  in  the  Epiftles  of  Cafiiodorius.  under  the  following  heads:  iron  mine  (Var. 

73  In  Liguria  numerofa  agricoiarum  pro-  iii.  23.)  ;  gold  mine  fix.  3.)  ;  Pomptine 
genies  (Ennodius,  p.  1678,  1679,  1680.).  marfties  (ii.  32,  33.);  Spoleto  (ii.  2i.j; 
St.  Epiphanius  of  Pavia  redeemed  by  prayer  corn  (i.  34.  x.  27,  28.  xi.  11,  \z.)  ;  trade 
or  ranfom  6000  captives  from  the  Burgun-    (vi.  7.  vii.  9.  23.);  fair  of  Leucothoe  or 

E  2  St. 
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chap.  Whenever  the  feafons  were  lefs  propitious,  the  doubtful  precautions 

XX.XIX.  #  -     •  •  i 

<  <   of  forming  magazines  of  corn,  fixing  the  price,  and  prohibiting  the 

exportation,  attefted  at  leaft  the  benevolence  of  the  ftate  ;  but  fuch 
was  the  extraordinary  plenty  which  an  induftrious  people  produced 
from  a  grateful  foil,  that  a  gallon  of  wine  was  fometimes  fold  in 
Italy  for  lefs  than  three  farthings,  and  a  quarter  of  wheat  at  about 
five  (hillings  and  fixpence75.  A  country  pofleffed  of  fo  many  va- 
luable objects  of  exchange,  foon  attracted  the  merchants  of  the  world 
whofe  beneficial  traffic  was  encouraged  and  protected  by  the  liberal 
fpirit  of  Theodoric.  The  free  intercourfe  of  the  provinces  by  land 
and  water  was  reftored  and  extended  ;  the  city  gates  were  never 
fhut  either  by  day  or  by  night ;  and  the  common  faying,  that  a  purfe 
of  gold  might  be  fafely  left  in  the  fields,  was  exprefiive  of  the  con- 
fcious  fecurity  of  the  inhabitants76. 
Theodoric  A  difference  of  religion  is  always  pernicious  and  often  fatal  to 
the  harmony  of  the  prince  and  people ;  the  Gothic  conqueror  had 
been  educated  in  the  profelfion  of  Arianifm,  and  Italy  was  devoutly 
attached  to  the  Nicene  faith.  But  the  perfuafion  of  Theodoric  was 
not  infected  by  zeal,  and  he  pioully  adhered  to  the  herefy  of  his 
fathers,  without  condefcending  to  balance  the  fubtile  arguments  of 
theological  metaphyfics.  Satisfied  with  the  private  toleration  of  his 
Arian  fectaries,  he  juftly  conceived  himfelf  to  be  the  guardian  of 
the  public  worfhip,  and  his  external  reverence  for  a  fuperftition 
which  he  defpifed,  may  have  nourifhed  in  his  mind  the  falutary 
His  to!era-  indifference  of  a  ftatefman  or  philofopher.  The  Catholics  of  his 
Catholics.6     dominions  acknowledged,  perhaps  with  reluctance,  the  peace  of  the 

St.  Cyprian  in  Lucania  (viii.  33.)  ;  plenty  buted  from  the  granaries  at  xv  or  xxv  modii 

(xii.  4.)  ;  the  curfus,  or  public  poft  (i.  29.  for  a  piece  of  gold,  and  the  price  was  ftill 

ii.  31 .  iv.  47.  v.  5.  vi.  6.  vii.  33.) ;  the  Fla-  moderate. 

minian  way  (xii.  18.).  ?«  See  the  life  of  St.  Cacfarius  in  Baronius 

7S  LX  modii  tritici  in  folidum  ipfius  tern-  (A.  D.  508.  N°  12,  13,  14.).     The  king 

pcre  fuerunt,  et  vinum  xxx  amphoras  in  fo-  preferred  him  with  300  gold  folidi,  and  a 

lidum  (Fragment  Valef.).    Corn  was  dillri-  difcus  of  filver  of  the  weight  of  fixty  pounds. 

church  ; 
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church  ;  their  clergy,  according  to  the  degrees  of  rank  or  merit,  were 
honourably  entertained  in  the  palace  of  Theodoric  ;  he  efteemed  the 
living  fan&ity  of  Caefarius  77  and  Epiphanius 7S,  the  orthodox  bifhops 
of  Aries  and  Pavia ;  and  prefented  a  decent  offering  on  the  tomb  of 
St.  Peter,  without  any  fcrupulous  enquiry  into  the  creed  of  the 
apoftle79.  His  favourite  Goths,  and  even  his  mother,  were  per- 
mitted to  retain  or  embrace  the  Athanafian  faith,  and  his  long  reign 
could  not  afford  the  example  of  an  Italian  Catholic,  who,  either  from 
choice  or  compulfion,  had  deviated  into  the  religion  of  the  conqueror8'. 
The  people,  and  the  Barbarians  themfelves,  were  edified  by  the  pomp 
and  order  of  religious  worfhip  ;  the  magiftrates  were  inftrutted  to 
defend  the  juft  immunities  of  ecclefiaftical  perfons  and  poffeffions  ; 
the  bifhops  held  their  fynods,  the  metropolitans  exercifed  their 
jurifdiction,  and  the  privileges  of  fanctuary  were  maintained  or  mo- 
derated according  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Roman  jurifprudence.  With  the 
protection,  Theodoric  aflumed  the  legal  fupremacy,  of  the  church ; 
and  his  firm  adminiftration  reflored  or  extended  fome  ufeful  prero- 
gatives which  had  been  neglected  by  the  feeble  emperors  of  the 
Weft.  He  was  not  ignorant  of  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the 
Roman  pontiff,  to  whom  the  venerable  name  of  Pope  was  now  ap- 
propriated. The  peace  or  the  revolt  of  Italy  might  depend  on  the  cha~ 

77  Ennodius  in  Vit.  St.  Epiphanii,  in  Sir-  Procop.  Goth.  I.  i.  c.  i.  I.  ii.  c.  6.)  may  be 
mond  Op.  torn.  i.  p.  1672 — 1690.  Theo-  ftudied  in  the  Epiftles  of  Cafiiodorius,  under 
doric  beftowed  fome  important  favours  on  this  the  following  heads :  hijhops  ( Var.  i.  9.  via. 
bifhop,  whom  he  ufed  as  a  counfellor  in  peace  15.24.  xi.  23.) ;  immunities  (i.  26.  ii.  29, 30.) ; 
and  war.  church  lands  (iv.  17.  20.)  ;  fanftuaries  (ii.  11. 

78  Devotiffimus  ac  fi  Cathoficus  (Anonym.  Hi.  47.);  church  plate  (xii.  20.);  difciplint 
Valef.  p.  720.)  ;  yet  his  offering  was  no  more  (iv.  44.)  ;  which  prove  at  the  fame  time  that 
than  two  filver  candlefticks  (cerojtrata)  of  the  he  was  the  head  of  the  church  as  well  as  of 
weight  of  feventy  pounds,  far  inferior  to  the  the  ftate. 

gold  and  gems  of  Conftantinople  and  France  »°  We  may  reject  a  foolifh  tale  of  his  be- 

(AnafUfius  in  Vit.  Pont,  in  Hormifda,  p.  34.  heading  a  Catholic  deacon  who  turned  Arian 

edit.  Paris).  (Theodor.  Leflor.  N°  17.).    Why  is  Theo- 

79  The  tolerating  fyftem  of  his  reign  (En-  doric  furnamed  Afer  P  YromVafer?  (Valef. 
nodius,  p.  1612.    Anonym.  Valef.  p.  719.  ad  loc.)  A  light  conjecture. 

9  rader 
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c  H  A  ,p*  racier  of  a  wealthy  and  popular  bifhop,  who  claimed  fuch  ample 

XXXIX. 

\  , — dominion  both  in  heaven  and  earth  ;  who  had  been  declared  in  a 

numerous  fynod  to  be  pure  from  all  fin,  and  exempt  from  all  judg- 
ment8'. When  at  his  iummons  the  chair  of  St.  Peter  was  difputed 
by  Symmr.chus  and  Laurence,  they  appeared  before  the  tribunal  of 
an  Arian  monarch,  and  he  confirmed  the  election  of  the  nioft 
worthy  or  the  mcft  obfequious  candidate.  At  the  end  of  his  life, 
in  a  moment  of  jealonfy  and  refentment,  he  prevented  the  choice 
of  the  Romans,  by  nominating  a  pope  in  the  palace  of  Ravenna. 
The  danger  and  furious  contends  of  a  fchifm  were  mildly  retrained, 
and  the  )aft  decree  of  the  lenate  was  enacted  to  extinguifh,  if  it 
were  poflible,  the  fcandalous  venality  of  the  papal  elections s\ 

vices  cf  his       1  have  defcanted  with  pleafure  on  the  fortunate  condition  of  Italy; 

government.  fancy  muft  not  haftily  conceive  that  the  golden  age  of  the 

poets,  a  race  of  men  without  vice  or  mifery,  was  realifed  under  the 
Gothic  conqueft.  The  fair  profpect  was  fometimes  overcaft  with 
clouds  ;  the  wifdom  of  Theodoric  might  be  deceived,  his  power 
might  be  refilled,  and  the  declining  age  of  the  monarch  was  fullied 
with  popular  hatred  and  patrician  blood.  In  the  firft  infolence  of 
victory,  he  had  been  tempted  to  deprive  the  whole  party  of  Odoacer 
of  the  civil  and  even  the  natural  rights  of  fociety  83 ;  a  tax  unfeafon- 
ably  impofed  after  the  calamities  of  war,  would  have  crufhed  the 
rifing  agriculture  of  Liguria  ;  a  rigid  pre-emption  of  corn,  which 
was  .intended  for  the  public  relief,  muft  have  aggravated  the  diftrefs 

81  Ennoclius,  p.  162 1 ,  1622.  1636.  1638.  with  an  angry  growl,  this  Gothic  ufurpation. 

His  libell  was  approved  and  regiftered  (fyno-  83  He  difabled  them — a  licentia  tellandi ; 

daliter)  by  a  Roman  council  (Baronius,  A.  D.  and  all  Italy  mourned — lamentabili  juftitio. 

503.  N°6.    Francifcus  Pagi  in  Breviar.  Por.t.  I  wifti  to  believe  that  thefe  penalties  were 

Rom.  torn.  i.  p.  242.).  enadled  againlt  the  rebels,  who  had  violated 

S1  See  Cafiiodorius  (Var.  viii.  15.  ix.  15,  their  oath  of  allegiance;  but  the  teftimony 

16.),  Anartaiius  (in  Symmacho,  p.  31.),  and  of  Ennodius  (p.  1675  —  1678.)  is  the  more 

the  xviith  Annotation  of  Mafcou.  Baronius,  weighty,  as  he  lived  and  died  under  the 

Fagi,  andinoft  of  the  Catholic  doclors,  confefs,  reign  of  Theodoric. 
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of  Campania.  Thefe  dangerous  projects  were  defeated  by  the  virtue  CHAP, 
and  eloquence  of  Epiphanius  and  Boethius,  who,  in  the  prtfence  »  ' 
of  Theodoric  hiini'elf,  fuccefsfully  pleaded  the  caufe  of  the  people84: 
but  if  the  royal  ear  was  open  to  the  voice  of  truth,  a  faint  and  a 
philofopher  are  not  always  to  be  found  at  the  ear  of  kings.  The 
privileges  of  rank,  or  office,  or  favour,  were  too  frequently  abufed  by 
Italian  fraud  and  Gothic  violence,  and  the  avarice  of  the  king's 
nephew  was  publicly  expofed,  at  mfk  by  the  ulurpation,  and  after- 
wards by  the  reftitution  of  the  eftates  which  he  had  unjuftly  extorted 
from  his  Tufcan  neighbours.  Two  hundred  thoufand  Barbarians, 
formidable  even  to  their  m after,  were  feated  in  the  heart  of  Italy  ; 
they  indignantly  fupported  the  reftraints  of  peace  and  difcipline  ;  the 
d  forders  of  their  march  were  always  felt  and  fometimes  compen- 
fated  ;  and  where  it  was  dangerous  to  punifli,  it  might  be  prudent 
to  difl'emble,  the  fallies  of  their  native  fiercenefs.  When  the  indul- 
gence of  Theodoric  had  remitted  two  thirds  oc  the  Ligurian  tribute, 
he  condefcended  to  explain  the  difficulties  of  his  fituation,  and  to 
lament  the  heavy  though  inevitable  burthens  which  he  impofed  on 
his  fubjec~ts  for  their  own  defence ss.  Thefe  ungrateful  fubjects 
could  never  be  cordially  reconciled  to  the  origin,  the  religion,  or 
even  the  virtues  of  the  Gothic  conqueror  ;  paft  calamities  were  for- 
gotten, and  the  fenfe  or  fufpicion  of  injuries  was  rendered  ftill  more 
exquifite  by  the  prefent  felicity  of  the  times. 

Even  the  religious  toleration  which  Theodoric  had  the  glory  of  He  is  pro- 

voked  to  pef- 

mtroducing  into  the  Chrillian  world,  was  painful  and  offenfive  to  the  fecute  the 

Catholics. 

orthodox  zeal  of  the  Italians.  They  refpected  the  armed  herefy 
of  the  Goths ;  but  their  pious  rage  was  fafely  pointed  againft  the 

s*  Ennodius,  in  Vit.  Epiphan.  p.  1689,  by  the  various  hints  of  Caffiodorius  (ii.  8. 

1690.  Boethius  de  Confoiatione  Philofophiie,  iv.  56.  viii.  ;.). 

1.  i.  prof.  iv.  p.  45,  46,  47.     Refpedt,  but       85  Immanium  expenfarum  pondus.  .  .  pro 

weigh  the  paffions  of  the  faint  and  the  feua-  ipforum  faluU,  &c. ;  jet  thefe  are  no  more 

tor;  and  fortify  or  alleviate  their  complaints  than  words. 

8  rich 
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chap,  rich  anc]  ctefencelefs  Tews,  who  had  formed  their  eftablimments  at 

XXXIX 

v  Naples,  Rome,  Ravenna,  Milan,  and  Genoa,  for  the  benefit  of 

trade,  and  under  the  fanction  of  the  laws86.  Their  perfons  were 
infulted,  their  effeds  were  pillaged,  and  their  fynagogues  were 
burnt  by  the  mad  populace  of  Ravenna  and  Rome,  inflamed,  as  it 
mould  feera,  by  the  moft  frivolous  or  extravagant  pretences.  The 
government  which  could  neglect,  would  have  deferved  fuch  an 
outrage.  A  legal  enquiry  was  inftantly  directed ;  and  as  the  authors 
of  the  tumult  had  efcaped  in  the  crowd,  the  whole  community  was 
condemned  to  repair  the  damage  ;  and  the  obftinate  bigots  who  re- 
fufed  their  contributions,  were  whipped  through  the  ftreets  by  the 
hand  of  the  executioner.  This  fimple  act  of  juftice  exafperated  the 
difcontent  of  the  Catholics,  who  applauded  the  merit  and  patience 
of  thefe  holy  confeflbrs ;  three  hundred  pulpits  deplored  the  per- 
fection of  the  church,  and  if  the  chapel  of  St.  Stephen  at  Verona 
was  demolifhed  by  the  command  of  Theodoric,  it  is  probable  that 
fome  miracle  hoftile  to  his  name  and  dignity  had  been  performed 
on  that  facred  theatre.  At  the  clofe  of  a  glorious  life,  the  king  of 
Italy  difcovered  that  he  had  excited  the  hatred  of  a  people  whofe 
happinefs  he  had  fo  affiduoufly  laboured  to  promote ;  and  his  mind  was 
foured  by  indignation,  jealoufy,  and  the  bitternefs  of  unrequited 
love.  The  Gothic  conqueror  condefcended  to  difarm  the  unwar- 
like  natives  of  Italy,  interdicting  all  weapons  of  offence,  and  ex- 
cepting only  a  fmall  knife  for  domeftic  ufe.  The  deliverer  of  Rome 
was  accufed  of  confpiring  with  the  vileft  informers  againft  the  lives 
of  fenators  whom  he  fufpected  of  a  fecret  and  treafonable  correfpond- 
ence  with  the  Byzantine  court 87.    After  the  death  of  Anaftafius, 

86  The  Jews  were  fettled  at  Naples  (Pro-  87  Rex  avidus  communis  exitii,  &c.  (Boe- 

copius,  Goth.  I.  i.  c.  8.)>  at  Genoa  (Var.  ii.  thius,  1.  i.  p.  59.)  :  rex  dolum  Romanis  ten- 

28.  iv.  33.),  Milan  (v.  37.),  Rome  (iv.  43.)-  debat  (Anonym.  Valef.  p.  723.)-    Thefe  are 

See  likewife  Bafnage,  Hilt,  des  Juifs,  torn,  hard  words :  they  fpeak  the  paffions  of  the  Ita- 

viii.  c.  7.  p.  254.  lians,  and  thofe  (I  fear)  of  Theodoric  himfelf. 
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the  diadem  had  been  placed  on  the  head  of  a  feeble  old  man  ;  but  chap. 

r  rr  i  t    n  XXXIX. 

the  powers  or  government  were  afiumed  by  his  nephew  JuUinian,  *  r  ' 

who  already  meditated  the  extirpation  of  herefy,  and  the  conqueft 
of  Italy  and  Africa.  A  rigorous  law  which  was  publifhed  at  Con- 
stantinople, to  reduce  the  Arians  by  the  dread  of  punimment  within 
the  pale  of  the  church,  awakened  the  juft  refentment  of  Theodoric, 
who  claimed  for  his  diftrefTed  brethren  of  the  Eaft,  the  fame  indul- 
gence which  he  had  fo  long  granted  to  the  Catholics  of  his  domi- 
nions. At  his  ftern  command,  the  Roman  pontiff,  with  four  illuf- 
trious  fenators,  embarked  on  an  embaffy,  of  which  he  muft  have 
alike  dreaded  the  failure  or  the  fuccefs.  The  lingular  veneration 
fhewn  to  the  firft  pope  who  had  vifited  Conftantinople  was  punifhed 
as  a  crime  by  his  jealous  monarch ;  the  artful  or  peremptory  refufal 
of  the  Byzantine  court  might  excufe  an  equal,  and  would  provoke 
a  larger,  meafure  of  retaliation  ;  and  a  mandate  was  prepared  in  Italy 
to  prohibit,  after  a  ftated  day,  the  exercife  of  the  Catholic  woriliip.  By 
the  bigotry  of  his  fubje&s  and  enemies,  the  moft  tolerant  of  princes 
was  driven  to  the  brink  of  perfecution  ;  and  the  life  of  Theodoric 
was  too  long,  fince  he  lived  to  condemn  the  virtue  of  Boethius  and 
Symmachus  8\ 

The  fenator  Boethius89  is  the  laft  of  the  Pvomans  whom  Cato  Chara&er, 
or  Tully  could  have  acknowledged  for  their  countryman.    As  a  honors  erf", 
wealthy  orphan,  he  inherited  the  patrimony  and  honours  of  the  BoecniU5, 

88  I  have  laboured  to  extract  a  rational  of  the  two  Pagi's,  the  uncle  and  the  nephew, 
narrative  from  the  dark,  concife,  and  various  8»  Le  Clerc  has  compofed  a  critical  and 
hints  of  the  Valefian  Fragment  (p.  722,  723,  philofophical  life  of  Anicius  Manlius  Seve- 
724..),  Theophanes  (p.  145.),  Anailafius  (in  rinus  Boetius  (Bibliot.  Choifie,  torn.  xvi. 
Johanne,  p.  35.),  and  the  Hift.  Mifcella  p.  168—275.);  and  both  Tirabofchi  (torn, 
(p.  103.  edit.  Muratori).  A  gentle  preflure  Hi.)  and  Fabricius  (Bibiiot.  Latin.)  may 
and  paraphrafe  of  their  words,  is  no  vio-  be  ufefully  confuhed.  The  date  of  his  birth 
lence.  Confult  likewife  Muratori  (Annali  may  be  placed  about  the  year  470,  and  his 
d'ltalia,  torn.  iv.  p.  471 — 478.),  with  the  death  in  524.,  in  a  premature  old  age  (con- 
Annals  and  Breviary  (torn.  i.  259—263.)  fol.  Phil.  Metrica,  i.  p.  5.). 

Vol.  IV.  F  Aaician 
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Anician  family,  a  name  ambitioufly  affumed  by  the  kings  and  errr- 
perors  of  the  age ;  and  the  appellation  of  Manlius  afferted  his 
genuine  or  fabulous  defcent  from  a  race  of  confuls  and  dictators,, 
who  hid  repotted  the  Gauls  from  the  Capitol,  and  facrificed  their 
fons  to  the  difcipline  of  the  republic.  In  the  youth  of  Boethius,  the 
ft  ;dies  of  Rome  were  not  totally  abandoned  ;  a  Virgil'0  is  now  ex- 
tant, corrected  by  the  hand  of  a  conful ;  and  the  profeffors  of  gram- 
mar, rhetoric,  and  jurifprudcnce,  were  maintained  in  their  privileges 
and  penfions,  by  the  liberality  of  the  Goths.  But  the  erudition  of 
the  Latin  language  was  infufficient  to  fatiate  his  ardent  curiofity 
and  Boethius  is  faid  to  have  employed  eighteen  laborious  years  in 
the  fchools  of  Athens9',  which  were  fupported  by  the  zeal,  the 
learning,  and  the  diligence  of  Proclus  and  his  difciples.  The  rea- 
fon  and  piety  of  their  Roman  pupil  were  fortunately  faved  from  the 
contagion  of  myftery  and  magic,  which  polluted  the  groves  of  the 
academy  ;  but  he  imbibed  the  fpirit,  and  imitated  the  method  of  his 
dead  and  living  mafters,  who  attempted  to  reconcile  the  ftrong  and 
fubtle  fenfe  of  Ariftotle  with  the  devout  contemplation  and  fublime 
fancy  of  Plato.  After  his  return  to  Rome,  and  his  marriage  with 
the  daughter  of  his  friend,  the  patrician  Symmachus,  Boethius  ftill 
continued,  in  a  palace  of  ivory  and  marble,  to  profecute  the  fame 
ltudies9\    The  church  was  edified  by  his  profound  defence  of  the 


90  For  the  age  and  value  of  this  MS.  now 
in  the  Medicean  library  at  Florence,  fee  the 
Cenotaphia  Pifana  (p.  430 — 447.)  of  Cardi- 
nal Noris. 

91  The  Athenian  ftudies  of  Boethius  are 
doubtful  (Baronius,  A.  D.  510.  N°  3,  from  a 
fpurious  traft,  De  Difciplina  Scholarum),  and 
the  term  of  eighteen  years  is  doubtiefs  too 
long  :  but  the  fimple  fact  of  a  vifit  to  Athens, 
is  juftified  by  much  internal  evidence  (Bruck- 
er,  Hift.  Crit.  Philofoph.  torn.  iii.  p.  524  — 
527.),  and  byanexpreliion  (though  vague  and 


ambiguous)  of  his  friend  Caffiodorius  (Var.  i.. 
45.),  "  longe  pofrtas  Athenas  introifti." 

91  Bibliotheca;  comptos  ebore  ac  vitro  pa- 
rietes,  &c.  (Confol.  Phil.  1.  i.  prof.  v.  p.  74-). 
The  Epiftles  of  Ennodius  (vi.  6.  vii.  1 3.  viii. 
1.  31.  37.  40.)  and  Caffiodorius  (Var.  i.  39. 
iv.  6.  ix.  21.)  afford  many  proofs  of  the  high 
reputation  which  he  enjoyed  in  his  own  times. 
It  is  true  that  the  bifhop  of  Pavia  wanted  to 
purchafe  of  him  an  old  houfe  at  Milan,  and 
praife  might  be  tendered  and  accepted  in  part 
of  payment, 

orthodox 
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orthodox  creed  againft  the  Arian,  the  Eutychian,  and  the  Neftorlan  CVH„  b  p> 

,  r  XXXIX. 

Tierefies  ;  and  the  Catholic  unity  was  explained  or  expofed  in  a 
formal  treatife  by  the  indifference  of  three  diftincT:  though  confub- 
ftantial  perfons.  For  the  benefit  of  his  Latin  readers,  his  genius 
fubmitted  to  teach  the  firft  elements  of  the  arts  and  fciences  of 
Greece.  The  geometry  of  Euclid,  the  mufic  of  Pythagoras,  the 
arithmetic  of  Nicomachus,  the  mechanics  of  Archimedes,  the  aftro- 
nomy  of  Ptolemy,  the  theology  of  Plato,  and  the  logic  of  Ariftotle, 
with  the  commentary  of  Porphyry,  were  translated  and  illuftrated  by 
the  indefatigable  pen  of  the  Roman  fenator.  And  he  alone  was 
efteemed  capable  of  defcribing  the  wonders  of  art,  a  fun-dial,  a 
water-clcck,  or  a  fphere  which  reprefented  the  motions  of  the  planets. 
From  thefe  abftrufe  fpeculations,  Boethius  ftooped,  or  to  fpeak  more 
truly,  he  rofe  to  the  fociai  duties  of  public  and  private  life  :  the 
indigent  were  relieved  by  his  liberality ;  and  his  eloquence,  which 
flattery  might  compare  to  the  voice  of  Demofthenes  or  Cicero,  was 
uniformly  exerted  in  the  caufe  of  innocence  and  humanity.  Such 
confpicuous  merit  was  felt  and  rewarded  by  a  difcerning  prince  ; 
the  dignity  of  Boethius  was  adorned  with  the  titles  of  conful  and 
patrician,  and  his  talents  were  ufefully  employed  in  the  important 
iiation  of  matter  of  {he  offices.  Notwithstanding  the  equal  claims 
of  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  his  two  fons  were  created,  in  their  tender 
youth,  the  confuls  of  the  fame  year93.  On  the  memorable  day  of  their 
inauguration,  they  proceeded  in  folemn  pomp  from  their  palace  to 
the  forum,  amidft  the  applaufe  of  the  fenate  and  people  ;  and  their 
joyful  father,  the  true  conful  of  Rome,  after  pronouncing  an  oration 
in  the  praife  of  his  royal  bet*efat~tor,  diftributed  a  triumphal  largefs 

93  Pagi,  Muratori,  &c.  are  agreed  that  Bo-  confulftiips  to  the  philofonher,  had  perplexed 

ethius  himfelf  was  conful  in  the  year  510,  his  the  chronology  of  his  life.    In  his  honours, 

two  fons  in  522,  and  in  487,  perhaps,  his  fa-  alliances,  children,  he  celebrates  his  own  fe- 

*h.er.    A  delire  of  afcribing  the  lafl  of  thefe  licity — his  pall  felicity  (p.  J09,  1 10.). 
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XXXIX. 


His  patriot- 
ifm. 


in  the  games  of  the  circus.  Profperous  in  his  fame  and  fortunes, 
in  his  public  honours  and  private  alliances,  in  the  cultivation  of 
fcience  and  the  confcioufnefs  of  virtue,  Boethius  might  have  been 
ftyled  happy,  if  that  precarious  epithet  could  be  fafely  applied  before 
the  laft  term  of  the  life  of  man. 

A  philofopher,  liberal  of  his  wealttTand  parfimonious  of  his  time, 
might  be  infenfible  to  the  common  allurements  of  ambition,  the  thirft 
of  gold  and  employment.  And  fome  credit  may  be  due  to  the 
affeveration  of  Boethius,  that  he  had  reluctantly  obeyed  the  divine 
Plato,  who  enjoins  every  virtuous  citizen  to  refcue  the  ftate  from 
the  ufurpation  of  vice  and  ignorance.  For  the  integrity  of  his  public 
conduct  he  appeals  to  the  memory  of  his  country.  His  authority 
had  reftrained  the  pride  and  oppreffion  of  the  royal  officers,  and  his 
eloquence  had  delivered  Paulianus  from  the  dogs  of  the  palace.  He 
had  always  pitied,  and  often  relieved  the  diftrefs  of  the  provincials, 
whofe  fortunes  were  exhaufted  by  public  and  private  rapine ;  and 
Boethius  alone  had  courage  to  oppofe  the  tyranny  of  the  Barbarians, 
elated  by  conqueft,  excited  by  avarice,  and,  as  he  complains,  en- 
couraged by  impunity.  In  thefe  honourable  contefts,  his  fpirrt  foared 
above  the  confideration  of  danger,  and  perhaps  of  prudence  ;  and 
we  may  learn  from  the  example  of  Cato,  that  a  character  of  pure 
and  inflexible  virtue  is  the  moil  apt  to  be  mifled  by  prejudice,  to  be 
heated  by  enthufiafm,  and  to  confound  private  enmities  with  public 
juftice<  The  difciple  of  Plato  might  exaggerate  the  infirmities  of 
nature,  and  the  imperfections  of  fociety  ;  and  the  mildeft  form  of  a 
Gothic  kingdom,  even  the  weight  of  allegiance  and  gratitude,  muft 
be  insupportable  to  the  free  fpirit  of  a  Roman  patriot  But  the 
favour  and  fidelity  of  Boethius  declined  in  juft  proportion  with  the 
public  happincfs ;  and  an  unworthy  colleague  was  impofed,  to 
divide  and  controul  the  power  of  the  mafter  of  the  offices.  In  the  laft 

gloomy 
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gloomy  feafon  of  Theodoric,  he  indignantly  felt  that  he  was  a  flave  ;  C  H  A  P. 

but  as  his  mafter  had  only  power  over  his  life,  he  flood  without  arms   *  ' 

and  without  fear  againft  the  face  of  an  angry  Barbarian,  who  had  been 
provoked  to  believe  that  the  fafety  of  the  fenate  was  incompatible  with 
his  own.  The  fenator  Albinus  was  accufed  and  already  convicted  on  Heisaceofci 
the  prefumption  of  hoping,  as  it  was  faid,  the  liberty  of  Rome. 
"  If  Albinus  be  criminal,"  exclaimed  the  orator,  "  the  fenate  and 
"  myfelf  are  all  guilty  of  the  fame  crime.    If  we  are  innocent, 
"  Albinus  is  equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  laws."  Thefe 
laws  might  not  have  punifhed  the  fimple  and  barren  wifh  of  an  un- 
attainable blefling  j  but  they  would  have  fhewn  lefs  indulgence  to 
the  ram  confeffion  of  Boethius,  that,  had  he  known  of  a  confpiracy, 
the  tyrant  never  mould 9+.    The  advocate  of  Albinus  was  foon  in- 
volved in  the  danger  and  perhaps  the  guilt  of  his  client ;  their  figna- 
ture  (which  they  denied  as  a  forgery)  was  affixed  to  the  original 
addrefs,  inviting  the  emperor  to  deliver  Italy  from  the  Goths  ;  and 
three  witneffes  of  honourable  rank,  perhaps  of  infamous  reputation, 
attefted  the  treafonable  defigns  of  the  Roman  patrician93.    Yet  his 
innocence  muft  be  prefumed,  fince  he  was  deprived  by  Theodoric 
of  the  means  of  juftification,  and  rigoroufly  confined  in  the  tower 
of  Pavia,  while  the  fenate,  at  the  diftance  of  five  hundred  miles, 
pronounced  a  fentence  of  confifcation  and  death  againft  the  molt, 
illuftrious  of  its  members.    At  the  command  of  the  Barbarians,  the 
occult  fcience  of  a  philofopher  was  ftigmatized  with  the  names  of 
facrilege  and  magic96.    A  devout  and  dutiful  attachment  to  the 

54  Si  ego  fa/Tern  tu  nefci/Tes.     Boethius  which  likevvife  mention  Decoratus  (v.  31.), 

adopts  this  anfwer  (1.  i.  prof.  4.  p.  53.)  of  the  worthlefs  colleague  of  Boethius  (I.  iii. 

Julius  Canus,  whofe  philofophic  death  is  de-  prof.  4.  p.  103.). 

fcribed  by  Seneca  (De  Tranquillitate  Animi,       96  A  fevere  enquiry  was  inftituted  into  the 

c  I4-)1  crime  of  magic  (Var.  iv.  22,  23.  ix.  iS.)j 

95  The  characters  of  his  two  delators,  Ba-  and  it  was  believed  that  many  necromancers 

fihus  (Var.  ii.  10,  11.  iv.  22.)  and  Opilio  had  efcaped  by  making  their  gaolers  mad  1 

(v.  q.f.  viii.  16.),  are  illnftrated,  not  much  to  for  mad,  I  mould  read  drunk, 
their  honour,  in  the  Epillles  of  Cafliodorius.,  9 

fenate 
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c  fenate  was  condemned  as  criminal  by  the  trembling  voices  of  the 

XXX  1JSl» 

«■  „  '  fenators  themfeives  ;  and  their  ingratitude  deferred  the  wifli  or 
prediction  of  Boethius,  that,  after  him,  none  fhould  be  found  guilty 
-of  the  fame  offence 97 . 

His  impri-        While  Boethius,  oppreffed  with  fetters,  expected  each  moment 

fonment  and  . 

death,         the  fentence  or  the  ftroke  of  death,  he  compofed  in  the  tower  of 


A.D.52|. 


Pavia  the  confolation  of  philofophy  •  a  golden  volume  not  unworthy 
of  the  leifure  of  Plato  or  Tully,  but  which  claims  incomparable 
merit  from  the  barbarifm  of  the  times  and  the  fituation  of  the  author. 
The  celeftial  guide  whom  he  had  fo  long  invoked  at  Rome  and 
Athens,  now  condefcended  to  illumine  his  dungeon,  to  revive  his 
courage,  and  to  pour  into  his  wounds  her  falutary  balm.  She  taught 
him  to  compare  his  long  profperity  and  his  recent  diftrefs,  and  to 
conceive  new  hopes  from  the  inconftancy  of  fortune.  Reafon  had 
informed  him  of  the  precarious  condition  of  her  gifts ;  experience  had 
fatisfied  him  of  their  real  value;  he  had  enjoyed  them  without' 
guilt ;  he  might  refign  them  without  a  figh,  and  calmly  difdain  the 
impotent  malice  of  his  enemies,  who  had  left  him  happinefs,  fince 
they  had  left  him  virtue.  From  the  earth,  Boethius  afeended  to 
heaven  in  fearch  of  the  supreme  good  ;  explored  the  metaphyseal 
labyrinth  of  chance  and  deftiny,  of  prefcience  and  free-will,  of  time 
and  eternity  ;  and  generoufly  attempted  to  reconcile  the  perfect  at- 
tributes of  the  Deity,  with  the  apparent  diforders  of  his  moral  and 
phyfical  government.  Such  topics  of  confolation,  fo  obvious,  fo 
vague,  or  fo  abftrufe,  are  ineffectual  to  fubdue  the  feelings  of  human 
nature.  Yet  the  fenfe  of  misfortune  may  be  diverted  by  the  labour 
of  thought ;  and  the  fage  who  could  artfully  combine  in  the  fame 

97  Boethius  had  compofed  his  own  Apo-  weighty  words  of  the  Valelian  Fragment 

logy  (p.  53. )>  perhaps  more  interesting  than  (p.  723.).    An  anonymous  writer  (Sinner, 

his  confolation.    We  muft  be  content  with  Catalog.  MSS.  Bibliot.  Bern.  torn.  i.  p.  2S7.) 

the  general  view  of  his  honours,  principles,  charges  him  home  with  honourable  and  pa- 

perfecution,  &c.  (1.  i.  prof.  iv.  p.  42 — 62.),  triotic  treafon. 
which  may  be  compared  with  the  flicrt  and 

8  work, 
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work,  the  various  riches  of  philofophyy  poetry,  and  eloquence,  muft  °x™^x?* 

already  have  poffeffed  the  intrepid  calmnefs,  which  he  affected  to  <  , — 

feek.  Sufpenfe,  the  worft  of  evils  was  at  length  determined  by  the 
minifters  of  death,  who  executed,,  and  perhaps  exceeded,  the  in- 
human mandate  of  Theodoric.  A  ftrong  cord  was  faflened  round 
the  head  of  Boethius,  and  forcibly  tightened,  till  his  eyes  almoft 
ftarted  from  their  fockets ;  and  fome  mercy  may  be  difcovered  in 
the  milder  torture  of  beating  him  with  clubs  till  he  expired  'J\  But 
his  genius  furvived  to  diffufe  a  ray  of  knowledge  over  the  darkeft 
ages  of  the  Latin  world  ;  the  writings  of  the  philofopher  were  trans- 
lated by  the  molt  glorious  of  the  Englifh  kings",  and  the  third 
emperor  of  the  name  of  Otho  removed  to  a  more  honourable  tomb 
the  bones  of  a  Catholic  faint,  who,  from  his  Arian  perfecutors,  had 
acquired  the  honours  of  martyrdom,  and  the  fame  of  miracles100. 
In  the  laft  hours  of  Boethius,  he  derived  fome  comfort  from  the 
fafety  of  his  two  fons,  of  his  wife,  and  of  his  father-in-law,  the  vene- 
rable Symmachus:  But  the  grief  of  Symmachus  was  indifcreet,  and 
perhaps  difrefpe&ful :  he  had  prefumed  to  lament,  he  might  dare 
to  revenge,  the  death  of  an  injured  friend.    He  was  dragged  in  Death  of 

r  ,  ,  Symmachus^. 

chains  from  Rome  to  the  palace  of  Ravenna ;  and  the  fufpicions  of  a.  D.  5Z5, 

98  He  was  executed  in  Agro  Calventiano  meflic  doctors.  For  the  reputation  of  Boethius 
(Calvenzano  between  Marignano  and  Pavia),  in  the  middle  ages,  confult  Brucker  (Hift, 
Anonym.  Valef.  p.  723.  by  order  of  Eufe-  Crit.  Philofoph.  torn.  iii.  p.  565,  566.). 
bius  count  of  Ticinum  or  pavia.  The  place  1LO  The  inlcription  on  his  new  tomb  was 
of  his  confinement  is  ftyled  the  baptifiery,  an  compofed  by  the  preceptor  of  Otho  the  third, 
edifice  and  name  peculiar  to  cathedra!?.  It  the  learned  Pope  Silvelter  II.  who,  like  Boe- 
k  claimed  by  the  perpetual  tradition  of  the  thius  hirnfelf,  was  ftyled  a  magician  by  the 
church  of  Pavia.  The  tower 'of  Bi.ethius  ignorance  of  times.  The  Catholic  martyr 
fubfitled  till  the  year  1584,  and  the  draught  had  carried  his  head  in  his  hands  a  confider- 
is  yet  preferved  (Tirabofchi,  torn.  iii.  p.  47,  able  way  (Baronius,  A.  D.  526.  N°  17,  18.); 

yet,  . on  a  fimilar  tale,  a  lady  of  my  acquaint- 

99  See  the  Biographia  Britannica,  Alfred,  ance  once  obferved,  "La  diltance  n'y  fait 
torn.  i.  p.  80.  2d  edition.  The  work  is  ftill  "  rien  ;  il  n'y  a  que  le  premier  pas  qui. 
more   honourable   if  performed  under  the    "  coute." 

learned  eye  of  Alfred  by  his  foreign  and  do- 
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c  H  A  P-  Theodoric  could  only  be  appeafed  by  the  blood  of  an  innocent  and 

*  +  '  aged  Senator101  • 

Remorfe  and      Humanity  will  be  difpofed  to  encourage  any  report  which  teftifies 

Theodoric,  the  jurisdiction  of  confcience  and  the  remorfe  of  kings  ;  and  philo- 

A.  D  c 26 

Auguift  30/  fophy  is  not  ignorant  that  the  mod  horrid  fpeclres  are  fometimes 
created  by  the  powers  of  a  difordered  fancy,  and  the  weaknefs  of  a 
diftempered  body.  After  a  life  of  virtue  and  glory,  Theodoric  was 
now  defcending  with  Shame  and  guilt  into  the  grave  :  his  mind  was 
humbled  by  the  contrail  of  the  paft,  and  juftly  alarmed  by  the  in- 
visible terrors  of  futurity.  One  evening,  as  it  is  related,  when  the 
head  of  a  large  fifh  was  ferved  on  the  royal  table101,  he  fuddenly 
exclaimed  that  he  beheld  the  angry  countenance  of  Symmachus, 
his  eyes  glaring  fury  and  revenge,  and  his  mouth  armed  with  long 
fharp  teeth,  which  threatened  to  devour  him.  The  monarch  in- 
ftantly  retired  to  his  chamber,  and,  as  he  lay,  trembling  with  aguifh. 
cold,  under,  a  weight  of  bed-clothes,  he  exprefled  in  broken  murmurs 
to  his  phyfician  Elpidius,  his  deep  repentance  for  the  murders  of 
Boethius  and  Symmachus I03.  His  malady  encreafed,  and  after  a 
dyfentery  which  continued  three  days,  he  expired  in  the  palace  of 
Ravenna,  in  the  thirty-third,  or,  if  we  compute  from  the  invalion 
of  Italy,  in  the  thirty-feventh  year  of  his  reign.  Confcious  of  his 
approaching  end,  he  divided  his  treafures  and  provinces  between 

101  Boethius  applauds  the  virtues  of  his  evidence  of  extenfive  dominion  ;  andthofeof 
father-in-law  (I.L  prof.  4.  p.  59.  I.  ii.  prof,  the  Rhine,  of  Sicily,  and  of  the  Danube, 
4.  p.  118.).  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  i.  c.  j .),  the  were  ferved  on  the  table  of  Theodoric  (Var. 
Valefian  Fragment  (p.  724.),  and  the  Hifto-  xii.  14.).  The  monftrous  turbot  of  Domi- 
ria  Mifcella  (1.  xv.  p.  105.),  agree  in  praifing  tian  (Juvenal.  Satir.  iii.  39.)  had  been  caught 
the  fuperior  innocence  or  fan&ity  of  bymma-  on  the  mores  of  the  Adriatic. 

chus ;  and  in  the  eftimation  of  the  legend,  the  103  Procopius,  Goth.  1.  i.  c.  1.  But  he 
guilt  of  his  murder  is  equal  to  the  imprifon-  might  have  informed  us,  whether  he  had  re- 
ment  of  a  Pope.  ceived  this  curious  anecdote  from  common 

102  In  the  fanciful  eloquence  of  Caffiodo-  report,  or  from  the  mouth  of  the  royal  phyli- 
rius,  the  variety  of  fca  and  river-fidi  are  an  cian. 

his 
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his  two  grandfons,  and  fixed  the  Rhone  as  their  common  bound-  c  YYAYP' 
ary104.  Amalaric  was  reftored  to  the  throne  of  Spain.  Italy,  with  v— — v — 
all  the  conquefts  of  the  Oftrogoths,  was  bequeathed  to  Athalaric  ; 
whofe  age  did  not  exceed  ten  years,  but  who  was  cherifhed  as  the 
laft  male  offspring  of  the  line  of  Amali,  by  the  fhort-lived  marriage  of 
his  mother  Amalafuntha,  with  a  royal  fugitive  of  the  fame  blood ,os. 
In  the  prefence  of  the  dying  monarch,  the  Gothic  chiefs  and  Italian 
magistrates  mutually  engaged  their  faith  and  loyalty  to  the  young 
prince,  and  to  his  guardian  mother ;  and  received  in  the  fame 
awful  moment,  his  laft  falutary  advice,  to  maintain  the  laws,  to  love 
the  fenate  and  people  of  Rome,  and  to  cultivate  with  decent 
reverence  the  friendfhip  of  the  emperor l06.  The  monument  of 
Theodoric  was  erected  by  his  daughter  Amalafuntha,  in  a  confpi- 
cuous  lituation,  which  commanded  the  city  of  Ravenna,  the  har- 
bour, and  the  adjacent  coaft.  A  chapel  of  a  circular  form,  thirty 
feet  in  diameter,  is  crowned  by  a  dome  of  one  entire  piece  of 
granite :  from  the  centre  of  the  dome,  four  columns  arofe,  which 
fupported,  in  a  vafe  of  porphyry,  the  remains  of  the  Gothic  king, 
furrounded  by  the  brazen  ftatues  of  the  twelve  apoftles'07.  His 
fpirit,  after  fome  previous  expiation,  might  have  been  permitted  to 
mingle  with  the  benefactors  of  mankind,  if  an  Italian  hermit  had 

,0+  Procopius,  Goth.  1.  i.  c.  i,  2.  12,  13.  tharic  was  afper  in  religione  (Anonym.  Valef. 

This  partition  had  been  directed  by  Theodo-  p.  722,  723.). 

ric,  though  it  was  not  executed  till- after  his  106  See  the  counfels  of  Theodoric,  and  the 

death.    Regni  hereditatem  fuperftes  reliquit  profeflions   of  his   fucceffor,   in  Procopius 

(Ifidor.  Chron.  p.  721.  edit.  Grot.).  (Goth.  I.  i.  c.  1,  2.),  Jornandes  (c.  59. 

105  Berimur.d,  the  third  in  defcent  from  p.  220,  221.),  and  Caffiodorius  (Var.  viii. 

Hermanric,  king  of  the  Oftrogoths,  had  re-  1 — 7>)-    Thefe  epiftles  are  the  triumph  of 

tired  into  Spain,  where  he  lived  and  died  in  his  minifterial  eloquence, 

obfcurity  (Jornandes,  c.  33.  p.  202.  edit.  Mu-  107  Anonym.  Valef.  p.  724.    Agnellus  de 

rator.).     See  the  difcovery,  nuptials,  and  Vitis  Pont.  Raven,  in  Muratori  Script.  Rerum 

death   of  his  grandfon  Eutharic   (c.  58.  Ital.  torn.  ii.  P.  i.  p.  67.    Alberti  Defcrit- 

p.  2zo.).    His  Roman  games  might  render  tione  d'ltalia,  p.  311. 
him  popular  (Cafliodor.  in  Chron.),  but  Eu- 

Vol.  IV.  G  net 
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CHAP.  not  been  witnefs  in  a  vifion  to  the  damnation  of  Theodoric18*- 
xxxix.  .  ,  * 

u       — >  whofe  foul  was  plunged,  by  the  minifters  of  divine  vengeance,  into 

the  vulcano  of  Lipari,  one  of  the  flaming  mouths  of  the  infernal 

world  ,eV 

108  This  legend  is  related  by  Gregory  I.  109  Theodoric  himfelf,  or  rather  Caffiodo- 

(Dialog.  iv.  36.),  and  approved  by  Baronius  rius,  had  defcribed  in  tragic  ftrains  the  vul- 

(A.  D.  526.  N?  28.);  and  both  the  Pope  canos  of  Lipari  (Cluver.  Sicilia,  p.  406— 

and  Cardinal  are  grave  dodtors,  fufficient  to  410.)  and  Vefuvius  (iv.  50.). 
eftablifh  a  probable  opinion. 
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CHAP.  XL. 

Elevation  of  jfuftin  the  Elder. — Reign  of  yuflinian  : — - 
I.  'The  Emprefs  Theodora. — II.  Factions  of  the  Circus, 
and  Sedition  of  Conflantinople. — III.  Trade  and  Ma- 
nufaElnre  of  Silk. — IV.  Finances  and  Taxes. — V.  Edi- 
fices of  yuflinian. — Church  of  St.. Sophia. — Fortifca- 
tions  and  Frontiers'  of  the  Eaflern  Empire. — Abolition 
of  the  Schools  of  Athens,  and  the  Confulfdip  of  Rome. 

TH  E  emperor  Juftinian  was  born 1  near  the  ruins  of  Sardica  CHAP. 
-XL. 
(the  modern  Sophia),  of  an  obfcure  race1  of  Barbarians3,  the  ^ — 

inhabitants  of  a  wild  and  defolate  country,  to  which  the  names  of  emperor  ° 

Dardania,  of  Dacia,  and  of  Bulgaria,  have  been  fucceflively  applied,  a/d^'2 

His  elevation  was  prepared  by  the  adventurous  fpirit  of  his  uncle 

Juftin,  who,  with  two  other  peafants  of  the  fame  village,  deferted,  for  May  "» 

the  profeffion  of  arms,  the  more  ufeful  employment  of  hufbandmen  or 

Ihepherds4.    On  foot,  with  a  fcanty  provifion  of  bifcuit  in  their 

1  There  is  fome  difficulty  in  the  date  of  his  3  Ludewig  (p.  1 27 — 135.)  attempts  to  juf- 

birth  (Ludewig  in  Vit.  Juftiniani,  p.  125.)  ;  tify  the  Anician  name  of  Juftinian  and  Theo- 

none  in  the  place — the  diftricl  Bederiana — the  dora,  and  to  conned  them  with  a  family  from 

village  Taurefium,  which  he  afterwards  deco-  which  the  houfe  of  Auftria  has  been  derived, 

rated  with  his  name  and  fplendour  (D'An-  4  See  the  Anecdotes  of  Procopius  (c.  6.), 

ville,  Hift.  de  l'Acad.  &c.  torn.  xxxi.  p.  287  with  the  notes  of  N.  Alemannus.  The  fatirift 

—292.).  would  not  have  funk,  in  the  vague  and  decent 

a  The  names  of  thefe  Dardanbn  peafants  appellation  of  ywfyv:,  the  £»*s;\o?  and  cn-po^o? 

are  Gothic,  and  almoft  Englilh  :  Jujlinianxs  of  Zonaras.    Yet  why  are  thofe  names  dif- 

a  tranflation  of  uprauda  (upright)  ;  his  father  graceful? — and  what  German  baron  would 

Sabatius  (in  Graeco-barbarous  languagey?*,*^,)  not  be  proud  to  defcend  from  the  Eumasus 

was  flyled  in~  his  village  Iftcck  (Stock)  ;  his  cf  the  Od)iTeyf 
mother  Bigleniza  was  foftened  into Vigilantia. 

G  2  knap- 
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c      A  p*  knapfacks,  the  three  youths  followed  the  high-road  of  Conftanti- 

Ala* 

— '  nople,  and  were  foon  enrolled,  for  their  ftrength  and  ftature,  among 
the  guards  of  the  emperor  Leo.  Under  the  two  fucceeding  reigns7 
the  fortunate  peafant  emerged  to  wealth  and  honours ;  and  his 
efcape  from  fome  dangers  which  threatened  his  life,  was  afterwards 
afcribed  to  the  guardian  angel  who  watches  over  the  fate  of  kings. 
His  long  and  laudable  fervice  in  the  Ifaurian  and  Perfian  wars,  would 
not  have  preferved  from  oblivion  the  name  of  Juftin ;  yet  they 
might  warrant  the  military  promotion,  which  in  the  courfe  of  fifty 
years  he  gradually  obtained ;  the  rank  of  tribune,  of  count,  and  of 
general,  the  dignity  of  fenator,  and  the  command  of  the  guards, 
who  obeyed  him  as  their  chief,  at  the  important  crifis  when  the 
emperor  Anaftafius  was  removed  from  the  world.  The  powerful 
kinfmen  whom  he  had  raifed  and  enriched,  were  excluded  from  the 
throne ;  and  the  eunuch  Amantius,  who  reigned  in  the  palace,  had 
fecretly  refolved  to  fix  the  diadem  on  the  head  of  the  moft  obfequi- 
ous  of  his  creatures.  A  liberal  donative,  to  conciliate  the  fufFrage 
of  the  guards,  was  entrufted  for  that  purpofe  in  the  hands  of  their 
commander.  But  thefe  weighty  arguments  were  treacheroufly  em- 
Elevation  ployed  by  Juftin  in  his  own  favour  ;  and  as  no  competitor  pre- 
KnunSe  °f  fumed  to  appear,  the  Dacian  peafant  was  inverted  with  the  purple, 
iuftT?  L  o  by  tne  unanimous  confent  of  the  foldiers  who  knew  him  to  be  brave 
July  10;  and  gentle,  of  the  clergy  and  people  who  believed  him  to  be  or- 
April  i— or    thodox,  and  of  the  provincials  who  yielded  a  blind  and  implicit 


Auguft  I. 


fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  the  capital.  The  elder  Juftin,  as  he  is 
diftinguifhed  from  another  emperor  of  the  fame  family  and  name, 
afcended  the  Byzantine  throne  at  the  age  of  fixty- eight  years  ;  and, 
had  he  been  left  to  his  own  guidance,  every  moment  of  a  nine  years 
reign  muft  have  expofed  to  his  fubje&s  the  impropriety  of  their 
choice.  His  ignorance  was  fimilar  to  that  of  Theodoric  ;  and  it  is 
remarkable,  that  in  an  age  not  deftitute  of  learning,  two  contempo- 
rary 
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fary  monarchs  had  never  been  inftru&ed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  c  ^A  p« 
alphabet.  But  the  genius  of  Juftin  was  far  inferior  to  that  of  the  v — * — ~ * 
Gothic  king:  the  experience  of  a  foldier  had  not  qualified  him  for  the 
government  of  an  empire ;  and,  though  perfonally  brave,  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  his  own  weaknefs  was  naturally  attended  with  doubt, 
diftruft,  and  political  apprehenfion.  But  the  official  bufinefs  of  the 
ftate  was  diligently  and  faithfully  tranfacted  by  the  quaftor  Proclus5; 
and  the  aged  emperor  adopted  the  talents  and  ambition  of  his  nephew 
Juftinian,  an  afpiring  youth,  whom  his  uncle  had  drawn  from  the 
ruftic  folitude  of  Dacia,  and  educated  at  Constantinople,  as  the  heir 
of  his  private  fortune  and  at  length  of  the  Eaftern  empire. 

Since  the  eunuch  Amantius  had  been  defrauded  of  his  money,  it  Adoption 
became  neceffary  to  deprive  him  of  his  life.    The  tafk  was  eafily  fion  of 
accomplifhed  by  the  charge  of  a  real  or  fictitious  confpiracy ;  and  ^a!d! 
the  judges  were  informed,  as  an  accumulation  of  guilt,  that  he  was    52°— S27- 
fecretly  addicted  to  the  Manichsean  herefy6.  Amantius  loft  his  head  ; 
three  of  his  companions,  the  firft  domeftics  of  the  palace,  were  pu- 
nifhed  either  with  death  or  exile  ;  and  their  unfortunate  candidate 
for  the  purple  was  caft  into  a  deep  dungeon,  overwhelmed  with 
ftones,  and  ignominioufly  thrown,  without  burial,  into  the  fea. 
The  ruin  of  Vitalian  was  a  work  of  more  difficulty  and  danger. 
That  Gothic  chief  had  rendered  himfelf  popular  by  the  civil  war 
which  he  boldly  waged  againft  Anaftafius  for  the  defence  of  the 
orthodox  faith,  and  after  the  conclufion  of  an  advantageous  treaty, 
he  flill  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Constantinople  at  the  head 
of  a  formidable  and  victorious  army  of  Barbarians.    By  the  frail 

5  His  virtues  are  praifed  by  Procopius  and  Tyre,  the  former  no  more  than  fix  days 
(Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  u.).  The  qusftor  Proclus  after  the  deceafe  of  Anaftafius.  Tbey  pro- 
was  the  friend  of  Juftinian,  and  the  enemy  duced,  the  latter  applauded,  the  eunuch's 
of  every  other  adoption.  death  (Baronius,  A.  D.  518.  P.  ii.  N°  15. 

6  Manichcean  fignifies  Eutychian.    Hear  Fleury,  Hift.  Ecclef.  torn.  vii.  p.  200.  205. 
the  furious  acclamations  of  Conftantinople  from  the  Councils,  torn.  v.  p.  182.  207.). 

fecurity 
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CHAP,  fecurity  of  oaths,  he  was  tempted  to  relinquifh  this  advantageous 
u^./.^/  fituation,  and  to  truft  his  perfon  within  the  walls  of  a  city,  whofe 
inhabitants,  particularly  the  blue  faction,  were  artfully  incenfed 
againfc  him  by  the  remembrance  even  of  his  pious  hoftilities.  The 
emperor  and  his  nephew  embraced  him  as  the  faithful  and  worthy 
champion  of  the  church  and  ftate  ;  and  gratefully  adorned  their 
favourite  with  the  titles  of  conful  and  general  ;  but  in  the  feventh 
month  of  his  confulftrip,  Vitalian  was  ftabbed  with  feventeen  wounds 
at  the  royal  banquet 7 ;  and  Juftinian,  who  inherited  the  fpoil,  was 
accufed  as  the  affaffin  of  a  ipiritual  brother,  to  whom  he  had  re- 
cently pledged  his  faith  in  the.  participation  of  the  Chriftian  myfte- 
ries8.  After  the  fall  of  his  rival,  he  was  promoted,  without  any 
claim  of  military  fervice,  to  the  office  of  mafter-general  of  the  Eaftern 
armies,  whom  it  was  his  duty  to  lead  into  the  field  againft  the 
public  enemy.  But,  in  the  purfuit  of  fame,  Juftinian  might  have 
loft  his  prefent  dominion  over  the  age  and  weaknefs  of  his  uncle ; 
and,  inftead  of  acquiring  by  Scythian  or  Perfian  trophies  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  his  countrymen9,  the  prudent  warrior  folicited  their  favour 
in  the  churches,  the  circus,  and  the  fen'ate,  of  Conftantinople.  The 
Catholics  were  attached  to  the  nephew  of  Juftin,  who,  between  the 
Neftorian  and  Eutychian  herefies,  trod  the  narrow  path  of  inflexible 
and  intolerant  orthocloxy ,0.    In  the  firft  days  of  the  new  reign,  he 

1  His  power,  character,  and  intentions  are  9  In  his  earlieft  youth  (plane  adolefcens) 

perfectly  explained  by  the  Count  de  Buat  he  had  parted  fome  time  as  an  hoftage  with 

(torn.  ix.  p.  54 — 8 1.).    He  was  great-grand-  Theodoric.    For  this  curious  faft,  Aleman- 

fon  of  Afpar,  hereditary  prince  in  the  Lefler  nus  (ad  Procop.  Anecdot.  c.  9.  p.  34.  of  the 

S:ythia,  and  count  of  the  Gothic  fcedirati  of  firft  edition)  quotes  a  MS.  hiftory  of  JulH- 

Thrace.  The  Beffi,  whom  he  could  influence,  nian,  by  his  preceptor  Theophilus.  Ludewig 

are  the  minor  Goths  of  Jornandes  (c.  51.).  (p.  143.)  wifties  to  make  him  a  foldier. 

8  Juftiniani  patricii  fa&ione  dicitur  inter-  10  The  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  Juftinian 

feftus  fuifle  (Viftor  Tununenis,  Chron.  in  will  be  fhewn    hereafter.     See  Baronius, 

Thefaur.  Temp.  Scaliger,  P.  ii.  p.  7.).   Pro-  A.  D.  518—521.   and  the  copious  article 

copius  (Anecdot.  c  7.)  ftyles  him  a  tyrant,  Jufiinianus  in  the  index  to  the  viith  volume 

but  acknowledges  the  aiiMpomrtx,  which  is  of  his  Annals, 
well  explained  by  Alemannus. 

prompted 
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prompted  and  gratified  the  popular  enthufiafm  againft  the  memory  c  H  P. 

of  the  deceafed  emperor.    After  a  fchifm  of  thirty-four  years,  he   <  * 

reconciled  the  proud  and  angry  fpirit  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  and 
fpread  among  the  Latins  a  favourable  report  of  his  pious  refpect 
for  the  apoftolic  fee.  The  thrones  of  the  Eaft  were  filled  with 
Catholic  bifhops  devoted  to  his  intereft,  the  clergy  and  the  monks 
were  gained  by  his  liberality,  and  the  people  were  taught  to  pray 
for  their  future  fovereign,  the  hope  and  pillar  of  the  true  religion. 
The  magnificence  of  Jultinian  was  difplayed  in  the  fuperior  pomp  of 
his  public  fpectacles,  an  object  not  lefs  facred  and  important  in  the 
eyes  of  the  multitude,  than  the  creed  of  Nice  or  Chalcedon  :  the 
expence  of  his  confulfhip  was  efteemed  at  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
eight  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  ;  twenty  lions,  and  thirty  leopards, 
were  produced  at  the  fame  time  in  the  amphitheatre,  and  a  nume- 
rous train  of  horfes,  with  their  rich  trappings,  was  beftowed  as  an 
extraordinary  gift  on  the  victorious  charioteers  of  the  circus.  While 
he  indulged  the  people  of  Conftantinople,  and  received  the  addrefTes 
of  foreign  kings,  the  nephew  of  Juftin  afliduouily  cultivated  the 
friendfhip  of  the  fenate.  That  venerable  name  feemed  to  qualify 
its  members  to  declare  the  fenfe  of  the  nation,  and  to  regulate  the 
fucceffion  of  the  Imperial  throne  :  the  feebte  Anaftafius  had  per- 
mitted the  vigour  of  government  to  degenerate  into  the  form  or 
fubftance  of  an  ariftocracy  ;  and  the  military  officers  who  had  ob- 
tained the  fenatorial  rank,  were  followed  by  their  domeftic  guards, 
a  band  of  veterans,  whofe  arms  or  acclamations  might  fix  in  a  tu- 
multuous moment  the  diadem  of  the  Eaft.  The  treafures  of  the 
ftate  were  lavifhed  to  procure  the  voices  of  the  fenators,  and  their 
unanimous  wifh,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  adopt  Juftinian  for 
his  colleague,  was  communicated  to  the  emperor.  But  this  requeft, 
which  too  clearly  admoniflied  him  of  his  approaching  end,  was  un- 
welcome to  the  jealous  temper  of  an  aged  monarch,  defirous  to 
3  retain 
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retain  the  power  which  he  was  incapable  of  exercifmg  ;  and  Juftin, 
holding  his  purple  with  both  his  hands,  advifed  them  to  prefer,  fmce 
an  election  was  fo  profitable,  fome  older  candidate.  Notwithstand- 
ing this  reproach,  the  fenate  proceeded  to  decorate  Juftinian  with 
the  royal  epithet  of  nobiUjfimus ;  and  their  decree  was  ratified  by  the 
affection  or  the  fears  of  his  uncle.    After  fome  time  the  languor  of 
mind  and  body,  to  which  he  was  reduced  by  an  incurable  wound 
in  his  thigh,  indifpenfably  required  the  aid  of  a  guardian.  He 
fummoned  the  patriarch  and  fenators;  and  in  their  prefence  folemnly 
placed  the  diadem  on  the  head  of  his  nephew,  who  was  conducted 
from  the  palace  to  the  circus,  and  faluted  by  the  loud  and  joyful 
applaufe  of  the  people.    The  life  of  Juftin  was  prolonged  about  four 
months,  but  from  the  inftant  of  this  ceremony,  he  was  confidered 
as  dead  to  the  empire,  which  acknowledged  Juftinian,  in  the  forty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age,  for  the  lawful  fovereign  of  the  Eaft'\ 
The  reign  of      From  his  elevation  to  his  death,  Juftinian  governed  the  Roman 
A.D.527,     empire  thirty-eight  years,  feven  months,  and  thirteen  days.  The 
AP.jy.  565,    events  of  his  reign,  which  excite  our  curious  attention  by  their 
Nov.  14.       number,  variety,  and  importance,  are  diligently  related  by  the  fe- 
cretary  of  Belifarius  a  rhetorician,  whom  eloquence  had  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  fenator  and  prefect  of  Conftantinople.    According  to  the 
viciflitudes  of  courage  or  fervitude,  of  favour  or  difgrace,  Procopius1* 
Charafter      fuccefhvely  compofed  the  hi/lory,  the  panegyric,  and  the  fatire  of  his 

and  hiftories  ,  . 

ofProcopius.  own  times.    The  eight  books  of  the  Perfian,  Vandalic,  and  Gothic 

11  The  reign  of  the  elder  Juftin  may  be  p.  58 — 61. ),  who  may  pafs  for  an  original, 
found  in  the  three  Chronicles  of  Marcellinus,       11  See  the  characters   of  Procopius  and 

Viaor,  and  John  Malala  (torn.  ii.  p.  130—  Agathias  in  La  Mothe  le  Vayer  (torn.  viii. 

150.),  the  1  aft  of  whom  (in  fpite  of  Hody,  p.  144— ,74.),  Voffius  (de  Hiftoricts  Grscis, 

Prolegom.  N°  14.  39.  edit.  Oxon.)  lived  foon  1.  ii.  c.  22.),  and  Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Grac. 

after  Juftinian  (Jortin's  Remarks,  &c.  vol.  iv.  1.  v.  c.  5.  torn.  vi.  p.  248—278.).    Their  re- 

p.  383.) :  in  theEcclefiafticalHiftoryof  Eva-  ligion,  an  honourable  problem,  betrays  occa- 

grius  (1.  iv.  c.  1,  2,  3.  9.),  and  the  Excerpta  fional  conformity,  with  a  fecret  attachment 

of  Theodorus  (Lector,  N°  37.),  and  in  Ce-  to  Paganifm  and  philofophy. 
ckenus  (p.  362 — 366.)  and  Zon-iras  (1.  xiv. 

7  wars, 
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Avars'3,  which  are  continued  in  the  five  books  of  Agathias,  deferve  CHAP. 

our  efteem  as  a  laborious  and  iuccefsful  imitation  of  the  Attic,  or   i  , — -* 

at  leafl  of  the  Afiatic  writers  of  ancient  Greece.  His  fads  are  col- 
lected from  the  perfonal  experience  and  free  converfation  of  a  fol- 
dier,  a  ftatefman,  and  a  traveller ;  his  ftyle  continually  afpires,  and 
often  attains,  to  the  merit  of  ftrength  and  elegance  ;  his  reflections^ 
more  efpecially  in  the  fpeeches,  which  he  too  frequently  inferts, 
contain  a  rich  fund  of  political  knowledge  j  and  the  hiftorian,  ex- 
cited by  the  generous  ambition  of  pleafmg  and  inftructing  pofterity, 
appears  to  difdain  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and  the  flattery  of 
courts.  The  writings  of  Procopius'4  were  read  and  applauded  by 
his  contemporaries 15 ;  but,  although  he  refpectfully  laid  them  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne,  the  pride  of  Juftinian  muft  have  been  wound- 
ed by  the  praife  of  an  hero,  who  perpetually  eclipfes  the  glory  of 
his  inactive  fovereign.  The  confcious  dignity  of  independence  was 
fubdued  by  the  .hopes  and  fears  of  a  flave ;  and  the  fecretary  of 

13  In  the  feven  flrfl:  books,  two  Perfic,  two  348.)  and  Raphael  de  Volaterra  (Huet  de 
Vandalic,  and  three  Gothic,  Procopius  has  Clarif.  Interpretibus,  p.  166  ),  who  did  not 
borrowed  from  Appian  the  divifion  of  pro-  even  confult  the  MS.  of  the  Vatican  library, 
vinces  and  wars :  the  viiith  book,  though  it  of  which  they  were  prsfe&s  (Aleman.  in 
bears  the  name  of  Gothic,  is  a  mifcellaneous  Prafat.  Anecdot.).  3-  The  Greek  text  was 
and  general  fupplement  down  to  the  fpring  of  not  printed  till  1607,  by  Hoefchelius  of 
the  year  55-3,  from  whence  it  is  continued  Augfburgh  (Diftionaire  de  Bayle,  torn.  ii. 
by  Agathias  till  559  (Pagi,  Critica,  A. D.  579.  p.  782.).  4.  The  Paris  edition  was  imper- 
ii0 5.).  feftly  executed  by  Claude  Maltret,  a  Jefuic 

14  The  literary  fate  of  Procopius  has  been  of  Tholoufe  (in  1663),  far  diftant  from  the 
fomewhat  unlucky,  r.  His  books  de  Be:!o  Louvre  prefs  and  the  Vatican  MS.  from 
Gothico  were  ftolen  by  Leonard  Aretin,  and  which,  however,  he  obtained  fome  fupple- 
publifhed  (Fulginii,  1470.  Venet.  147 1.  ments.  His  promifed  commentaries,  &c 
apudjaufon.  Mattaire,  Annal.  Typograph.  have  never  appeared.  The  Agathias  of  Ley- 
torn,  i.  edit,  poflerior,  p.  290.  304.  279.  den  (1594)  has  been  wifely  reprinted  by  the 
299.)  in  his  own  name  (See  Volfius  de  Paris  editor,  with  the  Latin  verlion  of  Bona- 
Hift.  Lat.  1.  iii.  c.  5.  and  the  feeble  de-  ventura  Vulcanius,  a  learned  interpreter 
fence  of  trie  Venice  Giornale  de  i  etterati,  (Huet,  p.  176.). 

torn.  xix.  p.  207.).  2.  His  works  were  muti-  '5  Agathias  in  Prasfat.  p.  7,  8.  1.  iv.  p.  1 37. 

lated  by  the  firft  Latin  tranflators,  Chrifto-  Evagrius  (1.  iv.  c.  12.).    See  likewife  Pho- 

pher  Perfona  (Giornale,  torn.  xix.  p.  340—  this,  cod.  lxiii.  p.  65. 
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Belilarius  laboured  for  pardon  and  reward  in  the  fix  books  of  the 
imperial  edifices.  He  had  dextroufly  chofen  a  fubject  of  apparent 
fplendour,  in  which  he  could  loudly  celebrate  the  genius,  the  mag- 
nificence, and  the  piety  of  a  prince,  who,  both  as  &  conqueror  and  le- 
gislator, had  furpalTed  the  puerile  virtues  of  Themiftocles  and  Cyrus18. 
Difappointment  might  urge  the  flatterer  to  fecret  revenge ;  and  the 
firfl:  glance  of  favour  might  again  tempt  him  to  fulpend  and  fupprefs 
a  libel17,  in  which  the  Roman  Cyrus  is  degraded  into  an  odious  and 
contemptible  tyrant,  in  which  both  the  emperor  and  his  confort  Theo- 
dora are  ferioufly  reprefented  as  two  dsemons,  who  had  affumed  an 
human  form  for  the  deftruction  of  mankind  l8.  Such  bafe  inconfiftency 
muft  doubtlefs  fully  the  reputation,  and  detract  from  the  credit,  of 
Procopius :  yet,  after  the  venom  of  his  malignity  has  been  fuffered 
to  exhale,  the  refidue  of  the  anecdotes^  even  the  moft  difgraceful 
facts,  fome  of  which  had  been  tenderly  hinted  in  his  public  hif- 
tory,  are  eftablifhed  by  their  internal  evidence,  or  the  authentic 
monuments  of  the  times 10.  From  thefe  various  materials,  I  mall 
now  proceed  to  defcribe  the  reign  of  Juftinian,  which  will  deferve 
and  occupy  an  ample  fpace.    The  prefent  chapter  will  explain 


16  Kt'pa  waiofia  (fays  he,  Praefat.  ad  1. 
de  Edificiis  tti^  «.t\<t^.o.tuv)  is  no  more  than 
KvfH  rrutSicc — a  pun  !     In  thefe  five  books, 
Procopius  affects  a  Chriftian,  as  well  as  a 
courtly  ftyle. 

17  Procopius  difclofes  himfelf  (Pra:fat.  ad 
Anecdot.  c.  i,  z.  5.),  and  the  anecdotes  are 
reckoned  as  the  ixth  book  by  Suidas  (torn.  iii. 
p.  186.  edit.  Kufter).  The  filence  of  Eva- 
grius  is  a  poor  objection.  Baronius  (A.  D. 
548.  N°  24.)  regrets  the  lofs  of  this  fecret 
hillory  :  it  was  then  in,  the  Vatican  library,  in 
his  own  cuftody,  and  was  firfl:  publilhed  fix- 
teen  years  after  his  death,  with  the  learned, 
but  partial,  notes  of  Nicholas  Alemannus 
(Lugd.  1623.). 


,a  Juftinian  an  afs— the  perfect  likenefs 
of  Domitian  (Anecdot.  c.  8.) — Theodora's 
lovers  driven  from  her  bed  by  rival  daemons  — 
her  marriage  foretold  with  a  great  daemon — a 
monk  faw  the  prince  of  the  daemons,  inftead 
of  Juftinian,  on  the  throne — the  fervants 
who  watched,  beheld  a  face  without  features, 
a  body  walking  without  an  head,  &c.  &c. 
Procopius  declares  his  own  and  his  friends 
belief  in  thefe  diabolical  flories  (c.  12.). 

19  Montefquieu  (Confiderations  fur  la 
Grandeur  et  la  Decadence  des  Romains, 
c.  xx.)  gives  credit  to  thefe  anecdotes,  as 
connected,  1.  with  the  weaknefs  of  the  em- 
pire, and,  2.  with  the  inability  of  Jufti- 
man's  laws. 

the 
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the  elevation  and  character  of  Theodora,  the  factions  of  the  cir-  c  H  rA  p« 

AlJi 

cus,  and  the  peaceful  adminiftration  of  the  fovereign  of  the  Eaft.  «— — ^ — .~j 
In  the  three  fucceeding  chapters,  I  mall  relate  the  wars  of  Juf-  the  reign  of 
tinian  which  atchieved  the  conqueft  of  Africa  and  Italy ;  and  I  JuftlEiaa- 
fhall  follow  the  victories  of  Belifarius  and  Narfes,  without  dif- 
guifing  the  vanity  of  their  triumphs,  or  the  hoftile  virtue  of  the 
Perfian  and  Gothic  heroes.    The  feries  of  this  volume  will  em- 
brace the  jurifprudence  and  theology  of  the  emperor ;  the  con- 
troverfies  and  fects  which  ftill  divide  the  oriental  church  ;  the  re^ 
formation  of  the  Roman  law,  which  is  obeyed  or  refpedted  by  the 
nations  of  modern  Europe. 

I.  In  the  exercife  of  fupreme  power,  the  firft  act  of  Juftinian  was  B.irth  and 

vices  of  the 

to  divide  it  with  the  woman  whom  he  loved,  the  famous  Theodora10,  emprefs  The- 
whofe  ftrange  elevation  cannot  be  applauded  as  the  triumph  of  female 
virtue.  Under  the  reign  of  Anaftalius,  the  care  of  the  wild  beads 
maintained  by  the  green  faction  at  Conftantinople,  was  entrufted  to 
Acacius  a  native  of  the  ifle  of  Cyprus,  who,  from  his  employment, 
was  furnamed  the  mafter  of  the  bears.  This  honourable  office  was 
given  after  his  death  to  another  candidate,  notwithstanding  the  di- 
ligence of  his  widow,  who  had  already  provided  a  hufband  and  a 
fucceffbr.  Acacius  had  left  three  daughters,  Comito",  Theodora, 
and  Anaftafia,  the  eldeft  of  whom  did  not  then  exceed  the  age  of 
feven  years.  On  a  folemn  feftival,  thefe  helplefs  orphans  were  fent 
by  their  diftreffed  and  indignant  mother,  in  the  garb  cf  fuppliants, 
into  the  midft  of  the. theatre:  the  green  faction  received  them  with 
contempt,  the  blues  with  companion ;  and  this  difference,  which 

ao  For  the  life  and  manners  of  the  emprefs  '  **  Comito  was  afterwards  married  to  Sittas 
Theodora,  fee  the  Anecdotes;  more  efpecialiy  duke  of  Armenia,  the  father  perhaps,  at  leall 
c.  1 — 5.  9,  10 — 15,  16,  17.  with  the  learned  fhe  might  be  the  mother,  of  the  emprefs  So- 
ndes of  Alemannus— a  reference  which  is  al-  phia.  Two  nephews  of  Theodora  may  be  the 
■ways  implied,  fons  of  Anaftafia  (Aleman.  p.  30,  31.). 

H  2  funk 
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CHAP.  funk  Jeep  into  the  mind  of  Theodora,  was  felt  long  afterwards  in 
the  adminiftration  of  the  empire.  As  they  improved  in  age  and 
beauty,  the  three  filters  were  fucceflively  devoted  to  the  public  and 
private  pleafures  of  the  Byzantine  people  ;  and  Theodora,  after 
following  Comito  on  the  ftage,  in  the  drefs  of  a  flave,  with  a.ftool 
on  her  heard,  was  at  length  permitted  to  exercife  her  independent 
talents.  She  neither  danced,  nor  fung,  nor  played  on  the  flute  5. 
her  fkill  was  confined  to  the  pantomime  arts;  me  excelled  in  buffoon 
characters,  and  as  often  as  the  comedian  fwelled  her  cheeks,  and 
complained  with  a  ridiculous  tone  and  gefture  of  the  blows  that  were 
inflicted,  the  whole  theatre  of  Conftantinople  refounded  with  laughter 
and  applaufe.  The  beauty  of  Theodora "  was  the  fubjecl;  of  more 
flattering  praife,  and  the  fource  of  more  exquifite  delight.  Her 
features  were  delicate  and  regular  ;  her  complexion,  though  fome- 
what  pale,  was  tinged  with  a  natural  colour ;  every  fenfation  was> 
inftantly  expreffed  by  the  vivacity  of  her  eyes ;  her  eafy  motions 
difplayed  the  graces  of  a  fmall  but  elegant  figure ;  and  either  love 
or  adulation  might  proclaim,  that  painting  and  poetry  were  incapa- 
ble of  delineating  the  matchlefs  excellence  of  her  form.  But  this 
form  was  degraded  by  the  facility  with  which  it  was  expofed  to  the 
public  eye,  and  proftituted  to  licentious  defire.  Her  venal  charms, 
were  abandoned  to  a  promifcuous  crowd  of  citizens  and  flrangers,; 
of  every  rank,  and  of  every  profeflion  :  the  fortunate  lover  who  had 
been  promifed  a  night  of  enjoyment,  was  often  driven  from  her  bed 
by  a  ftronger  or  more  wealthy  favourite  ;  and  when  fhe  pafTed: 
through  the  ftreets,  her  prefence  was  avoided  by  all  who  wifhed  to 
efcape  either  the  fcandal  or  the  temptation.    The  fatirical  hiftorian 

12  Her  ftatue  was  raifed  at  Conftantinople,    produces  one  from  a  Mofaic  at  Ravenna, 
on  a  porphyry  column.    See  Procopius  (de    loaded  with  pearls  and  jewels,  and  yet  hand- 
Edif.  Li.  c.  11.).  who  gives  her  portrait  in  fome. 
the  Anecdotes  (c.  10.).    Aleman.  (p.  47.) 

has 
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has  not  blufhed  23  to  defcribe  the  naked  fcenes  which  Theodora  was 
not  alhamed  to  exhibit  in  the  theatre 2+.  After  exhaufting  the 
arts  of  fenfual  pleafure  2S,  fhe  moft  ungratefully  murmured  againft 
the  parfnnony  of  Nature16 ;  but  her  murmurs,  her  pleafures,  and 
her  arts,  rauft  be  veiled  in  the  obfcurity  of  a  learned  lan- 
guage. After  reigning  for  feme  time,  the  delight  and  contempt 
of  the  capital,  fhe  condefcended  to  accompany  Ecebolus,  a  native 
of  Tyre,  who  had  obtained  the  government  of  the  African  Penta- 
polis.  But  this  union  was  frail  and  tranfient  j  Ecebolus  foon  re- 
jected an  expenfive  or  faithlefs  concubine ;  fhe  was  reduced  at 
Alexandria  to  extreme  diftrefs ;  and  in  her  laborious  return  to  Con- 
ftantinople,  every  city  of  the  Eaft  admired  and  enjoyed  the  fair 
Cyprian,  whofe  merit  appeared  to  juftify  her  defcent  from  the  pe- 
culiar ifland  of  Venus.  The  vague  commerce  of  Theodora,  and  the 
moft  deteftable  precautions,  preferved  her  from  the  danger  which  me 
feared  ;  yet  once,  and  once  only,  fhe  became  a  mother.  The  infant 
was  faved  and  educated  in  Arabia,  by  his  father,  who  imparted  to 
him  on  his  death-bed,  that  he  was  the  fon  of  an  emprefs.  Filled 
with  ambitious  hopes,  the  unfufpecting  youth  immediately  haftened 

13  A  fragment  of  the  Anecdotes  (c.  9.),  I  have  heard  that  a  learned  prelate,  now  de- 

fomewhat  too  naked,  was  fupprened  by  Ale-  ceafed,  was  fond  of  quoting  this  paffage  in 

mannus,  though  extant  in  the  Vatican  MS.;  converfation. 

nor  has  the  defect  been  fupplied  in  the  Paris  *s  Theodora  furpaffed  the  Crifpa  of  Aufo- 

or  Venice  editions.     La  Mothe  le  Vayer  nius  (Epigram  lxxi.),  who  imitated  the  ca- 

(tom.viii.  p.  155.)  gave  the  firft  hint  of  this  pitalis  luxus  of  the  females  of  Nola.  Sea 

curious  and  genuine  paffage  (Jortin's  Re-  Quintilian  Inftitut.  viii.  6.   and  Torrentius 

marks,  vol.  iv.  p.  366.),  which  he  had  re-  ad  Horat.  Sermon.  1.  i.  fat.  2.  v.  101.  At 

ceived  from  Rome,  and  it  has  been  fince  a  memorable  fupper,    thirty  flaves  waited 

publilhed  in  the  Menagiana  (torn.  iii.  p.  254  round  the  table ;  ten  young  men  feafted  with 

—259.),  with  a  Latin  verfion.  Theodora.    Her  charity  was  univerfal. 

l+  After  the  mention  of  a  narrow  girdle  Et  laffata  viris,  necdum  fatiata,  receflit. 

(as  none  could  appear  ftark-naked  in  the  ,fi  HSs  xxx  Tfiu»  rftnmfiamfi  epya£bpen  mamfc 

theatre),  Procopius  thus  proceeds :  uixnm'  f*n  (putra  auefofOfurn  qti  h  p.10  xx\  Tiira?  an* 

7;i>llX   TS    £»    tU    £OU$ii     V7T71X    fXEITC.        QrTli;   Si      tVpVTlfOt     71    tVt  Eljn    TfVTTUr.y    ottd;   $V*XT1)    £l»  XXI 

ti>£,-  •  •  •  •  xtiSa;  avrt)  tnrif&it  tut  cciSaut  e^iti-to*  E*£ir>!  ftyatftj§u.i.  She  wilhed  for  a.  fourth  altar, 
a-  oi  01  xwcy  Si tsto  7rap7^=vacr/x.ivot  tvrvyxatov   on  which  ihe  might  pour  libations  to  the  god 

Tn;   ro.otaair    itdfh    XX7X  CtMtafWW  ikt6W.     of  love. 
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c  H  la  P«  to  the  palace  of  Conftantinople,  and  was  admitted  to  the  prefence 

*— — v  '  of  his  mother.    As  he  was  never  more  feen,  even  after  the  deceafe 

of  Theodora,  fhe  deferves  the  foul  imputation  of  extinguifhing  with 
his  life  a  fecret  fo  offenfive  to  her  Imperial  virtue. 
Her  marriage      irl  tae  moft  abject  ftate  of  her  fortune  and  reputation,  fome  vifion, 

with  Jufti- 

nian.  either  of  fleep  or  of  fancy,  had  whifpered  to  Theodora  the  pleafmg 

affurance  that  (he  was  deftined  to  become  the  fpoufe  of  a  potent 
monarch.  Confcious  of  her  approaching  greatnefs,  me  returned 
from  Paphlagonia  to  Conftantinople  ;  affumed,  like  a  fkilful  actrefs, 
a  more  decent  character  ;  relieved  her  poverty  by  the  laudable  in- 
duftry  of  fpinning  wool ;  and  affected  a  life  of  chaftity  and  folitude 
in  a  fmall  houfe,  which  (he  afterwards  changed  into  a  magnificent 
temple  "\  Her  beauty,  aftifted  by  art  or  accident,  foon  attracted, 
captivated,  and  fixed,  the  patrician  Juftinian,  who  already  reigned 
with  abfolute  fway  under  the  name  of  his  uncle.  Perhaps  fhe  con- 
trived to  enhance  the  value  of  a  gift  which  fhe  had  fo  often  lavifhed 
on  the  meaneft  of  mankind  :  perhaps  fhe  inflamed,  at  firft  by  modeft 
delays,  and  at  laft  by  fenfual  allurements,  the  defires  of  a  lover, 
who  from  nature  or  devotion  was  addicted  to  long  vigils  and  ab- 
ftemicus  diet.  When  his  firft  tranfports  had  fubfided,  fhe  ftill 
maintained  the  fame  afcendant  over  his  mind,  by  the  more  folid 
merit  of  temper  and  underftanding.  Juftinian  delighted  to  ennoble 
and  enrich  the  object  of  his  affection  ;  the  treafures  of  the  Eaft 
were  poured  at  her  feet,  and  the  nephew  of  Juftin  was  determined* 
perhaps  by  religious  fcruples,  to  beftow  on  his  concubine  the  facred 
and  legal  character  of  a  wife.  But  the  laws  of  Rome  exprefsly  pro- 
hibited the  marriage  of  a  fenator  with  any  female,  who  had  been 
difhonoured  by  a  fervile  origin  or  theatrical  profeffion  :  the  emprcfs 

**  Anonym,  de  Antiquitat.  C.  P.  1.  iii.  that  Theodora  would  not  have  immortalifed 
15Z.  in  Banduri  Jniperium  Orient,  torn.  i.  a  brothel  :  but  I  apply  this  fact  to  her  fe- 
p.  4.S.     Ludewig  {p.  154.)  argues  fenfibly    cond  and  chatter  residence  at  Conftantinople. 

1 8  Lupicina, 
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Lupicina,  or  Euphernia,  a  Barbarian  of  ruftic  manners,  but  of  irre-  c  A  E< 
proachable  virtue,  refufed  to  accept  a  proftitute  for  her  niece ;  and  u — »— —/ 
even  Vigilantia  the  fuperftitious  mother  of  Juftinian,  though  fhe 
acknowledged  the  wit  and  beauty  of  Theodora,  was  ferioufly  appre- 
henfive,  left  the  levity  and  arrogance  of  that  artful  paramour  might 
corrupt  the  piety  and  happinefs  of  her  fon.  Thefe  obftacles  were 
removed  by  the  inflexible  conftancy  of  Juftinian.  He  patiently 
expected  the  death  of  the  emprefs  ;  he  defpifed  the  tears  of  his  mo- 
ther, who  foon  funk  under  the  wTeight  of  her  affliction  ;  and  a  law 
was  promulgated  in  the  name  of  the  emperor  Juftin,  which  abolifhed 
the  rigid  jurifprudence  of  antiquity.  A  glorious  repentance  (the 
words  of  the  edict)  was  left  open  for  the  unhappy  females  who 
had  proftituted  their  perfons  on  the  theatre,  and  they  were  permit- 
ted to  contract  a  legal  union  with  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  Ro- 
mans I8.  This  indulgence  was  fpeedily  followed  by  the  folemn 
nuptials  of  Juftinian  and  Theodora ;  her  dignity  was  gradually  ex-? 
alted  with  that  of  her  lover  ;  and,  as  foon  as  Juftin  had  inverted  his 
nephew  with  the  purple,  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople  placed  the 
diadem  on  the  heads  of  the  emperor  and  emprefs  of  the  Eaft.  But 
the  ufual  honours  which  the  feverity  of  Roman  manners  had  allowed 
to  the  wives  of  princes,  could  not  fatisfy  either  the  ambition  of 
Theodora  or  the  fondnefs  of  Juftinian.  He  feated  her  on  the 
throne  as  an  equal  and  independent  colleague  in  the  fovereignty  of 
the  empire,  and  an  oath  of  allegiance  was  impofed  on  the  governors 
of  the  provinces  in  the  joint  names  of  Juftinian  and  Theodora29, 

The 

18  See  the  old  law  in  Juftinian's  Code  (t.v.  the  novels  89  and  117.  and  a  Greek  refcrJpt 
tit.  v.  leg.  7.  tit.  xxvii.  leg  1 .)  under  the  years  from  Juftinian  to  the  biftiops  ( Aleman.  p.  4 1 .). 
336  and  454.  The  new  edidt  (about  the  year  3»  I  fwear  by  the  Father,  Sec.  by  the  Vir- 
521  or  522.  Aleman.  p.  38.  96.)  very  awk-  gin  Mary,  by  the  four  Gofpels,  qua;  in  mani- 
wardly  repeals  no  more  than  the  claufe  of  bus  tcneo,  and  by  the  holy  Archangels 
mulieres  fcenica,  libertinae  tabernaris\    See    Michael  and  Gabriel,  puram  confeientiam 

germa- 
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HAP.  The  Eaftern  world  fell  proftrate  before  the  genius  and  fortune  of 

~*  1  the  daughter  of  Acacius.    The  proftitute  who,  in  the  prefence  of 

innumerable  fpectators,  had  polluted  the  theatre  of  Conftantinople, 
was  adored  as  a  queen  in  the  fame  city,  by  grave  magistrates,  ortho- 
dox bifhops,  victorious  generals,  and  captive  monarchs30. 
tyranny.  Thofe  who  believe  that  the  female  mind  is  totally  depraved  by  the 
lofs  of  chaftity,  will  eagerly  liften  to  all  the  invectives  of  private 
envy  or  popular  refentment,  which  have  diffembled  the  virtues  of 
Theodora,  exaggerated  her  vices,  and  condemned  with  rigour  the 
venal  or  voluntary  fins  of  the  youthful  harlot.  From  a  motive 
of  fhame  or  contempt,  me  often  declined  the  fervile  homage  of 
the  multitude,  efcaped  from  the  odious  light  of  the  capital,  and 
pafTed  the  greater!  part  of  the  year  in  the  palaces  and  gardens  which 
were  pleafantly  feated  on  the  fea-coaft  of  the  Propontis  and  the 
Bofphorus.  Her  private  hours  were  devoted  to  the  prudent  as  well 
as  grateful  care  of  her  beauty,  the  luxury  of  the  bath  and  table, 
and  the  long  (lumber  of  the  evening  and  the  morning.  Her  fecret 
"  apartments  were  occupied  by  the  favourite  women  and  eunuchs, 
whofe  interefts  and  paffions  {he  indulged  at  the  expence  of  juftice; 
the  moft  illuftrious  perfonages  of  the  ftate  were  crowded  into  a  dark 
and  fultry  antichamber,  and  when  at  laft,  after  tedious  attendance, 
they  were  admitted  to  kifs  the  feet  of  Theodora,  they  experienced, 
as  her  humour  might  fuggeft,  the  filent  arrogance  of  an  emprefs,  or 
the  capricious  levity  of  a  comedian.  Her  rapacious  avarice  to  ac- 
cumulate an  immenfe  treafure,  may  be  excufed  by  the  apprehenfion 
of  her  hufband's  death,  which  could  leave  no  alternative  between 

germanumque  fervitium  me  fervaturum,  fa-  so  ,i  Letgreatnefs  own  her,  and  fhe's  mean 
cratiflimis  DDNN.  JufHniano  et  Theodora;  no  more,"  &cc. 
conju^i  ejus  (Novell,  viii.  tit.  3.).  Would  Without  Warburton's  critical  telefcope,  I 
the  oath  have  been  binding  in  favour  of  the  fhould  never  have  feen,  in  this  general  pic- 
widow  ?  Communes  tituli  et  triumphi,  &c.  ture  of  triumphant  vice,  any  perfonal  allu- 
(Aleman.  p.  47,  48.).  fion  to  Theodora. 

ruin 


t 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  57 

ruin  and  the  throne  :  and  fear  as  well  as  ambition  mi^ht  exafperate  CHAP. 

.  XL. 
Theodora  againft  two  generals,  who,  during  a  malady  of  the  em-  ■_.   m-  _p 

peror,  had  rafhly  declared  that  they  were  not  difpofed  to  acquiefce 
in  the  choice  of  the  capital.  But  the  reproach  of  cruelty,  fo  re- 
pugnant even  to  her  fofter  vices,  has  left  an  indelible  ftain  on  the 
memory  of  Theodora.  Her  numerous  fpies  obferved,  and  zealoufly 
reported,  every  action,  or  word,  or  look,  injurious  to  their  royal 
miftrefs.  Whomfoever  they  accufed  were  caft  into  her  peculiar 
prifons 3I,  inacceflible  to  the  enquiries  of  juftice ;  and  it  was  ru- 
moured, that  the  torture  of  the  rack,  or  fcourge,  had  been  inflicted 
in  the  prefence  of  a  female  tyrant,  infenfible  to  the  voice  of  prayer 
or  of  pity31.  Some  of  thefe  unhappy  victims  perifhed  in  deep  un- 
wholefome  dungeons,  while  others  were  permitted,  after  the  lofs  of 
their  limbs,  their  reafon,  or  their  fortune,  to  appear  in  the  world 
the  living  monuments  of  her  vengeance,  which  was  commonly 
extended  to  the  children  of  thofe  whom  fhe  had  fufpected  or  in- 
jured. The  fenator  or  bifhop,  whofe  death  or  exile  Theodora 
had  pronounced,  was  delivered  to  a  trufty  mefienger,  and  his  dili- 
gence was  quickened  by  a  menace  from  her  own  mouth,    "  If  you 

fail  in  the  execution  of  my  commands,  I  fwear  by  him  who  liveth 
*'  for  ever,  that  your  fkin  mall  be  flayed  from  your  body  33." 

If  the  creed  of  Theodora  had  not  been  tainted  with  herefy,  her  Her  virtues, 
-exemplary  devotion  might  have  atoned,  in  the  opinion  of  her  con- 
temporaries, for  pride,  avarice,  and  cruelty.    But,  if  fhe  employed 
her  influence  to  afluage  the  intolerant  fury  of  the  emperor,  the  pre- 
fent  age  will  allow  fome  merit  to  her  religion,  and  much  indulgence 

31  Her  prifons,  a  labyrinth,  a  Tartarus  wife,  a  favourite  cf  the  emprefs,  had  not 

(Anecdot.  c.  4.),  were  under  the  palace,  been  found  eerfirn  (Anecdot.  c  17.). 
Darknefs  is  propitious  to  cruelty,  but  it  is       33  Per  viventem  in  fa;cula  exCoriari  te  fa- 

likewife  favourable  to  calumny  and  fiction.  ciam.    Anaftafius  de  Viiis  Pont.  Reman,  in 

31  A  more  jocular  whipping  was  inflicted  Vigiiic,  p.  40. 
cn  Saturninus,  for  prefuming  to  fay  th at  his 
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C  *ytA  P'  t0  ner  speculative  errors34.    The  name  of  Theodora  was  introduced, 
c — — i   with  equal  honour,  in  all  the  pious  and  charitable  foundations  of 
Juftinian  ;   and  the  moft  benevolent  inftitution  of  his  reign  may- 
be afcribed  to  the  fympathy  of  the  emprefs  for  her  lefs  fortunate 
fifters,  who  had  been  feduced  or  compelled  to  embrace  the  trade  of 
proftitution.    A  palace,  on  the  Afiatic  fide  of  the  Bofphorus,  was 
converted  into  a  {lately  and  fpacious  monaftery,  and  a  liberal  main- 
tenance was  afligned  to  five  hundred  women,  who  had  been  col- 
lected from  the  ftreets  and  brothels  of  Conftantinople.    In  this  fafe 
and  holy  retreat,  they  were  devoted  to  perpetual  confinement ;  and 
the  defpair  of  fome,  who  threw  themfelves  headlong  into. the  fea, 
was  loft  in  the  gratitude  of  the  penitents,  who  had  been  delivered 
from  fin  and  mifery  by  their  generous  benefactrefs35.    The  pru- 
dence of  Theodora  is  celebrated  by  Juftinian  himfelf ;  and  his  laws 
are  attributed  to  the  fage  counfels  of  his  moft  reverend  wife,  whom 
he  had  received  as  the  gift  of  the  Deity 36.    Her  courage  was  dif- 
played  amidft  the  tumult  of  the  people  and  the  terrors  of  the  court. 
Her  chaftity,  from  the  moment  of  her  union  with  Juftinian,  is 
founded  on  the  filence  of  her  implacable  enemies  ;  and,  although 
the  daughter  of  Acacius  might  be  fatiated  with  love,  yet  fome  ap- 
plaufe  is  due  to  the  firmnefs  of  a  mind  which  could  facrifice  pleafure 
and  habit  to  the  ftronger  fenfe  either  of  duty  or  intereft.    The  wifhes 
and  prayers  of  Theodora  could  never  obtain  the  bleffing  of  a  lawful 
fon,  and  fhe  buried  an  infant  daughter,  the  fole  offspring  of  her 

3*  Ludewig,  p.  1 6 1  —  1 66.    I  give  him  fimilar  occafion,  fhe  releafed  and  clothed  the 

credit  for  the  charitable  attempt,  although  girls  whom  (he  had  purchafed  from  the  flews 

be  hath  not  much  charity  in  his  temper.  at  five  aurei  a-piece. 

35  Compare  the  Anecdotes  (c.  17.)  with       36  Novell,  viii.  1.    An  allufion  to  Therj- 

the  Edifices  (1.  i..c.  9  ). — how  differently  may  dora.    Her  enemies  read  the  name  Dasmona- 

the  fame  fact  be  ftated  !   John  Malala  (torn. ii.  dora  (Aleman.  p.  66.). 
p.  174,  175.)  obferves,  that  on  this,  or  a 

marriage. 
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■marriage".     Notwithstanding  this  difappointment,   her  dominion  CHAP. 

was  permanent  and  abfolute  ;  me  preferved,  by  art  or  merit,  the   »_  -.-  j 

affections  of  Juftinian  ;  and  their  feeming  diflenfions  were  always 

fatal  to  the  courtiers  who  believed  them  to  be  fincere.    Perhaps  her 

health  had  been  impaired  by  the  licentioufnefs  of  her  youth  ;  but  it 

was  always  delicate,  and  fhe  was  directed  by  her  phyficians  to  ufe 

the  Pythian  warm  baths.    In  this  journey,  the  emprefs  was  followed 

by  the  praetorian  prsefecl:,  the  great  treafurer,  feveral  counts  and 

patricians,  and  a  fplendid  train  of  four  thoufand  attendants  :  the 

highways  were  repaired  at  her  approach  ;  a  palace  was  erected  for 

her  reception  ;  and  as  fhe  pafTed  through  Bithynia,  fhe  diftributed 

liberal  alms,  to  the  churches,  the  monafteries,  and  the  hofpitals, 

that  they  might  implore  heaven  for  the  reftoration  of  her  health  3S. 

At  length,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  cf  her  marriage,  and  the  and  death, 

twenty-fecond  of  her  reign,  fhe  was  confumed  by  a  cancer39;  and  June  11. 

the  irreparable  lofs  was  deplored  by  her  hufband,  who,  in  the  room 

of  a  theatrical  proftitute,  might  have  felected  the  pureft  and  moft 

noble  virgin  of  the  Eaft4°. 

II.  A  material  difference  may  be  obferved  in  the  games  of  and-  The  factions 
quity :  the  moft  eminent  of  the  Greeks  were  actors,  the  Romans 
were  merely  fpectators.    The  Olympic  ftadium  was  open  to  wealth, 

37  St.  Sabas  refufed  to  pray  for  a  fon.of  of  Theophanes  as  civil  language,  which  does 
Theodora,  left  he  fhould  prove  an  heretic  not  imply  either  piety  or  repentance;  yet 
worfe  than  Anaftafius  himfelf  (Cyril  in  Vit.  two  years  after  her  death,  Sr.  Theodora  is 
St.  Sabs,  apud  Aleman.  p.  70.  109.).  celebrated  by  Paul  Silentiarius  (in  Proem. 

38  See  John  Malala,  torn.  ii.  p.  174.  Theo-  v.  58  —  62. )• 

phanes,  p.  158.    Procopius  de  Edific.  I.  v.  *°  As  fte  perfecuted  the  Popes,  and  rejecl- 

c.  3.  ed  a  council,  Baronius  exhaVts  the  names  of 

39  Theodora  Chalcedonenfis  fynodi  inimi-  Eve,  Dalila,  Herodias,  &r.  ;  after  which  he 
ca  canceris  plaga  toto  corpore  perfufa  vitam  has  reccurfe  to  his  infernal  dictionary  :  civis 
prodigiofe  finivit  (Vi£lor  Tununenfis  in  inferni—  alumna  dremonum— fatanico  agitata 
Chron.).  On  fuch  occafions,  an  orthodox  fpiritu  -  ffiftio  percita  diabolico,  &c.  &c. 
mind  is  fteeled  againft  pity.     Alemannus  (A.  D.  548.  N°  24.). 

(p.  12,  13.)  underftands  the  iwn$ui,  zKoi^r, 

I  2  merit, 
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CHAP,  merit,  and  ambition  ;  and  if  the  candidates  could  depend  on  their 

XL. 

\». — , — _ ,   perfonal  {kill  and  activity,,  they  might  purfue  the  footfteps  of  Dio- 
mede  and  Menelaus,  and  conduct  their  own  horfes  in  the  rapid 
career4'.    Ten,  twenty,  forty  chariots,  were  allowed  to  ftart  at  the 
fame  tnftant ;  a  crown  of  leaves  was  the  reward  of  the  victor ;  and 
his  fame,  with  that  of  his  family  and  country,  was  chaunted  in  lyric 
ftrains  more  durable  than  monuments  of  brafs  and  marble.    But  a 
fenator,  or  even  a  citizen,  confcious  of  his  dignity,  would  have 
blufhed  to  expofe  his  perfon  or  his  horfes  in  the  circus  of  Rome. 
The  games  were  exhibited  at  the  expence  of  the  republic,  the  ma- 
gistrates, or  the  emperors  :  but  the  reins  were  abandoned  to  fervile 
hands,  and  if  the  profits  of  a  favourite  charioteer  fometimes  ex- 
ceeded thofe  of  an  advocate,  they  muft  be  confidered  as  the  effects 
of  popular  extravagance,  and  the  high  wages  of  a  difgraceful  profef- 
fion.    The  race,  in  its  firft  inftitution,  was  a  fimple  conteft  of  two 
chariots,  whole  drivers  were  diitinguilhed  by  white  and  red  liveries  ; 
two  additional  colours,   a  light  green,  and  a  cerulean  blue,  were 
afterwards  introduced ;  and,  as  the  races  were  repeated  twenty-five 
times,  one  hundred  chariots  contributed  in  the  fame  day  to  the 
pomp  of  the  circus.    The  four  faclions  foon  acquired  a  legal  efta- 
blifhment,  and  a  myflerious  origin,  and  their  fanciful  colours  were 
derived  from  the  various  appearances  of  nature  in  the  four  feafons 
of  the  year  ;  the  red  dog-ftar  of  fummer,  the  fnows  of  winter,  the 
deep  fhades  of  autumn,  and  the  cheerful  verdure  of  the  fpring4\ 

41  Read  and  feel  the  xxiiid  book  of  the  vifties  much  wit  and  eloquence  on  this  thea- 

Iliad,  a  living  picture  of  manners,  paffions,  trical  myftery.    Of  thefe  colours,  the  three 

and  the  whole  form  and  fpirit  of  the  chariot  firft  may  be  fairly  tran dated  white,  red,  and 

race.     Weft's  Diflertation  on  the  Olympic  green.     Fenetus  is  explained  by  caruleus,  a 

Games  (feci,  xii—xvii.)  affords  much  curious  word  various  and  vague:  it  is  properly  the 

and  authentic  information.  Iky  reflected  in  the  fea ;  but  cuitom  and  con- 

41  The  four  colours,  albati,  rujfati,  prafi-  venience  may  allow  blue  as  an  equivalent 

Mi,  vtniti,  reprefent  the  four  feafons,  accord-  (Robert.  Stephan.  fub  voce.  Spence's  Poly- 

ing  to  Cafliodorius  (Var.  iii.  51.),  who  la-  metis,  p.  228.). 

Another 
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Another  interpretation  preferred  the  elements  to  the  feafons,  and  the  c  H  A  P. 
ftruggle  of  the  green  and  blue  was  fuppofed  to  reprefent  the  conflict  <      „  / 
of  the  earth  and  fea.    Their  refpective  victories  announced  either 
a  plentiful  harveft  or  a  profperous  navigation,  and  the  hofiility  of 
the  hufbandmen  and  mariners  was  fomewhat  lefs  abfurd  than  the 
blind  ardour  of  the  Roman  people,  who  devoted  their  lives  and 
fortunes  to  the  colour  which  they  had  efpoufed.    Such  folly  was 
difdained  and  indulged  by  the  wifeft  princes  j  but  the  names  of  Cali- 
gula, Nero,  Vitellius,  Verus,  Commodus,  Caracalla,  and  Elagaba- 
lus,  were  enrolled  in  the  blue  or  green  factions  of  the  circus  :  they  at  Rom?, 
frequented  their  ftables,  applauded  their  favourites,  chaftifed  their 
antagonifts,  and  deferved  the  efteem  of  the  populace,  by  the  natural 
or  affected  imitation  of  their  manners.    The  bloody  and  tumultuous 
contefi:  continued  to  difturb  the  public  feftivity,  till  the  IaPc  age  of 
the  fpectacles  of  Rome;  and  Theodoric,  from  a  motive  of  juftice 
or  affection,  interpofed  his  authority  to  protect  the  greens  againft 
the  violence  of  a  conful  and  a  patrician,  who  were  paflionately  ad- 
dicted to  the  blue  faction  of  the  circus 43. 

Conftantinople  adopted  the  follies,  though  not  the  virtues,  of  an-  They  dlftraft 
cient  Rome  ;  and  the  fame  factions  which  had  agitated  the  circus,  oeple  and 
raged  with  redoubled  fury  in  the  hippodrome.    Under  the  reign  of  the  EaIi* 
Anaftafius,  this  popular  frenzy  was  inflamed  by  religious  zeal ;  and 
the  greens,  who  had  treacheroufly  concealed  flones  and  daggers 
under  bafkets  of  fruit,  maffacred  at  a  folemn  feftival,  three  thou- 
fand  of  their  blue  adverfaries44.    From  the  capital,  this  peftilence 
was  diffufed  into  the  provinces  and  cities  of  the  Eaft,  and  the  fportive 

43  See  Onuphrhis  Panvinius  de  Ludis  Cir-  qnifite  terms  of  carulea  and  ctrrealis.  Baro- 

cenfibus,  1.  i.  c.  10,  1 1 .  ;  the  xviitli  Annota-  nius  (A.  D.  501 .  N°  4,  5,  6.)  is  fatisfied  chat 

tion  on  Mafcou's  Hiftory  of  the  Germans;  the  blues  were  orthodox;  but  Tillemont  is> 

and  Aleman.  ad  c.  vii.  angry  at  the  fiippofition,  and  will  not  allow 

4*  Marcellin.  in  Chron.  p.  47.    Inftead  of  any  martyrs  in  a  playhoufe  (Hift.  des  Emp. 

the  vulgar  word  •veneta,  he  ufes  the  more  ex-  torn.  vi.  p.  554.). 

diftinctiou 
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dift-mct-lon  of  two  colours  produced  two  ftrong  and  irreconcil- 
able factions,  which  fhook  the  foundations  of  a  feeble  government45. 
The  popular  diiTenfions,  founded  on  the  rooft  ferious  intereft,  or  holy 
pretence,  have  fcarcely  equalled  the  obPcinacy  of  this  wanton  difcord, 
which  invaded  the  peace  of  families,  divided  friends  and  brothers, 
and  tempted  the  female  fex,  though  feldom  feen  in  the  circus,  to 
efpoufe  the  inclinations  of  their  lovers,  or  to  contradict  the  wimes  of 
their  hufbands.    Every  law,  either  human  or  divine,  was  trampled 
under  foot,  and  as  long  as  the  party  was  fuccefsful,  its  deluded  fol- 
lowers appeared  carelefs  of  private  diflrefs  or  public  calamity.  The 
licence,  without  the  freedom  of  democracy,  was  revived  at  Antioch 
and  Conftantinople,  and  the  fupport  of  a  faction  became  neceiTary  to 
every  candidate  for  civil  or  ecclefiaftical  honours.    A  fecret  attach- 
ment, to  the  family  or  feci:  of  Anaftafms,  was  imputed  to  the  greens  ; 
the  blues  w^ere  zealoufly  devoted  to  the  caufe  of  orthodoxy  and 
Juftinian46,  and  their  grateful  patron,  protected,  above  five  years, 
the  diforders  of  a  faction,  whofe  fealbnable  tumults  overawed  the 
palace,  the  fenate,  and  the  capitals  of  the  Eaft.    Infolent  with  royal 
favour,  the  blues  affected  to  ftrike  terror  by  a  peculiar  and  Barbaric 
drefs,  the  long  hair  of  the  Huns,  their  clofe  fleeves  and  ample  gar- 
ments, a  lofty  ftep,  and  a  fonorous  voice.    In  the  day  they  con- 
cealed their  two-edged  ponyards,  but  in  the  night  they  boldly  alTem- 
bled  in  arms,  and  in  numerous  bands,  prepared  for  every  act  of 
violence  and  rapine.     Their  adverfaries  of  the  green  faction,  or 
even  inofFenfive  citizens,  were  ftripped  and  often  murdered  by  thefe 
nocturnal  robbers,  and  it  became  dangerous  to  wear  any  gold  but- 

45  See  Procoplus  (Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  24  ).    In       46  The  partiality  of  Juftinian  for  the  blues 

defcribi  rig  the  vices  of  the  factions  and  of  the  (Anecdot.  c.  7.)   is   attefted  by  Evagrius 

government,  ihz  public,  is  not  more  favourab'e  (Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  iv.  c.  32.);  John  Malala 

than  ihe  fecret,  hiftorian.    Aleman.  (p.  26.)  (torn.  ii.  p.  158,  139.),  efpecially  for  An- 

has  quoted  a  fine  paffage  from  Gregory  Nazi-  tioch  j  and  Theophanes  (p.  142.). 
anKn,  which  proves  the  inveteracy  of  the  evil. 

7  tons 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


63 


tons  or  girdles,  or  to  appear  at  a  late  hour  in  the  ftreets  of  a  peace-  CHAP. 

XL* 

ful  capital.  A  daring  fpirit,  rifing  with  impunity,  proceeded  to  *.  ■» 
violate  the  fafeguard  of  private  houfes ;  and  fire  was  employed  to 
facilitate  the  attack,  or  to  conceal  the  crimes  of  thefe  factious  rioters. 
No  place  was  fafe  or  facred  from  their  depredations  ;  to  gratify  either 
avarice  or  revenge,  they  profufely  fpilt  the  blood  of  the  innocent ; 
churches  and  altars  were  polluted  by  atrocious  murders,  and  it  was 
the  boaft  of  the  affaffins,  that  their  dexterity  could  always  inflict  a 
mortal  wound  with  a  fingle  ftroke  of  their  dagger.  The  diffolute 
youth  of  Conftantinople  adopted  the  blue  livery  of  diforder ; 
the  laws  were  filent,  and  the  bonds  of  fociety  were  relaxed  :  cre- 
ditors were  compelled  to  refign  their  obligations  ;  judges  to  re- 
verfe  their  fentence ;  mafters  to  enfranchife  their  flaves ;  fathers  to 
fupply  the  extravagance  of  their  children  j  noble  matrons  were 
proftituted  to  the  luft  of  their  fervants ;  beautiful  boys  were  torn 
from  the  arms  of  their  parents  ;  and  wives,  unlefs  they  preferred  a 
voluntary  death,  were  ravifhed  in  the  prefence  of  their  hufbands  47. 
The  defpair  of  the  greens,  who  were  perfecuted  by  their  enemies, 
and  deferted"  by  the  magistrate,  aflumed  the  privilege  of  defence, 
perhaps  of  retaliation  :  but  thofe  who  furvived  the  combat,  were 
dragged  to  execution,  and  the  unhappy  fugitives  efcaping  to 
woods  and  caverns,  preyed  without  mercy  on  the  fociety  from 
whence  they  were  expelled.  Thofe  minifters  of  juftice  who  had 
courage  to  punifh  the  crimes,  and  to  brave  the  rcfentment  of  the 
blues,  became  the  victims  of  their  indifcrcet  zeal  :  a  prefect  of  Con- 
ftantinople fled  for  refuge  to  the  hcly  fepulchre,  a  count  of  the  Eart 
was  ignominioufly  whipped,  and  a  governor  of  Cilicia  was  hanged 
by  the  order  of  Theodora,  on  the  tomb  of  two  afTaflins  whom  he 
had  condemned  for  the  murder  of  his  groom,  and  a  daring  attack 

47  A  wife  (fays  Procopiu")  who  was  feized  fecond  Svria  (Alem  in.  p.  -.5.)  deplore  a  fimi- 
anJ  -  '.in  lira 'ifhed  by  a  blu--coa?.  threw  her-  lar  filicide,  the  guile  or  ^lory  of  female  chaf- 
{cit  iniv  the  B-fphorus.    The  bifnops  cf  the    tity,  and  name  the  heroine.,  ( 

upon 
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C  *vtA  P'  uPon  ms  own  life48*  An  afpiring  candidate  may  be  tempted  to 
v— — v-— *  build  his  greatnefs  on  the  public  confufion,  but  it  is  the  intereft  as 
well  as  duty  of  a  fovereign  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the  laws. 
The  firft  edict  of  Juftinian,  which  was  often  repeated,  and  fome- 
times  executed,  announced  his  firm  refolution  to  fupport  the  inno- 
cent, and  to  chaftife  the  guilty  of  every  denomination  and  colour. 
Yet  the  balance  of  juflice  was  ftill  inclined  in  favour  of  the  blue 
faction,  by  the  fecret  affection,  the  habits,  and  the  fears  of  the  em- 
peror ;  his  equity,  after  an  apparent  ftruggle,  fubmitted,  without 
reluctance,  to  the  implacable  pafTions  of  Theodora,  and  the  em- 
prefs  never  forgot  or  forgave  the  injuries  of  the  comedian.  At 
the  acceffion  of  the  younger  Juftin,  the  proclamation  of  equal  and 
rigorous  juflice  indirectly  condemned  the  partiality  of  the  former 
reign.  "  Ye  blues,  Juftinian  is  no  more  !  ye  greens,  he  is  ftill 
"  alive4'!" 

Sedition  of  A  fedition,  which  almoft  laid  Conftantinople  in  afhes,  was  ex- 
ropn]eanfur-  cited  by  the  mutual  hatred  and  momentary  reconciliation  of  the 
named  Nika,  tvvo  fac"\i0ns.    In  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  Juftinian  celebrated  the 

A.  D.  532, 

January.  feftival  of  the  ides  of  January  :  the  games  were  inceffantly  difturbed 
by  the  clamorous  difccntent  of  the  greens  ;  till  the  twenty-fecond 
race,  the  emperor  maintained  his  filent  gravity  ;  at  length,  yielding 
to  his  impatience,  he  condefcended  to  hold,  in  abrupt  fentences, 
and  by  the  voice  of  a  cryer,  the  moft  fingular  dialogue50  that  ever 

48  The  doubtful  credit  of  Procopius  (Anec-  much  jealoufy  and  refinement  by  Procopius 

dot.  c.  17.)  is  fupported  by  the  lefs  partial  (Anecdot.  c.  10.).    See  Aleman.  Prasfat. 

Evagrius,  who  confirms  the  fadt,  and  fpecifics  p.  6. 

the  names.    The  tragic  fate  of  the  prxfeft  s»  This  dialogue,  which  Theophanes  has 

of  Conftantinople  is  related  by  John  Ma-  preferved,  exhibits  the  popular  language,  as 

lala  (torn.  ii.  p.  139. ) .  well  as  the  manners,  of  Conftantinople  in 

43  See  John  Malala  (torn.  ii.  p.  147.)  ;  yet  the  vith  century.    Their  Greek  is  mingled 

he  owns  that  Juftinian  was  attached  to  the  with  many  ftrange  and  barbarous  words,  for 

blues.    The  feeming  difcord  of  the  emperor  which  Ducange  cannot  always  find  a  mean- 

and  Theodora,  is  perhaps  viewed  with  too  ing  or  etymology. 

paRed 
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pafled  between  a  prince  and  his  fubje&s.    Their  firft  complaints  were  c 

refpectful  and  modeft ;  they  accufed  the  fubordinate  minifters  of  1  *■ 

opprefljon,  and  proclaimed  their  wifhes  for  the  long  life  and  victory 
of  the  emperor.  "  Be  patient  and  attentive,  ye  infolent  railers,"  ex- 
claimed Juftinian ;  "  be  mute,  ye  Jews,  Samaritans,  and  Mani- 
"  chsans."  The  greens  ftill  attempted  to  awaken  his  companion. 
"  We  are  poor,  we  are  innocent,  we  are  injured,  we  dare  not  pafs 
"  through  the  ftreets  :  a  general  perfecution  is  exercifed  againft  our 
"  name  and  colour.  Let  us  die,  O  emperor,  but  let  us  die  by  your 
"  command,  and  for  your  fervice !"  But  the  repetition  of  partial 
and  pafiionate  invectives  degraded,  in  their  eyes,  the  majefty  of  the 
purple ;  they  renounced  allegiance  to  the  prince  who  refufed  juftice 
to  his  people ;  lamented  that  the  father  of  Juftinian  had  been  born ; 
and  branded  his  fon  with  the  opprobrious  names,  of  an  homicide, 
an  afs,  and  a  perjured  tyrant.  "  Do  you  defpife  your  lives  ?"  cried 
the  indignant  monarch  :  the  blues  rofe  with  fury  from  their  feats ; 
their  Uoftile  clamours  thundered  in  the  hippodrome  ;  and  their  ad- 
verfaries,  deferting  the  unequal  coriteft,  fpread  terror  and  defpair 
through  the  ftreets  of  Conftantinople.  At  this  dangerous  moment, 
feven  notorious  affaffins  of  both  factions,  who  had  been  condemned 
by  the  praefect,  wrere  carried  round  the  city,  and  afterwards  trans- 
ported to  the  place  of  execution  in  the  fuburb  of  Pera.  Four  were 
immediately  beheaded  ;  a  fifth  was  hanged  :  but  when  the  fame  pu- 
nishment was  inflicted  on  the  remaining  two,  the  rope  broke,  they 
fell  alive  to  the  ground,  the  populace  applauded  their  efcape,  and 
the  monks  of  St.  Conon,  ifluing  from  the  neighbouring  convent, 
conveyed  them  in  a  boat  to  the  fanctuary  of  the  church SI.  As  one 
of  thefe  criminals  was  of  the  blue,  and  the  other  of  the  green  livery, 
the  two  factions'  were  equally  provoked  by  the  cruelty  of  their  op- 

51  See  this  church  and  monaftery  in  Ducange,  CP.  Chriftiana,  1.  iv.  p.  182. 

Vol.  IV.  K  preflbr, 
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C  ItrA  P'  Prefl*orj  or  tne  ingratitude  of  their  patron  ;  and  a  fnort  truce  was 

v..  w»  concluded  till  they  had  delivered  their  prifoners  and  fatisfied  their 

revenge.  The  palace  of  the  prefect,  who  withflood  the  feditious 
torrent,  was  inftantly  burnt,  his  officers  and  guards  were  mafiacred, 
the  prifons  were  forced  open,  and  freedom  was  reftored  to  thofe 
who  could  only  ufe  it  for  the  public  deftruction.  A  military  force, 
which  had  been  difpatched  to  the  aid  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  was 
fiercely  encountered  by  an  armed  multitude,  whofe  numbers  and 
boldnefs  continually  encreafed  j  and  the  Heruli,  the  wildeft  Bar- 
barians in  the  fervice  of  the  empire,  overturned  the  priefts  and  their 
relics,  which,  from  a  pious  motive,  had  been  rafhly  interpofed  to 
feparate  the  bloody  conflict.  The  tumult  was  exafperated  by  this 
facrilege,  the  people  fought  with  enthufiafm  in  the  caufe  of  God  j 
the  women,  from  the  roofs  and  windows,  fhowered  ftones  on  the 
heads  of  the  foldiers,  who  darted  firebrands  againft  the  houfes ;  and 
the  various  flames,  which  had  been  kindled  by  the  hands  of  citizens 
and  ftrangers,  fpread  without  controul  over  the  face  of  the  city. 
The  conflagration  involved  the  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia,  the  baths  of 
Zeuxippus,  a  part  of  the  palace,  from  the  firft  entrance  to  the  altar  of 
Mars,  and  the  long  portico  from  the  palace  to  the  forum  of  Conftan- 
tine ;  a  large  hofpital,  with  the  fick  patients,  was  confumed  ;  many 
churches  and  ftately  edifices  were  deftroyed,  and  an  immenfe  trea- 
fure  of  gold  and  filver  was  either  melted  or  loft.  From  fuch  fcenes 
of  horror  and  diftrefs,  the  wife  and  wealthy  citizens  efcaped  over 
the  Bofphorus  to  the  Afiatic  fide  ;  and  during  five  days  Conftanti- 
nople  was  abandoned  to  the  factions,  whofe  watch-word,  NiKA, 
vanquijh !  has  given  a  name  to  this  memorable  fedition51. 

!l  The  hiftory  of  the  Nika  fedition  is  ex-  (iom.  ii.  p.  213  —  218.),  Chron.  Pafchal. 
trafted  from  Marcellinus  (in  Chron.),  Pro-  (p.  336  — 34c),  Theophanes  (Chronograph, 
copius  (Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  26  ),  John  Malala   p. 154 — J58.),andZonaras(l.xiv.p.6i — 63.). 

As 
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As  long  as  the  factions  were  divided,  the  triumphant  blues,  and  chap. 

defponding  greens,  appeared  to  behold  with  the  fame  indifference   «  .  » 

the  diforders  of  the  ftate.    They  agreed  to  cenfure  the  corrupt  ma-  0f  jnftiaiaa. 
nagement  of  juftice  and  the  finance ;  and  the  two  refponfible  mini- 
fters,  the  artful  Tribonian,  and  the  rapacious  John  of  Cappadocia, 
were  loudly  arraigned  as  the  authors  of  the  public  mifery.  The 
peaceful  murmurs  of  the  people  would  have  been  difregarded  :  they 
were  heard  with  refpect  when  the  city  was  in  flames  ;  the  qusftor, 
and  the  praefecr.,  were  inftantly  removed,  and  their  offices  were  filled 
by  two  fenators  of  blamelefs  integrity.    After  this  popular  conceflion, 
Juftinian  proceeded  to  the  hippodrome  to  confefs  his  own  errors, 
and  to  accept  the  repentance  of  his  grateful  fubjects  ;  but  they  dif- 
trufted  his  affurances,  though  folemnly  pronounced  in  the  prefence 
of  the  holy  gofpels  ;  and  the  emperor,  alarmed  by  their  diftruft,  re- 
treated with  precipitation  to  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  the  palace.  The 
obftinacy  of  the  tumult  was  now  imputed  to  a  fecret  and  ambitious 
confpiracy  ;  and  a  fufpicion  was  entertained,  that  the  infurgents, 
more  efpecially  the  green  faction,  had  been  fupplied  with  arms 
and  money  by  Hypatius  and  Pompey,  two  patricians,  who  could 
neither  forget  with  honour,  nor  remember  with  fafety,  that  they 
were  the  nephews  of  the  emperor  Anaftafius.    Ccipricioufly  trufted, 
difgraced,  and  pardoned,  by  the  jealous  levity  of  the  monarch,  they 
had  appeared  as  loyal  lervants  before  the  throne ;  and,  during  five 
days  of  the  tumult,  they  were  detained  as  important  hoftages ;  till 
at  length,  the  fears  of  Juftinian  prevailing  over  his  prudence,  he 
viewed  the  two  brothers  in  the  light  of  (pies,  perhaps  of  aflafiins, 
and  fternly  commanded  them  to  depart  from  the  palace.    After  a 
fruitlefs  reprefentaticn,  that  obedience  might  lead  to  involuntary 
treafon,  they  retired  to  their  houfes,  and  in  the  morning  of  the 
fixth  day  Hypatius  was  furrounded  and  feized  by  the  people,  who, 
regardlefs  of  his  virtuous  refiftance,  and  the  tears  of  his  wife,  tranf- 

K  2  ported 
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HAP.  ported  their  favourite  to  the  forum  of  Conftantine,  and  inftead  of 
— v-..^   a  diadem,  placed  a  rich  collar  on  his  head.    If  the  ufurper,  who 


Theodora. 


afterwards  pleaded  the  merit  of  his  delay,  had  complied  with  the 
advice  of  his  fenate,  and  urged  the  fury  of  the  multitude,  their  fhft 
irrefiftible  effort  might  have  oppreffed  or  expelled  his  trembling 
competitor.  The  Byzantine  palace  enjoyed  a  free  communication 
with  the  fea ;  velTels  lay  ready  at  the  garden-ftairs  ;  and  a  fecret  re- 
folution  was  already  formed,  to  convey  the  emperor  with  his  family 
and  treafures  to  a  fafe  retreat,  at  fome  diftance  from  the  capital. 
Firmnefs  of  Juftinian  was  loft,  if  the  proftitute  whom  he  raifed  from  the 
theatre  had  not  renounced  the  timidity,  as  well  as  the  virtues,  of 
her  fex.  In  the  midft  of  a  council,  where  Belifarius  was  prefent, 
Theodora  alone  difplayed  the  fpirit  of  an  hero ;  and  me  alone,  with- 
out apprehending  his  future  hatred,  could  fave  the  emperor  from 
the  imminent  danger,  and  his  unworthy  fears.  "  If  flight,''  faid  the 
confort  of  Juflinian,  "  were  the  only  means  of  fafety,  yet  I  mould 
"  difdain  to  fly.  Death  is  the  condition  of  our  birth  ;  but  they 
"  who  have  reigned  mould  never  furvive  the  lofs  of  dignity  and 
"  dominion.  I  implore  heavjen,  that  I  may  never  be  feen,  not  a 
"  day,  without  my  diadem  and  purple ;  that  I  may  no  longer  be- 
"  hold  the  light,  when  I  ceafe  to  be  faluted  with  the  name  of 
"  queen.  If  you  refolve,  O  Csefar,  to  fly,  you  have  treafures ;  be- 
"  hold  the  fea,  you  have  mips  ;  but  tremble  left  the  defire  of  life 
"  fli'ould  expofe  you  to  wretched  exile  and  ignominious  death.  For 
"  my  own  part,  I  adhere  to  the  maxim  of  antiquity,  that  the  throne 
"  is  a  glorious  fepulchre."  The  firmnefs  of  a  woman  reftored  the 
courage  to  deliberate  and  ac~t,  and  courage  foon  difcovers  the  re- 
fources  of  the  mod  defperate  fituation.  It  was  an  eafy  and  a  decifive 
meafure  to  revive  the  animofity  of  the  factions  ;  the  blue  were 
aftonimed  at  their  own  guilt  and  folly,  that  a  trifling  injury  mould 
provoke  them  to  confpire  with  their  implacable  enemies  againft  a 

gracious 
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gracious  and  liberal  benefactor  ;  they  again  proclaimed  the  majefty  CHAP. 

of  Juflinian,  and  the  greens,  with  their  upftart  emperor,  were  left   -  - ." ' 

alone  in  the  hippodrome.    The  fidelity  of  the  guards  was  doubtful;  is  fupprefled. 
but  the  military  force  of  Juflinian  confifted  in  three  thoufand  ve- 
terans, who  had  been  trained  to  valour  and  difcipline  in  the  Perfian 
and  Illyrian  wars.    Under  the  command  of  Belifarius  and  Mundus, 
they  filently  marched  in  two  divifions  from  the  palace,  forced  their 
obfcure  way  through  narrow  paffages,  expiring  flames,  and  falling 
edifices,  and  burft  open  at  the  fame  moment  the  two  oppofite  gates 
of  the  hippodrome.    In  this  narrow  fpace,  the  diforderly  and  af- 
frighted crowd  was  incapable  of  refilling  on  either  fide  a  firm  and 
regular  attack  ;  the  blues  fignalized  the  fury  of  their  repentance ; 
and  it  is  computed,  that  above  thirty  thoufand  perfons  were  flain  in 
the  mercilefs  and  promifcuous  carnage  of  the  day.    Hypatius  was 
dragged  from  his  throne,  and  conducted  with  his  brother  Pompey 
to  the  feet  of  the-  emperor  :  they  implored  his  clemency  ;  but  their 
crime  was  manifeft,  their  innocence  uncertain,  and  Juflinian  had 
been  too  much  terrified  to  forgive.    The  next  morning  the  two 
nephews  of  Anaftafius,  with  eighteen  illuflrious  accomplices,  of  pa- 
trician or  confular  rank,  were  privately  executed  by  the  foldiers  ; 
their  bodies  were  thrown  into  the  fea,  their  palaces  razed,  and  their 
fortunes  confifcated.    The  hippodrome  itfelf  was  condemned,  during 
feveral  years,  to  a  mournful  filence  :  with  the  restoration  of  the 
games,  the  fame  diforders  revived;  and  the  blue  and  green  factions 
continued  to  afflict  the  reign  of  Juflinian,  and  to  difturb  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  Eaftern  empire". 

III.  That  empire,  after  Rome  was  barbarous,  ftill  embraced  the  Agriculture 

nations  whom  fhe  had  conquered  beyond  the  Hadriatic,  and  as  far  faftures  of 

the  Eaftern. 

s3  Marcellinus  fays  in  general  terms,  innu-    Theophanes  are  fwelled  to  40,000  by  the  emPire* 
meris  populis  in  circo  trucidatis.    Procopius    more  recent  Zonaras.    Such  is  the  ufual  pro- 
Bumbers  30,000  victims ;  and  the  35,000  of  grefs  of  exaggeration. 

.  as 
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C  *XLA  P'  a3  ^ront'iers  °^  Ethiopia  and  Perfia.  Juftinian  reigned  over  fixty- 
— v-  four  provinces,  and  nine  hundred  and  thirty-live  cities s+;  his  do- 
minions were  blefled  by  nature  with  the  advantages  of  foil,  fituation, 
and  climate :  and  the  improvements  of  human  art  had  been  per- 
petually diifufed  along  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean  and  the 
banks  of  the  Nile,  from  ancient  Troy  to  the  Egyptian  Thebes. 
Abraham  55  had  been  relieved  by  the  well-known  plenty  of  Egypt ; 
the  fame  country,  a  fmall  and  populous  tract,  was  ftill  capable  of 
exporting,  each  year,  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  quarters  of 
wheat  for  the  ufe  of  Conftantinoples6;  and  the  capital  of  Juftinian  was 
fupplied  with  the  manufactures  of  Sidon,  fifteen  centuries  after  they 
had  been  celebrated  in  the  poems  of  Homer 57.  The  annual  powers 
of  vegetation,  inftead  of  being  exhaufted  by  two  thoufand  harvefts, 
were  renewed  and  invigorated  by  fkilful  hufbandry,  rich  manure, 
and  feafonable  repofe.  The  breed  of  domeftic  animals  was  infinitely 
multiplied.  Plantations,  buildings,  and  the  inftruments  of  labour 
and  luxury,  which  are  more  durable  than  the  term  of  human  life, 
were  accumulated  by  the  care  of  fucceffive  generations.  Tradition 
preferved,  and  experience  fimplified,  the  humble  practice  of  tr^p 
arts  :  fociety  was  enriched  by  the  divifion  of  labour  and  the  facility 
of  exchange ;  and  every  Roman  was  lodged,  clothed,  and  fubfifted, 

54  Hierocles,  a  con  temporary' of  Juftinian,  56  Eight  millions  of  Roman  modii,  befides 
compofed  his  Tvtiixpot  (I:ineraria,  p.  631.),  a  contribution  of  So, 000  aurei  for  the  ex- 
or  review,  of  the  eaftern  provinces  and  cities  pences  of  water-carriage,  from  which  the  fub- 
before  the  year  535  (Wefleling  in  Praefat.  and  jedl  was  gracioufly  e,\cufed.  See  the  xiiith. 
Not.  ad  p.  623,  &c).  Edict  of  Juftinian  :  the  numbers  are  checked 

55  See  the  book  of  Genefis  (xii.  10  ),  and  and  verified  by  the  agreement  of  the  Greek 
the  adminiftration  of  Jofeph.    The  annals  of  and  Latin  texts. 

the  Greeks  and  Hebrews  agree  in  the  early  57  Homer's  Iliad,  vi.  2S9.    Thefe  veils, 

arts  and  plenty  of  Egypt:  but  this  antiquity  ttiwXoj  wa/xroiKiXoi,  were  the  work  of  the  Si- 

fuppofes  a  long  feries  of  improvement;  and  donian  women.    But  this  pafiage  is  more  ho- 

Warburton,    who  is  almoft  ftifled  by  the  nourable  to  the  manufactures  than  to  the 

Hebrew,    calls    aloud   for   the  Samaritan,  navigation  of  Phoenicia,  from  whence  they 

chronology     (Divine  Legation,    vol.   iii.  had  been  imported  to  Troy  in  Phrygian  bot- 

p.  29.  &c).  toms. 

b7 
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bv  the  induftry  of  a  thouiand  hands.    The  invention  of  the  loom  c  H^A  p- 

-  and  diftaff  has  been  pioufly  aicribed  to  the  gods.    In  every  age,  a  '  *— ' 

Tariety  of  animal  and  vegetable  productions,  hair,  fkins,  wool,  flax, 
cotton,  and  at  length  filk^  have  been  fkilfully  manufactured  to  hide 
or  adorn  the  human  body ;  they  were  ftained  with  an  infulion  of 
permanent  colours  ;  and  the  pencil  was  fuccefsfully  employed  to 
improve  the  labours  of  the  loom.  In  the  choice  of  thofe  colours58 
which  imitate  the  beauties  of  nature,  the  freedom  of  tafte  and  falhion 
was  indulged ;  but  the  deep  purple 59  which  the  Phoenicians  ex- 
tracted from  a  fhell-fiih,,  was  reftrained  to  the  facred  peribn  and 
palace  of  the  emperor  ;  and  the  penalties  of  treafon  were  denounced 
againft  the  ambitious  fubjects,  who  dared  to  ufurp  the  prerogative 
of  the  throne". 

I  need  not  explain  that  filktl  is  originally  fpun  from  the  bowels  Tfceafcol 
of  a  caterpillar,  and  that  it  compofes  the  golden  tomb  from  whence  Remans, 
a  worm  emerges  in  the  form  of  a  butterfly.     Till  the  reign  of 
Juftinian,   the  filk-worms  who  feed  on  the  leaves  of  the  white 
mulberry- tree,  were  confined  to  China ;  thofe  of  the  pine,  the  oak, 

s*  See  in  Ovid  (de  Arte  Amandi,  iii.  269,  adls  of  defpoti'm  were  jaftified  by  the  fober 

tec.)  a  poetical  lilt  of  twelve  colours  bor-  ar.d  general  declarations  of  law  (Codex  The- 

rowed  from  flowers,  the  elements,  &c.    But  oaofian.  1.  x.  tit.  21.  leg.  3.    Codex  Jufti- 

it  is  almoft  impolEble  to  di ("criminate  by  words  nian.  I.  zL  tit.  8.  leg.  5.).     An  inglorious 

all  the  nice  and  various  (hades  both  of  art  and  permifHon,  and  nece.Tary  reftricticn,  was  ap- 

nature.  plied  :o  the  miir.ee,  the  female  dancers  (Cod. 

59  By  the  difcovery  of  cochineal,  tec.  we  far  Theodof.  I.  xv.  tit.  7.  leg.  11.). 

furpafs  the  colours  of  antiquity.    Their  royal  «■  In  the  hiftory  of  infects  (far  more  won- 

porple  had  a  ftrong  fmell,  and  a  dark  caft  as  derful  than  Ovid's  Metamorphofes )  the  filk- 

deep  as  bull's  blood-obfcuritas  rubeni  (fays  worm  holds  a  confpicuous  place.    The  bom- 

CafEodorius,  Var.  i,  2.)  nigredo  fanguinea.  byx  of  the  ifle  of  Ceos,  as  defcribed  by  PJicv 

The  prefident  Goguet  (Origine  des  Lcix  et  (Hift.  Natur>  xi<  26>      with  the  note.  of  the 

des  Arts,  part  ii.  I.  5.  c.  2.  p.  184— 215.)  two  learned  Jefuits,  Hardouin  and  Brotier), 

will  amufe  and  fatisfy  the  reader.    I  doubt  mav  be  illuftrated  by  a  Similar  fpecies  in  Chi- 

whether  his  book,  efpecially  in  England,  is  na  (Menoires  fur  les  Chinois,  torn.  ii.  p.  575 

as  well  known  as  it  deferves  to  be.  _ ;ss.)  :  but  our  (ilk-worn,  as  well  as  the 

60  Hnlorica!  proofs  of  this  jealcufy  have  white  mulberry-tree,  were  unknown  to  Tne- 
been  occaSonallv  introduced,  and  many  more  ophraftus  and  Pliny. 

night  Lave  been  added :  but  the  arbitrary 

2  and 
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and  the  afh,  were  common  in  the  forefts  both  of  Afia  and  Europe  ; 
but  as  their  education  is  more  difficult,  and  their  produce  more  un- 
certain, they  were  generally  neglected,  except  in  the  little  ifland  of 
Ceos,  near  the  coaft  of  Attica.  A  thin  gauze  was  procured  from 
their  webs,  and  this  Cean  manufacture,  the  invention  of  a  woman, 
for  female  ufe,  Was  long  admired  both  in  the  Eaft  and  at  Rome. 
Whatever  fufpicions  may  be  raifed  by  the  garments  of  the  Medes 
and  Aflyrians,  Virgil  is  the  moft  ancient  writer,  who  exprefsly  men- 
tions the  foft  wool  which  was  combed  from  the  trees  of  the  Seres 
or  Chinefe61;  and  this  natural  error,  lefs  marvellous  than  the  truth, 
was  flowly  corrected  by  the  knowledge  of  a  valuable  infect,  the  firft 
artificer  of  the  luxury  of  nations.  That  rare  and  elegant  luxury 
was  cenfured,  in  the  reign  of  Tiberius,  by  the  graveft  of  the  Romans ; 
and  Pliny,  in  affected  though  forcible  language,  has  condemned 
the  thirft  of  gain,  which  explored  the  laft  confines  of  the  earth,  for 
the  pernicious  purpofe  of  expofing  to  the  public  eye  naked  draperies 
and  tranfparent  matrons63.  A  drefs  which  mewed  the  turn  of  the 
limbs,  and  colour  of  the  fkin,  might  gratify  vanity,  or  provoke 
defire  ;  the  filks  which  had  been  clofely  woven  in  China,  were  forae- 
times  unravelled  by  the  Phoenician  women,  and  the  precious  mate- 
rials were  multiplied  by  a  loofer  texture,  and  the  intermixture  of 
linen  threads64.    Two  hundred  years  after  the  age  of  Pliny,  the 


61  Georgic  ii.  izi.  Serica  quando  vene- 
rint  in  ufum  planifiime  non  fcio :  fufpicor 
tamen  in  Julii  Caefaris  aevo,  nam  ante  non 
invenio,  fays  Juftus  Lipfius  (Excurfus  i.  ad 
Tacit.  Annal.  ii.  32.).  See  Dion  Caflius 
(1.  xliii.  p.  358.  edit.  Reimar),  and  Paufanias 
(1.  vi.  p.  519.),  the  firft  who  defrribes,  how- 
ever flrangely,  the  Seric  infect. 

63  Tam  longinquo  orbe  petitur,  utin  publi- 
co matrona  tranfluceat.  ...  at  denudet  fce- 
minas  veftis  (Plin.  vi.  20.  xi.  21.).  Varro 
and  Publius  Syrus  had  already  played  on  the 

6 


Toga  vitrea,  ventus  textilis,  and  nebula  linea 
(Horat.  Sermon,  i.  2.  ioi.  with  the  notes  of 
Torrentius  and  Dacier). 

64  On  the  texture,  colours,  names,  and  ufe 
of  the  filk,  half  filk,  and  linen  garments  of 
antiquity,  fee  the  profound,  difrufe,  and  ob- 
fcure  refearches  of  the  great  Salmafius  (in 
Hilt.  Auguft.  p.  127.  309,310.  339.  341,342. 
344.388 — 391.  39;.  513.),  who  was  igno- 
rant of  the  moft  common  trades  of  Dijon  or 
Leyden. 
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life  of  pure  or  even  of  mixed  filks  was  confined  to  the  female  fex,  till  c  A  p- 
the  opulent  citizens  of  Rome  and  the  provinces  were  infenfibly  * — -v-— / 
familiarifed  with  the  example  of  Elagabalus,  the  firft  who,  by  t UIs 
effeminate  habit,  had  fullied  the  dignity  of  an  emperor  and  a  man. 
Aurelian  complained,  that  a  pound  of  filk  was  fold  at  Rome  for 
twelve  ounces  of  gold  :  but  the  fupply  encreafed  with  the  demand, 
and  the  price  diminifhed  with  the  fupply.  If  accident  or  monopoly 
fometimes  raifed  the  value  even  above  the  ftandard  of  Aurelian,  the 
manufacturers  of  Tyre  and  Berytus  were  fometimes  compelled  by 
the  operation  of  the  fame  caufes  to  content  themfelves  with  a  ninth 
part  of  that  extravagant  rate 6s.  A  law  was  thought  neceflary  to 
dilcriminate  the  drefs  of  comedians  from  that  of  fenators,  and  of 
the  filk  exported  from  its  native  country  the  far  greater  part  was 
confumed  by  the  fubjects  of  Juftinian.  They  were  ft  ill  more  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  a  fhell-fifh  of  the  Mediterranean,  lurnamed 
the  filk- worm  of  .the  fea  :  the  fine  wool  or  hair  by  which  the 
mother-of-pearl  affixes  itfelf  to  the  rock,  is  now  manufactured  for 
curiofity  rather  than  ufe  ;  and  a  robe  obtained  from  the  fame  fingu- 
lar  materials,  was  the  gift  of  the  Roman  emperor  to  the  fatraps  of 
Armenia65. 

A  valuable  merchandize  of  fmall  bulk  is  capable  of  defraying  the  Importation 

.      from  China 

expence  of  land  carriage  ;  and  the  caravans  travel  led  the  whole  lati-  by  land  and 
tude  of  Afia  in  two  hundred  and  forty-three  days  from  the  Chinefe  fea* 
ocean  to  the  fea-coaft  of  Syria.    Silk  was  immediately  delivered  to 
the  Romans  by  the  Perfian  merchants'57,  who  frequented  the  fairs  of 

Armenia 

65  Flavius  Vopifcus  in  Aurelian.  c.  45.  r,s  Procopius  da  Edif.  I.  iii.  c.  1.  Thefe 
in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  224.  See  Salmafius  ad  pinnes  de  mer  are  found  near  Smyrna,  Sicily, 
Hift.  Aug.  p.  392.  and  Plinian.  Exercitat.  in  Corfica,  and  Minorca  ;  and  a  pair  of  gloves 
Solinum,  p.  694,  695.  The  Anecdotes  of  of  their  filk  was  prcfentcd  to  Pope  Bene- 
Procopius  (c.  Z5.)  ftate  a  partial  and  imper-    dicl  XIV. 

fett  rate  of  the  price  of  filk  in  the  time  of  67  Procopius,  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  20.  1.  ii.  c.  25. 
Juftinian.  Gothic.  1.  iv.  c.  17.    Msuander  in  Excerpt. 
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C  H  A  p.  Armenia  and  Nifibis :  but  this  trade,  which  in  the  intervals  of  truce 

A.  L»« 

i  ^— — t  was  oppreffed  by  avarice,  and  jealoufy,  was  totally  interrupted  by 

the  long  wars  of  the  rival  monarchies.  The  great  king  might 
proudly  number  Sogdiana,  and  even  Serica,  among  the  provinces  of 
his  empire,  but  his  real  dominion  was  bounded  by  the  Oxus ;  and 
his  ufeful  intercourfe  with  the  Sogdoites,  beyond  the  river,  depended 
on  the  pleafure  of  their  conquerors,  the  white  Huns,  and  the  Turks, 
who  fucceffively  reigned  over  that  induftrious  people.  Yet  the  mod 
lavage  dominion  has  not  extirpated  the  feeds  of  agriculture  and 
commerce,  in  a  region  which  is  celebrated  as  one  of  the  four  gardens 
of  Afia  ;  the  cities  of  Samarcand  and  Bochara  are  advantageoufly 
feated  for  the  exchange  of  its  various  productions ;  and  their  mer- 
chants purchafed  from  the  Chincfe 68  the  raw  or  manufactured  fiik 
which  they  tranfported  into  Perfia  for  the  ufe  of  the  Roman  empire. 
In  the  vain  capital  of  China,  the  Sogdian  caravans  were  entertained 
as  the  fuppliant  embaffies  of  tributary  kingdoms,  and  if  they  re- 
turned in  fafrty,  the  bold  adventure  was  rewarded  with  exorbitant 
gain.  But  the  difficult  and  perilous  march  from  Samarcand  to 
the  firft  town  of  Shenfi,  could  not  be  performed  in  lefs  than 
fixty,  eighty,  or  one  hundred  days  :  as  foon  as  they  had  pafled  the 
Jaxartes  they  entered  the  defert ;  and  the  wandering  hords,  unlefs 
they  are  reftrained  by  armies  and  garrifons,  have  always  confidered 
the  citizen  and  the  traveller  as  the  objects  of  lawful  rapine.  To 

Legat.  p.  107.    Of  the  Parthian  or  Perfian  Geography.     Memoires  de  l'Academie  des 

empire,  Ifidore  of  Charax  (in  Stathmis  Par-  Infcriptions,  torn,  xxxii.  xxxvi.  xlii,  xliii.), 

thicis,  p.  7,  8.  in  Hudfon,  Geograph. Minor,  who  difcovers  the  gradual  progrefs  of  the 

torn,  ii.)  has  marked  the  roads,  and  Ammia-  truth  of  the  annals  and  the  extent  of  the 

nus  Marceliinus  (1.  xxiii.  c.  6.  p.  400.)  has  monarchy,  till  the  Chriftian  asra.     He  has 

enumerated  the  provinces.  fearched,  with  a  curious  eye,  the  connections 

*s  The  blind  admiration  of  the  Jefuits  of  the  Chinefe  with  the  nations  of  the  Weft: 

confounds  the  different  periods  of  the  Chi-  but  thefe  connections  are  flight,  cafual,  and 

nefe  hiftory.    They  are  more  critically  dif-  obfeure  ;  nor  did  the  Romans  entertain  a  fuf- 

tinguilhed  by  M.  de  Guignes  (Hift.  des  Huns,  picion  that  the  Seres  or  Sinae  po/Tefled  an 

torn.  i.  part  i.  in  the  Table?,  part  ii.  in  the  empire  not  inferior  to  their  own. 
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efcape  the  Tartar  robbers,  and  the  tyrants  of  Perfia,  the  filk- caravans  c 
explored  a  more  fouthern  road  ;  they  traverfed  the  mountains  of  N 
Thibet,  defcended  the  ftreams  of  the  Ganges  or  the  Indus,  and  pa- 
tiently expected,  in  the  ports  of  Guzerat  and  Malabar,  the  annual 
fleets  of  the  Weft 69.  But  the  dangers  of  the  defert  were  found  lefs 
intolerable  than  toil,  hunger,  and  the  lofs  of  time  ;  the  attempt  was 
feldom  renewed,  and  the  only  European  who  has  pafTed  that  unfre- 
quented way,  applauds  his  own  diligence,  that,  in  nine  months 
after  his  departure  from  Pekin,  he  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Indus. 
The  ocean,  however,  was  open  to  the  free  communication  of  man- 
kind. From  the  great  river  to  the  tropic  of  Cancer,  the  provinces 
of  China  were  fubdued  and  civilized  by  the  emperors  of  the  North  ; 
they  were  filled  about  the  time  of  the  Chriftian  sera  with  cities  and 
men,  mulberry-trees  and  their  precious  inhabitants ;  and  if  the 
Chinefe,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  compafs,  had  pofTefled  the 
genius  of  the  Greeks  or  Phoenicians,  they  might  have  fpread  their 
difcoveries  over  the  fouthern  hemifphere.  I  am  not  qualified  to 
examine,  and  I  am  not  difpofed  to  believe,  their  diftant  voyages  to 
the  Perfian  gulf  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  :  but  their  anceftors 
might  equal  the  labours  and  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  race,  and  the 
fphere  of  their  navigation  might  extend  from  the  ifles  of  Japan  to 
the  ftreights  of  Malacca,  the  pillars,  if  we  may  apply  that  name,  of 
an  Oriental  Hercules  ?J.  Without  lofmg  fight  of  land  they  might 
fail  along  the  coaft  to  the  extreme  promontory  of  Achin,  which  is 
annually  vifited  by  ten  or  twelve  fhips  laden  with  the  productions, 

*»  The  roads  from  China  to  Perfia  and  70  For  the  Chinefe  navigation  to  Malacca 

Hindoftan  may  be  inveftigated  in  the  rela-  and  Achin,  perhaps  to  Ceylon,  fee  Renaudot 

tions  of  Hackl  oy t  and  Thevenot  (the  ambaf-  (on  the  two  Mahometan  Travellers,  p.  8  —  1 1 . 

fadors  of  Sharokh,  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  the  13 — 17.    141  — 157  ),     Dampier    (vol.  ii. 

Pere  Greuber,  kc.    See  likevvife  Hanway's  p.  136.),  the  Hill.  Philofophique  des  deux 

Travels,  vol.  i.  p.  345 — 357.)-    A  commu-  Indes  (torn.  i.  p.  9S.),  and  the  Hid.  Generalc 

nication  through  Thibet  has  been  lately  ex-  des  Voyages  (torn.  vi.  p.  201.). 
plored  by  the  Englilh  fovereigns  of  Bengal. 
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CHAP.        manufactures,  and  even  the  artificers,  of  China  :  the  ifland  of 
XL. 

v,  -j-  Sumatra  and  the  oppofite  peninfula,  are  faintly  delineated  71  as  the 
regions  of  gold  and  filver  ;  and  the  trading  cities  named  in  the 
geography  of  Ptolemy,  may  indicate,  that  this  wealth  was  not  folely 
derived  from  the  mines.  The  direct  interval  between.  Sumatra 
and  Ceylon  is  about  three  hundred  leagues  ;  the  Chinefe  and  Indian 
navigators  were  conducted  by  the  flight  of  birds  and  periodical 
winds,  and  the  ocean  might  be  fecurely  traverfed  in  fquare-built 
fhips,  which,  inftead  of  iron,  were  fewed  together  with  the  ftrong 
thread  of  the  cocoa-nut.  Ceylon,  Serendib,  or  Taprobana,  was 
divided  between  two  hoftile  princes ;  one  of  whom  pollened  the 
mountains,  the  elephants,  and  the  luminous  carbuncle,  and  the  other 
enjoyed  the  more  folid  riches  of  domeftic  induftry,  foreign  trade, 
and  the  capacious  harbour  of  Trinquemale,  which  received  and 
difmifled  the  fleets  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft.  In  this  hofpitabte  ifle,  at  an 
equal  diftance  (as  it  was  computed)  from  their  refpective  countries, 
the  filk  merchants  of  China,  who  had  collected  in  their  voyages 
aloes,  cloves,  nutmeg,  and  fantal  wood,  maintained  a  free  and 
beneficial  commerce  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  Perfian  gulf.  The 
fubjects  of  the  great  king  exalted,  without  a  rival,  his  power  and 
magnificence  ;  and  the  Roman,  who  confounded  their  vanity  by 
comparing  his  paltry  coin  with  a  gold  medal  of  the  emperor  Anafta- 
fius,  had  failed  to  Ceylon,  in  an  Ethiopian  fhip,  as  a  fimple  paf- 
fenger  7\ 

71  'The  knowledge,  or  rather  ignorance,  of  furpafs  the  firft  of  modern  geographers. 
Strabo,  Pliny,  Ptolemy,  Arrian,  Marcian,  &c.  71  The  Taprobane  of  Pliny  (vi.  24.),  So- 
of  the  countries  eaftward  of  Cape  Comorin,  linus  (c.  53.),  and  Salmaf.  Plinianae  Exerci- 
is  finely  illuftrated  by  d'Anville  (Antiquite  tat.  (p.  781,  782.),  and  molt  of  the  ancients, 
Geographique  de  l'lnde,  efpecially  p.  161 —  who  often  confound  the  iflands  of  Ceylon  and 
19S.).  Our  geography  of  India  is  improved  Sumatra,  is  more  clearly  defcrifced  by  Cofmas 
by  commerce  and  conqueft;  and  has  been  il-  Indicopleuftes ;  yet  even  the  Chriftian  topo- 
luftrated  by  the  excellent  maps  and  memoirs  grapher  has  exaggerated  its  dimenfions.  His 
of  major  Rennel.  If  he  extends  the  fphere  information  on  the  Indian  and  Chinefe  trade 
of  his  enquiries  with  the  fame  critical  know-  is  rare  and  curious  (!.  ii.  p.  138.  1.  xi.  p.  337, 
ledge  and  fagacity,  he  will  fucceed,  and  may    338.  edit.  Montfaucon). 
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As  filk  became  of  indifpenfable  ufe,  the  emperor  Juftinian  faw,  c  H  A  P. 
with  concern,  that  the  Perfians  had  occupied  by  land  and  fea  the  <  * — ;— ' 

r  ii        i  1  t      e  4  •    >"  x.  Introduction 

monopoly  or  this  important  iupply,  and  that  the  wealth  or  his  lub-  offilk-worms 
jects  was  continually  drained  by  a  nation  of  enemies  and  idolaters.  moGreece- 
An  active  government  would  have  reftored  the  trade  of  Egypt  and 
the  navigation  of  the  Red  Sea,  which  had  decayed  with  the  pro- 
fperity  of  the  empire ;  and  the  Roman  veffels  might  have  failed, 
for  the  purchafe  of  filk,  to  the  ports  of  Ceylon,  of  Malacca,  or  even 
of  China.  Juftinian  embraced  a  more  humble  expedient,  and  foli- 
cited  the  aid  of  his  Chriftian  allies,  the  ^Ethiopians  of  Abyffinia,  who 
had  recently  acquired  the  arts  of  navigation,  the  fpirit  of  trade,  and 
the  fea-port  of  Adulis73,  ftili  decorated  with  the  trophies  of  a  Gre- 
cian conqueror.  Along  the  African  coaft,  they  penetrated  to  the 
equator  in  fearch  of  gold,  emeralds,  and  aromatics  ;  but  they  wifely 
declined  an  unequal  competition,  in  which  they  muft  be  always  pre- 
vented by  the  vicinity  of  the  Perfians  to  the  markets  of  India  ;  and 
the  emperor  fubmitted  to  the  difappointment,  till  his  willies  were 
gratified  by  an  unexpected  event.  The  gofpel  had  been  preached 
to  the  Indians  :  a  bifhop  already  governed  the  Chriftians  of  St. 
Thomas  on  the  pepper-coaft  of  Malabar ;  a  church  was  planted  in 
Ceylon,  and  the  miffionaries  purfued  the  footfteps  of  commerce  to 
the  extremities  of  Afia7+.  Two  Perfian  monks  had  long  refided  in 
China,  perhaps  in  the  royal  city  of  Nankin,  the  feat  of  a  mo- 
narch addicted  to  foreign  fuperftitions,  and  who  actually  received 
an  embafly  from  the  rfle  of  Ceylon.  Amidft  their  pious  occupa- 
tions, they  viewed  with  a  curious  eye  the  common  drefs  of  the 

73  See  Procopius,  Perfic.  (l.ii.c. 20. )•   Cof-  and  as  far  as  Taprobane  (1.  xi.  p.  3^9.). 

mas  affords  fome  interefting  knowledge  of  the  7*  See  the  Chriftian  millions  in  India,  in 

port  and  infc.iption  of  Adulis  (Topograph.  Cofmas  (1.  Hi.  p.  178,  179.  1.  xi.  p.  337. )» 

Chrift.  1.  ii.  p.  13s.  140 — 143.),  and  of  the  and  confult  Affeman.  Biuliot.  Orient,  (torn, 

trade  of  the  Axumites  along  the  African  iv.  p.  413 — 5 48.) . 
coaft  of  Barbaria  or  Zmgi  (p.  138,  139.), 

Chinefe, 
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Chinefe,  the  manufactures  of  filk,  and  the  myriads  of  filk-worms, 
whofe  education  (either  on  trees  or  in  houfes)  had  once  been  con- 
fidered  as  the  labour  of  queens".  They  foon  difcovered  that  it 
•was  impracticable  to  tranfport  the  fliort- lived  infect,  but  that  in  the 
eggs  a  numerous  progeny  might  be  preferved  and  multiplied  in  a 
diftant  climate.  Religion  or  intereft  had  more  power  over  the 
Pernan  monks  than  the  love  of  their  country:  after  a  long  journey, 
they  arrived  at  Conftantinople,  imparted  their  project  to  the  em- 
peror, and  were  liberally  encouraged  by  the  gifts  and  promifes  of 
Tuftinian.  To  the  hillorians  of  that  prince,  a  campaign  at  the  foot 
of  mount  Caucafus  has  feemed  more  deferving  of  a  minute  relation 
than  the  labours  of  thefe  miffionaries  of  commerce,  who  again  en- 
tered China,  deceived  a  jealous  people  by  concealing  the  eggs  of 
the  filk-worm  in  a  hollow  cane,  and  returned  in  triumph  with  the 
fpoils  of  the  Eaft.  Under  their  direction,  the  eggs  were  hatched 
at  the  proper  feafon  by  the  artificial  heat  of  dung  ;  the  worms  were 
fed  with  mulberry  leaves  ;  they  lived  and  laboured  in  a  foreign 
climate  ;  a  fufficient  number  of  butterflies  was  faved  to  propagate 
the  race,  and  trees  were  planted  to  fupply  the  ncurifhment  of  the 
riling  generations.  Experience  and  reflection  corrected  the  errors 
of  a  new  attempt,  and  the  Sogdoite  ambafladors  acknowledged,  in 
the  fucceeding  reign,  that  the  Romans  were  not  inferior  to  the 
natives  of  China  in  the  education  of  the  infects,  and  the  manu- 
factures of  lilk7fi,  in  which  both  China  and  Conftantinople  have 

75  The  invention,  manufacture,  and  gene-  p.  3S.  Zonaras,  torn.  ii.  1.  xiv.  p.  69.). 
ral  ufe  of  filk  in  China,  may  be  feen  in  Du-  Pagi  (torn.  ii.  p.  602.)  afiigns to  the  year  552 
halde  (Defcription  Generale  de  la  Chine,  this  memorable  importation.  Menancer  (in 
torn.  ii.  p.  165  205 — 223.).  The  province  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  1C7.)  mentions  the  aJ- 
of  Chekian  is  the  moft  renowned  both  for  miration  of  the  Sogdoites  j  ami  Th?ophylacl 
quantity  and  quality.  Simocatta  (1.  vii.  c.  9.)  darkly  represents  the 

76  Procopius  (1.  nil.  Gothic,  iv.  c.  17.  two  rival  kingdoms  in  (China)  the  country 
The^hanes,  Byzant.  apud  Phot.  CoJ.  Ixxxiv.  of  filk. 

been 
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revenue. 


been  furpafled  by  the  induftry  of  modern  Europe.    I  am  not  in-  c  H  A  p« 

x  '  '  '  J\.  Li. 

fenfible  of  the  benefits  of  elegant  luxury  ;  yet  I  reflect  with  fome  >—  ■  j 
pain,  that  if  the  importers  of  filk  had  introduced  the  art  of  printing, 
already  practifed  by  the  Chinefe,  the  comedies  of  Menander  and 
the  entire  decads  of  Livy  would  have  been  perpetuated  in  the  edi- 
tions of  the  fixth  century.  A  larger  view  of  the  globe  might  at 
feafl:  have  promoted  the  improvement  of  fpeculative  fclence,  but 
the  Chriftian  geography  was  forcibly  extracted  from  texts  of  fcrip- 
ture,  and  the  ftudy  of  nature  was  the  fureft  fymptom  of  an  unbe- 
lieving mind.  The  orthodox  faith  confined  the  habitable  world  to 
one  temperate  zone,  and  reprefented  the  earth  as  an  oblong  furface, 
four  hundred  days  journey  in  length,  two  hundred  in  breadth,  en- 
compalTed  by  the  ocean,  and  covered  by  the  folid  cryftal  of  the 
firmament 77 . 

IV.  The  fubjects  of  Juftinian  were  diflatisfied  with  the  times,  State  of  the 
and  with  the  government.  Europe  was  over-run  by  the  Barbarians, 
and  Afia  by  the  monks  :  the  poverty  of  the  Weft  difcouraged  the 
trade  and  manufactures  of  the  Eaft  ;  the  produce  of  labour  was 
confumed  by  the  unprofitable  fervants  of  the  church,  the  ftate,  and 
the  army  ;  and  a  rapid  decreafe  was  felt  in  the  fixed  and  circulating 
capitals  which  conftitute  the  national  wealth.  The  public  diftrefs 
had  been  alleviated  by  the  ceconomy  of  Anafiafius,  and  that  pru- 
dent emperor  accumulated  an  immenfe  treafure  while  he  delivered 

77  Cofmas,  furnamed  Indicopleuftcs,  or  the  given  in- French  and  in  Greek  by  Melchife- 

Indian  navigator,  performed  his  voyage  about  dec  Thevenot  (Relations  Curieufes,  part  i.), 

the  year  522,  and  compofed  at  Alexandria,  and  the  whole  is  fince  publifhed  in  a  fplen- 

between  535  and  547,  Chriitian  Topography  did  edition  by  the  Pere  Montfaucon  (Nova 

(Montfaucon,  Prafat.  c.  1.),  in  which  he  re-  Colle&io  Patrum,  Paris,  1707.  2  vols,  in  fol. 

futes  the  impious  opinion,  that  the  earth  is  torn. ii.  p.  113 — 346.).  But  the  editor,  a  theo- 

a  globe;  and  Photius  had  read  this  work  (Cod.  logian,  might  bluth  at  not  difcovering  the 

xxxvi.  p.  g,  10.),  which  difplays  the  preju-  Neftorian  herefy  of  Cofmas,  which  has  been 

dices  of  a  monk,  with  the  knowledge  of  a  detected  by  la  Croze  (Chriilianifme  des  Indcs, 

merchant:  the  moft  valuable  part  has  been  torn.  i.  p.  40—56.). 

his 
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C  H  A  P.  his  people  from  the  moft  odious  or  oppreffive  taxes.    Their  grati- 

A  Li. 

— v — tude  univerfally  applauded  the  abolition  of  the  gold  of  aMi6liony  a 
perfonal  tribute  on  the  induftry  of  the  poor73,  but  more  intolerable, 
as  it  mould  feem,  in  the  form  than  in  the  fubftance,  fince  the 
flourifhing  city  of  Edefia  paid  only  one  hundred  and  forty  pounds 
of  gold,  which  was  collected  in  four  years  from  ten  thoufand  arti- 
ficers79. Yet  fuch  was  the  parfimony  which  fupported  this  liberal 
difpofition,  that  in  a  reign  of  twenty-feven  years,  Anaftafius  faved, 
from  his  annual  revenue,  the  enormous  fum  of  thirteen  millions 
fterling,  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of  gold83. 
His  example  was  neglected,  and  his  treafure  was.  abufed,  by  the 
nephew  of  Juftin.  The  riches  of  Juftinian  were  fpeedily  exhaufted 
by  alms  and  buildings,  by  ambitious  wars,  and  ignominious  treaties. 
Avarice  and  His  revenues  were  found  inadequate  to  his  expences.  Every  art 
Juftinian.0  was  tried  to  extort  from  the  people  the  gold  and  filver  which  he 
fcattered  with  a  lavifh  hand  from  Perfia  to  France 81 :  his  reign  was 
marked  by  the  vichTitudes,  or  rather  by  the  combat,  of  rapacioufnefs 
and  avarice,  of  fplendour  and  poverty.;  he  lived  with  the  reputation 
of  hidden  treafuresS2,  and  bequeathed  to  his  fucceObr  the  payment 

73  Evagrius  (1.  iii.  c.  39,  40.)  is  minute  80  Procopius  (Anecdot.  c.  19  )  fixes  this 

and  grateful,   but  angry  with  Zoiimus  for  fum  from  the  report  of  the  treafurers  them- 

calumniating  the  great  Conftantine.    Jn  col-  felves.    Tiberius  had  <vicies  ter  mUlies ;  but 

letting  all  the  bonds  and  records  of  the  tax,  far  different  was  his  empire  from  that  of  Ana- 

the  humanity  of  Anaftafius  was  diligent  and  ftafius. 

artfuj :  fathers  were  fometimes  compelled  to  61  Evagrius  (!.  iv.  c.  30.),  in  the  next 

proftitute  their  daughters  (Zofim.  Hift.  1.  ii.  generation,    was   moderate    and    well  in- 

c.  38.  p.  165,  166.  Lipfisc,  1784.).    Timo-  f  rmed  ;  and  Zonaras  (1.  xiv.  c.  61.),  in 

theus  of  Gaza  chofe  fuch  an  e\ent  for  the  the  xiith  century,  had  read  with  care,  and 

fubjeft  of  a  tragedy  (Suidas,  torn.  iii.  p.  475.),  thought  without  prejudice:    yet  their  co- 

which  contributed  to  the  abolition  of  the  tax  lours  are  almoft  as  black  as  thofe  of  the' 

(Cedrenus,  p.  35.) — an  happy  inftance  (if  it  Anecdotes. 

be  true)  of  the  ufe  of  the  theatre.  Procopius  (Anecdot.  c.  30.)  relates  the 

7»  See  Jofua  Stylites,  in  the  Bibliotheca  idle  conjectures  of  the  times.    The  death  of 

Orientalisof  Affeman  (tom.i.p.  268.).   This  Juftinian,  fays  the  fecret  hiftorian,  will  ex- 

capitation  tax  is  flightly  mentioned  in  the  pofe  his  wealth  or  poverty. 


Chronicle  of  Edefia. 
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of  his  debts81.    Such  a  character  has  been  juftly  accufed  by  the  c  H  A  p- 

A.  Li. 


voice  of  the  people  and  of  pofterity  :  but  public  difcpntent  is  credu-  v. 
lous;  private  malice  is  bold;  and  a  lover  of  truth  will  perufe  with 
a  fufpicious  eye  the  inftructive  anecdotes  of  Procopius.  The  fe- 
cret  hiflorian  reprefents  only  the  vices  of  Juitinian,  and  thofe  vices 
are  darkened  by  his  malevolent  pencil.  Ambiguous  actions  are 
imputed  to  the  word  motives :  error  is  confounded  with  guilt,  ac- 
cident with  defign,  and  laws  with  abufes  :  the  partial  injuftice  of  a 
moment  is  dextroufly  applied  as  the  general  maxim  of  a  reign  of 
thirty-two  years :  the  emperor  alone  is  made  refponfible  for  the 
faults  of  his  officers,  the  diforders  of  the  times,  and  the  corruption 
of  his  fubjects  ;  and  even  the  calamities  of  nature,  plagues,  earth- 
quakes, and  inundations,  are  imputed  to  the  prince  of  the  daemons, 
who  had  mifchievoufly  aflumed  the  form  of  Juflinian  8\ 

After  this  precaution,  I  {hall  briefly  relate  the  anecdotes  of  avarice 
and  rapine,  under  the  following  heads  :  I.  Juftinian  was  fo  pro- 
fufe  that  he  could  not  be  liberal.    The  civil  and  military  officers,  Pernicious 

favings. 

when  they  were  admitted  into  the  fervice  of  the  palace,  obtained  an 
humble  rank  and  a  moderate  ftipend  ;  they  afcended  by  feniority 
to  a  ftation  of  affluence  and  repofe  ;  the  annual  penfions,  of  which 
the  mod  honourable  clafs  was  aboliffied  by  Juftinian,  amounted  to 
four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;  and  this  domeftic  ceconomy  was 
deplored  by  the  venal  or  indigent  courtiers  as  the  laft  outrage  on 
the  majefty  of  the  empire.  The  ports,  the  fabrics  of  phyficians, 
and  the  nocturnal  illuminations,  were  objects  of  more  general  con- 
cernand  the  cities  might  juftly  complain,  that  he  ufurped  the  rau- 

?3  See  Corippus  de  Laudibus  Jultini  Aug.  Centenaries  of  gold  were  brought  by  ftrong 

1.  ii.  260,  &c.  384,  &c.  arms  into  the  hippodrome: 

Plurima   funt    vivo   nimium  neglefta       "  Debita  genitoris  periolvit,  cauta  recepit." 
"  parenti,  s+  The  Anecdotes  (c.  11  — 14.  18.  20  — 

«'  Unde  tot  exhauitus   contraxit  debita  30.)   fupply  many  fads  and  more  com- 

"  fifcus."  plaints. 

Vol.  IV.  M  mcipa] 
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CHAP,  nicipal  revenues  which  had  been  appropriated  to  thefe  ufeful  infti- 
y_      '    .   tutions.    Even  the  foldiers  were  injured ;  and  fuch  was  the  decay 
of  military  fplrit,  that  they  were  injured  with  impunity.    The  em- 
peror refufed,  at  the  return  of  each  fifth  year,  the  cuftomary  dona- 
tive of  five  pieces  of  gold,  reduced  his  veterans  to  beg  their  bread, 
and  fuffered  unpaid  armies  to  melt  away  in  the  wars  of  Italy  and 
Remittances.  Perfia.    II.  The  humanity  of  his  predecefTors  had  always  remitted, 
in  fome  aufpicious  circumftance  of  their  reign,  the  arrears  of  the 
public  tribute ;  and  they  dextroufly  aiTumed  the  merit  of  refigning 
thofe  claims  which  it  was  impracticable  to  enforce.    "  Juftinian,  in 
"  the  fpace  of  thirty-two  years,  has  never  granted  a  fimihr  indul- 
"  gence ;  and  many  of  his  fubje&s  have  renounced  the  pofleflion 
"  of  thofe  lands  whofe  value  is  infufficient  to  fatisfy  the  demands 
*'  of  the  treafury.    To  the  cities  which  had  lufFered  by  hoftile  in- 
"  roads,  Anaftafius  promifed  a  general  exemption  of  feven  years : 
u  the  provinces  of  Juftinian  have  been  ravaged  by  the  Perfians  and 
"  Arabs,  the  Huns  and  Sclavonians  ;  but  his  vain  and  ridiculous 
"  difpenfation  of  a  fingle  year  has  been  confined  to  thofe  places 
"  which  were  actually  taken  by  the  enemy."    Such  is  ihz  language 
of  the  fecret  hiftorian,  who  exprefsly  denies  that  any  indulgence 
was  granted  to  Paleftine  after  the  revolt  of  the  Samaritans  ;  a  falfe 
and  odious  charge,  confuted  by  the  authentic  record,  which  attefts 
a  relief  of  thirteen  centenaries  of  gold  (fifty-two  thoufand  pounds) 
obtained  for  that  defolate  province  by  the  interceliion  of  St.  Sabas85. 
III.  Procopius  has  not  condefcended  to  explain  the  fyftem  of  tax- 
ation, which  fell  like  a  hail-ftorm  upon  the  land,  like  a  devouring 
peftilence  on  its  inhabitants  :  but  we  mould  become  the  accomplices 
of  his  malignity,  if  we  imputed  to  Juftinian  alone  the  ancient  though 

*5  One  to  Scythopolis,  capital  of  the  fe-  duces  this  faft  from  a  MS.  life  of  St.  Sabas, 
cond  Paleftine,  and  twelve  for  the  reft  of  the  by  his  difciple  Cyril,  in  the  Vatican  library, 
province.     Aleman  (p.  59.)  honeftly  pro-    and  fince  publiflisd  by  Cotelerius. 

3  rigorous 
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rigorous  principle,  that  a  whole  diftrict  mould  be  condemned  to  C  H 

fuftain  the  partial  lofs  of  the  perfons  or  property  of  individuals.  \  

The  Anonciy  or  fupply  of  corn  for  the  ufe  of  the  army  and  capital,  Taxes 
was  a  grievous  and  arbitrary  exaction,  which  exceeded,  perhaps  in 
a  tenfold  proportion,  the  ability  of  the  farmer  ;   and  his  diftrels 
was  aggravated  by  the  partial  injuftice  of  weights  and  meafures,  and 
the  expence  and  labour  of  diftant  carriage.    In  a  time  of  fcarcity, 
an  extraordinary  requifition  was  made  to  the  adjacent  provinces  of 
Thrace,  Bithynia,  and  Phrygia  :  but  the  proprietors,  after  a  vveari- 
fome  journey  and  a  perilous  navigation,  received  fo  inadequate  a 
eompenfation,  that  they  would  have  chofen  the  alternative  of  deli- 
vering both  the  corn  and  price  at  the  doors  of  their  granaries. 
Thefe  precautions  might  indicate  a  tender  folicitude  for  the  welfare 
of  the  capital ;  yet  Constantinople  did  not  efcape  the  rapacious 
defpotifm  of  Juftinian.    Till  his  reign,  the  ftreights  of  the  Bofphorus 
and  Hellefpont  were  open  to  the  freedom  of  trade,  and  nothing  was 
prohibited  except  the  exportation  of  arms  for  the  fervice  of  the  Bar- 
barians.   At  each  of  thefe  gates  of  the  city,  a  praetor  was  ftationed, 
the  minifter  of  Imperial  avarice  ;  heavy  cuftoms  were  impoled  on  the 
vefTels  and  their  merchandize ;  the  oppreffion  was  retaliated  on  the 
helplefs  confumer :  the  poor  were  afflicted  by  the  artificial  fcarcity, 
and  exorbitant  price  of  the  market;  and  a  people,  accuftomed  to 
depend  on  the  liberality  of  their  prince,  might  fometimes  complain 
of  the  deficiency  of  water  and  bread S6.    The  aerial  tribute,  without 
a  name,  a  law,  or  a  definite  object,  was  an  annual  gift  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  which  the  emperor  accepted 
from  his  Praetorian  prefect ;  and  the  means  of  payment  were  aban- 
doned to  the  difcretion  of  that  powerful  magistrate.    IV.  Even  fuch  Monop 
a  tax  was  lefs  intolerable  than  the  privilege  of  monopolies,  which 

86  John  Malala  (tom.ii.  p.  232.)  mentions    the  leaden  pipes,  which  Juftinian  or  his  fer- 
tile want  of  bread,  and  Zonaras  (1.  xiv.  p.  63.)    vants  ftole  from  the  aqueducts. 

M  2  checked 
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CHAP,  checked  the  fair  competition  of  induftry,  and,  for  the  fake  of  a  fmall 
v_  _  -       and  difhoneft  gain,  impofed  an  arbitrary  burthen  on  the  wants  and 
luxury  of  the  fubject.    "  As  foon.  (I  tranfcribe  the  anecdotes)  as 
"  the  exclufive  fale  of  filk  was  ufurped  by  the  Imperial  treafurer, 
"  a  whole  people,  the  manufacturers  of  Tyre  and  Berytus,  was  re- 
"  duced  to  extreme  mifery,  and  either  perifhed  with  hunger,  or  fled 
"  to  the  hoftile  dominions  of  Perfia."    A  province  might  fuffer  by 
the  decay  of  its  manufactures,  but  in  this  example  of  filk,  Procopius 
has  partially  overlooked  the  ineftimable  and  lafting  benefit  which 
the  empire  received  from  the  curiofity  of  Juftinian.    His  addition 
of  one-feventh  to  the  ordinary  pi  ice  of  copper-money  may  be  in- 
terpreted with  the  fame  candour  ;  and  the  alteration,  which  might 
be  wife,  appears  to  have  been  innocent  ;  fince  he  neither  allayed 
the  purity,  nor  enhanced  the  value,  of  the  gold  coin87,  the  legal 
Venality.      meafure  of  public  and  private  payments.    V.  The  ample  jurifdiction 
required  by  the  farmers  of  the  revenue  to  accomplish  their  engage- 
ments, might  be  placed  in  an  odious  light,  as  if  they  had  purchafed 
from  the  emperor  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
And  a  more  direct  fale  of  honours  and  offices  was  tranfacted  in  the 
palace,  with  the  permiffion,  or  at  lead  with  the  connivance,  of  Jufti- 
nian and  Theodora.    The  claims  of  merit,  even  thofe  of  favour, 
were  difregraded,  and  it  was  almoft  reafonable  to  expect,  that  the 
bold  adventurer  who  had  undertaken   the  trade  of  a  magiftrate 
mould  find  a  rich  compenfation  for  infamy,  labour,  danger,  the  debts 
which  he  had  contracted,  and  the  heavy  intereft  which  he  paid. 
A  fenfe  of  the  difgrace  and  mifchief  of  this  venal  practice,  at  length 
awakened  the  Numbering  virtue  of  Juftinian  j  and  he  attempted,  by 

*7  For  an  aureus,  one-fixth  of  an  ounce  of  money.  In  England,  twelve  pence  in  cop. 
gold,  infteau  of  210,  he  gave  r,o  more  than  per  would  fell  for  no  more  than  /even  pence 
180  folles,  or  ounces,  of  copper.  A  difpro-  (Smith's  Inquiry  into  the  Wealth  of  Nations, 
portion  of  the  mint,  below  the  market  price,  vol.  i.  p.  49.)-  For  Juftinian's  gold  coin,  fee 
mull  have  foon  produced  a  fcaicity  of  fmall    Evagrius  (1.  iv.  c.  30.). 

the 
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the  fanction  of  oaths  "8  and  penalties,  to  guard  the  integrity  of  his  G  P« 
government  :  but  at  the  end  of  a  year  of  perjury,  his  rigorous  edict  >_  ■ _/ 
was  fufpenJed,  and  corruption  licentioufly  abufed  her  triumph  over 
the  impotence  of  the  laws.  VI.  The  teftament  of  Eulalius,  count  Teftaments. 
of  the  domeftics,  declared  the  emperor  his  fole  heir,  on  condition, 
however,  that  he  mould  difcharge  his  debts  and  legacies,  allow  to  his 
three  daughters  a  decent  maintenance,  and  bellow  each  of  them  in 
marriage,  with  a  portion  of  ten  pounds  of  gold.  But  the  fplendid 
fortune  of  Eulalius  had  been  confumed  by  fire  ;  and  the  inventory 
of  his  goods  did  not  exceed  the  trifling  fum  of  five  hundred  and 
fixty-four  pieces  of  gold.  A  fimilar  inftance,  in  Grecian  hiftorv, 
admonifhed  the  emperor  of  the  honourable  part  prefcribed  for  his 
imitation.  He  checked  the  felfifh.  murmurs  of  the  treafury,  ap- 
plauded the  confidence  of  his  friend,  difcharged  the  legacies  and 
debts,  educated  the  three  virgins  under  the  eye  of  the  emprefs  Theo- 
dora, and  doubled  the  marriage  portion  which  had  fatisfied  the  ten- 
dernefs  of  their  father89.  The  humanity  of  a  prince  (for  princes 
cannot  be  generous)  is  entitled  to  fome  praife  ;  yet  even  in  this  act 
of  virtue  we  may  difcover  the  inveterate  cuftom  of  fupplanting  the 
legal  or  natural  heirs,  which  Procopius  imputes  to  the  reign  of  Jufti- 
nian.  His  charge  is  fupported  by  eminent  names  and  fcandalous 
examples;  neither  widows  nor  orphans  were  fpared  ;  and  the  art 
of  foliating  or  extorting  or  fuppoiing  teftaments,  was  beneficially 
praclifed  by  the  agents  of  the  palace.  This  bafe  and  mifchievous 
tyranny  invades  the  lecurity  of  private  life  ;  and  the  monarch  who 
has  indulged  an  appetite  for  gain  will  foon  be  tempted  to  antici- 

88  The  oath  is  conceived  in  the  moft  for-       *'J -A  fimilar  or  more  generous  zti  of  friend- 

midable  words  (Novell,  viii.  tit.  3.).    The  {hip  is  related  by  Lucian  of  Eudamidas  of 

defaulters  imprecate  on  themfelves,  quicquid  Corinth    (in  Toxare,   c.  22,  23.    torn.  ii. 

habent  telorum  armamentaria  cceii :  the  part  p.  530.),  and  the  Hory  has  produced  an  in- 

of  Judas,  the  leprofy  of  Giezi,  the  tremor  genions,    though  feeble,  comedy  of  Fon- 

Cain,  &c.  beudes  all  temporal  pains,  tenelle. 

2  pate 
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C  H  A  P.  pa^c  t]ie  moment  of  fucceflion,  to  interpret  wealth  as  an  evidence  of 

«  „  '  guilt,  and  to  proceed,  from  the  claim  of  inheritance,  to  the  power 

of  conlifcation.  VII.  Among  the  forms  of  rapine,  a  philofopher 
may  be  permitted  to  name  the  converfion  of  Pagan  or  heretical 
riches  to  the  ufe  of  the  faithful  ;  but  in  the  time  of  Juftinian,  this 
holy  plunder  was  condemned  by  the  fectaries  alone,  who  became 
the  victims  of  his  orthodox  avarice90. 
Themlnifters  Difhonour  might  be  ultimately  reflected  on  the  character  of  Juf- 
of  Juftinian.  .        much  Gf  tjie  guilt,  and  ftill  more  of  the  profit,  was  in- 

tercepted by  the  minifters,  who  were  feldom  promoted  for  their 
virtues,  and  not  always  feleeted  for  their  talents9'.  The  merits  of 
Tribonian  the  quseftor  will  hereafter  be  weighed  in  the  reformation 
of  the  Roman  law ;  but  the  ceconomy  of  the  Eaft  was  fubordinate 
to  the  Praetorian  prsefect,  and  Procopius  has  juftified  his  anecdotes 
by  the  portrait  v/hich  he  expofes  in  his  public  hiftory,  of  the  noto- 
jolinofCap-  rious  vices  of  John  of  Cappadocia  9\  His  knowledge  was  not  bor- 
padoaa.  rowed  from  the  fchools93,  and  his  ftyle  was  fcarcely  legible;  but  he 
excelled  in  the  powers  of  native  genius,  to  fuggeft  the  wifeft  coun- 
fels,  and  to  find  expedients  in  the  moft  defperate  fituations.  The 
corruption  of  his  heart  was  equal  to  the  vigour  of  his  underftand- 
ing.  Although  he  was  fufpected  of  magic  and  Pagan  fuperftition, 
he  appeared  infenfible  to  the  fear  of  God  or  the  reproaches  of  man ; 
and  his  afpiring  fortune  was  raifed  on  the  death  of  thoufands,  the  po- 
verty of  millions,  the  ruin  of  cities,  and  the  defolation  of  provinces. 

s°  John  Malala,  torn.  ii.  p.  101,  102, 103.  Cappadocia  in  Procopius  (Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  24, 

**  One  of  thefe,  Anatolius,  perilhed  in  an  25.  1.  ii.  c.  30.    Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  13.  Anec- 

earthquake  — doubtlefs  a  judgment!  Thecom-  dot.  c.  2.  17.22.).    The  agreement  of  the 

plaints  and  clamours  of  the  people  in  Aga-  hiftory  and  anecdotes  is  a  mortal  wound  to 

thias  (1.  v.  p.  146,  147-)  are  almoft  an  echo  the  reputation  of  the  praefedt. 

of  the  anecdote.    The  aliena  pecunia  red-  53  Oy  yap  «Mo  ovhv  t;  ^a^a-nra?  fonuv  epxQir 

denda  of  Corippus  (1.  ii.  381,  &c.)  is  not  vn  (w  ypccxuaTx,  x.cu  rccvrx  xmlx  xxxu<;  ypa^ca — 

very  honourable  to  Juftinian's  memory.  a  forcible  expreflion. 
SI  See  the  hiftory  and  character  of  John  of 

From 
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From  the  dawn  of  light  to  the  moment  of  dinner,  he  affiduonfly  c  H  A  p« 
laboured  to  enrich  his  mafter  and  himfelf  at  the  expence  of  the  -  -.— .-^ 
Roman  world  ;  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  fpent  in  fenfual  and 
obfcene  pleafures,  and  the  filent  hours  of  the  night  were  interrupted 
by  the  perpetual  dread  of  the  juftice  of  an  aflaflin.  His  abilities, 
perhaps  his  vices,  recommended  him  to  the  lafting  friendfhip  of  Juf- 
tinian :  the  emperor  yielded  with  reluctance  to  the  fury  of  the 
people ;  his  viccoiy  dlfpkry^d  by  the  immediate  reftoration  of 
their  enemy  ;  and  they  felt  above  ten  years,  under  his  oppreffive 
adminiftration,  that  he  was  ftimulated  by  revenge,  rather  than  in- 
ftructed  by  misfortune.  Their  murmurs  ferved  only  to  fortify  the 
refolution  of  Juftinian  ;  but  the  prefect,  in  the  infolence  of  favour, 
provoked  the  refentment  of  Theodora,  difdained  a  power  before 
which  every  knee  was  bent,  and  attempted  to  fow  the  feeds  of  dif- 
cord  between  the  emperor  and  his  beloved  conforr.  Even  Theodora 
herfelf  was  conftrained  to  diflemble,  to  wait  a  favourable  moment, 
and  by  an  artful  confpiracy  to  render  John  of  Cappadocia  the  ac- 
complice of  his  own  deftruction.  At  a  time  when  Belifarius,  un- 
lefs  he  had  been  a  hero,  muft  have  fhewn  himfelf  a  rebel,  his  wife 
Antonina,  who  enjoyed  the  fecret  confidence  of  the  emprefs,  com- 
municated his  feigned  difcontent  to  Euphemia  the  daughter  of  the 
prxfect ;  the  credulous  virgin  imparted  to  her  father  the  dangerous 
project,  and  John,  who  might  have  known  the  value  of  oaths  and 
promifes,  was  tempted  to  accept  a  nocturnal,  and  almoft  treafonable, 
interview  with  the  wife  of  Belifarius.  An  ambufcade  of  guards  and 
eunuchs  had  been  ported  by  the  command  of  Theodora;  they  ruihed 
with  drawn  fwords  to  feize  or  to  punifh  the  guilty  minifter  :  he  was 
faved  by  the  fidelity  of  his  attendants ;  but  inftead  of  appealing  to  a 
gracious  fovereign,  who  had  privately  warned  him  of  his  danger, 
he  pufillanimoufly  fled  to  the  fanctuary  of  the  church.  The  fa- 
vourite of  Juftinian.  was  facrificed  to  conjugal  tendernefs  or  domeftic 

tranquil- 
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C  H  A  ?.  tranquillity;  the  converfion  of  a  prefect  into  a  prieft  extinguiflied 
XL.  ... 

c  . his  ambitious  hopes ;  but  the  friendmip  of  the  emperor  alleviated 

his  difgrace,  and  he  retained  in  the  mild  exile  of  Cyzicus  an  ample 
portion  of  his  riches.  Such  imperfect  revenge  could  not  fatisfy  the 
unrelenting  hatred  of  Theodora  ;  the  murder  of  his  old  enemy,  the 
bilhop  of  Cyzicus,  affo)  ded  a  decent  pretence  ;  and  John  of  Cappa- 
docia,  whofe  actions  ha4  deferved  a  thoufand  deaths,  was  at  laft 
condemned  for  a  crime  of  which  he  was  innocent.  A  great  minifter, 
who  had  been  inverted  with  the  honours  of  conful  and  patrician,  was 
ignominioully  fcourged  like  the  vileft  of  malefactors;  a  tattered  cloak 
was  the  folc  remnant  of  his  fortunes  ;  he  was  tranfported  in  a  bark 
to  the  place  of  his  baniihment  at  Antinopolis  in  Upper  Egypt,  and 
the  prefect  of  the  Eaft  begged  his  bread  through  the  chics  which 
had  trembled  at  his  name.  During  an  exile  of  feven  years,  his  life 
was  protracted  and  threatened  by  the  ingenious  cruelty  of  Theo- 
dora ;  and  when  her  death  permitted  the  emperor  to  recal  a  fer- 
vant  whom  he  had  abandoned  with  regret,  the  ambition  of  John  of 
Cappadocia  was  reduced  to  the  humble  duties  of  the  facerdotal  pro- 
feffion.  His  fucceflbrs  convinced  the  fubjects  of  Juftinian,  that  the 
arts  of  oppreffion  might  ftill  be  improvecf  by  experience  and  in- 
duftry  ;  the  frauds  of  a  Syrian  banker  were  introduced  into  the 
adminiflration  of  the  finances  ;  and  the  example  of  the  prefect  was 
diligently  copied  by  the  quneftor,  the  public  and  private  treafurer, 
the  governors  of  provinces,  and  the  principal  magiftrates  of  the 
Eaftern  empire9*. 

His  edifices       V.  The  edifices  of  Juftinian  were  cemented  with  the  blood  and 
treafure  of  his  people  ;  but  thofe  (lately  ftructures  appeared  to  an- 


and  archi- 
tects. 


c+  The  chronology  of  Procopius  is  loofe  June  533 — baniihed  in  541 — and  recalled  be- 

and  obfcure ;  but  with  the  aid  of  Pagi  I  can  tween  June  548  and  Apiil  1,  549.  Aleman 

difcern  that  John  was  appointed  Praetorian  (p.  96,  97.)  gives  the  lift  of  his  ten  fuccef- 

praefedl  of  the  Eaft  in  the  year  530  ;  that  he  fors — a  rapid  feries  in  a  part  of  a  /ingle 

was  removed  in  January  532  — reftored  before  reign. 
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nounce  the  profperity  of  the  empire,  and  actually  difplayed  the  CHAP. 

■  r        _  XL. 

fkill  of  their  architects.  Both  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  arts 
which  depend  on  mathematical  fcience  and  mechanical  power  were 
cultivated  under  the  patronage  of  the  emperors  ;  the  fame  of  Archi- 
medes was  rivalled  by  Proclus  and  Anthemius  ;  and  if  their  miracles 
had  been  related  by  intelligent  fpectators,  they  might  now  enlarge 
the  fpeculations,  inftead  of  exciting  the  diftruft,  of  philofophers.  A 
tradition  has  prevailed,  that  the  Roman  fleet  was  reduced  to  afhes 
in  the  port  of  Syracufe  by  the  burning-glaffes  of  Archimedes95;  and 
it  is  afferted,  that  a  fimilar  expedient  was  employed  by  Proclus  to 
deftroy  the  Gothic  velfels  in  the  harbour  of  Conftantinople,  and  to 
protect  his  benefactor  Anaftafius  againft  the  bold  enterprize  of  Vi- 
talian 95.  A  machine  was  fixed  on  the  walls  of  the  city,  confiding 
of  an  hexagon  mirror  of  polifhed  brafs,  with  many  fmaller  and 
moveable  polygons  to  receive  and  reflect  the  rays  of  the  meridian 
fun  j  and  a  confuming  flame  was  darted  to  the  diftance,  perhaps,  of 
two  hundred  feet97.  The  truth  of  thefe  two  extraordinary  facts  is 
invalidated  by  the  filence  of  the  moft  authentic  hiftorians  ;  and  the 
ufe  of  burning-glaffes  was  never  adopted  in  the  attack  or  defence  of 
places98.    Yet  the  admirable  experiments  of  a  French  philofopher" 

have 

95  This  conflagration  is  hinted  by  Lucian  burning-glafles,  which  he  had  read,  perhaps 
(in  Hippia,  c.  2.)  and  Galen  (1.  iii.  de  Tem-  with  no  learned  eyes,  in  a  mathematical  trea- 
peramentis,  torn.  i.  p.  81.  edit.  Bafil.)  in  the  tife  of  Anthemius.  That  treatife,  weft  Tra-x- 
fecondcentury.  A  thoufand  years  afterwards,  it  J0|ay  patxpjvipxrm,  has  been  lately  publifhed, 
ispofitivelyaffirmedbyZonaras(l.ix.p.4Z4.),  tranflated,  and  illultrated  by  M.  Dupuys,  a 
on  the  faith  of  Dion  Caffius,  by  Tzetzes  fcholar  and  a  mathematician  (Memoires  de 
(Chiliad  ii.  119,  Sec),  Euflathius  (ad  Iliad  l'Academie  des  Infcriptions,  torn.  xlii.  p.  392 
E.  p.  338.),  and  the  fcholiaft  of  Lucian.  See    — 451.)- 

Fubricius  (Bibliot.  Grace.  I.  iii.  c.  22.  tom.  ii.  9i  In  the  fiege  of  Syracufe,  by  the  filence 
p.  55 1 ,  552.),  to  whom  I  am  more  or  lefs  in-  of  Poly bi us,  Plutarch,  Livy  ;  in  the  fiege  of 
debted  for  feveral  of  thefe  quotation?.  Conftantinople,  by  that  of  Marcellinus  and 

96  Zonaras  (1.  xiv.  p.  5^.)  affirms  the  facl,    all  the  contemporaries  of  the  vith  century, 
without  quoting  any  evidence.  99  Without   any  previous  knowledge  of 

97  Tzetzes  defcribes  the  artifice  of  thefe    Tzetzes  or  Anthemius,  the  immortal  BufFon 
Vol.  IV..  N  ,  imagined 
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have  demonltrated  the  poflibility  of  fuch  a  mirror ;  and,  fmce  it  ia 
poflible,  I  am  more  difpofed  to  attribute  the  art  to  the  greateft  ma- 
thematicians of  antiquity,  than  to  give  the  merit  of  the  fiction  to 
the  idle  fancy  of  a  monk  or  a  fophift.  According  to  another  ftory, 
Proclus  applied  fulphur  to  the  deftruction  of  the  Gothic  fleet100;  in 
a  modern  imagination,  the  name  of  fulphur  is  inftantly  connected 
with  the  fufpicion  of  gun-powder,  and  that  fufpicion  is  propagated 
by  the  fecret  arts  of  .his  difciple  Anthemius 'I0,.  A  citizen  of  Tralles 
in  Afia  had  five  fons,  who  were  all  diftinguifhed  in  their  refpective 
profeflions  by  merit  and  fuccefs.  Olyropius  excelled  in  the  know- 
ledge and  practice  of  the  Roman  jurifprudence.  Diofcorus  and 
Alexander  became  learned  phyficians ;  but  the  Ikill  of  the  former 
was  exercifed  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-citizens,  while  his  more 
ambitious  brother  acquired  wealth  and  reputation  at  Rome.  The 
fame  of  Metrodorus  the  grammarian,  and  of  Anthemius  the  ma- 
thematician and  architect,  reached  the  ears  of  the  emperor  Juftinian, 
who  invited  them  to  Constantinople ;  and  while  the  one  inftruded 
the  rifmg  generation  in  the  fchools  of  eloquence,  the  other  filled 
the  capital  and  provinces  with  more  lading  monuments  of  his  art. 
In  a  trifling  difpute  relative  to  the  walls  or  windows  of  their  conti- 
guous houfes,  he  had  been  vanquifhed  by  the  eloquence  of  his 
neighbour  Zeno ;  but  the  orator  was  defeated  in  his  turn  by  the 
mafter  of  mechanics,  whofe  malicious,  though  harmlefs  ftratagems, 
are  darkly  reprefented  by  the  ignorance  of  Agathias.    In  a  lower 

imagined  and  executed  a  fet  of  burning-       100  John  Malala  (torn.  ii.  p.  120—124.) 

glafies,  with  which  he  could  inflame  planks  relates  the  fad;  but  he  feems  to  confound 

at  the  diftance  of  200  feet  (Supplement  a  the  names  or  perfons  of  Proclus  and  Mari- 

l'Hift.  Naturelle,  torn.  i.  p.  399 — 483.  quarto  nus. 

edition).    What  miracles  would  not  his  ge-       101  Agathias,  1.  v.  p.  149 — 152.  The 

riius  have  performed  for  the  public  fervice,  merit  of  Anthemius  as  an  architect  is  loudly 

with  royal  expence,  and  in  the  ftrong  fun  of  praifed  by  Procopius  (de  Edif.  1.  i.  c.  1.)  and 

Conftantinople  or  Syracufe?  Paulus  Silentiarius  (part  i.  134,  Sec). 


12 


room, 
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room,  Anthemius  arranged  feveral  veflels  or  cauldrons  of  water,  c  HAP. 

each  of  them  covered  by  the  wide  bottom  of  a  leathern  tube,  which  <  „•  •  s 

rofe  to  a  narrow  top,  and  was  artificially  conveyed  among  the  joifts 
and  rafters  of  the  adjacent  building.  A  fire  was  kindled  beneath 
the  cauldron ;  the  fleam  of  the  boiling  water  afcended  through  the 
tubes ;  the  houfe  was  fhaken  by  the  efforts  of  imprifoned  air,  and 
its  trembling  inhabitants  might  wonder  that  the  city  was  unconfcious 
of  the  earthquake  which  they  had  felt.  At  another  time,  the  friends 
of  Zeno,  as  they  fat  at  table,  were  dazzled  by  the  intolerable  light 
which  flafhed  in  their  eyes  from  the  reflecting  minors  of  Anthe- 
mius :  they  were  aftonifhed  by  the  nolfe  which  he  produced  from 
the  collifion  of  certain  minute  and  fonorous  particles ;  and  the  orator 
declared  in  tragic  ftyle  to  the  fenate,  that  a  mere  mortal  muft  yield 
to  the  power  of  an  antagonift,  who  fhook  the  earth  with  the  trident 
of  Neptune,  and  imitated  the  thunder  and  lightning  of  Jove  him- 
felf.  The  genius  of  Anthemius  and  his  colleague  Ifidore  the  Mile- 
Ban,  was  excited  and  employed  by  a  prince,  whofe  tafte  for  archi- 
tecture had  degenerated  into  a  mifchievous  and  coftly  paffion.  His 
favourite  architects  fubmitted  their  defigns  and  difficulties  to  Jufti- 
nian,  and  difcreetly  confeffed  how  much  their  laborious  meditations 
were  furpaffed  by  the  intuitive  knowledge  or  celeftial  infpiration  of 
an  emperor,  whofe  views  were  always  directed  to  the  benefit  of 
his  people,  the  glory  of  his  reign,  and  the  falvation  of  his  foul  ,0\ 

The  principal  church,  which  was  -dedicated  by  the  founder  of  Foundation 
Conftantinople  to  faint  Sophia,  or  the  eternal  wifdom,  had  been  ofSc.Vophi^ 
twice  deftroyed  by  fire ;  after  the  exile  of  John  Chryfoftom,  and 
during  the  Nika  of  the  blue  and  green  factions.    No  fooner  did  the 

101  See  Procopius  (de  Edificiis,  L  i.  c.  i,  2.  dation  at  Dara.  A  ftcne-quarry  near  Jeru- 
J.  ii.  c.  3.).  He  relates  a  coincidence  of  falem  was  revealed  to  theemperor  (1.  v.  c.  6.) : 
dreams,  which  fuppofes  fome  fraud  in  Jufti-  an  angel  was  tricked  into  the  perpetual  cul- 
nian  or  his  architect.  They  both  faw,  in  a  tody  of  St.  Sophia  (Anonym,  de  Antiq.  C.  P. 
vifioDj  the  fame  plan  for  flopping  an  inun-  ,1.  iv.  p.  70.). 

N  2  tumult 
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C  HAP.  tumult  fubfide,  than  the  Chriftian  populace  deplored  their  facrilegious 

-v  '  rafhnefs  ;  but  they  might  have  rejoiced  in  the  calamity,  had  they 

forefeen  the  glory  of  the  new  temple,  which  at  the  end  of  forty 
days  was  flrenuoufly  undertaken  by  the  piety  of  Juftinian103.  The 
ruins  were  cleared  away,  a  more  fpacious  plan  was  defcribed,  and 
as  it  required  the  confent  of  fome  proprietors  of  ground,  they  ob- 
tained the  mod  exorbitant  terms  from  the  eager  defires  and  timorous 
confcience  of  the  monarch.  Anthemius  formed  the  defign,  and 
his  genius  directed  the  hands  of  ten  thoufand  workmen,  whofe  pay- 
ment in  pieces  of  fine  filver  was  never  delayed  beyond  the  evening. 
The  emperor  himfelf,  clad  in  a  linen  tunic,  furveyed  each  day 
their  rapid  prcgrefs,  and  encouraged  their  diligence  by  his  famili- 
arity, his  zeal,  and  his  rewards.  The  new  cathedral  of  St.  Sophia 
was  confecrated  by  the  patriarch,  five  years,  eleven  months,  and  ten 
days  from  the  firft  foundation ;  and  in  the  midft  of  the  folemn 
feftival,  Juftinian  exclaimed  with  devout  vanity,  "  Glory  be  to  God, 
who  hath  thought  me  worthy  to  accompliih  fo  great  a  work  ;  I 
have  vanquifhed  thee,  O  Solomon104!"  But  the  pride  of  the  Roman 
Solomon,  before  twenty  years  had  elapfed,  was  humbled  by  an 

103  Among  the  crowd  of  ancients  and  mo-  164.  Paris,  1680.  in  4to)  :  he  has  given 
derns  who  have  celebrated  the  edifice  of  St.  So-  plans,  profpe&s,  and  infide-views  of  St.  So- 
phia, I  (hall  diftinguifh  and  follow,  1.  Four  phia ;  and  his  plans,  though  on  a  fmaller 
original  fpeSators  and  hiftorians :  Procopius  fcale,  appear  more  correft  than  thofe  of 
(de  Edific.  1.  i.  c.  1.),  Agathias  (1.  v.  p.  152,  Ducange.  I  have  adopted  and  reduced  the 
15  3.). Paul  Silentiarius  (in  a  poem  of  1026  hex-  meafures  of  Grelot :  but  as  no  Chriftian  can 
ameters.ad  calcem  Annae  Comnen.  Alexiad. ),  now  afcend  the  dome,  the  height  is  borrow- 
and  Evagrius  (1.  iv.  c.  3 1.).  2.  Two  legend-  ed  from  Evagrius,  compared  with  Gyllius, 
ary  Greeks  of  a  later  period  :  George  Codinus  Greaves,  and  the  Oriental  Geographer, 
(de  Origin.  C.  P.  p.  64—74.),  and  the  ano-  ,0*  Solomon's  temple  was  furrounded  with 
nymous  writer  of  Banduri  (Imp.  Orient,  courts,  porticos,  &c.  ;  but  the  proper  ftruflu're 
torn.  i.  1.  iv.  p.  65 — 80.).  3.  The  great  of  the  houfe  of  Gcd  was  no  more  (if  we  take 
Byzantine  antiquarian,  Ducange  (Comment,  the  Egyptian  or  Hebrew  cubit  at  22  inches) 
ad  Paul  Silentiar.  p.  525—598.  and  C.  P.  than  55  feet  in  height,  36!  in  breadth,  and 
Chrift.  1.  iii.  p.  5  —  78).  4.  Two  French  110  in  length — a  fmall  pariih  church,  fays 
travellers — the  one,  Peter  Gyllius  (de  Topo-  Prideaux  (Connection,  vol.  i.  p.  144.  folio) ; 
graph.  CP.  1.  ii.  c.  3,  4.)  in  the  xvith  ;  -but  few  fandtuaries  could  be  valued  at  four 
the  other,  Grelot  (Voyage  de  C.  P.  p.  95 —  or  five  millions  fterling! 

earth- 
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earthquake,  which  overthrew  the  eaftern  part  of  the  dome.  Its 
fplendour  was  again  reftored  by  the  perfeverance  of  the  fame  prince ; 
and  in  the  thirty-lixth  year  of  his  reign,  Juftinian  celebrated  the 
fecond  dedication  of  a  temple,  which  remains,  after  twelve  centuries, 
a  (lately  monument  of  his  fame.  The  architecture  of  St.  Sophia, 
which  is  now  converted  into  the  principal  mofch,  has  been  imitated 
by  the  Turkifh  fultans,  and  that  venerable  pile  continues  to  excite 
the  fond  admiration  of  the  Greeks,  and  the  more  rational  curiofity 
of  European  travellers.  The  eye  of  the  fpectator  is  difappointed  Deftrip 
by  an  irregular  profpect  of  half-domes  and  (helving  roofs  :  the 
weftern  front,  the  principal  approach,  is  defiitute  of  fnnplicity  and 
magnificence ;  and  the  fcale  of  dimenfions  has  been  much  furpafTed 
by  feveral  of  the  Latin  cathedrals.  But  the^architect  who  firft  erect- 
ed an  aerial  cupola,  is  entitled  to  the  praife  of  bold  defign  and  fkilful 
execution.  The  dome  of  St.  Sophia,  illuminated  by  four  and  twenty 
windows,  is  formed  with  fo  fmall  a  curve,  that  the  depth  is  equal 
only  to  one-fixth  of  its  diameter ;  the  meafure  of  that  diameter  is 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  feet,  and  the  lofty  center,  where  a  crefcent 
has  fupplanted  the  crofs,  rifes  to  the  perpendicular  height  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty  feet  above  the  pavement.  The  circle  which 
encompafTes  the  dome,  lightly  repofes  on  four  ftrong  arches,  and  their 
weight  is  firmly  fupported  by  four  mafTy  piles,  whofe  ftrength  is 
affifted  on  the  northern  and  fouthern  fides  by  four  columns  of  Egvp- 
tian  granite.  A  Greek  crofs,  inferibed  in  a  quadrangle,  reprefents  the 
form  of  the  edifice  ;  the  exact  breadth  is  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
feet,  and  two  hundred  and  fixty-nine  may  be  affigned  for  the  ex- 
treme length  from  the  fanctuary  in  the  eaft  to  the  nine  weftern 
doors  which  open  into  the  veftibule,  and  from  thence  into  the  nar- 
thcx  or  exterior  portico.  That  portico  was  the  humble  {ration  of 
the  penitents.  The  nave  or  body  of  the  church  was  filled  by  the 
congregation  of  the  faithful ;  but  the  two  fexes  were  prudently  dif- 
10  .  tinguifhctl, 
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CHAP,  tlnguifhed,  and  the  upper  and  lower  galleries  were  allotted  for  the 
<     „      '  more  private  devotion  of  the  women.    Beyond  the  northern  and 
fouthern  piles,  a  baluftrade,  terminated  on  either  fide  by  the  thrones 
of  the  emperor  and  the  patriarch,  divided  the  nave  from  the  choir ; 
and  the  fpace,  as  far  as  the  fteps  of  the  altar,  was  occupied  by  the 
clergy  and  fingers.    The  altar  itfelf,  a  name  which  infenfibly  be- 
came familiar  to  Chriftian  ears,  was  placed  in  the  eaftern  recefs,  ar- 
tificially built  in  the  form  of  a  demi-cylinder ;  and  this  fanctuary 
communicated  by  feveral  doors  with  the  facrifty,  the  veftry,  the 
baptiftery,  and  the  contiguous  buildings,  fubfervient  either  to  the 
pomp  of  worfhip,  or  the  private  ufe  of  the  ecclefiaftical  minifters. 
The  memory  of  paft  calamities  infpired  Juftinian  with  a  wife  refo- 
lution,  that  no  wood,  except  for  the  doors,  mould  be  admitted  into 
the  new  edifice ;  and  the  choice  of  the  materials  was  applied  to  the 
ftrength,  the  lightnefs,  or  the  fplendour  of  the  refpective  parts.  The 
folid  piles  which  fuftained  the  cupola  were  compofed  of  huge  blocks 
of  freeftone,  hewn  into  fquares  and  triangles,  fortified  by  circles  of 
iron,  and  firmly  cemented  by  the  infufion  of  lead  and  quicklime  : 
but  the  weight  of  the  cupola  was  diminifhed  by  the  levity  of  its 
fubftance,  which  confifts  either  of  pumice-ftone  that  floats  in  the 
water,  or  of  bricks  from  the  ifle  of  Rhodes,  five  times  lefs  ponderous 
than  the  ordinary  fort.    The  whole  frame  of  the  edifice  was  con- 
ftrucTied  of  brick  ;  but  thofe  bafe  materials  were  concealed  by  a  cruft 
of  marble  ;  and  the  infide  of  St.  Sophia,  the  cupola,  the  two  larger, 
and  the  fix  fmaller,  femi-domes,  the  walls,  the  hundred  columns, 
and  the  pavement,  delight  even  the  eyes  of  Barbarians,  with  a  rich 
Marbles.       and  variegated  picture.    A  poet ,cs,  who  beheld  the  primitive  luftre 

of 

105  Paul  Silentiarius,  in  dark  and  poetic  i.  The  Caryjlian — pale,  with  iron  veins, 
language,  defcribes  the  various  ftones  and  2.  The  Phrygian— of  two  forts,  both  of  a  rofy 
marbles  that  were  employed  in  the  edifice  of  hue  ;  the  one  with  a  white  made,  the  other 
St.  Sophia  (P.  ii.  p.  129.  133,  Sec,  Sec):    purple,  with  filver  flowers.    3.  The  Porphyry 
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of  St.  Sophia,  enumerates  the  colours,  the  (hades,  and  the  fpots  of  c  H  ^ 

ten  or  twelve  marbles,  jafpers,  and  porphyries,  which  nature  had  pro-  '  

fufely  diverfified,  and  which  were  blended  and  contrafted  as  it  were 
by  a  fkilful  painter.  The  triumph  of  Chrift  was  adorned  with  the 
laft  fpoils  of  Paganifm,  but  the  greater  part  of  thefe  coftly  Clones  was 
extracted  from  the  quarries  of  Afia  Minor,  the  ifles  and  continent 
of  Greece,  Egypt,  Africa,  and  Gaul.  Eight  columns  of  porphyry, 
which  Aurelian  had  placed  in  the  temple  of  the  fun,  were  offered 
by  the  piety  of  a  Roman  matron  ;  eight  others  of  green  marble 
were  prefented  by  the  ambitious  zeal  of  the  magiftrates  of  Ephefus  : 
both  are  admirable  by  their  fize  and  beauty,  but  every  order  of 
architecture  difclaims  their  fantaftic  capitals.  A  variety  of  orna- 
ments and  figures  was  curioufly  expreffed  in  mofaic;  and  the  images 
of  Chrift,  of  the  Virgin,  of  faints,  and  of  angels,  which  have  been 
defaced  by  Turkifh  fanaticifm,  were  dangeroufly  expofed  to  the 
fuperftition  of  the  Greeks.  According  to  the  fandtity  of  each  object, 
the  precious  metals  were  diftributed  in  thin  leaves  or  in  folid  mafles. 
The  baluftrade  of  the  choir,  the  capitals  of  the  pillars,  the  ornaments 
of  the  doors  and  galleries,  were  of  gilt  bronze ;  the  fpectator  was 
dazzled  by  the  glittering  afpecl:  of  the  cupola  ;  the  fan&uary  con- 
tained forty  thoufand  pound  weight  of  filver ;  and  the  holy  vafes 
and  veftments  of  the  altar  were  of  the  pureft  gold,  enriched  with  in- 
eftimable  gems.  Before  the  ftructure  of  the  church  had  arifen  two. 
cubits  above  the  ground,  forty-five  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds 
were  already  confumed  j  and  the  whole  expence  amounted  to  three  Riches» 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  :  each  reader,  according  to  the  mea- 
fure  of  his  belief,  may  eftimate  their  value  either  in  gold  or  filver  ; 

°f            with  fmall  ftars.     4.  The  green  or  faffron  hue.    8.  The  Celtic— black,  with 

marble  of  Laconia.     5.  The  Carian — from  white  veins.    9.  The  Bofpktric—- white,  with 

Mount  Iaffis,  with  oblique  veins,  white  and  black  edges.    Befides  the  Prcconnejian,  which 

red.  6.  TheLydian — pale, with  a  red  flower,  formed  the  pavement;  the  Thtjfalian,  Mo- 

7.  The  African,  or  Mauritanian—of  a  gold  hj/tan,  &c.  which  are  lefs  diftinftly  painted. 

but 
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but  the  fum  of  one  million  fterling  is  the  refult  of  the  loweft  com- 
putation.   A  magnificent  temple  is  a  laudable  monument  of  na- 
tional tafte  and  religion,  and  the  enthufiaft  who  entered  the  dome 
of  St.  Sophia,  might  be  tempted  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  the  refidence, 
or  even  the  workmanfhip  of  the  Deity.    Yet  how  dull  is  the  artifice, 
how  infignificant  is  the  labour,  if  it  be  compared  with  the  formation 
of  the  vileft  infect  that  crawls  upon  the  furface  of  the  temple  ! 
Cburchesnni      So  minute  a  defcription  of  an  edifice  which  time  has  refpected, 
may  attefi:  the  truth,  and  excufe  the  relation,  of  the  innumerable 
works,  both  in  the  capital  and  provinces,  which  Juftinian  conftructed 
on  a  fmaller  fcale  and  lefs  durable  foundations'06.    In  Conftantinople 
alone,  and  the  adjacent  fuburbs,  he  dedicated  twenty-five  churches 
to  the  honour  of  Chrift,  the  Virgin,  and  the  faints :  moft  of  thefe 
churches  were  decorated  with  marble  and  gold  ;  and  their  various 
fituation  was  fkilfully  chofen  in  a  populous  fquare,  or  a  pleafant 
grove  ;  on  the  margin  of  the  fea-fhore,  or  on  fome  lofty  eminence 
which  overlooked  the  continents  of  Europe  and  Afia.    The  church 
of  the  Holy  Apoftles  at  Conftantinople,  and  that  of  St.  John  at 
Ephefus,  appear  to  have  been  framed  on  the  fame  model :  their 
domes  afpired  to  imitate  the  cupolas  of. St.  Sophia;  but  the  altar 
was  more  judicioufly  placed  under  the  center  of  the  dome,  at  the 
junction  of  four  {lately  porticoes,  which  more  accurately  exprefled 
the  figure  of  the  Greek  crofs.     The  Virgin  of  Jerufalem  might 
exult  in  the  temple  erected  by  her  Imperial  votary  on  a  moft  un- 
grateful fpot,  which  afforded  neither  ground  nor  materials  to  the 
architect.    A  level  was  formed,  by  raifing  part  of  a  deep  valley  to 
the  height  of  the  mountain.    The  ftones  of  a  neighbouring  quarry 
were  hewn  into  regular  forms  ;  each  block  was  fixed  on  a  peculiar 

106  The  fix  books  of  the  Edifices  of  Pro-  fifth,  Afia  Minor  and  Paleftine;  the  fixfh, 
copius  are  thus  diftributed :  the  firft  is  con-  Egypt  and  Africa,  Italy  is  forgot  by  the 
fined  to  Conftantinople  ;  the  fecond  includes  emperor  or  the  hiitorian,  who  publilhed  this 
Mefopotamia  and  Syria  ;  the  third,  Armenia  workof  adulation  before  the  date  (A. D.  555.) 
and  the  Euxine;  the  fourth,  Europe;  the   of  its  final  conqudt. 

carriage 
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carnage  drawn  by  forty  of  the  ftrongeft  oxen,  and  the  roads  were 
widened  for  the  paffage  of  fuch  enormous  weights.    Lebanon  fur- 
nifhed  her  loftieft  cedars  for  the  timbers  of  the  church  ;  and  the 
feafonable  difcovery  of  a  vein  of  red  marble,  fupplied  its  beautiful 
columns,  two  of  which,  the  fupporters  of  the  exterior  portico,  were 
efteemed  the  largeft  in  the  world.    The  pious  munificence  of  the 
emperor  was  diffufed  over  the  Holy  Land  ;  and  if  reafon  mould 
condemn  the  monafteries  of  both  fexes  which  were  built  or  reftored 
by  Juftinian,  yet  charity  muft  applaud  the  wells  which  he  funk,  and 
the  hofpitals  which  he  founded,  for  the  relief  of  the  weary  pilgrims. 
The  fchifmatical  temper  of  Egypt  was  ill-entitled  to  the  royal 
bounty ;  but  in  Syria  and  Africa  fome  remedies  were  applied  to  the 
difafters  of  wars  and  earthquakes,  and  both  Carthage  and  Antioch, 
emerging  from  their  ruins,  might  revere  the  name  of  their  gracious 
benefactor  '°7.    Almoft  every  faint  in  the  calendar  acquired  the  ho- 
nours of  a  temple ;  almoft  every  city  of  the  empire  obtained  the 
folid  advantages  of  bridges,  hofpitals,  and  aqueducts ;  but  the  fevere 
liberality  of  the  monarch  difdained  to  indulge  his  fubjects  in  the 
popular  luxury  of  baths  and  theatres.    While  Juftinian  laboured  for 
the  public  fervice,  he  was  not  unmindful  of  his  own  dignity  and 
eafe.    The  Byzantine  palace,  which  had  been  damaged  by  the  con- 
flagration, was  reftored  with  new  magnificence  ;  and  fome  notion 
may  be  conceived  of  the  whole  edifice,  by  the  veftibule  or  hall, 
which,  from  the  doors  perhaps,  or  the  roof,  was  furnamed  cbalce, 
or  the  brazen.    The  dome  of  a  fpacious  quadrangle  was  fupported 
by  mafly  pillars  ;  the  pavement  and  walls  were  incrufted  with  many- 
coloured  marbles — the  emerald  green  of  Laconia,  the  fiery  red,  and 
the  white  Phrygian  ftone  interfered  With  veins  of  a  fea-green  hue : 
the  mofaic  paintings  of  the  dome  and  fides  reprefented  the  glories 


107  Juftinian  once  gave  forty-five  centena-  Antioch  after  the  earthquake  (John  Malala, 
ries  of  gold  (iSo.cco/.yl  for  the  repairs  of    torn.  ii.  p.  146 — H9-)- 

Vol.  IV.  O  of 
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C  H  A  P.  0f  the  African  and  Italian  triumphs.    On  the  Afiatic  fliore  of  the 
c  -v--  u   Propontis,  at  a  fmall  diftance  to  the  eaft  of  Chalcedon,  the  coltly 
palace  and  gardens  of  Herseum  103  were  prepared  for  the  fummer 
refidence  of  Juftinian,  and  more  efpecially  of  Theodora.    The  poets 
of  the  age  have  celebrated  the  rare  alliance  of  nature  and  art,  the 
harmony  of  the  nymphs  of  the  groves,  the  fountains,  and  the 
waves ;  yet  the  crowd  of  attendants  who  followed  the  court  com- 
plained of  their  inconvenient  lodgings  ,09,  and  the  nymphs  were  too 
often  alarmed  by  the  famous  Porphyrio,  a  whale  of  ten  cubits  in 
breadth,  and  thirty  in  length,  who  was  ftranded  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Sangaris,  after  he  had  infefted  more  than  half  a  century 
the  feas  of  Constantinople  "°. 
Fortification       The  fortifications  of  Europe  and  Afia  were  multiplied  by  Jufti- 
of  Europe.  .  ^uJ.  ^  repet:ition  of  thofe  timid  and  fruitlefs  precautions  ex- 

pofes  to  a  philofophic  eye  the  debility  of  the  empire  ",.  From  Bel- 
grade to  the  Euxine,  from  the  conflux  01  the  Save  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Danube,  a  chain  of  above  fourfcore  fortified  places  was  ex- 
tended along  the  banks  of  the  great  river.  Single  watch-towers  were 
changed  into  fpacious  citadels  ;  vacant  walls,  which  the  engineers 
contracted  or  enlarged  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground,  were 
filled  with  colonies  or  garrifons ;  a  ftrong  fortrefs  defended  the 

108  For  the  Herseum,  the  palace  of  Theo-  does  not  breed  whales.  Batan?e  q^oque  In 
dora,  fee  Gyllius  (de  Bofphoro  Thracio,  1.  iii.  noftra  maria  penetrant  (Plin.  Hift.  Natur. 
c.  xi.'),  Aleman  (Not.  ad  Anecdot.  p.  80,  ix.  2.).  Between  the  polar  circle  and  the 
81.  who  quotes  feveral  epigrams  of  the  tropic,  the  cetaceous  animals  of  the  ocean 
Anthology),  and  Ducange  (C.  P.  Chrift.  grow  to  the  length  of  50,  80,  or  100  feet 
1.  iv.  c.  13.  p.  175,  176.).  (Hift.  des  Voyages,  torn.  xv.  p.  289.  Pen- 

109  Compare,  in  the  Edifices  (1.  i.  c.  11.)  nam's  Britifh  Zoology,  vol.  iii.  p.  35.). 
and  in  the  Anecdotes  (c.  8.  15.),  the  differ-  .        Montefquieu  obferves  (torn.  iii.  p.  503. 
ent  ftyles  of  adulation  and  malevolence:  ftript  Confiderations  fur  la  Grandeur  et  la  Deca- 
of  the  paint,  or  cleanfed  from  the  dire,  the  dence  des  Romains,  c.  xx.)  that  Juflinian's 
objeft  appears  to  be  the  fame.  empire  was  like  France  in  the  time  of  the  Nor- 

113  Procopius,  1.  viii.  29.;  moft  probably  man  inroads— never  fo  weak  as  when  every 
a  ftranger  and  wanderer,  as  the  Mediterranean    village  was  fortified. 

ruins 
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ruins  of  Trajan's  bridge"1,  and  feveral  military  ftations  affected  to 
fpread  beyond  tbe  Danube  the  pride  of  the  Roman  name.  But  that 
name  was  diverted  of  its  terrors  ;  the  Barbarians,  in  their  annual  in- 
roads, palled,  and  conterhptuoufly  repafled,  before  thefe  ufelefs  bul- 
warks ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier,  inftead  of  repofing  under 
the  fhadow  of  the  general  defence,  were  compelled  to  guard,  with 
incerTant  vigilance,  their  feparate  habitations.  The  folitude  of  ancient 
cities  was  replenished  ;  the  new  foundations  of  Juftinian  acquired, 
perhaps  too  haftily,  the  epithets  of  impregnable  and  populous  ;  and 
the  aufpicious  place  of  his  own  nativity  attracted  the  grateful  reve- 
rence of  the  vaineft  of  princes.  Under  the  name  of  Jujliniana  prima y 
the  obfcure  village  of  Taurefium  became  the  feat  of  an  archbifhop 
and  a  prefect,  whofe  jurifdiction  extended  over  feven  warlike  pro- 
vinces of  Illyricum113 ;  and  the  corrupt  appellation  of  Giujlendil  Hill 
indicates,  about  twenty  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Sophia,  the  refidence  of 
a  Turkifh  fanjak"4.  For  the  ufe  of  the  emperor's  countrymen,  a 
cathedral,  a  palace,  and  an  aqueduct,  were  fpeedily  cenftructed  ;  the 
public  and  private  edifices  were  adapted  to  the  greatnefs  of  a  royal 
city;  and  the  ftrength  of  the  walls  refitted,  during  the  life-time  of 
Juftinian,  the  unfkilful  affaults  of  the  Huns  and  Sclavonians.  Their 
progrefs  was  fometimes  retarded,  and  their  hopes  of  rapine  were 
difappointed,  by  the  innumerable  caftles,  which  in  the  provinces  of 

1,2  Prccopius  afirms  (1.  iv.  c.  6.)  that  the  Ripenjis,  Dardania,  Prevail  tan  a,  the  fecond 

Danube  was  flopped  by  the  ruins  of  the  Mrcfia,  and  the  fecond  Macedonia.  See 

bridge.    Had  Apollodcrus,  the  architect,  left  Juftinian  (Novell,  xi.),  who  fpeaks  of  his 

a  defcription  of  his  own  work,  the  fabulous  caftles  beyond  the  Danube,  and  of  homines 

.  wonders  of  Dion  Cafiius  (1.  Ixviii.  p.  1129.)  fe.T.per  bellicis  fiidoribos  inhirentes. 
would  have  been  corrected  by  the  genuine       *'*  See  d'Anville •  (Memoires  de  l'Acade- 

piclure.    Trajan's  bridge  con  filled  of  twenty  tnie,  &c.  torn.  xxxi.  p.  2S9,  290.),  Rycaut 

cr  twenty-two  ftone  piles,  with  wooden  arches;  (Prefent  State  of  the  Turkilh  Empire,  p.  97)- 

the  river  is  fhallow,  the  current  gentle,  and  316.),  Marfigli  (St?.to  Miiitare  del  Imperio 

the  whole  interval  no  more  than  443  (Reimar  Ottomano,  p.  130.).     The  fanjak  of  Giuf- 

ad  Dion,  from  Marng'i)  or  515  ioi/es  (u'An-  ten dil  is  one  of  the  twenty  under  the  begler- 

ville  Geographie  Ancie'nnc,  torn.  i.  p.  305.).  beg  of  Rumeli.%  and  his  diftricl  maintains 

113  Of  the  two  Dacias,  Mtdittrranta  and  48  zaiws  and  5S3  timarioto. 

O  2,  -  Dacia, 
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C  H  .A  P.  Dacia,  Epirus,  Theffaly,  Macedonia,  and  Thrace,  appeared  to 
<..  —  w~  — y  cover  the  whole  face  of  the  country.  Six  hundred  of  thefe  fori  ;re 
built  or  repaired  by  the  emperor ;  but  it  feems  reafonable  to  believe, 
that  the  far  greater  part  coniifted  only  of  a  ftone  or  brick  tower,  in 
the  midft  of  a  fquare  or  circular  area,  which  was  furrounded  by  a 
wall  and  ditch,  and  afforded  in  a  moment  of  danger  fome  protection 
to  the  peafants  and  cattle  of  the  neighbouring  villages ,1S.  Yet  thefe 
military  works,  which  exhaufted  the  public  treafure,  could  not  re- 
move the  juft  apprehenfions  of  Juftinian  and  his  European  fubje&s. 
The  warm  baths  of  Anchialus  in  Thrace  were  rendered  as  fafe  a$ 
they  were  falutary  ;  but  the  rich  paftures  of  Theflalonica  were  fo- 
raged by  the  Scythian  cavalry  ;  the  delicious  vale  of  Tempe,  three 
hundred  miles  from  the  Danube,  was  continually  alarmed  by  the 
found  of  war 116 ;  and  no  unfortified  fpot,  however  diftant  or  foil— 
tary,  could  fecurely  enjoy  the  bleflings  of  peace.  The  ftreights  of 
Thermopylae,  which  feemed  to  protect,  but  which  had  fo  often  be- 
trayed, the  fafety  of  Greece,  were  diligently  ftrengthened  by  the  la- 
bours of  Juftinian.  From  the  edge  of  the  fea-fhore,  through  the 
forefts  and  vallies,  and  as  far  as  the  fummit  of  the  Theflalian 
mountains,  a  ftrong  wall  was  continued,  which  occupied  every 
practicable  entrance.  Inftead  of  an  hafty  crowd  of  peafants,  a  garri- 
lbn  of  two  thcufand  foldiers  was  ftationed  along  the  rampart ;  grana- 
ries of  corn,  and  refervoirs  of  water,  were  provided  for  their  ufe  ; . 
and  by  a  precaution  that  infpired  the  cowardice  which  it  forefaw, 
convenient  fortreffes  were  erected  for  their  retreat.  The  walls  of 
Corinth,  overthrown  by  an  earthquake,  and  the  mouldering  bul- 

115  Thefe  fortifications  may  be  compared  to  and  Olympus :  it  is  only  five  miles  long,  and  ■ 
the  cafUes  in  Mingrelia  (Charcin,  Voyages  in  feme  places  no  more  than  120  feet  in 
en  Perfe,  torn.  i.  p.  60.  131.) — a  natural  pic-  breadth.    Its  verdant  beauties  are  elegantly 
ture.  defcribed  by  Piiny  (Hift.  Natur.  1.  iv.  15.), 

116  The  valley  of  Tempe  is  ficuate  along  and  more  dift'ufely  by  MUza  j(Hift.  Var.  t.  iii.  . 
the  river  Peneus,  between  the  hills  cf  OfTa  c.  %.). 
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warks  of  Athens  and  Platsea,  were  carefully  reftored  ;  the  Barbarians  chap. 

XL* 

were  difcouraged  by  the  profpeft  of  fucceffive  and  painful  fieges  ;   v  v  » 

and  the  naked  cities  of  Peloponnefus  were  covered  by  the  fortifi- 
cations of  the  ifthmus  of  Corinth.    At  the  extremity  of  Europe, 
another  peninfula,  the  Thracian  Cherfonefus,  runs  three  days  jour- 
ney into  the  fea,  to  form,  with  the  adjacent  fhores  of  Afia,  the 
ftreights  of  the  Hellefpont.    The  intervals  between  eleven  popu- 
lous towns  were  filled  by  lofty  woods,  fair  paftures,  and  arable 
lands ;  and  the  ifthmus,  of  thirty- feven  ftadia  or  furlongs,  had  been 
fortified  by  a  Spartan  general  nine  hundred  years  before  the  reign 
of  Juftinian  "\    In  an  age  of  freedom  and  valour,  the  flighteft  ram- 
part may  prevent  a  furprife  ;  and  Procopius  appears  infenfible  of  the 
fuperiority  of  ancient  times,  while  he  praifes  the  folid  conftrucHon  and 
double  parapet  of  a  wall,  whofe  long  arms  ft  retched  on  either  fide 
into  the  lea  ;  but  whofe  ftrength  was  deemed  infufFicient  to  guard  the 
Cherfonefus,  if  each  city,  and  particularly  Gallipoli  and  Seftus,  had 
not  been  fecured  by  their  peculiar  fortifications.    The  long  wall,  as  it 
was  emphatically  ftyled,  was  a  work  as  difgraceful  in  the. object,  as 
it  was  refpectable  in  the  execution.    The  riches  of  a  capital  diffufe 
themfelves  over  the  neighbouring  country,  and  the  territory  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  a  paradife  of  nature,  was  adorned  with  the  luxurious 
gardens  and  villas  of  the  fenators  and  opulent  citizens.    But  their 
wealth  ferved  only  to  attract  the  bold  and  rapacious  Barbarians  ; 
the  nobleft  of  the  Romans,  in  the  bofom  of  peaceful  indolence,  were 
led  away  into  Scythian  captivity,  and  their  fovereign  might  view 
from  his  palace  the  hoftile  flames  which  were  infolently  fpread  to 
the  gates  of  the  Imperial  city.    At  the  diftance  only  of  forty  miles, 
Anaftafius  was  conftrained  to  eftablifh  a  laft  frontier  j  his  long  wall  of 

117  Xenophon  Hellenic.  1.  iii.  c.  2.  After  zantine  declaimers,  how  refrefhing  is  thetruth, 
a. Jong  and  tedious  converfation  with  the  By-    the  fimplicity,  the  elegance  of  an  Attic  writer! 

fixty 
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CHAP,  fixty  miles  from  the  Propontis  to  the  Euxine,  proclaimed  the  impotence 

XL. 

/   of  his  arms  ;  and  as  the  danger  became  more  imminent,  new  fortifi- 
cations were  added  by  the  indefatigable  prudence  of  Juftinian"3. 
Security  of        Afia  Minor,  after  the  fubmiflion  of  the  Ifaurians"9,  remained 
conqudt  of  2  without  enemies  and  without  fortifications.    Thole  bold  favages, 
Ifauna.        ^Q         ^ifdained  t0  be  the  fubjedts  of  Gallienus,  perfifted  two 
hundred  and  thirty  years  in  a  life  of  independence  and  rapine. 
The  moft  fuccefsful  princes  refpected  the  ftrength  of  the  moun- 
tains and  the   defpair   of  the   natives  ;  their  fierce   fpirit  was 
fometimes  foothed  with  gifts,  and  fometimes  reftrained  by  terror  ; 
and  a  military  count,  with  three  legions,  fixed  his  permanent  and 
ignominious  ftation  in  the  heart  of  the  Roman  provinces'20.    But  no 
fooner  was  the  vigilance  of  power  relaxed  or  diverted,  than  the  light- 
armed  fquadrons  defcended  from  the  hills,  and  invaded  the  peace- 
ful plenty  of  Afia.    Although  the  Ifaurians  were  not  remarkable  for 
ftature  or  bravery,  want  rendered  them  bold,  and  experience  made 
them  {kilful  in  the  exercife  of  predatory  war.    They  advanced  with 
fecrecy  and  fpeed  to  the  attack  of  villages  and  defencclefs  towns  ; 
their  flying  parties  have  fometimes  touched  the  Hellefpont,  the 
Euxine,  and  the  gates  of  Tarfus,  Antioch,  or  Damafcus  l"  ;  and  the 
fpoil  was  lodged  in  their  inaccefhble  mountains,  before  the  Roman 
troops  had  received  their  orders,  or  the  diftant  province  had  com- 
puted its  lofs.    The  guilt  of  rebellion  and  robbery  excluded  them 
from  the  rights  of  national  enemies ;  and  the  magiftrates  were  in- 

"s  See  the  long  wall  in  Evagrius  (1.  iv.       110  TrebelHusPollio  in  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  107. 

c.  38.)-    This  whole  article  is  drawn  from  who  lived  under  Diocletian,  or  Conftantine. 

the  fourth  book  of  the  Edifices,  except  An-  See  likewife  Pancirolus  ad  Nort.  Imp.  Orient, 

chialus  (1.  iii  c.  7.).  c.  115.  141.    See  Cod.  Thcodof.  1.  iv.  tit.  35. 

"9  Turn  backtovol.  i.  p.  340,  341.  In  the  leg.  37.  with  a  copious  cclkftive  Annotation 

courfe  of  this  hiftory,  I  have  fometimes  men-  of  Godefroy,  torn.  iii.  p.  256,  257. 
tioned,  and  much  oftener  flighted,  the  hafly       121  See  the  full  and  wide  ,e:  tent  of  the:r 

inroads  of  the  Ifaurians,  u hath  were  not  at-  inroads  in  Phiiottorgius  (Hift.  Ecclef.  I.  xi. 

tended  with  any  confequences.    -  c.  8.),  with  Godefroy's  learned  Di.Tertations. 

ftrucled, 
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ftrutted,  by  an  edict,  that  the  trial  or  punifhment  of  an  Ifaurian, 
even  on  the  feftival  of  Eafter,  was  a  meritorious  act  of  juftice  and 
piety1""1.  If  the.  captives  were  condemned  to  domeftic  flavery,  they 
maintained,  with  their  fword  or  dagger,  the  private  quarrel  of  their 
mafters;  and  it  was  found  expedient  for  the  public  tranquillity,  to  pro- 
hibit the  fervice  of  fuch  dangerous  retainers.  When  their  countrymen 
Tarcaliflazus  or  Zeno  afcended  the  throne,  he  invited  a  faithful  and 
formidable  band  of  Ifaurians,  who  infulted  the  court  and  city,  and 
were  rewarded  by  an  annual  tribute  of  five  thoufand  pounds  of  gold. 
But  the  hopes  of  fortune  depopulated  the  mountains*  luxury  ener- 
vated the  hardinefs  of  their  minds  and  bodies,  and  in  proportion  as 
they  mixed  with  mankind,  they  became  lefs  qualified  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  poor  and  folitary  freedom.  After  the  death  of  Zeno,  his 
fucceflbr  Anaftafius  fuppreffed  their  penfions,  expofed  their  perfons 
to  the  revenge  of  the  people,  banifhed  them  from  ConRantinopIe, 
and  prepared  to  fuftain  a  war,  which  left  only  the  alternative  of 
victory  or  fervitude.  A  brother  of  the  laft  emperor  ufurped  the 
title  of  Auguftus,  his  caufe  was  powerfully  fupported  by  the  arms, 
the  treafures,  and  the  magazines,  collected  by  Zeno  j  and  the  native 
Ifaurians  muft  have  formed  the  fmalleit  portion  of  the  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  Barbarians  under  his  ftandard,  which  was  fanctified, 
for  the  firft  time,  by  the  prefence  of  a  fighting  bifhop.  Their  dif- 
orderly  numbers  wTere  vanquished  in  the  plains  of  Phrygia  by  the 
valour  and  difcipline  of  the  Goths  ;  but  a  war  of  fix  years  almoft 
exhaufted  the  courage  of- the  emperor'21.  The  Ifaurians  retired  to 
their  mountains ;  their  fortrefies  were  fuccefiively  befieged  and  ruin- 


111  Cod.  Jullinian.  1.  ix.  tit.  12.  leg.  10. 
The  punifhments  are  feverc — a  fine  of  an 
hundred  pounds  of  gold,  degradation,  and 
even  death.  The  public  peace  might  afford 
a  pretence,  but  Zeno  was  defirous  of  mono- 
polizing the  valour  and  fervice  of  the  Ifaurians. 
5 


115  The  Ifaurian  war  and  the  triumph  of 
Anaftafius  are  briefly  and  darkly  reprefented 
by  John  Malala  (torn.  ii.  p.  106,  107^),  Eva- 
grius  (1.  iii.  c.  3;.),  Theophanes  (p.  118  — 
120.),  and  the  Chronicle  of  Marcelhnus. 
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C  H  A  P.  e(j  .  their  communication  with  the  fea  was  intercepted  ;  the  bravefl 
— — t  of  their  leaders  died  in  arms ;  the  furviving  chiefs,  before  their  exe- 
cution, were  dragged  in  chains  through  the  hippodrome ;  a  colony 
of  their  youth  was  tranfplanted  into  Thrace,  and  the  remnant  of  the 
people  fubmitted  to  the  Roman  government.    Yet  fome  generations 
clapfed  before  their  minds  were  reduced  to  the  level  of  flavery. 
The  populous  villages  of  Mount  Taurus  were  filled  with  horfemen 
and  archers;  they,  refilled  the  impofition  of  tributes,  but  they  re- 
cruited the  armies  of  Juftinian  ;  and  his  civil  magiftrates,  the  pro- 
conful  of  Cappadocia,   the  count  of  Ifauria,  and  the  prretors  of 
Lycaonia  and  Pifidia,  were  inverted  with  military  power  to  reftrain 
the  licentious  pradice  of  rapes  and  aflaffi  nations ,14. 
Fortifications      If  we  extend  our  view  from  the  tropic  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tanais, 
pfrej^m  the  we  ma7  obferve  on  one  hand,  the  precautions  of  Juftinian  to  curb 
PeSan  fron-  the  fa vages  of  ./Ethiopia ,15,  and  on  the  other,  the  long  walls  which 
tKI'  he  conftructed  in  Crimaea  for  the  protection  of  his  friendly  Goths, 

a  colony  of  three  thoufand  fhepherds  and  warriors"6.  From  that 
peninfula  to  Trebizond,  the  eaftern  curve  of  the  Euxine  was  fecured 
by  forts,  by  alliance,  or  by  religion  :  and  the  pofleflion  of  Lazica, 
the  Colchos  of  ancient,  the  Mingrelia  of  modern,  geography,  foon 

ll+  Fortes  ea  regio  (fays  Juftinian)  vims  and  oaths,  which  Diocletian  had  creeled  in 

habet,  nec  in  ullo  differt  ab  Ifauria,  though  the  ifle  of  Elephantine,  was  demolifhed  by 

Procopius  (Perfic.  I.  i.  c.  18.)  marks  an  ef-  Juftinian  with  lefs  policy  than  zeal, 

fehtial  difference  between  their  military  cha-  126  Procopius  de  Ediriciis,  1.  iii.  c.  j.  Hift. 

racier;  yet  in  former  times  the  Lycaonians  1.  viii.  c.  3,  4.    Thefe  unambitious  Goths  had 

end  Pifidians   had   defended   their   liberty  refufed  to  follow  the  ftandard  of  Theodoric. 

againft  the  great  king  (Xenophon.  Anabafis,  As  late  as  the  xvth  and  xvith  century,  the 

1.  iii.  c.  2.).    Juftinian  introduces  fome  fa'.fe  name  and  nation  might  be  difcovered  be- 

and  ridiculous  erudition  of  the  ancient  empire  tween  Caffa    and    the  ftreights  of  .Azoph. 

of  the  Pifidians,  and  of  Lycaon,  who,  after  (d'Anville  Memoires  de  l'Academie,  torn, 

vifiting  Rome  (long  before  ./Eneas),  gave  a  xxw  p.  240.).    They  well  deferved  the  cu- 

name  and  people  to  Lycaonia  (Novell.  24,  riofity  of  Bufbequius  (p.  321 — 326.);  but 

25.  27.  30.).  feem  to  have  vaniihcd  in  the  more  recent  ac- 

,zs  See  Procopius,  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  19.   The  count  of  the  Millions  du  Levant  (torn,  i.), 

dtar  of  national  concord,  of  annual  facrifice  Totr,  Peyflbnel,  &c. 

became 
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became  the  object  of  an  important  war.  Trebizond,  in  after-times  c 
the  feat  of  a  romantic  empire,  was  indebted  to  the  liberality  of  * 
Juftinian  for  a  church,  an  a_queduc~t,  and  a  caftle,  whofe  ditches  are 
hewn  in  the  folid  rock.  From  that  maritime  city,  a  frontier-line  of 
five  hundred  miles  may  be  drawn  to  the  fortrefs  of  Circefium,  the 
laft  Roman  ftation  on  the  Euphrates ,27.  Above  Trebizond  imme- 
diately, and  five  days  journey  to  the  fouth,  the  country  rifes  into 
dark  forefts  and  craggy  mountains,  as  favage  though  not  fo  lofty 
as  the  Alps  and  the  Pyrenees.  In  this  rigorous  climate  ,I3,  where 
the  fnows  feldom  melt,  the  fruits  are  tardy  and  taftelefs,  even  honey 
is  poifonous ;  the  moll  induftrious  tillage  would  be  confined  to  fome 
pleafant  vallies  ;  and  the  paftoral  tribes  obtained  a  fcanty  fuftenance 
from  the  flefh  and  milk  of  their  cattle.  The  Cbalybians110  derived 
their  name  and  temper  from  the  iron  quality  of  the  foil  ;  and,  fince 
the  days  of  Cyrus,  they  might  produce,  under  the  various  appella- 
tions of  Chaldseans  and  Zanians,  an  uninterrupted  prefcription  of 
war  and  rapine.  Under  the  reign  of  Juftinian,  they  acknowledged 
the  God  and  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  and  feven  fortrefles  were 
built  in  the  moft  acceflible  paffes,  to  exclude  the  ambition  of  the 


117  For  the  geography  and  architecture  of 
this  Armenian  border,  fee  the  Perfnn  Wars 
and  Edifices  (1.  ii.  c.  4 — 7.  I,  iii.  c.  2 — 7.)  of 
Procopius. 

113  The  country  is  defcribed  by  Tournefort 
(Voyage  au  Levant,  torn. iii.  lettre  xvii.  xviii.). 
ThatfkilfuJ  botanift  foon  difcovered  the  plant 
that  infects  the  honey  (Plin.  xxi.  44,  4.5.)  : 
he  obferves,  that  the  foldiers  of  Lucullus 
might  indeed  be  altoniflied  at  the  cold,  fince, 
even  in  the  plain  of  Erzcrum,  fnow  fometimes 
falls  in  June,  and  the  harveft  is  feldom  finirti- 
ed  before  September.  The  hills  of  Armenia 
are  below  the  fortieth  degree  of  latitude  ;  but 
in  the  mountainous  country  which  I  inhabit, 
it  is  well  known  that  an  afcent  of  fome  hours 


carries  the  traveller  from  the  climate  of  Lan- 
guedoc  to  that  of  Norway:  and  a  general 
theory  has  been  introduced,  that,  under  the 
Jine,  an  elevation  of  zfoo  toifes  is  equivalent 
to  the  cold  of  the  polar  circle  (Remond,  Ob- 
fervations  fur  les  Voyage  de  Coxe  dans  la 
Suifie,  torn.  ii.  p.  104.). 

129  The  identity  or  proximity  of  the  Chaly- 
bians,  or  Chaldaeans,  may  be  inveftigated  in 
Strabo  (1.  xii.  p.  825,  826.),  Cellarius  (Geo- 
graph.  Antiq.tom.ii.  p.  202 — 204.),  and  Fre- 
ret  (Mem.  de  1'Academie,  torn.  iv.  p.  594. ). 
Xenophon  fuppofes,  in  his  romance  (Cyropxd. 
J.  iii.),  the  fame  Barbarians  againft  whom  he 
had  fought  in  his  retreat  (Anabafis,  1.  iv.). 
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Perfian  monarch130.  The  principal  fource  of  the  Euphrates  de- 
fcends  from  the  Chalybian  mountains,  and  feems  to  flow  towards 
the  weft  and  the  Euxine ;  bending  to  the  fouth-weft,  the  river  pafles 
under  the  walls  of  Satala  and  Melitene  (which  were  reftored  by 
Juftinian  as  the  bulwarks  of  the  lerTer  Armenia),  and  gradually  ap- 
proaches the  Mediterranean  fea ;  till  at  length,  repelled  by  Mount 
Taurus  ,31,  the  Euphrates  inclines  his  long  and  flexible  courfe  to  the 
fouth-eaft  and  the  gulf  of  Perfia.  Among  the  Roman  cities  beyond 
the  Euphrates,  we  diftinguifh  two  recent  foundations,  which  were 
named  from  Theodofius,  and  the  relics  of  the  martyrs;  and  two 
capitals,  Amida  and  EdelTa,  which  are  celebrated  in  the  hiftory  of 
every  age.  Their  ftrength  was  proportioned  by  Juftinian  to  the  dan- 
ger of  their  fituation.  A  ditch  and  palifade  might  be  fufBcient  to 
refill  the  artlefs  force  of  the  cavalry  of  Scythia ;  but  more  elaborate 
works  were  required  to  fuftain  a  regular  fiege  againft  the  arms  and 
treafures  of  the  great  king.  His  fkilful  engineers  underftood  the 
methods  of  conducting  deep  mines,  and  of  raifing  platforms  to  the 
level  of  the  rampart :  he  fhook  the  ftrongeft  battlements  with  his 
military  engines,  and  fometimes  advanced  to  the  aflault  with  a  line 
of  moveable  turrets  on  the  backs  of  elephants.  In  the  great  cities 
of  the  Eaft,  the  difadvantage  of  fpace,  perhaps  of  pofition,  was  com- 
penfated  by  the  zeal  of  the  people,  who  feconded  the  garrifon  in 
the  defence  of  their  country  and  religion;  and  the  fabulous  promife  of 
the  Son  of  Gcd,  that  Edefla  mould  never  be  taken,  filled  the  citizens 
with  valiant  confidence,  and  chilled  the  befiegers  with  doubt  and 
difinay'3*.    The  fubordinate  towns  of  Armenia  and  Mefopotamia 

were 

130  Procopius,  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  15.  De  Edi-  the  river  and  mountain,  and  defcribes  their 
fic.  1.  iii.  c.  6.  combat.    See  the  courfe  of  the  Tigris  and 

131  Ni  Taurus  obflet  in  noffra  maria  ven-    Euphrates,  in  the  excellent  treatife  of  d'An- 

turus  (Pomponius  Mela,  iii.  8.)-   Pliny, apcet  ville. 

as  well  as  a  r.aturahlt  (v.  20.),  -perfonifies       I3Z  Procopius  (Perfic.  l.ii.  c.  12.)  tells  the 

flory 
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were  diligently  ftrengthened,  and  the  polls  which  appeared  to  have  c  H  A  p« 

any  command  of  ground  or  water,  were  occupied  by  numerous  forts,   w  M  j 

fubftantially  built  of  ftone,  or  more  haflily  erected  with  the  obvious 
materials  of  earth  and  brick.  The  eye  of  Juftinian  investigated 
every  fpot;  and  his  cruel  precautions  might  attract  the  war  into  fome 
lonely  vale,  whofe  peaceful  natives,  connected  by  trade  and  mar- 
riage, were  ignorant  of  national  difcord  and  the  quarrels  of  princes. 
Weftward  of  the  Euphrates,  a  fandy  defert  extends  above  fix  hun- 
dred miles  to  the  Red  Sea.  Nature  had  interpofed  a  vacant  folitude 
between  the  ambition  of  two  rival  empires  :  the  Arabians,  till  Ma- 
homet arofe,  were  formidable  only  as  robbers ;  and  in  the  proud 
fecurity  of  peace,  the  fortifications  of  Syria  were  neglected  on  the 
moft  vulnerable  fide. 

But  the  national  enmity,  at  lead  the  effects  of  that  enmity,  had  Death  of  Pe- 
been  fufpended  by  a  truce,  which  continued  above  fourfcore  years.  Periia.^"80 
An  ambafTador  from  the  emperor  Zeno,  accompanied  the  rafh  and  A"  D'  483, 
unfortunate  Perozes,  in  his  expedition  againft  the  Nepthalites  or 
white  Huns,  whofe  conquefts  had  been  ftretched  from  the  Cafpiari 
to  the  heart  of  India,  whofe  throne  was  enriched  with  emeralds 
and  whofe  cavalry  was  fapported  by  a  line  of  two  thoufand  ele- 
phants'34.   The  Perfians  were  twice  circumvented,  in  a  fituation 

which 

flory  with  the  tone  half  fceptical,  half  fuper-  the  ^Ethiopian  only  the  third  (Hill's  Theo- 
ftitious,  of  Herodotus.  The  promife  was  not  jrtiraftus,  p.  61,  &c.  92.).  The  prod uction, 
in  the  primitive  lye  of  Eufebius,  but  dates  at  mines,  &c.  of  emeralds,  are  involved  in  dark- 
leaft  from  the  year  400;  and  a  "third  lye,  the  nefs ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  we  polTefs 
Veronica,  was  foon  raifed  on  the  two  former  any  of  the  twelve  forts  known  to  the  ancients 
(Evagrius,  l.iv.  c.  27.).  As  Ede/Ta been  (Goguet,  Origine  des  Loix,  &c.  partii.  1.  ii. 
taken,  Tillemont  mujl  difclaim  the  promife  c.  2.  art.  3.).  In  this  war  the  Huns  got,  or 
(Mem.  Ecclef.  tom.i.  p.  362.  383.  617.).  at  leaft  Perozes  loft,  the  fineft  pearl  in  the 
133  They  were  purchafed  from  the  mer-  world,  of  which  Procopius  relates  a  ridicu- 
chants  of  Adulis  who  traded  to  India  (Cof-    lous  fable. 

mas,  Topograph.  Chrift.  I.xi.  p.  339.)  ;  yet,  134  The  Indo-Scythx  continued  to  reign 
in  the  eftimate-of  precious  ftones,  the  Scythian  from  the  time  of  Auguftus  (Dionyf.  Perieger. 
emerald  was  the  firft,  the  Ba&rian  the  fecond,    1088.  with  the  Commentary  of  Euftathius-, 
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C      A  ^   w^'lc^  ma(^e  valour  ufelefs  and  flight  impoffible  ;  and  the  double 

*—  -v  1  victory  of  the  Huns  was  atchieved  by  military  ftratagem.  They 

difmiiTed  their  royal  captive  after  he  had  fubmitted  to  adore  the 
majefty  of  a  Barbarian ;  and  the  humiliation  was  poorly  evaded  by 
the  cafuiftical  fubtility  of  the  Magi,  who  inftructed  Perezes-  to  direct 
his  intention  to  the  rifing  fun.  The  indignant  fucceffor  of  Cyrus 
forgot  his  danger  and  his  gratitude ;  he  renewed  the  attack  with 
headftrong  fury,  and  loft  both  his  army  and  his  life  ,,s.  The  death 
of  Perozes  abandoned  Perfia  to  her  foreign  and  domeftic  enemies  j 
and  twelve  years  of  confufion  elapfed  before  his  fon  Cabades  or 
The  Perfian  Kobad  could  embrace  any  defigns  of  ambition  or  revenge.  The  un- 
X  arA.  D.  kind  parfimony  of  Anaftafius  was  the  motive  or  pretence  of  a  Ro- 
502—505.  man  war136;  the  Huns  and  Arabs  marched  under  the  Perfian  ftan- 
dard,  and  the  fortifications  of  Armenia  and  Mefopotamia  were,  at 
that  time,  in  a  ruinous  or  imperfect  condition.  The  emperor  re- 
turned his  thanks  to  the  governor  and  people  of  Martyropolis,  for 
the  prompt  furrender  of  a  city  which  could  not  be  fuccefsfully  de- 
fended, and  the  conflagration  of  Theodofiopolis  might  juftify  the 
conduct,  of  their  prudent  neighbours.  Amida  fuftained  a  long  and 
deftructive  fiege  :  at  the  end  of  three  months,  the  lofs  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  of  the  foldiers  of  Cabades  was  not  balanced  by  any  profpecl: 
of  fuccefs,  and  it  was  in  vain  that  the  Magi  deduced  a  flattering 
prediction  from  the  indecency  of  the  women  on  the  ramparts, 

• 

in  Hudfon,  Geograph.  Minor,  torn,  iv.)  to  of  Perfia,  tranflated  or  abridged  by  Stevens, 
that  of  the  elder  Juftin  (Cofmas,  Topograph.  1.  i.  c.  32.  p.  132  —  138.)-  The  chronology 
Chrift.  1.  xi.  p.  338,  339.)-  On  their  origin  is  ably  afcertained  by  Afleman  (Bibliot.  Ori- 
and  cenqaefts,  fee  d'Anville  (fur  l'Inde,  p.  18.  ent.  torn.  iii.  p.  396—427.). 
45,  &c.  69.  85.  89.).  In  the  fecond  century  .  «w  The  Perfian  war,  under  the  reigns  of 
they  were  mailers  of  Larice  or  Guzerat.  Anaftafius  and  Juftin,  may  be  colkaed  from 

135  See  the  fate  of  Phirouz  or  Perozes,  and  Procopius  (Perfic.  I.  i.  c.  7,  8,  9.),  Theo- 
its  confequences,  in  Procopius  (Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  3  phanes  (in  Chronograph,  p.  1 24 — 127.),  Eva- 
— 6.),  who  may  be  compared  with  the  frag-  grius  (1.  iii.  c.  37.),  Marcellinus  (in  Chron. 
ments  of  Oriental  hiftory  (d'Herbelot,  Bi-  p.  47.),  and  Jofue  Stylites  (apud  Afleman. 
bliot.  Orient,  p.  351.  and  Texeira,  Hillory    torn.  i.  p.  272—281.). 
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who  had  revealed  their  moft  fecret  charms  to  the  eyes  of  the  c  H  A  l'- 

X  Li. 

aflaijants.  At  length,  in  a  filent  night,  they  afcended  the  moft  ac-  i..  -w~..,* 
ceflible  tower,  which  was  guarded  only  by  feme  monks,  opprefted, 
after  the  duties  of  a  feftival,  with  fleep  and  wine.  Scaling-ladder? 
were  applied  at  the  dawn  of  day ;  the  prefence  of  Cabades,  his  ftern 
command,  and  his  drawn  fword,  compelled  the  Perfians  to  van- 
quish ;  and  before  it  was  fheathed,  fourfcore  thoufand  of  the  inha- 
bitants had  expiated  the  blood  of  their  companions.  After  the  fiege 
of  Amida,  the  war  continued  three  years,  and  the  unhappy  frontier 
tafted  the  full  meafure  of  its  calamities.  The  gold  of  Anaftafius  was 
offered  too  late,  the  number  of  his  troops  was  defeated  by  the  num- 
ber of  their  generals  ;  the  country  was  {tripped  of  its  inhabitants, 
and  both  the  living  and  the  dead  were  abandoned  to  the  wild  beads 
of  the  defert.  The  refiftance  of  Edeffa,  and  the  deficiency  of  fpoil, 
inclined  the  mind  of  Cabades  to  peace  :  he  fold  his  conquefts  for  an 
exorbitant  price;  and  .the  fame  line,  though  marked  with  (laughter 
and  devaftation,  ftill  feparated  the  two  empires.  To  avert  the  re- 
petition of  the  fame  evils,  Anaftafius  refolved  to  found  a  new  colony, 
fo  ftrong,  that  it  mould  defy  the  power  of  the  Perfian,  fo  far  ad- 
vanced towards  Aflyria,  that  its  ftationary  troops  might  defend  the 
province  by  the  menace  or  operation  of  ofFenfive  war.  For  this  Fortifications 
purpofe,  the  town  of  Dara  ,37,  fourteen  miles  from  Nifibis,  and  four 
days  journey  from  the  Tigris,  was  peopled  and  adorned  ;  the  hafty 
works  of  Anaftafius  were  improved  by  the  perfeverance  of  Juftinian  ; 
and  without  infifting  on  places  lefs  important,  the  fortifications  of 
Dara  may  reprefent  the  military  architecture  of  the  age.  The  city 
was  furrounded  with  two  walls,  and  the  interval  between  them, 

157  The  defcription  of  Dara  is  amply  and    ville  (l'Euphrate  et  le  Tigre,  p.  53,  54,  55.), 
correctly  given  by  Procopius  (Perfic.  1.  i.    though  he  feems  to  double  the  interval  be- 
c.  10.  1.  ii.  c  13.    De  Edific.  1.  ii.  c.  i,  2,    tween  Dara  and  Nifibis. 
3.  1.  iii.  c.  5.).    See  the  fituation  in  d'An- 

of 


I  IC 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


c  H  A  P.  0f  fifty  paces,  afforded  a  retreat  to  the  cattle  of  the  befieged.  The 
XX*  •  _  _ 

inner  wall  was  a  monument  of  ftrength  and  beauty  :  it  meaiured 

fixty  feet  from  the  ground,  and  the  height  of  the  towers  was  one 
hundred  feet ;  the  loop-holes,  from  whence  an  enemy  might  be 
annoyed  with  miffile  weapons,  were  fmall,  but  numerous  ;  the  fol- 
diers  were  planted  along  the  rampart,  under  the  fhelter  of  double 
galleries,  and  a  third  platform,  fpacious  and  fecure,  was  raifed  on 
the  fummit  of  the  towers.  The  exterior  wall  appears  to  have  been 
lefs  lofty,  but  more  folid  j  and  each  tower  was  protected  by  a  qua- 
drangular bulwark.  A  hard  rocky  foil  refifted  the  tools  of  the  miners, 
and  on  the  fouth-eaft,  where  the  ground  was  more  tractable,  their 
approach  was  retarded  by  a  new  work,  which  advanced  in  the  fhape 
of  an  half-moon.  The  double  and  treble  ditches  were  filled  with  a 
ftream  of  water  5  and  in  the  management  of  the  river,  the  moft 
fkilful  labour  was  employed  to  fupply  the  inhabitants,  to  diflrefs  the 
befiegers,  and  to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  of  a  natural- or  artificial  in- 
undation. Dara  continued  more  than  fixty  years  to  fulfil  the 
wifhes  of  its  founders,  and  to  provoke  the  jealoufy  of  the  Perfians, 
who  inceffantly  complained,  that  this  impregnable  fortrefs  had  been 
conftru&ed  in  manifeft  violation  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
two  empires. 

The  Cafpian  Between  the  Euxine  and  the  Cafpian,  the  countries  of  Colchos, 
Iberia,  and  Albania,  are  interfered  in  every  direction  by  the  branches 
of  Mount  Caucafus  ;  and  the  two  principal  gates,  or  pafles,  from 
north  to  fouth,  have  been  frequently  confounded  in  the  geography 
both  of  the  ancients  and  moderns.  The  name  of  Cafpian  or  Alba- 
nian gates,  is  properly  applied  to  Derbend'33,  which  occupies  a  fhort 

133  For  the  city  and  pafs  of  Derbend,  fee  p.  1039 — 104.1.),  and  Corneille  le  Bruyn 
d'Herbelot  (Bibltot.  Orient,  p.  157.  291.  (Voyages,  torn.  i.  p.  146,  147.)  :  his  view 
807.),  Petis  de  la  Croix  (Hift.  de  Gengifcan,  may  be  compared  with  the  plan  of  Olearius, 
I.  iv.  c.  9.),  Hiftoire  Genealogic>ue  des  Tatars  who  judges  the  wall  to  be  of  /hells  and  gra- 
(tom.  i.  p.  120.),  Olearius  (Voyage  en  Perfe,    vel  hardened  by  time. 
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declivity  between  the  mountains  and  the  fca  :  the  city,  if  we  give  CHAP, 
credit  to  local  tradition,  had  been  founded  by  the  Greeks ;  and  this  <,  —  / 
dangerous  entrance  was  fortified  by  the  kings  of  Periia,  with  a  mole, 
double  walls,  and  doors  of  iron.  The  Iberian  gates  139  are  formed 
by  a  narrow  paflage  of  fix  miles  in  Mount  Caucafus,  which  opens 
from  the  northern  fide  of  Iberia  or  Georgia,  into  the  plain  that 
reaches  to  the  Tanais  and  the  Volga.  A  fortrefs,  defigned  -by  Alex- 
ander perhaps,  or  one  of  his  fucceflbrs,  to  command  that  important 
pafs,  had  defcended  by  right  of  conquefl  or  inheritance  to  a  prince 
of  the  Huns,  who  offered  it  for  a  moderate  price  to  the  emperor  : 
but  while  Anaftafius  paufed,  while  he  timoroufly  computed  the  coft 
and  the  diftance,  a  more  vigilant  rival  interpofed,  and  Cabades  forci- 
bly occupied  the  ftreights  of  Caucafus.  The  Albanian  and  Iberian 
gates  excluded  the  horfemen  of  Scythia  from  the  fhorteft  and  moft 
practicable  roads,  and  the  whole  front  of  the  mountains  was  co- 
vered by  the  rampart  of  Gog  and  Magog,  the  long  wall  which  has 
excited  the  curiofity  of  an  Arabian  caliph  140  and  a  Ruffian  con- 
queror141.  According  to  a  recent  defcription,  huge  ftones  feven 
feet  thick,  twenty-one  feet  in  length  or  height,  are  artificially  joined 
without  iron  or  cement,  to  compofe  a  wall,  which  runs  above  three 
hundred  miles  from  the  fhores  of  Derbend,  over  the  hills,  and 
through  the  vallies  of  Dagheftan  and  Georgia.  Without  a  vifion, 
fuch  a  work  might  be  undertaken  by  the  policy  of  Cabades  ;  with- 

*39  Procopius,  though  with  fome  cor.fufion,  —270.    Memoires  de  PAcademie,  torn.  xxxi. 

always  denominates  them  Cafpian  (Perfic.  l.i.  p.  210 — 219.). 

c.  10.) •    The  pafs  is  now  rtyled  Tatar-topa,       «+•  See  a  learned  diflertation  of  Baier,  de 

the  Tartar-gates  (d'Anville,  Geographie  An-  muro  Caucafeo,  in  Comment.  Acad.  Petropol. 

cienne,  torn.  ii.  p.  119,  120.).  ann.  1726.  torn.  i.  p.  425 — 463. ;  but  it  is 

1+0  The  imaginary  rampart  of  Gog  and  deftitute  of  a  map  or  plan.    When  the  czar 

Magog,  which  was  ferioufly  explored  and  Peter  I.  became  mailer  of  Derbend  in  the 

believed  by  a  caliph  of  the  i\th  century,  year  1722,  the  meafure  of  the  wall  was  found 

appears  to  be  derived  from  the  gates  of  to  be  3285  Ruffian  orgygia,  or  fathom,  each 

Mount  Caucafus  and  a  vague  report  of  the  of  feven  feet  Englifh  ;  in  the  whole,  ibme- 

wall  of  China  (Geograph.  Nubienfis,  p.  267  what  more  than  four  miles  in  length. 
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C  *vrA  P"  ou*  a  mirac^e>  lt  might  be  accompfimed  by  his  ion,  fo  formidable 
c — „ — to  the  Romans  under  the  name  of  Chofroes ;  fo  dear  to  the  Orien- 
tals, under  the  appellation  of  Nufhirwan.  The  Perfian  monarch 
held  in  his  hand  the  keys  both  of  peace  and  war  j  but  he  flipulated, 
in  every  treaty,  that  Juftinian  mould  contribute  to  the  expence  of 
a  common  barrier,  which  equally  protected  the  two  empires  from 
the  inroads  of  the  Scythians'4*'. 

VII.  luftinian  fuppreffed  the  fchools  of  Athens  and  the  conful- 
fhip  of  Rome,  which  had  given  fo  many  fages  and  heroes  to  man- 
kind. Both  thefe  inftitutions  had  long  fince  degenerated  from 
their  primitive  glory  ;  yet  fome  reproach  may  be  juftly  inflicted  on 
the  avarice  and  jealoufy  of  a  prince,  by  whofe  hand  fuch  venerable 
ruins  were  deftroyed. 
Th-  fchools  Athens,  after  her  Perfian  triumphs,  adopted  the  philofophy  of 
cf  Athens.  ionja  an(]  trie  rhetoric  of  Sicily ;  and  thefe  fludies  became  the  pa- 
trimony of  a  city,  whofe  inhabitants,  about  thirty  thoufand  males, 
condenfed,  within  the  period  of  a  fmgie  life,  the  genius  of  ages 
and  millions.  Our  fenfe  of  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  is  exalted 
by  the  fimple  recollection,  that  liberates  141  was  the  companion  of 
Plato  and  Xenophon ;  that  he  affifted,  perhaps  with  the  hiftorian 
Thucydides,  at  the  firft  reprefentations  of  the  Oedipus  of  Sophocles 
and  the  Iphigenia  of  Euripides  ;  and  his  pupils  iEfchines  and 
Demofthenes  contended  for  the  crown  of  patriotifm  in  the  prefence 
of  Ariftotle,  the  mailer  of  Theophraftus,  who  taught  at  Athens  with 
the  founders  of  the  Stoic  and  Epicurean  feels1**.    The  ingenuous 

youth 

See  the  fortifications  and  treaties  of  anonymns),  in  Vit.  X.  O.-atorom,  p.  1538 
Chofroes  or  Nuiriirwan,  in  Procopius  (Perfic.  — j 543.  edit.  H.  Steph.  Phot.  cod.  eclix. 
1.  i.  c.  16.  22. 1,  ii.)  and  d'KerbeJot  (p.  6S2.).    P-  1453. 

443  The  life  of  Ifocrates  extends  from  «*+  The  fchools  of  Athens  are  copioufiy 
O'ymp.  Ixxxvi.  1.  to  ex.  3.  (ante  Chrifl.  436  though  concifely  reprefented  in  the  Fortune 
— 33s.)-  See  Dionyf.  Halicarn.  torn.  ii.  Attica  of  Meurfius  (c.  viii.  p.  59 — 73.  in 
p.  149—150.  edit.  Hudfon.    Plutarch  (live    torn.  i.  Opp.).    For  the  Hate  and  arts  of  the 

city, 
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youth  of  Attica  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  their  domefAic  education,  c 
■which  was  communicated  without  envy  to  the  rival  cities.    Two  \ 
thoufand  difciples  heard  the  lerTons  of  Theophraftus,4S  ;  the  fchools 
of  rhetoric  muft  have  been  ftill  more  populous  than  thofe  of  philo- 
fophy  ;  and  a  rapid  fucceffion  of  ftudents  diffufed  the  fame  of  their 
teachers,  as  far  as  the  utmoft  limits  of  the  Grecian  language  and 
name.    Thofe  limits  were  enlarged  by  the  victories  of  Alexander  ; 
the  arts  of  Athens  furvived  her  freedom  and  dominion ;  and  the 
Greek  colonies  which  the  Macedonians  planted  in  Egypt,  and  fcat- 
tered  over  Afia,  undertook  long  and  frequent  pilgrimages  to  wor- 
fhip  the  Mufes  in  their  favourite  temple  on  the  banks  of  the  Iliflus. 
The  Latin  conquerors  refpectfully  liftened  to  the  inftructions  of 
their  fubjects  and  captives ;  the  names  of  Cicero  and  Horace  were 
enrolled  in  the  fchools  of  Athens  ;  and  after  the  perfect  fettlement 
of  the  Roman  empire,  the  natives  of  Italy,  of  Africa,  and  of  Bri- 
tain, converfed  in  the  groves  of  the  academy  with  their  fellow- 
ftudents  of  the  Eaft.    The  ftudies  of  philofophy  and  eloquence  are 
congenial  to  a  popular  ftate,  which  encourages  the  freedom  of  en- 
quiry, and  fubmits  only  to  the  force  of  perfuafion.    In  the  republics 
of  Greece  and  Rome,  the  art  of  fpeaking  wTas  the  powerful  engine 
of  patriotifm  or  ambition  ;  and  the  fchools  of  rhetoric  poured  forth 
a  colony  of  ftatefmen  and  legiflators.    When  the  liberty  of  public 
debate  was  fupprefied,  the  orator,  in  the  honourable  profeflion  of 
an  advocate,  might  plead  the  caufe  of  innocence  and  juftice  ;  he 
might  abufe  his  talents,  in  the  more  profitable  trade  of  panegyric  ; 
and  the  fame  precepts  continued  to  dictate  the  fanciful  declamations 
of  the  fophift,  and  the  charter  beauties  of  hiftorical  compofition. 
The  fyftems  which  profeffed  to  unfold  the  nature  of  God,  of  man, 

city,  fee  the  firft  book  of  Paufanias,  and  a  ftnall  Olymp.  cxvii.  (Dodwell'?  Diflertat.  fed.  4.) 
traft  of  Dicaearchus  (in  the  fecond  volume  of  145  Diogen.  Laert.  deYit.  Philofoph.  I.  v. 
Iludfon's  Geographers),  who  wrote  about    fegm.  37.  p.  289. 

Vol.  IV.  and 
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CHAP,  and  of  the  univerfe,  entertained  the  curiofity  of  the  philofophic  flu- 

XL.  B  B 

\  dent;  and  according  to  the  temper  of  his  mind,  he  might  doubt  with 

the  fceptics,  or  decide  with  the  ftcics,  fublimely  fpeculate  with  Plato, 
or  feverely  argue  with  Ariftotle.    The  pride  of  the  adverfe  fects 
had  fixed  an  unattainable  term  of  moral  happinefs  and  perfection : 
but  the  race  was  glorious  and  falutary ;  the  difciples  of  Zeno,  and 
even  thofe  of  Epicurus,  were  taught  both  to  act  and  to  fuffer  j  and 
the  death  of  Petronius  was  not  lefs  effectual  than  that  of  Seneca,  to 
humble  a  tyrant  by  the  difcovery  of  his  impotence.    The  light  of 
fcience  could  not  indeed  be  confined  within  the  walls  of  Athens. 
Her  incomparable  writers  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  human  race  ; 
the  living  matters  emigrated  to  Italy  and  Afia ;  Berytus,  in  later 
times,  was  devoted  to  the  ftudy  of  the  law  ;  aftronomy  and  phyfic 
were  cultivated  in  the  mufasum  of  Alexandria  ;  but  the  Attic  fchools 
of  rhetoric  and  philofophy  maintained   their  fuperior  reputation 
from  the  Peloponnefian  war  to  the  reign  of  Juftinian.  Athens, 
though  fituate  in  a  barren  foil,  poffeffed  a  pure  air,  a  free  navi- 
gation, and  the  monuments  of  ancient  art.    That  facred  retirement 
was  feldom  difturbed  by  the  bufinefs  of  trade  or  government ;  and 
the  laft  of  the  Athenians  were  diftinguifhed  by  their  lively  wit,  the 
purity  of  their  tafte  and  language,  their  focial  manners,  and  fome 
traces,  at  leaft  in  difcourfe,  of  the  magnanimity  of  their  fathers. 
In  the  fuburbs  of  the  city,  the  academy  of  the  Platonifts,  the  lycaum 
of  the  Peripatetics,  the  portico  of  the  Stoics,  and  the  garden  of  the 
Epicureans,   were  planted  with  trees  and  decorated  with  ftatues ; 
and  the  philofophers,  inftead  of  being  immured  in  a  cloyfter,  deli- 
vered their  inftructions  in  fpacious  and  pleafant  walks,  which,  at 
different  hours,  were  confecrated  to  the  exercifes  of  the  mind  and 
body.    The  genius  of  the  founders  ftill  lived  in  thofe  venerable 
feats ;  the  ambition  of  fucceeding  to  the  matters  of  human  reafon, 
excited  a  generous  emulation  j  and  the  merit  of  the  candidates  was 

i  deter- 
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determined,  on  each  vacancy,  by  the  free  voices  of  an  enlightened 
people.    The  Athenian  profeflbrs  were  paid  by  their  difciples  :  ac- 
cording to  their  mutual  wants  and  abilities,  the  price  appears  to 
have  varied  from  a  mina  to  a  talent;  and  Ifocrates  himfelf,  who  de- 
rides the  avarice  of  the  fophifts,  required  in  his  fchool  of  rhetoric, 
about  thirty  pounds  from  each  of  his  hundred  pupils.    The  wages 
of  induftry  arejuft  and  honourable,  yet  the  fame  Ifocrates  lhed  tears 
at  the  firft  receipt  of  a  ftipend ;  the  Stoic  might  blufh  when  he  was 
lured  to  preach  the  contempt  of  money ;  and  I  mould  be  forry  to 
difcover,  that  Ariftotle  or  Plato  fo  far  degenerated  from  the  example 
of  Socrates,  as  to  exchange  knowledge  for  gold.    But  fome  property 
of  lands  and  houfes  was  fettled  by  the  permiffion  of  the  laws,  and 
the  legacies  of  deceafed  friends,  on  the  philofophic  chairs  of  Athens. 
Epicurus  bequeathed  to  his  difciples  the  gardens  which  he  had  pur- 
chafed  for  eighty  mina;  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  with  a 
fund  fufficient  for  their  frugal  fubfiftence  and  monthly  feftivals 145 ; 
and  the  patrimony  of  Plato  afforded  an  annual  rent,  which,  in  eight 
centuries,  was  gradually  encreafed  from  three  to  one  thoufand  pieces 
of  gold ,+7.    The  fchools  of  Athens  were  protected  by  the  wiled  and 
mod  virtuous  of  the  Roman  princes.    The  library  which  Hadrian 
founded,  was  placed  in  a  portico  adorned  with  pictures,  ftatues,  and 
a  roof  of  alabafter,  and  fupported  by  one  hundred  columns  of  Phry- 
gian marble.    The  public  falaries  were  alTigned  by  the  generous 
fpirit  of  the  Antonines  ;  and  each  profelTor,  of  politics,  of  rhetoric, 
of  the  Platonic,  the  Peripatetic,  the  Stoic,  and  the  Epicurean  philo- 
fophy,  received  an  annual  ftipend  of  ten  thoufand  drachma?,  or  more 

1+6  See  the  teftament  of  Epicurus  in  Dio-  and  efteem  with  which  the  Roman  fenators 

gen.  Laert.  I.  x.  fegm.  16 — 20.  p.  611,  612.  conildered  the  philofophy  an  J  phi!ofcp!iers  of 

A  fingle  epiitle  (ad  Familiares,  xiii.  i.)  dif-  Greece. 

plays  the  injuflice  of  the  Areopagus,  the  fide-       147  Damafcius,  in  Vit.  Ifidor.  apud  Pho- 

hty  cf  the  Epicureans,  the  dextrous  polite-  tium,  cod.  ccxlii.  p.  105;. 
nefs  of  Cicero,  and  the  mixture  of  contempt 

Q^2  than 
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c  H  A  P.  than  three  hundred  pounds  fterling'48.    After  the  death  of  Marcus,. 

v— v-  •   thefe  liberal  donations,  and  the  privileges  attached  to  the  thrones  of 

fcience,  were  abolifhed  and  revived,  diminilTied  and  enlarged  :  but 
fome  veftige  of  royal  bounty  may  be  found  under  the  fucceflbrs  of 
Conftantine ;  and  their  arbitrary  choice  of  an  unworthy  candidate 
might  tempt  the  philofophers  of  Athens  to  regret  the  days  of  in- 
dependence and  poverty ,49.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  impartial 
favour  of  the  Antonines  was  beftowed  on  the  four  adverfe  feels  of 
philofophy,  which  they  confidered  as  equally  ufeful  or  at  leaft  as 
equally  innocent.  Socrates  had  formerly  been  the  glory  and  the 
reproach  of  his  country  ;  and  the  firft  leflbns  of  Epicurus  fo  ftrangely 
fcandalized  the  pious  ears  of  the  Athenians,  that  by  his  exile,  and 
that  of  his  antagonifb,  they  filenced  all  vain  difputes  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  gods.  But  in  the  enfuing  year  they  recalled  the  hafty 
decree,  reftored  the  liberty  of  the  fchools,  and  were  convinced  by 
the  experience  of  ages,  that  the  moral  character  of  philofophers  is 
not  affected  by  the  diverfity  of  their  theological  fpeculations'50. 

They  are         The  Gothic  arms  were  lefs  fatal  to  the  fchools  of  Athens  than  the 

juUinlfru  ty  eftablifhment  of  a  new  religion,  whofe  minifters  fuperfeded  the  ex- 
ercife  of  reafon,  refolved  every  queftion  by  an  article  of  faith,  and 
condemned  the  infidel  or  fceptic  to  eternal  flames.    In  many  a 

148  See  Lucian  (in  Eunech.  torn.  ii.  p.  350  year  342  before  Chrift  (Bayle),  Olym- 
—  359.  edit.  Reitz),  Philoftratus  (in  Vit.  piad  cix.  3.;  and  he  opened  his  fchool  at 
Sophilt.  1.  ii.  c.  2.),  and  Dion  Caffius,  or  Athens,  Olymp.  cxviii.  3.  306  years  before 
Xiphilin  (I.  Ixxi.  p.  1195.),  with  their  edi-  the  fame  aera.  This  intolerant  law  (Athe- 
tors  Da  Soul,  Olearius,  and  Reimar,  and,  nasus,  1.  xiii.  p.  610.  Diogen.  Laertius,  I.  v. 
above  all,  Salmafius  (ad  Hift.  Auguft.  p.  72.).  f.  38.  p.  290.  Julius  Pollux,  ix.  5.)  was 
A  judicious  philofopher  (Smith's  Wealth  of  enacled  in  the  fame,  or  the  fucceeding  year 
Nations,  vol.  ii.  p.  340—374.)  prefers  the  (Sigonius,  Opp.  torn.  v.  p.  62.  Menagius, 
free  contributions  of  the  ftudents  to  a  fixed  ad  Diogen.  Laert.  p.  204.  Corfini  Falti  At- 
ftipend  for  the  profefibr.  tici,  torn.  iv.  p.  67,  68.).  Theophraftus, 

149  Brucker,  Hift.  Crit.  Philofoph.  torn.  ii.  chief  of  the  Peripatetics,  and  difciple  of 
p.  310,  &c.  Ariftotle,  was  involved  in  the  fame  exile. 

*5°  The  birth  of  Epicurus  is  fixed  to  the 

10  volume 
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▼olume  of  laborious  controverfy,  they  expofed  the  weaknefs  of  the  chap. 
underftanding  and  the  corruption  of  the  heart,  infulted  human  ? 
nature  in  the  fages  of  antiquity,  and  profcribed  the  fpirit  of  philofo- 
phical  enquiry,  fo  repugnant  to  the  do&rine,  or  at  leaft  to  the  tem- 
per, of  an  humble  believer.    The  furviving  feci:  of  the  Platonifts, 
whom  Plato  would  have  blufhed  to  acknowledge,  extravagantly 
mingled  a  fublime  theory  with  the  practice  of  fuperftition  and  magic; 
and  as  they  remained  alone  in  the  midft  of  a  Chriftian  world,  they 
indulged  a  fecret  rancour  againft  the  government  of  the  church  and 
ftate,  whofe  feverity  was  ftill  fufpended  over  their  heads.  About 
a  century  after  the  reign  of  Julian  ,5',  Proclus  152  was  permitted  to  Proclas. 
teach  in  the  philofophic  chair  of  the  academy,  and  fuch  was  his 
induftry,  that  he  frequently,  in  the  fame  day,   pronounced  five 
leftbns,  and  compofed  feven  hundred  lines.     His  fagacious  mind 
explored  the  deepeft  queftions  of  morals  and  metaphyfics,  and  he 
ventured  to  urge  eighteen  arguments  againft  the  Chriftian  do&rine 
of  the  creation  of  the  world..  But  in  the  intervals  of  ftudy,  he 
perfonally  converfed  with  Pan,  iEfculapius,  and  Minerva,  in  whofe 
myfteries  he  was  fecretly  initiated,  and  whofe  proftrate  ftatues  he 
adored  ;  in  the  devout  perfuafion  that  the  philofopher,  who  is  a 
citizen  of  the  univerfe,  mould  be  the  prieft  of  its  various  deities. 
An  eclipfe  of  the  fun  announced  his  approaching  end  ;  and  his  life, 
with  that  of  his  fcholar  Ifidore'53,  compiled  by  two  of  their  moft 
learned  difciples,  exhibits  a  deplorable  picture  of  the  fecond  child— 

151  Thi:  is  no  fanciful  aera :  the  Pagans  Suidas  (torn.  iii.  p.  1S5,  186.),  Fabricius 

reckoned  their  calamities  from  the  reign  of  (Bibliot.  Graec.  1.  v.  c.  26.  p.  449 — 552.), 

their  hero.    Proclu?,  whofe  nnuvity  is  marked  and  Brucker  (Hill.  Crit.  Philofoph.  torn.  ii. 

by  his  horofcope  (A.  D.  412,  February  8,  at  p.  319 — 326.). 

C.  P.),  died  124  years  uvo  IaXiasa  (Soo-iAsa?,       ,S3  The  life  of  Ilidore  was  compofed  by 

A.  D.  485  (Marin,  in  Vita  Procli,  c.  36.).  Damafcius  (apud  Photium.cod.  ccxlii.  p.  1028 

151  The  life  of  Proclus,  by  Marinus,  was  — 1076.).    See  the  laft  age  of  the  Pagan  phi- 

publilhed  by  Fabricius  (Hamburg,  1700,  et  lcfophers  in  Brucker  (torn.  ii.  p.  341 — 351-). 
ad  calcem  Bibliot.  Latin.  Lond.  1703).  See 

hood 
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C  H  A  P.  hood  of  human  reafon.    Yet  the  golden  chain,  as  it  was  fondly 

XL*.  J 

- — — ~j   ftyled,  of  the  Platonic  fucceffion,  continued  forty-four  years  from 

I" lis  ftfCCcf*  • 

fjrs,  the  death  of  Proclus  to  the  edict  of  Juftinian  ,S4,  which  impofed  a 

4 '^—^29.  perpetual  filence  on  the  fchools  of  Athens,  and  excited  the  grief 
and  indignation  of  the  few  remaining  votaries  of  Grecian  fcience 
and  fuperftition.  Seven  friends  and  philofophers,  Diogenes  and 
Hermias,  Eulalius  and  Prifcian,  Damafcius,  Ifidore,  and  Simplicius, 
who  diflented  from,  the  religion  of  their  fovereign,  embraced  the  re- 
folution  of  feeking  in  a  foreign  land  the  freedom  which  was  denied 
in  their  native  country.  They  had  heard,  and  they  creduloufly  be- 
lieved, that  the  republic  of  Plato  was  realized  in  the  defpotic  govern- 
ment of  Perfia,  and  that  a  patriot  king  reigned  over  the  happieft 
and  raoft  virtuous  of  nations.  They  were  foon  aftonifhed  by  the 
natural  difcovery,  that  Perfia  refembled  the  other  countries  of  the 
globe  ;  that  Chofroes,  who  affedted  the  name  of  a  philofopher,  was 
vain,  cruel,  and  ambitious ;  that  bigotry,  and  a  fpirit  of  intolerance, 
prevailed  among  the  Magi  ;  that  the  nobles  were  haughty,  the 
courtiers  fervile,  and  the  magistrates  unjuft;  that  the  guilty  fome- 
times  efcaped,  and  that  the  innocent  were  often  opprefled.  The 
difappointment  of  the  philofophers  provoked  them  to  overlook  the 
real  virtues  of  the  Perfians  ;  and  they  were  fcandalized,  more  deeply 
perhaps  than  became  their  profefiion,  with  the  plurality  of  wives 
and  concubines,  the  inceftuous  marriages,  and  the  cullom  of  ex- 
poring  dead  bodies  to  the  dogs  and  vultures,  inftead  of  hiding  them 
in  the  earth,  or  containing  them  with  fire.  Their  repentance  was 
expreffed  by  a  precipitate  return,  and  they  loudly  declared  that  they 
had  rather  die  on  the  borders  of  the  empire,  than  enjoy  the  wealth 
and  favour  of  the  Barbarian.    From  this  journey,  however,  they  de- 

154  The  fuppreflion  of  the  fchools  of  Athens    nicle  in  the  Vatican  library  (apud  Aleman, 
is  recorded  by  John  Malala  (torn.  ii.  p.  187.    p.  ic6.). 
furDecio  Cof.  Sol.),  and  an  anonymous  Chro- 

rived 
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rived  a  benefit  which  reflects  the  pureft  luftre  on  the  character  of  c  HA  p. 

Chofroes.    He  required,  that  the  fcven  fages  who  had  vifited  the   \  ; — 

court  of  Perfia,  fhould  be  exempted  from  the  penal  laws  which  juf- 
tinian  enacted  againft  his  Pagan  fubjects;  and  this  privilege,  ex- 
prefsly  ftipulated  in  a  treaty  of  peace,  was  guarded  by  the  vigilance 
of  a  powerful  mediator'55.    Simplicius  and  his  companions  ended  Thelartof 
their  lives  in  peace  and  obfcurity  ;  and  as  they  left  no  difciples,  they  phers. 
terminate  the  long  lift  of  Grecian  philofophers,  who  may  be  juftly 
praifed,  notwithftanding  their  defects,  as  the  wifeft  and  moft  virtu- 
ous of  their  contemporaries*    The  writings  of  Simplicius  are  now 
extant.    His  phyfical  and  metaphyfical  commentaries  on  Ariftotle 
have  palled  away  with  the  fafhion  of  the  times  ;  but  his  moral  in- 
terpretation of  Epictetus,  is  preferved  in  the  library  of  nations,  as  a 
claflic  book,  moft  excellently  adapted  to  direct  the  will,  to  purify 
the  heart,  and  to  confirm  the  underftanding,  by  a  juft  confidence  in 
the  nature  both  of  God  and  man. 

About  the  fame  time  that  Pythagoras  firft  invented  the  appellation  The  Reman 
of  philofopher,  liberty  and  the  confulfhip  were  founded  at  Rome  by  extinguished 
the  elder  Brutus.    The  revolutions  of  the  confular  office,  which  may  aJd^c^u' 
be  viewed  in  the  fuccefiive  lights  of  a  fubftance,  a  fhadow  and  a 
name,  have  been  occafionally  mentioned  in  the  prefent  hiftory.  The 
firft  magiftrates  of  the  republic  had  been  chofen  by  the  people,  to 
exercife,  in  the  fenate  and  in  the  camp,  the  powers  of  peace  and 
war,  which  were  afterwards  tranflated  to  the  emperors.    But  the 
tradition  of  ancient  dignity  was  long  revered  by  the  Romans  and 
Barbarians.    A  Gothic  hiftorian  applauds  the  confulfhip  of  Theo- 

155  Agathias  (I.  ii.  p.  69,  70,  71.)  relates  533,  a  date  moft  compatible  with  his  young 
this  curious  ftory.  Chofroes  afcended  the  fame  and  the  old  age  of  Ifidore  (AiTeman, 
throne  in  the  year  531,  and  made  his  firft  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  iii.  p.  404.  Pagi,  torn, 
peace  with  the  Romans  in  the  beginning  of  ii.  p.  543.  550.). 
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C  *vrA  P'  doric  as  ^e  he*gnt  °f  d\  temporal  glcry  and  greatnefs  ;  the  kin*' 
\_ — B — of  Italy  himfelf  congratulates  thoie  annual  favourites  of  fortune, 
who,  without  the  cares,  enjoyed  the  fplendour  of  the  throne ;  and 
at  the  end  of  a  thoufand  years,  two  ccnliils  were  created  by  the 
fovereigns  of  Rome  and  Ccnftanrinople,  for  the  fole  purpofe  of 
giving  a  date  to  the  year,  and  a  feftival  to  the  people.  But  the  ex- 
pences  of  this  feftival,  in  which  the  wealthy  and  the  vain  aipired 
to  furpafs  their  predecellbrs,  infenfibly  arofe  to  the  enormous  fum  of 
fourfcore  thoufand  pounds  ;  the  wiieft  fenators  declined  an  ufelefs 
honour,  which  involved  the  certain  ruin  of  their  families  i  and  to 
this  reluctance  I  fhould  impute  the  frequent  chafms  in  the  laft  age  of 
the  confular  Fqfti.  The  predecellbrs  of  Juftinian  had  afliiled  from 
the  public  treaiures  the  dignity  of  the  lefs  opulent  candidates ;  the 
avarice  of  that  prince  preferred  the  cheaper  and  more  convenient 
method  of  advice  and  regulation157.  Seven  proctjjions  or  Ipectacles 
were  the  number  to  which  his  edict  confined  the  horfe  and  chariot 
races,  the  athletic  lports,  the  mufic,  and  pantomimes  of  the  theatre, 
and  the  hunting  of  wild  beafts  ;  and  imall  pieces  of  lilver  were  dif- 
creetly  iublLimted  to  the  gold  medals,  which  had  always  excited  tu- 
mult and  drunkennefs,  when  they  were  fcattered  with  a  profufe  hand 
among  the  populace.  Xorwithilanding  thefe  precautions,  and  his 
own  example,  the  fucceffion  of  conluls  finally  ceafed  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  Juftinian,  whole  delpotic  temper  might  be  gratified 
by  the  iilent  extinction  of  a  title  which  admoniihed  the  Romans  of 
their  ancient  freedom'5*.     Yet  the  annual  conlnhhip  ftill  lived  in 

,;f  Czzl:i::.  Yarii-.r:  Erifr.  ri.  I.  Jcr-  ,J|  Procorio.s  in  Acecdcr.  c.  zi.  Ale- 
nsades,  c.  57.  p.  696.  edit.  Grot.  Qpod  man,  p.  ic6.  Ia  die  xriii*  jar.  after  the 
fcmmum  bc^;;  princrz^.e  ia  cc;:c  dec_i  cczfcliaip  cf  BaSIini,  according  to  tie  rec- 
eiptor, koaiag  cf  Wa.-ce;aati,  Vide,  Maria*,  Sec 

,ST  See  :h?  regz'.zr.zz?  c:\*..\li:x;  Nove^.  the  fecre:  Liicrv        coajpofec,  sad,  in  the 

cr.),  dated  2.1  CocriaLtinepIe,  Jalr  5,  and  ad-  eyes  of  Proccpius,  tie  coafuiizip  «as  £aal'y 

circled  10  S^iegiaf,  treaforcr  of  the  ecrire.  abciijiiec. 

the 
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the  minds  of  the  people ;  they  fondly  expected  its  fpeedy  reftora- 
tion  ;  they  applauded  the  gracious  condefcenfion  of  fucceflive  princes, 
by  whom  it  was  aflumed  in  the  firft  year  of  their  reign ;  and  three 
centuries  elapfed,  after  the  death  of  Juftinian,  before  that  obfolete 
dignity,  which  had  been  fuppreffed  by  cuftom,  could  be  abolifhed  by 
law139.  The  imperfect  mode  of  diftinguifhing  each  year  by  the 
name  of  a  magistrate,  was  ufefully  fupplied  by  the  date  of  a  per- 
manent aera  :  the  creation  of  the  world,  according  to  the  feptuagint 
verfion,  was  adopted  by  the  Greeks'60  and  the  Latins,  fince  the  age 
of  Charlemagne,  have  computed  their  time  from  the  birth  of 
Chrift16'. 


H  A 

XL. 


159  By  Leo,  the  philofopher  (Novell,  xclv. 
A.  D.  886 — 9 ii.).  SeePagi  (Diflertat.  Hy- 
patica,  p.  325 — 362.)  and  Ducange  (doff. 
Gnec.  p.  1635,  1636.).  Even  the  title  was 
vilified  :  confulatus  codicilli ....  vilefcunt, 
fays  the  emperor  himfelf. 

160  According  to  Julius  Africanus,  &c.  the 
world  was  created  the  firft  of  September, 
5508  years,  three  months,  and  twenty-rive 
days  before  the  birth  of  Chrift  (fee  Pezron, 
Antiquite  des  Terns  defendue,  p.  20 — 28.) ; 
and  this  jera  has  been  ufed  by  the  Greeks,  the 
Oriental  Chriftians,  and  even  by  the  Ruffians, 
till  the  reign  of  Peter  I.  The  period,  how- 
ever arbitrary,  is  clear  and  convenient.  Of 
the  7296  years  which  are  foppofed  to  elapfe 
fir.ce  the  creation,  we  ftiall  find  3000  of  ig- 
norance and  darknefs;  2000  either  fabulous 
or  doubtful;  1000  of  ancient  hiftory,  com- 
mencing with  the  Perfian  empire,  and  the  re- 


publics of  Rome  and  Athens ;  1000  from  the 
fall  of  the  Roman  empire  in  the  weft  to  the 
difcovery  of  America  ;  and  the  remaining 
296  will  almolt  complete  three  centuries  of 
the  modern  ftate  of  Europe  and  mankind.  I 
regret  this  chronology,  fo  far  preferable  to  our 
double  and  perplexed  method  of  counting 
backwards  and  forwards  the  years  before  and 
after  the  Chriftian  a»ra. 

161  The  <era  of  the  world  has  prevailed 
in  the  Eaft  fince  the  vith  general  council 
(A.  D.  68i).  In  the  Weft  the  Chriftian  sera 
was  firft  invented  in  the  vith  century:  it  was 
propagated  in  the  viiith  by  the  authority  and 
writings  of  venerable  Bede  ;  but  it  was  not 
till  the  xth  that  the  ufe  became  legal  and  po- 
pular. See  l'Art  de  verifier  les  Dates,  Dif- 
fert.  Preliminaire,  p.  iii.  xii.  Didtionaire  Di- 
plomatique, torn.  i.  p.  329  —  337  :  the  works 
of  a  laborious  fociety  of  Benedictine  monks. 
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CHAP.  XLI. 

Conquefts  of  Juftinian  in  the  Weft. — Char  abler  and  firft 
Campaigns  of  Belifarius. — He  invades  and  fubdues 
the  Vandal  Kingdom  of  Africa. — His  Triumph, — 
The  Gothic  War. — He  recovers  Sicily^  Naples^  and 
Rome. — Siege  of  Rome  by  the  Goths. — Their  Retreat 
and  Lojfes. — Surrender  of  Ravenna. — Glory  of  Beli- 
farius.— His  domeflic  Shame  and  Misfortunes. 

HAP.  \T  THEN  Juftinian  afcended  the  throne,  about  fifty  years  after 
V  V    the  fall  of  the  Weftern  empire,  the  kingdoms  of  the  Goths 


XLI 

*  ^~ 


juftinian  re-   an(]  Vandals  had  obtained  a  folid,  and,  as  it  might  feem,  a  legal 

folves  to  in- 
vade Africa,   eftabliihment  both  in  Europe  and  Africa.    The  titles  which  Roman 


A.  D.  533. 


victory  had  infcribed,  were  erazed  with  equal  juftice  by  the  fword 
of  the  Barbarians ;  and  their  fuccefsful  rapine  derived  a  more  ve- 
nerable fanttion  from  time,  from  treaties,  and  from  the  oaths  of 
fidelity,  already  repeated  by  a  fecond  or  third  generation  of  obedient 
fubjects.  Experience  and  chriftianity  had  refuted  the  fuperftitious 
hope,  that  Rome  was  founded  by  the  gods  to  reign  for  ever  over 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  But  the  proud  claims  of  perpetual  and 
indefeafible  dominion,  which  her  foldiers  could  no  longer  maintain,, 
was  firmly  afTerted  by  her  ftatefmen  and  lawyers,  whofe  opinions 
have  been  fometimes  revived  and  propagated  in  the  modern  fchools 
of  jurifprudence.  After  Rome  herfelf  had  been  dripped  of  the  Im- 
perial purple,  the  princes,  of  Conftantinople  affumed  the^fole  and 

facred 
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facred  fceptre  of  the  monarchy ;  demanded,  as  their  rightful  inherit-  CHAP. 

ance,  the  provinces  which  had  been  fubdued  by  the  confuls,  or  <  „ — 

poffeffed  by  the  Caefars  ;  and  feebly  afpired  to  deliver  their  faithful 
fubjedts  of  the  Weft  from  the  ufurpation  of  heretics  and  Barbarians. 
The  execution  of  this  fplendid  defign  was  in  fome  degree  referved 
for  Juftinian.  During  the  five  firft  years  of  his  reign,  he  reluc- 
tantly waged  a  coftly  and  unprofitable  war  againft  the  Perfians  ;  till 
his  pride  fubmitted  to  his  ambition,  and  he  purchafed,  at  the  price 
of  four  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  the  benefit  of 
a  precarious  truce,  which,  in  the  language  of  both  nations,  was 
dignified  with  the  appellation  of  the  endlefs  peace.  The  fafety  of 
the  Eaft  enabled  the  emperor  to  employ  his  forces  againft  the  Van- 
dals ;  and  the  internal  ftate  of  Africa  afforded  an  honourable  motive, 
and  promifed  a  powerful  fupport,  to  the  Roman  arms*. 

According  to  the  teftament  of  the  founder,  the  African  kingdom  State  of  the 

"V  3  n  d  s.1  s 

had  lineally  defcended  to  Hilderic  the  eldeft  of  the  Vandal  princes.  Hilderic, 

AD 

A  mild  difpofition  inclined  the  fon  of  a  tyrant,  the  grandfon  of  a  S231_S30. 
conqueror,  to  prefer  the  counfels  of  clemency  and  peace ;  and  his 
acceflion  was  marked  by  the  falutary  edict,  which  reftored  two  hun- 
dred bifhops  to  their  churches,  and  allowed  the  free  profeffion  of  the 
Athanafian  creed1.  But  the  Catholics  accepted  with  cold  and  tran- 
fient  gratitude,  a  favour  fo  inadequate  to  their  pretenfions,  and  the 
virtues  of  Hilderic  offended  the  prejudices  of  his  countrymen.  The 

*  The  complete  ferles  of  the  Vandal  war  Hugo  Grotius  was  the  firft  fcholarof  a  Iearn- 

is  related  by  Procopius  in  a  regular  and  ele-  ed  age. 

gant  narrative  (I.  i.  c.  9 — 25.  1.  ii.  c.  1 — 13.);       1  See  Ruinart.Hift.  Perfecut.  Vandal,  c.xii. 

and  happy  would  be  my  lot,  could  I  always  p.  589.    His  beft  evidence  is  drawn  from  the 

tread  in  the  footfteps  of  fuch  a  guide.    From  life  of  St.  Fulgentius,  compofed  by  one  of 

the  entire  and  diligent  perufal  of  the  Greek  his  difciples,  tranferibed  in  a  great  meafure 

text,  I  have  a  right  to  pronounce  that  the  in  the  annals  of  Baronius,  and  printed  in  fe- 

Latin  and  French  verfions  of  Grotius  and  veral  great  collections  (Catalog.  Bibliot.  Bu- 

Coufin  may  not  be  implicitly  trufted  :  yet  the  navixnae,  torn.  i.  vol.  ii.  p.  IC5S.). 
.prefideut  Coufin  has  been  often  praifed,  and 

R  2  Arian 
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Arian  clergy  prefumed  to  infinuate  that  he  had  renounced  the  faith, 
and  the  foldiers  more  loudly  complained  that  he  had  degenerated 
from  the  courage,  of  his  anceftors.  His  ambalTadors  were  fufpectsd 
of  a  fecret  and  difgraceful  negociation  in  the  Byzantine  court  ; 
and  his  general,  the  Achilles3,  as  he  was  named,  of  the  Vandals,  loft 
Gelimer,     a  battle  againft  the  naked  and.  diforderly  Moors.    The  public  dif- 

A  D 

530—534.  content  was  exafperated  by  Gelimer,  whofe  age,  defcent,  and  mili- 
tary fame,  gave  him.  an  apparent  title  to  the  fucceffion :  he  affumed, 
with  the  confent  of  the  nation,  the  reins  of  government  ;  and  his 
unfortunate  fovereign  funk  without  a  ftruggle  from  the  throne  to 
a  dungeon,  where  he  was  ftriclly  guarded  with  a  faithful  counfellor, 
and  his  unpopular  nephew  the  Achilles  of  the  Vandals.  But  the 
indulgence  which  Hilderic  had  fhewn  to  his  Catholic  fubjecls  had 
powerfully  recommended  him  to  the  favour  of  Juftinian,  who,  for 
the  benefit  of  his  own  feet,  could  acknowledge  the  ufe  and  juftice 
of  religious  toleration  :  their  alliance,  while  the  nephew  of  Juftin 
remained  in  a  private  ftation,  was  cemented  by  the  mutual  exchange 
of  gifts  and  letters  ;  and  the  emperor  Juftinian  afTerted  the  caufe  of 
royalty  and  friendfhip.  In  two  iucceUive  embaffie3,  he  admoniihed 
the  ufurper  to  repent  of  his  treafon,  or  to  abftain,  at  ieaft,  from  any 
further  violence  which  might  provoke  the  difpleafure  of  God  and 
of  the  Romans;  to  reverence  the  laws  of  kindred  and  fucceffion,  and 
to  fuffer  an  infirm  old  man  peaceably  to  end  his  days,  either  on  thg 
throne  of  Carthage  or  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople.  The  palTions 
or  even  the  prudence  of  Gelimer  compelled  him  to  reject  thefe  re- 
queues, which  were  urged  in  the  haughty  tone  of  menace  and  com- 

3  For  what  quality  of  the  mind  or  body?  c.  2^.),  they  appear  to  have  been  more  fec- 

For  fpeed,  or  beauty,  or  valour? — In  what  cefsful  in  imitating,  than  in  transiting,  the 

language  did  the  Vandals  read  Homer  ? —  Greek  poets.  But  the  name  of  Achilles  might 

Did  he  fpeak  German? — The  Latins  had  four  be  famous  and  popular,  even  aancng  the  iI!L- 

verfions  (Fabric,  torn.  i.  I.  ii.  c.  3.  p.  297.)  :  terate  Barbarians, 
yet,  in  fpire  of  the  praifes  of  Seaeca-(ConfoL 

3.  nand  j 
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mand  ;  and  he  juftified  his  ambition  in  a  language  rarely  fpoken  c  H p* 

in  the  Byzantine  court,  by  alleging  the  right  of  a  free  people  to   «  »  ' 

remove  or  punifh  their  chief  magiftrate,  who  had  failed  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  kingly  office.  After  this  fruitlcfs  expoftulation,  the 
captive  monarch  was  more  rigoroufly  treated,  his  nephew  was  de- 
prived of  his  eyes,  and  the  cruel  Vandal,  confident  in  his  ftrcngth 
and  diftance,  derided  the  vain  threats  and  flow  preparations  of  the 
emperor  of  the  Eaft.  Juftinian  refolved  to  deliver  or  revenge  his 
friend,  Gelimer  to  maintain  his  usurpation  :  and  the  war  was  pre- 
ceded, according  to  the  practice  of  civilized  nations,  by  the  moft 
folemn  proteftations,  that  each  party  was  fmcerely  defirous  of  peace. 

The  report  of  an  African  war  was  grateful  only  to  the  vain  and  Debates  on 

the  r  \  I '  i '  i  n 

idle  populace  of  Conftantinople,  whofe  poverty  exempted  them  from  war. 
tribute,  and  whofe  cowardice  was  feklom  expofed  to  military  fer- 
vice.    But  the  wifer  citizens,  who  judged  of  the  future  by  the  paft, 
revolved  in  their  memory  the  immenfe  lofs,  both  of  men  and  money, 
which  the  empire  had  fuftained  in  the  expedition  of  BafilifcuS.  The 
troops,  which,  after  five  laborious  campaigns,  had  been  recalled  from 
the  Perfian  frontier,  dreaded  the  fea,  the  climate,  and  the  arms  of 
an  unknown  enemy.    The  minifters  of  the  finances  computed,  as 
far  as  they  might  compute,  the  demands  of  an  African  war  ;  the 
taxes  which  muft  be  found  and  levied  to  fupply  thofe  infatiate  de- 
mands ;  and  the  danger,  left  their  own  lives,  or  at  lcaft  their  lucra- 
tive employments,  mould  be  made  refponfible  for  the  deficiency  of 
the  fupply.    Infpired  by  fuch  felfifh  motives  (for  we   may  not 
fufpect  him  of  any  zeal  for  the  public  good),  John  of  Cappadocia 
ventured  to  oppofe  in  full  council  the  inclinations  of  his  mafter. 
He  confeffed,  that  a  victory  of  fuch.  importance  could  not  be  too 
dearly  purchafed  ;  but  he  reprefented  in  a  grave  difcourfe  the  cer- 
tain difficulties  and  the  uncertain  event.  "  You  undertake,"  laid  the 
prsefect,  "  to  befiege  Carthage:  by  lancU  the  diftance  is  not  lela 

"  than 
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CHAP.  "  than  one  hundred  and  forty  days  journey  ;  on  the  fea,  a  whole 
r_  "_  _  __f  "  year*  muft  elapfe  before  you  can  receive  any  intelligence  from 
"  your  fleet.    If  Africa  fhould  be  reduced,  it  cannot  be  preferred 
"  without  the  additional  conqueft:  of  Sicily  and  Italy.    Succefs  will 
"  impofe  the  obligation  of  new  labours  ;  a  fingle  misfortune  will 
*'  attract  the  Barbarians  into  the  heart  of  your  exhausted  empire." 
Juftinian  felt  the  weight  of  this  falutary  advice  ;  he  was  confounded 
by  the  unwonted  freedom  of  an  obfequious  fervant ;  and  the  defign 
of  the  war  would  perhaps  have  been  relinquished,  if  his  courage 
had  not  been  revived  by  a  voice  wmich  filenced  the  doubts  of  pro- 
fane reafon.    "  I  have  feen  a  vifion,"  cried  an  artful  or  fanatic 
biihop  of  the  Eaft.    "  It  is  the  will  of  heaven,  O  emperor,  that 
"  you  mould  not  abandon  your  holy  enterprife  for  the  deliverance 
"  of  the  African  church.    The  God  of  battles  will  march  before 
"  your  ftandard,  and  difperfe  your  enemies,  who  are  the  enemies 
"  of  his  Son."    The  emperor  might  be  tempted,  and  his  counfellors 
were  conftrained,  to  give  credit  to  this  feafonable  revelation  :  but 
they  derived  more  rational  hope  from  the  revolt,  which  the  adhe- 
rents of  Hilderic  or  Athanafius  had  already  excited  on  the  borders 
of  the  Vandal  monarchy.    Pudentius,  an  African  fubject,,  had  pri- 
vately figniried  his  loyal  intentions,  and  a  fmall  military  aid  reftored 
the  province  of  Tripoli  to  the  obedience  of  the  Romans.    The  go- 
vernment of  Sardinia  had  been  entrufted  to  Godas,  a  valiant  Bar- 
barian :  he  fufpended  the  payment  of  tribute,  difclaimed  his  allegi- 
ance to  the  ufurper,  and  gave  audience  to  the  emiffaries  of  Juftinian, 
who  found  him  mafter  of  that  fruitful  ifland,  at  the  head  of  his 
guards,  and  proudly  inverted  with  the  enfigns  of  royalty.  The 
forces  of  the  Vandals  were  diminiflied  by  difcord  and  fufpicion  ;  the 

4  A  year — abfurd  exaggeration  !   The  con-  liflied  November  21,  of  the  fame  year.  In- 

queft  of  Africa  may  be  dated  A.  D.  533,  Sep-  eluding  the  voyage  and  return,  fuch  a  co.u- 

tember  14:  it  is  celebrated  by  Juftinian  in  putation  might  be  truly  applied  to  our  Indian 

the  preface  to  his  Inflitutes,  which  were  pub-  empir:. 
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Roman  armies  were  animated  by  the  fpirit  of  Belifarius  ;  one  of  c  H  A  P. 

thofe  heroic  names  which  are  familiar  to  every  age  and  to  every  «  ,  » 

nation. 

The  Africanns  of  new  Rome  was  born,  and  perhaps  educated,  Character 
among  the  Thracian  peafants  ,  without  any  of  thole  advantages  Belifarius. 
which  had  formed  the  virtues  of  the  elder  and  younger  Scipio  ;  a 
noble  origin,  liberal  ftudies,  and  the  emulation  of  a  free  ftatc.  The 
iTence  of  a  loquacious  lecretary  may  be  admitted,  to  prove  that  the 
youth  of  Belifarius  could  not  afford  any  fubjecl:  of  praife  :  he  ferved, 
moft  affuredly  with  valour  and  reputation,  among  the  private  guards 
of  Juftinian ;  and  when  his  patron  became  emperor,  the  domeftic 
was  promoted  to  military  command.    After  a  bold  inroad  into  Per- 
farmenia,  in  which  his  glory  was  fhared  by  a  colleague,  and  his 
progrefs  was  checked  by  an  enemy,  Belifarius  repaired  to  the  im- 
portant flation  of  Dara,  where  he  firft  accepted  the  fervice  of  Pro- 
copius,  the  faithful  companion,  and  diligent  hiftorian,  of  his  ex- 
ploits 6.    The  Mirranes  of  Perfia  advanced,  with  forty  thoufand  of  His  fervices 
her  beft  troops,  to  raze  the  fortifications  of  Dara ;  and  fignified  the  war, 
day  and  the  hour  on  which  the  citizens  fhould  prepare  a  bath  for    Mp— ej*. 
his  refremment  after  the  toils  of  victory.    He  encountered  an  ad- 
verfary  equal  to  himfelf,  by  the  new  title  of  General  of  the  Eaft  ; 
his  fuperior  in  the  fcience  of  war,  but  much  inferior  in  the  number 
and  quality  of  his  troops,  which  amounted  only  to  twenty-five 
thoufand  Romans  and  ftrangers,  relaxed  in  their  difcipline,  and 
humbled  by  recent  difafters.    As  the  level  plain  of  Dara  refufed  all 
fhelter  to  ftratagem  and  ambufh,  Belifarius  protected  his  front  with 

5  nr7*»To  h  0  B'.t.icrafio;  ix  Tt^xnat,  -n  ®^a-  mania,  a  metropolis  of  Thrace,  I  cannct  find 

xmn  xai  V^vfiw*  ftsra/t/  xurch  (Procop.  Van-  in  any  civil  or  ecclefiaftical  lifts  of  the  pro- 

dal.  1.  i.  c.  11.).   Aleman  (Not.  ad  Anecdot.  vinces  and  cities. 

p.  5.),  an  Italian,  could  eafily  rejed  the  6  The  two  iirft  Perfian  campaigns  of  Bell- 
German  vanity  of  Giphanius  and  Velferus,  farius  are  fairly  and  copioufly  related  by  his 
who  wi&ed  to  claim  the  hero;  but  his  Ger-  fecretary  (Pcrfic.  I.  i.  c.  12—18.)- 

a  deep 
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C  H  A  p.  a  deep  trench,  which  was  prolonged  at  firft  in  perpendicular,  and 

«  «  '  afterwards  in  parallel,  lines,  to  cover  the  wings  of  cavalry  advan- 

tageoufly  ported  to  command  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy. 
When  the  Roman  centre  was  fhaken,  their  well-timed  and  rapid 
charge  decided  the  conflict :  the  ftandard  of  Perfia  fell ;  the  immor- 
tals fled  ;  the  infantry  threw  away  their  bucklers,  and  eight  thoufand 
of  the  vanquished  were  left  on  the  field  of  battle.  In  the  next 
campaign,  Syria  was  invaded  on  the  fide  of  the  defert ;  and  Belifa- 
rius,  with  twenty  thoufand  men,  h aliened  from  Dara  to  the  relief 
of  the  province.  During  the  whole  fummer,  the  defigns  of  the 
enemy  were  baffled  by  his  fkilful  difpofitions  :  he  prefled  their  re- 
treat, occupied  each  night  their  camp  of  the  preceding  day,  and 
would  have  fecured  a  bloodlefs  victory,  if  he  could  have  refilled  the 
impatience  of  his  own  troops.  Their  valiant  promife  was  faintly  fup- 
ported  in  the  hour  of  battle  ;  the  right  wing  was  expofed  by  the 
treacherous  or  cowardly  defertion  of  the  Chriftian  Arabs  ;  the  Huns, 
a  veteran  band  of  eight  hundred  warriors,  were  opprefled  by  fupe- 
rior  numbers  ;  the  flight  of  the  Ifaurians  was  intercepted  ;  but  the 
Roman  infantry  flood  firm  on  the  left ;  for  Belifarius  himfelf,  dif- 
mounting  from  his  horfe,  fhevved  them  that  intrepid  defpair  was 
their  only  fafety.  They  turned  their  backs  to  the  Euphrates,  and 
their  faces  to  the  ■  enemy  :  innumerable  arrows  glanced  without 
effect  from  the  compact  and  (helving  order  of  their  bucklers;  an  im- 
penetrable line  of  pikes  was  oppofed  to  the  repeated  afTaults  of  the 
Perfian  cavalry ;  and  after  a  refiflance  of  many  hours,  the  remaining 
troops  were  fkilfully  embarked  under  the  (hadow  of  the  night.  The 
Perfian  commander  retired  with  diforder  and  difgrace,  to  anfwer  a 
(Irict  account  of  the  lives  of  fo  many  foldiers  which  he  had  con- 
fumed  in  a  barren  victory.  But  the  fame  of  Belifarius  was  not 
fullied  by  a  defeat,  in  which  he  alone  had  faved  his  army  from  the 
confequences  of  their  own  rafhnefs :  the  approach  of  peace  relieved 

him 
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-him  from  the  guard  of  the  eaftern  frontier,  and  his  conduct  in  the  CHAP. 

fedition  of  Condantinople  amply  difcharged  his  obligations  to  the  <  ,  ■ 

emperor.  When  the  African  war  became  the  topic  of  popular  dif- 
courfe  and  fecret  deliberation,  each  of  the  Roman  generals  was  ap- 
prehenfive,  rather  than  ambitious,  of  the  dangerous  honour;  but  as 
foon  as  Juftinian  had  declared  his  preference  of  fuperior  merit,  their 
envy  was  rekindled  by  the  unanimous  applaufe  which  was  given  to 
the  choice  of  Belifarius.  The  temper  of  the  Byzantine  court  may 
encourage  a  fufpicion,  that  the  hero  was  darkly  aflifted  by  the  in- 
trigues of  his  wife,  the  fair  and  fubtle  Antonina,  who  alternately 
enjoyed  the  confidence  and  incurred  the  hatred  of  the  emprefs 
Theodora.  The  birth  of  Antonina  was  ignoble,  me  defcended  from 
a  family  of  charioteers  ;  and  her  chaftity  has  been  (rained  with  the 
fouled  reproach.  Yet  me  reigned  with  long  and  abfolute  power 
over  the  mind  of  her  illudrious  hufband  ;  and  if  Antonina  difdained 
the  merit  of  conjugal  fidelity,  fhe  expreffed  a  manly  friendfhip  to 
Belifarius,  whom  fhe  accompanied  with  undaunted  refolution  in  all 
the  hardfhips  and  dangers  of  a  military  life7. 

The  preparations  for  the  African  war  were  not  unworthy  of  the  j?re^ra""°ns 
laft  conteft  between  Rome  and  Carthage.    The  pride  and  flower  of  can  war, 
the  army  confided  of  the  guards  of  Belifarius,  who,  according  to  the  5j3 
pernicious  indulgence  of  the  times,  devoted  themfelves  by  a  par- 
ticular oath  of  fidelity  to  the  fervice  of  their  patrons.  Their  drength 
and  ftature,  for  which  they  had  been  curioufly  felected,  the  good- 
nefs  of  their  horfes  and  armour,  and  the  affiduous  practice  of  all  the 
exercifes  of  war,  enabled  them  to  act  whatever  their  courage  might 
prompt ;  and  their  courage  was  exalted  by  the  focial  honour  of  their 
rank,  and  the  perfonal  ambition  of  favour  and  fortune.    Four  hun- 
dred of  the  braved  of  the  Heruli  marched  under  the  banner  of  the 


7  See  the  birth  and  character  of  Antonina,  in  the  Anecdotes,  c.  I.  and  th«  Notes  of  Ale- 
mannus,  p.  3. 

Vol.  IV.  S  faithful 
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C  xi.f  P*  ^**lilu1  anc*  a&ive  Pharas  ;  their  untraceable  valour  was  more  highly 
»— -— v — t  prized  than  the  tame  fubmiffion  of  the  Greeks  and  Syrians ;  and  of 
fuch  importance  was  it  deemed  to  procure  a  reinforcement  of  fix 
hundred  MafTagetat:,  or  Hun*,  that  they  were  allured  by  fraud  and 
deceit  to  engage  in  a  naval  expedition.  Five  thoufand  horfe  and 
ten  thoufand  foot  were  embarked  at  Conftantinople  for  the  conquer! 
of  Africa,  but  the  infantry,  for  the  moft  part  levied  in  Thrace  and 
Ifauria,  yielded  to  the  more  prevailing  ufe  and  reputation  of  the 
cavalry  ;  and  the  Scythian  bow  was  the  weapon  on  which  the 
armies  of  Rome  were  now  reduced  to  place  their  principal  depend- 
ence. From  a  laudable  defire  to  affert  the  dignity  of  his  theme, 
Procopius  defends  the  foldiers  of  his  own  time  againft  the  morofe 
critics,  who  confined  that  refpectable  name  to  the  heavy-armed 
warriors  of  antiquity,  and  malicioufly  obferved,  that  the  word 
archer  is  introduced  by  Homer 8  as  a  term  of  contempt.  "  Such 
"  contempt  might  perhaps  be  due  to  the  naked  youths  who  ap- 
"  peared  on  foot  in  the  fields  of  Troy,  and,  lurking  behind  a  tomb- 
"  ftone,  or  the  fhield  of  a  friend,  drew  the  bow-ftring  to  their 
"  bread',  and  difmiffed  a  feeble  and  lifelefs  arrow.  But  our  archers 
"  (purfues  the  hiftorian)  are  mounted  on  horfes,  which  they  manage 
M  with  admirable  fkill ;  their  head  and  moulders  are  protected  by  a 
"  cafk  or  buckler ;  they  wear  greaves  of  iron  on  their  legs,  and  their 
"  bodies  are  guarded  by  a  coat  of  mail.  On  their  right  fide  hangs 
"  a  quiver,  a  fword  on  their  left,  and  their  hand  is  accuftomed  to 
"  wield  a  lance  or  javelin  in  clofer  combat.  Their  bows  are  flrong 
"  and  weighty  ;  they  ihoot  in  every  poflible  direction,  advancing, 

'  See  the  Preface  of  Procopius.    The  ene-  haughty  warriors  who  infulced  them  as  wo- 

m'.es  of  archery  might  quote  the  reproaches  men  or  children. 

ofDiomede  (Iliad  A.  385,  &c.)  and  the  per-  9  Naqw  pe*  wtXfto-f»,  rc^u  h  aAtfw  (Iliad 
mittere  vulnera  ventis  of  Lucan  (viii.  384.):  A.  123.).  How  concife  — how  juft — how  beau- 
yet  the  Romans  could  not  defpife  the  arrows  tiful  is  the  whole  picture !  I  fee  the  attitudes  of 
of  the  Parthians ;  and  in  the  liege  of  Troy,  the  archer — I  hear  the  twanging  of  the  bow: 
1'andarus,  Paris,  and  Teucer,  pierced  thofe  A<y|i  |Sk>{,  nun  it  yuy  *ax'r»  *^Ta  i*Krer> 

.   "  retreat- 
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"  retreating,  to  the  front,  to  the  rear,  or  to  either  flank  ;  and  as 
"  they  are  taught  to  draw  the  bow-ftring  not  to  the  breaft,  but  to 
"  the  right  ear,  firm  indeed  muft  be  the  armour  that  can  refill  the 
"  rapid  violence  of  their  fhaft."  Five  hundred  tranfports,  navigated 
by  twenty  thoufand  mariners  of  Egypt,  Cilicia,  and  Ionia,  were  col- 
lected in  the  harbour  of  Conftantinople.  The  fmalleft  of  thefe  vefleiS 
may  be  computed  at  thirty,  the  largeft  at  five  hundred,  tons ;  and 
the  fair  average  will  fupply  an  allowance,  liberal,  but  not  profufe, 
of  about  one  hundred  thoufand  tons'0,  for  the  reception  of  thirty- 
five  thoufand  foldiers  and  failors,  of  five  thoufand  horfes,  of  arms, 
engines,  and  military  ftores,  and  of  a  fufficient  ftock  of  water  and 
proviiions  for  a  voyage,  perhaps,  of  three  months.  The  proud 
gallies,  which  in  former  ages  fwept  the  Mediterranean  with  fo  many 
hundred  oars,  had  long  fmce  difappeared  ;  and  the  fleet  of  Juftinian 
was  efcorted  only  by  ninety-two  light  brigantines,  covered  from  the 
miflile  weapons  of  the  enemy,  and  rowed  by  two  thoufand  of  the 
brave  and  robuft  youth  of  Conftantinople.  Twenty-two  generals  are 
named,  mod  of  whom  were  afterwards  diftinguifhed  in  the  wars  of 
Africa  and  Italy  :  but  the  fupreme  command,  both  by  land  and  fea 
was  delegated  to  Belifarius  alone,  with  a  boundlefs  power  of  acting 
according  to  his  difcretion  as  if  the  emperor  himfelf  were  prefent. 
The  feparation  of  the  naval  and  military  profeflions  is  at  once  the 
effect  and  the  caufe  of  the  modern  improvements  in  the  fcience  of 
navigation  and  maritime  war. 

10  The  text  appears  to  allow  for  the  largfft  and  indeed  a  ftranger  miflake,  ha:  crept  into 

vefi'els  50,000  medimni,  or  3000  tons  (fjnce  the  an  oration  of  Dinarchus  (contra  Demofthe- 

medimnus  weighed  160  Roman,  or  noaverdu-  nem,  in  Reilte  Orator.  Gra^c.  torn.  iv.  P.  ii. 

pois,  pounds).    I  have  given  a  more  rational  p.  34.).    By  ieducing  the  uu/r.beroi  mips  from 

interpretation,  by  fjppofing  that  the  Attic  fty!«  500  to  50,  and  tranflating  pa&pMi  by  mines,  or 

of  Procopius  conceals  the  legal  and  popular  pounds,  Coufin  has  generouily  allowed  500 

mtodius,  a  fixth  part  of  the  medimnus  (Hooper's  tons  for  the  whole  of  the  ImpvriaJ  fleet!  — 

Aacient  Measures,  p.  152,  &c).  A  contrary,  Did  he  never  think? 

S  2  la 
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CHAP.      Ia  the  feventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Juftinian,  and  about  the  time  of 

v  .  >   the  f u miner  folftice,  the  whole  fleet  of  fix  hundred  ihips  was  ranged 

the  fleet,  in  martial  pomp  before  the  gardens  of  the  palace.  The  patriarch 
fune.  533'  pronounced  his  benediction,  the  emperor  fignified  his  laft  commands, 
the  general's  trumpet  gave  the  fignal  of  departure,  and  every  heart, 
according  to  its  fears  or  wifhes,  explored  with  anxious  curiofity  the 
omens  of  misfortune  and  fuccefs.  The  firft  halt  was  made  at  Perin- 
thus  or  Heraclea,  where  Belifarius  waited  five  days  to  receive  fome 
Thracian  horfes,  a  military  gift  of  his  fovereign.  From  thence  the 
fleet  purfued  their  courfe  through  the  midft  of  the  Propontis  ;  but 
as  they  ftruggled  to  pafs  the  ftreights  of  the  Hellefpont,  an  unfa- 
vourable wind  detained  them  four  days  at.  Abydus,  where  the  ge- 
neral exhibited  a  memorable  leflbn  of  firmnefs  and  feverity.  Two 
of  the  Huns,  who  in  a  drunken  quarrel  had  flain  one  of  their 
fellow-foldiers,  were  inftantly  fhewn  to  the  army  fufpended  on  a 
lofty  gibbet.  The  national  indignity  was  refented  by  their  coun- 
trymen, who  difclaimed  the  fervile  laws  of  the  empire,  and  afferted 
the  free  privilege  of  Scythia,  where  a  fmall  fine  was  allowed  to 
expiate  the  hafty  fallies  of  intemperance  and  anger.  Their  com- 
plaints were  fpecious,  their  clamours  were  loud,  and  the  Romans 
wrere  not  averfe  to  the  example  of  diforder  and  impunity.  But  the 
riling  fedition  was  appeafed  by  the  authority  and  eloquence  of  the 
general  :  and  he  reprefented  to  the  aflembled  troops  the  obligation 
of  juftice,  the  importance  of  difcipline,  the  rewards  of  piety  an3 
virtue,  and  the  unpardonable  guilt  of  murder,  which,  in  his  appre- 
henfion,  was  aggravated  rather  than  excufed  by  the  vice  of  intoxi- 
cation".   In  the  navigation  from  the  Hellefpont  to  Peloponnefus, 

11  1  have  read  of  a  Greek  Iegiftator,  who    agreed  that  this  was  rather  a  political  than  a 
infli&ed  a  double  penalty  on  the  crimes  com-    moral  law, 
mitted  in  a  ftate  of  intoxication  ;  but  it  fcems 

which. 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


'33 


which  the  Greeks,  after  the  fiege  of  Troy,  had  performed  in  four  CHAP. 

days 11 ;  the  fleet  of  Belifarius  was  guided  in  their  courfe  by  his 

mafter-gailey,  confpicuous  in  the  day  by  the  rednefs  of  the  fails, 

and  in  the  night  by  the  torches  blazing  from  the  maft-head.    It  was 

the  duty  of  the  pilots,  as  they  fteered  between  the  iflands,  and 

turned  the  capes  of  Malea  and  Tsenarium,  to  preferve  the  juft  order 

and  regular  intervals  of  fuch  a  multitude  of  mips  ;  as  the  wind  was 

fair  and  moderate,  their  labours  were  not  unfuccefsful,  and  the 

troops  were  fafely  difembarked  at  Methone  on  the  Meffenian  coafr, 

to  repofe  themfelves  for  a  while  after  the  fatigues  of  the  fea.    In  this 

place  they  experienced  how  avarice,  inverted  with  authority,  may 

fport  with  the  lives  of  thoufands  which  are  bravely  expofed  for  the 

public  fervice.    According  to  military  practice,  the  bread  or  bifcuit 

of  the  Romans  was  twice  prepared  in  the  oven,  and  a  diminution 

of  one-fourth  was  cheerfully  allowed  for  the  lofs  of  weight.  To 

gain  this  miferable  profit,  and  to  fave  the  expence  of  wood,  the 

prefect  John  of  Cappadocia  had  given  orders,  that  the  flour  mould 

be  flightly  baked  by  the  fame  fire  which  warmed  the  baths  of  Con- 

ftantinople  ;  and  when  the  facks  were  opened,  a  foft  and  mouldy 

pafte  was  diftributed  to  the  army.    Such  unwholefome  food,  aflifted 

by  the  heat  of  the  climate  and  feafon,  foon  produced  an  epidemical 

difeafe,  which  fwept  away  five  hundred  foldiers.     Their  health 

was  reftored  by  the  diligence  of  Belifarius,  who  provided  frefh  bread 

at  Methone,  and  boldly  expreifed  his  juft  and  humane  indignation  : 

the  emperor  heard  his  complaint  ;  the  general  was  praifed  ;  but  the 

minifter  was  not  punifhed.    From  the  port  of  Methone,  the  pilots 

11  Or  even  in  three  dayj,  fince  they  anchor-    mer,  OdylT.  r.  130  —  183.    Wood's  Eflay  ou 
e-d  the  firft  evening  in  the  neighbouring  ifle  of    Homer,  p.  40 — 46.).    A  pirate  failed  from 
Tenedos :  the  fecond  day  they  failed  to  Lef-    the  Hellefpont  to  the  fea-port  of  Sparta  in, 
bos,  the  third  to  the  promontory  of  Euboea,    three  days  (Xenophon,  Hellen.  1.  ii.  c.  1.). 
and  on  the  founh  they  reached  Argos  (Ho- 

ftcered 
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A  r.  fteered  along  the  weftern  coaft  of  Peloponnefus,  as  far  as  the  ifle  'of 
Zacynthus  or  Zant,  before  they  undertook  the  voyage  (in  their  eyes 
a  moft  arduous  voyage)  of  one  hundred  leagues  over  the  Ionian 
fea.  As  the  fleet  was  furprifed  by  a  calm,  fixteen  days  were  con- 
fumed  in  the  flow  navigation ;  and  even  the  general  would  have 
fuffered  the  intolerable  hardfhip  of  thirft,  if  the  ingenuity  of  Anto- 
nina  had  not  preferved  the  water  in  glafs-bottles,  which  Ihe  buried 
deep  in  the  fand  in  a  part  of  the  fhip  impervious  to  the  rays  of 
the  fun.  At  length  the  harbour  of  Caucana  ,3,  on  the  fouthern  fide 
of  Sicily,  afforded  a  fecure  and  hofpitable  fhelter.  The  Gothic 
officers  who  governed  the  ifland  in  the  name  of  the  daughter  and 
grandfon  of  Theodoric,  obeyed  their  imprudent  orders,  to  receive 
the  troops  of  Juftinian  like  friends  and  allies  :  provisions  were  libe- 
lally  fuppljed,  the  cavalry  was  remounted  and  Procopius  foon 
returned  from  Syracufe  with  correct  information  of  the  ftate  and 
defigns  of  the  Vandals.  His  intelligence  determined  Belifarius  to 
haften  his  operations,  and  his  wife  impatience  was  feconded  by  the 
winds.  The  fleet  loft  fight  of  Sicily,  palled  before  the  ifle  of  Malta, 
difcovered  the  capes  of  Africa,  ran  along  the  coaft  with  a  ftrong  gale 
from  the  north-eaft,  and  finally  caft  anchor  at  the  promontory  of 
Caput  vada,  about  five  days  journey  to  the  fouth  of  Carthage". 
Belifarius  If  Gelimer  had  been  informed  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 

coaft^fVfri-  he  -muft  have  delayed  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia,  for  the  immediate 
£*~SePtem"  defence  of  his  perfon  and  kingdom.    A  detachment  of  five  thou- 


13  Caucana,  near  Camarina,  is  at  lead  50  immortalized  by  Pindar,  were  bred  in  this 

miles  (350  or  4C0  ftadia)  from  Syracufe  (Clu-  country. 

ver,  Sicilia  Antiqua,  p.  191.).  "  The  Caput  vada  of  Procopius  (where 

**  Procopius,  Gothic.  L.  i.  c.  3.    Tibi  tol-  Juftinian  afterwards  founded  a  city — de  Edi- 

lit  hinnitum  apta  quadrigis  equa,  in  the  Si-  fie.,  I.  vi.  c.  6.)  is  the  promontory  of  Am- 

cilian  paltures  of  Grofphus  (Horat.  Carm.  men  in  Strabo,  the  Brachodes  of  Ptolemy, 

ii.  16.).     Acragas  ....  inagnaniinum  quon-  the  Capaudia  of  the  moderns,  a  long  narrow 

d;im  generator  equorum  (Virgil.  ^Eneil.  iii.  flip  that  runs  into  the  Tea  (Shaw's  Travels, 


704  ).    Thero's  horfes,  whofe  victories  are    p.  III.). 
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fand  foldiers,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  gallies,  would  have  c  f  p> 
joined  the  remaining  forces'  of  the  Vandals ;  and  the  defcendant  of  v.-  •  ~» 
Genferic  might  have  furprifed  and  opprefled  a  fleet  of  deep-laden 
tranfports  incapable  of  action,  and  of  light  brigantines  that  feera 
only  qualified  for  flight.  Belifarius  had  fecretly  trembled  when  he 
overheard  his  foldiers,  in  the  paflage,  emboldening  each  other  to 
confefs  their  apprehenfions :  if  they  were  once  on  more,  they  hoped 
to  maintain  the  honour  of  their  arms  ;  but  if  they  fhould  be  at- 
tacked at  fea,  they  did  not  blufli  to  acknowledge  that  they  wanted 
courage  to  contend  at  the  fame  time  with  the  winds,  the  waves,  and 
the  Barbarians'6.  The  knowledge  of  their  fentiments  decided  Beli- 
farius to  feize  the  firft  opportunity  of  landing  them  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa ;  and  he  prudently  rejected,  in  a  council  of  war,  the  propo- 
fal  of  failing  with  the  fleet  and  army  into  the  port  of  Carthage. 
Three  months  after  their  departure  from  Conftantinophe,  the  men 
and  horfes,  the  arms  and  military  flores,  were  fafely  difembarked, 
and  five  foldiers  were  left  as  a  guard  on  board  each  of  the  fhips, 
which  were  difpofed  in  the  form  of  a  femicircle.  The  remainder 
of  the  troops  occupied  a  camp  on  the  fea-fhore,  which  they  fortified, 
according  to  ancient  difcipline,  with  a  ditch  and  rampart ;  and  the 
difcovery  of  a  fource  of  frefh  water,  while  it  allayed  the  thirft,  ex- 
cited the  fuperftitious  confidence,  of  the  Romans.  The  next  morn- 
ing, fome  of  the  neighbouring  gardens  were  pillaged  ;  and  Belifa- 
rius, after  chaftifing  the  offenders,  embraced  the  flight  occafion,  but 
the  decifive  moment,  of  inculcating  the  maxims  of  juftice,  modera- 
tion, and  genuine  policy.  "  When  I  firft  accepted  the  commiffion 
"  of  fubduing  Africa,  I  depended  much  Iefs,''  faid  the  general,  u  on 
"  the  numbers,  or  even  the  bravery,  of  my  troops,  than  upon  the 

16  A  centurion  of  Mark  .Antony  exprefied,  like  to  the  fea  and  to  naval  combats  (P!u- 
though  in  a  more  manly  ftrain,  the  fame  dif-    tarch  in  Antonio,  p.  1730.  edit.ilen.  Steph.). 

"  friendly 
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"  friendly  dii'pofition  of  the  natives,  and  their  immortal  hatred  to 
"  the  Vandals.  You  alone  can  deprive  me  of  this  hope  :  if  you 
"  continue  to  extort  by  rapine  what  might  be  purchafed  for  a  -little 
"  money,  fuch  acts  of  violence  will  reconcile  thefe  implacable  ene- 
u  mies,  and  unite  them  in  a  juft  and  holy  league  againft  the  invaders 
"  of  their  country."  Thefe  exhortations  were  enforced  by  a  rigid 
dilcipline  ;  of  which  the  foldiers  themfelves  foon  felt  and  praifed 
the  ialutary  effects.  The  inhabitants,  inftead  of  deferting  their 
houfes,  or  hiding  their  corn,  fupplied  the  Romans  with  a  fair  and 
liberal  market :  the  civil  officers  of  the  province  continued  to  exer- 
cife  their  functions  in  the  name  of  Juftinian  ;  and  the  clergy,  from 
motives  of  confcience  and  intereft,  afTiduoufly  laboured  to  promote 
the  caufe  of  a  Catholic  emperor.  The  fmall  town  of  Sullecte'7,  one 
day's  journey  from  the  camp,  had  the  honour  of  being  foremoft  to 
open  her  gates,  and  to  refume  her  ancient  allegiance  :  the  larger 
cities  of  Leptis  and  Adrumetum  imitated  the  example  of  loyalty  as 
foon  as  Belifarius  appeared ;  and  he  advanced  without  oppofition  as 
far  as  GrafTe,  a  palace  of  the  Vandal  kings,  at  the  diftance  of  fifty- 
miles  from  Carthage.  The  weary  Romans  indulged  themfelves  in 
the  refrefhment  of  fhady  groves,  cool  fountains,  and  delicious  fruits ; 
and  the  preference  which  Prccopius  allows  to  thefe  gardens  over  any 
that  he  had  feen,  either  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft,  may  be  afcribed  either 
to  the  tafte  or  the  fatigue  of  the  hiftorian.  In  three  generations, 
profperity  and  a  warm  climate  had  diifolved  the  hardy  virtue  of  the 
Vandals,  who  infenfibly  became  the  mod  luxurious  of  mankind. 
In  their  villas  and  gardens,  which  might  deferve  the  Perfian  name 

17  Sulle&e  is  perhaps  tke  Tunis  Hanniba-  campaign  of  Cxfar  (Hirtius,  de  Bello  Afri- 

lis,  an  old  building,  now  as  large  as  the  Tower  cano,  with  the  Analyfe  of  Guichardt),  and 

oi  London.   The  march  of  Belifarius  to Lep-  Shaw's  Trarels  (p.  105 — 113-)  in  the  fame 

tis,  Adrumetum,  &c.  is  illultrated  by  the  country. 
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of paradifeli ',  they  enjoyed  a  cool  and  elegant  repofe  ;  and,  after  the  c  \[.  A 

•daily  ufe  of  the  bath,  the  Barbarians  were  feated  at  a  table  profuiely  «  „  • 

fpread  with  the  delicacies  of  the  land  and  fea.  Their  filken  robes, 
loofely  flowing  after  the  fafliion  of  the  Medes,  were  embroidered 
with  gold  :  love  and  hunting  were  the  labours  of  their  life,  and 
their  vacant  hours  were  amufed  by  pantomimes,  chariot-races,  and 
the  mufic  and  dances  of  the  theatre. 

In  a  march  of  ten  or  twelve  days,  the  vigilance  of  Belifarius  was  Defeats  the 

i  i         •  •    n    i  •  r  •        i  Vandals  in  a 

conftantly  awake  and  adhve  againlt  his  unfeen  enemies,  by  whom  firft  battle, 
in  every  place,  and  at  every  hour,  he  might  be  fuddenly  attacked. 
An  officer  of  confidence  and  merit,  John  the  Armenian,  led  the  van- 
guard of  three  hundred  horfe  ;  fix  hundred  Maflagetre  covered  at 
a  certain  diftance  the  left  flank  ;  and  the  whole  fleet,  fleering  along 
the  coaft,  feldom  loft  fight  of  the  army,  which  moved  each  day 
about  twelve  miles,  and  lodged  in  the  evening  in  ftrong  camps,  or 
in  friendly  towns. .  The  near  approach  of  the  Romans  to  Carthage 
filled  the  mind  of  Gelimer  with  anxiety  and  terror.    He  prudently 
wifhed  to  protracT:  the  war  till  his  brother,  with  his  veteran  troops, 
fhould  return  from  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia ;  and  he  now  lamented 
the  rafh  policy  of  his  anceftors,  who,  by  deftroying  the  fortifications 
of  Africa,  had  left  him  only  the  dangerous  refource  of  Hiking  a 
battle  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his  capital.    The  Vandal  conquerors, 
from  their  original  number  of  fifty  thoufand,  were  multiplied,  with- 
out including  their  women  and  children,  to  one  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  fighting  men  :  and  fuch  forces,  animated  with  valour  and 
union,  might  have  crufhed,  at  their  firft  landing,  the  feeble  and  ex- 
hausted bands  of  the  Roman  general.    But  the  friends  of  the  captive 
king  were  more  inclined  to  accept  the  invitations,  than  to  refift  the 

18  nafaJii<7o?  *aX*.«-o-  ctwxtrvi  Jr  q/stfK  p.  774.).     See,  in  the  Greek  romances. 

The  paradifes,  a  name  and  fafliion  adopted  their  moll  perfect  model  (Longus,  Paftoral. 

from  Perfia,  may  be  reprefented  by  the  royal  I.  iv.  p.  99—101.     Achilles  Tatius,  1.  i. 

garden   of   lfpahan    (Voyage   d'Olearius,  p.  22,  23.). 

Vol.  IV.  T  progrefs, 
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progrefs,  of  Belifarius ;  and  many  a  proud  Barbarian  difguifed  his 
averfion  to  war  under  the  more  fpecious  name  of  his  hatred  to  the 
ufurper.  Yet  the  authority  and  promifes  of  Gclimer  collected  a 
formidable  army,  and  his  plans  were  concerted  with  fome  degree  of 
military  {kill.  An  order  was  difpatched  to  his  brother  Ammatas,  to 
collect  all  the  forces  of  Carthage,,  and  to  encounter  the  van  of  the 
Roman  army  at  the  diftance  of  ten  miles  from  the  city  :  his  nephew 
Gibamund,  with  two  thoufand  horfe,  was  deftined  to  attack  their 
left,  when  the  monarch  himfelf,  who  filently  followed,  mould  charge 
their  rear,  in  a  fituation  which  excluded  them  from  the  aid  or  even 
the  view  of  their  fleet.  But  the  ramnefs  of  Ammatas  was  fatal 
to  himfelf  and  his  country.  He  anticipated  the  hour  of  the  attack, 
outftripped  his  tardy  followers,  and  was  pierced  with  a  mortal 
wound,  after  he  had  flain  with  his  own  hand  twelve  of  his  boldeft 
antagonifts.  His  Vandals  fled  to  Carthage ;  the  highway,  almoft 
ten  miles,  was  ftrewed  with  dead  bodies;  and  it  feemed  incredible 
that  fuch  multitudes  could  be  flaughtered  by  the  fwords  of  three 
hundred  Romans.  The  nephew  of  Gelimer  was  defeated  after  a 
ilight  combat  by  the  fix  hundred  Maffagetse  :  they  did  not  equal 
the  third  part  of  his  numbers;  but  each  Scythian  was  fired  by  the 
example  of  his  chief,  who  glorioufly  exerciied  the  privilege  of  his 
family,  by  riding  foremoft  and  alone  to  (hoot  the  firft  arrow  againft 
the  enemy.  In  the  mean  whiler  Gelimer  himfelf,  ignorant  of  the 
event,  and  mifguided  by  the  windings  of  the  hill?,  inadvertently 
palled  the  Roman  army,  and  reached  the  fcene  of  action  where  Am- 
matas had  fallen.  He  wept  the  fate  of  his  brother  and  of  Carthage, 
charged  with  irrefiftible  fury  the  advancing  fquadrons,  and  might 
have  purfued,  and  perhaps  decided  the  victory,  if  he  had  not  wailed 
thofe  ineftimable  moments  in  the  difcharge  of  a  vain,  though  pious, 
duty  to  the  dead.  While  his  fpirit  was  broken  by  this  mournful 
office,  he  heard  the  trumpet  of  Belifarius,.  who,  leaving  Antonina 

and 
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and  his  infantry  in  the  camp,  prefled  forwards  with  his  guards  and  C  II  A  p. 

the  remainder  of  the  cavalry  to  rally  his  flying  troops,  and  to  reftore    v  — v — _/ 

the  fortune  of  the  day.  Much  room  could  not  be  found  in  this 
diforderly  battle  for  the  talents  of  a  general ;  but  the  king  fled  before 
the  hero ;  and  the  Vandals,  accuftomed  only  to  a  Moorifh  enemy, 
were  incapable  of  withstanding  the  arms  and  difcipline  of  the 
Romans.  Gelimer  retired  with  hafty  fteps  towards  the  defert  of  Nu- 
midia  ;  but  lie  had  foon  the  confolation  of  learning  that  his  private 
orders  for  the  execution  of  Hilderic  and  his  captive  friends  had  been 
faithfully  obeyed.  The  tyrant's  revenge  was  ufeful  only  to  his 
enemies.  The  death  of  a  lawful  prince  excited  the  companion  of 
his  people ;  his  life  might  have  perplexed  the  victorious  Romans  ; 
and  the  lieutenant  of  Juftinian,  by  a  crime  of  which  he  was  inno- 
cent, was  relieved  from  the  painful  alternative  of  forfeiting  his 
honour  or  relinquifhing  his  conquefts. 

As  foon  as  the  tumult  had  fubfided,  the  feveral  parts  of  the  army  Redu(^ion  of 

.  .      .  Carthage, 

informed  each  other  of  the  accidents  of  the  day;  and  Belifarius  A.D.  533, 


pitched  his  camp  on  the  field  of  victory,  to  which  the  tenth  mile- 
ftone  from  Carthage  had  applied  the  Latin  appellation  of  decimus. 
From  a  wife  fufpicion  of  the  ftratagems  and  refources  of  the  Vandals, 
he  marched  the  next  day  in  order  of  battle,  halted  in  the  evening 
before  the  gates  of  Carthage,  and  allowed  a  night  of  repofe,  that  he 
might  not,  in  darknefs  and  diforder,  expofe  the  city  to  the  licence  of 
the  foldiers,  or  the  foldiers  themfelves  to  the  fecret  ambum  of  the 
city.  But  as  the  fears  of  Belifarius  were  the  remit  of  calm  and  in- 
trepid reafon,  he  was  foon  fatisfied  that  he  might  confide,  without 
danger,  in  the  peaceful  and  friendly  afpect  of  the  capital.  Carthage 
blazed  with  innumerable  torches,  the  fignals  of  the  public  joy  ;  the 
chain  was  removed  that  guarded  the  entrance  of  the  port ;  the  gates 
were  thrown  open,  and  the  people,  with  acclamations  of  gratitude, 
hailed  and  invited  their  Roman  deliverers.    The  defeat  of  the  Van- 

T  2  dais, 
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°  XL?  ?"  C^S'  anc*       ^"ree^om  °f  Africa,  were  announced  to  the  city  on  the- 

«  ,  «   eve  of  St.  Cyprian,  when  the  churches  were  already  adorned  and 

illuminated  for  the  feftival  of  the  martyr,  whom  three  centuries  of 
fuperftition  had  almoft  raifed  to  a  local  deity.  The  Arians,  con- 
fcious  that  their  reign  had  expired,  refigned  the  temple  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, who  refcued  their  faint  from  profane  hands,  performed  the 
holy  rites,  and  loudly  proclaimed  the  creed  of  Athanafius  and  Jufti- 
nian.  One  awful  hour  reverfed  the  fortunes  of  the  contending 
parties.  The  fuppliant  Vandals,  who  had  fo  lately  indulged  the  vices 
of  conquerors,  fought  an  humble  refuge  in  the  fanctuary  of  the 
church  ;  while  the  merchants  of  the  Eaft  were  delivered  from  the 
deepeft  dungeon  of  the  palace  by  their  affrighted  keeper,  who  im- 
plored the  protection  of  his  captives,  and  fhewed  them  through  an 
aperture  in  the  wall,  the  fails  of  the  Roman  fleet.  After  their  fepa- 
ration  from  the  army,  the  naval  commanders  had  proceeded  with 
flow  caution  along  the  coaft,  till  they  reached  the  Hermasan  pro- 
montory, and  obtained  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  victory  of  Belifa- 
rius.  Faithful  to  his  inftructions,  they  would  have  caft  anchor 
about  twenty  miles  from  Carthage,  if  the  more  fkilful  feamen  had 
not  reprefented  the  perils  of  the  fhore,  and  the  figns  of  an  impend- 
ing tempeft.  Still  ignorant  of  the  revolution,  they  declined,  how- 
ever, the  rafh  attempt  of  forcing  the  chain  of  the  port ;  and  the  ad- 
jacent harbour  and  fuburb  of  Mandracium  were  infulted  only  by 
the  rapine  of  a  private  officer  who  difobeyed  and  deferted  his  leaders. 
But  the  Imperial  fleet,  advancing  with  a  fair  wind,  fleered  through 
the  narrow  entrance  of  the  Goletta,  and  occupied  in  the  deep  and  ca- 
pacious lake  of  Tunis  a  fecure  ftation  about  five  miles  from  the  capi- 
tal'9.   No  fooner  was  Belifarius  informed  of  their  arrival,  "than  he 

difpatched 

19  The  neighbourhood  of  Carthage,  the    almoft  as  much  as  the  works  of  man.  The 
fea,  the  land,  and  the  rivers,  are  changed    ifthmus,  or  neck,  of  the  city  is  now  con- 
founded 
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difpatched  orders,  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  mariners  mould  be 
immediately  landed  to  join  the  triumph,  and  to  fwell  the  apparent 
numbers  of  the  Romans.    Before  he  allowed  them  to  enter  the  gates 
of  Carthage,  he  exhorted  them,  in  a  difcourfe  worthy  of  himfelf 
and  the  occafion,  not  to  difgrace  the  glory  of  their  arms ;  and  to  re- 
member that  the  Vandals  had  been  the  tyrants,  but  that  they  were 
the  deliverers  of  the  Africans,  who  muft  now  be  refpected  as  the 
voluntary  and  affectionate  fiibjects  of  their  common  fovereign.  The 
Romans  marched  through  the  ftreets  in  clofe  ranks,  prepared  for 
battle  if  an  enemy  had  appeared ;  the  ftrict  order  maintained  by 
the  general  imprinted  on  their  minds  the  duty  of  obedience  ;  and 
in  an  age  in  which  cuftom  and  impunity  almofl  fanctified  the  abufe 
of  conqueft,  the  genius  of  one  man  repreffed  the  paffions  of  a  vic- 
torious army.    The  voice  of  menace  and  complaint  was  filent ;  the 
trade  of  Carthage  was  not  interrupted  ;  while  Africa  changed  her 
mafter  and  her  government,  the  mops  continued  open  and  bufy ; 
and  the  foldiers,  after  fufficient  guards  had  been  pofted,  modeftly 
departed  to  the  houfes  which  were  allotted  for  their  reception.  Be- 
Iifarius  fixed  his  refidence  in  the  palace  ;  feated  himfelf  on  the  throne 
of  Genferic  ;  accepted  and  diftributed  the  Barbaric  fpoil ;  granted 
their  lives  to  the  fuppliant  Vandals  ;  and  laboured  to  repair  the  da- 
mage which  the  fuburb  of  Mandracium  had  fuftained  in  the  preced- 
ing night.    At  fupper  he  entertained  his  principal  officers  with  the 
form  and  magnificence  of  a  royal  banquet 20.    The  victor  was  re- 
fpeclfully  ferved  by  the  captive  officers  of  the  houfehold  ;  and  in  the 

founded  with  the  continent:  the  harbour  is  ,a  From  Delphi,  the  name  of  Delphicum 
a  dry  plain  ;  and  the  lake,  or  ftagnum,  no  was  given,  both  in  Greek  and  Latin,  to  a 
more  than  a  morafs,  with  fix  or  feven  feet  tripod  ;  and,  by  an  eafy  analogy,  the  fame  ap- 
water  in  the  mid-channel.  See  d'Anville  pellation  was  extended  at  Rome,  Conftanti- 
(Geographie  Ancienne,  torn.  iii.  p.  82.),  nople,  and  Carthage,  to  the  royal  banquet- 
Shaw  (Travels,  p.  77 — 84  ),  Marmol  (De-  ing  room  (Procopius,  Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  21. 
fcription  de  l'Afrique,  torn.  ii.  p.  465.),  and  Ducange,  GIofT.  Grasc.  p.  277.  AityMw*. 
Thuanus  (Iviii.  12.  torn.  iii.  p.  334.).  ad  Alexiad.  p.  412.). 

6  moments- 
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C  H  A  P.  moments  of  feftivity,  when  the  impartial  fpedtators  applauded  the 

XL  a. 

v — ~t  fortune  and  merit  of  Belifarius,  his  envious  flatterers  fecretly  fhed 
their  venom  on  every  word  and  gefture  which  might  alarm  the 
fufpicions  of  a  jealous  monarch.  One  day  was  given  to  thefe  pomp- 
ous fcenes,  which  may  not  be  defpifed  as  ufelefs  if  they  attracted 
the  popular  veneration ;  but  the  active  mind  of  Belifarius,  which 
in  the  pride  of  victory  could  fuppofe  a  defeat,  had  ajready  refolved, 
that  the  Roman  empire  in  Africa  fhould  not  depend  on  the  chance 
of  arms,  or  the  favour  of  the  people.  The  fortifications  of  Carthage 
had  alone  been  exempted  from  the  general  profcripticn  j  but  in  the 
reign  of  ninety-five  years  they  were  fullered  to  decay  by  the 
thoughtlefs  and  indolent  Vandals.  A  wifer  conqueror  reftored  with 
incredible  difpatch  the  walls  and  ditches  of  the  city.  His  liberality 
encouraged  the  workmen  ;  the  foldiers,  the  mariners,  and  the  citi- 
zens, vied  with  each  other  in  the  falutary  labour  j  and  Gelimer, 
who  had  feared  to  truft  his  perfon  in  an  open  town,  beheld  with 
aftonifhment  and  deipair  the  riling  ftrength  of  an  impregnable  for- 
trefs. 

Final  defeat  That  unfortunate  monarch,  after  the  lofs  of  his  capital,  applied 
of  Gelimer     himfelf  to  collect  the  remains  of  an  army  fcattered,  rather  than 

anu  Xne  «  -  * 

Vand  is  deftroyed,  by  the  preceding  battle ;  and  the  hopes  of  pillage  at- 
November,  tracted  fome  Mooriih  bands  to  the  ftandard  of  Gelimer.  He  en- 
camped in  the  fields  of  Bulla,  four  days  journey  from  Carthage  ; 
infulted  the  capital,  which  he  dcpri\ed  cf  the  ufe  of  an  aqueduct; 
propofed  an  high  reward  for  the  head  of  every  Roman  ;  affected  to 
fpare  the  perfons  and  property  of  his  African  fuSjects,  and  fecretly 
negociated  with  the  Arian  fectaries  and  the  confederate  Huns. 
Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  conqueft  of  Sardinia  ferved  only  to 
aggravate  his  diftrefs :  he  reflected  with  the  deepeft  anguifn,  that  he 
had  wafted,  in  that  ufelefs  enterprife,  five  thoufand  cf  his  braveft 
troops ;  and  he  read,  with  grief  and  fhame,  the  victorious  letters  of 

his 
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his  brother  Zano,  who  expreffed  a  fanguine  confidence  that  the  king,  c  Hf  £  p- 
after  the  example  of  their  anceftors,  had  already  chaftifed  the  rafh-  » — »-v  * 
nefs  of  the  Roman  invader.    "  Alas !  my  brother,"  replied  Geli- 
mer,  "  Heaven  has  declared  againft  our  unhappy  nation.  While 
"  you  have  fubdued  Sardinia,  we  have  loft  Africa.    No  fooner  did 
w  Belifarius  appear  with  a  handful  of  foldiers,  than  courage  and 
"  profperity  deferted  the  caufe  of  the  Vandals.    Your  nephew  Gi- 
"  bamund,  your  brother  Ammatas,  have  been  betrayed  to  death  by 
"  the  cowardice  of  their  followers.    Our  horfes,  cur  mips,  Car- 
"  thage  itfelf,  and  all  Africa,  are  in  the  power  of  the  enemy.  Yet 
the  Vandals  flill  prefer  an  ignominious  repofe,  at  the  expence  of 
their  wives  and  children,  their  wealth  and  liberty.    Nothing  now 
remains,  except  the  field  of  BuMa,  and  the  hope  of  your  valour. 
Abandon  Sardinia  ;  fly  to  our  relief ;  reftore  our  empire,  or  perifh 
by  our  fide."    On  the  receipt  of  this  epiftle,  Zano  imparted  his 
grief  to  the  principal  Vandals  ;  but  the  intelligence  was  prudently 
concealed  from  the  natives  of  the  ifland.    The  troops  embarked  in 
one  hundred  and  twenty  gallies  at  the  port  of  Cagliarr,  caft  anchor 
the  third  day  on  the  confines  of  Mauritania,  and  haftily  purfued 
their  march  to  join  the  royal  ftandard  in  the  camp  of  Bulla.  Mourn- 
ful was  the  interview  r  the  two  brothers  embraced  ;  they  wept  in 
filence  ;  no  queflions  were  afked  of  the  Sardinian  victory  ;  no  en- 
quiries were  made  of  the  African  misfortunes  :  they  faw  before  their 
eyes  the  whole  extent  cf  their  calamities  ;  and  the  abfence  of  their 
wives  and  children  afforded  a  melancholy  proof,  that  either  death 
or  captivity  had  been  their  lot.    The  languid  lpirit  of  the  Van- 
dals was  at  length  awakened  and  united  by  the  entreaties  of  their 
king,  the  example  of  Zano,  and  the  inftant  danger  which  threatened 
their  monarchy  and  religion.    The  military  ftrength  of  the  nation 
advanced  to  battle  ;   and  fuch  was  the  rapid  increafe,  that  before 
their  army  reached  Tricameron,  about  twenty  miles  from  Carthage, 
5  they 
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c  ^T     p-  they  might  boaft,  perhaps  with  fome  exaggeration,  that  they  fur- 
^ — t — ->  palled,  in  a  tenfold  proportion,  the  diminutive  powers  of  the  Ro- 
mans.    But  thefe  powers  were  under  the  command  of  Belifarius ; 
and,  as  he  was  confcious  of  their  fuperior  merit,  he  permitted  the 
Barbarians  to  furprife  him  at  an  unfeafonable  hour.    The  Romans 
were  inftantlv  under  arms :  a  rivulet  covered  their  front ;  the  ca- 
valry  formed  the  firfl  line,  which  Belifarius  fupported  in  the  center, 
at  the  head  of  five  hundred  guards ;  the  infantry,  at  fome  diftance, 
was  polled  in  the  fecond  line ;   and  the  vigilance  of  the  general 
watched  the  feparate  ftation  and  ambiguous  faith  of  the  Maflaget.t, 
who  fecretly  referved  their  aid  for  the  conquerors.    The  hiftorian 
has  inferted,  and  the  reader  may  eafily  fupply,  the  fpeeches'"1  of  the 
commanders,  who,  by  arguments  the  moft  appofite  to  their  firua- 
tion,  inculcated  the  importance  of  victory  and  the  contempt  of  life. 
Zano,  with  the  troops  which  had  followed  him  to  the  conqueft  of 
Sardinia,  was  placed  in  the  center  ;  and  the  throne  of  Genleric 
might  have  ftood,  if  the  multitude  of  Vandais  had  imitated  their 
intrepid  refolution.    Calling  away  their  lances  and  miflile  weapons, 
they  drew  their  fwords,  and  expected  the  charge :  the  Roman  ca- 
valry thrice  paffed  the  rivulet ;  they  were  thrice  repulfed  ;  and  the 
conflict  was  firmly  maintained,  till  Zano  fell,  and  the  fiandard  of 
Belifarius  was  difplayed.    Gelimer  retreated  to  his  camp  ;  the  Huns 
joined  the  purfuit ;  and  the  victors  defpoiled  the  bodies  of  the  flain. 
Yet  no  more  than  fifty  Romans,  and  eight  hundred  Vandais,  were 
found  on  the  field  of  battle  ;  fo  inconfiderable  was  the  carnage  of 
a  day,  which  extinguifhed  a  nation,  and  transferred  the  empire  of 
Africa.    In  the  evening,  Belifarius  led  his  infantry  to  the  attack 
of  the  camp  ;  and  the  pnfillanimous  flight  of  Gelimer  expofed  the 
vanity  of  his  recent  declarations,  that,  to  the  vanquifhed,  death  was 

11  Thefe  orations  always  exprefs  the  fen fe    I  have  condenfed  that  fenfe,  and  thrown 
of  the  times,  and  fomeumes  of  the  a&ors.    away  declamation. 

-  a  relief^ 
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a  relief,  life  a  burthen,  and  infamy  the  only  object  of  terror.    His  CHAP, 
departure  was  fecret ;  but  as  foon  as  the  Vandals  difcovered  that  ■   "".  ,  i 
their  king  had  deferted  them,  they  haftily  difperfed,  anxious  only 
for  their  perional  fafety,  and  carelefs  of  every  object  that  is  dear  or 
valuable  to  mankind.    The  Romans  entered  the  camp  without  re- 
finance ;  and  the  wildeft  fcenes  of  diforder  were  veiled  in  the  dark- 
ncfs  and  confufion  of  the  night.    Every  Barbarian  who  met  their 
fwords  was  inhumanly  maffacred  ;  their  widows  and  daughters,  as 
rich  heirs,  or  beautiful  concubines,  were  embraced  by  the  licentious 
foldiers ;  and  avarice  itfelf  was  almofi:  fatiated  with  the  treafures  of 
gold  and  filver,  the  accumulated  fruits  of  conqueft  or  ceconomy  in 
a  long  period  of  profperity  and  peace.    In  this  frantic  fearch,  the 
troops  even  of  Belifarius  forgot  their  caution  and  refpect.  Intoxi- 
cated with  lull  and  rapine,  they  explored  in  fmall  parties,  or  alone,  the 
adjacent  fields,  the  woods,  the  rocks,  and  the  caverns,  that  might 
poffibly  conceal  any  defirable  prize  :  laden  with  booty,  they  deferted 
their  ranks,  and  wandered,  without  a  guide,  on  the  high-road  to 
Carthage ;  and  if  the  flying  enemies  had  dared  to  return,  very  few 
of  the  conquerors  would  have  efcaped.    Deeply  fenfible  of  the  dis- 
grace and  danger,  Belifarius  paffed  an  apprehenfive  night  on  the 
field  of  victory ;  at  the  dawn  of  day,  he  planted  his  ftandard  on  a 
hill,  recalled  his  guards  and  veterans,  and  gradually  reftored  the 
modefty  and  obedience  of  the  camp.    It  was  equally  the  concern  of 
the  Roman  general  to  fubdue  the  hoftile,  and  to  fave  the  proftrate 
Barbarian :  and  the  fuppliant  Vandals,  who  could  be  found  only 
in  churches,  were  protected  by  his  authority,  difarmed,  and  Sepa- 
rately confined,  that  they  might  neither  difturb  the  public  peace, 
nor  become  the  victims  of  popular  revenge.    After  difpatching  a 
light  detachment  to  tread  the  footfteps  of  Gelimer,  he  advanced 
with  his  whole  army,  about  ten  days  march,  as  far  as  Hippo 
Vol.  IV.  U  Regius, 
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CHAP.  Regius,  which  no  longer  poflefled  the  relics  of  St.  Auguftin".  The 

'  *~— -*  feafon,  and  the  certain  intelligence  that  the  Vandal  had  fled  to  the 

inacceffible  country  of  the  Moors,  determined  Belifarius  to  relinquiih. 
the  vain  purfuit,  and  to  fix  his  winter-quarters  at  Carthage.  From 
thence  he  difpatched  his  principal  lieutenant,  to  inform  the  emperor, 
that,  in  the  fpace  of  three  months,  he  had  atchieved  the  conqueft 
of  Africa. 

Conqueft  of  Belifarius  fpoke  the  language  of  truth.  The  furviving  Vandals 
Bdifarius  yielded,  without  refiftance,  their  arms  and  their  freedom  :  the  neigh- 
A-  D-  534-  bourhood  of  Carthage  fubmitted  to  his  prefence ;  and  the  more  dis- 
tant provinces  were  fuccefiively  fubdued  by  the  report  of  his  victory. 
Tripoli  was  confirmed  in  her  voluntary  allegiance  ;  Sardinia  and 
Corfica  furrendered  to  an  officer,  who  carried,  inftead  of  a  fword, 
the  head  of  the  valiant  Zano ;  and  the  ifles  of  Majorca,  Minorca, 
and  Yvica,  confented  to  remain  an  humble  appendage  of  the  African 
kingdom.  Cfefarea,  a  royal  city,  which  in  loofer  geography  may 
be  confounded  with  the  modern  Algiers,  was  fituate  thirty  days  march 
to  the  weftward  of  Carthage  :  by  land,  the  road  was  infefted  by  the 
Moors  ;  but  the  fea  was  open,  and  the  Romans  were  now  mafters 
of  the  fea.  An  acYive  and  difcreet  tribune  failed  as  far  as  the 
Streights,  where  he  occupied  Septem  or  Ceuta23,  which  rifes  op- 

3,1  The  relics  of  St.  Auguftin  were  carried  p.  944.    Montfaucon,  Diarium  Ital.  p.  26— 

by  the  African  biftiops  to  their  Sardinian  30.     Muratori,  Antiq.   Ital.    Medii  JEv'i, 

exile  (A.  D.  500.) ;  and  it  was  believed  in  torn.  v.  differt.  Iviii.  p.  9.  who  had  compofed 

the  viiith  century  that  Liutprand,  king  of  the  a  feparate  treatife  before  the  decree  of  the 

Lombards,  tranfported  them  (A.  D.  721.)  biftiop  of  Pavia,  and  Pope  Benedict  XIII.). 
from  Sardinia  to  Pavia.    In  the  year  1695,       13  Ta  t»«  TroTureia?  wfoo»/xi«,  is  the  expreflion 

the  Auguftin  friars  of  that  city  found  a  brick  of  Procopius  (de  Edific.  1.  vi.  c.  7.).  Ceuta, 

arch,  marble  cofHn,  filver  cafe,  filk  wrapper,  which  has  been  defaced  by  the  Portuguefe, 

bones,  blood,  &c.  and  perhaps  an  inferip-  flourifhed  in  nobles  and  palaces,  in  agricul- 

tion  of  Agoftino  in  Gothic  letters.    But  this  ture  and  manufactures,  under  the  more  pro- 

ufeful  difcovery  has  been  difputed  by  reafon  fperous  reign  of  the  Arabs  (l'Afrique  de  Mar- 

and  jealoufy  (Baronius,  Annal.  A.  D.  725.  mol,  torn.  ii.  p.  236.). 
N°  2 — 9.  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xiii. 

pofite 
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pofite  to  Gibraltar  on  the  African  coaft :  that  remote  place  was  chap. 
afterwards  adorned  and  fortified  by  Juftinian  ;  and  he  feems  to  have  \  ,  .  > 
indulged  the  vain  ambition  of  extending  his  empire  to  the  columns 
of  Hercules.  He  received  the  melTengers  of  victory  at  the  time 
when  he  was  preparing  to  publifh  the  pandects  of  the  Roman  law  ; 
and  the  devout  or  jealous  emperor  celebrated  the  divine  goodnefs, 
and  confeffed,  in  filence,  the  merit  of  his  fuccefsful  general  **.  Im- 
patient to  abolifh  the  temporal  and  fpiritual  tyranny  of  the  Vandals, 
he  proceeded,  without  delay,  to  the  full  eftablifhment  of  the  Catholic 
church.  Her  jurifdiction,  wealth,  and  immunities,  perhaps  the  moft 
efTential  part  of  epifcopal  religion,  were  reftored  and  amplified 
with  a  liberal  hand  ;  the  Arian  worfhip  was  fupprefTed  ;  the  Do- 
natift  meetings  were  profcribed  15 ;  and  the  fynod  of  Carthage,  by 
the  voice  of  two  hundred  and  feventeen  bifhops15,  applauded  the 
juft  meafure  of  pious  retaliation.  On  fuch  an  occafion,  it  may  not' 
be  prefumed,  that  many  orthodox  prelates  were  abfent ;  but  the 
comparative  fmallnefs  of  their  number,  which  in  ancient  councils 
had  been  twice  or  even  thrice  multiplied,  moft  clearly  indicates  the 
decay  both  of  the  church  and  ftate.  "While  Juftinian  approved  him- 
felf  the  defender  of  the  faith,  he  entertained  an  ambitious  hope,  that 
his  victorious  lieutenant  would  fpeedily  enlarge  the  narrow  limits  of 
his  dominion  to  the  fpace  which  they  occupied  before  the  invafion 
of  the  Moors  and  Vandals ;  and  Belifarius  was  inftructed  to  efta- 
blifh  five  dukes  or  commanders  in  the  convenient  ftations  of  Tripoli, 

14  See  the  fecond  and  third  preambles  to  his  own  clemency  to  the  heretics,  cum  fuf- 

the  Digeft,  cr  Pandedls,  promulgated  A.  D.  ficiat  eis  vivere. 

533,  December  16.    To  the  titles  of  Vanda-  "6  Dupin  (Geograph.  Sacra  Africana.p.  li*. 

licut  and  Africanus,  Juftinian,  or  rather  Beli-  ad  Optat.  Milev.)  obferves  and  bewails  this 

farius,  had  acquired  a  juft  claim  :  Gothicus  epifcopal  decay.    In  the  more  profperous  age 

was  premature,  and  Francicus  falfe  and  of-  of  the  church,  he  had  noticed  690  biftioprics  ; 

fenfive  to  3  great  nation.  but  however  minute  were  the  diocefes,  it  is 

is  See  the  original  a£ls  in  Baronius  (A.  D.  not  probable  that  they  all  exifted  at  the  fame 

535.  Nc  2i — 54.).    The  emperor  applauds  time.  « 

U  2  Leptis, 
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CHAP.  Leptis,  Cirta,  Cxfarea,  and  Sardinia,  and  to  compute  the  military 
■   >  force  of  palatines  or  borderers  that  might  be  fuffkient  for  the  de- 
fence of  Africa.  The  kingdom  of  the  Vandals  was  not  unworthy 
of  the  prefence  of  a  Prsetorian  praefect  ;  and  four  coniulars,  three 
prefidents,  were  appointed  to  adminifter  the  feven  provinces  under 
his  civil  jurifdiction.  The  number  of  their  fubordinate  officers, 
clerks,  meiTengers,  or  affiftants,  was  minutely  expreffed  ;  three  hun- 
dred and  ninety-fix  for  the  prefect  himfelf,  fifty  for  each  of  his 
vicegerents  ;  and  the  rigid  definition  of  their  fees  and  falaries  was 
more  effectual  to  confirm  the  right,  than  to  prevent  the  abufe. 
Thefe  magistrates  might  be  oppreffive,  but  they  were  not  idle  :  and 
the  fubtle  queftions  of  juftice  and  revenue  were  infinitely  propa- 
gated under  the  new  government,  which  profelTed  to  revive  the 
freedom  and  equity  of  the  Roman  republic.  The  conqueror  was 
folicitous  to  extract  a  prompt  and  plentiful  fupply  from  his  African 
fubjects  ;  and  he  allowed  them  to  claim,  even  in  the  third  degree, 
and  from  the  collateral  line,  the  houfes  and  lands  of  which  their 
families  had  been  unjuitly  defpoiled  by  the  Vandals.  After  the 
departure  of  Belifarius,  who  acted  by  an  high  and  fpecial  commif- 
fion,  no  ordinary  provifion  was  made  for  a  mafter-general  of  the 
forces:  but  the  office  of  Praetorian  prefect  was  intruded  to  a  foldier; 
the  civil  and  military  powers  were  united,  according  to  the  practice 
of  Juftinian,  in  the  chief  governor ;  and  the  reprefentative  of  the 
emperor  in  Africa  as  well  as  in  Italy,  was  foon  diftinguifhed  by 
the  appellation  of  Exarch17. 
Diftrefs  and  Yet  the  conqueft  of  Africa  was  imperfect:,  till  her  former  fove- 
Gelimer  °  reign  was  delivered,  either  alive  or  dead,  into  the  hands  of  the  Ro- 
A-  D-  534—  mans.    Doubtful  of  the  event,  Gelimer  had  given  fecret  orders 

the  6pnng.  '  ° 

*7  The  African  laws  of  Juftinian  are  illuf-    tit.  27.    Novell.  36,  37.  131.    Vit.  Jufti- 
trated  by  his  German  biographer  (Cod.  1.  i.    nian.  p.  319 — 377-). 

that 
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that  a  part  of  his  treafure  fhould  be  tranfported  to  Spain,  where  he 
hoped  to  find  a  fecure  refuge  at  the  court  of  the  king  of  the  Vifi- 
goths.  But  thefe  intentions  were  difappointed  by  accident,  treachery, 
and  the  indefatigable  purfuit  of  his  enemies,  who  intercepted  his 
flight  from  the  fea-fhore,  and  chaced  the  unfortunate  monarch,  with 
fome  faithful  followers,  to  the  inacceffible  mountain  of  Papua18,  in 
the  inland  country  of  Numidia.    He  was  immediately  befieged  by 
Pharas,  an  officer  whofe  truth  and  fobriety  were  the  more  ap- 
plauded, as  fuch  qualities  could  be  feldom  found  among  the  Heruli, 
the  mod  corrupt  of  the  Barbarian  tribes.   To  his  vigilance  Belifa- 
rius  had  entrufled  this  important  charge  ;  and,  after  a  bold  attempt 
to  fcale  the  mountain,  in  which  he  loft  an  hundred  and  ten  fcldiers, 
Pharas  expected,  during  a  winter  fiege,  the  operation  of  diftrefs  and 
famine  on  the  mind  of  the  Vandal  king.    From  the  fofteft  habits  of 
pleafure,  from  the  unbounded  command  of  induftry  and  wealth,  he 
was  reduced  to  mare  the  poverty  of  the  Moors29,  fupportable  only 
to  themfelves  by  their  ignorance  of  a  happier  condition.    In  their 
rude  hovels,  of  mud  and  hurdles,  which  confined  the  fmoke  and 
excluded  the  light,  they  promifcuoufly  flept  on  the  ground,  perhaps 
on  a  iheep-lkin,  with  their  wives,  their  children,  and  their  cattle. 
Sordid  and  fcanty  were  their  garments  ;  the  ufe  of  bread  and  wine 
was  unknown  ;  and  their  oaten  or  barley  cakes,  imperfectly  baked 
in  the  afhes,  were  devoured  almoft  in  a  crude  ftate  by  the  hungry 
favages.    The  health  of  Gelimer  mud  have  funk  under  thefe  ftrange 
and  unwonted  hardfhips,  from  whatfoever  caul'e  they  had  been  en- 

18  Mount  Papua  is  placed  by  d'Anville  reprefents  the  manners  of  the  Betloweens  and 

(torn.  iii.  p.  92.  and  Tabul.  Imp.  Rom.  Oc-  Kabyles,  the  laft  of  whom,   by  their  lan- 

cident.)  near  Hippo  Regius  and  the  fea  ;  ye*  guage,  are  the  remnant  of  the  Moors:  yet 

this  fituation  ill  agrees  with  the  long  purfuit  how  changed — how  civilized  are  thefe  mo- 

beyond  Hippo,  and  the  words  of  Procopius  dern  favages !— provifioiw  are  plenty  among 

(1.  ii.  c.  4.),  vj  toij           itj-yj*.-™-.  tbem,  and  bread  is  common. 

**  Shaw  (Travels,  p.  220.)  molt  accurately 

: '  .  dured  j 
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dined  ;  but  his  actual  mifcry  was  embittered  by  the  recollection  of 
paft  greatnefs,  the  daily  infolence  of  his  protectors,  and  the  juft 
apprehenfion,  that  the  light  and  venal  Moors  might  be  tempted  to 
betray  the  rights  of  hofpitality.  The  knowledge  of  his  fituation 
dictated  the  humane  and  friendly  epiftle  of  Pharas.  "  Like  yourfelf," 
faid  the  chief  of  the  Heruli,  "  I  am  an  illiterate  Barbarian,  but  I  fpeak 
M  the  language  of  plain  fenfe,  and  an  honeft  heart.  Why  will  you 
"  perfifb  in  hopelefs  obftinacy  ?  Why  will  you  ruin  yourfelf,  your 
"  family,  and  nation  ?  The  love  of  freedom  and  abhorrence  of  fla- 
«  very  ?  Alas  !  my  deareft  Gelimer,  are  you  not  already  the  worlt  of 
"  flaves,  the  flave  of  the  vile  nation  of  the  Moors  ?  Would  it  not  be 
"  preferable  to  fultain  at  Conftantinople  a  life  of  poverty  and  fervitude, 
"  rather  than  to  reign  the  undoubted  monarch  of  the  mountain  of 
"  Papua  ?  Do  you  think  it  a  difgrace  to  be  the  fubject  of  Juftinian  ? 
"  Belifarius  is  his  fubject ;  and  we  ourfelves,  whofe  birth  is  not  in- 
<c  ferior  to  your  own,  are  not  afhamed  of  our  obedience  to  the  Ro- 
"  man  emperor.  That  generous  prince  will  grant  you  a  rich  inhe- 
"  ritance  of  lands,  a  place  in  the  fenate,  and  the  dignity  of  Patri- 
"  cian :  fuch  are  his  gracious  intentions,  and  you  may  depend  with 
*'  full  aflurance  on  the  word  of  Belifarius.  So  long  as  heaven  has 
"  condemned  us  to  fuffer,  patience  is  a  virtue  ;  but  if  we  reject  the 
"  proffered  deliverance,  it  degenerates  into  blind  and  ftupid  de- 
"  fpair."  "  I  am  not  infenfible,"  replied  the  king  of  the  Vandals, 
"  'how  kind  and  rational  is  your  advice.  But  I  cannot  perfuade 
"  myfelf  to  become  the  flave  of  an  unjuft  enemy,  who  has  deferred 
M  my  implacable  hatred.  Him  I  had  never  injured  either  by  word 
"  or  deed  :  yet  he  has  lent  againft  me,  I  know  not  from  whence, 
"  a  certain  Belifarius,  who  has  cart  me  headlong  from  the  throne 
"  into  this  abyfs  of  mifery.  Juftinian  is  a  man;  he  is  a  prince; 
"  does  he  not  dread  for  himfclf  a  fimilar  reverie  of  fortune  ?  I  can 
"  write  no  more  :  my  grief  opprefles  me.    Send  me,  I  befeech  you, 
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"  my  dear  Pharas,  fend  me,  a  lyre30,  a  fpunge,  and  a  loaf  of  bread. M  c  HA  r 

From  the  Vandal  meffenger,  Pharas  was  informed  of  the  motivej  «  »  

of  this  fingular  requeft.  It  was  long  lince  the  king  of  Africa  had 
tailed  bread  j  a  defluxion  had  fallen  on  his  eyes,  the  effect  of  fatigue 
or  inceffant  weeping  ;  and  he  wifhed  to  folace  the  melancholy  hours, 
by  finging  to  the  lyre  the  fad  ftory  of  his  own  misfortunes.  The 
humanity  of  Pharas  was  moved  j  he  fent  the  three  extraordinary 
gifts  ;  but  even  his  humanity  prompted  him  to  redouble  the  vigi- 
lance of  his  guard,  that  he  might  fooner  compel  his  prifoner  to  em- 
brace a  refolution  advantageous  to  the  Romans,  but  falutary  to  him- 
felf.  The  obftinacy  of  Gelimer  at  length  yielded  to  reafon  and  ne- 
ceflity ;  the  folemn  aflurances  of  fafety  and  honourable  treatment; 
were  ratified  in  the  emperor's  name,  by  the  ambaflador  of  Belifa- 
rius ;  and  the  king  of  the  Vandals  defcended  from  the  mountain. 
The  firft  public  interview  was  in  one  of  the  fuburbs  of  Carthage  ;. 
and  when  the  royal  captive  accofted  his  conqueror,  he  burft  into  a 
fit  of  laughter.  The  crowd  might  naturally  believe,  that  extreme 
grief  had  deprived  Gelimer  of  his  fenfes  ;  but  in  this  mournful 
ftate,  unfeafonable  mirth  infinuated  to  more  intelligent  obfervers, 
that  the  vain  and  tranfitory  fcenes  of  human  great nefs  are  unworthy 
of  a  ferious  thought31. 

Their  contempt  was  foon  iuftified  by  a  new  example  of  a  vulvar  Return  and 

n  ,  ,  r        •  .      triumph  of 

truth  ;  that  flattery  adheres  to  power,  and  envy  to  luperior  merit.  Belifarius, 
The  chiefs  of  the  Roman  army  prefumed  to  think  themfelves  the  ^utum5u3.J'" 
rivals  of  an  hero.    Their  private  difpatches  malicioufly  affirmed,  that 

30  By  Procopius  it  is  ftyled  a  lyre  ;  perhaps  metichus  of  Egypt,  who  wept  at  the  lefTer, 

harp  would  have  been  more  national.    The  and  was  filent  at  the  greatelt  of  his  calamities 

inftrumen's  of  mufic  are  thus  dillinguifhed  by  (1.  iii,  c.  14  ).    In  the  interview  of  Paulua 

Venantius  Fortunatus :  yEmilius  and  Perfes,  Belifarius  might  ftudy 

Romanufque  lyrd  tibi  plaudat,  Barbarus  his  part:  but  it  is  probable  that  he  never  read 

barpa.  either  Livy  or  Plutarch  ;  and  it  is  certain  that 

3*  H'-roJotus  elegantly  defcribes  the  rtrange  his  generofity  did  not  need  a  tutor, 
effe&s  of  grief  in  another  royal  captive,  Pfam- 

I  the 
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CHAP.  the  conqueror  of  Africa,  ftrong  in  his  reputation  and  the  public 

*— — t r  '  love,  conipired  to  feat  himielf  on  the  throne  of  the  Vandals.    J ufti- 

nian  liftened  with  too  patient  an  ear ;  and  his  filence  was  the  refult 
of  jealoufy  rather  than  of  confidence.  An  honourable  alternative, 
of  remaining  in  the  province,  or  of  returning  to  the  capital,  was 
indeed  iubmitted  to  the  difcretion  of  Belifarius ;  but  he  wifely  con- 
cluded from  intercepted  letters,  and  the  knowledge  of  his  fovereign's 
temper,  that  he  muft  either  refign  his  head,  erect,  his  ftandard,  or 
confound  his  enemies  by  his  prefence  and  fubmiffion.  Innocence 
and  courage  decided  his  choice  :  his  guards,  captives,  and  treafures, 
were  diligently  embarked  ;  and  fo  profperous  was  the  navigation, 
that  his  arrival  at  Constantinople  preceded  any  certain  account  of  his 
departure  from  the  port  of  Carthage.  Such  unfufpecting  loyalty 
removed  the  apprehenfions  of  Juftinian  :  envy  was  filenced  and  in- 
flamed by  the  public  gratitude  ;  and  the  third  Africanus  obtained  the 
honours  of  a  triumph,  a  ceremony  which  the  city  of  Conftantine 
had  never  feen,  and  which  ancient  Rome,  fince  the  reign  of  Tibe- 
rius, had  referved  for  the  aujpichus  arms  of  the  Ca?fars3\  From  the 
palace  of  Belifarius,  the  proceffion  was  conducted  through  the  prin- 
cipal ftreets  to  the  hippodrome  ;  and  this  memorable  day  feemed  to 
avenge  the  injuries  of  Genferic,  and  to  expiate  the  fhame  of  the 
Remans.  The  wealth  of  nations  was  difplayed,  the  trophies  of 
martial  or  effeminate  luxury  :  rich  armour,  golden  thrones,  and  the 
chariots  of  ftate  which  had  been  ufed  by  the  Vandal  queen ;  the 
mafly  furniture  of  the  royal  banquet,  the  fplendour  of  precious 
flones,  the  elegant  forms  of  ftatues  and  vafes,  the  more  fubftantial 
treafure  of  gold,  and  the  holy  reflets  of  the  Jewifh  temple,  which, 
after  their  long  peregrination,  were  refpedfully  depofited  in  the 

31  After  the  tide  of  itr.ferat&r  had  loft  the  rie,  Mem.  de  PAcademie,  torn.  xxi.  p.  302 — 
old  mi!itary  fenfe,  and  the  Roman  auff  ius  332  ),  a  triumph  might  be  given  with  lei's  in- 
v.ere  abolilhed  by  Chriiliani:y  (fee  La  Blete-    confiiiency  to  a  private  genera]. 

\  Chriftian 
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Chriftian  church  of  Jerufalem.  A  long  train  of  the  nobleft  Van-  CHAP, 
dais  reluctantly  expofed  their  lofty  ftature  and  manly  countenance,  v-  *j 
Gelimer  flowly  advanced  :  he  was  clad  in  a  purple  robe,  and  ftill 
maintained  the  majefty  of  a  king.  Not  a  tear  efcaped  from  his  eyes, 
not  a  figh  was  heard  ;  but  his  pride  or  piety  derived  fome  fecret 
confolation  from  the  words  of  Solomon33,  which  he  repeatedly  pro- 
nounced, vanity  !  vanity  !  all  is  vanity  !  Inftead  of  amend- 
ing a  triumphal  car  drawn  by  four  horfes  or  elephants,  the 
modeft  conqueror  marched  on  foot  at  the  head  of  his  brave  com- 
panions :  his  prudence  might  decline  an  honour  too  confpicu- 
ous  for  a  fubject ;  and  his  magnanimity  might  juftly  difdain  what, 
had  been  fo  often  fullied  by  the  vileft  of  tyrants.  The  glori- 
ous proceffion  entered  the  gate  of  the  hippodrome ;  was  faluted  by 
the  acclamations  of  the  fenate  and  people ;  and  halted  before  the 
throne  where  Juftinian  and  Theodora  were  feated  to  receive  the 
homage  of  the  captive  monarch  and  the  victorious  hero.  They 
both  performed  the  cuftomary  adoration ;  and  falling  proftrate  on 
the  ground,  refpectfully  touched  the  footftool  of  a  prince  who  had 
not  unfheathed  his  fword,  and  of  a  proftitute,  who  had  danced  on 
the  theatre  :  fome  gentle  violence  was  ufed  to  bend  the  ftubborn 
fpirit  of  the  grandfon  of  Genferic  ;  and  however  trained  to  fervitude, 
the  genius  of  Belifarius  muft  have  fecretly  rebelled.  He  was  imme-  His  fole 
diately  declared  conful  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  the  day  of  his  in-  a.  D.  53*5', 
auguration  refembled  the  pomp  of  a  fecond  triumph  :  his  curule  January  '* 
chair  was  borne  aloft  on  the  moulders  of  captive  Vandals  ;  and  the 
fpoils  of  war,  gold  cups,  and  rich  girdles,  were  profufely  fcattered 
among  the  populace. 

33  If  the  Ecclefiaftes  be  truly  a  work  of  So-  learned  and  free-fpirited  Grotius  (Opp.  Theo- 

lomon,  and  not,  like  Prior's  poem,  a  pious  log.  torn.  i.  p.  258.)  :  and  indeed  the  Eccle- 

and  moral  compofition  of  more  recent  times,  fiaftes  and  Proverbs  difplay  a  larger  compafs 

in  his  name,  and  on  the  fubjeft  of  his  re-  of  thought  and  experience  than  feem  to  be- 

pentance.    The  latter  is  the  opinion  of  the  long  either  to  a  Jew  or  a  king. 

Vol.  IV.  X  But 
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But  the  pureft  reward  of  Belifarius  was  in  the  faithfifl  execution 
of  a  treaty  for  which  his  honour  had  been  pledged  to  the  king  of 
the  Vandals.  The  religious  fcruples  of  Gelimer,  who  adhered  to 
the  Arian  herefv,  were  incompatible  with  the  dignity  of  fenator  or 
patrician  :  but  he  received  from  the  emperor  an  ample  eftate  in  the 
province  of  Gahtia,  where  the  abdicated  monarch  retired  with  his 
family  and  friends,  to  a  life  of  peace,  of  affluence,  and  perhaps  of 
content3*.  .  The  daughters  of  Hilderic  were  entertained  with  the 
relpectful  tendernefs  due  to  their  age  and  misfortune  ;  and  Juftinian 
and  Theodora  accepted  the  honour  of  educating  and  enriching  the 
female  defendants  of  the  great  Theodofius.  The  braveft  of  the 
Vandal  youth  were  distributed  into  five  fquadrons  of  cavalry,  which 
adopted  the  name  of  their  benefactor,  and  fupported  in  the  Perfian 
wars  the  glory  of  their  anceftors.  But  thefe  rare  exceptions,  the 
reward  of  birth  or  valour,  are  infufficient  to  explain  the  fate  of  a 
nation,  whofe  numbers,  before  a  fhort  and  bloodlefs  war,  amounted 
to  more  than  fix  hundred  thoufand  perfons.  After  the  exile  of 
their  king  and  nobles,  the  fervile  crowd  might  purchafe  their  fafety, 
by  abjuring  their  character,  religion,  and  language  ;  and  their  de- 
generate pofterity  would  be  infenfibly  mingled  with  the  common 
herd  of  African  iubjec~ts.  Yet  even  in  the  prcfent  age,  and  in  the 
heart  of  the  Moorifh  tribes,  a  curious  traveller  has  difcovered  the 
/white  complexion  and  long  flaxen  hair  of  a  northern  race  35  ;  and  it 
was  formerly  believed,  that  the  boldeft  of  the  Vandals  fled  beyond 
the  power,  or  even  the  knowledge,  of  the  Romans,  to  enjoy  their 

3+  In  theEelifaire  ofMarmontel,  the  king  c.  13.)  fpeaks  of  a  people  of  mount  Atlas,  as 

and  the  conqueror  cf  Africa  meet,  fup,  and  already  diftinguilhed  by  white  bodies  and  yei- 

converfe,  without  recollecting  each  other.   It  low  hair,  the  phcenomenon  (which  is  likewife 

is  furely  a  fault  of  that  romance,  that  not  only  vifible  in  the  Andes  of  Peru,  Bufron,  torn.  iii. 

the  hero,  but  all  to  whom  he  had  been  fo  p.  504.)  may  naturally  be  afcribed  to  the  ele- 

confpicuoufly  known,  appear  to  have  loll  their  vation  of  the  ground  and  the  temperature  of 

eyes  or  their  memory.  the  air, 

35  Shaw,  p.  59.  Yet  fmce  Procopius  (1.  ii. 

folitary 
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folitary  freedom  on  the  mores  of  the  Atlantic  ocean 3<s.  Africa  had  CHAP, 
been  their  empire,  it  became  their  prifon ;  nor  could  they  entertain  c— v— 
an  hope,  or  even  a  wifh,  of  returning  to  the  banks  of  the  Elbe, 
where  their  brethren,  of  a  fpirit  lefs  adventurous,  ftill  wandered  in 
their  native  forefts.  It  was  impoflible  for  cowards  to  furmount  the 
barriers  of  unknown  feas  and  hoftile  Barbarians  :  it  was  impofTible 
for  brave  men  to  expofe  their  nakednefs  and  defeat  before  the 
eyes  of  their  countrymen,  to  defcribe  the  kingdoms  which  they  had 
loft,  and  to  claim  a  mare  of  the  humble  inheritance,  which,  in  a 
happier  hour,  they  had  almoft  unanimoufly  renounced  In  the 
country  between  the  Elbe  and  the  Oder,  feveral  populous  villages 
of  Lufatia  are  inhabited  by  the  Vandals  :  they  ftill  preferve  their 
language,  their  cuftoms,  and  the  purity  of  their  blood  ;  fupport 
with  fome  impatience,  the  Saxon,  or  Pruffian  yoke  ;  and  ferve  with 
fecret  and  voluntary  allegiance,  the  defcendant  of  their  ancient  kings, 
who  in  his  garb  and  prefent  fortune  is  confounded  with  the  meaneft 
of  his  vafTals 3S.  The  name  and  fituation  of  this  unhappy  people 
might  indicate  their  defcent  from  one  common  ftock  with  the  con- 
querors of  Africa,  But  the  ufe  of  a  Sclavonian  dialed;  more  clearly 
reprefents  them  as  the  laft  remnant  of  the  new  colonies,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  genuine  Vandals,  already  fcattered  or  deftroyed  in  the 
age  of  Procopius 3S). 

If 

36  The  geographer  of  Ravenna  (l.iii.  c.xi.  33  From  the  mouth  of  the  great  eledlor  (in 
p.  129,  130,  131.  Paris,  1688..)  defcribes  the  1687),  Tollius  defcribes  the  fecret  royalty  and 
Mauritania  Gaditana  (oppofite  to  Cadiz),  ubi  rebellious  fpirit  of  the  Vandals  of  Branden- 
gens  Vandalorum,  a  Belifario  devidla  in  Afri-  burgh,  who  could  mufter  five  or  fix  thoufand 
ca,  fugit,  et  nunquam  comparuit.  foldiers  who  had  procured  fome  cannon,  &c. 

37  A  Angle  voice  had  protefted,  and  Gen-  (Itinerar.  Hungar.  p.  42.  apud  Dubos,  Hill, 
feric  difmilfed,  without  a  formal  anfwer,  the  de  la  Monarchic  Francoife,  torn.  i.  p.  182, 
Vandals  of  Germany:  but  thofe  of  Africa  183.).  The  veracity,  not  of  the  elector,  but 
derided  his  prudence,  and  affedled  to  defpife  of  Tollius  himfelf,  mayjullly  be  fufpe&ed. 
the  poverty  of  their  forefts  (Procopius,  Van-  3y  Procopius  (hi.  c.  22.)  was  in  total  dark- 
dal.  1,  i.  c.  22.).  nefs— dai  v..%u.n       »Ss  w>p*  1%  t^s  n&mM* 

X  2  Under 
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CHAP.      If  Belifarius  had  been  tempted  to  hefitate  in  his  allegiance,  he 

«  ,^„-  __?  might  have  urged,  even  againft  the  emperor  himfelf,  the  indif- 

defeat^f  ^he  penfable  duty  of  faving  Africa  from  an  enemy  more  barbarous  than 
A^°DS'535  tne  Vandals.  The  origin  of  the  Moors  is  involved  in  darknefs  : 
they  were  ignorant  of  the  ufe  of  letters43.  Their  limits  cannot  be 
precifely  defined  :  a  boundlefs  continent  was  open  to  the  Libyan 
fhepherds ;  the  change  of  feafons  and  paftures  regulated  their  mo- 
tions ;  and  their  rude  huts  and  flender  furniture  were  tranfported 
with  the  fame  eafe  as  their  arms,  their  families,  and  their  cattle, 
which  confifted  of  fheep,  oxen,  and  camels4'.  During  the  vigour 
of  the  Roman  power,  they  obferved  a  refpedful  diftance  from  Car- 
thage and  the  fea-fhore  ;  under  the  feeble  reign  of  the  Vandals,  they 
invaded  the  cities  of  Numidia,  occupied  the  fea-coaft  from  Tangier 
to  Csefarea,  and  pitched  their  camps,  with  impunity,  in  the  fertile 
province  of  Byzacium.  The  formidable  ftrength  and  artful  con- 
duct of  Belifarius  fecured  the  neutrality  of  the  Moorifli  princes, 
whofe  vanity  afpired  to  receive,  in  the  emperor's  name,  the  enfigns 
of  their  regal  dignity*1.  They  were  aftonilhed  by  the  rapid  event, 
and  trembled  in  the  prefence  of  their  conqueror.  But  his  approach- 
ing departure  foon  relieved  the  apprehenfions  of  a  favage  and  fu- 
perftitious  people  ;  the  number  of  their  wives  allowed  them  to  dis- 
regard the  fafety  of  their  infant  hoftages ;  and  when  the  Roman 

Under  the  reign  of  Dagobert  (A.  D.  630.),  41  V  irgil  (Georgic.  iii.  339.)  and  Pompo- 

the  Sclavonian  tribes  of  the  Sorbi  and  Venedi  nius  Mela  (i.  8.)  defcribe  the  wandering  life 

already  bordered  on  Thuringia  (Malcou,  Hilt,  of  the  African  lhepherds,  fimilar  to  th;.t  of 

of  the  Germans,  xv.  3,  4,  5  ).  the  Arabs  and  Tartars ;  and  Shaw  (p.  222.) 

40  Salluft  reprefents  the  Moors  as  a  rem-  is  the  belt  commentator  on  the  poet  and  the 

nant  of  the  army  of  Heracles  (de  Bell.  Ju-  geographer. 

gurth.  c.          and  Procopius  (Vandal.  I.  ii.  ♦*  The  cuftomary  gifts  were  a  fceptre,  a 

c.  10.)  as  the  pofterity  of  the  Cananaeans  who  crown  or  cap,  a  white  cloak,  a  figured  tunic 

fled  from  the  robber  Jofhua  (^crr?).     He  and  fhoes,  all  adorned  with  gold  and  filver; 

quotes  two  columns,  with  a  Phoenician  in-  nor  were  thefe  precious  metals  Iefs  acceptable 

fcription.    I  believe  in  the  columns— I  doubt  in  the  lhape  of  coin  (Procop.  Vandal.  Li. 

the  infeription— -and  I  reject  the  pedigree.  c.  25.). 

general 
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general  hoifted  fail  in  the  port  of  Carthage,  he  heard  the  cries,  and  chap. 

XL- 1  • 

almoft  beheld  the  names,  of  the  defolated  province.  Yet  he  per-  >—  -,—  ^ 
filled  in  his  refolution ;  and  leaving  only  a  part  of  his  guards  to  re- 
inforce the  feeble  garrifons,  he  entrufted  the  command  of  Africa  to 
the  eunuch  Solomon  *\  who  proved  himfelf  not  unworthy  to  be 
the  fucceflbr  of  Belifarius.  In  the  firft  invafion,  fome  detachments, 
with  twe  officers  of  merit,  were  furprifed  and  intercepted  ;  but 
Solomon  fpeedily  alTembled  his  troops,  marched  from  Carthage  into 
the  heart  of  the  country,  and  in  two  great  battles  deftroyed  fixty 
thoufand  of  the  Barbarians.  The  Moors  depended  on  their  multi- 
tude, their  fwiftnefs,  and  their  inacceflible  mountains  ;  and  the 
afpedt  and  fmell  of  their  camels  are  laid  to  have  produced  fome  con- 
fufion  in  the  Roman  cavalry44.  But  as  foon  as  they  were  com- 
manded to  difmount,  they  derided  this  contemptible  obftacle  :  as 
foon  as  the  columns  afcended  the  hills,  the  naked  and  diforderly 
crowd  was  dazzled  by  glittering  arms  and  regular  evolutions  ;  and 
the  menace  of  their  female  prophets  was  repeatedly  fulfilled,  that 
the  Moors  mould  be  difcomfited  by  a  bcardlefs  antagonift.  The  vic- 
torious eunuch  advanced  thirteen  days  journey  from  Carthage,  to 
befiege  mount  Aurafius 4S,  the  citadel,  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
garden  of  Numidia.  That  range  of  hills,  a  branch  of  the  great 
Atlas,  contains  within  a  circumference  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 

43  See  the  African  government  and  war-  492.  edit.  Hutchinfon.    Polyaen.  Stratagem, 

fare  of  Solomon,  in  Procopius  (Vandal,  l.ii.  vii.  6.    Piin.  Hilt.  Nat.  viii.  26.    ^li^:i  de 

c.  10,  1 1,  12,  13.  19,  20.).    He  was  recalled,  Nacur.  Animal.  1.  iii.  c.  7.);  but  it  is  dif- 

and  again  reftored  ;  and  his  laft  victory  dates  proved  by  daily  e:\penence,  and  deiic'ed  by 

in  the  xiiith  year  of  Juftinian  (A.  D.  539.).  the  bed  judges,  the  Orientals  (Voyage  d'Olea- 

An  accident  in  his  childhood  had  rendered  rius,  p.  553-). 

him  an  eunuch  (l.ii.  II.):   the  other  Ro-       *s  Procopius  is  the  firft  who  defences  mount 

man  generals  were  amply  furnilhed  with  Aurafius  (Vandal.  1.  ii.  c.  13.    De  Edi£c. 

beards,  *»>-..o.;  tw»r?LXiuiG.  (l.ii.  c.  S.).  1.  vi.  c.  7.)-    He  may  be  compared  with  Leo 

**  This  natural  antipathy  of  the  horfe  for  Africancs  (dell  Africa,  parte  v.  In  Ramufio, 

the  camel,  is  affirmed  by  the  ancients  (Xeno-  torn.  i.  fol.  77.  recto.),  Mirmol  (torn.  ii. 

phon.  Cyropxd.  1.  vi.  p.  438.  1.  vii,  p.  483.  p.  430.),  and  Shaw  (p.  56 — 59.). 

miles, 
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C  vrf  P#  m'^es»  a  rare  variety  of  foil  and  climate  ;  the  intermediate  vallies 
v-  — >-  -J  and  elevated  plains  abound  with  rich  paftures,  perpetual  ftreams, 
and  fruits  of  a  delicious  tafte  and  uncommon  magnitude.  This  fair 
folitude  is  decorated  with  the  ruins  of  Lambefa,  a  Roman  city  once 
the  feat  of  a  legion,  and  the  refidence  of  forty  thoufand  inhabitants. 
The  Ionic  temple  of  iEfculapius  is  encompaffed  with  Moorifh  huts  ; 
and  the  cattle  now  graze  in  the  midft  of  an  amphitheatre,  under  the 
fhade  of  Corinthian  columns.  A  fharp  perpendicular  rock  rifes 
above  the  level  of  the  mountain,  where  the  African  princes  depofited 
their  wives  and  treafure  ;  and  a  proverb  is  familiar  to  the  Arabs,  that 
the  man  may  eat  fire,  who  dares  to  attack  the  craggy  cliffs  and  in- 
hofpitable  natives  of  mount  Aurafius.  This  hardy  enterprize  was 
twice  attempted  by  the  eunuch  Solomon  :  from  the  firft,  he  retreated 
with  fome  difgrace  ;  and  in  the  fecond,  his  patience  and  provifions 
were  almoft  exhaufted  ;  and  he  muft  again  have  retired,  if  he  had 
not  yielded  to  the  impetuous  courage  of  his  troops,  who  audacioufly 
fcaled,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Moors,  the  mountain,  the  hoftile 
camp,  and  the  fummit  of  the  Geminian  rock.  A  citadel  was  erected 
to  fecure  this  important  conqueft,  and  to  remind  the  Barbarians  of 
their  defeat :  and  as  Solomon  purfued  his  march  to  the  weft,  the 
long-loft  province  of  Mauritanian  Sitifi  was  again  annexed  to  the 
Roman  empire.  The  Moorifh  war  continued  feveral  years  after 
the  departure  of  Belifarius ;  but  the  laurels  which  he  refigned  to  a 
faithful  lieutenant,  may  be  juftly  afcribed  to  his  own  triumph. 
Neutrality  of  The  experience  of  paft  faults,  which  may  fometimes  correct  the 
the\  lfigoths.  mature  agg  0£  an  individual,  is  feldom  profitable  to  the  fucceflive 
generations  of  mankind.  The  nations  of  antiquity,  carelefs  of  each 
other's  fafety,  were  feparately  vanquifhed  and  enflaved  by  the  Ro- 
mans. This  awful  leffon  might  have  inftrutted  the  Barbarians  of 
the  Weft  to  oppofe,  with  timely  counfels  and  confederate  arms,  the 
1 2  unbounded 
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unbounded  ambition  of  Juflinian.  Yet  the  fame  error  was  repeated,  CHAP, 
the  fame  confequences  were  felt,  and  the  Goths,  both  of  Italy  and  -M—  -» 
Spain,  infenfible  of  their  approaching  danger,  beheld  with  indiffer- 
ence, and  even  with  joy,  the  rapid  downfal  of  the  Vandals.  After 
the  failure  of  the  royal  line,  Theudes,  a  valiant  and  powerful  chief, 
afcended  the  throne  of  Spain,  which  he  had  formerly  adminiftered 
in  the  name  of  Theodoric  and  his  infant  grandfon.  Under  his  com- 
mand, the  Viligoths  befieged  the  fort  re  fs  of  Ceuta  on  the  African 
coaft  :  but,  while  they  {petit  the  fabbath-day  in  peace  and  devotion, 
the  pious  fecurity  of  their  camp  was  invaded  by  a  fally  from  the 
town;  and  the  king  himfelf,  with  fome  difficulty  and  danger,  efcaped 
from  the  hands  of  a  facrilegious  enemy''6.  It  was  not  long  before 
his  pride  and  refentment  were  gratified  by  a  fuppliant  embafTy  from 
the  unfortunate  Gelimer,  who  implored,  in  his  diftrefs,  the  aid  of  the 
Spanifh  monarch.  But  inftead  of  facrificing  thefe  unworthy  paflions 
to  the  dictates  of  generolity  and  prudence,  Theudes  amufed  the 
ambafiadors,  till  he  was  fecretly  informed  of  the  lofs  of  Carthage, 
and  then  difmiffed  them  with  obfeure  and  contemptuous  advice,  to 
feek  in  their  native  country  a  true  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the 
Vandals47.  The  long  continuance  of  the  Italian  war  delayed  the  Conquefls  of 
punifhment  of  the  Vifigoths  ;  and  the  eyes  of  Theudes  were  clofed  ^pah?,2"* 

before  they  tafted  the  fruits  of  his  miftaken  policy.    After  his  death.  A,D* 

550—620. 

the  fceptre  of  Spain  was  difputed  by  a  civil  war.  The  weaker  can- 
didate folicited  the  protection  of  Juftinian,  and  ambitioufly  fubferibed 
a  treaty  of  alliance,  which  deeply  wounded  the  independence  and 
happinefs  of  his  country.  Several  cities,  both  on  the  ocean  and  the 
Mediterranean,  were  ceded  to  the  Roman  troops,  who  afterwards 

46  Ifidor.  Chron.  p.  722.  edit.  Grot.    Ma-    586.  A.  D.  548.  and  the  place  was  defended, 
riana,  Hift.  Hifpan.  1.  v.  c.  8.  p.  173.    Yet    not  by  the  Vandals,  but  by  the  Romans, 
according  to  Ifidore,  the  fiege  of  Ceuta,  and       47  Procopius,  Vandal.  1.  i,  c.  24. 
the  death  of  Theudis,  happened,  A.  JE.  H. 

refufed 
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C  H^A  P.  refufed  to  evacuate  thofe  pledges,  as  it  mould  feem,  either  of  fafety 
s_  i  — t  ■  _t  or  payment ;  and  as  they  were  fortified  by  perpetual  fupplies  from 
Africa,  they  maintained  their  impregnable  ftations,  for  the  mifchiev- 
ous  purpofe  of  inflaming  the  civil  and  religious  factions  of  the  Bar- 
barians. Seventy  years  elapfed  before  this  painful  thorn  could  be 
extirpated  from  the  bofom  of  the  monarchy  ;  and  as  long  as  the" 
emperors  retained  any  mare  of  thele  remote  and  ufelefs  pofleflions, 
their  vanity  might  number  Spain  in  the  lift  of  their  provinces,  and 
the  fucceffors  of  Alaric  in  the  rank  of  their  vaffals  4\ 
Belifarius  The  error  of  the  Goths  who  reigned  in  Italy,  was  lefs  excufablc 

Oftrogothsof  tnan        °f       SpaniHi  brethren,  and  their  punifhment  was  ftill 

Ita'y'  more  immediate  and  terrible.    From  a  motive  of  a  private  revenge, 

A.  D.  534.  1  0 

they  enabled  their  raoft  dangerous  enemy  to  deftroy  their  moft  va- 
luable ally.  A  fifter  of  the  great  Theodoric  had  been  given  in  mar- 
riage to  Thrafimond  the  African  king  49 :  on  this  occafion,  the  for- 
trefs  of  Lilybaeum53  in  Sicily  was  refigned  to  the  Vandals  ;  and  the 
princefs  Amalafrida  was  attended  by  a  martial  train  of  one  thoufand 
nobles,  and  five  thoufand  Gothic  fokliers,  who  fignalized  their  va- 
lour in  the  Moorim  wars.  Th|ir  merit  was  over-rated  by  them- 
felves,  and  perhaps  neglected  by  the  Vandals  :  they  viewed  the 
country  with  envy,  and  the  conquerors  with  difdain  ;  but  their  real 
or  fictitious  confpiracy  was  prevented  by  a  maMacre ;  the  Goths 
were  opprefled,  and  the  captivity  of  Amalafrida  was  foon  followed 
by,  her  fecret  and  fufpicious  death.  The  eloquent  pen  of  Caffiodo- 
rius  was  employed  to  reproach  the  Vandal  court  with  the  cruel  vio- 

48  See  the  original  Chronicle  of  Ifidore,  Cafliodorius  (Var.  ix.  i.)  the  expoflulation  of 
and  the  \th  and  vith  books  of  the  Hiftory  of  her  royal  brother.  Compare  likewife  the 
Spain  by  Mariana.  The  Romans  were  finally  Chronicle  of  Viclor  Tunnunenfis. 
expelled  by  Suintila  king  of  the  Vifigoths  50  Lilybasum  was  built  by  the  Carthagi- 
(A.  D.  621 — 626.),  after  their  reunion  to  the  nians,  Olymp.  xcv.  4. ;  and  in  the  firft  Punic 
Catholic  church.  war,  a  ftrong  fituation,  and  excellent  har- 

49  See  the  marriage  and  fate  of  Amalafrida  bour,  rendered  that  place  an  important  ob- 
in  Procopius  (Vandal.  1.  i.  c.  8,  9.)*  and  in  jeft  to  both  nations. 

3  lation 
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lation  of  every  focial  and  public  duty  ;  but  the  vengeance  which  he  c  H  A  p« 

#             •           i  «               ■           •  XLI. 
threatened  in  the  name  of  his  fovereign,  might  be  derided  with  im-   «  v— — * 

punity,  as  long  as  Africa  was  protected  by  the  fea,  and  the  Goths 
were  deftitute  of  a  navy.    In  the  blind  impotence  of  grief  and  in- 
dignation, they  joyfully  faluted  the  approach  of  the  Romans,  en- 
tertained the  fleet  of  Belifarius  in  the  ports  of  Sicily,  and  were 
fpeedily  delighted  or  alarmed  by  the  furprifing  intelligence,  that 
their  revenge  was  executed  beyond  the  meafure  of  their  hopes,  or 
perhaps  of  their  withes.     To  their  friendfhip  the  emperor  was  in- 
debted for  the  kingdom  of  Africa,  and  the  Goths  might  reafonably 
think,  that  they  were  entitled  to  refume  the  pofleflion  of  a  barren 
rock,  fo  recently  feparated  as  a  nuptial  gift  from  the  ifland  of  Sicily. 
They  were  foon  undeceived  by  the  haughty  mandate  of  Belifarius, 
which  excited  their  tardy  and  unavailing  repentance.   "  The  city 
"  and  promontory  of  Lilybseum,"  faid  the  Roman  general,  "  be- 
"  longed  to  the  Vandals,  and  I  claim  them  by  the  right  of  conqueft. 
**  Your  fubmiflion  may  deferve  the  favour  of  the  emperor ;  your 
"  obftinacy  will  provoke  his  difpleafure,  and  muft  kindle  a  war, 
"  that  can  terminate  only  in  your  utter  ruin.    If  you  compel  us  to 
"  take  up  arms,  we  mail  contend,  not  to  regain  the  pofleflion  of  a 
"  fingle  city,  but  to  deprive  you  of  all  the  provinces  which  you 
"  unjuftly  with-hold  from  their  lawful  fovereign."     A  nation  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers  might  have  fmiled  at  the  vain  menace 
of  Juftinian  and  his  lieutenant :  but  a  fpirit"  of  difcord  and  dilafFec- 
tion  prevailed  in  Italy,  and  the  Goths  fupported,  with  reluctance, 
the  indignity  of  a  female  reign5'. 

The  birth  of  Amalafontha,  the  regent  and  queen  of  Italy51,  united  Government 

•  and  death  of 

the  two  molt  llluitnous  families  of  the  Barbarians.    Her  mother,  Amaiaibn- 

.       tha,  queen  of 
the  Italy, 


51  Compare  the  different  paffages  of  Pro-       51  For  the  reign  and  charafler  of  Amala- 
copius  (Vandal.  1.  ii.  c.  5.  Gothic.  1.  i.  c.  3.).    fontha,  fee  I'rocopius  (Gothic.  1.  i.  c.  2,  3,  4. 
Vol.  IV.  Y  and 
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CHAP,  the  fifter  of  Clovis,  was  defcended  from  the  long-haired  kings  of  the 

XLl. 

Merovbigian  raceSJ;  and  the  regal  fucceffion  of  the  Amali  was  il- 
luftnted  in  the  eleventh  generation,  by  her  father,  the  great  Theo- 
doric,  whofe  merit  might  have  ennobled  a  plebeian  origin.  The 
fex  of  his  daughter  excjuded  her  from  the  Gothic  throne  ;  but  his 
vigilant  tendernefs  for  his  family  and  his  people  difcovered  the  laft 
heir  of  the  royal  line,  whofe  anceftors  had  taken  refuge  in  Spain; 
and  the  fortunate  Eutharic  was  fuddenly  exalted  to  the  rank  of  a 
conful  and  a  prince.    lie  enjoyed  only  a  fhort  time  the  charms  of 
Amalafontha,  and  the  hopes  of  the  fucceffion  ;  and  his  widow,  after 
the  death  of  her  hufband  and  father,  was  left  the  guardian  of  her 
fon  Athalaric,  and  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  At  the  age  of  about  twenty- 
eight  years,  the  endowments  of  her  mind  and  perfon  had  attained 
their  perfect  maturity.    Her  beauty,  which,  in  the  apprehenfion  of 
Theodora  herfelf,  might  have  difputed  the  conqueft  of  an  emperor, 
was  animated  by  manly  fenfe,  activity,  and  refolution.  Education 
and  experience  had  cultivated  her  talents  ;  her  philofophic  ftudies 
were  exempt  from  vanity  ;  and,  though  {he  exprelfed  herfelf  with 
equal  elegance  and  eafe  in  the  Greek,  the  Latin,  and  the  Gothic 
tongue,  the  daughter  of  Theodoric  maintained  in  her  counfels  a 
difcreet  and  impenetrable  filence.    By  a  faithful  imitation  of  the 
virtues,  flie  revived  the  profperity,  of  his  reign  :  while  Ihe  ftrove, 
with  pious  care,  to  expiate  the  faults,  and  to  obliterate  the  darker 
memory  of  his  declining  age.    The  children  of  Boethius  and  Sym- 
machus  were  reftored  to  their  paternal  inheritance  :  her  extreme 
lenity  never  confented  to  inflict  any  corporal  or  pecuniary  penalties 

and  Anecdot.  c.  16.  with  the  Notes  of  A!e-  fleda,  the  fifter  of  Clovis,  may  be  placed  in 

mannus),  Cafliodorius  (Var.  viii,  ix,  x,  and  the  year  49^,  foon  after  the  conqueit  of  Italy 

xi.  1.),  and  Jornandes  (de  Rebus  Gcticis,  (de  Buat,  Hiih  des  Peuples,  torn.  ix.  p.  213.). 

c.  59.  and  De  Succeflior.e  Regnorum,  in  Mu-  The  nuptials  of  Eutharic  and  Amalafontha 

xatori,  torn.  i.  p.  241.).  were  celebrated  in  515  (C&ffiodor.  in  Chron. 

SJ  The  marriage  of  Theodoric  with  Aude-  p.  453.). 
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on  her  Roman  fubjects ;  and  flic  generoufly  defpifed  the  clamours  of  C  HAP. 

the  Goths,  who,  at  the  end  of  forty  years,  ftill  confidered  the  people  v___v_!  t 

of  Italy  as  their  flaves  or  their  enemies.    Her  falutary  mcafures  were 
directed  by  the  wifdom,  and  celebrated  by  the  eloquence  of  CaiTio- 
dorius  ;  me  folicited  and  deferved  the  friendfhip  of  the  emperor ; 
and  the  kingdoms  of  Europe  refpected,  both  in  peace  and  war,  the 
majefty  of  the  Gothic  throne.     But  the  future  happinefs  of  the 
queen  and  of  Italy  depended  on  the  education  of  her  fon  ;  who  was 
deftined  by  his  birth,  to  fupport  the  different  and  almoft  incompa- 
tible characters  of  the  chief  of  a  Barbarian  camp,  and  the  firft  ma- 
giftrate  of  a  civilized  nation.    From  the  age  of  ten  years 5+,  Athalaric 
was  diligently  inftructed  in  the  arts  and  fciences,  either  ufeful  or  or- 
namental for  a  Roman  prince ;  and  three  venerable  Goths  were 
chofen  to  inftil  the  principles  of  honour  and  virtue  into  the  mind  of 
their  young  king.    But  the  pupil  who  is  infenfible  of  the  benefits, 
mud  abhor  the  reftraints,  of  education ;  and  the  folicitude  of  the 
queen,  which  affection  rendered  anxious  and  fevere,  offended  the 
untraceable  nature  of  her  fon  and  his  fubjects.    On  a  folemn  feftival, 
when  the  Goths  were  affembled  in  the  palace  of  Ravenna,  the  royal 
youth  efcaped  from  his  mother's  apartment,  and,  with  tears  of 
pride  and  anger,  complained  of  a  blow  which  his  ftubborn  difobedi- 
ence  had  provoked  her  to  inflict.    The  Barbarians  refented  the  in- 
dignity which  had  been  offered  to  their  king,  accufed  the  regent  of 
confpiring  againft  his  life  and  crown  ;  and  imperioufly  demanded, 
that  the  grandfon  of  Theodoric  mould  be  refcued  from  the  daftardly 
difcipline  of  women  and  pedants,  and   educated,  like  a  valiant 
Goth,  in  the  fociety  of  his  equals,  and  the  glorious  ignoiance  of  his 
anceftors.    To  this  rude  clamour,  importunately  urged  as  the  voice 

54  At  the  death  of  Theodoric,  his  grandfon  fiodorius,  with  authority  and  reafon,  adds  two 
Athalaric  is  defcribed  by  Procopius  as  a  boy  years  to  his  age— infantulum  adhuc  vix  de- 
about  eight  years  old— cktu  yeyoiw,  tT>i.    Caf-  cennem. 

Y  2  of 
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C  H  A  P.  of  the  nation,  Amalafontha  was  compelled  to  yield  her  reafon,  and 
■l.    .    _■  the  deareft  wifhes  of  her  heart.    The  king  of  Italy  was  abandoned 
to  wine,  to  women,  and  to  ruftic  fports  ;  and  the  indifcreet  contempt 
of  the  ungrateful  youth,  betrayed  the  mifchievous  defigns  of  his 
favourites  and  her  enemies.    EncompaiTed  with  domeftic  foes,  me 
entered  into  a  fecret  negociation  with  the  emperor  Juftinian ;  ob- 
tained the  aflurance  of  a  friendly  reception,  and  had  actually  de- 
pofited  at  Dyrachium  in  Epirus,  a  treafure  of  forty  thoufand  pounds  of 
gold.    Happy  would  it  have  been  for  her  fame  and  fafety,  if  me  had 
calmly  retired  from  barbarous  faction,  to  the  peace  and  fplendour  of 
Conftantinople.     But  the  mind  of  Amalafontha  was  inflamed  by 
ambition  and  revenge  ;  and  while  her  mips  lay  at  anchor  in  the 
port,  fhe  waited  for  the  fuccefs  of  a  crime  which  her  paflions  ex- 
cufed  or  applauded  as  an  ad  of  juftice.    Three  of  the  moft  danger- 
ous malecontents  had  been  feparately  removed,  under  the  pretence 
of  truft  and  command,  to  the  frontiers  of  Italy :  they  were  affafTi- 
nated  by  her  private  emiffaries ;  and  the  blood  of  thefe  noble  Goths 
rendered  the  queen-mother  abfolute  in  the  court  of  Ravenna,  and 
juftly  odious  to  a  free  people.    But  if  me  had  lamented  the  diforders 
of  her  fon,  fhe  foon  wept  his  irreparable  lofs ;  and  the  death  of 
Athalaric,  who,  at  the  age  of  fixteen,  was  confumed  by  premature 
intemperance,  left  her  deftitute  of  any  firm  fupport  or  legal  autho- 
rity.   Inftead  of  fubmitting  to  the  laws  of  her  country,  which  held 
as 'a  fundamental  maxim,  that  the  fucceffion  could  never  pafs  from 
the  lance  to  the  diftafF,  the  daughter  of  Theodoric  conceived  the 
impracticable  defign  of  fharing,  with  one  of  her  coufins,  the  regal 
title,  and  of  referving  in  her  own  hands  the  fubftance  of  flip  re  me 
power.    He  received  the  propofal  with  profound  refpect  and  affect- 
ed gratitude ;  and  the  eloquent  Caffiodorius  announced  to  the  fenate 
and  the  emperor,  that  Amalafontha  and  Theodatus  had  afcended  the 
throne  of  Italy.    His  birth  (for  his  mother  was  the  filler  of  Theo- 
doric) 
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doric)  might  be  confidered  as  an  imperfect  title  ;  and  the  choice  of  c  P. 
Amalafontha  was  more  ftrongly  direded  by  her  contempt  of  his   v.  -j 
avarice  and  pufillanimity,  which  had  deprived  him  of  the  love  of  the 
Italians,  and  the  efteem  of  the  Barbarians.    But  Theodatus  was  ex- 
afperated  by  the  contempt  which  he  deferved  :  her  juftice  had  re- 
preffed  and  reproached  the  oppreffion  which  he  exercifed  againft 
his  Tufcan  neighbours ;  and  the  principal  Goths,  united  by  com- 
mon guilt  and  refentment,  confpired  to  inftigate  his  flow  and  timid 
difpofition.    The  letters  of  congratulation  were  fcarcely  difpatched  Her  exile  and 
before  the  queen  of  Italy  was  imprifoned  in  a  fmall  ifland  of  the  lake  a.  0*535, 
of  Bolfena55,  where,  after  a  fhort  confinement,  fhe  was  ftrangled  Apnl  3C* 
in  the  bath,  by  the  order,  or  with  the  connivance  of  the  new  king, 
who  inftru&ed  his  turbulent  fubje&s  to  fhed  the  blood  of  their  fo- 
vereigns. 

Juftinian  beheld  with  joy  the  diiTenfions  of  the  Goths;  and  the  Belifarius in. 
mediation  of  an  ally  concealed  and  promoted  the  ambitious  views  fubdues" 
of  the  conqueror.  .His  ambaffadors,  in  their  public  audience,  de- 
manded  the  fortrefs  of  Lilybseum,  ten  Barbarian  fugitives,  and  a  juft  Dec-  31* 
compenfation  for  the  pillage  of  a  fmall  town  on  the  Illyrian  borders  ; 
but  they  fecretly  negociated  with  Theodatus  to  betray  the  province 
of  Tufcany,  and  tempted  Amalafontha  to  extricate  herfelf  from 
danger  and  perplexity,  by  a  free  furrender  of  the  kingdom  of  Italv. 
A  falfe  and  fervile  epiftle  was  fubfcribed  by  the  reluctant  hand  of 
the  captive  queen ;  but  the  confefiion  of  the  Roman  fenators,  who 
were  feat  to  Conftantinople,  revealed  the  truth  of  her  deplorable 
fituation  ;  and  Juftinian,  by  the  voice  of  a  new  ambafTador,  raoft 
powerfully  interceded  for  her  life  and  liberty.    Yet  the  fecret  in- 

5S  THe  L:ke,  from  the  neighbouring  towns  celebrates  two  wocdy  ifiands  that  floated  on 

of  Etruria,  was  ltyled  ei  her  Vu'iinienfis  (now  its  waters:  if  a  fable,  how  credulous  the  an- 

of  Bolfena)  or  Tarquinienfis.    It  is  furround-  cients ! — if  a  fail,  how  carelefs  the  moderns! 

ed  with  white  rocks,  and  ftored  with  fi(h  and  Yet,  fince  Pliny,  the  ifland  may  have  been 

wild  fowl.  The  younger  Pliny  (Epift.  ii.  96.)  fixed  by  new  and  gradual  accefHons. 

ftruclions 
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C  H  A  P.  ftrucYions  of  tlic  fame  minifter  were  adapted  to  ferve  the  cruel 

XL[.      .  r 
i.         _  •  jealoufy  of  Theodora,  who  dreaded  the  prefence  and  fuperior  charms 

of  a  rival :  he  prompted,  with  artful  and  ambiguous  hints,  the  exe- 
cution of  a  crime  fo  ufeful  to  the  Romans56 ;  received  the  intelligence 
of  her  death  with  grief  and  indignation,  and  denounced  in  h'13 
matter's  name,  immortal  war  againft  the  perfidious  aflaflin.  In 
Italy,  as  well  as  in  Africa,  the  guilt  of  an  ufurper  appeared  to  juflify 
the  arms  of  Juftinian  ;  but  the  forces  which  he  prepared,  were  in- 
fufficient  for  the  fubverfion  of  a  mighty  kingdom,  if  their  feeble 
numbers  had  not  been  multiplied  by  the  name,  the  fpirit,  and  the 
conduct  of  an  hero.    A  chofen  troop  of  guards,  who  ferved  cn 
horfeback,  and  were  armed  with  lances  and  bucklers,  attended  the 
perfon  of  Belifarius:  his  cavalry  was  compofed  of  two  hundred 
Huns,  three  hundred  Moors,  and  four  thoufand  confederates,  and 
the  infantry  confifted  only  of  three  thoufand  Ifaurians.  Steering 
the  fame  courfe  as  in  his  former  expedition,  the  Roman  conful  caft 
anchor  before  Catana  in  Sicily,  to  furvey  the  ftrength  of  the  ifland, 
and  to  decide  whether  he  mould  attempt  the  conqueft,  or  peaceably 
purfue  his  voyage  for  the  African  coaft.    He  found  a  fruitful  land 
and  a  friendly  people.    Notwithftanding  the  decay  of  agriculture, 
Sicily  ftill  fupplied  the  granaries  of  Rome :  the  farmers  were  gra- 
cioufly  exempted  from  the  oppreffion  of  military  quarters ;  and  the 
Goths,  who  trufted  the  defence  of  the  ifland  to  the  inhabitants,  had 
fome  reafon  to  complain,  that  their  confidence  was  ungratefully 
betrayed.    Inftead  of  foliciting  and  expecting  the  aid  of  the  king  of 
Italy,  they  yielded  to  the  firft  fummons  a  cheerful  obedience :  and 
this  province,  the  firft  fruits  of  the  Punic  wars,  was  again,  after  a 

56  Yet  Proccpius  difcredits  his  own  evi-  lina  to  the  emprefs  Theodora  (Var.  x.  20,  21. 
dence  (Anecdot.  c.  16  ),  by  confefling  that  23.  and  obferve  a  fafpicious  word,  de  ilia 
in  his  public  hiftory  he  had  not  fpoken  the  perfona,  &c),  with  the  elaborate  Commenta- 
truth.    See  the  Epiftles  from  queen  Gunde-    ry  of  Buat  (torn.  x.  p.  177 — 185.). 

long 
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long  reparation,  united  to  the  Roman  empire'7.    The  Gothic  gar-  CHAP, 
rifon  of  Palermo,  which  alone  attempted  to  refift,  was  reduced  after  * 
a  fhort  fiege,  by  a  fingular  ftratagem.     Belifarius  introduced  his 
fhips  into  the  deepeft  recefs  of  the  harbour  ;  their  boats  were  labo- 
rioufly  hoifted  with  ropes  and  pullies  to  the  topmaft  head,  and  he 
filled  them  with  archers,  who,  from  that  fuperior  ftation,  command- 
ed the  ramparts  of  the  city.    After  this  eafy,  though  fuccefsful  cam- 
paign, the  conqueror  entered  Syracufe  in  triumph,  at  the  head  of 
his  victorious  bands,  diftributing  gold  medals  to  the  people,  on  the 
day  which  fo  glorioufly  terminated  the  year  of  the  confulfhip.  He 
parTed  the  winter  feafon  in  the  palace  of  ancient  kings,  amidft  the 
ruins  of  a  Grecian  colony,  which  once  extended  to  a  circumference 
of  two  and  twenty  miles  58 :  but  in  the  fpring,  about  the  feftival  of 
Eafter,  the  profecution  of  his  defigns  was  interrupted  by  a  dangerous 
revolt  of  the  African  forces.    Carthage  was  faved  by  the  prefence  of 
Belifarius,  who  fuddenly  landed  with  a  thoufand  guards.  Two 
thoufand  foldiers  of  doubtful  faith  returned  to  the  ftandard  of  their 
old  commander:  and  he  marched,  without  hefitation,  above  fifty 
miles,  to  feek  an  enemy,  whom  he  affe&ed  to  pity  and  defpife. 
Eight  thoufand  rebels  trembled  at  his  approach  ;  they  were  routed 
at -the  firft  onfet,  by  the  dexterity  of  their  mafter  :  and  this  ignoble 
vi&ory  would  have  reftored  the  peace  of  Africa,  if  the  conqueror 
had  not  been  haftily  recalled  to  Sicily,  to  appeafe  a  fedition  which 
was  kindled  during  his  abfence  in  his  own  campss>.    Diforder  and 

57  For  the  conqueft  of  Sicily,  compare  the  ville  Sicula  (torn.  ii.  p.  174—202.)'  The 
narrative  of  Procopius  with  the  complaints  of  new  city,  reftored  by  Auguftus,  ftuunk  towards 
Totila  (Gothic.  1.  i.  c.  5.  1.  iii.  c.  16.).    The  the  ifland. 

Gothic  queen  had  lately  relieved  that  thank-  59  pr0copius  (Vandal.  I.  ii.  c.  14,  15.)  fo 

lefs  ifland  (Var.  ix.  10,  11.).  clearly  relates  the  return  of  Belifarius  into 

58  The  ancient  magnitude  and  fplendour  Sicily  (p.  146.  edit.  Hoefchelii),  that  I  am 
of  the  five  quarters  of  Syracufe,  are  deline-  aftoniihed  at  the  ftrange  mifappreher.ficn  and 
ated  by  Cicero  (in  Verrem,  aclio  ii.  1.  iv.  reproaches  of  a  learned  critic  (Oeuvres  de  la 
c-  52>  53-)»Stral3°  0-  v*«  P-  415-)j  and-  d'Or-  Mothe  le  Vayer,  torn.  viii.  p.  162,  163.). 

dilbbe- 
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CHAP,  difobedience  were  the  common  malady  of  the  times :  the  genius  to 

^— ~v  >  command,  and  the  virtue  to  obey,  relided  only  in  the  mind  of  Beli- 

farius. 

Reign  and  Although  Theodatus  defcended  from  a  race  of  heroes,  he  was 
Theodatus,  ignorant  of  the  art,  and  averfe  to  the  dangers,  of  war.  Although 
kingofltaly,  ne  had*  ftudied  the  writings  of  Plato  and  Tully,  philofophy  was  in- 
oifi^ber— '  capable  of  purifying  his  mind  from  the  bafeft  paflions,  avarice  and 
A.  D.^536,  fear>  He  had  purchafed  a  fceptre  by  ingratitude  and  murther  :  at 
the  firft  menace  of  an  enemy,  he  degraded  his  own  majefty,  and 
that  of  a  nation,  which  already  difdained  their  unworthy  fovereign. 
Aftonifhed  by  the  recent  example  of  Gelimer,  he  faw  himfelf  drag- 
ged in  chains  through  the  ftreets  of  Constantinople :  the  terrors  which 
Belifarius  infpired,  were  heightened  by  the  eloquence  of  Peter,  the 
Byzantine  ambaflador ;  and  that  bold  and  fubtle  advocate  perfuaded 
him  to  fign  a  treaty,  too  ignominious  to  become  the  foundation  of 
a  lading  peace.  It  was  Stipulated,  that  in  the  acclamations  of  the 
Roman  people,  the  name  of  the  emperor  mould  be  always  pro- 
claimed before  that  of  the  Gothic  king ;  and  that  as  often  as  the 
ftatue  of  Theodatus  was  erected  in  brafs  or  marble,  the  divine  image 
of  Juftinian  fhould  be  placed  on  its  right  hand.  Inftead  of  confer- 
ring, the  king  of  Italy  was  reduced  to  folicit,  the  honours  of  the 
fenate ;  and  the  confent  of  the  emperor  was  made  indifpenfable  be- 
fore he  could  execute,  againft  a  prieft  or  fenator,  the  fentence  either 
of  death  or  confifcation.  The  feeble  monarch  refigned  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  Sicily ;  offered,  as  the  annual  mark  of  his  dependence,  a 
crown  of  gold,  of  the  weight  of  three  hundred  pounds  ;  and  pro- 
mifed  to  fupply,  at  the  requiution  of  his  fovereign,  three  thoufand 
Gothic  auxiliaries  for  the  fervice  of  the  empire.  Satisfied  with  thefe 
extraordinary  conceffions,  the  fuccefsful  agent  of  Juftinian  haftened 
his  journey  to  Conftantinople ;  but  no  fooner  had  he  reached  the 
7  Alban 
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Alban  villa t0,  than  he  was  recalled  by  the  anxiety  of  Theodatus  •  CHAP. 

XLI. 

and  the  dialogue  which  pafTed  between  the  king  and  the  ambafla- 
dor  deferves  to  be  reprefented  in  its  original  fimplicity.  "  Are  you 
"  of  opinion  that  the  emperor  will  ratify  this  treaty?  Perhaps. 
"  If  he  refufes,  what  confequence  will  enfue  ?  War.  Will  fuch 
M  a  war  be  juft  or  reafonable  ?  Moji  ajfuredly  :  every  one  fould 
u  acJ  according  to  his  characler.  What  is  your  meaning  ?  You 
"  are  a  philofopher — Jufinian  is  emperor  of  the  Romans :  it  would 
"  ///  become  the  difciple  of  Plato  to  feed  the  blood  of  thoufands  in  his 
"  private  quarrel:  the  fucceffor  of  Augufus  Jhould  vindicate  his  rights , 
**  and  recover  by  arms  the  ancient  provinces  of  his  empire."  This 
reafoning  might  not  convince,  but  it  was  fufficient  to  alarm  and 
fubdue  the  weaknefs  of  Theodatus ;  and  he  foon  defcended  to  his 
laft  offer,  that  for  the  pcor  equivalent  of  a  penfion  of  forty-eight 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,- he  would  refign  the  kingdom  of  the  Goths 
and  Italians,  and  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  the  innocent 
pleafures  of  philofophy  and  agriculture.  Both  treaties  were  entrufted 
to  the  hands  of  the  ambaflador,  on  the  frail  fecurity  of  an  oath  not 
to  produce  the  fecond  till  the  firft  had  been  pofitively  rejected.  The 
event  may  be  eafily  forefeen  :  Juftinian  required  and  accepted  the 
abdication  of  the  Gothic  king.  His  indefatigable  agent  returned 
from  Constantinople  to  Ravenna,  with  ample  inftruclions  ;  and  a  fair 
epiftle,  which  praifed  the  wifdom  and  generofity  of  the  royal  phi- 
lofopher, granted  his  penfion,  with  the  afTurance  of  fuch  honours 
as  a  fubjedt,  and  a  Catholic  might  enjoy  ;  and  wifely  referred  the 
final  execution  of  the  treaty,  to  the  prefence  and  authority  of  Beli- 
farius.    But  in  the  interval  of  fufpenfe,  two  Roman  generals,  who 

60  The  ancient  Alba  was  ruined  in  the  firft  Prancrian  cohorts.    3.  The  modern  epifco- 

ageofRome.  On  the  fame  fpot,  or  at  leaft  in  pal  city  of  Albanum  or  Albano  (Procop. 

the  neighbourhood,  fucceflively  arofe,  i.The  Gcth.  I,  ii.  c.  4.    Cluver.  Ical.  Antiq.  torn, 

villa  of  Pompey,  &c.    2.  A  camp  of  the  ii.  p.  914.). 

Vol.  IV.  Z  had 
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CHAP,  had  entered  the  province  of  Dalmatia,  were  defeated  and  flain  by 
i_  -.-  the  Gothic  troops.  From  blind  and  abject  defpair,  Theodatus  ca- 
pricioufly  rofe  to  groundlefs  and  fatal  prefumption6',  and  dared  to 
receive  with  menace  and  contempt,  the  ambaflador  of  Juftinian, 
who  claimed  his  promife,  folicited  the  allegiance  of  his  fubjedts,  and 
boldly  aiTerted  the  inviolable  privilege  of  his  own  character.  The 
march  of  Belifarius  difpelled  this  vifionary  pride  j  and  as  the  firft 
campaign  61  was  employed  in  the  reduction  of  Sicily,  the  invafion 
of  Italy  is  applied  by  Procopius  to  the  fecond  year  of  the  Gothic 
war". 

Belifarius  in-  After  Belifarius  had  left  fufficient  garrifons  in  Palermo  and  Syra- 
and^educes  cufe,  he  embarked  his  troops  at  Meffina,  and  landed  them,  without 
^Al)S'ss7  refiftance>  on  tne  oppofite  mores  of  Rhegium.  A  Gothic  prince, 
who  had  married  the  daughter  of  Theodatus,  was  ftationed  with  an 
army  to  guard  the  entrance  of  Italy  ;  but  he  imitated,  without 
fcruple,  the  example  of  a  fovereign,  faithlefs  to  his  public  and  pri- 
vate duties.  The  perfidious  Ebermor  deferted  with  his  followers  to 
the  Roman  camp,  and  was  difmuTed  to  enjoy  the  lervile  honours 
of  the  Byzantine  court6*.  From  Rhegium  to  Naples,  the  fleet  and 
army  of  Belifarius,  almoft  always  in  view  of  each  other,  advanced 

A  Sibylline  oracle  was  ready  to  pro-  editors  of  Sigonius).  Yet  in  fome  palTages 
nounce  —  Africa  capta  mundus  cum  nato  peri-  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  reconcile  the  dates  of  Pro- 
bit ;  a  fentence  of  portentous  ambiguity  copius  with  hirnfelf,  and  with  the  Chronicle 
(Gothic.  1.  i.  c.  -j.),  which  has  been  pub!i(h-  of  Marcellinus. 

e'd  in  unknown  characters  by  Opfopreus,  an       63  The  feries  of  the  firft  Gothic  war  is  re- 

e.iitor  of  the  oracles.    The  Pere  Maltret  has  prefented  by  Procopius  (1.  i.  c.  5— -29.  I.  ii. 

promifed  a  commentary ;  but  all  his  promifes  c.  1 — 30.  1.  iii.  c.  1.)  till  the  captivity  cf 

have  been  vain  and  fruitless.  Vitiges.     With  the  aid  of  Sigonius  (Opp. 

61  In  his  chronology,  imitated  in  fome  de-  torn.  i.  de  Imp.  Occident.  1.  xvii,  xviii.)  and 

gree  from  Thucydides,  Procopius  begins  each  Muratori  (Annali  d'ltalia,  torn,  v.),  I  have 

ipring  the  years  of  Juflinian  and  of  the  Gothic  glean2d  fome  few  additional  fafts. 
war;  and  his  firft  aera  coincides  with  the  1  it       6*  Jomandes,  de  Rebus  Geticis,  c,  60. 

of  April  535,  and  not  536,  according  to  the  p.  702.  edit.  Grot,  and  torn.  i.  p.  Z2i.  Mu- 

Annals  of  Baronius  (Pagi,  Crit.   torn.  ii.  ratori,  de  Succeff.  P.egn.  p.  241. 
p.  555.  who  is  followed  by  Mur&tcri  and  the 

near 
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near  three  hundred  miles  along  the  fea-coaft.    The  people  of  Brut-  CHAP. 

tium,  Lucania,  and  Campania,  who  abhorred  the  name  and  reli-  v- — . — 

gion  of  the  Goths,  embraced  the  fpecious  excufe,  that  their  ruined 

walls  were  incapable  of  defence  :  the  foldiers  paid  a  juft  equivalent 

for  a  plentiful  market  ;  and  curiofity  alone  interrupted  the  peaceful 

occupations  of  the  hufbandman  or  artificer.    Naples,  which  has 

fwelled  to  a  great  and  populous  capital,  long  cherifhed  the  language 

and  manners  of  a  Grecian  colony f  5  ;  and  the  choice  of  Virgil  had 

ennobled  this  elegant  retreat,  which  attracted  the  lovers  of  repofe 

and  ftudy,  from  the  noife,  the  fmoke,  and  the  laborious  opulence 

of  Rome".    As  foon  as  the  place  was  inverted  by  fea  and  land, 

Belifarius  gave  audience  to  the  deputies  of  the  people,  who  exhorted 

him  to  difregard  a  conqueft  unworthy  of  his  arms,  to  feek  the  Gothic 

king  in  a  field  of  battle,  and  after  his  victory,  to  claim,  as  the  fove- 

reign  of  Rome,  the  allegiance  of  the  dependent  cities.    "  When  I 

"  treat  with  my  enemies,"  replied  the  Roman  chief,  with  an  haughty 

fmile,  "  I  am  more  accuftomed  to  give  than  to  receive  counfel :  but 

"  I  hold  in  one  hand  inevitable  ruin,  and  in  the  other,  peace  and 

"  freedom,  fuch  as  Sicily  now  enjoys."    The  impatience  of  delay 

urged  him  to  grant  the  moft  liberal  terms  j  his  honour  fecured  their 

performance  :  but  Naples  wras  divided  into  two  factions  ;  and  the 

Greek  democracy  was  inflamed  by  their  orators,  who,  with  much 

fpirit  and  fome  truth,  reprefented  to  the  multitude,  that  the  Goths 

would  punifh  their  defe&ion,    and  that  Belifarius  himfelf  muft 

efteem  their  loyalty  and  valour.    Their  deliberations,  however,  were 

*s  Nero  (fays  Tacitus,  Annal.  xv.  35.)       66  The  otium  of  Naples  is  praifed  by  the 

Neapolim  quafi   Graecam   urbem   delegit.  Roman  poets,  by  Virgil,  Horace,  Silius  Ita- 

One  hundred  and  fifty  years  afterwards,  in  licus,  and  Statius  (Cluver.  Ital.  Ant.  1.  iv. 

the  time  of  Septimius  Severus,  the  Hellenifm  p.  1149,  1150.).    In  an  elegant  epiftle  (Sylv. 

of  the  Neapolitans  is  praifed  by  Philoftratus:  1.  iii.  5.  p.  94—98.  edit.  Markland),  Statius 

^ijo?  EW.i;>!5  kx\  arvxot,  o8e»  xat  rxq  crrruoai  tu;*  undertakes  the  difficult  talk  of  drawing  his 

loywv  TLX?\r,wcoi  an  (Icon,  l.i.  p.  763.  edit,  wife  from  the  pleafures  of  Rome  to  that  calm 

Clear.).  retreat. 
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CHAP,  not  perfectly  free  :  the  city  was  commanded  by  eight  hundred  Bar- 

X  LI. 

barians,  whofe  wives  and  children  were  detained  at  Ravenna  as  the 
pledge  of  their  fidelity  ;  and  even  the  Jews,  who  were  rich  and 
numerous,  refilled,  with  defperate  enthufiafm,  the  intolerant  laws  of 
Juftinian.  In  a  much  later  period,  the  circumference  of  Naples67 
meafured  only  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty- three  paces"  : 
the  fortifications  were  defended  by  precipices  or  the  fea  ;  when  the 
aqueducts  were  intercepted,  a  fupply  of  water  might  be  drawn  from 
wells  and  fountains ;  and  the  flock  of  provifions  was  fufficient  to 
confume  the  patience  of  the  befiegers.  At  the  end  of  twenty  days, 
that  of  Belifarius  was  almoft  exhaufted,  and  he  had  reconciled  him- 
felf  to  the  difgrace  of  abandoning  the  fiege,  that  he  might  march, 
before  the  winter  feafon,  againft  Rome  and  the  Gothic  king.  But 
his  anxiety  was  relieved  by  the  bold  curiofity  of  an  Ifaurian,  who 
explored  the  dry  channel  of  an  aqueduct,  and  fecretly  reported,  that 
a  paffage  might  be  perforated  to  introduce  a  file  of  armed  foldiers 
into  the  heart  of  the  city.  When  the  work  had  been  filently  exe- 
cuted, the  humane  general  rifked  the  difcovery  of  his  iecret,  by  a 
laft  and  fruitlefs  admonition  of  the  impending  danger.  In  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  four  hundred  Romans  entered  the  aqueduct,  raifed 
themfelves  by  a  rope,  which  they  fattened  to  an  olive  tree,  into  the 
houfe  or  garden  of  a  folitary  matron,  founded  their  trumpets,  furprifed 
the  centinels,  and  gave  admittance  to  their  companions,  who  on  all 
fides  fcaled  the  walls,  and  burft  open  the  gates  of  the  city.  Every 
crime  which  is  punifhed  by  focial  juftice,  was  praclifed  as  the  rights 
of  war  ;  the  Huns  were  diftinguiflied  by  cruelty  and  facrilege,  and 

*7  This  meafure  was  taken  by  Roger  I.  pol.  I.  i.  p.  47.),  and  contains  more  inhabit- 
after  the  conqueft  of  Naples  (A.  D.  1139),  ants  (350,000)  in  a  given  fpace,  than  any 
which  he  made  the  capital  of  his  new  king-  other  fpot  in  the  known  world, 
dom  (Giannone,  Iftoria  Civile,  torn.  ii.  *3  Not  geometrical,  but  common,  paces 
p-  169.).  That  city,  the  third  in  Chriftian  or  fteps,  of  22  French  inches  (d'Anville,  Me- 
Europe,  is  now  at  leaft  twelve  miles  in  cir-  fures  Itineraires,  p  7,  8.)  :  the  2363  do  not 
conference  (Jul.  Casfar.  Capaccii  Hid.  Nea-  make  an  Englilh  mile. 

Belifa- 
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Belifarius  alone  appeared  in  the  ftreets  and  churches  of  Naples,  to  c  HA  P 
moderate  the  calamities  which  he  predicted.  M  The  gold  and  filvcr,"  - 


he  repeatedly  exclaimed,  "  are  the  juft  rewards  of  your  valour. 
"  But  fparc  the  inhabitants,  they  are  Chriftians,  they  are  fuppliants, 
"  they  are  now  your  fellow-fubjects.  Reftore  the  children  to  their 
"  parents,  the  wives  to  their  hufbands ;  and  mew  them  by  your 
u  generoiity,  of  what  friends  they  have  obftinately  deprived  them- 
"  felves."  The  city  was  faved  by  the  virtue  and  authority  of  its 
conqueror69;  and  when  the  Neapolitans  returned  to  their  houfes, 
they  found  fome  confolation  in  the  fecret  enjoyment  of  their  hidden 
treafures.  The  Barbarian  garrifon  enlifted  in  the  fervice  of  the  em- 
peror ;  Apulia  and  Calabria,  delivered  from  the  odious  prefence  of 
the  Goths,  acknowledged  his  dominion ;  and  the  tufks  of  the  Caly- 
donian  boar,  which  were  ftill  fhewn  at  Beneventum,  are  curioufly 
defcribed  by  the  hiftorian  of  Belifarius 7<*. 

The  faithful  foldiers  and  citizens  of  Naples  had  expected  their  Vitlges.ting 
deliverance  from' a  prince,  who  remained  the  inactive  and  almoft  A.IX536, 
indifferent  fpectator  of  their  ruin.    Theodatus  fecured  his  perfon  a^d^J^c. 
within  the  walls  of  Rome,  while  his  cavalry  advanced  forty  miles 
on  the  Appian  way,  and  encamped  in  the  Pomptine  marfhes ;  which, 
by  a  canal  of  nineteen  miles  in  length,  had  been  recently  drained 
and  converted  into  excellent  paftures7'.    But  the  principal  forces  of 
the  Goths  were  difperfed  in  Dalmatia,  Venetia,  and  Gaul  j  and  the 

69  Belifarius  was  reproved  by  Pope  Sylve-  the  brutes  (not  the  hog)  quarrelled  with  a 
rius  for  the  mafiacre.    He  repeopled  Naples,  lady  for  the  head. 

and  imported  colonies  of  African  captives  11  The  Decennovium  is  flrangely  confound- 

into  Sicily,   Calabria,    and  Apulia    (Hid.  ed  by  Cluverius  (torn.  ii.  p.  1007.)  with  the 

Mifcell.  1.  xvi.  in  Muratori,  torn  i.  p.  106,  river  Ufens.    It  was  in  truth  a  canal  of  nine- 

107.).  teen  miles,  from  Forum  Appii  to  Terracina, 

70  Beneventum  was  built  by  Diomede,  the  on  which  Horace  embarked  in  the  night.  The 
nephewcf  Meleager  (Cluver,  tom.ii.  p.  1195,  Decennovium  which  is  mentioned  by  Lucan, 
1 196.).  The  Calydonian  hunt  is  a  picture  of  Dion  Caffius,  and  Caffiodorius,  has  been 
favage  life  (Ovid,  Metamorph.l.  viii.).  Thirty  fucce(fively  ruined,  reitored,  and  obliterated 
or  forty  heroes  were  leagued  againft.  a  hog :  (d'Anville,  Analyfe  de  l'ltalie,  p.  185,  &c). 

10  feeble 
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feeble  mind  of  their  king  was  confounded  by  the  unfuccefsful  event 
of  a  divination,  which- feemed  to  prefage  the  downfal  of  his  em- 
pire71. The  moil  abject  dives  have  arraigned  the  guilt  or  weaknefs 
of  an  unfortunate  mafter.  The  character  of  Theodatus  was  rigor- 
oufly  fcrutinized  by  a  free  and  idle  camp  of  Barbarians,  confcious 
of  their  privilege  and  power  :  he  was  declared  unworthv  of  his 
race,  his  nation,  and  his  throne  ;  and  their  general  Vitiges,  whofe 
valour  had  been  fignalized  in  the  Illyrian  war,  was  raifed  with  una- 
nimous applaufe  on  the  bucklers  of  his  companions.  On  the  firft 
rumour,  the  abdicated  monarch  fled  from  the  juftice  of  his  country  ; 
but  he  was  puriued  by  private  revenge.  A  Goth  whom  he  had  in- 
jured in  his  love,  overtook  Theodatus  on  the  Flaminian  way,  and 
regardlefs  of  his  unmanly  cries,  fiaughtered  him,  as  he  lay  proflrate 
on  the  ground,  like  a  victim  (fays  the  hiftorian)  at  the  foot  of  the 
altar.  The  choice  of  the  people  is  the  beft  and  pureft  title  to  reign 
over  them  :  yet  fuch  is  the  prejudice  of  every  age,  that  Vitiges  im- 
patiently wifhed  to  return  to  Ravenna,  where  he  might  feize,  with 
the  reluctant  hand  of  the  daughter  of  Amalafontha,  fome  faint 
fhadow  of  hereditary  right.  A  national  council  was  immediately 
held,  and  the  new  monarch  reconciled  the  impatient  fpirit  of  the 
Barbarians,  to  a  meafure  of  difgrace,  which  the  milconduct  of  his 
predeceflbr  rendered  wife  and  indifpenfable.  The  Goths  confented 
to  retreat  in  the  prefence  of  a  victorious  enemy ;  to  delay  till  the 
next  fpring  the  operations  of  offenfive  war  ;  to  fummon  their  Mat- 
tered forces  ;  to  relinquifli  their  diftant  pofTeffions,  and  to  truft  even 
Rome  itfelf  to  the  faith  of  its  inhabitants.  Leuderis,  an  aged  war- 
rior, was  left  in  the  capital  with  four  thoufand  foldiers  ;  a  feeble 

71  A  Jew  gratified  his  contempt  and  hatred  the  firft,  almoft  all  were  found  dead— almoft 
for  all  the  Chriftians,  by  inclofing  three  bands,  all  of  the  fecond  were  alive— of  the  third, 
each  of  ten  hogs,  and  difcriminated  by  the  half  died,  and  the  reft  loft  their  briftles.  No 
names  of  Goths,  Greeks,  and  Romans.    Of   unfuitable  emblem  of  the  event. 

garrifon, 
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garrifon,  which  might  have  feconded  the  zeal,  though  it  was  Incapable  chap. 

of  oppofing  the  wifhes,  of  the  Romans.  But  a  momentary  enthufiafm  <  — ' 

of  religion  and  patriotifm  was  kindled  in  their  minds.    They  furi- 
oufly  exclaimed,  that  the  apoftolic  throne  mould  no  longer  be  pro- 
faned by  the  triumph  or  toleration  of  Arianifm  ;  that  the  tombs  of 
the  Ca^fars  mould  no  longer  be  trampled  by  the  favages  of  the 
north ;  and  without  reflecting,  that  Italy  mull:  fink  into  a  province 
of  Conftantinople,  they  fondly  hailed  the  reftoration  of  a  Roman 
emperor  as  a  new  sera  of  freedom  and  profperity.    The  deputies  of 
the  pope  and  clergy,  of  the  lenate  and  people,  invited  the  lieutenant 
of  Juftinian  to  accept  their  voluntary  allegiance,  and  to  enter  the 
city,  whofe  gates  would  be  thrown  open  for  his  reception.  As  foon  as 
Belifarius  had  fortified  his  new  conquefts,  Naples  and  Cuma?,  he  ad- 
vanced about  twenty  miles  to  the  banks  of  the  Vulturnus,  contem- 
plated the  decayed  grandeur  of  Capua,  and  halted  at  the  feparation 
of  the  Latin  and  Appian  ways.    The  work  of  the  cenfor,  after  the 
incefTant  ufe  of  nine  centuries,  ftill  preferved  its  primaeval  beauty,  and 
not  a  flaw  could  be  difcovered  in  the  large  polifhed  ftones,  of  which 
that  folid,  though  narrow  road,  was  fo  firmly  compacted  7>.  Beli- 
farius, however,  preferred  the  Latin  way,  which,   at  a  diftance 
from  the  fea  and  the  marines,  fkirted  in  a  fpace  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  along  the  foot  of  the  mountains.    His  enemies  Belifarius 
had  difappeared  ;  when  he  made  his  entrance  through  the  Afinarian  a.'d^o"*' 
gate,  the  garrifon  departed  without  moleftation  along  the  Flaminian  Dec'  1Q' 
way  ;  and  the  city,  after,  fixty  years  fervitude,  was  delivered  from 
the  yoke  of  the  Barbarians.    Leuderis  alone,  from  a  motive  of  pride 
or  difcontent,  refilled  to  accompany  the  fugitives  ;  and  the  Gothic 

73  Bergier  (tlift.  des  Grands  Chemir.s  des    d'AnviHe  (Analyfe  de  1'Italie,  p.  200—213.) 
Romains,  torn.  i.  p.  221  —  223.  440—444  )    defines  the  geographical  line, 
examines  the  ftiudure  and  materials,  while 

chief, 
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C  *vw  P'  c^ie^>  himfelf  a  trophy  of  the  victory,  was  fent  with  the  keys  of 

A  J-j  i. 

\— ^ — — /   Rome,  to  the  throne  of  the  emperor  Juftinian7+. 

Siege  of  The  firfl  days,  which  coincided  with  the  old  Saturnalia,  were  de- 

Rome  by  the 

Goths,  voted  to  mutual  congratulation  and  the  public  joy  :  and  the  Catholics 
March.53''  prepared  to  celebrate,  without  a  rival,  the  approaching  feftival  of  the 
nativity  of  Chrift.  In  the  familiar  converfation  of  an  hero,  the 
Romans  acquired  fome  notion  of  the  virtues  which  hiftory  afcribed 
to  their  anceftors  ;  they  were  edified  by  the  apparent  refpedt,  of  Be- 
lifarius  for  the  fucceiTor  of  St.  Peter,  and  his  rigid  difcipline  fecured 
in  the  midft  of  war  the  bleffings  of  tranquillity  and  juftice. 
They  applauded  the  rapid  fuccefs  of  his  arms,  which  over-ran  the 
adjacent  country,  as  far  as  Narni,  Perufia,  and  Spoleto  ;  but  they 
trembled,  the  fenate,  the  clergy,  and  the  unwarlike  people,  as  foon 
as  they  underftood,  that  he  had  refolved,  and  would  fpeedily  be  re- 
duced, to  fuftain  a  fiege  againft  the  powers  of  the  Gothic  monarchy. 
The  defigns  of  Vitiges  were  executed,  during  the  winter  feafon, 
with  diligence  and  effect.  From  their  ruftic  habitations,  from  their 
diftant  garrifons,  the  Goths  alTembled  at  Ravenna  for  the  defence 
of  their  country ;  and  fuch  were  their  numbers,  that  after  an  army 
had  been  detached  for  the  relief  of  Dalmatia,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thoufand  fighting  men  marched  under  the  royal  flandard.  Accord- 
ing to  the  degrees  of  rank  or  merit,  the  Gothic  king  distributed  arms 
'  and  horfes,  rich  gifts,  and  liberal  promifes  :  he  moved  along  the 
Flaminian  way,  declined  the  ufelefs  fieges  of  Perufia  and  Spoleto, 
refpecled  the  impregnable  rock  of  Narni,  and  arrived  within  two 
miles  of  Rome  at  the  foot  of  the  Milvian  bridge.    The  narrow  paf- 

74  Of  the  full  recovery  of  Rome,  theyear  the  day  (the  tenth)  may  be  admitted  on  the 

(536)  is  certain,  from  the  feries  of  events,  flightevidence  of  Nicephorus  Calliftus  (J.xvii. 

rather  than  from  the  corrupt,  or  interpolated,  c.  13  ).    For  this  accurate  chronology,  we 

t£xt  of  Procopius :  the  month  (December)  is  are  indebted  to  the  diligence  and  judgment  of 

aicertained  by  Evagrius  (l.  iv.  c.  19.) ;  and  Pagi  (torn.  ii.  p.  559,  560.). 
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fage  was  fortified  with  a  tower,  and  Belifarius  had  computed  the 
value  df  the  twenty  days,  which  muft  be  loft  in  the  construction 
of  another  bridge.  But  the  confternation  of  the  foldiers  of  the 
tower,  who  either  fled  or  deferted,  difappointed  his  hopes,  and  be- 
trayed his  perfon  into  the  molt  imminent  danger.  At  the  head  of 
one  thoufand  horfe,  the  Roman  general  fallied  from  the  Flaminian 
gate  to  mark  the  ground  of  an  advantageous  pofition,  and  to  furvey 
the  camp  of  the  Barbarians  ;  but  while  he  ft  ill  believed  them  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Tyber,  he  wras  fuddenly  encompaffed  and  af- 
faulted  by  their  innumerable  fquadrons.  The  fate  of  Italy  depended 
on  his  life  ;  and  the  deferters  pointed  to  the  confpicuous  horfe,  a 
bay 7S,  with  a  white  face,  which  he  rode  on  that  memorable  day. 
**  Aim  at  the  bay  horfe,"  was  the  univerfal  cry.  Every  bow  was 
bent,  every  javelin  was  directed  againft  that  fatal  object,  and  the 
command  was  repeated  and  obeyed  by  thoufands  who  were  igno- 
rant of  its  real  motive.  The  bolder  Barbarians  advanced  to  the  more 
honourable  combat  of  fwords  and  fpears;  and  the  praife  of  an  enemy 
lias  graced  the  fall  of  Vifandus,  the  ftandard-bearer  76,  who  main- 
tained his  foremoft  ftation,  till  he  was  pierced  with  thirteen  wounds, 
perhaps  by  the  hand  of  Belifarius  himfelf.  The  Roman  general 
was  ftrong,  active,  and  dextrous  :  on  every  fide  he  difcharged  his 
weighty  and  mortal  ftrokes :  his  faithful  guards  imitated  his  valour, 
and  defended  his  perfon  ;  and  the  Goi  ha,  after  the  lofs  of  a  thoufand 
men,  fled  before  the  arms  of  an  hero.  They  were  rafhly  purfued 
to  their  camp ;  and  the  Romans,  opprefled  by  multitudes,  made  a 

75  An  horfe  of  a  bay  or  red  colour  was       76  I  interpret  /?a«o»Aaficc,  not  as  a  proper 

flyled  by  the  Greeks,  balan  by  the  Bar-  name,  bin  an  office,  ftandard-bears.-,  from 

barians,  and  fpadix  by  the  Romans.    Honefii  lar.idum  (vexillum),  a  Barbaric  word  .i^oprei 

fpadices,  fays  Virgil  (Georgic.  I.  iii.  72.  with  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans  (Paul  Diacon. 

the  Obfervations  of  Martin  and  Heyne).  1.  i.  c.  20.  p.  760.    Grot.  Nomina  Gothka, 

i>ao4  or  0<*"»,  frgnifies  a  branch  of  the  palm-  p.  575.     Ducange,  Glo'f.  L3tia.  torn.  i. 

tree,  whofe  name,  $wnl,  is  fynonymous  to  p.  539,  540  ). 
red  (Aulus  Gellius,  ii.  26.). 

Vol.  IV,  A  a  gradual, 
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gradual,  and  at  length  a  precipitate  retreat  to  the  gates  of  the  city : 
the  gates  were  fhut  againft  the  fugitives  ;  and  the  public  terror  was 
encreafed,  by  the  report,  that  Belifarius  was  (lain.  His  countenance 
was  indeed  disfigured  by  fweat,  duft,  and  blood  ;  his  voice  was 
hoarfe,  his  ftrength  was  alraoft  exhaufted  ;  but  his  unconquerable 
fpirit  ftill  remained  j  he  imparted  that  fpirit  to  his  defponding  com- 
panions j  and  their  laft  defperate  charge  was  felt  by  the  flying  Bar- 
barians, as  if  a  new  army,  vigorous  and  entire,  had  been  poured 
from  the  city.  The  Flamiman  gate  was  thrown  open  to  a  real 
triumph  j  but  it  was  not  before  Belifarius  had  vifited  every  poft, 
and  provided  for  the  public  fafety,  that  he  could  be  perfuaded  by 
his  wife  and  friends,  to  tafte  the  needful  refreshments  of  food  and 
fleep.  In  the  more  improved  ftate  of  the  art  of  war,  a  general  is 
feldom  required,  or  even  permitted  to  difplay  the  perfonal  prowefs 
of  a  foldier  ;  and  the  example  of  Belifarius  may  be  added  to  the  rare 
examples  of  Henry  IV.  of  Pyrrhus,  and  of  Alexander. 

After  this  firft  and  unfuccefsful  trial  of  their  enemies,  the  whole 
army  of  the  Goths  pafTed  the  Tyber,  and  formed  the  fiege  of  the 
city,  which  continued  above  a  year,  till  their  final  departure.  What- 
ever fancy  may  conceive,  the  fevere  compafs  of  the  geographer  de- 
fines the  circumference  of  Rome  within  a  line  of  twelve  miles  and 
three  hundred  and  forty-five  paces ;  and  that  circumference,  except 
in  the  Vatican,  has  invariably  been  the  fame  from  the  triumph  of 
Aurelian,  to  the  peaceful  but  obfeure  reign  of  the  modern  popes". 
But  in  the  day  of  her  greatnefs,  the  fpace  within  her  walls  was 
crowded  with  habitations    and   inhabitants  j    and  the  populous 


77  M.  d'Anville  has  given,  in  the  Me- 
moires  of  the  Academy  for  the  year  1756 
(torn.  xxx.  p.  198—236.),  a  plan  of  Rome 
on  a  fmaller  fcale,  but  far  more  accurate 
than  that  which  he  had  delineated  in  1738 
for  Rollin's  hiftory.     Experience  had  im- 


proved his  knowledge ;  and,  inftead  of  Rofli's 
topography,  he  ufed  the  new  and  excellent 
map  of  Nolli.  Pliny's  old  meafure  of  xiii 
mult  be  reduced  to  viii  miles.  It  is  eafier  to 
alter  a  text,  than  to  remove  hills  or  buildings, 

fuburbs 
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fuburbs  that  ftretched  along  the  public  roads,  were  darted  like  fo 
many  rays  from  one  common  centre.  Adverfity  fwept  away  thefe 
extraneous  ornaments,  and  left  naked  and  defolate,  a  confiderable 
part  even  of  the  feven  hills.  Yet  Rome,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  could 
fend  into  the  field  above  thirty  thoufand  males  of  a  military  age  78  j 
and,  notwithstanding  the  want  of  difcipline  and  exercife,  the  far 
greater  part,  enured  to  the  hardfhips  of  poverty,  might  be  capable  of 
bearing  arms  for  the  defence  of  their  country  and  religion.  The 
prudence  of  Belifarius  did  not  neglect  this  important  refource.  His 
foldiers  were  relieved  by  the  zeal  and  diligence  of  the  people,  who 
watched  while  they  flept,  and  laboured  while  they  repofed  :  he  ac- 
cepted the  voluntary  fervice  of  the  braveft  and  moft  indigent  of  the 
Roman  youth  ;  and  the  companies  of  townfmen  fometimes  repre- 
fented,  in  a  vacant  port,  the  prefence  of  the  troops  which  had  been 
drawn  away  to  more  elTential  duties.  But  his  juft  confidence  was 
placed  in  the  veterans  who  had  fought  under  his  banner  in  the 
Perfian  and  African  wars ;  and  although  that  gallant  band  was  re- 
duced to  five  thoufand  men,  he  undertook,  with  fuch  contemptible 
numbers,  to  defend  a  circle  of  twelve  miles,  againft  an  army  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  Barbarians.  In  the  walls  of  Rome, 
which  Belifarius  conftructed  or  reftored,  the  materials  of  ancient 
architecture  may  be  difcerned 79 ;  and  the  whole  fortification  was 
completed,  except  in  a  chafm  ftill  extant  between  the  Pincian  and 
Flaminian  gates,  which  the  prejudices  of  the  Goths  and  Romans 
left  under  the  effectual  guard  of  St.  Peter  the  apoftle so.  The  battle- 
ments or  baftions  were  fhaped  in  fharp  angles ;  a  ditch,  broad  and 

78  In  the  year  1709,  Labat  (Voyages  en  Antica,  1.  i.  c.  viii.  p.  31.)  could  diltinguilh 

Italie,  torn.  iii.  p.  218.)  reckoned- 138,568  the  tumultuarie  opere  di  Belifario. 
Chriftian  fouls,  befides  8  or  10,000  Jews —       80  The  fiflure  and  leaning  in  the  upper  part 

without  fouls? — In  the  year  1763,  the  num-  of  the  wall,  which  Procopius  obferved  (Goth, 

bers  exceeded  160,000.  1.  i.  c.  13.),  is  vifible  to  the  prefent  hour  (Do- 

39  The  accurate  eye  of  Nardini  (Roma  nat.  Roma  Vetus,  1.  i.  c.  17.  p.  53,  54.). 

A  a  2  deep, 
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CHAP,  deep,  protected  the  foot  of  the  rampart  ;  and  the  archers  on  the 
■l_        _f  rampart  were  aflifted  by  military  engines ;  the  balijla,  a  powerful 
crofs-bovv,  which  darted  fhort  but  maiTy  arrows  ;  the  onagri,  or  wild 
afles,  which,  on  the  principle  of  a  fling,  threw  Hones  and  bullets  of 
an  enormous  fize "'.    A  chain  was  drawn  acrofs  the  Tyber  ;  the 
arches  of  the  aqueducts  were  made  impervious,  and  the  mole  or 
fepulchre  of  Hadrian81  was  converted,  for  the  firft  time,  to  the  uies- 
of  a  citadel.    That. venerable  ftructure  which  contained  the  afties 
of  the  Antonines,  was  a  circular  turret  rihng  from  a  quadrangular 
bafis  :  it  was  covered  with  the  white  marble  of  Paros,  and  decorated 
by  the  ftatues  of  gods  and  heroes  ;  and  the  lover  of  the  arts  muft 
read  with  a  figh,  that  the  works  of  Praxiteles  or  Lyfippus  were  torn 
from  their  lofty  pedeftals,  and  hurled  into  the  ditch  on  the  heads  of 
the  bel'i^gers"3.    To  each  of  his  lieutenants,  Belifarius  afhgned  the 
defence  of  a  gate,  with  the  wife  and  peremptory  inftruction,  that, 
whatever  might  be  the  alarm,  they  mould  fteadily  adhere  to  their 
refpective  pofts,  and  truft  their  general  for  the  fafety  of  Rome.  The 
formidable  hod  of  the  Goths  was  infufficient  to  embrace  the  ample 
meafure  of  the  city  :  of  the  fourteen  gates,  feven  only  were  invefted 
from  the  Prscneftine  to  the  Flaminian  way ;  and  Vitiges  divided  his 
troops  into  fix  camps,  each  of  which  was  fortified  with  a  ditch  and 
rampart.    On  the  Tufcan  fide  of  the  river,  a  feventh  encampment 

"  Lipfini  (Opp.  toil.  iii.  Poliorcet.  I.  iii.)  I{  Xi9»  £oXrr.    On  Nolli's  great  plan,  the  fide* 

was  ignorant  of  this  clear  and  confpicoous  meafure  260  Englifli  feet. 

pafTage  of  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  i.  c.  21.).  81  Praxiteles  excelled  in  Fauns,  and  that 

The  engine  was  named  c  ay  c  ,  the  wild  afs,  of  Athens  was  his  own  mafter-pi  ce.  Rome 

a  calcurando  (Hen.  Steph.  Thefaur.  Linguae  now  contains  above  thirty  of  the  fame  cha- 

Graec.  torn.  ii.  p.  1340,  1 34.1.  torn,  iii  p.  877.).  racier.    When  the  ditch  of  St.  Angelo  was 

I  have  feen  an  ingenious  model,  contrived  and  cleanfed  under  Urban  VIII.  rHe  ^  rkmen 

executed  by  general  Melville,  which  imitates  found  the  fleeping  Faun  of  ilie  Barberir.i  pa- 

or  furpafles  the  art  of  aDtiquity.  lace;  but  a  leg,  a  tbigh,  and  the  right  arm, 

11  The  defcription  of  this  rr  aufoleum,  or  had  been  broken  from  rim  beautiful  ftatue 

mole,  in  Procopius  (1.  i.  c.  25.),  is  the  firft  (Winckelman,  Hill,  de  l'Art,  torn.  ii.  p.  52, 

and  beft.    Tne  height  above  tiie  wails  srpyJoi  53.  torn.  iii.  p.  265.). 

was 
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was  formed  in  the  field  or  circus  of  the  Vatican,  for  the  important  c      A  P. 
purpofe  of  commanding  the  Milvian  bridge  and  the  courfe  of  the  <     „    ■ » 
Tyber ;  but  they  approached  with  devotion  the  adjacent  church  of 
St.  Peter ;  and  the  threfhold  of  the  holy  apoftles  was  reflected 
during  the  fiege  by  a  Chriftian  enemy.    In  the  ages  of  victory,  as 
often  as  the  fenate  decreed  fome  diftant  conquer!,  the  conful  de- 
nounced hoftilities,  by  unbarring,  in  folemn  pomp,  the  gates  of  the 
temple  of  Janus  8\    Domeftic  war  now  rendered  the  admonition 
fuperfluous,  and  the  ceremony  was  fuperfeded  by  the  eftabiifhment 
of  a  new  religion*    But  the  brazen  temple  of  Janus  was  left  Handing 
m  the  forum ;  of  a  fize  fufficient  only  to  contain  the  ftatue  of  the 
god,  five  cubits  in  height,  of  a  human  form,  but  with  two  faces, 
directed  to  the  eaft  and  weft.    The  double  gates  were  likewife  of 
brafs ;  and  a  fruitlefs  effort  to  turn  them  on  their  rufty  hinges,  re- 
vealed the  fcandalous  fecret,  that  fome  Romans  were  ftill  attached 
to  the  fuperftition  of  their  anceftors. 

Eighteen  days  were  employed  by  the  befiegers,  to  provide  all  the  Reputes  a 
inftruments  of  attack  which  antiquity  had  invented.  Fafcines  were  fault  of  the 
prepared  to  fill  the  ditches,  fcaling-ladders  to  afcend  the  walls.  The 
largeft  trees  of  the  foreft  fupplied  the  timbers  of  four  battering- 
rams;  their  heads  were  armed  with  iron;  they  were  fufpended  by 
ropec,  and  each  of  them  was  worked  by  the  labour  of  fifty  men. 
The  lofty  wooden  turrets  moved  on  wheels  or  rollers,  and  formed  a 
fpacious  platform  of  the  level  of  the  rampart.  On  the  morning  of 
the  nineteenth  day,  a  general  attack  was  made  from  the  Prameftine 
gate  to  the  Vatican  :  feven  Gothic  columns,  with  their  military  en- 
gines, advanced  to  the  affault ;  and  the  Romans  who  lined  the  ram- 

8*  Procop:us  has  given  the  beft  defcription    Romulus  and  Numa  (Nardini,  p.  13.  256. 
•f  the  temple  cf  Janus,  a  rational  deity  of    329.).    Virgil  has  defcribed  the  ancient  rite, 
Latium  (Heyne,  Excurf.  v.  ad  I.  vii.  JEne'iH).    like  a  poet  and  an  antiquarian. 
It  was  once  a  gate  in  the  primitive  city  of 

parts, 


Goths. 
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C  H  P.  part?,  liftened  with  doubt  and  anxiety  to  the  cheerful  aflurances  of 
»- — . — — »  their  commander.  As  foon  as  the  enemy  approached  the  ditch, 
Belilarius  himfelf  crew  the  firft  arrow ;  and  fuch  was  his  ftrength 
and  dexterity,  that  he  transfixed  the  foremoft  of  the  Barbarian 
leaders.  A  lhout  of  applaule  and  victory  was  re-echced  along  the 
wall.  He  drew  a  iecond  arrow,  and  the  ftroke  was  followed  with 
the  lame  fuccels  and  the  fame  acclamation.  The  Roman  general 
then  gave  the  word,  that  the  archers  (hould  aim  at  the  teams  of 
oxen  ;  they  were  inftantly  covered  with  mortal  wounds  ;  the  towers 
which  they  drew,  remained  ufelefs  and  immovable,  and  a  fingle 
moment  difconcerted  the  laborious  projects  of  the  king  of  the  Goths. 
After  this  difappointment,  Vitiges  ftill  continued,  or  feigned  to  con- 
tinue, the  a'Jault  of  the  Salarian  gate,  that  he  might  divert  the  at- 
tention of  his  adversary,  while  his  principal  forces  more  ftrenuoufly 
attacked  the  Pneneftine  gate  and  the  fepulchre  of  Hadrian,  at  the 
diftance  of  three  miles  from  each  other.  Near  the  former,  the 
double  walls  of  the  Vivarium  ,s  were  low  or  broken  ;  the  fortifica- 
tions of  the  latter  were  feebly  guarded :  the  vigour  of  the  Goths 
was  excited  by  the  hope  of  victory  and  fpoil ;  and  if  a  fingle  poll 
had  given  way,  the  Romans,  and  Rome  itfelf,  were  irrecoverably 
loft.  This  perilous  day  was  the  mod  glorious  in  the  life  of  Beii- 
farius.  Amidft  tumult  and  difmay,  the  whole  plan  of  the  attack 
and  defence  was  diftinclly  prcfent  to  his  mind  ;  he  obferved  the 
changes  of  each  inftant,  weighed  every  poflible  advantage,  tranfport- 
ed  his  perfon  to  the  fcenes  of  danger,  and  communicated  his  fpirit 
in  calm  and  decifive  orders.  The  conteft  was  fiercely  maintained 
from  the  mcrning  to  the  evening ;  the  Goths  were  repulfed  on  all 
fides,  and  each  Reman  might  boaft,  that  he  had  vanquifhed  thirty 

**  V:;*r:*m  wu  an  angle  i=  the  tew  wa'.l    (!.  it.  c.  a.  p.  159,  16c.)  and  Nolli'i  great 

inclofed  for  wild  beads  (Procopius,  Goth.  1.  i.    plan  of  Rome, 
c.  :;.)•    The  fpot  ii  ftill  viable  ia  Nzrdiri 

Barb  a- 
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Barbarians,  if  the  ftrange  difproportion'of  numbers  were  not  coun-  CHAP. 

.  XLI. 
terbalanced  by  the  merit  of  one  man.  .  Thirty  thoufand  Goths,  ac-  *  * 

cording  to  the  confeflion  of  their  own  chiefs,  perifhed  in  this  bloody 
action ;  and  the  multitude  of  the  wounded  was  equal  to  that  of  the 
flam.  When  they  advanced  to  the  affault,  their  clofe  diforder  fuf- 
fered  not  a  javelin  to  fall  without  effect ;  and  as  they  retired,  the 
populace  of  the  city  joined  the  purfuit,  and  flaughtered,  with  im- 
punity, the  backs  of  their  flying  enemies.  Belifarius  inftantly  fallied  His  failles, 
from  the  gates ;  and  while  the  foldiers  chaunted  his  name  and  vic- 
tory, the  hoftile  engines  of  war  were  reduced  to  afhes.  Such  was 
the  lofs  and  confternation  of  the  Goths,  that,  from  this  day,  the  fiege 
of  Rome  degenerated  into  a  tedious  and  indolent  blockade  ;  and 
they  were  inceffantly  haraffed  by  the  Roman  general,  who,  in  fre- 
quent fkirmimes,  deftroyed  above  five  thoufand  of  their  braveft 
troops.  Their  cavalry  was  unpractifed  in  the  ufe  of  the  bow ;  their 
archers  ferved  on  foot ;  and  this  divided  force  was  incapable  of 
contending  with  their  adverfaries,  whofe  lances  and  arrows,  at  a  dis- 
tance, or  at  hand,  were  alike  formidable.  The  confummate  fkill  of 
Belifarius  embraced  the  favourable  opportunities ;  and  as  he  chofe 
the  ground  arid  the  moment,  as  he  preffed  the  charge  or  founded 
the  retreat86,  the  fquadrons  which  he  detached,  were  feldom  unfuc- 
cefsful.  Thefe  partial  advantages  diffufed  an  impatient  ardour 
among  the  foldiers  and  people,  who  began  to  feel  the  hardships  of 
a  fiege,  and  to  difregard  the  dangers  of  a  general  engagement. 
Each  plebeian  conceived  himfelf  to  be  an  hero,  and  the  infantry, 
who,  fmce  the  decay  of  difcipline,  were  rejected  from  the  line  of 
battle,  afpired  to  the  ancient  honours  of  the  Roman  legion.  Beli- 

86  For  the  Roman  trumpet  and  its  various  by  the  horfe-trumpet  of  folid  brafs,  and  the 

rotes,  confult  Lipfius,  de  Militia  Romana  retreat  by  the  foot-trumpet  of  leather  and 

(Opp.  torn.  iii.  1.  iv.    Dialog,  x.  p.  IZ5 —  light  wood,  was  recommended  by  Procopias, 

129.).    A  mode  of  diflinguilhing  the  charge  and  adopted  by  Belifarius  (Goth,  l.ii.c.  23.). 

6  farius 
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C  vr  f  P*  ^r'm5  praifed  tne  fpirit  of  his  troops,  condemned  their  prefumption, 
v— -v— ^  yielded  to  their  clamours,  and  prepared  the  remedies  of  a  defeat,  the 
polhbility  of  which  he  alone  had  courage  to  fufpeet.  In  the  quarter 
of  the  Vatican,  the  Romans  prevailed  ;  and  if  the  irreparable  mo- 
ments had  not  been  wafted  in  the  pillage  of  the  camp,  they  might 
have  occupied  the  Milvian  bridge,  and  charged  in  the  rear  of  the 
Gothic  hoft.  On  the  other  fide  of  the  Tyber,  Belifarius  advanced 
from  the  Pincian  and  Salarian  gates.  ,  But  his  army,  four  thouiand 
foldiers  perhaps,  was  loft  in  a  fpacious  plain  ;  they  were  encom- 
pafled  and  oppreffed  by  frelh  multitudes,  who  continually  relieved 
the  broken  ranks  of  the  Barbarians.  The  valiant  leaders  of  the  in- 
fantry were  unlkilled  to  conquer ;  they  died  :  the  retreat  (an  hafty 
retreat)  was  covered  by  the  prudence  of  the  general,  and  the  victors 
ftarted  back  with  affright  from  the  formidable  afpeel  cf  an  armed 
rampart.  The  reputation  of  Belifarius  was  unfuilied  by  a  defeat; 
and  the  vain  confidence  of  the  Goths  was  not  lefs  ferviceable  to  his 
defigns,  than  the  repentance  and  modefty  of  the  Roman  troops. 
Biftrefs  of  From  the  moment  that  Belifarius  had  determined  to  fuftain  a  fiege, 
his  afhduous  care  provided  Rome  againft  the  danger  of  famine, 
more  dreadful  than  the  Gothic  arms.  An  extraordinary  fupply  of 
corn  was  imported  from  Sicily  :  the  harvefts  of  Campania  and  Tuf- 
cany  were  forcibly  fwept  for  the  ufe  of  the  city ;  and  the  rights  of 
private  property  were  infringed  by  the  ftrong  plea  of  the  public 
fafety.  It  might  eafily  be  forefeen  that  the  enemy  would  intercept 
the  aquedu&s ;  and  the  ceflatien  of  the  water-mills  was  the  firft  in- 
convenience, which  was  fpeedily  removed  by  mooring  large  veflelr, 
and  fixing  mill-ftones,  in  the  current  of  the  river.  The  ftream  was 
foon  embarrafled  by  the  trunks  of  trees,  and  polluted  with  dead 
bodies  ;  yet.  fo  efte&ual  were  the  precautions  of  the  Roman  general, 
ihat  the  waters  of  the  Tyber  ftill  continued  to  give  motion  to  the 

2  mills 
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mills  and  drink  to  the  inhabitants :  the  more  diftant  quarters  were  c 
fupplied  from  domeftic  wells ;  and  a  bcfieged  city  might  fupport,  > 
without  impatience,  the  privation  of  her  public  baths.  A  large  por- 
tion of  Rome,  from  the  Prreneftine  gate  to  the  church  of  St.  Paul, 
was  never  inverted  by  the  Goths  ;  their  excurfions  were  re  {trained 
by  the  activity  of  the  Moorifh  troops :  the  navigation  of  the  Tyber, 
and  the  Latin,  Appian,  and  Oftian  ways,  were  left  free  arid  un- 
molefted  for  the  introduction  of  corn  and  cattle,  or  the  retreat  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  fought  a  refuge  in  Campania  or  Sicily.  Anxious 
to  relieve  himfelf  from  an  ufelefs  and  devouring  multitude,  Be- 
lifarius  ifTbed  his  peremptory  orders  for  the  inftant  departure  of  the 
women,  the  children,  and  fiaves ;  required  his  foldiers  to  difmifs 
their  male  and  female  attendants,  and  regulated  their  allowance, 
that  one  moiety  fhould  be  given  in  provisions,  and  the  other  in 
money.  His  forefight  was  juftified  by  the  encreafe  of  the  public 
diftrefs,  as  foon  as'  the  Goths  had  occupied  two  important  pofts  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Rome.  By  the  lofs  of  the  port,  or  as  it  is 
now  called,  the  city  of  Porto,  he  was  deprived  of  the  country  on  the 
right  of  the  Tyber,  and  the  beft  communication  with  the  fca  ;  and 
he  reflected  with  grief  and  anger,  that  three  hundred  men,  could  he 
have  fpared  fuch  a  feeble  band,  might  have  defended  its  impregnable 
works.  Seven  miles  from  the  capital,  between  the  Appian  and  the 
Latin  ways,  two  principal  aqueducts  crofTmg,  and  again  crorling 
each  other,  inclofed  within  their  folid  and  lofty  arches  a  fortified 
fpace87,  where  Vitiges  eftabliihed  a  camp  of  feven  thoufand  Goths 

S7  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  3.)  has  forgot  or  eight  miles  from  the  city  (50  ftadia),  on 

to  name  -thefe  aqueducts ;   nor  can  fuch  a  the  road  to  Albano,  between  the  Latin  and 

double  interferon,  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  Appian  ways,  I  difcern  the  remains  of  an 

Rome,  be  clearly  afcertained  from  the  writ-  aqueduct  (probably  the  Septimian),  a  feries 

ings  of  Frontinus  Fabretti  an  J  Efchinard,  de  (630  paces)  of  arches  twenty-five  ftet  high 

Aquis  and  de  Agro  Rcmar  Vor  from  the  lo-  Cvi^to  xrxyz:)*. 
cal  maps  of  Lameti  and  Citgolani.  Seven 

Vol.  IV.  B  b  to 
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CHAP.  t0  intercept  the  convoys  of  Sicily  and  Campania.    The  granaries  of 
X  Xj  j« 

»— — v  '   Rome  were  infenfibly  exhaufted,  the  adjacent  country  had  been 

wafted  with  fire  and  fword  ;  fuch  fcanty  fupplies  as  might  yet  be 
obtained  by  hafty  excursions,  were  the  reward  of  valour,  and  the 
purchafe  of  wealth  :  the  forage  of  the  horfes,  and  the  bread  of  the 
foldiers,  never  failed  j  but  in  the  laft  months  of  the  fiege,  the  people 
was  expofed  to  the  miferies  of  fcarcity,  unwholefome  food£S,  and 
contagious  diforders.  Relifarius  faw  and  pitied  their  fufferings  ; 
but  he  had  forefeen,  and  he  watched  the  decay  of  their  loyalty,  and 
the  progrefs  of  their  difcontent.  Adverfity  had  awakened  the  Ro- 
mans from  the  dreams  of  grandeur  and  freedom,  and  taught  them 
the  humiliating  leflbn,  that  it  was  of  fmall  moment  to  their  real 
happinefs,  whether  the  name  of  their  mafter  was  derived  from  the 
Gothic  or  the  Latin  language.  The  lieutenant  of  Juftinian  liftened  to 
their  juft  complaints,  but  he  rejected  with  difdain  the  idea  of  flight 
or  capitulation  \  reprefled  their  clamorous  impatience  for  battle  ; 
amufed  them  with  the  profpect  of  fure  and  fpeedy  relief ;  and  fe- 
cured  himfelf  and  the  city  from  the  effects  of  their  defpair  or 
treachery.  Twice  in  each  month  he  changed  the  ftation  of  the  of- 
ficers to  whom  the  cuflody  of  the  gates  was  committed :  the  various 
precautions,  of  patrols,  watch-words,  lights,  and  mufic,  were  repeat- 
edly employed  to  difcover  whatever  paffed  on  the  ramparts  ;  out- 
guards  were  polled  beyond  the  ditch,  and  the  trufty  vigilance  of 
dogs  fupplied  the  more  doubtful  fidelity  of  mankind.  A  letter  was 
intercepted,  which  aflured  the  king  of  the  Goths,  that  the  Afinarian 
gate,  adjoining  to  the  Lateran  church,  fhould  be  fecretly  opened  to 
Exileofpope  his  troops.  On  the  proof  or  fufpicion  of  treafon,  feveral  fenators 
a.  D/537,    were  banifhed,  and  the  pope  Sylverius  was  fummoned  to  attend  the, 

Nov.  17. 

83  They  made  faufages,  a>xa.nxc,  of  mule's    logna  faufages  are  faid  to  be  made  of  afs- 
flefh  :  unwholefome,  if  the  animals  had  died    flefli  (Voyages  de  Labat,  torn.  ii.  p.  218.). 
of  the  plague.    Otherwife  the  famous  Bo* 

repre- 
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reprefentative  of  his  fovereign,  at  his  head-quarters  in  the  Pincian  CHAP, 
palace es>.  The  ecclefiaftics  who  followed  their  bifhop,  were  detained  1 — -v— — » 
in  the  firft  or  fecond  apartment  9°,  and  he  alone  was  admitted  to  the 
prefence  of  Belifarius.  The  conqueror  of  Rome  and  Carthage  was 
modefUy  feated  at  the  feet  of  Antonina,  who  reclined  on  a  (lately 
couch  :  the  general  was  filent,  but  the  voice  of  reproach  and  menace 
ifliied  from  the  mouth  of  his  imperious  wife.  Accufed  by  credible 
witneffes,  and  the  evidence  of  his  own  fubfeription,  the  fuccefTor  of 
St.  Peter  was  defpoiled  of  his  pontifical  ornaments,  clad  in  the  mean 
habit  of  a  monk,  and  embarked,  without  delay,  for  a  diftant  exile  in 
the  Eaft.  At  the  emperor's  command,  the  clergy  of  Rome  pro- 
ceeded to  the  choice  of  a  new  bifhop  ;  and  after  a  folemn  invocation 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  elected  the  deacon  Vigilius,  who  had  purchafed 
the  papal  throne  by  a  bribe  of  two  hundred  pounds  of  gold.  The 
profit,  and  confequently  the  guilt  of  this  fimony,  was  imputed  to 
Belifarius  :  but  the  hero  obeyed  the  orders  of  his  wife ;  Antonina 
ferved  the  paflions  of  the  emprefs  ;  and  Theodora  lavifhed  her  trea- 
fures,  in  the  vain  hope  of  obtaining  a  pontiff  hoftile  or  indifferent  to 
the  council  of  Chalcedon9'. 

The  epiftle  of  Belifarius  to  the  emperor  announced  his  victory*  Deliverance 

,  .      ,  .  .  .  7     of  the  city, 

his  danger,  and  his  refolution.    "  According  to  your  commands, 

M  we  have  entered  the  dominions  of  the  Goths,  and  reduced  to 

59  The  name  of  the  palace,  the  hill,  and  even  in  a  fiege,  reprefented  the  emperor,  and 

the  adjoining  gate,  were  all  derived  from  the  maintained  the  proud  ceremonial  of  the  By- 

ienator  Pincius.     Some  recent  veftiges  of  zantine  palace. 

temples  and  churches  are  now'fmoothed  in  91  Of  this  a&of  facrilege,Procopius  (Goth, 

the  garden  of  the  Minims  of  the  Trinita  del  ].  i.  c.  25.)  is  a  dry  and  reluctant  witnefs.  The 

Monte  (Nardini,  I.  iv.  c.  7.  p.  196.    Efchi-  narratives  of  Liberatus  (Breviarijm,  c.  22.) 

nard,  p.  209,  210.  the  old  plan  of  Buffa-  and Anaftafius  (de  Vit.  Pont.  p.  39.)  are  cha- 

lino,  and  the  great  plan  of  Nolii).  Belifarius  rafterillic,  but  paffionate.    Hear  the  execra- 

had  fixed  his  itation  between  the  Pincian  and  tions   of  Cardinal  Baronius    (A.  D.  556. 

Salarlan  gates  (Procop.  Goth.  1.  i.  c.  15.).  N°  123.     A.  D.  538.  N°  4 — 20.)  :  porten- 

90  From  the  mention  of  the  primum  et  fe-  turn,  facinus  omni  execratione  dignum. 
cundum  velum,  it  lhould  feem  that  Belifarius, 

B  b  2  "  your 
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C  H^A  P.  m  your  obedience,  Sicily,  Campania,  and  the  city  of  Rome :  but 
.-  "  the  lofs  of  thefe  conquefts  will  be  more  difgraceful  than  their  ac- 
"  quifiticn  was  glorious.  Hitherto  we  have  fuccefsfully  fought 
"  againft  the  multitudes  of  the  Barbarians,  but  their  multitudes  may 
u  finally  prevail.  Victory  is  the  gift  of  Providence,  but  the  repu- 
"  tation  of  kings  and  generals  depends  on  the  fuccefs  or  the  failure 
"  of  their  defigns.  Permit  me  to  fpeak  with  freedom  ;  if  you  wifh 
"  that  we  mould  live,  fend  us  fubfiftence  ;  if  you  defire  that  we 
"  fhould  conquer,  fend  us  arms,  horfes,  and  men.  The  Romans 
K  have  received  us  as  friends  and  deliverers  ;  but  in  our  prefent 
"  diftrefs,  they  will  be  either  betrayed  by  their  confidence,  or  we 
"  fhall  be  oppreffed  by  their  treachery  and  hatred.  For  myfelf,. 
"  my  life  is  confecrated  to  your  fervice ;  it  is  yours  to  reflect,  whe- 
"  ther  my  death  in  this  fituation  will  contribute  to  the  glory  and 
u  profperity  of  your  reign."  Perhaps  that  reign  would  have  been 
equally  profpercus,  if  the  peaceful  mailer  of  the  Eaft  had  jabftained 
from  the  conqueft  of  Africa  and  Italy  :  but  as  Juftinian  was  ambi- 
tious of  fame,  he  made  fome  efforts,,  they  were  feeble  and  languid, 
to  fupport  and  refcue  his  victorious  general.  A  reinforcement  of 
iixteen  hundred  Sclavonians  and  Huns  was  led  by  Martin  and  Va- 
lerian ;  and  as  they  had  repcfed  during  the  winter  feafcn  in  the 
harbours  of  Greece,  the  ftrength  of  the  men  and  horfes  was  not  im- 
paired by  the  fatigues  of  a  fea-vcyage;  and  they  diftinguimed  their 
val6ur  in  the  firft  Tally  againft  the  befiegers.  About  the  rime  of 
the  fummer  folftice,  Euthalius  landed  at  Terracina  with  large  ."urns 
of  money  for  the  payment  of  the  troops :  he  cauiioufly  pn  ~^ded. 
along  the  Appian  way,  and  this  convoy  entered  Rome  through  the 
gate  Capena51,  while  Belifarius,  on  the  other  fide,  diverted  the  at- 

91  The  old  Capena  was  removed  by  Ante-  fpothasbeer.confecraredbytheZgencngrove, 
Jhn  to,  or  tear,  the  modern  gate  of  S:.  Se-  the  memory  of  Numa,  Triumph. i  arches,  the 
bafdan  [fee  Nclli's  plan).    Tiiit  memorable    fepulchres  of  the  Scipic;,  Mfttfllt  ^'C 

tentioa 
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tentlon  of  the  Goths  by  a  vigorous  and  fuccefsful  Ikirmim.  Thefe 
feafonahle  aids,  the  ufe  and  reputation  of  which  were  dextroufly 
managed  by  the  Roman  general,  revived  the  courage,  or  at  leaft 
the  hopes  of  the  foldiers  and  people.    The  hiftorian  Procopius  was 
difpatched  with  an  important  commiflion,  to  collect  the  troops  and 
provisions  which  Campania  could  furnifh,  or  Conftantinople  had 
fent ;  and  the  fecretary  of  Belifarius  was  foon  followed  by  Antonina 
herfelf93,  who  boldly  traverfed  the  ports  of  the  enemy,  and  returned 
with  the  Oriental  iuccours  to  the  relief  of  her  hufband  and  the  be- 
fieged  city.    A  fleet  of  three  thoufand  Ifaurians  caft  anchor  in  the 
bay  of  Naples,  and  afterwards  at  Oftia.    Above  two  thoufand  horfe, 
of  whom  a  part  were  Thracians,  landed  at  Tarentum  ;  and,  after 
the  junction  of  five  hundred  foldiers  of  Campania,  and  a  train  of 
waggons  laden  with  wine  and  flour,  they  directed  their  march  on 
the  Appian  way,  from  Capua  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome.  The 
forces  that  arrived  by  land  and  fea,  were  united  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Tyber.    Antonina  convened  a  council  of  war :  it  was  refolved  to 
furmount,  with  fails  and  oars,  the  adverfe  dream  of  the  river :  and 
the  Goths  were  apprehenfive  of  difturbing,  by  any  rafh  hoftilities, 
the  negociation  to  which  Belifarius  had  craftily  liftened.  They  credu- 
loufly  believed,  that  they  few  no  more  than  the  vanguard  of  a  fleet  and 
army,  which  already  covered  the  Ionian  fea  and  the  plains  of  Cam- 
pania ;  and  the  illulion  was  fupported  by  the  haughty  language  of 
the  Roman  general,  when  he  gave  audience  to  the  ambafiadors  of 
Vitiges.    After  a  fpecious  difcourfe  to  vindicate  the  juftice  of  his 
caufe,  they  declared,  that,  for  the  fake  of  peace,  they  were  dif- 
pofed  to  renounce  the  poifeflion  of  Sicily.    "  The  emperor  is  not 
M  lefs  generous,"  replied  his  lieutenant,  with  a  difdainful  fmile, 

93  The  expreffion  of  Procopius  has  an  in-    Qwnpsm  -/.u^mwi  (Goth.  I.  ii.  c.  4.)'  ^et 
vulicus  caft— ti^i'  «  th  adfatki  -r,,  o<$w  <rvp-    he  is  fpeaking  of  a  woman. 

"  in 
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CHAP.  «  in  return  for  a  gift  which  you  no  longer  pofTefs ;  he  prefents  you 

— „  ->   "  with  an  ancient  province  of  the  empire  ;  he  refigns  to  the  Goths 

"  the  fovereignty  of  the  Britim  ifland."    Belifarius  rejected  with 
equal  firmnefs  and  contempt,  the  offer  of  a  tribute  ;  but  he  allowed 
the  Gothic  ambalfadors  to  feek  their  fate  from  the  mouth  of  Jufti- 
nian  himfelf;  and  confented,  with  feeming  reluctance,  to  a  truce  of 
three  months,  from  the  winter  folftice  to  the  equinox  of  fpring. 
Prudence  might  not  fafely  truft  either  the  oaths  or  hoftages  of  the 
Barbarians,  but  the  confcious  fuperiority  of  the  Roman  chief  was 
Belifarius  re-  exprelTed  in  the  diftribution  of  his  troops.    As  foon  as  fear  or 
dtksoSJ.  hunger  compelled  the  Goths  to  evacuate  Alba,  Porto,  and  Centum- 
cell^,  their  place  was  inftantly  fupplied  ;  the  garrifons  of  Kami, 
Spoleto,  and  Perufia,  were  reinforced,  .and  the  feven  camps  of  the 
befiegers  were  gradually  encompaifed  with  the  calamities  of  a  fiege. 
The  prayers  and  pilgrimage  of  Datius,  bifhcp  of  Milan,  were  not 
without  effect  ;  and  he  obtained  one  thoufand  Thracians  and  Ifau- 
rians,  to  afTift  the  revolt  of  Liguria  againft  her  Arian  tyrant.  At 
the  fame  time,  John  the  Sanguinary9*,  the  nephew  of  Vitalian,  was 
detached  with  two  thoufand  chofen  horfe,  firft  to  Alba  on  the  Fucine 
lake,  and  afterwards  to  the  frontiers  of  Picenum  on  the  Hadriatic 
fea.    "  In  that  province,"  faid  Belifarius,  "  the  Goths  have  de- 
pofited  their  families  and  treafures,  without  a  guard  or  the  fufpi- 
cion  of  danger.    Doubtlefs,  they  will  violate  the  truce  :  let  them 
'*  feel  your  prefence,  before  they  hear  of  your  motions.    Spare  the 
"  Italians  ;  fuffer  not  any  fortified  places  to  remain  hoflile  in  your 
rear  ;  and  faithfully  referve  the  fpoil  for  an  equal  and  common 
partition.    It  would  not  be  reafonable,"  he  added  with  a  laugh, 
"  that  whilft  we  are  toiling  to  the  destruction  of  the  drones,  our 
"  more  fortunate  brethren  mould  rifle  and  enjoy  the  honey.'* 

94  Anaftafius  (p,  4.0.)  has  preferved  this  epithet  of  Sanguinarius,  which  might  do  ho- 
nour to  a  tyger. 
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The  whole  nation  of  the  Oftroo-cths  had  been  aflembled  for  the  C  f:  a 

attack,  and  was  alinoft  entirely  confumed  in  the  fiege,  of  Rome.    If  1  

any  credit  be  due  to  an  intelligent  fpectator,  one-third  at  leaft  of  raife  the  fie 
their  enormous  hoft  was  deftroyed,  in  frequent  and  bloody  combats  ^  dTmS 
under  the  walls  of  the  city.  The  bad  fame  and  pernicious  qualities  ^larcl1* 
of  the  fummer  air,  might  already  be  imputed  to  the  decay  of  agri- 
culture and  population  ;  and  the  evils  of  famine  and  pefiilence  were 
aggravated  by  their  own  licentioufnefs,  and  the  unfriendly  difpofi- 
tion  of  the  country.  While  Vitiges  ftruggled  with  his  fortune  ; 
while  he  hefitated  between  fhame  and  ruin  ;  his  retreat  was  haftened 
by  domeftic  alarms.  The  king  of  the  Goths  was  informed  by 
trembling  mefTengers,  that  John  the  Sanguinary  fpread  the  devalua- 
tions of  war  from  the  Appenine  to  the  Hadriatic  ;  that  the  rich 
fpoils  and  innumerable  captives  of  Picenum  were  lodged  in  the 
fortifications  of  Rimini  j  and  that  this  formidable  chief  had  defeated 
his  uncle,  infulted  his  capital,  and  feduced,  by  fecret  correfpond- 
ence,  the  fidelity  of  his  wife,  the  imperious  daughter  of  Amala- 
fontha.  Yet,  before  lie  retired,  Vitiges  made  a  laft  effort,  either 
to  ftorm  or  to  furprife  the  city.  A  fecret  paffage  was  difcovered  in 
one  of  the  aqueducts ;  two  citizens  of  the  Vatican  were  tempted 
by  bribes  to  intoxicate  the  guards  of  the  Aurelian  gate ;  an  attack 
was  meditated  on  the  walls  beyond  the  Tyber,  in  a  place  which 
was  not  fortified  with  towers ;  and  the  Barbarians  advanced,  with 
torches  and  fcaling-ladders,  to  the  afiaul.t  of  the  Pincian  gate.  But 
every  attempt  was  defeated  by  the  intrepid  vigilance  of  Belifarius 
and  his  band  of  veterans,  who,  in  the  moft  perilous  moments,  did 
not  regret  the  abfence  of  their  companions  ;  and  the  Goths,  alike 
deftitute  of  hope  and  fubfiftence,  clamoroufly  urged  their  departure, 
before  the  truce  mould  expire,  and  the  Roman  cavalry  mould  again 
be  united.  One  year  and  nine  days  after  the  commencement  of 
the  ficge,  an  army,  fo  lately  ftrong  and  triumphant,  burnt  their 

tents, 
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C  H  A  P.  tent?,  and  tumultuoufly  repaffed  the  Milvian  bridge.    They  repafTed 
*  \r— — *  not  -with  impunity  :  their  thronging  multitudes,  opprefled  in  a  nar- 
row pafj";>ge,  were  driven  headlong  into  the  Tyber,  by  their  own 
fears  and  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy  ;  and  the  Roman  general,  fal- 
iymg  from  the  Pincian  gate,  inflicted  a  fevere  and  difgraceful  wound 
on  their  retreat.    The  flow  length  of  a  fickly  and  defponding  hell 
was  heavily  dragged  along  the  Flaminian  way;  from  whence  the 
Bar; uriens  were  fometimes  compelled  to  deviate,  left  thev  mould 
encounter  the  hoflile  garrifons  that  guarded  the  high  road  to  Rimini 
and  Ravenna.    Yet  ib  powerful  was  this  flying  army,  that  Vitiges 
fpared  ten  thoufand  men  for  the  defence  of  the  cities  which  he  was 
moft  felicitous  to  preferve,  and  detached  his  nephew  Uraias,  with 
an  ad_:;uate  fcrce,  for  the  chaftifement  of  rebellious  Milan.    At  the 
head  of  his  principal  army,  he  befieged  Rimini,  only  thirty-three 
miles  chlant  from  the  Gothic  capital.    A  feeble  rampart,  and  a 
{hallow  ditch,  were  maintained  by  the  fkill  and  valour  of  John  the 
Sanguinary,  who  fhared  the  danger  and  fatigue  of  the  meaneft 
foldier,  and  emulated,  on  a  theatre  lefs  illuftrious,  the  military  vir- 
Lofe  Rimini;  tues  of  his  great  commander.    The  towers  and  battering  engines  of 
the  Barbarians  were  rendered  ufelefs ;  their  attacks  were  repulfed  ; 
and  the  tedious  blockade,  which  reduced  the  garrifon  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity of  hunger,  afforded  time  for  the  union  and  march  of  the 
Roman  forces.    A  fleet  which  had  furprifed  Ancona,  failed  along 
the  coaft  of  the  Hadriatic,  to  the  relief  of  the  befieged  city.  The 
eunuch  Narfes  landed  in  Picenum  with  two  thoufand  Heruli  and 
five  thoufand  of  the  braveft  troops  of  the  Eaft.    The  rock  of  the 
Appenine  was  forced ;  ten  thoufand  veterans  moved  round  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  under  the  command  of  Belifarius  himfelf ;  and 
a  new  army,  whofe  encampment  blazed  with  innumerable  lights, 
appeared  to  advance  along  the  Fia.ninian  way.    Overwhelmed  with 
aftonimment  and  defpair,  the  Goths  abandoned  the  fiege  of  Rimini, 

-    8  their 
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their  tents,  their  ftandards,  and  their  leaders  ;  and  Vitiges,  who  c  H  A  P. 

gave  or  followed  the  example  of  flight,  never  halted  till  he  found   «     ,  * 

a  fhelter  within  the  walls  and  morafles  of  Ravenna.  venna.*0  R*" 

To  thefe  walls,  and  to  fome  fortreffes  deftitute  of  any  mutual  Jealoufy  of 
fupport,  the  Gothic  monarchy  was  now  reduced.  The  provinces  of  general™3" 
Italy  had  embraced  the  party  of  the  emperor;  and  his  army,  gra-  A  D'  5j3' 
dually  recruited  to  the  number  of  twenty  thoufand  men,  rauft  have 
atchieved  an  eafy  and  rapid  conqueft,  if  their  invincible  powers  had 
not  been  weakened  by  the  difcord  of  the  Roman  chiefs.  Before  the 
end  of  the  fiege,  an  act  of  blood,  ambiguous  and  indifcreet,  fullied 
the  fair  fame  of  Belifarius.  Prefidius,  a  loyal  Italian,  as  he  fled 
from  Ravenna  to  Rome,  was  rudely  flopped  by  Conftantine,  the  mi- 
litary governor  of  Spoleto,  and  defpoiled,  even  in  a  church,  of  two 
daggers  richly  inlaid  with  gold  and  precious  ftones.  As  foon  as 
the  public  danger  had  fubfided,  Prefidius  complained  of  the  lofs  and 
injury :  his  complaint  was  heard,  but  the  order  of  reftitution  was 
difobeyed  by  the  pride  and  avarice  of  the  offender.  Exafperated  by 
the  delay,  Prefidius  boldly  arrefted  the  general's  horfe  as  he  paffed 
through  the  forum ;  and  with  the  fpirit  of  a  citizen,  demanded  the 
common  benefit  of  the  Roman  laws.  The  honour  of  Belifarius  was 
engaged  ;  he  fummoned  a  council  ;  claimed  the  obedience  of  his 
fubordinate  officer  ;  and  was  provoked,  by  an  infolent  reply,  to  call 
haftily  for  the  prefence  of  his  guards.  Conftantine,  viewing  their 
entrance  as  the  fignal  of  death,  drew  his  fword,  and  rufhed  on  the 
general,  who  nimbly  eluded  the  ftroke,  and  was  protected  by  his  • 
friends ;  while  the  delperate  affaffin  was  difarmed,  dragged  into  a 
neighbouring  chamber,  and  executed,  or  rather  murdered,  by  the  Death  of 

^         .  n  Conftantine. 

guards,  at  the  arbitrary  command  of  Belifarius  .    In  this  halty  act 

of 


9S  This  tranfa&ion  is  related  in  the  public    caution  ;  in  the  Anecdotes  (c.  7.)  with  male- 
hiftory  (Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  8.)  with  candour  or   volence  or  freedom  ;  but  Marcellinus,  or  ra- 
Vol.  IV.  C  c  tfcer 
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C  yt  P"  °^  V^°^ence>  tne  g11'1^  °f  Gonftantine  was  no  longer  remembered ; 
— , — ^  the  defpair  and  death  of  that  valiant  o^icer  were  fecretly  imputed 
to  the  revenge  of  Antonina  ;  and  each  of  his  colleagues,  confcious 
of  the  fame  rapine,  was  apprehenfive  of  the  fame  fate.  The  fear  of 
a  common  enemy  fufpended  the  effects  of  their  envy  and  difcon- 
tent ;  but  in  the  confidence  of  approaching  victory,  they  inftigated 
a  powerful  rival  to  oppofe  the  conqueror  of  Rome  and  Africa, 

The  eunuch   From  the  domeftic  fervice  of  the  palace,  and  the  adminiftration  of  the 

«'  t;  t 

private  revenue,  Narfes  the  eunuch  was  fuddenly  exalted  to  the  head 
of  an  army  j  and  the  fpirit  of  an  hero,  who  afterwards  equalled  the 
merit  and  glory  of  Belifarius,  ferved  only  to  perplex  the  operations  of 
the  Gothic  war.  To  his  prudent  counfels,  the  relief  of  Rimini  was 
afcribed  by  the  leaders  of  the  difcontented  faction,  who  exhorted 
Narfes  to  aflume  an  independent  and  feparate  command.  The 
epiftle  of  Juftinian  had  indeed  enjoined  his  obedience  to  the  gene- 
ral ;  but  the  dangerous  exception,  "  as  far  as  may  be  advantageous 
"  to  the  public  fervice,"  referved  fome  freedom  of  judgment  to  the 
difcreet  favourite,  who  had  fo  lately  departed  from  the  facred  and 
familiar  converlation  of  his  fovereign.  In  the  exercife  of  this  doubt- 
ful right,  the  eunuch  perpetually  duTented  from  the  opinions  of  Be- 
lifarius ;  and,  after  yielding  with  reluctance  to  the  fiege  of  Urbino, 
he  deferted  his  colleague  in  the  night,  and  marched  away  to  the 
conqueft  of  the  jEmilian  province.  The  fierce  and  formidable  bands 
o'f  the  Heruli  were  attached  to  the  perfon  of  Narfes 96 ;  ten  thoufand 
Romans  and  confederates  were  perfuaded  to  march  under  his  ban- 
ners ;  every  malecontent  embraced  the  fair  opportunity  of  revenging 

ther  his  contir.uator  (in  Chron.),  cafts  a  fiiac'e  ture  ;  fold  their  captives  and  cattle  to  the 

of  premeditated  sflaCnation  over  the  death  Goths  ;    and  fwore  never  to  fight  agair.ft 

of  Conftantine.     He  had  performed  good  them.     Procopius  introduces  a  curious  di- 

fervice  a:  Rome  and  Spcie:o  (Proccp.  Goth.  grfGion  on  the  manners  and  adventures  of 

L  i.  c.  7.  14.);  but  Alemsnnus  confounds  this  wandering  nation,  a  part  of  whomfinal- 

him  with  a  Conftantianus  comes  ftabuli.  ly  emigrated  to  Taule  or  Scandinavia  (Goth. 

s<s  They  refufed  to  kive  after  his  depar-  1.  ii.  c.  14,  15.). 

7  his 
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his  "private  or  imaginary  wrongs;  and  the  remaining  troops  of  Beli-  CHAP, 
farius  were  divided  and  difperfed  from  the  garrifons  of  Sicily  to  the   «    -.-  __r 
ihores  of  the  Hadriatic.    His  fkill  and  perfeverance  overcame  every  Firmnefsand 
obflacle  :  Urbino  was  taken,  the  fieges  of  FEefulse,  Orvieto,  and  Belifarilfs.0 
Auximum,  were  undertaken  and  vigoroufly  profecuted  j   and  the 
eunuch  Narfes  was  at  length  recalled  to  the  domeftic  cares  of  the 
palace.    All  duTenfions  were  healed,  and  all  oppofition  was  fubdued 
by  the  temperate  authority  of  the  Roman  general,  to  whom  his 
enemies  could  not  refufe  their  efteem  ;  and  Belifarius  inculcated  the 
falutary  leffon,  that  the  forces  of  the  ftate  mould  compofe  one  body, 
and  be  animated  by  one  foul.    But  in  the  interval  of  difcord,  the 
Goths  were  permitted  to  breathe  ;  an  important  feafon  was  loft, 
Milan  was  deftroyed,  and  the  northern  provinces  of  Italy  were 
afflicted  by  an  inundation  of  the  Franks. 

When  Juftinian  firft  meditated  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  he  fent  am-  Invafion  of 
bafladors  to  the  kings  of  the  Franks,  and  adjured  them,  by  the  com-  Franks  ^ 
mon  ties  of  alliance  and  religion,  to  join  in  the  holy  enterprife  againft    53^,  ^39. 
the  Arians.  The  Goths,  as  their  wants  were  more  urgent,  employed 
a  more  effectual  mode  of  perfuafion,  and  vainly  ftrove,  by  the  gift 
of  lands  and  money,  to  purchafe  the  friendfhip,  or  at  leaft  the  neu- 
trality, of  a  light  and  perfidious  nation97.    But  the  arms  of  Belifa- 
rius, and  the  revolt  of  the  Italians,  had  no  fooner  fhaken  the  Gothic 
monarchy,  than  Theodebert  of  Auftrafia,  the  mod  powerful  and 
warlike  of  the  Merovingian  kings,  was  perfuaded  to  fuccour  their 
diftrefs  by  an  indirect  and  feafonable  aid.    Without  expecting  the 
confent  of  their  fovereign,  ten  thoufand  Burgundians,  his  recent 
fubjects,  defcended  from  the  Alps,  and  joined  the  troops  which 
Vitiges  had  fent  to  chaftife  the  revolt  of  Milan.    After  an  obftinate 

5,7  This  national  reproach  of  perfidy  (Pro-    who  criticifes,  as  if  he  had  not  read,  the 
cop.  Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  25.)  offends  the  ear  of  La    Greek  hiftorian. 
Mothe  le  Vayer  (torn.  viii.  p.  163 — 165.), 

Cc  2  fiege, 
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CHAP,  fiege,  the  capital  of  Liguria  was  reduced  by  famine,  but  no  capita- 
i     w      '  lation  could  be  obtained,  except  for  the  fafe  retreat  of  the  Roman 
.  garrifon.    Datius,  the  orthodox  bifhop,  who  had  feduced  his  coun- 

trymen to  rebellion98  and  ruin,  efcaped  to  the  luxury  and  honours  of 
the  Byzantine  court 99 ;  but  the  clergy,  perhaps  the  Arian  clergy, 
were  flaughtered  at  the  foot  of  their  own  altars  by  the  defenders  of 
the  Catholic  faith.  Three  hundred  thoufand  males  were  reported 
to  be  flain'00;  the  female  fex,  and  the  more  precious  fpoil,  was  re- 
figned  to  the  Burgundians  ;  and  the  houfes,  or  at  leaft  the  walls,  of 
Deftruftion  Milan  were  levelled  with  the  ground.  The  Goths,  in  their  laft 
moments,  were  revenged  by  the  deftru£tion  of  a  city,  fecond  only 
to  Rome  in  fize  and  opulence,  in  the  fplendour  of  its  buildings,  or 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants ;  and  Belifarius  fympathized  alone  in 
the  fate  of  his  deferted  and  devoted  friends.  Encouraged  by  this 
fuccefsful  inroad,  Theodebert  himfelf,  in  the  enfuing  fpring,  in- 
vaded the  plains  of  Italy  with  an  army  of  one  hundred  thoufand 
Barbarians  ,0\  The  king,  and  fome  chofen  followers,  were  mounted 
on  horfeback,  and  armed  with  lances  :  the  infantry,  without  bows 
or  fpears,  were  fatisfied  with  a  fhield,  a  fword,  and  a  double-edged 
battle-axe,  which,  in  their  hands,  became  a  deadly  and  unerring 
weapon,    Italy  trembled  at  the  march  of  the  Franks  ;  and  both  the 

e8  Baronius  applauds  his  treafon,  and  jufti-  incredible;  and  the  fecond  or  third  city  of  Italy 

fies  the  Catholic  biihops— qui  ne  fub  heretico  need  not  repine  if  we  only  decimate  the  num- 

principe  degant  omnem  lapidem  movent  —  an  bers  of  the  prefent  text.    Both  Milan  and 

ufeful  caution.    The  more  rational  Muratori  Genoa  revived  in  lefs  than  thirty  years  (Paul 

(Annali  d'ltalia,  torn.  v.  p.  54.)  hints  at  the  Diacon.  de  Geftis  Langobard.  1.  ii.  c.  38  ). 
guilt  of  perjury,  and  blames  at  leaft  the  im-       101  Befides  Procopius,  perhaps  too  Roman,. 

prudence  of  Datius.  fee  the  Chronicles  of  Marius  and  Marcelli- 

99  St.  Datius  was  more  fuccefsful  againft  nus,  Jornandes  (in  Succeff.  Regn.  in  Mura- 
devils  than  againft  Barbarians.  He  travelled  tori,  torn.  i.  p.  241.),  and  Gregory  of  Tour* 
with  a  numerous  retinue,  and  occupied  at  Co-  (1.  Hi.  c.  32.  in  torn.  ii.  of  the  Hiftorians  of 
rinth  a  large  houfe  (Baronius,  A.  D.  538.  France).  Gregory  fuppofes  a  defeat  of  Beli- 
N°  89.    A.  D.  539.  N°  20.).  farius,  who,  in  Aimoin  (de  Geftis  Franc.  1.  ii. 

100  Mt/.-iaJs?  Tfi**orra  (compare  Procopius,  c.  23.  in  torn.  iii.  p.  59  ),  is  flain  by  the 
Goth.l.  ii.  c.  7.  21.).  Yet  fuch  population  is  Franks. 

Gothic 
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Gothic  prince  and  the  Roman  general,  alike  ignorant  of  their  de-  C  H  A 
figns,  folicited,  with  hope  and  terror,  the  friendmip  of  thefe  danger- 
ous allies.  Till  he  had  fecured  the  paffage  of  the  Po  on  the  bridge 
of  Pavia,  the  grandfon  of  Clovis  difTembled  his  intentions,  which  he 
at  length  declared,  by  affaulting,  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant,  the 
hoftile  camps  of  the  Romans  and  Goths.  Inftead  of  uniting  their 
arms,  they  fled  with  equal  precipitation  ;  and  the  fertile,  though 
defolate  provinces  of  Liguria  and  ^Emilia,  were  abandoned  to  a  li- 
centious hod  of  Barbarians,  whofe  rage  was  not  mitigated  by  any 
thoughts  of  fettlement  or  conqueft.  Among  the  cities  which  they 
ruined,  Genoa,  not  yet  constructed  of  marble,  is  particularly  enu- 
merated :  and  the  deaths  of  thoufands,  according  to  the  regular  prac- 
tice of  war,  appear  to  have  excited  lefs  horror  than  fome  idolatrous 
facrifices  of  women  and  children,  which  were  performed  with  im- 
punity in  the  camp  of  the  moft  Chriftian  king.  If  it  were  not  a 
melancholy  truth,  that  the  firft  and  moft  cruel  fufFerings  muft  be 
the  lot  of  the  innocent  and  helplefs,  hiftory  might  exult  in  the 
mifery  of  the  conquerors,  who,  in  the  midft  of  riches,  were  left  de- 
ftitute  of  bread  or  wine,  reduced  to  drink  the  waters  of  the  Po,  and 
to  feed  on  the  flefh  of  diftempered  cattle.  The  dyfentery  fwept 
away  one-third  of  their  army  j  and  the  clamours  of  his  fubjedts, 
who  were  impatient  to  pafs  the  Alps,  difpofed  Theodebert  to  liften 
with  refpect  to  the  mild  exhortations  of  Belifarius.  The  memory 
of  this  inglorious  and  deftruetive  warfare  was  perpetuated  on  the 
medals  of  Gaul  j  and  Juftinian,  without  unfheathing  his  fword, 
affumed  the  title  of  conqueror  of  the  Franks.  The  Merovingian 
prince  was  offended  by  the  vanity  of  the  emperor  ;  he  affected  to 
pity  the  fallen  fortunes  of  the  Goths ;  and  his  infidious  offer  of  a 
fcederal  union  was  fortified  by  the  promife  or  menace  of  defcending 
from  the  Alps  at  the  head  of  five  hundred  thouland  men.  Kis 
plans  of  conqueft  were  boundlefs  and  perhaps  chimerical.    The  king 

of, 
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°  XL?  ?   °^  ^U^ra^ia  threatened  to  chaftife  Juftinian,  and  to  march  to  the 

\_  -,  j  gates  of  Conftantinople  101  :  he  was  overthrown  and  flain103  by  a 

wild  bull,0+,  as  he  hunted  in  the  Belgic  or  German  forefts. 
Belifarlus  As  foon  as  Belilarius  was  delivered  from  his  foreign  and  domeftic 

hefieges  Ra»  . 

venna;        enemies,  he  ferioufly  applied  his  forces  to  the  final  reduction  of  Italy. 

In  the  fiege  of  Ofimo,  the  general  was  nearly  tranfpierced  with  an 
arrow,  if  the  mortal  ftroke  had  not  been  intercepted  by  one  of  his 
guards,  who  loft,  in  that  pious  office,  the  ufe  of  his  hand  The 
Goths  of  Ofimo,  four  thoufand  warriors,  with  thofe  of  Fsefula;  and 
the  Cottian  Alps,  were  among  the  laft  who  maintained  their  inde- 
pendence ;  and  their  gallant  refiftance,  which  almoft  tired  the 
patience,  deferved  the  efteem,  of  the  conqueror.  His  prudence 
refufed  to  fubfcribe  the  fafe  conduct  which  they  alked,  to  join  their 
brethren  of  Ravenna ;  but  they  faved,  by  an  honourable  capitula- 
tion, one  moiety  at  lead  of  their  wealth,  with  the  free  alternative 
of  retiring  peaceably  to  their  eftates,  or  enlifting  to  ferve  the  empe- 
ror in  his  Perfian  wars.  The  multitudes  which  yet  adhered  to  the 
ftandard  of  Vitiges,  far  furpaffed  the  number  of  the  Roman  troops ; 
but  neither  prayers,  nor  defiance,  nor  the  extreme  danger  of  his 
moll  faithful  fubjects,  could  tempt  the  Gothic  king  beyond  the  for- 
tifications of  Ravenna.  Thefe  fortifications  were,  indeed,  impreg- 
nable to  the  affaults  of  art  or  violence  ;  and  when  Belifarius  inverted 
the  capital,  he  was  foon  convinced  that  famine  only  could  tame  the 
ftubborn  fpirit  of  the  Barbarians.    The  fea,  the  land,  and  the  chan- 

101  Agathias,  I.  i.  p.  14,  15.    Could  he       104  Without  lofing  myfelf  in  a  labyrinth 

have  feduced  or  fubdued  the  Gepidas  or  Lom-  of  fpecies  and  names— the  aurochs,  urus, 

bards  of  Pannonia,  the  Greek  hiftorian  is  bifons,  bubalus,  bonafus,  buffalo,  &c.  (Buf- 

confident  that  he  mull  have  been  deftroyed  in  fon,  Hid.  Nat.  torn.  xi.  and  Supplement, 

Thrace.  torn.  iii.  vi.),  it  is  certain,  that  in  the  fixth 

103  The  king  pointed  his  fpear — the  bull  century  a  large  wild  fpecies  of  horned  cattle 

overturned  a  tree  on  his  head — he  expired  the  was  hunted  in  the  gre^t  forefts  of  the  Vofges 

fameday.  Such  is  theftoryof  Agathias  j  butthe  in  Lorraine,  and  the  Ardennes  (Greg.  Turon. 

original  hiftorians  of  France  (torn.  ii.  p.  zoz.  torn.  ii.  1.  x.  c.  10.  p.  369  ). 
403.  558.  667.)  impute  his  death  to  a  fever. 

nels 
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ftels  of  the  Po,  were  guarded  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Roman  gene-  CHAP, 
ral ;  and  his  morality  extended  the  rights  of  war  to  the  practice  of  v— — v~— J 
poifoning  the  waters'05,  and  fecretly  firing  the  granaries'06  of  a  be- 
fieged  city ,07.  "While  he  preffed  the  blockade  of  Ravenna,  he  was 
furprifed  by  the  arrival  of  two  ambafTadors  from  Constantinople, 
with  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  Juftinian  had  imprudently  figned, 
without  deigning  to  confult  the  author  of  his  victory.  By  this  dis- 
graceful and  precarious  agreement,  Italy  and  the  Gothic  treafure 
were  divided,  and  the  provinces  beyond  the  Po  were  left  with  the 
regal  title  to  the  fucceflbr  of  Theodoric.  The  ambafTadors  were 
eager  to  accomplilh  their  falutary  commiffion  ;  the  captive  Vitiges 
accepted,  with  tranfport,  the  unexpe&ed  offer  of  a  crown  ;  honour 
was  lefs  prevalent  among  the  Goths,  than  the  want  and  appetite  of 
food  ;  and  the  Roman  chiefs,  who  murmured  at  the  continuance  of 
the  war,  prcfeffed  implicit  fubmiffion  to  the  commands  of  the  em- 
peror. If  Belifarius  had  pofTeffed  only  the  courage  of  a  foldier,  the 
laurel  would  have  been  matched  from  his  hand  by  timid  and  en- 
vious counfels ;  but  in  this  decifive  moment,  he  refolved,  with  the 
magnanimity  of  a  ftatefman,  to  fuftain  alone  the  danger  and  merit 
of  generous  difobedience.    Each  of  his  officers  gave  a  written  opi- 

,cs  In  the  liege  of  Auximum,  he  firft  la-  idle  diftin&ion  between  the  jus  naturae  and 

boured  to  demolilh  an  old  aquedutt,  and  then  the  jus  gentium,  between  poifon  and  infec- 

caftinto  the  ftream,  t.  dead  bodies;  2.  mif-  tion.    He  balances  in  one  fcale  the  pafTages 

chievous  herbs ;  and,  3.  quick  lime,  which  of  Homer  (Odyff.  A.  259,  &c.)  and  Floras 

is  named  (fays  Procopius,  1.  ii.  c.  29.)  Tirana  (1.  ii.  c.  20.  N°  7.  ult.)  ;  and  in  the  other, 

by  the  ancients ;  by  the  moderns  aofitrcf.   Yet  the  examples  of  Solon  (Paufanias,  1.x.  c.  37.) 

both  words  are  ufed  as  fynonymous  in  Galen,  and  Belifarius.    See  his  great  work  De  Jure 

Diofcorides,  and  Lucian  (Hen.  Steph.  The-  Belli  et  Pacis  (1.  iii.  c.  4.  f  15,  16,  17.  and 

faur.  Ling.  Grstc  torn.  iii.  p.  748.).  in  Barbeyrac's  verfion,  torn.  ii.  p.  257,  Sec), 

,L'6  The  Goths  fufpefled  Mathafuintha  as  Yet  I  can  underftand  the  benefit  and  validity 

an  accomplice  in  the  mifchief,  which  perhaps  of  an  agreement,  tacit  or  cxprefs,  mutually 

was  occafioned  by  accidental  lightning.  to  abftain  from  certain  modes  of  hollility. 

107  In  ftrid  philofophy,  a  limitation  of  the  See  the  Amphi&yonic  oath  in  Efchines,  de 

rights  of  war  feems  to  imply  nonfenfe  and  Falfa  Legations, 
contradiction.    Grotius  himfelf  is  loft  in  an 

nion, 
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CHAP,  nion,  that  the  fiege  of  Ravenna  was  impracticable  and  hopelefs : 
-v-.  -j  the  general  then  rejected  the  treaty  of  partition,  and  declared  his 
own  refolution  of  leading  Vitiges  in  chains  to  the  feet  of  Juftinian. 
The  Goths  retired  with  doubt  and  difmay  :  this  peremptory  refufal 
deprived  them  of  the  only  signature  which  they  could  truft,  and 
filled  their  minds  with  a  just  apprehension,  that  a  fagacious  enemy 
had  difcovered  the  full  extent  of  their  deplorable  ftate.    They  com- 
pared the  fame  and  fortune  of  Belifarius  with  the  weaknefs  of  their 
ill-fated  king ;  and  the  comparifon  fuggefted  an  extraordinary  pro- 
ject to  which  Vitiges,  with  apparent  resignation,  was  compelled  to 
acquiefce.    Partition  would  ruin  the  ftrength,  exile  would  difgrace 
the  honour,  of  the  nation  ;  but  they  offered  their  arms,  their  trea- 
fures,  and  the  fortifications  of  Ravenna,  if  Belifarius  would  difclaim 
the  authority  of  a  mafter,  accept  the  choice  of  the  Goths,  and  aflume, 
as  he  had  delerved,  the  kingdom  of  Italy.    If  the  falfe  luflre  of  a 
diadem  could  have  tempted  the  loyalty  of  a  faithful  fubject,  his 
prudence  rauft  have  fcrefeen  the  inconftancy  of  the  Barbarians,  and 
his  rational  ambition  would  prefer  the  fafe  and  honourable  ftation 
of  a  Roman  general.    Even  the  patience  and  feeming  fatisfaction 
with  which  he  entertained  a  propofal  of  treafon,  might  be  fufcep- 
tible  of  a  malignant  interpretation.    But  the  lieutenant  of  Juftinian 
was  confcious  of  his  own  rectitude  ;  he  entered  into  a  dark  and 
crooked  path,  as  it  might  lead  to  the  voluntary  fubmiflian  of  the 
Goths ;  and  his  dextrous  policy  perfuaded  them  that  he  was  difpofed 
to  comply  with  their  wiihes,  without  engaging  an  oath  or  a  promife 
for  the  performance  of  a  treaty  which  he  fecretly  abhorred.  The 
day  of  the  furrender  of  Ravenna  was  stipulated  by  the  Gothic  am- 
bafTadors :  a  fleet  laden  with  provisions,  failed  as  a  welcome  gueft 
fubdues  the    into  the  deepeft  recefs  of  the  harbour :  the  gates  were  opened  to 
domof  Italy]  tne  fancied  king  of  Italy ;  and   Belifarius,  without  meeting  an 
December'    enemy,  triumphantly  marched  through  the  flreets  of  an  impreg- 
nable 
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nable  city'".    The  Romans  were  aftonifhed  by  their  fuccefs  ;  the  C  H  A  P. 

multitudes  of  tall  and  robuft  Barbarians  were  confounded  by  the  <  ^1  » 

image  of  their  own  patience  ;  and  the  mafculine  females,  fpitting  in 
the  faces  of  their  fons  and  hufbands,  mod  bitterly  reproached  them 
for  betraying  their  dominion  and  freedom  to  thefe  pygmies  of  the 
fouth,  contemptible  in  their  numbers,  diminutive  in  their  ftature. 
Before  the  Goths  could  recover  from  the  firft  furprife,  and  claim  the 
accomplishment  of  their  doubtful  hopes,  the  victor  eftablifhed  his 
power  in  Ravenna,  beyond  the  danger  of  repentance  and  re- 
volt. Vitiges,  who  perhaps  had  attempted  to  efcape,  was  honour-  Captivity  of 
ably  guarded  in  his  palace'09;  the  flower  of  the  Gothic  youth  was 
felected  for  the  fervice  of  the  emperor ;  the  remainder  of  the  people 
was  difmifled  to  their  peaceful  habitations  in  the  fouthern  provinces ; 
and  a  colony  of  Italians  was  invited  to  replenish  the  depopulated 
city.  The  fubmiflion  of  the  capital  was  imitated  in  the  towns  and 
villages  of  Italy,  which  had  not  been  fubdued,  or  even  vifited  by  the 
Romans  ;  and  the  independent  Goths  who  remained  in  arms  at 
Pavia  and  Verona,  were  ambitious  only  to  become  the  fubjects  of 
Belifarius.  But  his  inflexible  loyalty  rejected,  except  as  the  fubfti- 
tute  of  Juftinian,  their  oaths  of  allegiance;  and  he  was  not  offended 
by  the  reproach  of  their  deputies,  that  he  rather  cliofe  to  be  a  flave 
than  a  king. 

After  the  fecond  victory  of  Belifarius,   envy  again  whifpered,  Return  it 
Juftinian  liftened,  and  the  hero  was  recalled.    "  The  remnant  of  Lrios,  " 

,cs  Ravenna  was  taken,  not  in  the  year       109  He  was  feized  by  John  the  Sanguinary, 

540,  but  in  the  latter  end  of  539;  and  Pagi  but  an  oath  or  facrament  was  pledged  fur  his 

(torn.  ii.  p.  569.)  is  rectified  by  Muratori  fafety  in  the  Bafilica  Julii  (Hift.  Mifcell.  I.  xvii. 

(Annali  d'ltalia,  torn.  v.  p.  62. ),  who  proves,  in  Muratori,  torn.  i.  p.  107.).    Anaftafius  (in 

from  an  original  aft  on  papyrus  (Amiquit.  Vit.  Pont.  p.  40.)  gives  a  dark  but  probable 

Italia;  Medii  ^Evi,  torn.  ii.  dilTert.  xxxii.  p.  999  account.    Montfaucon  is  quoted  by  Mafcou 

— 1007.    MafTei,  Ifloria  Diplomat,  p.  155—  (Hift.  of  the  Germans,  xii.  21.)  for  a  votive 

160.),  that  before  the  3d  of  January  540,  fhield  reprefenting  the  captivity  of  Vitiges, 

peace  and  free  correfpondence  were  reftored  and  now  in  the  collection  of  fignor  Landi  at 

between  Ravenna  and  Faenza.  Rome. 

Vol.  IV.  D  d  "  the 
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C  H  A  p.  "  the  Gothic  war  was  no  longer  worthy  of  his  prefence  :  a  gracious 

"  ****  ■  — 

•  *  1  "  fovereign  was  impatient  to  reward  his  fervices,  and  to  confult  his 

&c.  i4  '  "  wifdora  ;  and  he  alone  was  capable  of  defending  the  Eaft  againft 
"  the  innumerable  armies  of  Perfia."  Belifarius  underflood  the 
fufpicion,  accepted  the  excufe,  embarked  at  Ravenna  his  fpcils  and 
trophies ;  and  proved,  by  his  ready  obedience,  that  fuch  an  abrupt 
removal  from  the  government  of  Italy  was  not  lefs  unjuft  than  it 
might  have  been  indifcreet.  The  emperor  received  with  honourable 
courtefy,  both  Vitiges  and  his  more  noble  confort  :  and  as  the  king 
of  the  Goths  conformed  to  the  Athanafian  faith,  he  obtained,  with  a 
rich  inheritance  of  lands  in  Afia,  the  rank  of  fenator  and  patrician110. 
Every  fpectator  admired,  without  peril,  the  ftrength  and  ftature  of 
the  young  Barbarians  :  they  adored  the  majefty  of  the  throne,  and 
promifed  to  Ihed  their  blood  in  the  fervice  of  their  benefactor. 
Juftinian  depofited  in  the  Byzantine  palace  the  treafures  of  the 
Gothic  monarchy.  A  flattering  fenate  was  ibmetimes  admitted  to 
gaze  on  the  magnificent  fpectacle ;  but  it  was  envioufly  fecluded 
from  the  public  view  ;  and  the  conqueror  of  Italy  renounced,  with- 
out a  murmur,  perhaps  without  a  figh,  the  well-earned  honours  of 
a  fecond  triumph.  His  glory  was  indeed  exalted  above  all  ex- 
ternal pomp  ;  and  the  faint  and  hollow  praifes  of  the  court  were 
fupplied,  even  in  a  fervile  age,  by  the  refpect  and  admiration  of  his 
pountry.  Whenever  he  appeared  in  the  ftreets  and  public  places  of 
Conftantinople,  Belifarius  attracted  and  fatisfied  the  eyes  of  the 
people.  His  lofty  ftature  and  majeftic  countenance  fulfilled  their 
expectations  of  an  hero  ;  the  meaneft  of  his  fellow-citizens  were 
emboldened  by  his  gentle  and  gracious  demeanour ;  and  the  martial 
train  which  attended  his  footfteps,  left  his  perfon  more  acceffible 

"°  Vitiges  lived  two  years  at  Conflanti-  the  patricians,  the  elder  and  younger  Germa- 
riople,  and  imperatoris  in  affeclu  convicius  nas,  united  the  ftreams  of  Anician  and  Amali 
(or  conjunclus)  rebus  exceiiit  humanis.  Kis  blood  (Jornandes,  C.  60.  p.  zzi.  in  Murat'ori, 
widow,  Matbafututa,  the  wife  and  mother  of   torn.  i.}. 

than 
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than  in  a  day  of  battle.    Seven  thoufand  horfemen,  matchlefs  for 
beauty  and  valour,  were  maintained  in  the  fervice,  and  at  the  private 
expcnce  of  the  general "\    Their  prowefs  was  always  confpicuous 
in  fingle  combats,  or  in  the  foremoft  ranks  ;  and  both  parties  con- 
feffed,  that  in  the  fiege  of  Rome,  the  guards  of  Bclifarius  had  alone 
vanquifhed  the  Barbarian  hoft.     Their  numbers  were  continually 
augmented  by  the  bravefl  and  moft  faithful  of  the  enemy ;  and  his 
fortunate  captives,  the  Vandals,  the  Moors,  and  the  Goths,  emulated 
the  attachment  of  his  domeftic  followers.    By  the  union  of  liberality 
and  juftice,  he  acquired  the  love  of  the  foldiers,  without  alienating 
the  affections  of  the  people.    The  fick  and  wounded  were  relieved 
with  medicines  and  money ;  and  ftill  more  efficacioufly,  by  the  heal- 
ing vifits  and  fmiles  of  their  commander.    The  lofs  of  a  weapon  or 
an  horfe  was  inftantly  repaired,  and  each  deed  of  valour  was  re- 
warded by  the  rich  and  honourable  gifts  of  a  bracelet  or  a  collar, 
which  were  rendered  more  precious  by  the  judgment  of  Belifarius. 
He  was  endeared  to  the  hufbandmen,  by  the  peace  and  plenty  which 
they  enjoyed  under  the  fhadow  of  his  ftandard.    Inftead  of  being 
injured,  the  country  was  enriched  by  the  march  of  the  Roman 
armies ;  and  fuch  was  the  rigid  difcipline  of  their  camp,  that  not  an 
apple  was  gathered  from  the  tree,  not  a  path  could  be  traced  in  the 
fields  of  corn.    Belifarius  was  chafte  and  fober.    In  the  licence  of 
a  military  life,  none  could  boaft  that  they  had  fcen  him  intoxicated 
with  wine  :  the  moft  beautiful  captives  of  Gothic  or  Vandal  race 
were  offered  to  his  embraces ;  but  he  turned  afide  from  their  charms, 
and  the  hufband  of  Antonina  was  never  fufpected  of  violating  the 
laws  of  conjugal  fidelity.    The  fpectator  and  hiftorian  of  his  ex- 

1,1  Procopius,  Goth.  I.  Hi.  c.  i.    Aimoin,  name,  12,000  pueri  or  flaves — quos  propriis 

a  French  monk  of  the  ;<ith  century,  who  had  alimus    ilipendiis— beiides    iS,ooo  foldiers 

obtained,  and  has  disfigured,  forae  authentic  (HiHorians  of  France,  torn.  iii.    De  Geftis 

information  of  Belifarius,  mentions,  in  his  Franc,  l.ii.  c.  6.  p.  4S.). 

D  d  2  f\o\[<: 
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C  XL?  P'  P'°*ts  ^as  °bfenred,  tnat  amidft  the  perils  of  war,  he  was- daring 
*  x  '  without  rafhnefs,  prudent  without  fear,"  flow  or  rapid  according  to 
the  exigences  of  the  moment ;  that  in  the  deepeft  diftrefs,  he  was 
animated  by  real  or  apparent  hope,  but  that  he  was  modeft  and 
humble  in  the  moft  profperous  fortune.  By  thefe  virtues,  he  equalled 
or  excelled  the  ancient  matters  of  the  military  art.  Victory,  by  fea 
and  land,  attended  his  arms.  He  fubdued  Africa,  Italy,  and  the 
adjacent  iflands,  led  away  captives  the  fucceflbrs  of  Genferic  and 
Theodoric  ;  filled  Conftantinople  with  the  fpoils  of  their  palaces,  and 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  years  recovered  half  the  provinces  of  the  Weftern 
empire.  In  his  fame  and  merit,  in  wealth  and  power,  he  remained, 
without  a  rival,  the  firft  of  the  Roman  fubjects  :  the  voice  of  envy 
could  only  magnify  his  dangerous  importance  ;  and  the  emperor 
might  applaud  his  own  difcerning  fpirit,  which  had  difcovered  and 
raifed  the  genius  of  Belifarius. 
Secret  hiftory  It  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Roman  triumphs,  that  a  {lave  mould  be 
Antonina?  placed  behind  the  chariot  to  remind  the  conqueror  of  the  inftability  of 
fortune,  and  the  infirmities  of  human  nature.  Procopius,  in  his  anec- 
dotes, has  aflumed  that  fervile  and  ungrateful  office.  The  generous 
reader  may  caft  away  the  libel,  but  the  evidence  of  facts  will  adhere 
to  his  memory  ;  and  he  will  reluctantly  confefs,  that  the  fame,  and 
even  the  virtue  of  Belifarius,  were  polluted  by  the  luft  and  cruelty  of 
his  wife  ;  and  that  the  hero  deferved  an  appellation  which  may  not 
drop  from  the  pen  of  the  decent  hiftorian.  The  mother  of  Anto- 
nina 1,1  was  a  theatrical  proftitute,  and  both  her  father  and  grand- 
father exercifed  at  ThelTalonica  and  Conftantinople,  the  vile,  though 
lucrative,  profeffion  of  charioteers..    In  the  various  fituations  of  their 

111  The  diligence  of  Alemannus  could  add  bable — and  a  part  true,  becaufe  improbable, 

but  little  to  the  four  firft  and  moft  curious  Procopius  muft  have  known  the  former,  and 

chapters  of  the  Anecdotes.    Of  thefe  ftrange  the  latter  he  could  fcarcely  invent. 
Anecdotes,  a  part  may  be  true.,  becaufe  pro- 

2  fortune^ 
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fortune,  {he  became  the  companion,  the  enemy,  the  fervant,  and  CHAP, 
the  favourite  of  the  emprefs  Theodora  :  thefe  loofe  and  ambitious  v—  v—  ■  / 
females  had  been  connected  by  fimilar  pleafures  ;  they  were  fepa- 
rated  bv  the  jealoufy  of  vice,  and  at  length  reconciled  by  the  part- 
nerfhip  of  guilt.  Before  her  marriage  with  Belifarius,  Antonina 
had  one  hufband  and  many  lovers  ;  Photius,  the  fon  of  her  former 
nuptials,  was  of  an  age  to  diftinguifli  himfelf  at  the  fiege  of  Naples  ; 
and  it  was  not  till  the  autumn  of  her  age  and  beauty"3  that  llie 
indulged  a  fcandalous  attachment  to  a  Thracian  youth.  Theodofius  Her  lover 
had  been  educated  in  the  Eunomian  herefy  ;  the  African  voyage 
was  confecrated  by  the  baptifm  and  aufpicious  name  of  the  firft  fol- 
dier  who  embarked  j  and  the  profelyte  was  adopted  into  the  family 
of  his  fpiritual  parents Belifarius  and  Antonina.  Before  they 
touched  the  mores  of  Africa,  this  holy  kindred  degenerated  into 
fenfual  love  ;  and  as  Antonina  foon  overleaped  the  bounds  of  mo- 
defty  and  caution,-  the  Roman  general  was  alone  ignorant  of  his 
own  difhonour.  During  their  refidence  at  Carthage,  he  furprifed 
the  two  lovers  in  a  fubterraneous  chamber,  folitary,  warm,  and  al- 
moft  naked.  Anger  flamed  from  his  eyes.  "  With  the  help  of  this 
M  young  man,''  faid  the  unbluihing  Antonina,  "  I  was  fecreting 
u  our  moft  precious  effects  from  the  knowledge  of  Juftinian."  The 
youth  refumed  his  garments,  and  the  pious  hufband  confented  to 
difbelieve  the  evidence  of  his  own  fenfes.  From  this  pleafing  and 
perhaps  voluntary  delufion,  Belifarius  was  awakened  at  Syracufe, 
by  the  officious  information  of  Macedonia  :  and  that  female  attend- 
ant, after  requiring  an  oath  for  her  fecurity,  produced  two  cham- 

1,3  Procopius  infinuates  (Anecdot.  c.  4.)  with  the  manhood  of  Photius  (Gothic,  1.  i. 

that,  when  Belifarius  returned  to  Italy  (A.D.  c.  10.)  in  536. 

543),   Antonina  was  fixty  years  of  age.    A        ll+  Compare  the  Vandalic  War  (1:  i.  c.  12.). 

forced,  but  more  polite  conltrufticn,  which  with  the  Anecdotes  (c.  1.^  and  Aletnannus 

refers  that  date  to  the  moment  when  he  was  (p.  2,  3.).    This  modi- of  baptifmal  adoption 

writing  (A.D.  559),  would  be  compatible  was  revived  by  Leo  the  philolbpher. 

berlainsy 
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C  H  A  P.  berlains,  who,  like  herfelf,  had  often  beheld  the  adulteries  of  Anto- 
*— — v— — '  nina.  An  hafty  flight  into  Afia  faved  Theodofius  from  the  juftice 
of  an  injured  hufband,  who  had  figniued  to  one  of  his  guards  the 
order  of  his  death  ;  but  the  tears  of  Antonina,  and  her  artful  fe- 
ductions,  allured  the  credulous  hero  of  her  innocence  ;  and  he 
{looped,  againft  his  faith  and  judgment,  to  abandon  thofe  imprudent 
friends  who  had  prefumed  to  accufe  or  doubt  the  chaftity  of  his 
wife.  The  revenge  of  a  guilty  woman  is  implacable  and  bloody : 
the  unfortunate  Macedonia,  with  the  two  witneffes,  were  fecretly 
arretted  by  the  minifler  of  her  cruelty  ;  their  tongues  were  cut  out, 
their  bodies  were  hacked  into  fmall  pieces,  and  their  remains  were 
cart  into  the  fea  of  Syracufe.  A  ralli,  though  judicious  faying  of 
Conftantine  ;  "  I  would  fooner  have  punifhed  the  adultrefs  than  the 
u  boy,"  was  deeply  remembered  by  Antonina  ;  and  two  years  after- 
wards, when  defpair  had  armed  that  officer  againft  his  general,  her 
fanguinary  advice  decided  and  haftened  his  execution.  Even  the 
indignation  of  Photius  was  not  forgiven  by  his  mother ;  the  exile 
of  her  fon  prepared  the  recal  of  her  lover  ;  and  Theodofius  conde- 
fcended  to  accept  the  premng  and  humble  invitation  of  the  con- 
queror of  Italy.  In  the  abfolute  direction  of  his  houfehold,  and  in 
the  important  commiflions  of  peace  and  war"5,  the  favourite  youth 
moft  rapidly  acquired  a  fortune  of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  :  and  after  their  return  to  Conftantinople,  the  paffion  of 
Antonina,  at  leaft,  continued  ardent  and  unabated.  But  fear,  devo- 
tion, and  laffitude  perhaps,  infpired  Theodofius  with  more  ferious 
thoughts.  He  dreaded  the  bufy  fcandal  of  the  capital,  and  the  in- 
difcreet  fondnefs  of  the  wife  of  Belifarius  ;  efcaped  from  her  em- 
braces, and  retiring  to  Ephefus,  fhaved  his  head,  and  took  refuge 

"5  In  November  537,  Photius  arretted  the  fent  Theodofius — rov  t»  oixia  nrri  avm  ttptraTa—- 
pope  (Liberat.  Brev.  c.  22.  Pagi,  torn.  ii.  on  an  important  and  lucrative  commlffion  to 
p..  562.).    About  the  end  of  539,  Belifarius    Ravenna  (Goth.  1.  ii.  c.  18.). 

8  in 
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in  the  fandluary  of  a  monadic  life.    The  defpair  of  the  new  Ariadne  c  K  A  P. 

could  fcarcely  have  been  excufed  by  the  death  of  her  hufband.    She  >  *  * 

wept,  me  tore  her  hair,  fhe  rilled  the  palace  with  her  cries  ;  "  fhe 
"  had  loft  the  dearefl  of  friends,  a  tender,  a  faithful,  a  laborious 
"  friend  !"  But  her  warm  entreaties,  fortified  by  the  prayers  of 
Belifarius,  were  infuflicient  to  draw  the  holy  monk  from  the  folitude 
of  Ephefus.  It  was  not  till  the  general  moved  forward  for  the  Perfian 
war,  that  Theodofius  could  be  tempted  to  return  to  Conftantinoplc  ; 
and  the  fliort  interval  before  the  departure  of  Antonina  herfelf  was 
boldly  devoted  to  love  and  pleafure. 

A  philofopher  may  pity  and  forgive  the  infirmities  of  female  na-  Refcntment 
ture,  from  which  he  receives  no  real  injury  ;  but  contemptible  is  the  and  her  fou 
hufband  who  feels,  and  yet  endures,  his  own  infamy  in  that  of  his  °uus* 
wife.  Antonina  purfued  her  fon  with  implacable  hatred-;  and  the 
gallant  Photius1"5  was  expofed  to  her  fecret  perfecutions  in  the  camp 
beyond  the  Tigris.  '  Enraged  by  his  own  wrongs,  and  by  the  dis- 
honour of  his  blood,  he  cart  away  in  his  turn  the  fentiments  of  na- 
ture, and  revealed  to  Belifarius  the  turpitude  of  a  woman  who  had 
violated  all  the  duties  of  a  mother  and  a  wife.  From  the  furprife 
and  indignation  of  the  Roman  general,  his  former  credulity  appears 
to  have  been  lincere :  he  embraced  the  knees  of  the  fon  of  Anto- 
nina, adjured  him  to  remember  his-  obligations  rather  than  his  birth, 
and  confirmed  at  the  altar  their  holy  vows  of  revenge  and  mutual 
defence.  The  dominion  of  Antonina  was  impaired  by  abfence ; 
and  when  fhe  met  her  hufband,  on  his  return  from  the  Perfian 
confines,  Belifarius,  in  his  firft  and  tranfient  emotions,  confined  her 
perfon  and  threatened  her  life.  Photius  was  more  refolved  to 
punifh,  and  lefs  prompt  to  pardon  :  he  flew  to  Ephefus ;  extorted 


1,6  Theophanes  (Chronograph,  p.  204.)  rius ;  and  he  is  copied  by  the  Ilifloria  Mif- 
flyles  him  Fkaiuus,  the  fcn-in-law  of  B:li!a-    cella  and  Anaftafius. 

from 
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c  H  A  P.  from  a  tmfty  eunuch  of  his  mother  the  full  confeffion  of  her  guilt ; 

«  4  '  arretted  Theodofius  and  his  treafures  in  the  church  of  St.  John  the 

Apoftle,  and  concealed  his  captives,  whofe  execution  was  only  de- 
layed, in  a  fecure  and  fequeftered  fortrefs  of  Cilicia.  Such  a  daring 
outrage  againft  public  juftice  could  not  pafs  with  impunity;  and 
the  caufe  of  Antonina  was  efpoufed  by  the  emprefs,  whofe  favour 
fhe  had  deferved  by  the  recent  fervices  of  the  difgrace  of  a  prefect, 
and  the  exile  and  murder  of  a  pope.  At  the  end  of  the  campaign, 
Belifarius  was  recalled  :  he  complied,  as  ufual,  with  the  Imperial 
mandate.  His  mind  was  not  prepared  for  rebellion :  his  obedience, 
however  adverfe  to  the  dictates  of  honour,  was  confonant  to  the 
wifhes  of  his  heart ;  and  when  he  embraced  his  wife,  at  the  com- 
mand, and  perhaps  in  the  prefence,  of  the  emprefs,  the  tender 
hufband  was  difpofed  to  forgive  or  to  be  forgiven.  The  bounty  of 
Theodora  referved  for  her  companion  a  more  precious  favour.  "  I 
"  have  found,"  me  faid,  "  my  deareft  patrician,  a  pearl  of  inefti- 
"  mable  value :  it  has  not  yet  been  viewed  by  any  mortal  eye  ;  but 
"  the  fight  and  the  pofTeflion  of  this  jewel  are  deftined  for  my 
u  friend."  As  foon  as  the  curiofity  and  impatience  of  Antonina 
were  kindled,  the  door  of  a  bedchamber  was  thrown  open,  and  fhe 
beheld  her  lover,  whom  the  diligence  of  the  eunuchs  had  difcovered 
in  his  fecret  prifon.  Her  filent  wonder  burft  into  paffionate  excla- 
mations of  gratitude  and  joy,  and  fhe  named  Theodora  her  queen, 
her  benefactrefs,  and  her  faviour.  The  monk  of  Ephefus  was 
nourifhed  in  the  palace  with  luxury  and  ambition ;  but  inftead  of 
afluming,  as  he  was  promifed,  the  command  of  the  Roman  armies, 
Theodofius  expired  in  the  lirft  fatigues  of  an  amorous  interview. 

Pcrfccutlon    The  grief  of  Antonina  could  only  be  afTuaged  by  the  furFerings  of 

of  her  fon.  ^  youth  of  confular  rank,  and  a  fickly  conflitution,  was 

punifhed,  without  a  trial,  like  a  malefactor  and  a  flave :  yet  fuch 

was 
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was  the  conftancy  of  his  mind,  that  Photius  fuftained  the  tortures  of  C  H^A  P. 

the  fcourge  and  the  rack,  without  violating  the  faith  which  lie  had  *  ,  ' 

fworn  to  Belifarius.  After  this  fruitlefs  cruelty,  the  fon  of  Antonina, 
while  his  mother  feafted  with  the  emprefs,  was  buried  in  her  fub- 
terraneous  prifons,  which  admitted  not  the  diftinction  of  night  and 
day.  He  twice  efcaped  to  the  moft  venerable  fa  actuaries  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  the  churches  of  St.  Sophia  and  of  the  Virgin  :  but  his 
tyrants  were  infenfible  of  religion  as  of  pity  j  and  the  helplefs 
youth,  amidft  the  clamours  of  the  clergy  and  people,  was  twice 
dragged  from  the  altar  to  the  dungeon.  His  third  attempt  was 
more  fucccfsful.  At  the  end  of  three  years,  the  prophet  Zachariah, 
or  fome  mortal  friend,  indicated  the  means  of  an  efcape  :  he  eluded 
the  fpies  and  guards  of  the  emprefs,  reached  the  holy  fepulchre  of 
Jerufalem,  embraced  the  profeflion  of  a  monk  ;  and  the  abbot 
Photius  was  employed,  after  the  death  of  Juftinian,  to  reconcile  and 
regulate  the  churches  of  Egypt.  The  fon  of  Antonina  fuffered  all 
that  an  enemy  can  inflict :  her  patient  hufband  impofed  on  himfelf 
the  more  exquifite  mifery  of  violating  his  promife  and  deferting  his 
friend. 

In  the  fucceeding  campaign,  Belifarius  was  again  fent  againft  the  Difgrafceand-. 

fubmlflion  of 

Perfians :  he  faved  the  Eaft,  but  he  offended  Theodora,  and  perhaps  Belifariw. 
the  emperor  himfelf.  The  malady  of  Juftinian  had  countenanced 
the  rumour  of  his  death  ;  and  the  Roman  general,  on  the  fuppofi- 
tion  of  that  probable  event,  fpoke  the  free  language  of  a  citizen 
and  a  foldier.  His  colleague  Buzes,  who  concurred  in  the  fame 
fentiments,  loft  his  rank,  his  liberty,  and  his  health,  by  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  emprefs  :  but  the  difgrace  of  Belifarius  was  alleviated  by 
the  dignity  of  his  own  character,  and  the  influence  of  his  wife, 
who  might  wifh  to  humble,  but  could  not  delire  to  ruin  the  partner 
of  her  fortunes.  Even  his  removal  was  coloured  by  the  aflurance, 
that  the  finking  ftate  of  Italy  would  be  retrieved  by  the  fing'e  prc- 
Vol.  IV.  E  e  fence 
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*•  fence  of  its  conqueror.    But  no  fooner  had  he  returned,  alone  and 
*  defencelefs,  than  an  hoftile  comrniliion  was  fent  to  the  Eaft,  to 
feize  his  treafures  and  criminate  his  actions ;  the  guards  and  veterans 
who  followed  his  private  banner,  were  diftributed  among  the  chiefs 
of  the  army,  and  even  the  eunuchs  prefumed  to  caft  lots  for  the  par- 
tition of  his  martial  domefdcs.    When  he  paffed  with  a  fmall  and 
fordid  retinue  through  the  flreets  of  Conftantinople,  his  forlorn  ap- 
pearance excited  the  amazement  and  companion  of  the  people. 
Juftinian  and  Theodora  received  him  with  cold  ingratitude ;  the 
fervile  crowd,  with  infolence  and  contempt ;  and  in  the  evening  he 
retired  with  trembling  fteps  to  his  deferted  palace.    An  indifpofition, 
feigned  or  real,  had  confined  Antonina  to  her  apartment :  and  fhe 
walked  difdainfully  filent  in  the  adjacent  portico,  while  Belifarius 
threw  himfelf  on  his  bed,  and  expected,  in  an  agony  of  grief  and 
terror,  the  death  which  he  had  fo  often  braved  under  the  walls  of 
Rome.     Long  after  fun-fet,  a  meflenger  was  announced  from 
the  emprefs  ;  he  opened  with  anxious  curiofity  the  letter  which 
contained  the  fentence  of  his  fate.    "  You  cannot  be  ignorant  how 
"  much  you  have  deferved  my  difpleafure.    I  am  not  infenfible  of 
"  the  fervices  of  Antonina.    To  her  merits  and  interceffion  I  have 
"  granted  your  life,  and  permit  you  to  retain  a  part  of  your  trea- 
"  fures,  which  might  be  juftly  forfeited  to  the  ftate.    Let  your  gra- 
"  titude,  where  it  is  due,  be  difplayed,  not  in  words,  but  in  your 
"  future  behaviour."    I  know  not  how  to  believe  or  to  relate  the 
tranfports  with  which  the  hero  is  faid  to  have  received  this  ignomi- 
nious pardon.    He  fell  proftrate  before  his  wife,  he  kiifed  the  feet 
of  his  faviour,  and  he  devoutly  promifed  to  live  the  grateful  and 
fubmiffive  flave  of  Antonina.    A  fine  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  was  levied  on  the  fortunes  of  Belifarius ; 
and  with  the  office  of  count,  or  mafter  of  the  royal  (tables,  he  ac- 
cepted the  conduct  of  the  Italian  war.    At  his  departure  from  Con- 

10  ftantinople, 
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ftantinople,  his  friends,  and  even  the  public,  were  perfuaded,  that  c  H^A  p. 

as  foon  as  he  regained  his  freedom,  he  would  renounce  his  diflimu-  ■ 

lation,  and  that  his  wife,  Theodora,  and  perhaps  the- emperor  him- 

felf,  would  be  facrificed  to  the  jufl:  revenge  of  a  virtuous  rebel. 

Their  hopes  were  deceived  ;  and  the  unconquerable  patience  and 

loyalty  of  Belifarius  appear  either  below  or  above  the  character  of 

a  man"7. 

"7  The  continuator  of  the  Chronicle  of  Oriente  evocatus,  in  ofFenfam  periculumque 
Marcellinus  gives,  in  a  few  decent  words,  the  incurrens  grave,  et  invidhe  fubjacens  rurfas 
fubftance  of  the  Anecdotes:  Belifarius  de    remittitur  in  Italiam  (p.  54.). 
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CHAP.  XLII. 

State  of  the  Barbaric  World. — Eftablifhment  of  the 
Lombards  on  the  Danube. — Tribes  and  htroads  cf 
the  Sclavonians. — Origin,  Empire,  and  EmbaJ/ies  of 
the  Turks. — The  Flight  of  the  Avars. — Chofroes  I.  or 
Nufhirvan  King  of  Perfa. — His  profperous  Reign 
and  Wars  with  the  Romans. — The  Colchian  or  Lazic 
War. — The  JEthiopians. 

CHAP.  /^"VUR  eftimate  of  perfonal  merit  is  relative  to  the  common  fa- 
,  XL1*'  _,  culties  of  mankind.    The  afpiring  efforts  of  genius,  or  virtue,' 

the^m^fre'of  e^tner  m  a&ive  or  fpeculative  lifej  are  meafured,  not  fo  much  by 
Juft^ni^>  their  real  elevation,  as  by  the  height  to  which  they  afcend  above  the 
527—565.  level  of  their  age  or  country:  and  the  fame  ftature,  which  in  a 
people  of  giants  would  pafs  unnoticed,  muft  appear  confpicuous  in 
a  race  of  pygmies.  Leonidas,  and  his  three  hundred  companions, 
devoted  their  lives  at  Thermopylae ;  but  the  education  of  the  in- 
fant,  the  boy,  and  the  man,  had  prepared,  and  almoft  enfured  this 
memorable  facrifice  ;  and  each  Spartan  would  approve,  rather  than 
admire,  an  acl:  of  duty,  of  which  himfelf  and  eight  thoufand  of 
his  fellow-citizens  were  equally  capable  \  The  great  Pompey 
might  infcribe  on  his  trophies,  that  he  had  defeated  in  battle  two 

1  It  will  be  a  pleafure,  not  a  talk,  to  read  ing  and  moral  fcenes  in  hillory.    It  was  the 

Herodotus  (1.  vii.  c.  104.  134.  p.  ^50.  615.).  torture  of  the  royal  Spartan  to  behold,  with 

The  converfation  of  Xerxes  and  Demaratus  anguifh  and  remorfe,  the  virtue  of  his  country, 
at  Thermopylae,  is  one  of  the  molt  intereft- 

7  millions 
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millions  of  enemies,  and  reduced  fifteen  hundred  cities  from  the 
lake  Mseotis  to  the  Red  Sea2:  but  the  fortune  of  Rome  flew  before 
his  eagles  ;  the  nations  were  opprefTed  by  their  own  fears,  and  the 
invincible  legions  which  he  commanded,  had  been  formed  by  the 
habits  of  conqueft  and  the  difcipline  of  ages.  In  this  view,  the 
character  of  Belifarius  may  be  defervedly  placed  above  the  heroes 
of  the  ancient  republics.  His  imperfections  flowed  from  the  con- 
tagion of  the  times  ;  his  virtues  were  his  own,  the  free  gift  of  na- 
ture or  reflection ;  he  raifed  himfelf  without  a  mafter  or  a  rival  ; 
and  fo  inadequate  were  the  arms  committed  to  his  hand,  that  his 
fole  advantage  was  derived  from  the  pride  and  prefumption  of  his 
adverfaries.  Under  his  command,  the  fubjects  of  Juftinian  often 
deferved  to  be  called  Romans  :  but  the  unwarlike  appellation  of 
Greeks  was  impofed  as  a  term  of  reproach  by  the  haughty  Goths  ; 
who  affected  to  blufh,  that  they  muft  difpute  the  kingdom  of  Italy 
with  a  nation  of  tragedians,  pantomimes,  and  pirates3.  The  climate 
of  Afia  has  indeed  been  found  lefs  congenial  than  that  of  Europe, 
to  military  fpirit :  thofe  populous  countries  were  enervated  by 
luxury,  depotifm,  and  fuperftition  ;  and  the  monks  were  more  ex- 
penfive  and  more  numerous  than  the  foldiers  of  the  Eaft.  The 
regular  force  of  the  empire  had  once  amounted  to  fix  hundred  and 
forty-five  thoufand  men  :  it  was  reduced,  in  the  time  of  Juftinian, 
to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand ;  and  this  number,  large  as  it 
may  feem,  was  thinly  fcattered  over  the  fea  and  land  ;  in  Spain 
and  Italy,  in  Africa  and .  Egypt,  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  the 
coaft  of  the  Euxine,  and  the  frontiers  of  Perfia.    The  citizen  was 

*  See  this  proud  infcription  in  Pliny  (Hid.         itfrr*  hoc*,  on  /*»  rfzyuKs,  xai  raora;  Kutc- 

Natur.  vii.  27.).   Few  men  have  more  exqui-  hrretf.    This  laft  epithet  of  Procopius  is  too 

fitely  tailed  of  glory  and  difgrace ;  nor  could  nobly  tranflated  by  pirates;  naval  thieves  is 

Juvenal  (Satir.  x.)  produce  a  more  (Iriking  the   proper   word  :    drippers  of  garments, 

example  of  the  viciflitudes  of  fortune,  and  either  for  injury  or  infulc  (Demofthenes  con- 

the  vanity  of  human  wilh.es.  tra  Conon.  in  Reilke  Orator.  Grsec.  torn.  ii. 

3  rpaixaj.  .  .  .  e£  u»  t«  KfOTtfx  shut  t<;  Tt«-  p.  1264..). 

exhaufted, 
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C  H  A  p.  exhauftcd,  yet  the  foldier  was  unpaid  ;  his  poverty  was  mifchie- 
\_  .-  t  voufly  foothed  by  the  privilege  of  rapine  and  indolence  ;  and  the 
tardy  payments  were  detained  and  intercepted  by  the  fraud  of  thofe 
agents  who  ufurp,  without  courage  or  danger,  the  emoluments  of 
war.  Public  and  private  diftrefs  recruited  the  armies  of  the  ftate  ; 
but  in  the  field,  and  ftill  more  in  the  prefence  of  the  enemy,  their 
numbers  were  always  defective.  The  want  of  national  fpirit  was 
fupplied  by  the  precarious  faith  and  diforderly  fervice  of  Barbarian 
mercenaries.  Even  military  honour,  which  has  often  furvived  the 
lofs  of  virtue  and  freedom,  was  almoft  totally  extinct.  The  gene- 
rals, who  were  multiplied  beyond  the  example  of  former  times, 
laboured  only  to  prevent  the  fuccefs,  or  to  fully  the  reputation,  of 
their  colleagues  ;  and  they  had  been  taught  by  experience,  that  if 
merit  fometimes  provoked  the  jealoufy,  error,  or  even  guilt,  would 
obtain  the  indulgence,  of  a  gracious  emperor4.  In  fuch  an  age,  the 
triumphs  of  Belifarius,  and  afterwards  of  Narfes,  mine  with  incom- 
parable luftre  ;  but  they  are  encompafTed  with  the  darkeft  fhades  of 
difgrace  and  calamity.  While  the  lieutenant  of  Juftinian  fubdued 
the  kingdoms  of  the  Goths  and  Vandals,  the  emperor s,  timid, 
though  ambitious,  balanced  the  forces  of  the  Barbarians,  fomented 
their  divifions  by  flattery  and  falfehood,  and  invited  by  his  patience 
and  liberality  the  repetition  of  injuries6.  The  keys  of  Carthage, 
-Rome,  and  Ravenna,  were  prefented  to  their  conqueror,  while  An- 
tioch  was  deftroyed  by  the  Perfians,  and  Juftinian  trembled  for  the 
fafety  of  Conftantinople. 

*  See  the  third  and  fourth  books  of  the       6  This  mifchievous  policy,  which  Proco- 

Gothic  War:  the  writer  of  the  Anecdotes  pius  (Anecdot.  c.  19.)  imputes  to  the  empe- 

cannot  aggravate  thefe  abufes.  ror,  is  revealed  in  his  epiftle  to  a  Scythian 

5  Agathias,  1.  v.  p.  157,  158.  He  confines  prince,  who  was  capable  of  understanding  it. 

this  weaknefs  of  the  emperor  and  the  empire  Ay*>  s-f-op,»;9»  xzi  ay^imrxTit,    fays  Agathias 

to  the  old  age  of  Juftinian;  but,  alas!  he  (1.  v.  p.  170,  171.). 
was  never  young. 

Even 
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Even  the  Gothic  victories  of  Belifarius  were  prejudicial  to  the  chap. 

XLU- 

ftate,  fince  they  abolifhed  the  important  barrier  of  the  Upper  Da-  • — ^  » 

nube,  which  had  been  fo  faithfully  guarded  by  Theodoric  and  his  Barbarian*, 
daughter.  For  the  defence  of  Italy,  the  Goths  evacuated  Parinonia 
and  Noricum,  which  they  left  in  a  peaceful  and  fiouriming  condi- 
tion :  the  fovereignty  was  claimed  by  the  emperor  of  the  Romans  ; 
the  actual  pofleffion  was  abandoned  to  the  boldnefs  of  the  firft  in- 
vader. On  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  Danube,  the  plains  of  Upper 
Hungary  and  the  Tranfylvanian  hills  were  poffefled,  fince  the  death 
of  Attila,  by  the  tribes  of  the  Gepidas,  who  refpecled  the  Gothic  TheGepid*. 
arms,  and  defpifed,  not  indeed  the  gold  of  the  Romans,  but  the 
fecret  motive  of  their  annual  fubfidies.  The  vacant  fortifications  of 
the  river  were  inftantly  occupied  by  thefe  Barbarians :  their  ftand- 
ards  were  planted  on  the  walls  of  Sirmium  and  Belgrade ;  and  the 
ironical  tone  of  their  apology  aggravated  this  infult  on  the  majefly 
of  the  empire.  "  So  extenfive,  O  Gsefar,  are  your  dominions ;  fo 
"  numerous  are  your  cities ;  that  you  are  continually  feeldng  for 
*'  nations  to  whom,  either  in  peace  or  war,  you  may  relinquilh 
"  thefe  ufelefs  poflefnons.  The  Gepidce  are  your  brave  and  faithful 
M  allies ;  and  if  they  have  anticipated  your  gifts,  they  have  Ihewn  a 
"  juft  confidence  in  your  bounty."  Their  prefumption  was  excufcd 
by  the  mode  of  revenge  which  Juftinian  embraced.  Inftead  of  af- 
ferting  the  rights  of  a  fovereign  for  the  protection  of  his  fubjects, 
the  emperor  invited  a  ftrange  people  to  invade  and  poffefs  the  Ro- 
man provinces  between  the  Danube  and  the  Alps  ;  and  the  ambition 
of  the  Gepidas  was  checked  by  the  riling  power  and  fame  of  the 
Lombards7.     This  corrupt  appellation  has  been  difTufed  in  the  The  Lom- 

,  .  ,  bards. 

thirteenth 

7  Gens  Germana  feritate  ftrociorc,  fays  rimis  ac  valeniiflimis  nationibus  cinfti  non  per 
Velleius  Paterculus  of  the  Lombards  (ii.  obfequium  fed  pnelHs  et  periclitando  tuti  fuot 
io6.)-  Langobardos paucius  nobibut.  Plu-    (Tacit,  dc  Moribus  German,  c.  40.).  See 

J  ike  wife 
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C  A  r.  thirteenth  century  by  the  merchants  and  bankers,  the  Italian  pofte- 
y.  mmym  —>  rity  of  thefe  favage  warriors :  but  the  original  name  of  Lattgobardf 
is  expreflive  only  of  the  peculiar  length  and  faihion  of  their  beards. 
1  am  not  difpofed  either  to  queftion  or  to  juftify  their  Scandinavian 
origin 8 ;  nor  to  purfue  the  migrations  of  the  Lombards  through 
unknown  regions  and  marvellous  adventures.  About  the  time  of 
Auguftus  and  Trajan,  a  ray  of  hiftoric  light  breaks  on  the  darknefs 
of  their  antiquities,  and  they  are  difcovered,  for  the  firft  time,  be- 
tween the  Elbe  and  the  Oder.  Fierce,  beyond  the  example  of  the 
Germans,  they  delighted  to  propagate  the  tremendous  belief,  that 
their  heads  were  formed  like  the  heads  of  dogs,  and  that  they  drank 
the  blood  of  their  enemies  whom  they  vanquished  in  battle.  The 
fmallnefs  of  their  numbers  was  recruited  by  the  adoption  of  their 
braveft  flaves  ;  and  alone,  amidft  their  powerful  neighbours,  they 
defended  by  arms  their  high-fpirited  independence.  In  the  tempefts 
of  the  north,  which  overwhelmed  fo  many  names  and  nations,  this 
little  bark  of  the  Lombards  iT. ill  floated  on  the  furface  :  they  gra- 
dually dcfcended  towards  the  fouth  and  the  Danube ;  and  at  the  end 
of  four  hundred  years  they  again  appear  with  their  ancient  valour 
and  renown.  Their  manners  were  not  lefs  ferocious.  The  aflaf- 
fination  of  a  royal  gueft  was  executed  in  the  prefence,  and  by  the 
command,  of  the  king's  daughter,  who  had  been  provoked  by  fome 
words  of  infult,  and  difappointed  by  his  diminutive  Mature  ;  and  a 
tribute,  the  price  of  blood,  was  impofed  on  the  Lombards,  by  his 

likewife  Strabo  (1.  vii.  p.  446.).    The  belt  8  The  Scandinavian  origin  of  the  Goths 

geographers  place  thrm  beyond  the  Elbe,  in  and  Lombards,  as  flated  by  Paul  Warnefrid, 

the  bifhopric  of  Magdeburgh  and  the  middle  furnamed  the  deacon,  is  attacked  by  Cluve- 

march  of  Brandcnburgh ;  and  their  fituation  rius  (Germania  Antiq.  1.  iii.  c.  26.  p.  icz, 

will  agree  with  the  patiiotic  remark  of  the  &c),  a  native  ot  Pruflia,  and  defended  by 

Count  de  Hertzberg,  that  molt  of  the  Bar-  Grotius  (Prolegom.  ad  Kilt.  Goth.  p.  28, 

barian  conquerors  iflued  from  the  fame  coun-  the  Swedilh  ambafl'ador. 
tries  which  Hill  produce  the  armies  of  Pi  uffu. 

brother, 
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brother,  the  king  of  the  Heruli.  Adverfity  revived  a  fenfe  of  mo-  c  H  A  p« 
deration  and  juflice,  and  the  infolence  of  conqueft  was  chaitiied  by  v,— 
the  fignal  defeat  and  irreparable  difperfion  of  the  Heruli,  who  were 
feated  in  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Poland'.  The  victories  of  the 
Lombards  recommended  them  to  the  friendship  of  the  emperors  : 
and  at  the  folicitation  of  Juftinian,  they  patted  the  Danube,  to  re- 
duce, according  to  their  treaty,  the  cities  of  Noricum  and  the  for- 
trefles  of  Pannonia.  But  the  fpirit  of  rapine  foon  tempted  them  be- 
yond thefe  ample  limits  ;  they  wandered  along  the  coaft  of  the  Ha- 
driatic  as  far  as  Dyrrachium,  and  prefumed,  with  familiar  rudenefs, 
to  enter  the  towns  and  houfes  of  their  Roman  allies,  and  to  feize 
the  captives  who  had  efcaped  from  their  audacious  hands.  Thefe 
acts  of  hoftility,  the  fallies,  as  it  might  be  pretended,  of  fome  loofe 
adventurers,  were  difowned  by  the  nation,  and  excufed  by  the  em- 
peror ;  but  the  arms  of  the  Lombards  were  more  ferioufly  engaged 
by  a  conteft  of  thirty  years,  which  was  terminated  only  by  the  ex- 
tirpation of  the  Gepidse.  The  hoftile  nations  often  pleaded  their 
caufe  before  the  throne  of  Conftantinople  ;  and  the  crafty  Juflinian, 
to  whom  the  Barbarians  were  almoft  equally  odious,  pronounced  a 
partial  and  ambiguous  fentence,  and  dextroufly  protracted  the  war 
by  flow  and  ineffectual  fuccours.  Their  ftrength  was  formidable, 
fince  the  Lombards,  who  fent  into  the  field  feveral  myriads  of  fol- 
diers,  ft  ill  claimed,  as  the  weaker  fide,  the  protection  of  the  Romans. 
Their  fpirit  was  intrepid ;  yet  fuch  is  the  uncertainty  of  courage, 
that  the  two  armies  were  fuddenly  ftruck  with  a  panic ;  they  fled 
from  each  other,  and  the  rival  kings  remained  with  their  guards  in 
the  midft  of  an  empty  plain.    A  fhort  truce  was  obtained  ;  but  their 

c  Two  fa£b  in  the  narrative  of  Paul  Dia-  dantia  Una.     The  cultivation  of  flax  fup- 

conus  (1.  i.  c.  20.)  are  exprcflive  of  national  pofes  property,  commerce,  agriculture,  and 

manners:  1 .  Dum  ad  tabulam  luderet — while  manufactures, 
he  played  at  draughts.    2.  Camporum  viri- 

Vol.  IV.  F  f  mutual 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


mutual  reientment  again  kindled;  and  the  remembrance  of  ttieir 
fhame  rendered  the  next  encounter  more  defperate  and  bloody. 
Forty  thoufand  of  the  Barbarians  perifhed  in  the  decifive  battle, 
which  broke  the  power  of  the  Gepidae,  transferred  the  fears  and 
wifhes  of  Juftinian,  and  firft  difplayed  the  character  of  Alboin,  the 
youthful  prince  of  the  Lombards,  and  the  future  conqueror  of 
Italy10. 

The  wild  people  who  dwelt  or  wandered  in  the  plains  of  Ruflia, 
Lithuania,  and  Poland,  might  be  reduced,  in  the  age  of  Juftinian, 
under  the  two  great  families  of  the  Bulgarians  "  and  the  Scla- 
vonians.  According  to  the  Greek  writers,  the  former,  who  touched 
the  Euxine  and  the  lake  Masotis,  derived  from  the  Huns  their  name 
or  defcent ;  and  it  is  needlefs  to  renew  the  fimple  and  well-known 
picture  of  Tartar  manners.  They  were  bold  and  dextrous  archers, 
who  drank  the  milk,  and  feafted  on  the  flefh  of  their  fleet  and  in- 
defatigable horfes ;  whofe  flocks  and  herds  followed,  or  rather  guided 
the  motions  of  their  roving  camps  ;  to  whole  inroads  no  country 
was  remote  or  impervious,  and  who  were  practifed  in  flight,  though 
incapable  of  fear.  The  nation  was  divided  into  two  powerful  and 
hoftile  tribes,  who  purfued  each  other  with  fraternal  hatred.  They 
eagerly  difputed  the  friendship  or  rather  the  gifts  of  the  em- 
peror ;  and  the  diftinction  which  nature  had  fixed  between  the 
faithful  dog  and  the  rapacious  wolf,  was  applied  by  an  ambaflador 


*°  I  have  ufed,  without  undertaking  to  re- 
concile, the  fads  in  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  ii. 
c.  14.  I.  iii.  c.  33,  34.  f;  iv.  c.  18.  25.),  Paul 
Diaconus  (de  Geftis  Langobard.  1.  i.  c.  1 — 
23.  in  Muratori,  Script.  Rerum  Italicarum, 
torn.  i.  p.  405 — 419.),  and  Jornandes  (de 
Succefl".  Regnorum,  p.  242.).  The  patient 
reader  may  draw  feme  light  from  Mafcou 
(Hift.  of  the  Germans,  and  Annotat.  xxiii.) 
and  de  Buat  (Hift.  des  Peuples,  &c.  torn,  ix, 
x,  xi.). 


"  I  adopt  the  appellation  of  Bulgarians, 
from  Ennodius  (in  Panegyr.  Theodorici,  Opp. 
Sirmond,  torn.  i.  p.  1598,  1599.),  Jornan- 
des (de  Rebus  Geticis,  c.  5.  p.  194.  et  de 
Regn.  Succeflione,  p.  242.),  Theophanes 
(p.  185.),  and  the  Chronicles  of  Cafiiodo- 
rius  and  Marcellinus.  The  name  of  Huns 
is  too  vague;  the  tribes  of  the  Cutturgu- 
rians  and  Utturgurians  are  too  minute  and 
too  harlh. 

who 
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who  received  only  verbal  inftru&ions  from  the  mouth  of  his  Mite-  c  11  A  r« 

XLll. 

rate  prince  **,  The  Bulgarians,  of  whatfoever  fpecies,  were  equally  \^^v~^j 
attracted  by  Roman  wealth  :  they  afTumed  a  vague  dominion  over 
the  Sciavonian  name,  and  their  rapid  marches  could  only  be  (topped 
by  the  Baltic  fea,  or  the  extreme  cold  and  poverty  of  the  north. 
But  the  fame  race  of  Sclavonians  appears  to  have  maintained,  in 
every  age,  the  polfeflion  of  the  fame  countries.  Their  numerous 
"tribes,  however  diftant  or  adverfe,  ufed  one  common  language  (it 
was  harlli  and  irregular),  and  were  known  by  the  refemblance  of 
their  form,  which  deviated  from  the  fwarthy  Tartar,  and  approached 
without  attaining  the  lofty  ftature  and  fair  complexion  of  the  Ger- 
man. Four  thoufand  fix  hundred  villages  13  were  fcattered  over  the 
provinces  of  Ruffia  and  Poland,  and  their  huts  were  haftily  built 
of  rough  timber,  in  a  country  deficient  both  in  ftone  and  iron. 
Erected,  or  rather  concealed  in  the  depth  of  forefts,  on  the  banks  of 
rivers,  or  the  edge  of  moraffes,  we  may  not  perhaps,  without  flat- 
tery, compare  them  to  the  architecture  of  the  beaver ;  which  they  re- 
fembled  in  a  double  iifue,  to  the  land  and  water,  for  the  efcape  of 
the  favage  inhabitant,  an  animal  lefs  cleanly,  lefs  diligent,  and  lefs 
focial  than  that  marvellous  quadrupede.  The  fertility  of  the  foil, 
rather  than  the  labour  of  the  natives,  fupplied  the  ruftic  plenty  of 
the  Sclavonians.  Their  fheep  and  horned  cattle  were  large  and 
numerous,  and  the  fields  which  they  fowed  with  millet  and  panic 
afforded,  in  the  place  of  bread,  a  coarfe  and  lefs  nutritive  food.  The 

11  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  19.).     His  often  lofes  himfelf  in  a  wildernefs  which  re- 
verbal  meflage  (he  owns  himfelf  an  illiterate  quires  a  Saxon  and  Polilh  guide. 
Barbarian)  is  delivered  as  an  epiftle.    The       «+  pa„icum,  milium.    See  Columella,  1.  ii. 
ftyle  is  favage,  figurative,  and  original.  c.  Q.  p.  430.  e(jit,  Qefner.    Plin.  Hift.  Na- 

"  This  fum  is  the  refult  of  a  particular  tUT.  xv;ii.  2+>  25.    The  Sarmatians  made  a 

lift,  in  a  curious  MS.  fragment  of  the  year  pap  0f  millet,  mingled  with  mare's  milk  or 

550,  fourJ  in  the  library  of  Milan.    The  blood.    In  the  wealth  of  modern  hulbandry, 

obfeure  geography  of  the  times  provokes  and  our  millet  feeds  poultry,  and  not  heroes.  See 

exercifes  the  patience  of  the  Count  de  Buat  the  dictionaries  of  Bomare  and  Miller, 
(torn.  xi.  p.  69—189.).  The  French  minifter 

F  f  2  mediant 
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C  XLir  P*  *nce^"ant  raPme  or*  their  neighbours  compelled  them  to  bury  this 
v — ~j  treafure  in  the  earth  ;  but  on  the  appearance  of  a  ftranger,  it  was 
freely  imparted  by  a  people,  whofe  unfavourable  character  is  qua- 
lified by  the  epithets  of  chafte,  patient,  and  hofpitable.  As  their 
fupreme  god,  they  adored  an  invifible  mafter  of  the  thunder.  The 
rivers  and  the  nymphs  obtained  their  fubordinate  honours,  and  the 
popular  worfhip  was  expreffed  in  vows  and  facrifice.  The  Sclavo- 
nians  difdained  to  obey  a  defpot,  a  prince,  or  even  a  magiftrate  ; 
but  their  experience  was  too  narrow,  their  paffions  too  headftrong, 
to  compofe  a  fyftem  of  equal  law  or  general  defence.  Some  volun- 
tary refpect  was  yielded  to  age  and  valour ;  but  each  tribe  or  village 
exifted  as  a  feparate  republic,  and  all  muft  be  perfuaded  where  none 
could  be  compelled.  They  fought  on  foot,  almoft  naked,  and,  ex- 
cept an  unwieldy  fhield,  without  any  defenfive  armour :  their  wea- 
pons of  offence  were  a  bow,  a  quiver  of  fmall  poifoned  arrows, 
and  a  long  rope,  which  they  dextroufly  threw  from  a  diftance,  and 
entangled  their  enemy  in  a  running  noofe.  In  the  field,  the  Scla- 
vonian  infantry  was  dangerous  by  their  fpeed,  agility,  and  hardi- 
nefs  :  they  fwam,  they  dived,  they  remained  under  water,  drawing 
their  breath  through  a  hollow  cane ;  and  a  river  or  lake  was  often 
the  fcene  of  their  unfufpedled  ambufcade.  But  thefe  were  the  at- 
enlevements  of  fpies  or  ftragglers  ;  the  military  arts  was  unknown: 
to  the  Sclavonians  ;  their  name  was  obfeure,  and  their  conquefts 
were  inglorious15. 

Their  in-         I  naye  marked  the  faint  and  general  outline  of  the  Sclavonians 
and  Bulgarians,   without  attempting  to  define  their  intermediate 

15  For  the  name  and  nation,  the  fituation  The  Stratagems  of  Maurice  have  been  print- 

and  manners,  cf  the  Sclavonians,  fee  the  ed  only,  as  I  underftand,  at  the  end  of  Schef- 

original  evidence  of  the  vitb  century,  in  Pro-  fer's  edition  of  Arrian's  Tatties,  at  Upfal,. 

copius  (Goth  ).  ii.  c.  26.  1.  iii.  c.  14.),  and  1664   (Fabric.  Bibliot.  Gray:.   1.  iv.  c.  8. 

the  emperor  Mauritius  or  Maurice  (Stratage-  torn.  iii.  p.  278.),  a  fcarce,  and  hitherto,  to 

saaul.ii.  c.  5.  apudMafcou,  Annout.xxxi.)  me,  an  inacceffibJc  book. 

bound- 


fcads. 
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boundaries,  which  were  not  accurately  known  or  refpected  by  the  c  H  A  P. 
Barbarians  themfelves.  Their  importance  was  meafured  by  their  ,« 
vicinity  to  the  empire  ;  and  the  level  country  of  Moldavia  and  Wa- 
lachia  was  occupied  by  the  Antes ,6,  a  Sclavonian  tribe,  which 
fwelled  the  titles  of  Juftinian  with  an  epithet  of  conquer!  11 .  Againft 
the  Antes  he  erected  the  fortifications  of  the  lower  Danube ;  and 
laboured  to  fecure  the  alliance  of  a  people  feated  in  the  direcl:  chan- 
nel of  northern  inundation,  an  interval  of  two  hundred  miles  be- 
tween the  mountains  of  Tranfylvania  and  the  Euxine  fea.  But  the 
Antes  wanted  power  and  inclination  to  ftem  the  fury  of  the  torrent : 
and  the  light-armed  Sclavonians,  from  an  hundred  tribes,  purfued 
with  almoft  equal  fpeed  the  footfteps  of  the  Bulgarian  horfe.  The 
payment  of  one  piece  of  gold  for  each  foldier,  procured  a  fafe  and 
eafy  retreat  through  the  country  of  the  Gepidse,  who  commanded 
the  paffage  of  the  upper  Danube  ,s.  The  hopes  or  fears  of  the  Bar- 
barians ;  their  inteftine  union  or  difcord ;  the  accident  of  a  frozen 
or  fhallow  ftream ;  the  profpedr,  of  harveft  or  vintage ;  the  pro- 
fperity  or  diftrefs  of  the  Romans ;  were  the  caufes  which  produced 
the  uniform  repetition  of  annual  vifits tedious  in  the  narrative, 
and  deftructive  in  the  event  The  fame  year,  and  poffibly  the  fame 
month,  in  which  Ravenna  furrendered,  was  marked  by  an  invafion 
of  the  Huns  or  Bulgarians,  fo  dreadful,  that  it  almoft  effaced  the 
memory  of  their  paft  inroads.  They  fpread  from  the  fuburbs  of 
Conftantinople  to  the  Ionian  gulf,  deftroyed  thirty-two  cities  or 

16  Antes  eorum  fortiflimi ....  Tayfis  qui  his  fucceflbrs,  and  is  juftified  by  the  pious  Lu- 
rapidus  et  vorticofus  in  Hiftri  fluenta  furens  dewig  (;n  Vit.  Juftinian.  p.  515.).  Jt  had 
devolvitur  (Jornandes,  c.  5.  p.  194.  edit.  Mu-  ftrangely  puzzled  the  civilians  of  the  middle 
rator.    Procopius,  Goth.  1  iii.  c.  14.  et  de  age 

Edific.  1.  iv.  c.  7.).    Yet  the  fame  Procopius  •  13  Procopius,  Goth.  1.  IV.  c.  25. 

mentions  the  Goths  and  Huns  as  neighbours,  '»  An  inroad  of  the  Huns  is  conne&ed,  by 

•yarntmra,   to  the  Danube  (de  bdific.  1.  iv.  Procopius,  with  a  comet;  perhaps  that  of 

c.  1.).  531  (Perfic.  I.  ii.  c.  4.)-    Agachias  (1.  v. 

17  The  national  title  of  Amicus,  in  the  laws  p.  154,  155.)  borrows  from  his  predeceffor 
and  inscriptions  of  Juftinian,  was  adopted  by  feme  early  fads, 

caftlesj. 
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CHAP,  cafttes,  erazed  Potidcea,  which  Athens  had  built  and  Philio  had 
- befieged,  and  repaffed  the  Danube,  dragging  at  their  horfes  heels 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  of  the  fubjects  of  Juftinian.  In 
a  fubiequent  inroad  they  pierced  the  wall  of  the  Thracian  Cherfo- 
nefus,  extirpated  the  habitations  and  the  inhabitants,  boldly  tra- 
veled the  Hellefpont,  and  returned  to  their  companions,  laden  with 
the  fpoils  of  Afia.  Another  party,  which  feemed  a  multitude  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Romans,  penetrated,  without  oppofition,  from  the 
ftreights  of  Thermopylae  to  the  ifthmus  of  Corinth  j  and  the  laft 
ruin  of  Greece  has  appeared  an  object  too  minute  for  the  attention 
of  hiftory.  The  works  which  the  emperor  raifed  for  the  protection, 
but  at  the  expence  of  his  fubjects,  ferved  only  to  difclofe  the  weak- 
nefs  of  fome  neglected  part ;  and  the  walls,  which  by  flattery  had 
been  deemed  impregnable,  were  either  delerted  by  the  garrifon,  or 
fcaled  by  the  Barbarians.  Three  thoufand  Sclavonians,  who  info- 
lently  divided  themfelves  into  two  bands,  difcovered  the  weaknefs 
and  mifery  of  a  triumphant  reign.  They  palled  the  Danube  and 
the  Hebrus,  vanquiihed  the  Roman  generals  who  dared  to  oppofe 
their  progrefs,  and  plundered,  with  impunity,  the  cities  of  Illyricum 
and  Thrace,  each  of  which  had  arms  and  numbers  to  overwhelm 
their  contemptible  aflailants.  Whatever  praile  the  boldnefs  of  the 
Sclavonians  may  deferve,  it  is  fullied  by  the  wanton  and  deliberate 
cruelty  which  they  are  accufed  of  exercifing  on  their  prifoners. 
"Without  distinction  of  rank,  or  age,  or  fex,  the  captives  were  im- 
paled or  flayed  alive,  or  fufpended  between  four  porta,  and  beaten 
with  clubs  till  they  expired,  or  inclofed  in  fome  fpacious  building, 
and  left  to  perifh  in  the  flames  with  the  fpoil  and  cattle  which  might 
impede  the  march  of  thefe  favage  victors".    Perhaps  a  more  im- 

*°  The  cruelties  of  the  Sclavonians  are  re-  haviour  to  their  prifoners,  we  may  appeal  to 
lated  or  magnified  by  Procopius  (Goth.  I.  iii.  the  authority,  fomewhat  more  recent,  of  the 
c.  29.  38.).    For  their  mild  and  liberal  be-    emperor  Maurice  (Stratagem.  V.  ii.  c.  5.). 
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partial  narrative  would  reduce  the  number,  and  qualify  the  nature  c  *f  A 
of  thefe  horrid  a£ts ;  and  they  might  fometimes  be  exeufed  by  the  *  -.-  _j 
cruel  laws  of  retaliation.  In  the  fiege  of  Topirus2',  whofe  obftinate 
defence  had  enraged  the  Sclavonians,  they  mafTacred  fifteen  thou- 
fand  males  ;  but  they  fpared  the  women  and  children  ;  the  moft  va- 
luable captives  were  always  referved  for  labour  or  ranfom  ;  the  fer- 
vitude  was  not  rigorous,  and  the  terms  of  their  deliverance  were 
fpeedy  and  moderate.  But  the  fubjecT:,  or  the  hiftorian  of  Juftinian, 
exhaled  his  juft  indignation  in  the  language  of  complaint  and  re- 
proach ;  and  Procopius  has  confidently  affirmed,  that  in  a  reign  of 
thirty-two  years,  each  annual  inroad  of  the  Barbarians  confumed 
two  hundred  thoufand  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Roman  empire. 
The  entire  population  of  Turkifh  Europe,  which  nearly  correfponds 
with  the  provinces  of  Juftinian,  would  perhaps  be  incapable  of  fup- 
plying  fix  millions  of  perfons,  the  remit  of  this  incredible  eftimate". 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  obfcure  calamities,  Europe  felt  the  fhock  of  Origin  nn 
a  revolution,  which  firft  revealed  to  the  world  the  name  and  na-  the  Turk 
tion  of  the  Turks.    Like  Romulus,  the  founder  of  that  martial  ^fl^  .. 
people  was  fuckled  by  a  fhe-wolf,  who  afterwards  made  him  the  •Sc- 
father  of  a  numerous  progeny  ;  and  the  reprefentation  of  that  ani- 
mal in  the  banners  of  the  Turks,  preferved  the  memory,  or  rather 
fuggefted  the  idea,  of  a  fable,  which  was  invented,  without  any  mutual 
intercourie,  by  the  fhepherds  of  Latium  and  thole-  of  Scythia.  At 
the  equal  diitance  of  two  thoufand  miles  from  the  Cafpian,  the  Icy, 
the  Chinefe,  and  the  Bengal  feas,  a  ridge  of  mountains  is  confpi- 
cuous,  the  centre,  and  perhaps  the  fummit,  of  Alia ;  which,  in  the 
language  of  different  nations,  has  been  ftyled  Imaus,  and  Caf23,  and 

Altai, 

*■  Topirus  was  fituate  near  Philippi  in    of  the  Anecdotes  (c.  ]8.)>  thefe  inroads  had 
Thrace,  or  Macedonia,  oppofne  to  the  ifle    reduced  the  provinces  fouth  of  the  Danube 
of  Thafos,  twelve  days  journey  from  Con-    to  the  <tate  of  a  Scythian  wildernefs. 
ftantinople  (Celiarius,  tom.i.  p.  676.  S40.).         13  From  Caf  to  Caf ;  which  a  more  ra- 

11  According  to  the  malevolent  teftimony    tional  geography  would  interpret,  from  Im2us, 

perhap?, 
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CHAP.  Altai,  and  the  Golden  Mountains,  and  the  Girdle  of  the  Earth. 

XLII. 

v_  _?  The  fides  of  the  hills  were  productive  of  minerals ;  and  the  iron 
forges **,  for  the  purpofe  of  war,  were  exercifed  by  the  Turks,  the 
moft  defpiled  portion  of  the  flaves  of  the  great  khan  of  the  Geou- 
gen.  But  their  fervitude  could  only  laft  till  a  leader,  bold  and  elo- 
quent, mould  arife,  to  perfuade  his  countrymen  that  the  fame  arms 
which  they  forged  for  their  matters,  might  become,  in  their  own 
hands,  the  inftruments  of  freedom  and  victory.  They  fallied  from 
the  mountain 1S ;  a  fceptre  was  the  reward  of  his  advice  ;  and  the 
annual  ceremony,  in  which  a  piece  of  iron  was  heated  in  the  fire, 
and  a  fmith's  hammer  was  fucceffively  handled  by  the  prince  and 
his  nobles,  recorded  for  ages  the  humble  profellion  and  rational 
pride  of  the  Turkifh  nation.  Bertezena,  their  iirft  leader,  fignalized 
their  valour  and  his  own  in  fuccefsful  combats  againft  the  neigh- 
bouring tribes  ;  but  when  he  prefumed  to  afk  in  marriage  the 
daughter  of  the  great  khan,  the  infolent  demand  of  a  Have  and  a 
mechanic  was  contemptuously  rejected.  The  difgrace  was  ex- 
piated by  a  more  noble  alliance  with  a  princefs  of  China  ;  and  the 
decifive  battle  which  almoft  extirpated  the  nation  of  the  Geougen, 
eftablifhed  in  Tartary  the  new  and  more  powerful  empire  of  the 
Turks.     They  reigned  over  the  north  ;   but  they  confeffed  the 

perhaps,  to  mount  Atlas.   According  to  the  The  Turks  offered  iron  for  fale  ;  yet  the  Ro- 

religious  philofophy  of  the  Mahometans,  the  man  ambaffadors,  with  ftrange  obftinacy,  per- 

bafis  of  mount  Caf  is  an  emerald,  whofe  re-  filled  in  believing  that  it  was  all  a  trick,  and 

flection  produces  the  azure  of  the  (ky.    The  that  their  country  produced  none  (Menander 

mountain  is  endowed  with  a  fenfitive  action  in  Excerpt.  Leg.  p.  152.). 
in  its  roots  or  nerves;  and  their  vibration,  at       15  Of  Irgana-kon  (Abulghazi  Khan,  Hid. 

the  command  of  God,  is  the  caufe  of  earth-  Genealogique  des  Tatars,  P.  ii.  c.  5.  p.  71 

quakes  (D'Herbelot,  p.  230,  231.).  — 77.  c.  15.  p.  155.).    The  tradition  of  the 

24  The  Siberian  iron  is  the  beft  and  moft  Moguls,  of  the  450  years  which  they  paffed 

plentiful  in  the  world  ;  and  in  the  fouthern  in  the  mountains,  agrees  with  the  Chinefe  pe- 

parts,  above  flxty  mines  are  now  worked  by  riods  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Huns  and  Turks 

the  induftry  of  the  Ruffians  (Strahlenberg,  (De  Guignes,  torn.  i.  part  ii.  p.  3-6.)  and  the 

Hift.  of  Siberia,  p.  342.  387.    Voyage  en  Si-  twenty  generations,  from  their  reftoration  to 

berie,  par  PAbbe  Chappe  d'Auteroche,  p.  603  Zingis. 
— 6c8.  edit,  in  izmo,  Amfterdaro,  1770). 
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vanity  of  conqueft,  by  their  faithful  attachment  to  the  mountain  of  c  ^  A  P. 

their  fathers.    The  royal  encampment  feldom  loft  fight  of  mount  <  „  * 

Altai,  from  whence  the  river  Irtifh  defcends  to  water  the  rich  paf- 
tures  of  the  Calmucks16,  which  nourifh  the  largeft  flieep  and  oxen 
in  the  world.  The  foil  is  fruitful,  and  the  climate  mild  and  tem- 
perate :  the  happy  region  was  ignorant  of  earthquake  and  peftilence  ; 
the  emperor's  throne  was  turned  towards  the  eaft,  and  a  golden  wolf 
on  the  top  of  a  fpear,  feemed  to  guard  the  entrance  of  his  tent. 
One  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  Bertezena  was  tempted  by  the  luxury  and 
fuperftition  of  China ;  but  his  defign  of  building  cities  and  temples 
was  defeated  by  the  fimple  wifdom  of  a  Barbarian  counfellor.  "  The 
"  Turks,"  he  faid,  "  are  not  equal  in  number  to  one  hundredth 
u  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  China.  If  we  balance  their  power,  and 
"  elude  their  armies,  it  is  becaufe  we  wander  without  any  fixed 
"  habitations,  in  the  exercife  of  war  and  hunting.  Are  we  ftrong? 
"  we  advance  and  conquer ;  are  we  feeble  ?  we  retire  and  are  con- 
"  cealed.  Should  the  Turks  confine  themfelves  within  the  walls  of 
"  cities,  the  lofs  of  a  battle  would  be  the  deftruction  of  their  em- 
**  pire.  The  Bonzes  preach  only  patience,  humility,  and  the  re- 
**  nunciation  of  the  world.  Such,  O  king !  is  not  the  religion  of 
"  heroes."  They  entertained,  with  lefs  reluctance,  the  doctrines 
of  Zoroafter,  but  the  greateft  part  of  the  nation  acquiefced,  without 
enquiry,  in  the  opinions,  or  rather  in  the  practice,  of  their  anceftors. 
The  honours  of  facrifice  were  referved  for  the  fupreme  deity  ;  they 
acknowledged,  in  rude  hymns,  their  obligations  to  the  air,  the  fire, 
the  water,  and  the  earth  ;  and  their  priefts  derived  fome  profit  from 
the  art  of  divination.  Their  unwritten  laws  were  rigorous  and  im- 
partial :  theft  was  punifhed  by  a  tenfold  reftitution  j  adultery,  trea- 

16  The  country  of  the  Turks,  now  of  the  notes  of  the  French  tranflator  are  enlarged 
Calmucks,  is  well  defcribed  in  the  Genea-  and  digefted  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the 
logical  Hiftory,  p.  521 — 562.    The  curious    Englifti  verfion. 
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CHAP.  fon  and  murder,  with  death  :  andifio  chaftifement  could  be  infli£t- 

XLll.  1  '  -  .       .  . 

v.  -v  ,  ed  too  fevere  for  the  rare  and  inexpiable  guilt  of  cowardice.  As 

the  fubject  nations  marched  under  the  ftandard  of  the  Turks,  their 
cavalry,  both  men  and  horfes,  were  proudly  computed  by  mil- 
lions ;  one  of  their  effective  armies  confuted  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  foldiers,  and  in  lefs  than  fifty  years  they  were  connected  in 
peace  and  war  with  the  Romans,  the  Perfians,  and  the  Chinefe.  In 
their  northern  limits,  fome  veftige  may  be  difcovered  of  the  form 
and  fituation  of  Kamtchatka,  of  a  people  of  hunters  and  fifhermen, 
whofe  fledges  were  drawn  by  dogs,  and  whofe  habitations  were 
buried  in  the  earth.  The  Turks  were  ignorant  of  aftronomyj  but 
the  obfervation  taken  by  fome  learned  Chinefe,  with  a  gnomon  of 
eight  feet,  fixes  the  royal  camp  in  the  latitude  of  forty-nine  degrees, 
and  marks  their  extreme  progrefs  within  three,  or  at  leail  ten  de- 
grees, of  the  polar  circle27.  Among  their  fouthern  conquefts,  the 
moft  fplendid  was  that  of  the  Nepthalites  or  white  Huns,  a  polite 
and  warlike  people,  who  poffefTed  the  commercial  cities  of  Bochara 
and  Samarcand,  who  had  vanquished  the  Perfian  monarch,  and  car- 
i  ried  their  victorious  arms  along  the  banks,   and  perhaps  to  the 

mouth,  of  the  Indus.  On  the  fide  of  the  weft,  the  Turkifh  cavalry 
advanced  to  the  lake  Masotis.  They  pafTed  that  lake  on  the  ice. 
The  khan  who  dwelt  at  the  foot  of  mount  Altai,  iflued  his  com- 
mands for  the  fiege  of  Bofphorus  iS,  a  city,  the  voluntary  fubject  of 
Rome,  and  whofe  princes  had  formerly  been  the  friends  of  Athens19. 
Td  the  eaft,  the  Turks  invaded  China,  as  often  as  the  vigour  of 

17  Vifdelou,  p.  141.  151.  The  fa£t,  though       29  See,  in  a  Memoir  of  M.  de  Boze  (Mem. 

it  ftridtly  belongs  to  a  fubordinate  and  fuccef-  de  1'Academie  des  Infcriptions,  torn.  vi.  p.  549 

five  tribe,  may  be  introduced  here.  — $65.),  tne  ancient  kings  and  medals  of  the 

23  Procopius,  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  12.  l.ii.  c.  3.  Cimmerian  Bofphorus;  and  the  gratitude  of 

Peyflbnel  (Obfervations  fur  les  Peuples  Bar-  Athens,  in  the  Oration  of  Demofthenes  againft 

bares,  p.  99,  100.)  defines  the  diftance  be-  Leptines  (in  Rei&e,  Orator.  Graec.  torn.  i. 

tvveen  Caffa  and  the  old  Bofphorus  at  xvi  long  p.  466,  467.). 
Tartar  leagues. 
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the  government  was  relaxed :  and  I  am  taught  to  read  in  the  hiftory  C  H  A  P. 
of  the  times,  that  they  mowed  down  their  patient  enemies  like  hemp  v. — ^— $ 
or  grafs  ;  and  that  the  mandarins  applauded  the  wifdom  of  an  em- 
peror who  repulfed  thefe  Barbarians  with  golden  lances.  This  ex- 
tent of  favage  empire  compelled  the  Turkifh  monarch  to  eftablifh 
three  fubordinate  princes  of  his  own  blood,  who  foon  forgot  their 
gratitude  and  allegiance.  The  conquerors  were  enervated  by  luxury, 
which  is  always  fatal  except  to  an  induftrious  people ;  the  policy 
of  China  folicited  the  vanquished  nations  to  refume  their  independ- 
ence ;  and  the  power  of  the  Turks  was  limited  to  a  period  of  two 
hundred  years.  The  revival  of  their  name  and  dominion  in  the 
fouthern  countries  of  Afia,  are  the  events  of  a  later  age ;  and  the 
dynafties,  which  fucceeded  to  their  native  realms,  may  fleep  in  ob- 
livion ;  fince  their  hiftory  bears  no  relation  to  the  decline  and  fall  of 
the  Roman  empire30. 

In  the  rapid  career  of  connueft,  the  Turks  attacked  and  fubdued  Tne  Ava« 

1  L        \  fly  before  the 

the  nation  of  the  Ogors  or  Varchonites  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Til,  Turks,  and 
which  derived  the  epithet  of  black  from  its  dark  water  or  gloomy  empire^  ^ 
forefts3'.  The  khan  of  the  Ogors  was  flain  with  three  hundred 
thoufand  of  his  fubjedts,  and  their  bodies  were  fcattered  over  the 
fpace  of  four  days  journey  :  their  furviving  countrymen  acknow- 
ledged the  ftrength  and  mercy  of  the  Turks  ;  and  a  fmall  portion, 
about  twenty  thoufand  warriors,  preferred  exile  to  fervitude.  They 
followed  the  well-known  road  of  the  Volga,  cheriihed  the  error  of 

30  For  the  origin  and  revolutions  of  thefirft  '  the  geography  of  De  Guignes  (tom.i.  partii. 
Turkifh  empire,  the  Chinefe  details  are  bor-  p.  lviii.  and  352.),  is  a  fmall,  though  grate- 
rowed  from  De  Guignes  (Hill,  des  Huns,  ful,  ftream  of  the  defert,  that  falls  into  the 
torn.  i.  P.  ii.  p.  367 — 462.)  and  Vifdelou  Orhon,  Selinga,  &c.  Sec  B.-11,  Journey 
(Supplement  a  la  Bibliotheque  Orient.  d'Her-  from  Peteriburgh  to  Pekin  (vol.  ii.  p.  124.)  ; 
belot,  p.  82 — 1 14.)*  The  Greek  or  Reman  yet  his  own  defcriprion  of  the  Keat,  down 
hints  are  gathered  in  Menander  (p.  108 —  which  he  failed  into  the  Oby,  reprefents 
164.)  and  Theophylact  Sfmocatta  (1.  vii.  the  name  and  attributes  of  the  black  river 
c.  7,  8.).  (p.  139.). 

31  The  river  Til,  or  Tula,  according  to 
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c  **  A  P.  the  nations  who  confounded  them  with  the  Avars,  and  fpread  the 

A.  L,  1 1  • 

c — * — *j  terror  of  that  falfe,  though  famous  appellation,  which  had  not, 
however,  faved  its  lawful  proprietors  from  the  yoke  of  the  Turks31. 
After  a  long  and  victorious  march,  the  new  Avars  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  mount  Caucafus,  in  the  country  of  the  Alani 33  and  Circaf- 
fians,  where  they  firft  heard  of  the  fplendour  and  weaknefs  of  the 
Roman  empire.     They  humbly  requefted  their  confederate,  the 
prince  of  the  Alani,  to  lead  them  to  this  fource  of  riches  ;  and  their 
ambaflador,  with  the  permiffion  of  the  governor  of  Lazica,  was 
traufported  by  the  Euxine  fea  to  Conftantinople.    The  whole  city 
was  poured  forth  to  behold  with  curiofity  and  terror  the  alpect  of 
a  ftrange  people  :  their  long  hair,  which  hung  in  trefles  down  their 
backs,  was  gracefully  bound  with  ribbons,  but  the  reft  of  their  habit 
Their  em-     appeared  to  imitate  the  fafhion  of  the  Huns.    When  they  were  ad- 
ftaminop^e""  mitted  to  the  audience  of  Juftinian,  Candifh,  the  firft  of  the  ambaf- 
A.  D.  558.    fadors,  addreiTed  the  Roman  emperor  in  thefe  terms:  "  You  fee 
"  before  you,  O  mighty  prince,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  ftrongeft 
"  and  raoft   populous  of  nations,   the  invincible,  the  irrefiftible 
"  Avars.    We  are  willing  to  devote  ourfelves  to  your  fervice  :  we 
"  are  able  to  vanquifh  and  deftroy  all  the  enemies  who  now  difturb 
"  your  repofe.    But  we  expect,  as  the  price  of  our  alliance,  as  the 
M  reward  of  our  valour,  precious  gifts,  annual  fubfidies,  and  fruit- 
"  ful  polTeffions."    At  the  time  of  this  embalTy,  Juftinian  had  reign- 
ed above  thirty,  he  had  lived  above  feventy-five  years  :  his  mind, 
as  well  as  his  body,  was  feeble  and  languid  ;  and  the  conqueror  of 
Africa  and  Italy,  carelefs  of  the  permanent  intereft  of  his  people, 

3*  Theophylaft,  1.  vii.  c.  7,  8.    And  yet       33  The  Alani  are  1H1I  found  in  the  Genea- 

his  true  Avars  are  invilible  even  to  the  eyes  logical  Hillory  of  the  Tartars  (p.  617.),  and 

of  M.  deGuignes;  and  what  can  be  more  in  d'Aaville's  maps.     They  oppofed  the 

illuftrious  than  the  falfe?    The  right  of  the  march  of  the  generals  of  Zingis  round  the 

fugitive;  Ogors  to  that  national  appellation  is  Cafpian  fea,  and  were  overthrown  in  a  great 

confeflad  by  the  Turks  themfelves  (Menan-  battle  (Hill,  de  Gengifcan,  l.iy.  c.9.  p.  447.). 

diT:  p.  1C8.). 

afpired 
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afpired  dnly  to  end  his  days  in  the  bofom  even  of  inglorious  peace,  chat. 
In  a  ftudied  oration,  he  imparted  to  the  ienate  his  refolution  to  diiiem-  <-  ... 
ble  the  infult,  and  to  purchafe  the  friendfhip  of  the  Avars  ;  and  the 
whole  fenate,  like  the  mandarins  of  China,  applauded  the  incompara- 
ble wifdom  andjforefight  of  their  fovereign.  The  inftruments  of  luxury- 
were  immediately  prepared  to  captivate  the  Barbarians  ;  filken  gar- 
ments, foft  and  fplendid  beds,  and  chains  and  collars  incrufted  with 
gold.     The  ambafladors,  content  with  fuch  liberal  reception,  de- 
parted from  Conftantinople,  and  Valentin,  one  of  the  emperor's 
guards,  was  fent  with  a  fimilar  character  to  their  camp  at  the  foot 
of  mount  Caucafus.    As  their  deftruction  or  their  fuccefs  muft  be 
alike  advantageous  to  the  empire,  he  perfuaded  them  to  invade  the 
enemies  of  Rome ;  and  they  were  eafily  tempted,  by  gifts  and  pro- 
mifes,  to  gratify  their  ruling  inclinations.    Thefe  fugitives  who  fled 
before  the  Turkifh  arms,  pafled  the  Tanais  and  Boryfthenes,  and 
boldly  advanced  into  the  heart  of  Poland  and  Germany,  violating 
the  law  of  nations,  and  abufing  the  rights  of  victory.    Before  ten 
years  had  elapfed,  their  camps  were  feated  on  the  Danube  and  the 
Elbe,  many  Bulgarian  and  Sclavonian  names  were  obliterated  from 
the  earth,  and  the  remainder  of  their  tribes  are  found,  as  tributaries 
and  valfals,  under  the  ftandard  of  the  Avars.    The  chagan,  the  pe- 
culiar title  of  their  king,  ftill  affected  to  cultivate  the  friendfhip  of 
the  emperor;  and  Juftinian  entertained  fome  thoughts  of  fixing 
them  in  Pannonia  to  balance  the  prevailing  power  of  the  Lombards. 
But  the  virtue  or  treachery  of  an  Avar  betrayed  the  fecret  enmity 
and  ambitious  defigns  of  their  countrymen  j  and  they  loudly  com- 
plained of  the  timid,  though  jealous  policy,  of  detaining  their  am- 
bafladors, and  denying  the  arms  which  they  had  been  allowed  to 
purchafe  in  the  capital  of  the  empire 3+. 

Perhaps 

34  The  embaflks  and  firft  conquefls  of  the  Legat.  p.  99,  100,  101.  154,  1 55 .)>  Theo- 
Avars  may  be  read  in  Menander  (Excerpt,    phanes  (p.  196.),  the  Hiftoria  Mifcella  (1.  xvi. 

p.  icg.), 
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C  rf  A  P.      Perhaps  the  apparent  change  in  the  difpofitions  of  the  emperors, 

v  _j   may  be  ascribed  to  the  embaffy  which  was  received  from  the  con- 

fhe  TurlL     querors  of  the  AAvars3s.    The  immenfe  diftance  which  eluded  their 
andA°DanS'  arms'  cou^  not  extinguifh  their  refentment :  the  Turkifh  ambaffadors 
569-1; Sz.   purfued  the  footfteps  of  the  vanquifhed  to  the  Jaik,  the  Volga, 
mount  Caucafus,  the  Euxine,  and  Conftantinople,  and  at  length 
appeared  before  the  fucceflbr  of  Conftantine,  to  requeft  that  he 
would  not  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  rebels  and  fugitives.    Even  com- 
merce had  fome  fhare  in  this  remarkable  negociation  :  and  the  Sog- 
doites,  who  were  now  the  tributaries  of  the  Turks,  embraced  the 
fair  occafion  of  opening,  by  the  north  of  the  Cafpian,  a  new  road 
for  the  importation  of  Chinefe  filk  into  the  Roman  empire.  The 
Perfian,  who  preferred  the  navigation  of  Ceylon,  had  flopped  the 
caravans  of  Bochara  and  Samarcand  :  their  filk  was  contemptuoufly 
burnt ;  fome  Turkifh  ambaiTadors  died  in  Perfia,  with  a  fufpicion  of 
poifon  j  and  the  great  khan  permitted  his  faithful  vafTal  Maniach,  the 
prince  of  the  Sogdoites,  to  propofe,  at  the  Byzantine  court,  a  treaty 
of  alliance  againft  their  common  enemies.    Their  fplendid  apparel 
and  rich  prefents,  the  fruit  of  Oriental  luxury,  diftinguifhed  Maniach 
and  his  colleagues,  from  the  rude  favages  of  the  north  :  their  letters, 
in  the  Scythian  character  and  language,  announced  a  people  who 
had  attained  the  rudiments  of  fcience  36 :  they  enumerated  the  con- 
quefts,  they  offered  the  friendfhip  and  military  aid  of  the  Turks  ; 

p.  109.),  and  Gregory  of  Tours  (1.  iv.  c.  23.  36  The  Ruffians  have  found  characters,  rude 

29.  in  the  Hiftorians  of  France,  torn.  ii.  hieroglyphics,  on  the  Irtifti  and  Yenifei,  cn 

p.  214.  217.).  medals,  tombs,  idols,  rock-,  obcliflcs,  &c. 

35  Theophanes  (Chron.  p.  204.)  and  the  (Strahlenberg,  Hifc.  of  Siberia,  p.  324.  346. 

Hi(t.  Mifcella  (1.  xvi.  p.  1 10.),  as  underiTood  406.429.).    Dr.  Hyde  (de  Religione  Vete- 

by  De  Guignes  (torn.  i.  part  ii.  p.  354.),  ap-  rum  Perfarum,  p.  521,  &c.)  has  given  two 

pear  to  fpeak  of  a  Turkifh  embaffy  to  Jufti-  alphabets  of  Thibet  and  of  the  Eygours.  I 

rian  himfelf ;  but  that  of  Maniach,  in  the  have  long  harboured  a  fufpicion  that  all  the 

fourth  year  of  his  fucceflbr  Juftin,  is  pofitively  Scythian,  and  fome,  perhaps  much,  of  the  In- 

the  fix  It  that  reached  Conftantinople  (Menan-  dian  fcience,  was  derived  from  the  Greeks  of 

der,  p.  108.).  Badtriana. 

and 
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and  their  fincerity  was  attefted  by  direful  imprecations  (if  they  CHAP. 

were  guilty  of  falfehood)  againft  their  own  head,  and  the  head  of  1  v— — * 

Difabul  their  matter.  The  Greek  prince  entertained  with  hofpitable 
regard  the  ambafTadors  of  a  remote  and  powerful  monarch  :  the  fight 
of  filk- worms  and  looms  difappointed  the  hopes  of  the  Sogdoites  j  the 
emperor  renounced,  or  feemed  to  renounce,  the  fugitive  Avars,  but 
he  accepted  the  alliance  of  the  Turks  ;  and  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  was  carried  by  a  Roman  minifter  to  the  foot  of  mount  Altai. 
Under  the  fucceffors  of  Juftinian,  the  friendmip  of  the  two  nations 
was  cultivated  by  frequent  and  cordial  intercourfe ;  the  raoft  favour- 
ed vafTals  were  permitted  to  imitate  the  example  of  the  great  khan  -> 
and  one  hundred  and  fix  Turks,  who,  on  various  occafions,  had 
vifited  Conftantinople,  departed  at  the  fame  time  for  their  native 
country.  The  duration  and  length  of  the  journey  from  the  Byzan- 
tine court  to  mount  Altai,  are  not  fpecified  :  it  might  have  been 
difficult  to  mark  a  road  through  the  namelefs  deferts,  the  mountains, 
rivers,  and  moraffes  of  Tartary  ;  but  a  curious  account  has  been 
preferved  of  the  reception  of  the  Roman  ambafTadors  at  the  royal 
camp.  After  they  had  been  purified  with  fire  and  incenfe,  accord- 
ing to  a  rite  ftill  practifed  under  tbe  fons  of  Zingis,  they  were  in- 
troduced to  the  prefence  of  Difabul.  In  a  valley  of  the  Golden 
Mountain,  they  found  the  great  khan  in  his  tent,  feated  in  a  chair 
with  wheels,  to  which  an  horfe  might  be  occasionally  harnefled. 
As  foon  as  they  had  delivered  their  prefents,  whieh  were  received  by 
the  proper  officers,  t<;ey  expofed,  in  a  florid -oration,  the  wiihes  of  the 
Roman  emperor,  that  vi&ory  might  attend  the  arms  of  Turks,  that 
their  reign  might  be  long  and  profperous,  and  that  a  (Met  alliance, 
without  envy  or  deceit,  might  for  .ever  be  maintained  between  the 
two  moft  powerful  nations  of  the  earth.  The  anfvver  of  Difabul 
correfponded  with  thefe  friendly  profeffions,  and  the  ambafiadors 
were  feated  by  his  fide,  at  a  banquet  which  lafted  the  greateft  part 

of 
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of  the  day  :  the  tent  was  furrounded  with  filk  hangings,  and  a 
Tartar  liquor  was  ferved  on  the  table,  which  pofleffed  at  leaft  the  in- 
toxicating qualities  of  wine.  The  entertainment  of  the  fucceeding 
day  was  more  fumptuous  ;  the  filk  hangings  of  the  fecond  tent  were 
embroidered  in  various  figures;  and  the  royal  feat,  the  cups,  and  the 
vafes,  were  of  gold.  A  third  pavilion  was  fupported  by  columns  of 
gilt  wood  ;  a  bed  of  pure  and  mafiy  gold  was  raifed  on  four  pea- 
cocks of  the  fame  metal :  and  before  the  entrance  of  the  tent,  dimes, 
bafons,  and  ftatucs  of  folid  filver,  and  admirable  art,  were  oflenta- 
tioufly  piled  in  waggons,  the  monuments  of  valour  rather  than  of 
induflry.  When  Difabul  led  his  armies  againft  the  frontiers  of 
Perfia,  his  Roman  allies  followed  many  days  the  march  of  the 
Turkilli  camp,  nor  were  they  difmifled  till  they  had  enjoyed  their  pre- 
cedency over  the  envoy  of  the  great  king,  whofe  loud  and  intem- 
perate clamours  interrupted  the  filence  of  the  royal  banquet.  The 
power  and  ambition  of  Chofroes  cemented  the  union  of  the  Turks 
and  Romans,  who  touched  his  dominions  on  either  fide :  but  thofe 
diftant  nations,  regardlefs  of  each  other,  confulted  the  dictates  of  in- 
tereft,  without  recollecting  the  obligations  of  oaths  and  treaties. 
While  the  fucccflbr  of  Difabul  celebrated  his  father's  obfequies,  he 
was  faluted  by  the  ambafladors  of  the  emperor  Tiberius,  who  pro- 
polcd  an  invafion  of  Perfia,  and  fuftained  with  firmnefs,  the  angry, 
and  perhaps  the  j uft,  reproaches  of  that  haughty  Barbarian.  "  You 
"  fee  my  ten  fingers,"  laid  the  great  khan,  and  he  applied  them  to 
his  mouth.  "  You  Romans  fpeak  with  as  many  tongues,  but  they 
"  are  tongues  of  deceit  and  perjury.  To  me  you  hold  one  language, 
"  to  my  fubjects  another  ;  and  the  nations  are  fucceffively  deluded 
"  by  your  perfidious  eloquence.  You  precipitate  your  allies  into 
"  war  and  danger,  you  enjoy  their  labours,  and  you  negledr.  your 
"  benefactors.  Haften  your  return,  inform  your  mafter  that  a  Turk 
"  is  incapable  of  uttering  or  forgiving  falfehood,  and  that  he  fhall 

8  "  fpeedily 
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fpcedily  meet  the  punifliment  which  he  dcferves.    While  he  foli-  c  P. 

cits  my  friendfhip  with  flattering  and  hollow  words,  he  is  funk  /— ' 

to  a  confederate  of  my  fugitive  Varchonites.  If  I  condefcend  to 
march  againft  thofe  contemptible  flaves,  they  will  tremble  at  the 
found  of  our  whips  ;  they  will  be  trampled  like  a  neft  of  ants, 
under  the  feet  of  my  innumerable  cavalry.  I  am  not  ignorant 
of  the  road  which  they  have  followed  to  invade  your  empire  ; 
nor  can  I  be  deceived  by  the  vain  pretence,  that  mount  Caucafus 
is  the  impregnable  barrier  of  the  Romans.  I  know  the  courfe  of 
the  Niefter,  the  Danube,  and  the  Hebrus  ;  the  moft  warlike  na- 
tions have  yielded  to  the  arms  of  the  Turks  ;  and  from  the  rifing 
to  the  fetting  fun,  the  earth  is  my  inheritance."  Notwithstanding 
this  menace,  a  fenfe  of  mutual  advantage  foon  renewed  the  alliance 
of  the  Turks  and  Romans  :  but  the  pride  of  the  great  khan  furvived 
his  refentment ;  and,  when  he  announced  an  important  conquer!  to 
his  friend  the  emperor  Maurice,  he  ftyled  himfelf  the  mafter  of  the 
feven  races,  and  the  lord  of  the  feven  climates  of  the  world 

Difputes  have  often  arifen  between  the  fovereigns  of  Afia,  for  Sratr  of 
the  title  of  king  of  the  world  ;  while  the  contcft  has  proved  that  it     a.  b. 
could  not  belong  to  either  of  the  competitors.    The  kingdom  of  the  S°°— 53°« 
Turks  was  bounded  by  the  Oxus  or  Gihon  ;  and  Touran  was  fepa- 
rated  by  that  great  river  from  the  rival  monarchy  of  Iran,  or  Perfia, 
which,  in  a  fmaller  compafs,  contained  perhaps  a  larger  meafure  of 
power  and  population.    The  Perfians,  who  alternately  invaded  and 
repulfed  the  Turks  and  the  Romans,  were  dill  ruled  by  the  houfe  of 
Safian,  which  afcended  the  throne  three  hundred  years  before  the 
acceflion  of  Juftinian.    His  contemporary,  Cabades,  or  Kobad,  had 
been  fuccefsful  in  war  againft  the  emperor  Anaftafius  :  but  the  reign 

37  All  the  details  of  thefe  Turkifti  and  Ro-  of  Menander  (p.  106—110.  151  — 154.  161 
man  enibaflies,  fo  curious  in  the  hillory  of  — 164.),  in  which  we  often  regret  the  want 
human  manners,  are  drawn  from  the  Extracts    of  order  and  connection. 

Vol.  IV.  H  h  of 
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H  A  P.  of  that  prince  was  difbacted  by  civil  and  religious  troubles.  A 
prifoner  in  the  hands  of  his  fubjects  ;  an  exile  among  the  enemies 
of  Perfia  ;  he  recovered  his  liberty  by  proftituting  the  honour  of  his 
wife,  and  regained  his  kingdom  with  the  dangerous  and  mercenary 
aid  of  the  Barbarians,  who  had  flain  his  father.  His  nobles  were 
fufpicious  that  Kobad  never  forgave  the  authors  of  his  expulfion,  or 
even  thofe  of  his  reftoration.  The  people  was  deluded  and  inflamed 
by  the  fanaticifm  of  Mazdak 38,  who  averted  the  community  of 
women 39  and  the  equality  of  mankind,  whilft  he  appropriated  the 
richeft  lands  and  mod  beautiful  females  to  the  ufe  of  his  fectaries. 
The  view  of  thefe  diforders,  which  had  been  fomented  by  his  laws 
and  example*0,  embittered  the  declining  age  of  the  Perfian  mo- 
narch ;  and  his  fears  were  increafed  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  his 
defign  to  reverfe  the  natural  and  cuftomary  order  of  fucceffion, 
in  favour  of  his  third  and  mod  favoured  fon,  fo  famous  under  the 
names  of  Chofroes  and  Nulhirvan.  To  render  the  youth  more 
illuftrious  in  the  eyes  of  the  nations,  Kobad  was  defirous  that  he 
fhould  be  adopted  by  the  emperor  Juftin  :  the  hope  of  peace  in- 
clined the  Byzantine  court  to  accept  this  fmgular  propofal  ;  and 
Chofroes  might  have  acquired  a  fpecious  claim  to  the  inheritance  of 
his  Roman  parent.  But  the  future  mifchief  was  diverted  by  the 
advice  of  the  quasftor  Proclus :  a  difficulty  was  ftarted,  whether  the 
adoption  mould  be  performed  as  a  civil  or  military  rite 41 ;  the  treaty 

was 

■  38  See  d'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  568.  40  He  offered  his  own  wife  and  fitter  to  tha 
929.)  ;  Hyde  (de  Religione  Vet.  Perfarum,  prophet ;  but  the  prayers  of  Nufhirvan  faved 
c.  21.  p.  290,  291.)';  Pocock  (Specimen  his  mother,  and  the  indignant  monarch  never 
Hill.  Arab.  p.  70,71.);  Eutychius  (Annal.  forgave  the  humiliation  to  which  his  filial  piety 
torn.  ii.  p.  176.) ;  Texeira  (in  Stevens,  Hift.  had  (looped :  pedes  tuos  deofculatus  (faid  he 
of  Perfia,  1.  i.  c.  34-)-  to  Mazdak),  cujus  factor  adhuc  nares  occupat 

39  The  fame  of  the.  new  law  for  the  com-    (Pocock,  Specimen  Hift.  Arab.  p.  71.). 
munityof  women,  was  foon  propagated  in  Syria       41  Procopius,  Perfic.  1.  i.  0  1 1 .    Wa9  not 
(Affeman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  iii.  p.  402.)    Proclus  over-wife?  Was  not  the  danger  ima- 
and  Greece  (Procop.  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  5.).  ginary  ? — The  excufe,  at  le? was  injurious 

to 
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was  abruptly  diflblved ;  and  the  fenfe  of  this  indignity  funk  deep  c  If  A  p- 

into  the  mind  of  Chofroes,  who  had  already  advanced  to  the  Tigris   <  ^— — » 

on  his  road  to  Constantinople.  His  father  did  not  long  furvive  the 
difappointment  of  his  wiihes :  the  teftament  of  their  deceafed  fove- 
reign  was  read  in  the  afTembly  of  the  nobles ;  and  a  powerful  fac- 
tion, prepared  for  the  event,  and  regardlefs  of  the  priority  of  age, 
exalted  Chofroes  to  the  throne  of  Perfia.  He  rilled  that  throne 
during  a  profperous  period  of  forty-eight  years41;  and  the  justice 
of  Nuihirvan  is  celebrated  as  the  theme  of  immortal  praife  by  the 
nations  of  the  Eaft. 

But  the  juftice  of  kings  is  underftood  by  themfelves,  and  even  by  Rei'g»?  of 

•  ■  •  r  •  r      •          r  Nufhirvan, 

their  fubjecT:s,  with  an  ample  indulgence  for  the  gratification  of  paf-  or  Chofroes, 
fion  and  intereft.  The  virtue  of  Chofroes  was  that  of  a  conqueror,  531—579. 
who,  in  the  meafures  of  peace  and  war,  is  excited  by  ambition  and 
reftrained  by  prudence ;  who  confounds  the  greatnefs  with  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  a  nation,  and  calmly  devotes  the  lives  of  thoufands  to 
the  fame,  or  even  the  amufement  of  a  fingle  man.  In  his  domeftic 
adminiftration,  the  juft  Nuihirvan  would  merit,  in  our  feelings,  the 
appellation  of  a  tyrant.  His  two  elder  brothers  had  been  deprived 
of  their  fair  expectations  of  the  diadem  :  their  future  life,  between 
the  fupreme  rank  and  the  condition  of  fubje&s,  was  anxious  to 
themfelves  and  formidable  to  their  mafter  :  fear  as  well  as  revenge 
might  tempt  them  to  rebel  j  the  flighted  evidence  of  a  con/piracy 

to  a  nation  not  ignorant  of  letters  :  a  y;«,M-  and  Orientals,  is  afcertained  by  John  Malala 

tAxai  01  /3*f,3af!)i  T8,-  waiJa?  noitinxi          oTtXut  (torn.  ii.  2ji.).    Cabades,  or  Kobad,  after 

cKtv-f..    Whether  any  mode  of  adoption  was  a  reign  of  forty-three  years  and  two  months, 

prattifed  in  Perfia,  I  much  doubt.  fickened  the  8th,  and  died  the  13th,  of  Sep- 

41  From  Procopius  and  Agathias,  Pagi  tember,  A.  D.  531,  aged  eighty-two  years, 

(torn.  ii.  p.  543.  626.)  has  proved  that  Chof-  According  to  the  annals  of  Eutychius,  Nu- 

roes  Nuihirvan  afcended  the  throne  in  the  Ihirvan  reigned  forty-feven  years    and  lix 

vth  year  of  Juftinian  (A.  D.  531,  April  1. —  months;  and  his  death  muft  confecjuently  be 

A.D.  532,  April  1.).    But  the  true  chio-  placed  in  March,  A.  D.  579. 
nology,  which  harmonizes  with  the  Greeks 

H  h  2  fatisrled 
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C  ?t  ft  P'  Satisfied  the  author  of  their  wrones  ;  and  the  repofe  of  Chofroes  was 
^— w  fecured  by  the  death  of  thefe  unhappy  princes,  with  their  families 
and  adherents.  One  guiltlefs  youth  was  faved  and  difmhTed  by  the 
compaffion  of  a  veteran  general  j  and  this  act  of  humanity,  which 
was  revealed  by  his  fon,  overbalanced  the  merit  of  reducing  twelve 
nations  to  the  obedience  of  Perfia.  The  zeal  and  prudence  of  Me- 
bodes  had  fixed  the  diadem  on  the  head  of  Chofroes  himfelf ;  but 
he  delayed  to  attend  the  royal  fummons,  till  he  had  performed  the 
duties  of  a  military  .review  :  he  was  inftantly  commanded  to  repair 
to  the  iron  tripod,  which  flood  before  the  gate  of  the  palace  °, 
where  it  was  death  to  relieve  or  approach  the  victim  ;  and  Mebodes 
languished  feveral  days  before  his  fentence  was  pronounced,  by  the 
inflexible  pride  and  calm  ingratitude  of  the  fon  of  Kobad.  But  the 
people,  more  efpecially  in  the  Eaft,  is  difpofed  to  forgive,  and  even 
to  applaud  the  cruelty  which  ftrikes  at  the  lofdeft  heads  ;  at  the 
(laves  of  ambition,  whofe  voluntary  choice  has  expofed  them  to  live  in 
the  fmiles,  and  to  perifh  by  the  frown  of  a  capricious  monarch.  In 
the  execution  of  the  laws  which  he  had  no  temptation  to  violate  ; 
in  the  punifhment  of  crimes  which  attacked  his  own  dignity,  as 
well  as  the  happinefs  of  individuals;  Nufhirvan,  or  Chofroes,  deferved 
the  appellation  of  jujl.  His  government  was  firm,  rigorous,  and 
impartial.  It  was  the  firft  labour  of  his  reign  to  abolifh  the  danger- 
ous theory  of  common  or  equal  pofieiTions  ;  the  lands  and  women 
which  the  feclaries  of  Mazdak  had  ufurped,  were  reftored  to  their 
lawful  owners ;  and  the  temperate  chaftifement  of  the  fanatics  or 
impoftors  confirmed  the  domeftic  rights  of  fociety.  Inftead  of 
liftening  with  blind  confidence  to  a  favourite  minifter,  he  eftablifhed 
four  viziers  over  the  four  great  provinces  of  his  empire,  AiTyria, 

43  Procopius,  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  23.     Briflon    difgrace  or  death  (Chardin,  Voyage  en  Perfe,, 
de  Regn.  Perf.  p.  494.    The  gate  of  the  pa-    torn.  iv.  p.  312,  313  ). 
lace  of  Ifpahan  is,  or  was,  the  fatal  fcene  of 

Media, 
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Media,  Perfia,  and  Ba&riana.    In  the  choice  of  judges,  prefects,  c  H  A  p. 

and  counfellors,  he  ftrove  to  remove  the  malk  which  is  always   v  w  # 

worn  in  the  prefence  of  kings  :  he  wifhed  to  fubftitute  the  natural 
order  of  talents  for  the  accidental  diltin&ions  of  birth  and  fortune  ; 
he  profeffed,  in  ipecious  language,  his  intention  to  prefer  thofe  men 
who  carried  the  poor  in  their  bofoms,  and  to  banifh  corruption  from 
the  feat  of  juftice,  as  dogs  were  excluded  from  the  temples  of  the  Magi. 
The  code  of  laws  of  the  firft  Artaxerxes  was  revived  and  publifhed  as 
the  rule  of  the  magiftrates ;  but  the  affurance  of  fpeedy  punifhinent 
was  the  beft  fecurity  of  their  virtue.    Their  behaviour  was  infpected 
by  a  thoufand  eyes,  their  words  were  overheard  by  a  thoufand  ears,  the 
fecret  or  public  agents  of  the  throne;  and  the  provinces,  from  the  In- 
dian to  the  Arabian  confines,  were  enlightened  by  the  frequent  vifits  of 
a  fovereign,  who  affected  to  emulate  his  cseleftial  brother  in  his  rapid 
and  falutary  career.   Education  and  agriculture  he  viewed  as  the  two 
objects  moft  deferving  of  his  care.    In  every  city  of  Perfia,  orphans, 
and  the  children  of  the  poor,  were  maintained  and  instructed  at  the 
public  expence  :  the  daughters  were  given  in  marriage  to  the  richeft 
citizens  of  their  own  rank  ;  and  the  fons,  according  to  their  differ- 
ent talents,  were  employed  in  mechanic  trades,  or  promoted  to  more 
honourable  fervice.     The  deferted  villages  were  relieved  by  his 
bounty  ;  to  the  peafants  and  farmers  who  were  found  incapable  of 
cultivating  their  lands,  he  diftributed  cattle,  feed,  and  the  Lnftriir 
ments  of  husbandry  ;  and  the  rare  and  ineflimable  treafure  of  frefli 
water  was  parfimonioufly  managed,  and  Skilfully  difperfed  over  the 
arid  territory  of  Perfia**.'    The  profperity  of  that  kingdom  was  the 
effect  and  the  evidence  of  his  virtues  :  his  vices  are  thofe  of  Oriental 

4+  In  Perfia,  the  prince  of  the  waters  is  an  have  been  recently  loft  near  Tauris,  and 
officer  of  ltate.  The  number  of  wells  and  42,000  were  once  reckoned  in  the  province 
fubterranerus  channels  is  much  diminiihed,  of  Khorafan  (Chardin,  torn.  iii.  p.  99,  ico. 
and  with  it  the  fertility  of  the  foil :  400  wells    Tavernier,  torn.  i.  p.  416.). 

defpot- 
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C  vr  rr  P*  defpotifm  J  but  in  the  long  competition  between  Chofroes  and 
\— — Juftinian,  the  advantage  both  of  merit  and  fortune  is  almoft  always 

on  the  fide  of  the  Barbarian45. 
His  love  of  To  the  praife  of  juftice  Nufhirvan  united  the  reputation  of  know* 
r  ng.  le<3ge  j  and  the  feven  Greek  philofophers  who  vifited  his  court,  were 
invited  and  deceived  by  the  ftrange  affurance,  that  a  difciple  of 
Plato  was  feated  on  the  Perfian  throne.  Did  they  expect  that  a 
prince,  flrenuoufly  exercifed  in  the  toils  of  war  and  government, 
lhould  agitate,  with  dexterity  like  their  own,  the  abftrufe  and  pro- 
found queftions  which  amufed  the  leifure  of  the  fchools  of  Athens  ? 
Could  they  hope  that  the  precepts  of  philofophy  mould  direct  the 
life,  and  controul  the  pafhons  of  a  defpot,  whofe  infancy  had  been 
taught  to  confider  bis  abfolute  and  fluctuating  will  as  the  only  rule 
of  moral  obligation*6?  The  ftudies  of  Chofroes  were  oftentatious 
and  fuperficial :  but  his  example  awakened  the  curiofity  of  an  inge- 
nious people,  and  the  light  of  fcience  was  diffufed  over  the  domi- 
nions of  Perfia47.  At  Gondi  Sapor,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
royal  city  of  Sufa,  an  academy  of  phyfic  Was  founded,  which  in- 
fenfibly  became  a  liberal  fchool  of  poetry,  philofophy,  and  rhetoric4'. 
The  annals  of  the  monarchy49  were  compofed;  and  while  recent  and 

authentic 

45  The  character  and  government  of  Nu-  — @curt\tuom  Utfrten  if- won  vohm  to  at 
fhlrvan  is  reprefented  fometimes  in  the  words  @cv\mai  (Herodot.  1.  iii.  c.  31.  p.  210.  edit, 
of  d'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  680,  Sec.  Wefleling).  Nor  had  this  conllitutional 
from  Khondemir),  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn  ii.  maxim  been  neglected  as  an  ufelefs  and  bar- 
p.  179,  180 — very  rich),  Abulpharagius  (Dy-    ren  theory. 

naft.  vii.  p.  94,  95 — very  poor),  Tarikh  Schi-  47  On  the  literary  ftate  of  Perfia,  the  Greek 
kard  (p.  144  —  1 50.),  Texeira  (in  Stevens,  1.  i.  verfions,  philofophers,  fophifts,  the  learning 
C.  35-)>  Afleman  (Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  iii.  or  ignorance  of  Chofroes,  Agathias  (I.  ii. 
p.  404  — 4J0.),  and  the  Abbe  Fourmont  c.  66 — 71.)  difplays  n.uch  information  and 
(Hift.  de  l'Acad,  des  Infcriptions,  torn.  vii.    ftrong  prejudices. 

p.  325  — 334.),  who  has  tranflated  a  fpurious  48  AfTeman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  iv. 
or  genuine  teftament  of  Nufhirvan.  p.  dccxIv.  vi.  vii. 

46  A  thoufand  years  before  his  birth,  the  49  The  Shah  Nameh,  or  book  of  Kings, 
judges  of  Perfia  had  given  a  folemn  opinion    is  perhaps  the  original  record  of  hiftory  which 

was 
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authentic  hiftory  might  afford  fome  ufeful  leffons  both  to  the  c  HA  P. 
prince  and  people,  the  darknefs  of  the  firft  ages  was  embellifhed  by  ^— ■ v— — * 
the  giants,  the  dragons,  and  the  fabulous  heroes  of  Oriental  ro- 
mance 50.    Every  learned  or  confident  ftranger  was  enriched  by  the 
bounty,  and  flattered  by  the  converfation  cf  the  monarch  :  he  nobly 
rewarded  a  Greek  phyfician  5I,  by  the  deliverance  of  three  thoufand 
captives  ;  and  the  fophifts  who  contended  for  his  favour,  were  ex- 
afperated  by  the  wealth  and  infolence  of  Uranius,  their  more  fuc- 
cefsful  rival.    Nufhirvan  believed,  or  at  leaft  refpected,  the  religion 
of  the  Magi ;  and  fome  traces  of  perfecution  may  be  difcovered 
in  his  reign  5\    Yet  he  allowed  himfelf  freely  to  compare  the  tenets 
of  the  various  feels  ;  and  the  theological  difputes  in  which  he  fre- 
quently prefided,  diminifhed  the  authority  of  the  prieft,  and  en- 
lightened the  minds  of  the  people.    At  his  command,  the  mod  ce- 
lebrated writers  of  Greece  and  India  were  tranflated  into  the  Per- 
iian  language ;  a  fmooth  and  elegant  idiom,  recommended  by  Ma- 
homet to  the  ufe  of  paradife  :  though  it  is  branded  with  the  epithets 
of  favage  and  unmufical,  by  the  ignorance  and  prefumption  of  Aga- 
thias53.    Yet  the  Greek  hiftorian  might  reafonably  wonder,  that  it 

mould 

was  tranflated  into  Greek  by  the  interpreter    not  given   by  Maracci   (Refutat.  Alcoran>. 
Sergius  (Agathias,  1.  v.  p.  141 .),  preferved    p.  544—548.). 

after  the  Mahometan  conqueft,  and  verfified  51  Procop.  (Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  10.).  Ko':ad 
in  the  year  994,  by  the  national  poet  Fer-  had  a  favourite  Greek  phyfician,  Stephen  of 
douffi.  See  d'Anquetil  (Mem.  de  l'Acade-  EdelTa  (Perfic.  1.  ii.  c.  26.).  The  practice 
mie,  torn.  xxxi.  p.  379. ) ,  and  Sir  William  was  ancient;  and  Herodotus  relates  the  ad- 
Jones  (Hilt,  cf  Nader  Shah,  p.  161.).  ventures  cf  Democedes  of  Crotona  (1.  iii. 

50  In  the  fifth  century,  the  name  of  Reftom,  c.  125  — 137.). 
or  Roftam,  an  hero  who  equalled  theftrengih  sz  See  Pagi  (torn.  ii.  p.  626.).  In  one  of 
of  twelve  elephants,  was  familiar  to  the  Ar-  the  treaties,  an  honourable  article  was  infert- 
menians  (Mofes  Chorenenfis,  Hill.  Armen.  ed  fcr  the  toleration  and  burial  of  the  Catho- 
h  ii.  c.  7.  p.  96.  edit.  Whifton).  In  the  be-  lies  (Menander,  in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  142.). 
ginning  of  the  feventh,  the  Perfian  romance  Nufhizad,  a  fon  of  Nufhirvan,  was  a  Chriil  an, 
of  Roftam  and  Isfendiar  was  applauded  at  a  rebel,  and  —  a  martyr  f  (D'Herbelot,  p.  68 1 .) 
Mecca  (Sale's  Koran,  c.  xxxi.  p.  335.).  Yet  53  On  the  Perfian  language,  and  its  three 
this  expolition  of  ludicrum  nova;  hiftoriaj,  is    dialedb,  cocfuk  d'Anquetil  (p.  339  —  343-) 

and 
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mould  be  found  poflible  to  execute  an  entire  verfion  of  Plato  and 
Ariftotle  in  a  foreign  dialed!:,  which  had  not  been  framed  to  exprefs 
the  fpirit  of  freedom  and  the  fubtleties  of  philofophic  difquifition. 
And,  if  the  reafon  of  the  Stagyrite  might  be  equally  dark,  or  equally 
intelligible  in  every  tongue,  the  dramatic  art  and  verbal  argumentation 
of  the  difciple  of  Socrates s+,  appear  to  be  induTolubly  mingled  with 
the  grace  and  perfection  of  his  Attic  ftyle.  In  the  fearch  of  univerfal 
knowledge,  Nufliirvan  was  informed,  that  the  moral  and  political 
fables  of  Pilpay,  an  ancient  Brachman,  were  preferved  with  jealous 
reverence  among  the  treafures  of  the  kings  of  India.  The  phyfician 
Perozes  was  fecretly  difpatched  to  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  with 
inftructions  to  procure,  at  any  price,  the  communication  of  this 
valuable  work.  His  dexterity  obtained  a  tranfcript,  his  learned  di- 
ligence accomplished  the  tranflation  ;  and  the  fables  of  Pilpay 55  were 
read  and  admired  in  the  affembly  of  Nufliirvan  and  his  nobles. 
The  Indian  original,  and  the  Perfian  copy,  have  long  fince  difap- 
peared  :  but  this  venerable  monument  has  been  faved  by  the  cu- 
riofity  of  the  Arabian  caliphs,  revived  in  the  modern  Perfic,  the 
Turkifh,  the  Syriac,  the  Hebrew,  and  the  Greek  idioms,  and  tranf- 
fufed  through  fucceffive  verfions  into  the  modern  languages  of 
Europe.  In  their  prefent  form,  the  peculiar  character,  the  manners 
and  religion  of  the  Hindoos,  are  completely  obliterated  j  and  the 
intrinfic  merit  of  the  fables  of  Pilpay  is  far  inferior  to  the  concife 


atld  Jones  (p.  153 — 185.):  <*7?'?  Tin  yKwrlv 
ita*  uyiAiiTo-rocru,  is  the  character  which  Agathias 
(1.  ii.  p.  66.)  afcribes  to  an  idiom  renowned 
in  the  Eaft  for  poetical  foftnefs. 

54  Agathias  fpecifies  the  Gorgias,  Phajdon, 
Parmenides,  and  Timasus.  Renaudot  (Fabri- 
cius.Bibliot.Grasc.  tom.xii.  p. 246—  261.)  does 
not  mention  this  Barbaric  verfion  of  Ariltotle. 

55  Of  thefe  fables,  I  have  feen  three  copies 
in  three  different  languages:  1.  In  Greek, 
tranflated  by  Simeon  Seth  (A.  D.  1100.) 

10 


from  the  Arabic,  and  published  by  Starck  at 
Berlin  in  1697,  in  I2m*.  2.  In  Latin,  a  ver- 
fion from  the  Greek,  Sapientia  Indorum,  in- 
ferted  by  Pere  Pouffin  at  the  end  of  his  edition  of 
Pachymer  (p.  547 — 620. edit.  Roman).  3.  Ia 
French,  from  the  Turkifh,  dedicated,  in  1540, 
to  Sultan  Soliman.  Contes  et  Fables  Indien- 
nes  de  Bidpai  et  de  Lokman,  par  M.  M.  Gal- 
landetCardonne.  Paris, 1778.  3  vols. in  i2mo. 
Mr.  Warton  (Hiftory  of  Englifh  Poetry,  vol.  i. 
p.  129 — j 3 1 . )  takes  a  larger  fcope. 

elegance 
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elegance  of  Phxdrus  and  the  native  graces  of  La  Fontaine*    Fifteen  c      A  P. 

moral  and  political  fentences  are  illuftrated  in  a  feries  of  apologues  :  w— v  ' 

but  the  compofition  is  intricate,  the  narrative  prolix,  and  the  pre- 
cept obvious  and  barren.  Yet  the  Brachman  may  affume  the  merit 
of  inventing  a  pleafing  fiction,  which  adorns  the  nakednefs  of  truth, 
and  alleviates,  perhaps,  to  a  royal  ear,  the  harfhnefs  of  inftrudtion. 
With  a  fimilar  defign,  to  admonifh  kings  that  they  are  ftrong  only 
in  the  ftrength  of  their  fubjedls,  the  fame  Indians  invented  the  game 
of  chefs,  which  was  likewife  introduced  into  Perfia  under  the  reign 
of  Numirvan56. 

The  fon  of  Kobad  found  his  kingdom  involved  in  a  war  with  Peace  and 

>  war  with  the 

the  fuccefTor  of  Conftantine  :  and  the  anxiety  of  his  domeftic  fitua-  Romans, 

A.  D. 

tion  inclined  him  to  grant  the  fufpenlion  of  arms,  which  Juftinian  533— 5*59, 
was  impatient  to  purchafe.  Chofroes  faw  the  Roman  ambalfadors 
at  his  feet.  He  accepted  eleven  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  as  the 
price  of  an  endkfs  or  indefinite  peace";  fome  mutual  exchanges 
were  regulated  ;  the  Perfian  afTumed  the  guard  of  the  gates  of  Cau- 
cafus,  and  the  demolition  of  Dara  was  fufpended,  on  condition  that 
it  mould  never  be  made  the  refidence  of  the  general  of  the  Eaft. 
This  interval  of  repofe  had  been  folicited,  and  was  diligently  im- 
proved by  the  ambition  of  the  emperor :  his  African  cenquefts  were 
the  firft  fruits  of  the  Perfian  treaty  ;  and  the  avarice  of  Chofroes  was 
foothed  by  a  large  portion  of  the  fpoils  of  Carthage,  which  his  am- 
DafTadors  required  in  a  tone  of  pleafantry,  and  under  the  colour  of 
frienduYip58.  But  the  trophies  of  Belifarius  difturbed  the  (lumbers 
of  the  great  king  ;  and  he  heard  with  aftonimment,  envy,  and  fear, 
that  Sicily,  Italy,  and  Rome  itfelf,  had  been  reduced  in  three  rapid 

56  See  the  Hiftoria  Shahiludii  of  Dr.  Hyde  (A.D.  533,  between  January  r,  and  April  1. 
(Syntagm.  Differtat.  torn.  ii.  p.  61  —  69.).  Pag'>  tom«  »•  P«  SS°-)-    Marcellinus,  in  hi» 

57  The  endlefs  peace  (Procopius,  Perfic.  Chronicle,  ufes  the  ftyle  of  Medes  and  Per- 
L  i.  c.  21.)  was  concluded  or  ratified  in  the  fians. 

vith  year,  and        confulfliip,  of  Juftinian  58  Procopius,  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  26. 

Vol.  IV.  I  i  campaigns, 
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C  XLlt  P  camPa*Sns>  t0  tne  obedience  of  Juftinian.  Unpractifed  in  the  art  of 
1  — ,  ■  violating  treaties,  he  fecretly  excited  his  bold  and  fubtle  vaffal  Almon- 
dar.  That  prince  of  the  Saracens,  who  refided  at  Hira59,had  not  been 
included  in  the  general  peace,  and  ftill  waged  an  obfcure  war  againft 
his  rival  Arethas,  the  chief  of  the  tribe  of  Gafl'an,  and  confederate 
of  the  empire.  The  fubject  of  their  difpute  was  an  extenfive  iheep- 
walk  in  the  defert  to  the  fcuth  of  Palmyra.  An  immemorial  tribute 
for  the  licence  of  pafture,  appeared  to  atteft  the  rights  of  Almondar, 
while  the  GafTanite  appealed  to  the  Latin  name  of  ftrata,  a  paved 
road,  as  an  unqueftionable  evidence  of  the  fovereignty  and  labours 
of  the  Romans  M.  The  two  monarchs  fupported  the  caufe  of  their 
refpedtive  vaffals  ;  and  the  Perfian  Arab,  without  expecting  the  event 
of  a  flow  and  doubtful  arbitration,  enriched  his  flying  camp  with 
the  fpoil  and  captives  of  Syria.  Inftead  of  repelling  the  arms, 
Juftinian  attempted  to  feduce  the  fidelity,  of  Almondar,  while  he 
called  from  the  extremities  of  the  earth,  the  nations  of  iEthiopia 
and  Scythia  to  invade  the  dominions  of  his  rival.  But  the  aid  of 
fuch  allies  wras  diftant  and  precarious,  and  the  difcovery  of  this 
lioftile  correfpondence  juftified  the  complaints  of  the  Goths  and 
Armenians,  who  implored,  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  the  protection 
of  Chofroes.  The  defcendants  of  Arfaces,  who  were  ftill  numerous 
in  Armenia,  had  been  provoked  to  aflert  the  laft  relics  of  national 
freedom  and  hereditary  rank ;  and  the  ambafladors  of  Vitiges  had 
fecretly  traverfed  the  empire  to  expofe  the  inftant,  and  almoft  inevi- 
table danger  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  Their  reprelentations  were 
uniform,  weighty,  and  effectual.    "  We  ftand  before  your  throne, 

59  Almondar,  king  of  Hira,  was  de-  (Pocock,  Specimen  Hift.  Arab.  p.  69,  70.). 
pofed  by  Kobad,  and  reflored  by  Nufliir-  6J  Procopius,  Perfic.  L  ii.  c.  1.  We  are 
van.  His  mother,  from  her  beauty,  was  ignorant  of  the  origin  and  object  of  this  Jlrata, 
furnamed  Calejlial  Water,  an  appellation  a  paved  road  of  ten  days  journey  from  Aura- 
which  became  hereditary,  and  was  ex-  nitis  to  Babylonia.  (See  a  Latin  note  in  De- 
tended  for  a  more  noble  caufe  (liberality  Hue's  Map  Imp.  Orient.)  Wefleling  and 
in  famine)  to  the  Arab  princes  of  Syria  d'AnviUe  axe  iilent. 
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"  the  advocates  of  your  intereft  as  well  as  of  our  own.    The  ambi-  chap. 

XL1I. 

"  tious  and  faithlefs  Juftinian  afpires  to  be  the  fole  matter  of  the  1 — v — -j 
"  world.  Since  the  endlefs  peace,  which  betrayed  the  common 
w  freedom  of  mankind,  that  prince,  your  ally  in  words,  your  enemy 
"  in  actions,  has  alike  infulted  his  friends  and  foes,  and  has  filled 
"  the  earth  with  blood  and  confufion.  Has  he  not  violated  the 
u  privileges  of  Armenia,  the  independence  of  Colchos,  and  the  wild 
"  liberty  of  the  Tzanian  mountains?  Has  he  not  ufurped,  with  equal 
avidity,  the  city  of  Bofphorus  on  the  frozen  Mseotis,  and  the  vale 
of  palm-trees  on  the  mores  of  the  Red  fea?  The  Moors,  the 
Vandals,  the  Goths,  have  been  fuccemvely  oppreffed,  and  each 
nation  has  calmly  remained  the  fpectator  of  their  neighbour's 
<c  ruin.  Embrace,  O  king !  the  favourable  moment ;  the  Eaft  is 
"  left  without  defence,  while  the  armies  of  Juftinian  and  his  re- 
"  nowned  general  are  detained  in  the  diftant  regions  of  the  Weft. 
*'  If  you  hefitate  and  delay,  Belifarius  and  his  victorious  troops 
*'  will  foon  return  from  the  Tyber  to  the  Tigris,  and  Perfia  may 
**  enjoy  the  wretched  confolation  of  being  the  laft  devoured  By 
fuch  arguments,  Chofroes  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  imitate  the  ex- 
ample which  he  condemned  :  but  the  Perfian,  ambitious  of  military 
fame,  difdained  the  inactive  warfare  of  a  rival,  who  iflued  his 
fanguinary  commands  from  the  fecure  ftation  of  the  Byzantine 
.palace. 

Whatever  might  be  the  provocations  of  Chofroes,  he  abufed  the  He  invade* 
confidence  of  treaties;  and  the  juft  reproaches  of  diftimulation  and  a.  D.  543. 
falfehood  could  only  be  concealed  by  the  luflrc  of  his  victories'*. 

The 

I  have  blended,  in  a  fhort  fpeecb,  the   Juftinian  was  the  true  author  of  the  war  (Per- 
two  orations  of  the  Arfacides  of  Armenia  and   fic.  1.  U.  c.  2,  3.). 

the  Gothic  ambafladors.  Procopius,  in  his  8*  The  invafion  of  Syria,  the  ruin  of  An- 
public  hiftory,  feels,  and  makes  us  feel,  that   tioch,  &c.  are  related  in  a.  full  and  regular 

I  i  2  feries 
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c  J     p-  The  Perfian  army,  which  had  been  affembled  in  the  plains  of  Baby- 
v— . *   Ion,  prudently  declined  the  ftrong  cities  of  Mefopotamia,  and  fol- 
lowed the  weftern  bank  of  the  Euphrates,  till  the  fmall  though 
populous  town  of  Dura  prefumed  to  arreft  the  progrefs  of  the 
great  king.    The  gates  of  Dura,  by  treachery  and  furprife,  were 
burft  open ;  and  as  foon  as  Chofroes  had  ftained  his  fcymiter  with 
the  blood  of  the  inhabitants,  he  difmifled  the  ambaflador  of  Jufti- 
nian  to  inform  his  mafter  in  what  place  he  had  left  the  enemy  of 
the  Romans.    The  conqueror  ftill  affected  the  praife  of  humanity 
and  juftice ;  and  as  he  beheld  a  noble  matron  with  her  infant  rudely 
dragged  along  the  ground,  he  fighed,  he  wept,  and  implored  the 
divine  juftice  to  punifli  the  author  of  thefe  calamities.     Yet  the 
herd  of  twelve  thoufand  captives  was  ranfomed  for  two  hundred 
pounds  of  gold  ;   the  neighbouring  bifhop  of  Sergiopolis  pledged 
his  faith  for  the  payment ;  and  in  the  fubfequent  year  the  unfeeling 
avarice  of  Chofroes  exacted  the  penalty  of  an  obligation  which  it 
was  generous  to  contract  and  impoflible  to  difcharge.    He  advanced 
into  the  heart  of  Syria ;  but  a  feeble  enemy,  who  vanifhed  at  his 
approach,  difappointed  him  of  the  honour  of  victory  j  and  as  he 
could  not  hope  to  eftablifh  his  dominion,  the  Perfian  king  difplayed 
in  this  inroad  the  mean  and  rapacious  vices  of  a  robber.  Hierapo- 
lis,  Berrhsea  or  Aleppo,  Apamea  and  Chalcis,  were  fucceflively 
befieged  :  they  redeemed  their  fafety  by  a  ranfom  of  gold  or  filver, 
proportioned  to  their  refpective  ftrength  and  opulence;  and  their 
new  mafter  enforced,  without  obferving,  the  terms  of  capitulation.. 
Educated  in  the  religion  of  the  Magi,  he  exercifed,  without  re- 
morfe,  the  lucrative  trade  of  facrilege  j  and,  after  ftripping  of  its 

feries  by  Procopius  (Perfic.  1.  ii.  c.  5 — 14.).  them  for  making  Juftiniaa  and Nufhirvan  con- 
Small  collateral  aid  can  be  drawn  from  the  temporaries.  On  the  geography  of  the  feat 
Orientals:  yet  not  they,  but  D'Herbelot  him-  of  war,  D'Anville  (l'Euphrate  et  le  Tigre)  is 
felf  (p.  63o.),  lhould  blulh3  when  he  blames   fufficient  and  fatiifactory. 

gold 
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gold  and  gems,  a  piece  of  the  true  crofs,  he  generoufly  reftored  the  c  HA  p. 

naked  relic  to  the  devotion  of  the  Chriftians  of  Apamea.    No  more   ■   j 

than  fourteen  years  had  elapfed  fince  Antioch  was  ruined  by  an  Antioch.3 
earthquake  ;  but  the  queen  of  the  Eaft,  the  new  Theopolis,  had 
been  raifed  from  the  ground  by  the  liberality  of  Juftinian ;  and  the 
increafmg  greatnefs  of  the  buildings  and  the  people  already  erafed 
the  memory  of  this  recent  difafter.    On  one  fide,  the  city  was  de- 
fended by  the  mountain,  on  the  other  by  the  river  Orontes ;  but  the 
moft  acceffible  part  was  commanded  by  a  fuperior  eminence :  the 
proper  remedies  were  rejected,  from  the  defpicable  fear  of  difcover- 
ing  its  weaknefs  to  the  enemy ;  and  Germanus,  the  emperor's  ne- 
phew, refufed  to  truft  his  perfon  and  dignity  within  the  walls  of  a 
befieged  city.    The  people  of  Antioch  had  inherited  the  vain  and 
fatirical  genius  of  their  anceftors :  they  were  elated  by  a  fudden  re- 
inforcement of  fix  thoufand  foldiers ;  they  difdained  the  offers  of  an 
eafy  capitulation  ;  and  their  intemperate  clamours  infulted  from  the 
ramparts  the  majefty  of  the  great  king.    Under  his  eye  the  Perfian 
myriads  mounted  with  fcaling-ladders  to  the  affault  j   the  Roman 
mercenaries  fled  through  the  oppofite  gate  of  Daphne ;  and  the  ge- 
nerous refiftance  of  the  youth  of  Antioch  ferved  only  to  aggravate 
the  miferies  of  their  country.    As  Chofroes,  attended  by  the  am- 
baffadors  of  Juftinian,  was  defcending  from  the  mountain,  he  affect- 
ed, in  a  plaintive  voice,  to  deplore  the  obftinacy  and  ruin  of  that 
unhappy  people  ;  but  the  (laughter  ftill  raged  with  unrelenting  fury ; 
and  the  city,  at  the  command  of  a  Barbarian,  was  delivered  to  the 
ilarhes.    The  cathedral  of  Antioch  was  indeed  preferred  by  the  ava- 
rice, not  the  piety,  of  the  conqueror :  a  more  honourable  exemption 
was  granted  to  the  church  of  St.  Julian,  and  the  quarter  of  the 
town  where  the  ambafladors  refided  ;  fome  diftant  directs  were  (aved 
by  the  (hifting  of  the  wind,  and  the  walls  ftill  fubfifted  to  protect, 
and  foon  to  betray,  their  new  inhabitants.    Fanaticifm  had  defaced 

the 
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C  H  A  P.  the  ornaments  of  Daphne,  but  Chofroes  breathed  a  purer  air  amid  ft 
s_  ./  her  groves  and  fountains ;  and  fome  idolaters  in  his  train  might 
facrifice  with  impunity  to  the  nymphs  of  that  elegant  retreat. 
Eighteen  miles  below  Antioch,  the  river  Orontes  falls  into  the  Me- 
diterranean. The  haughty  Perfian  vifited  the  term  of  his  conquefts ; 
and  after  bathing  alone  in  the  fea,  he  offered  a  folemn  facrifice  of 
thankfglving  to  the  fun,  or  rather  to  the  creator  of  the  fun,  whom 
the  Magi  adored.  If  this  act  of  fuperftition  offended  the  prejudices 
of  the  Syrians,  they  were  pleafed  by  the  courteous  and  even  eager 
attention  with  which  he  affifted  at  the  games  of  the  circus ;  and  as 
Chofroes  had  heard  that  the  blue  faction  was  efpoufed  by  the  empe- 
ror, his  peremptory  command  fecured  the  victory  of  the  green  cha- 
rioteer. From  the  difcipline  of  his  camp  the  people  derived  more 
folid  confolation ;  and  they  interceded  in  vain  for  the  life  of  a  fol- 
dier  who  had  too  faithfully  copied  the  rapine  of  the  juft  Nufhir- 
van.  At  length,  fatigued,  though  unfatiated,  with  the  fpoil  of 
Syria,  he  flowly  moved  to  the  Euphrates,  formed  a  temporary  bridge 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  BarbalifTus,  and  defined  the  fpace  of  three 
days  for  the  entire  pafTage  of  his  numerous  hoft.  After  his  return, 
he  founded,  at  the  diftance  of  one  day's  journey  from  the  palace  of 
-Ctefiphon,  a  new  city,  which  perpetuated  the  joint  names  of  Chof- 
roes and  of  Antioch.  The  Syrian  captives  recognifed  the  form  and 
fituation  of  their  native  abodes :  baths  and  a  fiately  circus  were  cou- 
ftructed  for  their  ufe ;  and  a  colony  of  muficians  and  charioteers 
revived  in  Aflyria  the  pleafures  of  a  Greek  capital.  By  the  munifi- 
cence of  the  royal  founder,  a  liberal  allowance  was  afTigned  to  thefe 
fortunate  exiles;  and  they  enjoyed  the  fingular  privilege  of  beftow- 
ing  freedom  on  the  (laves  whom  they  acknowledged  as  their  kinf- 
men.  Paleftine,  and  the  holy  wealth  of  Jerufalem,  were  the  next 
objects  that  attracted  the  ambition,  or  rather  the  avarice,  of  Chof- 
roes. Conftantinople.  and  the  palace  of  the  Caefars,  no  longer  ap- 
peared 
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peared  impregnable  or  remote ;  and  his  afpiring  fancy  already  C      a  p. 

covered  Afia  Minor  with  the  troops,  and  the  Black  Sea  with  the  >.  —  _/ 
navies,  of  Perfia. 

Thefe  hopes  might  have  been  realized,  if  the  conqueror  of  Italy  Defence  of 

the  Eail  by 

had  not  been  feafonably  recalled  to  the  defence  of  the  Eaft/'3.    While  Belifarius, 
Chofroes  purfued  his  ambitious  defigns  on  the  coaft  of  the  Euxine,  A,D"541, 
Belifarius,  at  the  head  of  an  army  without  pay  or  difcipline,  en- 
camped beyond  the  Euphrates,  within  fix  miies  of  Nifibis.    He  me- 
ditated by  a  fkilful  operation,  to  draw  the  Perfians  from  their  im- 
pregnable citadel,  and  improving  his  advantage  in  the  field,  either  to 
intercept  their  retreat,  or  perhaps  to  enter  the  gates  with  the  flying 
Barbarians.    He  advanced  one  day's  journey  on  the  territories  of 
Perfia,  reduced  the  fortrefs  of  Sifaurane,  and  fent  the  governor,  with 
eight  hundred  chofen  horfemen,  to  ferve  the  emperor  in  his  Italian 
wars.    He  detached  Arethas  and  his  Arabs,  fupported  by  twelve 
hundred  Romans,  to  pafs  the  Tigris,  and  to  ravage  the  harvefts  of 
Ailyria,  a  fruitful  province,  long  exempt  from  the  calamities  of 
war.    But  the  plans  of  Belifarius  were  difconcerted  by  the  untrace- 
able fpirit  of  Arethas,  who  neither  returned  to  the  camp,  nor  fent 
any  intelligence  of  his  motions.    The  Roman  general  was  fixed  in 
anxious  expectation  to  the  fame  fpot ;  the  time  of  action  elapfed, 
the  ardent  fun  of  Mefopotamia  inflamed  with  fevers  the  blood 
of  his  European  foldiers ;  and  the  ftationary  troops  and  officers  of 
Syria  affected  to  tremble  for  the  fafety  of  their  defencelefs  cities. 
Yet  this  diverfion  had  already  fucceeded  in  forcing  Chofroes  to 
return  with  lofs  and  precipitation  j  and  if  the  fkill  of  Belifarius  had 
been  feconded  by  difcipline  and  valour,  his  fuccefs  might  have  fa- 
tisfied  the  fanguine  wiflies  of  the  public,  who  required  at  his  hands 

63  In  the  public  hiftory  of  Procopius  (Per-  we  may  reafonably  fhut  our  ears  againft  the 
fic.  I.  ii.  c.  16.  18,  19,  20,  21.  24,  25,  26,  malevolent  whifper  of  the  Anecdotes  (c.  2,3. 
27,  28.) ;  and,  with  fome  flight  exceptions,    with  the  Notes,  as  ufual,  of  Alemanni:s). 
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c      ™  P*  tne  conqueft  of  Ctefiphon  and  the  deliverance  of  the  captives  of 

/Lull.* 

«  m — -»  Antioch.    At  the  end  of  the  campaign,  he  was  recalled  to  Conftan- 

' 542'  tinople  by  an  ungrateful  court,  but  the  dangers  of  the  enfuing  fpring 
reftored  his  confidence  and  command  ;  and  the  hero,  almoft  alone, 
was  difpatched  with  the  fpeed  of  poft-hories,  to  repel  by  his  name 
and  prefence  the  invafion  of  Syria.  He  found  the  Roman  generals, 
among  whom  was  a  nephew  of  Juftinian,  imprifoned  by  their  fears 
in  the  fortifications  of  Hierapolis.  But  inftead  of  liftening  to  their 
timid  counfels,  Belifarius  commanded  them  to  follow  him  to  Europus, 
where  he  had  refolved  to  collect  his  forces,  and  to  execute  whatever 
God  fhould  infpire  him  to  atchieve  againft  the  enemy.  His  firm 
attitude  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  reftrained  Chofroes  from 
advancing  towards  Paleftine  ;  and  he  received  with  art  and  dignity, 
the  ambafladors,  or  rather  fpies  of  the  Perfian  monarch.  The  plain 
between  Hierapolis  and  the  river  was  covered  with  the  fquadrons 
of  cavalry,  fix  thoufand  hunters  tall  and  robuft,  who  purfued  their 
game  without  the  apprehenfion  of  an  enemy.  On  the  oppofite 
bank  the  ambafTadors  defcried  a  thoufand  Armenian  horfe,  who  ap- 
peared to  guard  the  pafTage  of  the  Euphrates.  The  tent  of  Belifa- 
rius was  of  the  coarfeft  linen,  the  fimple  equipage  of  a  warrior 
who  difdained  the  luxury  of  the  Eaft.  Around  his  tent,  the  nations 
who  marched  under  his  ftandard,  were  arranged  with  fkilful  con- 
fufion.  The  Thracians  and  Illyrians  were  ported  in  the  front,  the 
Heruli  and  Goths  in  the  centre  ;  the  profpect  was  clofed  by  the 
Moors  and  Vandals,  and  their  loofe  array  feemed  to  multiply  their 
numbers.  Their  drefs  was  light  and  active  \  one  foldier  carried  a 
whip,  another  a  fword,  a  third  a  bow,  a  fourth  perhaps  a  battle- 
axe,  and  the  whole  picture  exhibited  the  intrepidity  of  the  troops 
and  the  vigilance  of  the  general.  Chofroes  was  deluded  by  the  ad- 
drefs,  and  awed  by  the  genius,  of  the  lieutenant  of  Juftinian.  Con- 
icious  of  the  merit,  and  ignorant  of  the  force  of  his  antagonift,  he 
10  dreaded 
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dreaded  a  decifive  battle  in  a  diftant  country,  from  whence  not  a  c  "  A  P. 

Perfian  might  return  to  relate  the  melancholy  tale.    The  great  king  <  >r— 

haftened  to  repafs  the  Euphrates ;  and  Belifarius  preffed  his  retreat, 
by  affecting  to  oppofe  a  mealure  fo  falutary  to  the  empire,  and 
which  could  fcarcely  have  been  prevented  by  an  army  of  an  hundred 
thoufand  men.  Envy  might  fuggeft  to  ignorance  and  pride,  that 
the  public  enemy  had  been  fuffered  to  efcape :  but  the  African  and 
Gothic  triumphs  are  lefs  glorious  than  this  fafe  and  bloodlefs  vic- 
tory, in  which  neither  fortune,  nor  the  valour  of  the  foldiers,  can 
fubftract  any  part  of  the  general's  renown.  The  fecond  removal  A.  D.  543, 
of  Belifarius  from  the  Perfian  to  the  Italian  war,  revealed  the  extent 
of  his  perfonal  merit,  which  had  corrected  or  fupplied  the  want  of 
(Jifcipline  and  courage.  Fifteen  generals,  without  concert  or  fkill, 
led  through  the  mountains  of  Armenia  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
Romans,  inattentive  to  their  fignals,  their  ranks,  and  their  enfigns. 
Four  thoufand  Perfians,  entrenched  in  the  camp  of  Dubis,  van- 
Guifhed,  almoft  without  a  combat,  this  diforderly  multitude  ;  their 
ufelefs  arms  were  fcattered  along  the  road,  and  their  horfes  funk 
Under  the  fatigue  of  their  rapid  flight.  But  the  Arabs  of  the  Roman 
party  prevailed  over  their  brethren  ;  the  Armenians  returned  to 
their  allegiance ;  the  cities  of  Dara  and  Edeffa  refifted  a  fudden 
afiault  and  a  regular  fiege,  and  the  calamities  of  war  were  fufpended 
by  thofe  of  peftilence.  A  tacit  or  formal  agreement  between  the 
two  fovereigns,  protected  the  tranquillity  of  the  eaftern  frontier  j  and 
the  arms  of  Chofroes  were  confined  to  the  Colchian  or  Lazic  war, 
which  has  been  too  minutely  defcribed  by  the  hiftorians  of  the 
times64. 

€*  The  Lazic  war,  the  conteft  of  Rome  and  17.  28,  29,  30.  Gothic.  1.  iv.  c.  7— 16.) 
Perfiaon  the  Phalis,  is  tediou fly  fpun  through  and  Agathias  (1.  ii.  iii.  and  iv.  p.  55—132. 
©any  a  page  of  Procopius  (Perfic.  1.  ii.  c.  15.  141.). 
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CHAP.      The  extreme  length  of  the  Euxine  fea65,  from  Conftantinople  to 

< — — ^  1   the  mouth  of  the  Phafis,  may  be  computed  as  a  voyage  of  nine  days, 

o/cofchos,  and  a  meafure  of  feven  hundred  miles.  From  the  Iberian  Caucafus, 
Mingrelia!     tnc  m0^  ant*  craSgy  mountains  of  Afia,  that  river  defcends 

with  iuch  oblique  vehemence,  that  in  a  fhort  fpace  it  is  traverfed 
by  one  hundred  and  twenty  bridges.  Nor  does  the  ftream  become 
placid  and  navigable,  till  it  reaches  the  town  of  Sarapana,  five  days 
journey  from  the  Cyrus,  which  flows  from  the  fame  hills,  but  in 
a  contrary  direction,  to  the  Cafpian  lake.  The  proximity  of  thefe 
rivers  has  fuggefted  the  practice,  or  at  leaft  the  idea,  of  wafting  the 
precious  merchandife  of  India  down  the  Oxus,  over  the  Cafpian,  up 
the  Cyrus,  and  with  the  current  of  the  Phafis  into  the  Euxine  and 
Mediterranean  feas.  As  it  fucceflively  collects  the  ftreams  of  the  plain 
of  Colchos,  the  Phafis  moves  with  diminiflied  fpeed,  though  ac- 
cumulated weight.  At  the  mouth  it  is  fixty  fathom  deep,  and  half 
a  league  broad,  but  a  fmall  woody  ifland  is  intcrpofed  in  the  midft 
of  the  channel :  the  water,  fo  foon  as  it  has  depofited  an  earthy  or 
metallic  fediment,  floats  on  the  furface  of  the  waves,  and  is  no- 
longer  fufceptible  of  corruption.  In  a  courfe  of  one  hundred  miles, 
forty  of  which  are  navigable  for  large  veflels,  the  Phafis  divides  the 
celebrated  region  of  Colchos"8,  or  Mingrelia67,  which,  on  three 

fides, 

65  The  Ptriplus,  or  circumnavigation  of  the  for  the  whimfical  deftgn.  2.  The  Periplus  of 
Euxine  fea,  was  defcribed  in  Latin  by  Salluft,  Arrian  is  addrefled  to  the  emperor  Adrian  (in 
and  in  Greek  by  Arrian:  1.  The  former  Geograph.  Minor.  Hudfon,  torn,  i.),  and  con- 
work,  which  no  longer  exirts,  has  been  re-  tains  whatever  the  governor  of  Pontus  had 
ftored  by  the  Jingular  diligence  of  M.  de  feen,  from  Trcbizond  to  Diofcurias;  what- 
Brofles,  firft  prefident  of  the  parliament  of  ever  he  had  heard  from  Diofcurias  to  the  Da- 
Dijon  (Hift.  de  la  Republique  Romaine,  nube;  and  whatever  he  knew  from  the  Da- 
torn.  ii.  I.  iii.  p.  199 — 298.),  who  ventures  to    nube  to  Trebizond. 

affume  the  character  of  the  Roman  hiftorian.  66  Befides  the  many  occafional  hints  from 
His  description  of  the  Euxine  is  ingenioufly  the  poets,  hiftorians,  &c.  of  antiquity,  we  may 
formed  of  all  the  fragments  of  the  original,  confult  the  geographical  defcriptions  of  Col- 
and  of  all  the  Greeks  and  Latins  whom  Sal-  chos,  by  Strabo  (1.  xi.  p.  760 — 765.)  and  Pliny 
lull  might  copy,  or  by  whom  he  might  be  (Hilt.  Natur.  vi.  5.  19,  Sec). 
copied  ;  and  the  merit  of  the  execution  atones  *J  I  fhall  quote,  and  have  ufed,  three  mo- 
dern 
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fides,  is  fortified  by  the  Iberian  and  Armenian  mountains,  and  CHAP. 

XLII. 

whofe  maritime  coaft  extends  about  two  hundred  miles,  from  the  i 
neighbourhood  of  Trebizond  to  Diofcurias,  and  the  confines  of  Cir- 
caffia.  Both  the  foil  and  climate  are  relaxed  by  exceffive  moifture  : 
twenty-eight  rivers,  befides  the  Phafis  and  his  dependent  ftreams, 
convey  their  waters  to  the  fea ;  and  the  hollownefs  of  the  ground 
appears  to  indicate  the  fubterraneous  channels  between  the  Euxine 
and  the  Cafpian.  In  the  fields  where  wheat  or  bai  ley  is  fown,  the 
earth  is  too  foft  to  fuftain  the  a&ion  of  the  plough  ;  but  the  gotn,  a 
fmall  grain,  not  unlike  the  millet  or  coriander  feed,  fupplies  the  or- 
dinary food  of  the  people  ;  and  the  ufe  of  bread  is  confined  to  the 
prince  and  his  nobles.  Yet  the  vintage  is  more  plentiful  than  the 
harveft ;  and  the  bulk  of  the  ftems,  as  well  as  the  quality  of  the 
"wine,  difplay  the  unaffifted  powers  of  nature.  The  fame  powers 
continually  tend  to  overfhadow  the  face  of  the  country  with  thick 
forefts  ;  the  timber  of  the  hills,  and  the  flax  of  the  plains,  contribute 
to  the  abundance  of  naval  ftores  ;  the  wild  and  tame  animals,  the 
horfe,  the  ox,  and  the  hog,  are  remarkably  prolific,  and  the  name 
of  the  pheafant  is  expreffive  of  his  native  habitation  on  the  banks 
of  the  Phafis.  The  gold  mines  to  the  fouth  of  Trebizond,  which 
are  ftill  worked  with  fufficient  profit,  were  a  fubjec~t  of  national  dif- 
pute  between  Juftinian  and  Chofroes  ;  and  it  is  not  unreafonable 
to  believe,  that  a  vein  of  precious  metal  may  be  equally  difFufed 
through  the  circle  of  the  hills,  although  thefe  fecret  treafures  are 
neglected  by  the  lazinefs,  or  concealed  by  the  prudence,  of  the  Min- 

dern  defcriptions  of  Mingrelia  and  the  adj-i-  are  ftill  more  inftru&ive  than  his  obfervations. 
cent  countries,  i.  Of  the  Pere  Archangeli  3.  Of  Peyflbnel  (Obfervations  fur  les  Peuples 
Lamberti  (Relations  de  Thevenot,  part  i.  Barbares,  p.  49,  50,  51.  58.  62.  64,  65.  71, 
p.  31  —  52.  with  a  Map),  who  has  all  the  &c.  and  a  more  recent  treatifc,  Sur  le  Corn- 
knowledge  and  prejudices  of  a  miffionary.  merce  de  la  Mer  Noire,  torn.  ii.  p.  1 — 53.)  : 
2.  Of  Chardin  (Voyages  en  Perfe,  torn.  i.  he  had  long  refided  at  CafFa,  as  conful  of 
p.  54.  68  — 168.) :  his  obfervations  are  judi-  P'rance  ;  and  his  erudition  is  lefs  valuable 
cious;  and  his  own  adventures  in  the  country  than  his  experience. 

K  k  2  grelians. 
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CHAP,  grelians.     The  waters,  impregnated  with  particles  of  gold,,  arc 

*— v  '  carefully  (trained  through  fheep-ikins  or  fleeces  j  but  this  expedient,. 

the  ground-work  perhaps  of  a  marvellous  fable,  affords  a  faint  image 
of  the  wealth  extracted  from  a  virgin  earth  by  the  power  and  in- 
duftry  of  ancient  kings.  Their  filver  palaces  and  golden  chambers 
furpafs  our  belief ;  but  the  fame  of  their  riches  is  faid  to  have 
excited  the  enterprifing  avarice  of  the  Argonauts68.  Tradition  has  af- 
firmed, with  fome  colour  of  reafon,  that  Egypt  planted  on  the 
Phafis,  a  learned  and  polite  colony69,  which  manufactured  linen, 
built  navies,  and  invented  geographical  maps.  The  ingenuity  of 
the  moderns  has  peopled,  with,  flourifhing  cities  and  nations,  the 
ifthmus  between  the  Euxine  and  the  Cafpian 70  ;  and  a  lively  writer, 
obferving  the  refemblance  of  climate,  and,  in  his  apprehenfion,  of 
trade,  has  not  hefitated  to  pronounce  Colchos  the  Holland  of  an- 
tiquity71. 

Manners  of       But  the  riches  of  Colchos  mine  only  through  the  darknefs  of 

the  natives. 

conjecture  or  tradition ;  and  its  genuine  hiftory  prefents  an  uniform 
fcene  of  rudenefs  and  poverty.  If  one  hundred  and  thirty  languages 
were  fpoken  in  the  market  of  Diofcurias  7*,  they  were  the  imperfect 
idioms  of  fo  many  favage  tribes  or  families,  fequeftered  from  each 
other  in  the  vallies  of  mount  Caucafus ;  and  their  feparation,  which 
diminiined  the  importance,  muft  have  multiplied  the  number,  of 

88  Pliny,  Hift.  Natur.  l.xxxlii.  15.  The  c.  6.  I/Ifthme.  .  . .  couvert  de  villes  etna- 
gold  and  filver  mines  of  Colchos  attracted  the  tions  qui  ne  font  plus. 

Argonauts  (Strab.  1.  i.  p.  77.).    The  faga-       71  Bougainville,  Memoires  de  l'Academie 

cious  Chardin  could  find  no  gold  in  mines,  des  Infc/iptions,  torn.  xxvi.  p.  33.  on  ths 

rivers,  or  elfewhere.    Yet  a  Mingrelian  loft  African  voyage  of  Hanno  and  the  commerce 

his  hand  and  foot  for  Ihewing  fome  fpecimens  of  antiquity. 

at  Conftantinople  of  native  gold.  »'«  A  Greek  hiftorian,  Timofthenes,  had 

69  Herodot.  1.  ii.  c.  104,  105.  p.  150,  151.  affirmed,  in  earn  ccc  nationes  diffimilibus  lin- 
Diodor.  Sicul.  1.  i.  p.  33.  edit.  Wefieling.  guis  defcendere;  and  the  modeft  Pliny  is 
Dionyf.  Perieget.  689.  and  Euftath.  ad  loc.  content  to  add,  et  a  poftea  a  noftris  cxxx  in- 
Scholiaft.  ad  Apollonium  Argonaut.  I.  iv.  terpretibus  negotia  ibi  gefta  (vi.  5.) ;  but  the 
282 — 291.  word  nunc  deferta  covers  a  multitude  of  pall 

70  Montefquieu,  Efprit  des  Loix,  I.  xxi.  fictions. 

8  their 
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their  riiftic  capitals.    In  the  prefent  ftate  of  Mingrelia,  a  village  is  c  H  jA  P, 
an  afTemblage  of  huts  within  a  wooden  fence ;  the  fortrefTes  are  *     y  *. 
feated  in  the  depth  of  forefts ;  the  princely  town  of  Cyta,  or  Cota- 
tis,  confifts  of  two  hundred  houfesr  and  a  ftone  edifice  appertains 
only  to  the  magnificence  of  kings.    Twelve  lhips  from  Conftanti- 
nople,  and  about  fixty  barks,  laden  with  the  fruits  of  induftry,  an- 
nually caft  anchor  on  the  coaft ;  and  the  lift  of  Colehian  exports  is 
much  encreafed,  fince  the  natives  had  only  flaves  and  hides  to  offer 
in  exchange  for  the  corn  and  fait  which  they  purchafed  from  the  fub- 
jects  of  Juftinian.     Not  a  veftige  can  be  found  of  the  art,  the 
knowledge,  or  the  navigation,  of  the  ancient  Colchians  :  few  Greeks 
defired  or  dared  to  purfue  the  footfteps  of  the  Argonauts  j  and  even 
the  marks  of  an  Egyptian  colony  are  loft  on  a  nearer  approach. 
The  rite  of  circumcifion  is  practifed  only  by  the  Mahometans  of 
the  Euxine ;  and  the  curled  hair  and'  fwarthy  complexion  of  Africa 
no  longer  disfigure  the  moft  perfeO:  of  the  human  race.    It  is  in 
the  adjacent  climates  of  Georgia,  Mingrelia,  and  Circaffia,  that  na- 
ture has  placed,  at  leaft  to  our  eyes,  the  model  of  beauty,  in  the 
fhape  of  the  limbs,  the  colour  of  the  fkin,  the  fymmetry  of  the  fea- 
tures, and  the  expreffion  of  the  countenance 73.    According  to  the 
deftination  of  the  two  fexes,  the  men  feem  formed  for  action,  the 
women  for  love ;  and  the  perpetual  fupply  of  females  from  mount 
Caucafus  has  purified  the  blood,  and  improved  the  breed,  of  the  * 
fouthern  nations  of  Afia.    The  proper  diftrift  of  Mingrelia,  a  por- 
tion only  of  the  ancient  Colchos,  has  long  fuftained  an  exportation 
of  twelve  thoufand  flaves.    The  number  of  prifoners  or  criminals 
would  be  inadequate  to  the  annual  demand  ;  but  the  common  peo- 

73  BufFon  (Hift.  Nat.  tom.iii.  p.  433 — 437.)    he  had  obferved  them  with  care),  this  precious 
collects  the  unanimous  fuffrage  of  naturalills    faft  is  an  example  of  the  influence  of  climate 
and  travellers.    If,  in  the  time  of  Herodotus,    on  a  foreign  colony, 
they  were  in  truth  ^ihxy^fi  and  shrrf^  (and 

pie 
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CHAP,  pie  are  in  a  State  of  fervitude  to  their  lords :  the  exercife  of  fraud  or 
xlii.  r 

*_  -w-  _r  rapine  is  unpunished  in  a  lawlefs  community ;  and  the  market  is 
continually  replenished  by  the  abufe  of  civil  and  paternal  authority. 
Such  a  trade  74,  which  reduces  the  human  fpecies  to  the  level  of 
cattle,  may  tend  to  encourage  marriage  and  population ;  fince  the 
multitude  of  children  enriches  their  fordid  and  inhuman  parent. 
But  this  fource  of  impure  wealth  rauft  inevitably  poifon  the  na- 
tional manners,  obliterate  the  fenfe  of  honour  and  virtue,  and  almoft 
extinguifh  the  inftincts  of  nature  :  the  Chri/lians  of  Georgia  and 
Mingrelia  are  the  mod  diSTolute  of  mankind  ;  and  their  children, 
who,  in  a  tender  age,  are  fold  into  foreign  llavery,  have  already 
learnt  to  imitate  the  rapine  of  the  father  and  the  prostitution  of 
the  mother.  Yet,  amidSl  the  rudefl  ignorance,  the  untaught  natives 
difcover  a  Singular  dexterity  both  of  mind  and  hand ;  and  although 
the  want  of  union  and  difcipline  expofes  them  to  their  more  power- 
ful neighbours,  a  bold  and  intrepid  fpirit  has  animated  the  Colchians 
of  every  age.  In  the  hoft  of  Xerxes,  they  ferved  on  foot ;  and  their 
arms  were  a  dagger  or  a  javelin,  a  wooden  cafque,  and  a  buckler  of 
raw  hides.  But  in  their  own  country  the  ufe  of  cavalry  has  more 
generally  prevailed  :  the  meaneSl  of  the  peafants  difdain  to  walk ; 
the  martial  nobles  are  poSTeSTed,  perhaps,  of  two  hundred  horfes; 
and  above  five  thoufand  are  numbered  in  the  train  of  the  nrince  of 
Mingrelia.  The  Colchian  government  has  been  always  a  pure  and 
hereditary  kingdom  ;  and  the  authority  of  the  fovereign  is  only 
restrained  by  the  turbulence  of  his  fubjects.  Whenever  they  were 
obedient,  he  could  lead  a  numerous  army  into  the  field  ;  but  fome 
faith  is  requifite  to  believe,  that  the  fingle  tribe  of  the  Suanians  was 

74  The  Mingrelian  ambafTador  arrived  at  valets  (Tavernier,  torn.  i.  p.  365.)-  To  pur- 
Conftantinople  with  two  hundred  perfons ;  chafe  his  miftrefs,  a  Mingrelian  gentleman 
but  he  eat  (fold)  them  day  by  day,  till  his  fold  twelve  priefts  and  his  wife  to  the  Turks 
retinue  was  diminilhed  to  a  fecretary  and  two    (Chardin,  torn.  i.  p.  66.). 

compofed 
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compofed  of  two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers,  or  that  the  population  c  ^LU-  P* 

©f  Mingrelia  now  amounts  to  four  millions  of  inhabitants".  *  „  * 

It  was  the  boaft  of  the  Colchians,  that  their  anceftors  had  checked  Revolutions 

.       of  Colchos: 

the  victories  of  Sefoftris ;  and  the  defeat  of  the  Egyptian  is  lefs  in- 
credible than  his  fuccefsful  progrefs  as  far  as  the  foot  of  mount 
Caucafus.    They  funk,  without  any  memorable  effort,  under  the 
arms  of  Cyrus  ;  followed  in  diftant  wars  the  ftandard  of  the  great 
king,  and  prefented  him  every  fifth  year  with  one  hundred  boys  and  ^nc^er  the 
as  many  virgins,  the  faireft  produce  of  the  laud7\    Yet  he  accepted  fore  Chrift, 
this  gift  like  the  gold  and  ebony  of  India,  the  frankincenfe  of  the  5C°' 
Arabs,  or  the  negroes  and  ivory  of  Ethiopia :  the  Colchians  were  not 
fubject  to  the  dominion  of  a  fatrap,  and  they  continued  to  enjoy 
the  name  as  well  as  fubftance  of  national  independence77.  After 
the  fall  of  the  Perllan  empire,  Mithridates,  king  of  Pontus,  added 
Colchos  to  the  wide  circle  of  his  dominions  on  the  Euxine  ;  and 
when  the  natives  prefumed  to  requeft  that  his  fon  might  reign  over 
them,  he  bound-  the  ambitious  youth  in  chains  of  gold,  and  dele- 
gated a  fervant  in  his  place.    In  the  purfuit  of  Mithridates,  the  Ro-  under  the 

Romans,  be- 

mans  advanced  to  the  banks  of  the  Phafis,  and  their  gallies  afcended  fore  Chrift, 
the  river  till  they  reached  the  camp  of  Pompey  and  his  legions78. 
But  the  fenate,  and  afterwards  the  emperors,  difdained  to  reduce 
that  diftant  and  ufelefs  conqueft  into  the  form  of  a  province.  The 
family  of  a  Greek  rhetorician  was  permitted  to  reign  in  Colchos 

75  Strabo,  1.  xi.  p.  765^.  Lamberti,  Rela-  p.  320.  343.  348.  edit.  Hutchinfon  ;  and 
tion  de  la  Mingrelie.  Yet  we  muft  avoid  the  Forfter's  Diflertation,  p.  liii — lviii.  in  Spel- 
contrary  extreme  of  Chardin,  who  allows  no  man's  Englifh  verfion,  vol.  ii.),  ftyles  them 
more  than  20,000  inhabitants  to  fupply  an  uvTonpoi.  Before  the  conqueft  of  Mithridates, 
annual  exportation  of  12,000  flaves :  an  ab-  they  are  named  by  Appian  £0mj  apeifMutf  (de 
furdity  unworthy  of  that  judicious  traveller.  Bell.  Mithridatico,  c.  15.  torn.  i.  p.  661.  of 

76  Herodot.  1.  iii.  c.  97.  See,  in  1.  vii.  the  Iaft  and  belt  edition,  by  John  Schwcig- 
c.  79.  their  arms  and  fervice  in  the  expedi-  hasufer,  Lipfis,  1785.  3  vols,  large'odlavo). 
tion  of  Xerxes  againft  Greece.  7»  The  conqueft  of  Colchos  by  Mithridates 

77  Xenophon,  who  had  encountered  the  and  Pompey,  is  marked  by  Appian  (de  BelL 
Colchians  in  his  retreat  (Anabafis,  U  iv.  Mhhridat.)  and  Plutarch  (in  Vit.  Pomp.). 

5  and 
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C  XLll  P'  anc*  ac^jacent  kingdoms,  from  the  time  of  Mark  Antony  to  that 
< "  ■  *  '  of  Nero;  and  after  the  race  of  Polemo79  was  extinct,  the  eaftern 
Pontus,  which  preferved  his  name,  extended  no  farther  than  the 
neighbourhood  of  Trebizond.  Beyond  thefe  limits  the  fortifications 
of  HyfTus,  of  Apfarus,  of  the  Phafis,  of  Diofcurias  or  Sebaftopolis, 
and  of  Pityus,  were  guarded  by  fufficient  detachments  of  horfe  and 
foot ;  and  fix  princes  of  Colchos  received  their  diadems  from  the 
Vifit  of  Ar-  lieutenants  of  Gsefar.  One  of  thefe  lieutenants,  the  eloquent  and 
A.  D.  130.  philofophic  Arrian,  furveyed,  and  has  defcribed,  the  Euxine  coaft, 
under  the  reign  of  Hadrian.  The  garrifon  which  he  reviewed  at 
•the  mouth  of  the  Phafis,  confuted  of  four  hundred  chofen  legiona- 
ries ;  the  brick  walls  and  towers,  the  double  ditch,  and  the  military 
engines  on  the  rampart,  rendered  this  place  inacceflible  to  the  Bar- 
barians 4  but  the  new  fuburbs  which  had  been  built  by  the  merchants 
and  veterans,  required,  in  the  opinion  of  Arrian,  fome  external 
defence 80.  As  the  ftrength  of  the  empire  was  gradually  impaired* 
the  Romans  ftationed  on  the  Phafis  were  either  withdrawn  or  ex- 
pelled ;  and  the  tribe  of  the  Lazi SI,  whofe  pofterity  fpeak  a  foreigd 
dialect,  and  inhabit  the  fea-coaft  of  Trebizond,  impofed  their  name 
and  dominion  on  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Colchos.  Their  independ- 
ence was  foon  invaded  by  a  formidable  neighbour,  who  had  ac- 
quired, by  arms  and  treaties,  the  fovereignty  of  Iberia.    The  de- 

*9  We  may  trace  the  rife  and  fall  of  the  ter  was  afterwards  reftored  by  juftinian  (de" 

Family  of  Polemo,  in  Strabo  (1.  xi.  p.  755.  Edif.  1.  iv.  c.  7.). 

1.  xii.  p.  867.).  Dion  Cafiius  or  Xiphilin  81  la  the  time  of  Pliny,  Arrian,  and  Pto- 
(p.  588.  593.  601.  719.  754.  915.  946.  edit,  lemy,  the  Lazi  were  a  particular  tribe  on  the 
Reimar),  Suetonius  (in  Neron.  c.  18.  in  Ve-  northern  fkirts  of  Colchos  (Cellarius,  Geo- 
fpafian,  c.  8.)>  Eutropius  (vii.  14.),  Jofephus  graph.  Antiq.  torn.  ii.  p.  222.).  In  the  age 
(Antiq.  Judaic.  1.  xx.  c.  7.  p.  970.  edit.  Ha-  of  Juflinian,  they  fpread,  or  at  leaft  reigned, 
vercamp),  and  Eufebius  (Chron.  with  Sea-  over  the  whole  country.  At  prefent,  they 
liger,  Animadverf.  p.  196.).  have  migrated  along  the  coaft  towards  Tre- 
80  In  the  time  of  Procopius,  there  were  no  bizoad,  and  compofe  a  rude  fea-faring  pea- 
Roman  forts  on  the  Phafis.  Pityus  and  Se-  pie,  with  a  peculiar  language  (Chardin, 
baftopolis  were  evacuated  on  the  rumour  of  p.  149.  Peyflbnel,  p.  64.). 
the  Perfians  (Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  4.)  ;  but  the  lat- 
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pendent  king  of  Lazica,  received  his  fceptre  at  the  hands  of  the  Per-  c  xlu  P* 
fian  monarch,  and  the  fucceflbrs  of  Conftantine  acquiefced  in  this  «     .  _r 
injurious  claim,  which  was  proudly  urged  as  a  right  of  immemorial 
prefcription.    In  the  beginning  of  the  fixth  century,  their  influence  Converfion 
was  reftored  by  the  introduction  of  Chriftianity,  which  the  Mingre-  A.  D.  szz/ 
Hans  ftill  profefs  with  becoming  zeal,  without  understanding  the 
doctrines,  or  obferving  the  precepts  of  their  religion.     After  the 
deceafe  of  his  father,  Zathus  was  exalted  to  the  regal  dignity  by 
the  favour  of  the  great  king :  but  the  pious  youth  abhorred  the 
ceremonies  of  the  Magi,  and  fought,  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople, 
an  orthodox  baptifm,  a  noble  wife,  and  the  alliance  of  the  emperor 
Juftin.    The  king  of  Lazica  was  folemnly  inverted  with  the  diadem, 
and  his  cloak  and  tunic  of  white  filk,  with  a  gold  border,  dis- 
played, in  rich  embroidery,  the  figure  of  his  new  patron ;  who 
foothed  the  jealoufy  of  the  Perfian  court,  and  excufed  the  revolt  of 
Colchos,  by  the  venerable  names  of  hofpitality  and  religion.  The 
common  intereft  of  both  empires  impofed  on  the  Colchians  the  duty 
of  guarding  the  pafTes  of  mount  Caucafus,  where  a  wall  of  fixty 
miles  is  now  defended  by  the  monthly  fervice  of  the  mufqueteers 
of  Mingrelia". 

But  this  honourable  connection  was  foon  corrupted  by  the  avarice  Revolt  and 
and  ambition  of  the  Romans.    Degraded  from  the  rank  of  allies,  oAhVcol- 
the  Lazi  were  incefTantly  reminded,  by  wOrds  and  actions,  of  their  'Jl'd. 
dependent  ftate.    At  the  diftance  of  a  day's  journey  beyond  the    542~ 5+9* 
Apfarus,  they  beheld  the  rifing  fortrefs  of  Petra 83,  which  com- 

81  John  Malala,  Chron.  torn.  ii.  p.  134 —  belong  to  a  connection  which  had  not  been 

137.    Theophanes,  p.  144.    Hift.  Mifcell.  diffolved  above  twenty  years  ? 

1.  xv.  p.  103.    The  fadl  is  authentic,  but  the  83  The  fole  veftige  of  Petra  fubfifts  in  the 

date  feems  too  recent.    In  fpeaking  of  their  writings  of  Procopius  and  Agathias.  Moft 

Perfian  alliance,  the  Lazi  contemporaries  of  of  the  towns  and  caftles  of  Lazica  may  be 

Juftinian  employ  the  moft  obfolete  words — £>  found  by  comparing  their  names  and  pofition 

yfetfLfuun  fA.ir.fA.au,  n-foyoMi,  &c.    Could  they  with  the  map  of  Mingrelia,  in  Lamberti. 

Vol.  IV.  L I  manded 
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manded  the  maritime  country  to  the  fouth  of  the  Phafis.  Inftead 
of  being  protected  by  the  valour,  Colchos  was  infulted  by  the  li- 
centioufnefs,  of  foreign  mercenaries  ;  the  benefits  of  commerce  were 
converted  into  bafe  and  vexatious  monopoly ;  and  Gubazes,  the 
native  prince,  was  reduced  to  a  pageant  of  royalty  by  the  fuperior 
influence  of  the  officers  of  Juftinian.  Difappointed  in  their  expect- 
ations of  Christian  virtue,  the  indignant  Lazi  repofed  ibme  con- 
fidence in  the  juftice  of  an  unbeliever.  After  a  private  aiTurance 
that  their  ambafTadors  mould  not  be  delivered  to  the  Romans,  they 
publicly  folicited  the  friendfhip  and  aid  of  Chofroes.  The  faga- 
cious  monarch  inftantly  difcerned  the  ufe  and  importance  of  Col- 
chos ;  and  meditated  a  plan  of  conqueft,  which  was  renewed  at 
the  end  of  a  thoufand  years  by  Shah  Abbas,  the  wifeft  and  mod 
powerful  of  his  fuccellors 8+.  His  ambition  was  fired  by  the  hope 
of  launching  a  Perfian  navy  from  the  Phafis,  of  commanding  the 
trade  and  navigation  of  the  Euxine  fea,  of  defolating  the  coaft  of 
Pontus  and  Bithynia,  of  diftremng,  perhaps  of  attacking,  Conftan- 
tinople,  and  of  perfuading  the  Barbarians  of  Europe  to  fecond  his 
arms  and  counfels  againft  the  common  enemy  of  mankind.  Under 
the  pretence  of  a  Scythian  war,  he  iilently  led  his  troops  to  the 
frontiers  of  Iberia  j  the  Colchian  guides  were  prepared  to  conduct 
them  through  the  woods  and  along  the  precipices  of  mount  Cau- 
cafus  :  and  a  narrow  path  was  laborioufly  formed  into  a  fafe  and 
fpacious  highway,  for  the  march  of  cavalry,  and  even  of  elephants. 
Gubazes  laid  his  perfon  and  diadem  at  the  feet  of  the  king  of  Perfia  ; 
his  Colchians  imitated  the  fubmifTion  of  their  prince ;  and  after  the 
walls  of  Petra  had  been  fhaken,  the  Roman  garrifon  prevented,  by 
a  capitulation,  the  impending  fury  of  the  laft  afTault.    But  the  Lazi 

84  See  the  amufing  letters  of  Pietro  della  1620,  he  converfed  with  Shah  Abbas,  and 
Valle,  the  Roman  traveller  (Viaggi,  torn.  ii.  ftrongly  encouraged  a  defign  which  might 
207.  209.  213.  215.  266.  286.  300.  torn.  iii.  have  united  Perfia  and  Europe  againft  their 
p.  54.  127.).   In  the  years  1618,  1619,  and   common  enemy  the  Turk. 
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foon  difcovered,  that  their  impatience  had  urged  them  to  chufe  an  C  H^  A  P. 

evil  more  intolerable  than  the  calamities  which  they  ftrove  to  efcape.'  v  — ^ 

The  monopoly  of  fait  and  corn  was  effectually  removed  by  the  lofs 

of  thofe  valuable  commodities.    The  authority  of  a  Roman  legifla- 

tor  was  fucceeded  by  the  pride  of  an  Oriental  defpot,  who  beheld 

with  equal  difdain,  the  Haves  whom  he  had  exalted,  and  the  kings 

whom  be  had  humbled  before  the  footftool  of  his  throne.  The 

adoration  of  fire  was  introduced  into  Colchos  by  the  zeal  of  the 

Magi:  their  intolerant  fpirit  provoked  the  fervour  of  a  Chriftian 

people  4  and  the  prejudice  of  nature  or  education  was  wounded  by 

the  impious  practice  of  expofing  the  dead  bodies  of  their  parents,  on 

the  fummit  of  a  lofty  tower,  to  the  crows  and  vultures  of  the  air85. 

Confcious  of  the  encreafing  hatred,  which  retarded  the  execution  of 

his  great  defigns,  the  juft  Nufhirvan  had  fecretly  given  orders  to 

afTaffinate  the  king  of  the  Lazi,  to  tranfplant  the  people  into  fome 

diftant  land,  and  to  fix  a  faithful  and  warlike  colony  on  the  banks 

of  the  Phafis.    The  watchful  jealoufy  of  the  Colchians  forefaw  and 

averted  the  approaching  ruin.    Their  repentance  was  accepted  at 

Conftantinople  by  the  prudence,  rather  than  the  clemency,  of  Juf- 

tinian  ;  and  he  commanded  Dagifteus,  with  feven  thoufand  Romans, 

and  one  thoufand  of  the  Zani,  to  expel  the  Perfians  from  the  coaft 

of  the  Euxine. 

The  fiege  of  Petra,  which  the  Roman  general,  with  the  aid  of  Siege  of 
the  Lazi,  immediately  undertook,  "  is  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  a.'d. 
actions  of  the  age.    The  city  was  feated  on  a  craggy  rock,  which    549  S5l« 
hung  over  the  fea,  and  communicated  by  a  fteep  and  narrow  path 

*s  See  Herodotus  (I.  i.  c.  140.  p.  69.),  421.),   demonftrates  that  the  burial  of  the 

who  fpeaks  with  diffidence,  Larcher  (torn,  i,  Perfian  kings  (Xenophon,  Cyropasd.  1.  viii. 

p.  399— 401.  Notes  fur  Herodote),  Procopius  p.  658. )i  Ti  -yap  T«T>j  i/ixjfaniTifO*  TO  W)  yr,  fA'X" 

(Perfic.  I.  i.  c.  11.).  and  Agathias  (J.  ii.  p. 61,  6w.i,  is  a  Greek  fiction,  and  that  their  tombs 

62.).    This  practice,  agreeable  to  the  Zen-  could  be  no  more  than  cenotaphs, 
davefta  (Hyde,  de  Relig.  Perf.  c.  34.  p.  414 — 

L  1  2  with 
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CHAP,  with  the  ian(]#    Since  the  approach  was  difficult,  the  attack  might 
v        .„»  be  deemed  impoffible  :  the  Perfian  conqueror  had  ltrengthened  the 
fortifications  of  Juftinian  ;  and  the  places  leaft  inacceffible  were 
covered  by  additional  bulwarks.    In  this  important  fortrefs,  the  vi- 
gilance of  Chofroes  had  depofited  a  magazine  of  offenfive  and  de- 
fenfive  arms,  fufficient  for  five  times  the  number,  not  only  of  the 
garrifon,  but  of  the  befiegers  themfelves.    The  flock  of  flour  and 
fait  provifions  was  adequate  to  the  confumption  of  five  years  ;  the 
want  of  wine  was  fupplied  by  vinegar,  and  of  grain  from  whence 
a  ftrong  liquor  was  extracted  ;  and  a  triple  aqueduct  eluded  the 
diligence,  and  even  the  fufpicions,  of  the  enemy.    But  the  firmeft 
defence  of  Petra  was  placed  in  the  valour  of  fifteen  hundred  Perfians, 
who  refifted  the  aflaults  of  the  Romans,  whilft,  in  a  fofter  vein  of 
earth,  a  mine  was  fecretly  perforated.     The  wall,  fupported  by 
flender  and  temporary  props,  hung  tottering  in  the  air ;  but  Da- 
gifteus  delayed  the  attack  till  he  had  fecured  a  fpecific  recompence  ; 
and  the  town  was  relieved  before  the  return  of  his  meffenger  from 
Conftantinople.    The  Perfian  garrifon  was  reduced  to  four  hundred 
men,  of  whom  no  more  than  fifty  were  exempt  from  ficknefs  or 
wounds  ;  yet  fuch  had  been  their  inflexible  perfeverance,  that  they 
concealed  their  lofTes  from  the  enemy,  by  enduring,  without  a  mur- 
mur, the  fight  and  putrefying  flench  of  the  dead  bodies  of  their  eleven 
hundred  companions.  After  their  deliverance,  the  breaches  were  haflily 
flopped  with  fand-bags  ;  the  mine  was  replenifhed  with  earth  ;  a  new 
wall  was  erected  on  a  frame  of  fubftantial  timber ;  and  a  frefh  garrifon 
of  three  thoufand  men  was  ftationed  at  Petra  to  fuftain  the  labours 
of  a  fecond  fiege.    The  operations  both  of  the  attack  and  defence, 
were  conducted  with  fkilful  obftinacy  ;   and  each  party  derived 
ufeful  leflbns  from  the  experience  of  their  pafi  faults.    A  battering- 
ram  was  invented,  of  lighf  conftruction  and  powerful  effect :  it  was 
tranfported  and  worked  by  the  hands  of  forty  foldiers  j  and  as  the 

3  ftones. 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


261 


(tones  were  loofened  by  its  repeated  ftrokes,  they  were  torn  with  CHAP, 
long  iron  hooks  from  the  wall.  From  thofe  walls,  a  mower  of  darts  _/ 
was  inceffantly  poured  on  the  heads  of  the  aflailants,  but  they  were 
mod  dangeroufly  annoyed  by  a  fiery  compofition  of  fulphur  and 
bitumen,  which  in  Colchos  might  with  fome  propriety  be  named 
the  oil  of  Medea.  Of  fix  thoufand  Romans  who  mounted  the  fcal- 
ing-ladders,  their  general  Beffas  was  the  firft,  a  gallant  veteran  of 
feventy  years  of  age :  the  courage  of  their  leader,  his  fall,  and  ex- 
treme danger,  animated  the  irrefiftible  effort  of  his  troops  ;  and  their 
prevailing  numbers  oppreffed  the  ftrength,  without  fubduing  the 
fpirit  of  the  Perfian  garrifon.  The  fate  of  thefe  valiant  men  deferves 
to  be  more  diftinctly  noticed.  Seven  hundred  had  periftied  in  the 
fiege,  two  thoufand  three  hundred  furvived  to  defend  the  breach. 
One  thoufand  and  feventy  were  deftroyed  with  fire  and  fword  in 
the  laft  affault ;  and  if  feven  hundred  and  thirty  were  made  pri- 
foners,  only  eighteen  among  them  were  found  without  the  marks 
of  honourable  wounds.  The  remaining  five  hundred  efcaped  into 
the  citadel,  which  they  maintained  without  any  hopes  of  relief,  re- 
jecting the  faireft  terms  of  capitulation  and  fervice,  till  they  were 
loft  in  the  flames.  They  died  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of 
their  prince ;  and  fuch  examples  of  loyalty  and  valour  might  excite 
their  countrymen  to  deeds  of  equal  defpair  and  more  profperous 
event.  The  inftant  demolition  of  the  works  of  Petra  confeifed  the 
aftonifhment  and  apprehenfion  of  the  conqueror. 

A  Spartan  would  have  praifed  and  pitied  the  virtue  of  thefe  heroic  The  Cor- 
llaves :  but  the  tedious  warfare  and  alternate  fuccefs  of  the  Roman  ^w°r,  La" 

and  Perfian  arms  cannot  detain  the  attention  of  pofterity  at  the  foot     „A"  D'< 

r         j  549— jS6* 

of  mount  Caucafus.  The  advantages  obtained  by  the  troops  of 
Juftinian  were  more  frequent  and  fplendid  ;  but  the  forces  of  the 
great  king  were  continually  fupplied,  till  they  amounted  to  eight 
elephants  and  feventy  thoufand  men,  including  twelve  thoufand  Scy- 
thian 
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CHAP,  thian  allies,  and  above  three  thoufand  Dilemites,  who  defcended  by 
v— — y. — /  their  free  choice  from  the  hills  of  Hyrcania,  and  were  equally  formi- 
dable in  clofe  or  in  diftant  combat.  The  fiege  of  Archasopolis,  a 
name  impofed  or  corrupted  by  the  Greeks,  was  raifed  with  fome 
lofs  and  precipitation  ;  but  the  Perfians  occupied  the  paries  of  Iberia  : 
Colchos  was  enflaved  by  their  forts  and  garrifons  ;  they  devoured  the 
fcanty  fuftenance  of  the  people  ;  and  the  prince  of  the  Lazi  fled  into 
the  mountains.  In  the  Roman  camp,  faith  and  difcipline  were  un- 
known ;  and  the  independent  leaders,  who  were  inverted  with  equal 
power,  difputed  with  each  other  the  pre-eminence  of  vice  and  cor- 
ruption. The  Perfians  followed,  without  a  murmur,  the  commands 
of  a  fmgle  chief,  who  implicitly  obeyed  the  inftructions  of  their  fu- 
preme  lord.  Their  general  was  diftinguifhed  among  the  heroes  of 
the  Eaft  by  his  wifdom  in  council  and  his  valour  in  the  field.  The 
advanced  age  of  Mermeroes,  and  the  lamenefs  of  both  his  feet, 
could  not  diminifh  the  activity  of  his  mind,  or  even  of  his  body  j 
and,  whilft  he  was  carried  in  a  litter  in  the  front  of  battle,  he  in- 
fpired  terror  to  the  enemy  and  a  juft  confidence  to  the  troops  who, 
under  his  banners,  were  always  fuccefsful.  After  his  death,  the 
command  devolved  to  Nacoragan,  a  proud  fatrap,  who,  in  a  con- 
ference with  the  Imperial  chiefs,  had  prefumed  to  declare  that  he 
difpofed  of  victory  as  abfolutely  as  of  the  ring  on  his  finger.  Such 
prefumption  was  the  natural  caufe  and  forerunner  of  a  fhameful 
defeat.  The  Romans  had  been  gradually  repulfed  to  the  edge  of 
the  fea-fhore ;  and  their  lafh  camp,  on  the  ruins  of  the  Grecian 
colony  of  Phafis,  was  defended  on  all  fides  by  ftrong  intrenchments, 
the  river,  the  Euxine,  and  a  fleet  of  gallies.  Defpair  united  their 
counfels  and  invigorated  their  arms :  they  withftood  the  affault  of  the 
Perfians ;  and  the  flight  of  Nacoragan  preceded  or  followed  the 
flaughter  of  ten  thoufand  of  his  bravefl  foldiers.  He  efcaped  from 
the  Romans,  to  fall  into  .  the  hands  of  an  unforgiving  matter,  who 

feverely 
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feverely  chaftifed  the  error  of  his  own  choice :  the  unfortunate  ge-  c  ^  A  p. 
neral  was  flayed  alive,  and  his  fkin,  fluffed  into  the  human  form,  *  -.-  _r 
was  expofed  on  a  mountain ;  a  dreadful  warning  to  thofe  who  might 
hereafter  be  entrufted  with  the  fame  and  fortune  of  Perfia86.  Yet 
the  prudence  of  Chofroes  infenfibly  relinquifhed  the  profecution  of  the 
Colchian  war,  in  the  juft  perfuafion,  that  it  is  impoflible  to  reduce,  or,  at 
leaft,  to  hold  a  diftant  country  againft  the  willies  and  efforts  of  its  in- 
habitants. The  fidelity  of  Gubazes  fuftained  the  moft  rigorous  trials. 
He  patiently  endured  the  hardihips  of  a  favage  life,  and  rejected, 
with  difdain,  the  fpecious  temptations  of  the  Perfian  court.  The 
king  of  the  Lazi  had  been  educated  in  the  Chriftian  religion ;  his 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  a  fenator ;  during  his  youth,  he  had 
ferved  ten  years  a  filentiary  of  the  Byzantine  palace87,  and  the  ar- 
rears of  an  unpaid  falary  were  a  motive  of  attachment  as  well  as  of 
complaint.  But  the  long  continuance  of  his  fufferings  extorted 
from  him  a  naked  reprefentation  of  the  truth  ;  and  truth  was  an 
unpardonable  libel  on  the  lieutenants  of  Juftinian,  who,  amidft  the 
delays  of  a  ruinous  war,  had  fpared  his  enemies  and  trampled  on  his 
allies.  Their  malicious  information  periuaded  the  em^eror?  that 
his  faithlefs  vaffal  already  meditated  a  fecond  def^tion  .  an  order 
was  furprifed  to  fend  him  prifoner  to  Conftap;Jin0p}e .  a  treacherous 
claufe  was  inferted,  that  he  might  be  lawfully  killed  in  cafe  of  re- 
fiftance  ;  and  Gubazes,  without  arms,  or  fufpicion  of  danger,  was 
ftabbed  in  the  fecurity  of  a  friendly  interview.  In  the  firft  mom  ents 
of  rage  and  defpair,  the  Colchians  would  have  facvinced  their  coun- 
try  and  religion  to  the  gratification  of  revenge.    But  the  authority 

rKTh?U/^ent  °p  ^^u'  cHve  C°U,a   WCre  thiny  ^ntWies,  who  are  ftyled  hartati 
not  be  introduced  into  Perna  by  Sapor  (Brif-    ante  fores  cubiculi     '  I 

fon  deRegnPerr.  Up  578  )   nor  could    noorable  tit,e,  .  whicT  ZlZrtZ 
it  be  copied  from  the  foohfli  tale  of  Marfyas    without  impofing  the  duties,  of  a  fenator  Cod 
the  Phrygian i  piper,  moft  foolifhly  quoted  as    Theodof.  1.  vi   tit.  2<.    Gotholed  rom 
a  precedent  by  Agathias(l.iv.  p.  I32jI33.).    ment.  torn.  ii.  p.  I2c,).  ^ 
87  In  the  palace  of  Conftantinople  there 

and 
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C  h  a  P.  and  eloquence  of  the  wifer  few,  obtained  a  falutary  paufe  :  the  vie- 

XLII. 

«i  *  *  tory  of  the  Phafis  reftored  the  terror  of  the  Roman  arms,  and  the 
emperor  was  folicitous  to  abfolve  his  own  name  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  fo  foul  a  murder.  A  judge  of  fenatorial  rank  was  commif- 
fioned  to  enquire  into  the  conduct,  and  death  of  the  king  of  the  Lazi. 
He  afcended  a  ftately  tribunal,  encompaffed  by  the  minifters  of  jus- 
tice and  puniihment :  in  the  prefence  of  both  nations,  this  extraor- 
dinary caufe  was  pleaded,  according  to  the  forms  of  civil  jurifpru- 
dence,  and  fome  fatisfadtion  was  granted  to  an  injured  people,  by 
the  fentence  and  execution  of  the  meaner  criminals 88. 

Negotiations      In  peace,  the  king  of  Perfia  continually  fought  the  pretences  of  a 

and  treaties  r 

•between       rupture ;  but  no  fooner  had  he  taken  up  arms,  than  he  exprened 
thofroes,an    his  defire  of  a  fafe  and  honourable  treaty.    During  the  lierceft  hofti- 
54^—^61.    h'ties,  the  two  monarchs  entertained  a  deceitful  negociation ;  and 
fuch  was  the  fuperiority  of  Chofroes,  that  whilft  he  treated  the  Ro- 
man minifters  with  infolence  and  contempt,  he  obtained  the  molt 
unprecedented  honours  for  his  own  ambaffadors  at  the  Imperial 
court.    The  fucceflbr  of  Cyrus  afTumed  the  majefty  of  the  Eaftern 
fun,  and  gracioufly  permitted  his  younger  brother  Juftinian  to  reign 
over  the  Weft,  with  the  pale  and  reflected  fplendour  of  the  moon. 
This  gigantic  ftyle  was  fupported  by  the  pomp  and  eloquence  of 
Ifdigune,  one  of  the  royal  chamberlains.    His  wife  and  daughters, 
with  a  train  of  eunuchs  and  camels,  attended  the  march  of  the  ara- 
baffador :  two  fatraps  with  golden  diadems  were  numbered  among 
his  followers :  he  was  guarded  by  five  hundred  horfe,  the  moft  va- 
liant of  the  Perfians  ;  and  the  Roman  governor  of  Dara  wifely  re- 
fufed  to  admit  more  than  twenty  of  this  martial  and  hoftile  caravan. 
When  Ifdigune  had  faluted  the  emperor,  and  delivered  his  prefents, 

88  On  thefe  judicial  orations,  Agathias  florid  rhetoric.  His  ignorance  or  careleflhefs 
(1.  iii.  p.  81  —  89.  *v-  P-  *°8 — "9-)  la-  overlooks  the  ftrongeft  argument  againfl;  the 
3/iflies  eighteen  or  twenty  pages  of  falfe  and   king  of  Lazica— his  former  revolt. 

he 
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lie  paffed  ten  months  at  Conftantinople  without  difcufling  any  fcri- 
cus  affairs.  Inftead  of  being  confined  to  his  palace,  and  receiving 
food  and  water  from  the  hands  of  his  keepers,  the  Perfian  ambafia- 
dor,  without  fpies  or  guards,  was  allowed  to  vifit  the  capital ;  and 
the  freedom  of  converfation  and  trade  enjoyed  by  his  domeftics, 
offended  the  prejudices  of  an  age,  which  rigoroufly  practifed  the  law 
of  nations,  without  confidence  or  courtefy89.  By  an  unexampled 
indulgence,  his  interpreter,  a  fervant  below  the  notice  of  a  Roman 
magiftrate,  was  feated,  at  the  table  of  Juftinian,  by  the  fide  of  his 
mafter ;  and  one  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  might  be  afligned  for  the 
expence  of  his  journey  and  entertainment.  Yet  the  repeated  labours 
of  Ifdigune  could  procure  only  a  partial  and  imperfect  truce,  which 
was  always  purchafed  with  the  treafures,  and  renewed  at  the  felicit- 
ation, of  the  Byzantine  court.  Many  years  of  fruitlefs  defolation 
elapfed  before  Juftinian  and  Chofroes  were  compelled,  hy  mutual 
laffitude,  to  confult  the  repofe  of  their  declining  age.  At  a  confer- 
ence held  on  the  frontier,  each  party,  without  expecting  to  gain 
credit,  difplayed  the  power,  the  juftice,  and  the  pacific  intentions  of 
their  refpective  fovereigns ;  but  necefiity  and  intereft  dictated  the 
treaty  of  peace,  which  was  concluded  for  a  term  of  fifty  years,  dili- 
gently compofed  in  the  Greek  and  Perfian  language,  and  attefted  by 
the  feals  of  twelve  interpreters.  The  liberty  of  commerce  and  reli- 
gion was  fixed  and  defined  ;  the  allies  of  the  emperor  and  the 
great  king  were  included  in  the  fame  benefits  and  obligations ;  and 
the  raoft  fcrupulous  precautions  wrere  provided  to  prevent  or  deter- 
mine the  accidental  difputes  that  might  arife  on  the  confines  of  two 
hoftile  nations.     After  twenty  years  of  deftructive  though  feeble 

Sp  Procopius  reprefents  the  pradtice  of  the  (Bufbequius,  epift.  Hi.  p.  149.  242,  &C.),  Ruf- 

Gothic  court  of  Ravenna  (Goth.  l.  i.  c.  7.)  ;  fia  (Voyage  d'Olearius),  and  China  (Nar- 

and  foreign  amhafl'adors  have  been  treated  rative  of  M.  de  Lange,  in  Bell';  Trayels, 

ivith  the  fame  jealoufy  and  rigour  in  Turkey  vol.  ii.  p.  189 — 3ii0« 

"Vol.  IV.  M  m  war, 
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CHAP,  war,  the  limits  ftill  remained  without  alteration ;  and  Chofroes  was 

XLII. 

«  perfuaded  to  renounce  his  dangerous  claim  to  the  poffeflion  or  fo- 

vereignty  of  Colchos  and  its  dependent  ftates.  Rich  in  the  accumu- 
lated treafures  of  the  Eaft,  he  extorted  from  the  Romans  an  annual 
payment  of  thirty  thoufand  pieces  of  gold ;  and  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
fum  revealed  the  difgrace  of  a  tribute  in  its  naked  deformity.  In  a 
previous  debate,  the  chariot  of  Sefoftris,  and  the  wheel  of  fortune, 
were  applied  by  one  of  the  minifters  of  Juftinian,  who  obferved 
that  the  reduction  of  Antioch,  and  fome  Syrian  cities,  had  elevated 
beyond  meafure  the  vain  and  ambitious  fpirit  of  the  Barbarian. 
"  You  are  miftaken,"  replied  the  modeft  Perfian  :  "  the  king  of 
"  kings,  the  lord  of  mankind,  looks  down  with  contempt  on  fuch  petty 
"  acquifitions ;  and  of  the  ten  nations,  vanquished  by  his  invincible 
"  arms,  he  efteems  the  Romans  as  the  leaft  formidable  9°."  Ac- 
cording to  the  Orientals,  the  empire  of  Nufhirvan  extended  from 
Ferganah  in  Tranfoxiana,  to  Yemen  or  Arabia  Falix.  He  fubdued 
the  rebels  of  Hyrcania,  reduced  the  provinces  of  Cabul  and  Zableftan 
on  the  banks  of  the  Indus,  broke  the  power  of  the  Euthalites,  ter- 
minated by  an  honourable  treaty  the  Turkifh  war,  and  admitted 
the  daughter  of  the  great  khan  into  the  number  of  his  lawful  wives. 
Victorious  and  refpected  among  the  princes  of  Afia,  he  gave  audience, 
in  his  palace  of  Madain,  or  Ctefiphon,  to  the  ambaffadors  of  the  world. 
Their  gifts  or  tributes,  arms,  rich  garments,  gems,  Haves,  or  aromatics, 
were  humbly  prefented  at  the  foot  of  his  throne;  and  he  condefcended 
to  accept  from  the  king  of  India,  ten  quintals  of  the  wood  of  aloes, 
a  maid  feven  cubits  in  height,  and  a  carpet  fofter  than  filk,  the  fkin, 
as  it  was  reported,  of  an  extraordinary  ferpent9'. 

90  The  negociations  and  treaties  between    cerpt.  Legat.  p.  132 — 147.)*    Confult  Bar- 
Juftinian  and  Chofroes  are  copioufly  explain-    beyrac,  Hill,  des  Anciens  Traites,  torn.  ii. 
ed  by  Procopius  (Perfic.  1.  ii.  c.  10.  13.  26,    p.  154.  181  —  184.  T93 — 20°' 
27,28.    Gothic.  I.  ii.  c.  11.  15.),  Agathias       81  D'Herbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient,  p.  680, 
(!.  iv.  p.  141,  142.),  and  Menander  (in  Ex-   681.  294,  295. 

Juftiniaa 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


267 


mans, 

C2Z. 


Juftinian  had  been  reproached  for  his  alliance  with  the  ./Ethiopians,  C  H  A  P. 

as  if  he  attempted  to  introduce  a  people  of  favage  negroes  into  the  '  «  ' 

fyftem  of  civilized  fociety.  But  the  friends  of  the  Roman  empire,  th^Abyffi-0*" 
the  Axumites,  or  Abyflinians,  may  be  always  diftinguifhed  from  the  Aiap 
original  natives  of  Africa91.  The  hand  of  nature  has  flattened  the 
nofes  of  the  negroes,  covered  their  heads  with  fhaggy  wool,  and  tinged 
their  fkin  with  inherent  and  indelible  blacknefs.  But  the  olive  com- 
plexion of  the  Abyflinians,  their  hair,  fhape,  and  features,  diftinctly 
mark  them  as  a  colony  of  Arabs ;  and  this  defcent  is  confirmed 
by  the  refemblance  of  language  and  manners,  the  report  of  an  an- 
cient emigration,  and  the  narrow  interval  between  the  mores  of  the 
Red  Sea.  Chriftianity  had  raifed  that  nation  above  the  level  of 
African  barbarifm93  :  their  intercourfe  with  Egypt,  and  the  fucceflbrs 
of  Conftantine9*,  had  communicated  the  rudiments  of  the  arts  and 
fciences ;  their  veflels  traded  to  the  ifle  of  Ceylon ss,  and  feven 
kingdoms  obeyed  the  Negus  or  fupreme  prince  of  Abyflinia.  The 
independence  of  the  Homerites,  who  reigned  in  the  rich  and  happy 
Arabia,  was  firft  violated  by  an  ./Ethiopian  conqueror  :  he  drew 

91  See  BufFon,  Hift.  Naturelle,  torn.  iii.  Appendix,  1694),  in  twenty-five  languages, 

p.  449.    This  Arab  caft  of  features  and  com-  could  add  little  concerning  its  ancient  hiftory. 

plexion,   which  has  continued  3400  years  Yet  the  fame  of  Caled,  or  Ellifthsus,  the  con- 

(Ludolph,  Hift.  et  Comment.  JEthiopic.  1.  i.  queror  of  Yemen,  is  celebrated  in  national 

c.  4.)  in  the  colony  of  Abyflinia,  will  juftdfy  fongs  and  legends. 

the  fufpicion,  that  race,  as  well  as  climate,       9+  The  negociations  of  Juftinian  with  the 

mult  have  contributed  to  form  the  negroes  of  Axumites,  or  Ethiopians,  are  recorded  by 

the  adjacent  and  fimilar  regions.  Procopius  (Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  19,  zo.)  and  John 

«  The  Portuguefe  miffionaries,  Alvarez  Malala  (torn.  ii.  p.  163—165.  193—196.). 

(Ramufio,  torn.  i.  fol.  204.  reft.  274.  verf.),  The  hiftorian  of  Antioch  quotes  the  original 

Bermudez  (Purchas's  Pilgrims,  vol.  ii.  1.  v.  narrative  of  the  ambalTador  Nonnofus,  of 

c.  7.  p.  1 149— 1188.),  Lobo  (Relation,  &c.  which  Photius  (Bibliot.  cod.  iii.)  has  pre- 

par  M.  le  Grand,  with  xv  Diftertations.  Pa-  ferved  a  curious  extract, 
ris,  1728),  and  Tellez  (Relations  de  There-       5s  The  trade  of  the  Axumites  to  the  coaft 

not,  part  iv.),  could  only  relate  of  modern  of  India  and  Africa,  and  the  ifle  of  Ceylon, 

Abyflinia  what  they  had  feen  or  invented,  is  curioufly  reprefented  by  Cofmas  Indico- 

The  erudition  of  Ludolphus  (Hift.  Ethio-  pleuftes  (Topograph.  Chriftian.  1. ii.  p.  13:. 

pica,  Exancofurt.  1681.  Commentarius,  1691.  138,  139,  140.  1.      p.  338,  339.). 

M  m  2  his 
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C  xlit  P       hereditary  from  the  queen  of  Sheba 9<s,  and  his  ambition 

*— v  '  was  fandified  by  religious  zeal.    The  Jews,  powerful  and  acti ve  in 

exile,  had  feduced  the  mind  of  Dunaan,  prince  of  the  Homerites-. 
They  urged  him  to  retaliate  the  perfecution  inflicted  by  the  Imperiai 
laws  on  their  unfortunate  brethren  :  fome  Roman  merchants  were 
injurioufly  treated;  and  feveral  Chriftians  of  Negra97  were  honour- 
ed with  the  crown  of  martyrdom93.  The  churches  of  Arabia  im- 
plored the  protection  of  the  Abyflinian  monarch.  The  Negus  pafled 
the  Red  Sea  with  a  fleet  and  army,  deprived  the  Jewifti  profelyte 
of  his  kingdom  and  life,  and  extinguished  a  race  of  princes,  who  had 
ruled  above  two  thoufand  years  the  fequeftered  region  of  myrrh  and 
frankincenfe.  The  conqueror  immediately  announced  the  victory  of 
the  gofpel,  requefted  an  orthodox  patriarch,  and  lo  warmly  profefTed 
his  friendfhip  to  the  Roman  empire,  that  Juftinian  was  flattered  by 
the  hope  of  diverting  the  filk-trade  through  the  channel  of  Abyf- 
finia,  and  of  exciting  the  forces  of  Arabia  againft  the  Perfian  king. 
Their  alii-  Nonnofus,  defcended  from  a  family  of  ambaifadors,  was  named  by 
jurtinlan^  tne  emperor  to  execute  this  important  commiffion.  He  wifely  de- 
A.  D.  533.  ciine(i  the  fhorter,  but  more  dangerous,  road  through  the  fandy  de- 
ferts  of  Nubia ;  afcended  the  Nile,  embarked  on  the  Red  Sea,  and 
fafely  landed  at  the  African  port  of  Adulis.  From  Adulis  to  the 
royal  city  of  Axume  is  no  more  than  fifty  leagues,  in  a  direct  line  > 
but  the  winding  paffes  of  the  mountains  detained  the  ambafTador 
fifteen  days  ;  and  as  he  traverfed  the  forefts,  he  faw,  and  vaguely 

96  Ludolph,  Hift.  et  Comment,  ^thiop.  9&  The  martyrdom  of  St.  Arethas,  prince 
1.  ii.  c.  3.  of  Negra,  and  his  three  hundred  and  forty 

97  The  city  of  Negra,  or  Nag'ran,  in  Ye-  companions,  is  embellilhed  in  the  legends  of 
men,  is  furrounded  with  palm-trees,  and  Metaphraftes  and  Nicephorus  Calliftus, copied 
ftands  in  the  high-road  between  Saana  the  by  Baronius  (A.D.  522.  N°  22 — 66.  A.D. 
capital,  and  Mecca;  from  the  former  ten,  523.  N°  16  — 29.),  and  refuted,  with  obfcure 
from  the  latter  twenty  days  journey  of  a  ca-  diligence,  by  Bafnage  (Hift.des  Juifs,  torn.  xii. 
ravan  of  camels  ( Abulfeda,  Defcript.  Arabia;,  1.  viii.  c.  ii.  p.  333 — 348.),  who  inveftigates 
p.  52.).  the  Hate  of  the  Jews  in  Arabia  and  ^Ethiopia. 

computed^ 
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computed,  about  five  thoufand  wild  elephants.    The  capital,  accord- 
ing to  his  report,  was  large  and  populous ;  and  the  village  of  Axume 
is  ftill  confpicuous  by  the  regal  coronations,  by  the  ruins  of  a  Chriftian 
temple,  and  by  fixteen  or  feventeen  obelifks  infcribed  with  Grecian 
characters But  the  Negus  gave  audience  in  the  open  field, 
feated  on  a  lofty  chariot,  which  was  drawn  by  four  elephants  fu- 
perbly  caparifoned,  and  furrounded  by  his  nobles  and  muficians. 
He  was  clad  in  a  linen  garment  and  cap,  holding  in  his  hand  two 
javelins  and  a  light  fhield  ;  and,  although  his  nakednefs  was  im- 
perfectly covered,  he  difplayed  the  Barbaric  pomp  of  gold  chains, 
collars,  and  bracelets,  richly  adorned  with  pearls  and  precious  ftones. 
The  ambaflador  of  Juftinian  knelt ;  the  Negus  raifed  him  from  the 
ground,  embraced  Nonnofus,  kifTed  the  feal,  perufed  the  letter,  ac- 
cepted the  Roman  alliance,  and,  brandifhing  his  weapons,  denounced 
implacable  war  againft  the  worfhippers  of  fire.    But  the  propofal 
of  the  filk-trade  was  eluded  ;   and  notwithstanding  the  affurances, 
and  perhaps  the  wifhes,  of  the  Abyflinians,  thefe  hoftile  menaces 
evaporated  without  effect:.    The  Homerites  were  unwilling  to  aban- 
don their  aromatic  groves,  to  explore  a  fandy  defert,  and  to  en- 
counter, after  all  their  fatigues,  a  formidable  nation  from  whom  they 
had  never  received  any  perfonal  injuries.  Inftead  of  enlarging  his  con- 
quefts,  the  king  of  ./Ethiopia  was  incapable  of  defending  his  pofleffions, 
Abrahah,  the  Have  of  a  Roman  merchant  of  Adulis,  affumed  the 
fceptre  of  the  Homerites  ;  the  troops  of  Africa  were  feduced  by  the 
luxury  of  the  climate ;  and  Juftinian  fclicited  the  friendfhip  of  the 
nfurper,  who  honoured,  with  a  flight  tribute,  the  fupremacy  of  his 
prince.    After  a  long  feries  of  profperity,  the  power  of  Abrahah 

99  Alvarez  (in  Ramufio,  torn.  i.  fol.  219    hundred  houfes  remain;  but  the  memory  of 
verf.  221  verf.)  faw  the  flourifliing  Hate  of   its  pad  greatnefs  is  preferved  by  the  regal  co- 
Axume  in  the  year  1520  — luogo  rnolto  buono    ronation  (Ludolph,  Hiit.  et  Comment.  1.  ii> 
e  grande.    It  was  ruined  in  the  fame  century'  c.  II.). 
by  the  Turkifli  invafion.    No  more  than  one 

was 
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CHAP,  was  overthrown  before  the  gates  of  Mecca  :  his  children  were  de- 

XLIf. 

i  i  „  '  fpoiled  by  the  Perfian  conqueror  ;  and  the  Ethiopians  were  finally 
expelled  from  the  continent  of  Afia.  This  narrative  of  obfcure  and 
remote  events  is  not  foreign  to  the  decline  and  fall  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire. If  a  Chriftian  power  had  been  maintained  in  Arabia,  Mahomet 
muft  have  been  cruihed  in  his  cradle,  and  Abymnia  would  have 
prevented  a  revolution  which  has  changed  the  civil  and  religious 
ftate  of  the  world  IO°. 

100  The  revolutions  of  Yemen  in  the  fixth  ders),  Pocock  (Specimen  Hilt.  Arab.  p.  62. 

century  muft  be  collected  from  Procopius  65.),  D'Herbelot  (Bibliot.  Orientale,  p.  12. 

(Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  19,  20.),  Theophanes  By-  477-)>  an^  Sale's  Preliminary  Difcourfe  and 

zant.  (apud  Phot.  cod.  lxiii.p.  80. ),  St.Theo-  Koran  (c.  105.).    The  revolt  of  Abrahah  is 

phanes  (in  Chronograph,  p.  144,  145.  188,  mentioned  by  Procopius ;  and  his  fall,  though 

189.  206,  207.  who  is  full  of  ftrange  blun-  clouded  with  miracles,  is  an  hiftorical  faft. 
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CHAP.  XLIII. 

Re be  I  lion s  of  Africa. — Reft  oration  of  the  Gothic  Kingdom 
by  Totila. — Lofs  and  Recovery  of  Rome. — Final  Con- 
queft  of  Italy  by  Narfes. — Extinblion  of  the  Oftro- 
goths. — Defeat  of  the  Franks  and  Alemanni. — Laft 
ViSlory,  D  if  grace,  and  Death  of  Belifarius. — Death 
and  CharaSler  of  Juftinian, — Comet,  Earthquakes, 
and  Plague. 

TH  E  review  of  the  nations  from  the  Danube  to  the  Nile  has  C  H  A  P. 
expofed  on  every  fide  the  weaknefs  of  the  Romans  ;  and  our  .  XL^IJI'  , 
wonder  is  reafonably  excited  that  they  mould  prefume  to  enlarge  an 
empire,  whofe  ancient  limits  they  were  incapable  of  defending.  But 
the  wars,  the  conquefts,  and  the  triumphs  of  Juftinian,  are  the  feeble 
and  pernicious  efforts  of  old  age,  which  exhauft  the  remains  of 
ftrength,  and  accelerate  the  decay  of  the  powers  of  life.  He  exulted 
in  the  glorious  a£t  of  reftoring  Africa  and  Italy  to  the  republic  ;  but 
the  calamities  which  followed  the  departure  of  Belifarius  betrayed 
the  impotence  of  the  conqueror,  and  accomplished  the  ruin  of  thofe 
unfortunate  countries. 

From  his  new  acquifitions,  Juftinian  expected  that  his  avarice,  as  The  troubles 
well  as  pride,  Ihould  be  richly  gratified.    A  rapacious  minifter  of  the  of  ^'d.' 
finances  clofely  purfued  the  footfteps  of  Belifarius  ;  and  as  the  old  535—545* 
regifters  of  tribute  had  been  burnt  by  the  Vandals,  he  indulged  his 
fancy  in  a  liberal  calculation  and  arbitrary  alfelTment  of  the  wealth 
18  of 
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C  H  A  P.  0f  Africa The  encreafe  of  taxes,  which  were  drawn  away  by  a 
aLUI.  J  J 

w — — '  cHftant  fovereign,  and  a  general  refumption  of  the  patrimony  or 
-crown  lands,  foon  difpelled  the  intoxication  of  the  public  joy  :  but 
the  emperor  was  infenfible  to  the  modeft  complaints  of  the  people, 
till  he  was  awakened  and  alarmed  by  the  clamours  of  military  dis- 
content. Many  of  the  Roman  foldiers  had  married  the  widows  and 
daughters  of  the  Vandals.  As  their  own,  by  the  double  right  of 
conqueft  and  inheritance,  they  claimed  the  eftates  which  Genferic 
had  afligned  to  his  -victorious  troops.  They  heard  with  difdain  the 
cold  and  felfifh  reprefentations  of  their  officers,  that  the  liberality  of 
Juflinian  had  raifed  them  from  a  favage  or  fervile  condition  ;  that 
they  were  already  enriched  by  the  fpoils  of  Africa,  the  treafure,  the 
flaves,  and  the  moveables  of  the  vanquifhed  Barbarians  ;  and  that 
the  ancient  and  lawful  patrimony  of  the  emperors  would  be  applied 
only  to  the  fupport  of  that  government  on  which  their  own  fafety 
and  reward  rauft  ultimately  depend.  The  mutiny  was  fecretly  in- 
flamed by  a  thoufand  foldiers,  for  the  raoft  part  Heruli,  who  had 
imbibed  the  doctrines,  and  were  inftigated  by  the  clergy,  of  the 
Arian  fed  ;  and  the  caufe  of  perjury  and  rebellion  was  fanctified  by 
the  difpenfing  powers  of  fanaticilm.  The  Arians  deplored  the  ruin 
of  their  church,  triumphant  above  a  century  in  Africa ;  and  they 
were  juftly  provoked  by  the  laws  of  the  conqueror,  which  inter- 
dicted the  baptifm  of  their  children  and  the  exercife  of  all  religious 
worfhip.  Of  the  Vandals  chofen  by  Belifarius,  the  far  greater  part, 
in  the  honours  of  the  Eaftern  fervice,  forgot  their  country  and  reli- 

*  For  the  troubles  of  Africa,  I  neither  have  the  viftory  of  Germanus  (c.  16,  17,  18. ),  the 

nor  defire  another  guide  than  Procopius,  whofe  fecond  adminiftration  of  Solomon  (c.  19,  20, 

eye  contemplated  the  image,  and  whofe  ear  21.),  the  government  of  Sergius  (c.  22,  23.), 

collected  the  reports,  of  the  memorable  events  of  Areobindus  (c.  24.),  the  tyranny  and  death 

of  his  own  times.    In  the  fecond  book  of  the  of  Gontharis  (c.  25,  26,  27,  28.) ;  nor  can  I 

Vandalic  war  he  relates  the  revolt  of  Stozas  difcern  any  fymptoms  of  flattery  or  malevo- 

(c.  14 — 24«)>  the  return  of  Belifarius  (c,  15.),  lence  in  his  various  portraits, 

10  gion. 
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gion.  But  a  generous  band  of  four  hundred  obliged  the  manners,  c  ^  a  p. 
when  they  were  in  fight  of  the  ifle  of  Lefbos,  to  alter  their  courfe  :  ■_*  -m~  _» 
they  touched  on  Peloponnefus,  ran  afhore  on  a  defert  coaft  of  Africa, 
and  boldly  erected,  on  mount  Aurafius,  the  ftandard  of  independence 
and  revolt.  While  the  troops  of  the  province  difclaimed  the  com- 
mands of  their  fuperiors,  a  confpiracy  was  formed  at  Carthage 
againft  the  life  of  Solomon,  who  rilled  with  honour  the  place  of 
Belifarius  ;  and  the  Arians  had  pioufly  refolved  to  facrifice  the 
tyrant  at  the  foot  of  the  altar,  during  the  awful  myfteries  of  the 
feftival  of  Eafter.  Fear  or  remorfe  reftrained  the  daggers  of  the 
alTaflins,  but  the  patience  of  Solomon  emboldened  their  diicontent  ; 
and  at  the  end  of  ten  days,  a  furious  fedition  was  kindled  in  the 
Circus,  which  defolated  Africa  above  ten  years.  The  pillage  of  the 
city,  and  the  indifcriminate  (laughter  of  its  inhabitants,  were  fuf- 
pended  only  by  darknefs,  fleep,  and  intoxication  :  the  governor, 
with  feven  companions,  among  whom  was  the  hiftorian  Procopius, 
efcaped  to  Sicily :  two  thirds  of  the  army  were  involved  in  the 
guilt  of  treafon ;  and  eight  thoufand  infurgents,  affembling  in  the 
field  of  Bulla,  elected  Stoza  for  their  chief,  a  private  foldier,  who 
pofTefTed  in  a  fuperior  degree  the  virtues  of  a  rebel.  Under  the 
malk  of  freedom,  his  eloquence  could  lead,  or  at  leaft  impel,  the 
paffions  of  his  equals.  He  raifed  himfelf  to  a  level  with  Belifarius, 
and  the  nephew  of  the  emperor,  by  daring  to  encounter  them  in 
the  field  ;  and  the  victorious  generals  were  compelled  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  Stoza  deferved  a  purer  caufe  and  a  more  legitimate 
command.  Vanquished  in  battle,  he  dextroufly  employed  the  arts 
of  negotiation  ;  a  Roman  army  was  feduced  from  their  allegiance, 
and  the  chiefs  who  had  trufted  to  his  faithlefs  promife  were  mur- 
dered by  his  order  in  a  church  of  Numidia.  When  every  refource, 
either  of  force  or  perfidy,  was  exhaufted,  Stoza,  with  ibme  de- 
Vol.  IV.  N  n  fperate 
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fperate  Vandals,  retired  to  the  wilds  of  Mauritania,  obtained  the 
daughter  of  a  Barbarian  prince,  and  eluded  the  purfuit  of  his  ene- 
mies, by  the  report  of  his  death.  The  perfonal  weight  of  Beli- 
farius,  the  rank,  the  fpirit,  and  the  temper  of  Germanus,  the  em- 
peror's nephew,  and  the  vigour  and  fuccefs  of  the  fecond  ad  mini- 
ftration  of  the  eunuch  Solomon,  rcflored  the  modefty  of  the  camp, 
and  maintained  for  a  while  the  tranquillity  of  Africa.  But  the 
vices  of  the  Byzantine  court  were  felt  in  that  diltant  province ; 
the  troops  complained  that  they  were  neither  paid  nor  relieved,  and 
as  foon  as  the  public  diforders  were  fufficiently  mature,  Stoza  was 
again  alive,  in  arms,  and  at  the  gates  of  Carthage.  He  fell  in  a 
fingle  combat,  but  he  fmilcd  in  the  agonies  of  death,  when  he  was 
informed  that  his  own  javelin  had  reached  the  heart  of  his  anta- 
gonift.  The  example  of  Stoza,  and  the  afTurance  that  a  fortunate 
foldier  had  been  the  firft  king,  encouraged  the  ambition  of  Gon- 
tharis,  and  he  promifed,  by  a  private  treaty,  to  divide  Africa  with 
the  Moors,  if,  with  their  dangerous  aid,  he  mould  afcend  the 
throne  of  Carthage.  The  feeble  Areobindus,  unfkilled  in  the  affairs 
of  peace  and  war,  was  railed,  by  his  marriage  with  the  niece  of 
Juftinian,  to  the  office  of  Exarch.  He  was  fuddenly  opprelfed  by 
a  fedition  of  the  guards,  and  his  abjecl:  fupplications,  which  pro- 
voked the  contempt,  could  not  move  the  pity,  of  the  inexorable 
tyrant.  After  a  reign  of  thirty  days,  Gontharis  himfclf  was  ftabbed 
at  a  banquet  by  the  hand  of  Artaban  ;  and  it  is  fingular  enough, 
that  an  Armenian  prince,  of  the  royal  family  of  Arfaccs,  fhould  re- 
cftablifh  at  Carthage  the  authority  of  the  Roman  empire.  In  the 
conlpiracy  which  uniheathed  the  dagger  of  Brutus  againft  the  life 
of  Caefar,  every  circumftance  is  curious  and  important  to  the  eyes 
of  polterity  :  but  the  guilt  or  merit  of  thefe  loyal  or  rebellious  af- 
fallins  could  intereft  only  the  contemporaries  of  Procopius,  who, 

by 
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by  their  hopes  and  fears,  their  friendfhip  or  refentmcnt,  were  per-  c  H  A  P. 

fonally  engaged  in  the  revolutions  of  Africa*.  v  , — 

That  country  was  rapidly  finking  into  the  ftate  of  barbarifm,  from  Rebellion  of 
whence  it  had  been  raifed  by  the  Phoenician  colonics  and  Roman      A.  D.*' 
laws:  and  every  ftep  of  inteftine  difcord  was  marked  by  fome  de-    543_S)  ' 
plorable  victory  of  favagc  man  over  civilized  focicty.    The  Moors*, 
though  ignorant  of  juftice,  were  impatient  of  oppreflion  :  their  va- 
grant life  and  boundlefs  wildernefs  difappointcd  the  arms,  and 
eluded  the  chains,  of  a  conqueror  ;  and  experience  had  fhewn,  that 
neither  oaths  nor  obligations  could  fecure  the  fidelity  of  their  at- 
tachment.   The  victory  of  mount  Auras  had  awed  them  into  mo- 
mentary fubmhTion  ;  but  if  they  refpectcd  the  character  of  Solomon, 
they  hated  and  defpifed  the  pride  and  luxury  of  his  two  nephews, 
Cyrus  and  Sergius,  on  whom  their  uncle  had  imprudently  beftowed 
the  provincial  governments  of  Tripoli  and  Pentapolis.    A  Moorifh 
tribe  encamped  under  the  walls  of  Leptis,  to  renew  their  alliance, 
and  receive  from  the  governor  the  cuftomary  gifts.    Fourfcore  of 
their  deputies  were  introduced  as  friends  into  the  city  ;  but  on  the 
dark  fufpicion  of  a  confpiracy,  they  were  mafTacrcd  at  the  table  of 
Sergius ;  and  the  clamour  of  arms  and  revenge  was  re-echoed  through 
the  vallies  of  mount  Atlas,  from  both  the  Syrtes  to  the  Atlantic  ocean. 
A  perfonal  injury,  the  unjuft  execution  or  murder  of  his  brother, 
rendered  Antalas  the  enemy  of  the  Romans.    The  defeat  of  the 
Vandals  had  formerly  fignalized  his  valour;  the  rudiments  of  juftice 
and  prudence  were  ftill  more  confpicuous  in  a  Moor  j  and  while  he 

5  Yet  I  mud  not  refufe  htm  the  merit  of  3  The  Moorifh  wars  are  occnfionally  intro- 

painting,  in  lively  colours,  the  murder  of  duced  into  the  narrative  of  Procopiui  (Van- 

Gontharis.    One  of  the  aflaffins  uttered  a  dai.  1.  ii.  c.  19 — 23.  25.  z~,  28.  Gothic, 

fentiment  not  unworthy  of  a  Roman  patriot :  l.iv.  c.  17.);   and  Theophancs  adds  fome 

*'  If  I  fail,"  faid  Artafires,  "  in  the  firft  ftrokc,  profperous  and  adverfe  events  in  the  lad  yeari 

"  kill  me  on  the  fpot,  left  the  rack  (hould  cx-  of  juftinian. 
"  tort  a  difcovery  of  my  accomplices." 

N  n  2  laid 
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C  vt  m  P"        Aclrumetum  in  afhes,  he  calmly  adrnonifhed  the  emperor  that 

-X.J_.111. 

«  \r— -*  the  peace  of  Africa  might  be  fecured  by  the  recall  of  Solomon  and 

his  unworthy  nephews.  The  exarch  led  forth  his  troops  from  Car- 
thage :  but,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  days  journey,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Tebefte 4,  he  was  aftonifhed  by  the  fuperior  numbers  and 
fierce  afpecl:  of  the  Barbarians.  He  propofed  a  treaty ;  folicited  a 
reconciliation  ;  and  offered  to  bind  himfelf  by  the  moft  folemn  oaths. 
"  By  what  oaths  can  he  bind  himfelf  ?"  interrupted  the  indignant 
Moors.  "  Will  he  fwear  by  the  gofpels,  the  divine  books  of  the 
"  Chriftians  ?  It  was  on  thofe  books  that  the  faith  of  his  nephew 
"  Sergius  was  pledged  to  eighty  of  our  innocent  and  unfortunate 
"  brethren.  Before  we  truft  them  a  fecond  time,  let  us  try  their 
"  efficacy  in  the  chaftifement  of  perjury  and  the  vindication  of  their 
"  own  honour."  Their  honour  was  vindicated  in  the  field  of  Te- 
befte,  by  the  death  of  Solomon,  and  the  total  lofs  of  his  army.  The 
arrival  of  frefh  troops  and  more  fkilful  commanders,  foon  checked 
the  infolence  of  the  Moors  ;  feventeen  of  their  princes  were  flain  in 
the  fame  battle  ;  and  the  doubtful  and  tranfient  fubmiflion  of  their 
tribes  was  celebrated  with  lavifh  applaufe  by  the  people  of  Con- 
ftantinople.  Succeflive  inroads  had  reduced  the  province  of  Africa 
to  one  third  of  the  meafure  of  Italy ;  yet  the  Roman  emperors  con- 
tinued to  reign  above  a  century  over  Carthage,  and  the  fruitful  coaft 
of  the  Mediterranean.  But  the  victories  and  the  loffes  of  Juftinian 
were  alike  pernicious  to  mankind  ;  and  fuch  was  the  defolation  of 
Africa,  that  in  many  parts  a  ftranger  might  wander  whole  days 

4  Now  Tibefh,  in  the  kingdom  of  Algiers,  warlike.    It  appears  from  an  infcription, 

It  is  watered  by  a  river,  the  Sujerafs,  which  that,  under  the  reign  of  Adrian,  the  road 

falls  into  the  Mejerda  ( Bagradas).    Tibelh  from  Carthage  to  Tebefte  was  conftrufted  by 

is  (till  remarkable  for  its  walls  of  large  Hones  the  third  legion   (Marmol,  Defcription  de 

(like  the  Colifeum  of  Rome),  a  fountain,  l'Afrique,  torn.  ii.  p.  442,  443.  Shaw's 

and  a  grove  of  walnut-trees :  the  country  is  Travels,  p.  64,  65,  66.). 
fruitful,  and  the  neighbouring  Bereberes  are 

without 
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without  meeting  the  face  either  of  a  friend  or  an  enemy.  The  c  H  A  p. 
nation  of  the  Vandals  had  difappeared  :  they  once  amounted  to  an  * 
hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  warriors,  without  including  the  children, 
the  women,  or  the  flaves.  Their  numbers  were  infinitely  furpaffed 
by  the  number  of  the  Moorifh  families  extirpated  in  a  relentlefs 
war ;  and  the  fame  deftru&ion  was  retaliated  on  the  Romans  and 
their  allies,  who  perifhed  by  the  climate,  their  mutual  quarrels,  and 
the  rage  of  the  Barbarians.  When  Procopius  firft  landed,  he  ad- 
mired the  populoufnefs  of  the  cities  and  country,  ftrenuoufly  ex- 
ercifed  in  the  labours  of  commerce  and  agriculture.  In  lefs  than 
twenty  years,  that  bufy  fcene  was  converted  into  a  filent  folitude ; 
the  wealthy  citizens  efcaped  to  Sicily  and  Conftantinople  ;  and  the 
fecret  hiftorian  has  confidently  affirmed,  that  five  millions  of  Afri- 
cans were  confumed  by  the  wars  and  government  of  the  emperor 
Juftinian5. 

The  jealoufy  of  the  Byzantine  court  had  not  permitted  Belifarius  Revolt  of  the 
to  atchieve  the  conqueft  of  Italy  :  and  his  abrupt  departure  revived  A*  d!*-4©. 
the  courage  of  the  Goths fi,  who  refpected  his  genius,  his  virtue,  and 
even  the  laudable  motive  which  had  urged  the  fervant  of  Juftinian 
to  deceive  and  reject  them.  They  had  loft  their  king  (an  incon- 
fideraWe  lofs),  their  capital,  their  treafures,  the  provinces  from  Sicily 
to  the  Alps,  and  the  military  force  of  two  hundred  thoufand  Bar- 
barians, magnificently  equipped  with  horfes  and  arms.  Yet  all 
was  not  loft,  as  long  as  Pavia  was  defended  by  one  thoufand  Goths, 
infpired  by  a  fenfe  of  honour,  the  love  of  freedom,  and  the  memory 
of  their  paft  great nefs.    The  fupreme  command  was  unanimoufly 

5  Procopius,  Anecdot.  c.  18.  The  feries  lefs  interefting  than  in  the  former  period,  he 
of  the  African  hiftory  attefts  this  melancholy  allots  only  half  the  ipace  to  double  the  time, 
truth.  Jornandes,  and  the  Chronicle  of  Marcellinus, 

6  In  the  fecond  (c.  30.)  and  third  books  afford  fome  collateral  hints.  Sigonius,  Pagi, 
(c,  !_^.o.),  Procopius  continues  the  hiftory  Muratori,  Mafcou,  and  De  Buat,  are  ufeful, 
of  the  Gothic  war  from  the  fifth  to  the  fif-  and  have  been  ufed. 

teenth  year  of  Juftinian.    As  the  events  are 

1  ^  offered 
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Viclories  of 
Totila,  king 
of  Jialy, 
A.  D. 

541—544- 


offered  to  the  brave  Uraias ;  and  it  was  in  his  eves  alone  that  the 
difgrace  of  his  uncle  Vitiges  could  appear  as  a  reafon  of  exclufion. 
His  voice  inclined  the  election  in  favour  of  Hildibald,  whofe  per- 
fonal  merit  was  recommended  by  the  vain  hope  that  his  kinfman 
Theudes,  the  Spanifh  monarch,  would  fupport  the  common  in- 
tereft  of  the  Gothic  nation.  The  fuccefs  of  his  arms  in  Liguria  and 
Venctia  feemed  to  juftify  their  choice  ;  but  he  foon  declared  to 
the  world,  that  he  was  incapable  of  forgiving  or  commanding  his 
benefactor.  The  confort  of  Hildibald  was  deeply  wounded  by  the 
beauty,  the  riches,  and  the  pride  of  the  wife  of  Uraias ;  and  the 
death  of  that  virtuous  patriot  excited  the  indignation  of  a  free  peo- 
ple. A  bold  afTaffin  executed  their  fentence,  by  ftriking  off  the 
head  of  Hildibald  in  the  midft  of  a  banquet  :  the  Rugians,  a  foreign 
tribe,  affumed  the  privilege  of  election ;  and  Totila,  the  nephew  of 
the  late  king,  was  tempted,  by  revenge,  to  deliver  himfelf  and  the 
garrifon  of  Trevigo  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans.  But  the  gal- 
lant and  accomplished  youth  was  eafily  perfuaded  to  prefer  the 
Gothic  throne  before  the  fervice  of  Juftinian ;  and  as  foon  as  the 
palace  of  Pavia  had  been  purified  from  the  Rugian  ufurper,  he  re- 
viewed the  national  force  of  five  thoufand  foldiers,  and  generoufly 
undertook  the  reftoration  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 

The  fucceflfors  of  Belifarius,  eleven  generals  of  equal  rank,  ne- 
glected to  crulh  the  feeble  and  difunited  Goths,  till  they  were  roufed 
to  action  by  the  progrefs  of  Totila  and  the  reproaches  of  Juftinian. 
The  gates  of  Verona  were  fecretly  opened  to  Artabazus,  at  the  head 
of  one  hundred  Perfians  in  the  fervice  of  the  empire.  The  Goths  fled 
from  the  city.  At  the  diftance  of  fixty  furlongs  the  Roman  generals 
halted  to  regulate  the  divifion  of  the  fpoil.  While  they  difputed,  the 
enemy  difcovered  the  real  number  of  the  victors  :  the  Perfians  were 
inftantly  overpowered,  and  it  was  by  leaping  from  the  wall  that  Ar- 
tabazus preferved  a  life  which  he  loft  in  a  few  days  by  the  lance  of 
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a  Barbarian,  who  had  defied  him  to  Tingle  combat.    Twenty  thou-  C  H^A  p. 
fand  Romans  encountered  the  forces  of  Totila,  near  Faenza,  and  < — ^ — i 
on  the  hills  of  Mugello,  of  the  Florentine  territory.    The  ardour  of 
freed  men,  who  fought  to  regain  their  country,  was  oppofed  to  the 
languid  temper  of  mercenary  troops,  who  were  even  deftitute  of 
the  merits  of  ftrong  and  well-difciplined  fervitude.     On  the  firft 
attack  they  abandoned  their  enfigns,  threw  down  their  arms,  and 
difperfed  on  all  fides  with  an  active  fpeed,  which  abated  the  lofs, 
whilft.it  aggravated  the  ihame,  of  their  defeat.    The  king  of  the 
Goths,  who  blufiied  for  the  bafenefs  of  his  enemies,  purlued  with 
rapid  ,  fteps  the  path  of  honour  and  victory.    Totila  pa  fled  the  Po, 
traverfed  the  Apennine,  fufpendcd  the  important  conqueft  of  Ra- 
venna, Florence, .  and  Rome,  and  marched  through  the  heart  of 
Italy,  to  form  the  fiege,  or  rather  the  blockade,  of  Naples.  The 
Roman  chiefs,  imprifoned  in  their  refpective  cities,  and  accufing 
each  other  of  the  common  difgrace,  did  not  prefume  to  difturb  his 
enterprife.    But  the  emperor,  alarmed  by  the  diftrefs  and  danger  of 
his  Italian  conquefts,  difpatched  to  the  relief  of  Naples  a  fleet  of 
gallies  and  a  body  of  Thracian  and  Armenian  foldiers.    They  land- 
ed in  Sicily,  which  yielded  its  copious  {tores  of  provifions  ;  but  the 
delays  of  the  new  commander,  an  unwarlike  magiftrate,  protracted 
the  fufferings  of  the  befieged  ;  and  the  fuccours,  which  he  dropt 
with  a  timid  and  tardy  hand,  were  fuccelTively  intercepted  by  the 
armed  veflfels  ftationed  by  Totila  in  the  bay  of  Naples.    The  princi- 
pal officer  of  the  Romans  was  dragged,  with  a  rope  round  his  neck, 
to  the  foot  of  the  wall,  from  whence,  with  a  trembling  voice,  he 
exhorted  the  citizens  to  implore,  like  himlelf,  the  mercy  of  the  con- 
queror.   They  requested  a  truce,  with  a  promife  of  furrendering 
the  city,  if  no  effectual  relief  fhould  appear  at  the  end  of  thirty 
days.    Inftead  of  one  month,  the  audacious  Barbarian  granted  them 
three )  in  the  juft  confidence  that  famine  would  anticipate  the  term  of 

their 
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CHAP,  their  capitulation.    After  the  reduction  of  Naples  and  Cumse,  the 

xliii.  r  .  .  r  ' 

» — -v— — i  provinces  of  Lucania,  Apulia,  and  Calabria,  fubmitted  to  the  king 

of  the  Goths.  Totila  led  his  army  to  the  gates  of  Rome,  pitched 
his  camp  at  Tibur,  or  Tivoli,  within  twenty  miles  of  the  capital, 
and  calmly  exhorted  the  fenate  and  people  to  compare  the  tyranny 
of  the  Greeks  with  the  bleffings  of  the  Gothic  reign. 
Contraft  of  The  rapid  fuccefs  of  Totila  may  be  partly  afcribed  to  the  revolu- 
vicean  v.r-  wjjjc|j  three  years  experience  had  produced  in  the  fentiments 

of  the  Italians.  At  the  command,  or  at  leaft  in  the  name,  of  a 
Catholic  emperor,  the  pope7,  their  fpiritual  father,  had  been  torn 
from  the  R-oman  church,  and  either  ftarved  or  murdered  on  a  de- 
folate  iflaud  8.  The  virtues  of  Belifarius  were  replaced  by  the  va- 
rious or  uniform  vices  of  eleven  chiefs,  at  Rome,  Ravenna,  Florence, 
Perugia,  Spoleto,  &c.  who  abufed  their  authority  for  the  indulgence 
of  luft  or  avarice.  The  improvement  of  the  revenue  was  committed 
to  Alexander,  a  fubtle  fcribe,  long  prattifed  in  the  fraud  and  oppref- 
fion  of  the  Byzantine  fchools ;  and  whofe  name  of  PfalliRion^  the 
fc'ijfars 9,  was  drawn  from  the  dextrous  artifice  with  which  he  re- 
duced the  fize,  without  defacing  the  figure,  of  the  gold  coin. 
Inftead  of  expecting  the  reftoration  of  peace  and  induftry,  he  im- 
pofed  an  heavy  affeffment  on  the  fortunes  of  the  Italians.  Yet  his 
prefent  or  future  demands  were  lefs  odious  than  a  profecution  of 
arbitrary  rigour  againft  the  perfons  and  property  of  all  thofe,  who, 
under  the  Gothic  kings,  had  been  concerned  in  the  receipt  and  ex- 

7  Sylverius,   bifliop  of  Rome,  was  fiift       8  Palmaria,  a  fmall  ifland,  oppofite  to  Ter- 

tranfported  to  Patara,  in  Lycia,  and  at  length  racina  and  the  coaft  of  the  Volfci  (Cluver. 

ftarved  (Tub  eorum  cuftodia  inedia  confe&us)  Ital.  Antiq.  1.  iii.  c.  7.  p.  1014.). 
in  the  ifle  of  Palmaria,  A.  D.  53S.  June  20       s>  As  the  Logothete  Alexander,  and  moft 

(Liberat.  in  Breviar.  c.  22.    Anaftafius,  in  of  his  civil  and  military  colleagues,  were 

Sylverio.  Baronius,  A.  D.  540.   N°  2,-3.  either  difgraced  or  defpifed,  the  ink  of  the 

Pagi,  in  Vit.  Pont.  torn.  i.  p.  285,  286.).  Anecdotes  (c.  4,  5.  18.)  is  fcarcely  blacker 

Procopius  (Anecdot.  c.  1.)  accufes  only  the  than  that  of  the  Gothic  Hiftory  (1.  iii.  c.  1. 

emprefs  and  Antonina.  3,  4.  9.  20,  21,  &c). 
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penditure  of  the  public  money.  The  fubjects  of  Juftinian,  who  c  H  A  p. 
efcaped  thefe  partial  vexations,  were  opprefled  by  the  irregular  main-  1 — -v — * 
tenance  of  the  foldiers,  whom  Alexander  defrauded  and  defpifed  ; 
and  their  hafty  fallies  in  queft  of  wealth,  or  fubfiftence,  provoked 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  await  or  implore  their  deliverance 
from  the  virtues  of  a  Barbarian.  Totila10  was  chafte  and  temperate  ; 
and  none  were  deceived,  either  friends  or  enemies,  who  depended 
on  his  faith  or  his  clemency.  To  the  hufbandmen  of  Italy  the 
Gothic  king  iflued  a  welcome  proclamation,  enjoining  them  to  pur- 
fue  their  important  labours,  and  to  reft  affured,  that,  on  the  pay- 
ment of  the  ordinary  taxes,  they  mould  be  defended  by  his  valour 
and  difcipline  from  the  injuries  of  war.  The  ftrong  towns  he  fuc- 
ceflively  attacked  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  had  yielded  to  his  arms,  he 
demolifhed  the  fortifications ;  to  fave  the  people  from  the  calamities 
of  a  future  fiege,  to  deprive  the  Romans  of  the  arts  of  defence,  and 
to  decide  the  tedious  quarrel  of  the  two  nations,  by  an  equal  and 
honourable  conflict  in  the  field  of  battle.  The  Roman  captives  and 
deferters  were  tempted  to  enlift  in  the  fervice  of  a  liberal  and  cour- 
teous adverfary ;  the  flaves  were  attracted  by  the  firm  and  faithful 
promife,  that  they  mould  never  be  delivered  to  their  matters ;  and 
from  the  thoufand  warriors  of  Pavia,  a  new  people,  under  the  fame 
appellation  of  Goths,  was  infenfibly  formed  in  the  camp  of  Totila. 
He  fincerely  accomplished  the  articles  of  capitulation,  without  feek- 
ing  or  accepting  any  finifter  advantage  from  ambiguous  expreffions 
or  unforefeen  events  :  the  garrifon  of  Naples  had  ftipulated,  that 
they  fhould  be  tranfported  by  fea  ;  the  obftinacy  of  the  winds  pre- 
vented their  voyage,  but  they  were  generoufly  fupplied  with  horfes, 
provifions,  and  a  fafe-conduct  to  the  gates  of  Rome.    The  wives  of 

,0  Procopius  (I.  Hi.  c.  2.  8,  &c.)  does  ample  were  happy  to  forget  the  vices  of  their  country- 
and  willing  judice  to  the  meritof  Totila.  The  men  in  ilie  contemplation  of  Barbaric  virtue. 
Roman  hillorians,  from  Salluft  and  Tacitus, 
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c      £  p*  the  fenators,  who  had  been  furprifed  in  the  villas  of  Campania, 

v— — ,  1  were  reftored,  without  a  ranfom,  to  their  hufbands  ;  the  violation  of 

female  chaftity  was  inexorably  chaftifed  with  death  ;  and,  in  the  fa- 
lutary  regu^uon  of  the  diet  of  the  familhed  Neapolitans,  the  con- 
queror aflumed  the  office  of  an  humane  and  attentive  phyfician. 
The  virtues  of  Totila  are  equally  laudable,  whether  they  proceeded 
from  true  policy,  religious  principle,  or  the  inftinct  of  humanity  : 
he  often  harangued  his  troops  ;  and  it  was  his  conftant  theme,  that 
national  vice  and  ruin  are  infeparably  connected  j  that  victory  is 
the  fruit  of  moral  as  well  as  military  virtue  ;  and  that  the  prince, 
and  even  the  people,  are  refponfible  for  the  crimes  which  they  ne- 
glect to  punifh. 

Second  com-  The  return  of  Belifarius  to  fave  the  country  which  he  had  fub- 
Hftrias  in  duea<,  was  prefled  with  equal  vehemence  by  his  friends  and  enemies  ; 
ItalA  D  anc*  t^ie  Gothic  war  was  imP°fe(l  as  a  truft  or  an  exile  on  the  ve- 
544 — 548.  teran  commander.  An  hero  on  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  a  Have 
in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople,  he  accepted,  with  reluctance,  the 
painful  tafk  of  fupporting  his  own  reputation,  and  retrieving  the 
faults  of  his  fuccelfors.  The  fea  was  open  to  the  Romans  :  the 
fhips  and  foldiers  were  affembled  at  Salona,  near  the  palace  of  Dio- 
cletian ;  he  refrefhed  and  reviewed  his  troops  at  Pola  in  Iflria, 
coafted  round  the  head  of  the  Hadiiatic,  entered  the  port  of  Ra- 
venna, and  difpatched  orders,  rather  than  fupplies,  to  the  fubordi- 
nate  cities.  His  firft  public  oration  was  addreffed  to  the  Goths  and 
Romans,  in  the  name  of  the  emperor,  who  had  fufpended  for  a 
while  the  conqueft  of  Perfia,  and  liftened  to  the  prayers  of  his  Ita- 
lian fubjects.  He  gently  touched  on  the  caufes  and  the  authors  of 
the  recent  difafters ;  ftriving  to  remove  the  fear  of  punimment  for 
the  pad,  and  the  hope  of  impunity  for  the  future,  and  labouring, 
with  more  zeal  than  fuccefs,  to  unite  all  the  members  of  his  govern- 
ment in  a  firm  league  of  affection  and  obedience.    Juftinian,  his 
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gracious  matter,  was  inclined  to  pardon  and  reward  ;  and  it  was 
their  intereft,  as  well  as  duty,  to  reclaim  their  deluded  brethren,  who 
had'  been  feduced  by  the  arts  of  the  ufurper.  Not  a  man  was 
tempted -to  defert  the  ftandard  of  the  Gothic  king.  Belifarius  foon 
difcovered,  that  he  was  fent  to  remain  the  idle  and  impotent  fpecta- 
tor  of  the  glory  of  a  young  Barbarian  ;  and  his  own  epiftle  exhibits 
a  genuine  and  lively  picture  of  the  diftrefs  of  a  noble  mind.  "  Moft 
*'  excellent  prince,  we  are  arrived  in  Italy,  deftitute  of  all  the  ne- 
"  ceffary  implements  of  war,  men,  horfes,  arms,  and  money.  In 
"  our  late  circuit  through  the  villages  of  Thrace  and  Illyricum,  we 
•*  have  collected,  with  extreme  difficulty,  about  four  thoufand  re- 
'*  emits,  naked,  and  unfkilled  in  the  ufe  of  weapons  and  the  ex- 
"  ercifes  of  the  camp.  The  foldiers  already  Rationed  in  the  pro- 
*'  vince  are  difcontented,  fearful,  and  difmayed ;  at  the  found  of 
"  an  enemy,  they  difmifs  their  horfes,  and  caft  their  arms  on  the 
"  ground.  No  taxes  can  be  raifed,  fince  Italy  is  in  the  hands  of 
"  the  Barbarians  :  the  failure  of  payment  has  deprived  us  of  the 
"  right  of  command,  or  even  of  admonition.  Be  aiTured,  dread  fir, 
"  that  the  greater  part  of  your  troops  have  already  deferted  to  the 
**  Goths.  If  the  war  could  be  atchieved  by  the  prefence  of  Belifa- 
"  rius  alone,  your  wilhes  are  fatisfied  ;  Belifarius  is  in  the  midft  of 
**  Italy.  But  if  you  defire  to  conquer,  far  other  preparations  are 
**  requifite ;  without  a  military  force,  the  title  of  general  is  an  empty 
"  name.  It  would  be  expedient  to  reftore  to  my  fervice  my  own 
*c  veterans  and  domeftic  guards.  Before  I  can  take  the  field,  I 
"  muft  receive  an  adequate  fupply  of  light  and  heavy  armed  troops  ; 
"  and  it  is  only  with  ready  money  that  you  can  procure  the  indif- 
**  penfable  aid  of  a  powerful  body  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Huns".'* 

11  Procof  i  js,  1.  iii.  c.  12.    The  foul  of  an    a&s  with  the  elaborate  and  often  empty 
hero  is  deeply  imprelTed  on  the  letter;  nor    fpeeches  of  the  Byzantine  hiftorians. 
can  we  confound  fuch  genuine  and  original 
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CHAP.  An  officer  in  whom  Belifarius  confided  was  fent  from  Ravenna  to 

XLHL  , 
k,  -.—  _f  haften  and  conduct  the  iuccours  ;  but  the  menage  was  neglected, 

and  the  mefienger  was  detained  at  Constantinople  by  an  advan- 
tageous marriage.  After  his  patience  had  been  exhaufted  by  delay 
and  difappointment,  the  Roman  general  repaired  the  Hadriatic,  and 
expected  at  Dyrrachium  the  arrival  of  the  troops,  which  were  flowly 
aiTernbled  among  the  fubjects  and  allies  of  the  empire.  His  powers 
were  ftill  inadequate  to  the  deliverance  of  Rome,  which  was  clofely 
befieged  by  the  Gothic  king.  The  **\ppian  way,  a  march  of  forty 
days,  was  covered  by  the  Barbarians  ;  and  as  the  prudence  of  Beli- 
farius declined  a  battle,  he  preferred  the  fafe  and  fpeedy  navigation, 
of  live  days  from  the  coaft  of  Epirus  to  the  mouth  of  the  Tyber. 
Ro-rif  be-  After  reducing  by  force,  or  treaty,  the  towns  of  inferior  note  in 
GoitI?  by  x"z  the  midland  provinces  of  Italy,  Totila  proceeded,  not  to  arTault,  but 
A*  D.  546,  t0  encompafs  and  ftarve  the  ancient  capital.  Rome  was  afHicted  by 
the  avarice,  and  guarded  by  the  valour,  of  Bellas,  a  veteran  chief 
of  Gothic  extraction,  who  filled,  with  a  garrifon  cf  three  thoufand 
foldiers,  the  fpacious  circle  of  her  venerable  walls.  From  the  diftrefs 
of  the  people  he  extracted  a  profitable  trade,  and  fecretly  rejoiced 
in  the  continuance  of  the  fiege.  It  was  for  his  ufe  that  the  granaries 
had  been  repleniihed  :  the  charity  of  pope  Vigilius  had  purchafed' 
and  embarked  an  ample  fupply  of  Sicilian  corn  ;  but  the  veiTels 
which  efcaped  the  Barbarians  were  feized  by  a  rapacious  governor, 
who,  imparted  a  fcanty  fuftenance  to  the  foldiers,  and  fold  the  re- 
mainder to  the  wealthy  Romans.  The  medimnus,  or  fifth  part  of 
the  quarter  of  wheat,  was  exchanged  for  feven  pieces  of  gold  ;  fifty 
pieces  were  given  for  an  ox,  a  rare  and  accidental  prize  j  the  pro- 
grefs  of  famine  enhanced  this  exorbitant  value,  and  the  mercenaries 
were  tempted  to  deprive  themielves  of  the  allowance  which  was 
fcarcely  furlicient  for  the  lupport  of  life.  A  taftelefs  and  unwhole- 
fome  mixture,  in  which  the  bran  thrice  exceeded  the  quantity  of 
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Hour,  appeafed  the  hunger  of  the  poor;  they  were  gradually  re-  CHAP. 

duced  to  feed  on  dead  horfes,  dogs,  cats,  and  mice,  and  eagerly   v  t — 

to  fnatch  the  grafs,  and  even  the  nettles  which  grew  among  the 
ruins  of  the  city.  A  crowd  of  fpcctres,  pale  and  emaciated,  their 
bodies  oppreffed  with  difeafe,  and  their  minds  with  defpair,  fur- 
rounded  the  palace  of  the  governor,  urged,  with  unavailing  truth, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  mafter  to  maintain  his  flaves,  and  humbly 
requefted,  that  he  would  provide  for  their  fubfiftence,  permit  their 
flight,  or  command  their  immediate  execution.  BefTas  replied,  with 
unfeeling  tranquillity,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  feed,  unfafe  to  dif- 
mifs,  and  unlawful  to  kill,  thei  fubjects  of  the  emperor.  Yet  the 
example  of  a  private  citizen  might  have  fhewn  his  countrymen  that 
a  tyrant  cannot  withhold  the  privilege  of  death.  Pierced  by  the 
cries  of  five  children,  who  vainly  called  on  their  father  for  bread,  he 
ordered  them  to.  follow  his  fteps,  advanced  with  calm,  and  filent.de- 
fpair  to  one  of  the  bridges  of  the  Tyber,  and,  covering  his  face, 
threw  himfelf  headlong  into  the  ftream,  in  the  prefence  of  his  fa- 
mily and  the  Roman  people.  To  the  rich  and  pufillanimousy  BefTas" 
fold  the  permiffion  of  departure  ;  but.  the  greater!:  part  of  the  fugi- 
tives expired  on  the  public  highways,  or  were  intercepted  by  the 
flying  parties  of  Barbarians.  In  the  mean  while,  the  artful  governor 
foothed  the  diicontent,  and  revived  the  hopes,  of  the  Romans,  by 
the  vague  reports  of  the  fleets  and  armies  which  were  haftening  to 
their  relief  from  the  extremities  of  the  Eaft.  They  derived  more 
rational  comfort  from  the  affuranca  that  Belifarius  had  landed  at 
the  port ;  and,  without  numbering  his  forces,  they  firmly  relied  on 
the  humanity,  the  courage,  and  the  fkill  of  their  great  deliverer. 

11  The  avarice  of  BeiTas'is  not  di/Tembled  true  to  the  merits  and  defefts  of  his  charac* 

by  Proccpius  (I.  iii.  c.  17.  22.).  He  expiated  ter.    The  chaflifement  which  the  author  of 

the  !ofs  of  Rome  by  the  glorious  conqueft  of  the  romance  of  Belifaire  has  inflicled  on  the 

Petrjea  (Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  12.):  but  the  fame  oppreflbr  of  Rome,  is  more  agreeable  to  juftice 

vices  followed  him  from  the  Tyber  to  the  than  to  hiftory. 
Phafis  (c.  13  );  and  the  hiltorian  is  equally 
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C  -?t  t^t  P"  fosefight  of  Totila  had  raifed  obftacles  worthy  cf  fuch  an 

v— — .  antagonist..    Ninety  furlongs  below  the  city,  in  the  narrowed  part 

Belifarius.      of  the  river,  he  joined  the  two  banks  by  ftrong  and  folid  timbers  in 
the  form  of  a  bridge  ;  on  which  he  erected  two  lofty  towers,  man- 
ned by  the  braveft  of  his  Goths,  and  profufely  ftored  with  miflile 
weapons  and  engines  of  offence.    The  approach  of  the  bridge  and 
towers  was  covered  by  a  flrong  and  maily  chain  of  iron ;  and  the 
chain,  at  either  end,  on  the  oppofite  fides  of  the  Tyber,  was  de- 
fended by  a  numerous  and  chofen  detachment  of  archers.    But  the 
enterprife  of  forcing  thefe  barriers,  and  relieving  the  capital,  difplays 
a  mining  example  of  the  boldnefs  and  conduct  of  Belifarius.  His 
cavalry  advanced  from  the  port  along  the  public  road,  to  awe  the 
motions,  and  diffract  the  attention,  of  the  enemy.    His  infantry 
and  provifions  were  difiributed  in  two  hundred  large  boats ;  and 
each  boat  was  fhielded  by  an  high  rampart  of  thick  planks,  pierced 
with  many  fmall  holes  for  the  diicharge  of  miffile  weapons.    In  the 
front,  two  large  veffels  were  linked  together  to  fuftain  a  floating 
caftle,  which  commanded  the  towers  of  the  bridge,  and  contained  a 
magazine  of  fire,  fulphur,  and  bitumen.   -The  whole  fleet,  which 
the  general  led  in  perfon,  was  laborioufly  moved  againfl  the  cur- 
rent of  the  river.    The  chain  yielded  to  their  weight,  and  the  ene- 
mies who  guarded  the  banks  were  either  flain  or  Mattered.    As  foon 
as  they  touched  the  principal  barrier,  the  fire-ihip  was  inftantly 
grappled  to  the  bridge ;   one  of  the  towers,  with  two  hundred 
Goths,  was  confirmed  by  the  flames  ;  the  afiinlants  mouted  victory  ; 
and  Rome  was  faved,  if  the  wifdom  of  Belifarius  had  not  been 
defeated  by  the  mifcondudt  of  his  officers.    He  had  previoufly  fent 
orders  to  BefTas  to  fecond  his  operations  by  a  timely  fally  from  the 
town  ;   and  he  had  fixed  his  lieutenant,  Ifaac,  by  a  peremptory 
command,  to  the  flation  of  the  port.    But  avarice  rendered  BefTas 
immovable ;  while  the  youthful  ardour  of  Ifaac  delivered  him  into 

2  the 
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the  hands  of  a  fuperior  enemy.    The  exaggerated  rumour  of  his  c      A  P. 

defeat  was  haftily  carried  to  the  ears  of  Belifarius :  he  paufed  ;  be-        v  1 

trayed  in  that  fingle  moment  of  his  life  fome  emotions  of  furprife 
and  perplexity  ;  and  reluctantly  founded  a  retreat  to  fave  his  wife 
Antonina,  his  treafures,  and  the  only  harbour  which  he  poffeffed  on 
the  Tufcan  coaft.  The  vexation  of  his  mind  produced  an  ardent 
and  almoir.  mortal  fever ;  and  Rome  was  left  without  protection  to 
the  mercy  or  indignation  of  Totila.  The  continuance  of  hoflilities 
had  embittered  the  national  hatred  :  the  Arian  clergy  was  ignomi- 
nioufly  driven  from  Rome ;  Pelagius,  the  archdeacon,  returned 
without  fuccefs  from  an  embaffy  to  the  Gothic  camp  ;  and  a  Sici- 
lian bilhop,  the  envoy  or  nuncio  of  the  pope,  was  deprived  of  both 
his  hands,  for  daring  to  utter  falfehoods  in  the  fervice  of  the  church 
and  ftate. 

Famine  had  relaxed  the  ftreno;th  and  difcipline  of  the  ^arrifon  of  Ronie  t5ken 

b,  .  °  .  bv  the  Goths, 

Rome.  They  could  derive  no  effectual  fervice  from  a  dying  peo-  A.  D.  5^.6, 
pie;  and  the  inhuman  avarice  of  the  merchant  at  length  abforbed  Dec' 
the  vigilance  of  the  governor.  Four  Ifaurian  centinels,  while  their 
companions  flept,  and  their  officers  were  abfent,  defcended  by  a  rope 
from  the  wall,  and  fecretly  propofed  to  the  Gothic  king  to  intro- 
duce his  troops  into  the  city.  The  offer  was  entertained  with  cold- 
nefs  and  fufpicion  ;  they  returned  in  fafety  ;  they  twice  repeated 
their  viiit  ;  the  place  was  twice  examined  ;  the  confpiracy  was 
known  and  difregarded  ;  and  no  fconer  had  Totila  confented  to  the 
attempt,  than  they  unbarred  the  Afmarian  gate,  and  gave  admittance 
to  the  Goths.  Till  the  dawn  of  day,  they  halted  in  order  of  battle, 
apprehenfive  of  treachery  or  ambufh  ;  but  the  troops  of  Beffa?,  with 
their  leader,  had  already  efcaped  ;  and  when  the  king  was  preffed 
to  difturb  their  retreat,  he  prudently  replied,  that  no  fight  could  be 
more  grateful  than  that  of  a  flying  enemy.  The  patricians,  who 
were  ftill  poffcffcd  of  horfes,  Decius,  Bafilius,  &c.  accompanied  the 

governor ; 
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c  H  A  P.  governor ;  their  brethren,  among  whom  Olybrius,  Oreftes,  and 
s— — r~  jj  Maximus,  are  named  by  the  hiftorian,  took  refuge  in  the  church 
of  St.  Peter  :  but  the  aflertion,  that  only  five  hundred  -perfons  re- 
mained in  the  capital,  infpires  fome  doubt  of  the  fidelity  either  of 
his  narrative  or  of  his  text.  As  foon  as  day-light  bsd  difplayed  the 
entire  victory  of  the  Goths,  their  monarch  devoutly  vifited  the 
tomb  of  the  prince  of  the  apoftles  ;  but  while  he  prayed  at  the  altar, 
twenty-five  foldiers,  and  fixty  citizens,  were  put  to  the  fword  in  the 
veftibule  of  the  temple.  The  archdeacon  Pelagius'3  ftood  before 
him  with  the  gofpels  in  his  hand.  "  O  Lord,  be  merciful  to  your 
"  fervant."  "  Pelagius,"  faid  Totila,  with  an  infulting  fmile,  "  your 
M  pride  now  condefcends  to  become  a  fuppliant."  "  I  am  a.  fup- 
"  pliant,"  replied  the  prudent  archdeacon;  "  God  has  now  made 
**  us  your  fubjects  ;  and,  as  your  fubjec~b,  we  are  entitled  to  your 
**  clemency."  At  his  humble  prayer,  the  lives  of  the  Remans  were 
fpared  ;  and  the  chaftity  of  the  maids  and  matrons  was  preferved  in- 
violate from  the  paffions  of  the  hungry  foldiers.  But  they  were 
rewarded  by  the  freedom  of  pillage,  after  the  mod  precious  fpoils 
had  been  referved  for  the  royal  treafury.  The  houfes  of  the  fenators 
were  plentifully  ftored  with  gold  and  lilver ;  and  the  avarice  of 
BefTas  had  laboured  with  fo  much  guilt  and  fhame  for  the  benefit 
of  the  conqueror.  In  this  revolution,  the  fons  and  daughters  of 
Pvoman  coaful*  tailed  the  mifery  which  they  had  fpurncd  or  re- 
lieved, wandered  in  tattered  garments  through  the  ftreets  of  the 
city,  and  begged  their  bread,  perhaps  without  fuccefs,  before  the  gates 
of  their  hereditary  manfions.  The  riches  of  Rufticiana,  the  daughter 
of  Symmachus  and  widow  of  Eoethius,  had  been  generoufiy  devoted 

predecc/Tor.  See  the  originr.l  lives  of  the  popes 
under  the  name  of  Anailafius  (Muratori, Script. 
Rer.  ltalicarum,  torn.  iii.  P.  i.  p.  130,  131.)* 
who  relates  fevera!  curious  incidents  of  the 
fieges  of  Rome  end  the  wars  cf  Italy. 

to 


'3  During  the  long  exile,  and  after  the  death 
cf  Vigilins,  the  Roman  church  was  govern- 
ed, at  firil  by  the  archdeacon,  and  at  length 
A.  D.  555)  by  the  pope  Pelagius,  who  was 
not  thougnt  guihlefs  of  the  fuiferings  of  his 
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to  alleviate  the  calamities  of  famine.  But  the  Barbarians  were  ex- 
afperated  by  the  report,  that  {he  had  prompted  the  people  to  over- 
throw the  flatues  of  the  great  Theodoric  ;  and  the  life  of  that  vene- 
rable matron  would  have  been  facrificed  to  his  memory,  if  Totila 
had  not  refpected  her  birth,  her  virtues,  and  even  the  pious  motive 
of  her  revenge.  The  next  day  he  pronounced  two  orations,  to  con- 
gratulate and  admoniih  his  victorious  Goths,  and  to  reproach  the 
fenate,  as  the  vileft  of  {laves,  with  their  perjury,  folly,  and  ingrati- 
tude ;  fternly  declaring,  that  their  eftates  and  honours  were  juftly 
forfeited  to  the  companions  of  his  arms.  Yet  he  confented  to  for- 
give their  revolt,  and  the  fenators  repaid  his  clemency  by  difpatch- 
ing  circular  letters  to  their  tenants  and  vaffals  in  the  provinces  of 
Italy,  ftndly  to  enjoin  them  to  defert  the  ftandard  of  the  Greeks, 
to  cultivate  their  lands  in  peace,  and  to  learn  from  their  matters  the 
duty  of  obedience  to  a  Gothic  fovereign.  Againft  the  city  which 
had  fo  long  delayed  the  courfe  of  his  victories  he  appeared  inexo- 
rable :  one-third  of  the  walls,  in  different  parts,  were  demoliihed  by 
his  command ;  fire  and  engines  prepared  to  confume  or  fubvert  the 
,moft  {lately  works  of  antiquity ;  and  the  world  was  aftonifhed  by 
the  fatal  decree,  that  Rome  fhould  be  changed  into  a  pafture  for 
cattle.  The  firm  and  temperate  remonftrance  of  Belifarius  fuf- 
pended  the  execution  ;  he  warned  the  Barbarian  not  to  fully  his 
fame  by  the  deftrudlion  of  thofe  monuments  which  were  the  glory 
of  the  dead,  and  the  delight  of  the  living ;  and  Totila  was  perfuaded, 
by  the  advice  of  an  enemy,  to  preferve  Rome  as  the  ornament  qf 
his  kingdom,  or  the  faireft  pledge  of  peace  and  reconciliation.  When 
he  had  fignified  to  the  ambaffadors  of  Belifarius,  his  intention  of 
fparing  the  city,  he  ftationed  an  army  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  furlongs,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  Roman  general. 
With  the  remainder  of  his  forces,  he  marched  into  Lucania  and 
Vol.  IV.  P  p  Apulia, 
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P-  Apulia,  and  occupied  on  the  fummit  of  mount  Garganus14  one  of 
^  the  camps  of  Hannibal'5.  The  fenators  were  dragged  in  his  train, 
and  afterwards  confined  in  the  fortreflfes  of  Campania :  the  citizens, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  were  difperfed  in  exile  ;  and  dur- 
ing forty  days  Rome  was  abandoned  to  defolaie  and  dreary  foli- 
tude ,6. 

by  The  lofs  of  Rome  was  fpeedily  retrieved  by  an  action,  to  which, 
,  according  to  the  event,  the  public  opinion  would  apply  the  names 
of  rafhnefs  or  heroifm.  After  the  departure  of  Totila,  the  Roman 
general  fallied  from  the  port  at  the  head  of  a  thoufand  horfe,  cut 
in  pieces  the  enemy  who  oppofed  his  progrefs,  and  vifited  with 
pity  and  reverence  the  vacant  fpace  of  the  eternal  city.  Refolved 
to  maintain  a  ftation  fo  confpicuous  in  the  eyes  of  mankind,  he 
fummoned  the  greateft  part  of  his  troops  to  the  ftandard  which  he 
erected  on  the  Capitol  :  the  old  inhabitants  were  recalled  by  the 
love  of  their  country  and  the  hopes  of  food  ;  and  the  keys  of 
Rome  were  fent,  a  fecond  time,  to  the  emperor  Juftinian.  The 
walls,  as  far  as  they  had  been  demolifhed  by  the  Goths,  were  re- 
paired with  rude  and  diffimilar  materials ;  the  ditch  was  reftored ; 
iron  fpikes'7  were  profufely  fcattered  in  the  highways  to  annoy  the 


14  Mount  Garganus,  now  Monte  St.  An- 
gelo,  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  runs  three 
hundred  ftr.dia  into  the  Adriatic  fea  (Strab. 
I.  vi.  p.  456.) i  and  in  the  darker  ages  was  il- 
luftrated  by  the  apparition,  miracles,  and 
church  cf  St.  Michael  the  archangel.  Ho- 
race, a  native  of  Apulia  orLucania,  hid  feen 
the  elms  and  oaks  of  Garganus  labouring  and 
bellowing  with  the  north  wind  that  blew  on  that 
lofty  coaft  (Carm.  ii.  9.    Epift.  ii.  i.  201.). 

15  I  cannot  afcertain  this  particular  camp 
of  Hannibal  ;  but  the  Punic  quarters  were 
long  and  often  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Arpi 
(T.  Liv.  xxii.  9.  12.  xxiv.  3,  &c). 

'*  Totila  ....  Romam  ingreditur  .  .  .  .  ac 


evertit  muros  domos  aliquantas  igr.i  combu- 
rens,  ac  omr.es  Romanorum  res  in  prsdam 
accepit,  hos  ipfos  Romanos  in  Campaniam 
captives  -.bduxit.  Poft  quam  devaftationem, 
xl  aut  amplius  dies,  Roma  fuit  ita  defolata, 
ut  nemo  ibi  hominum,  nifi  (nulla?)  beftiaj 
morarentur  (Marcellin.  in  Chron.  p.  54.). 

17  The  tributi  are  fmall  engines  with  fo'jr 
fpikes,  one  fixed  in  the  ground,  the  three 
others  erect  or  adverfe  (Procopius,  Gothic. 
1.  iii.  c.  24.  Juft.  Lipfius,  Poliorceti>,  I.  v. 
c.  3.).  The  metaphor  was  borrowed  from 
the  tribuli  (land '  caltrops  J ',  an  herb  with  a 
prickly  fruit,  common  in  Italy  (Martin,  ad 
Virgil.  Georgic.  i.  153.  vol.  ii.  p.  33.). 

feet 
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feet  of  the  horfes  ;  and  as  new  gates  could  not  fuddenly  be  procured,  CHAP, 
the  entrance  was  guarded  by  a  Spartan  rampart  of  his  bravelt  ioldiers. 
At  the  expiration  of  twenty- five  days,  Totila  returned  by  hafty 
marches  from  Apulia,  to  avenge  the  injury  and  difgrace.  Belifarius 
expected  his  approach.    The  Goths  were  thrice  repuifed  in  three 
general  afiaults  ;  they  loft  the  flower  of  their  troops ;   the  royal 
ftandard  had  almoft  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  the  fame 
of  Totila  funk,  as  it  had  rifen,  with  the  fortune  of  his  arms.  What- 
ever {kill  and  courage  could  atchieve,  had  been  performed  by  the 
Roman  general :  it  remained  only,  that  Juftinian  fhould  terminate, 
by  a  ftrong  and  feafonable  effort,  the  war  which  he  had  ambitioufly 
undertaken.    The  indolence,  perhaps  the  impotence,  of  a  prince 
who  defpifed  his  enemies,  and  envied  his  fervants,  protracted  the 
calamities  of  Italy.    After  a  long  filence,  Belifarius  was  commanded 
to  leave  a  fufficient  garrifon  at  Rome,  and  to  tranfport  himfelf  into 
the  province  of  Lucania,  whofe  inhabitants,  inflamed  by  Catholic 
zeal,  had  caft  away  the  yoke  of  their  Arian  conquerors.    In  this 
ignoble  warfare,  the  hero,  invincible  againft  the  power  of  the  Bar- 
barians, was  bafely  vanquished  by  the  delay,  the  difobedience,  and  the 
cowardice  of  his  own  officers.    He  repofed  in  his  winter-quarters  of 
Crotona,  in  the  full  afiurance,  that  the  two  paffes  of  the  Lucanian  hills 
were  guarded  by  his  cavalry.    They  were  betrayed  by  treachery  or 
weaknefs  ;  and  the  rapid  march  of  the  Goths  fcarcely  allowed  time 
fcr  the  efcape  of  Belifarius  to  the  coaft  of  Sicily.    At  length  a  fleet 
and  army  were  affembled  for  the  relief  of  Rufcianum,  or  RofTano15, 
a  fortrefs  fixty  furlongs  from  the  ruins  of  Sybaris,  where  the  nobles 
of  Lucania  had  taken  refuge.    In  the  firft  attempt,  the  Roman  forces 

18  Rufcia,  the  navale  Tburiorum,  was  tranf-  eftate  of  the  duke  of  Congliano  (RiedefeJ, 

ferred  to  the  diftance  of  fixty  ftadia  to  Rufci-  Travels  into  Magna  Grxcia  and  Sicily,  p.  1 66 

anum,  RofTano,  an  archbifhopric  without  fuf-  — 1 7 1 .  J . 
fragans.    The  republic  of  Sybaris  is  now  the 

P  p  2  were 
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C  xlin  P'  WCre  ^iflipated  by  a  ftorm.     In  the  fecond  they  approached  the 
c — „ — ji  Ihore  ;  but  they  law  the  hills  covered  with  archers,  the  landing- 
place  defended  by  a  line  of  fpears,  and  the  king  of  the  Goths  im- 
patient for  battle.    The  conqueror  of  Italy  retired  with  a  figh,  and 
continued  to  languifh,  inglorious  and  inactive,  till  Antonina,  who 
had  been  fent  to  Constantinople  to  folicit  fuccours,  obtained,  after 
the  death  of  the  emprefs,  the  permiflion  of  his  return. 
Final  recal  of      The  five  laft  campaigns  of  Belifarius  might  abate  the  envy  of  his 
a^dV^s,    competitors,  whofe  eyes  had  been  dazzled  and  wounded  by  the  blaze 
September.    c£  j^g  former  glory.    Inft,ead  of  delivering  Italy  from  the  Goths,  he 
had  wandered  like  a  fugitive  along  the  coaft,  without  daring  to 
march  into  the  country,  or  to  accept  the  bold  and  repeated  challenge 
of  Totila.    Yet  in  the  judgment  of  the  few  who  could  difcriminate 
counfels  from  events,  and  compare  the  inftruments  with  the  execution, 
he  appeared  a  more  confummate  matter  of  the  art  of  war,  than  in 
the  feafon  of  his  profperity,  when  he  prefented  two  captive  kings 
before  the  throne  of  J.uftinian.    The  valour  of  Belifarius  was  not 
chilled  by  age  ;  his  prudence  was  matured  by  experience,  but  the 
moral  virtues  of  humanity  and  juftice  feem  to  have  yielded  to  the 
hard  neceffity  of  the  times.    The  parfimony  or  poverty  of  the  em- 
peror compelled  him  to  deviate  from  the  rule  of  conduct  which 
had  deferved  the  love  and  confidence  of  the  Italians.    The  war  was 
maintained  by  the  oppreffion  of  Ravenna,  Sicily,  and  all  the  faithful 
fubje&s  of  the  empire  ;  and  the  rigorous  profecution  of  Herodian 
provoked  that  injured  or  guilty  officer  to  deliver  Spoleto  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  avarice  of  Antonina,  which  had  been  fome- 
times  diverted  by  love,  now  reigned  without  a  rival  in  her  breaft. 
Belifarius  himfelf  had  always  undei  flood,  that  riches,  in  a  corrupt 
age,  are  the  fupport  and  ornament  of  perfonal  merit.    And  it  can- 
not be  prefumed  that  he  mould  ftain  his  honour  for  the  public 
fervice,  without  applying  a  part  of  the  fpoil  to  his  private  emclu- 
7  mentv 
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ment.    The  hero  had  efcaped  the  fword  cf  the  Barbarians,  but  the  CHAP. 

dagger  of  confpiracy'9  awaited  his  return.    In  the  midft  of  wealth   *  — _> 

and  honours,  Artaban,  who  had  chaftifed  the  African  tyrant,  com- 
plained of  the  ingratitude  of  courts.    He  afpired  to  Prsejecta,  the 
emperor's  niece,  who  wimed  to  reward  her  deliverer  ;  but  the  im- 
pediment of  his  previous  marriage  was  afferted  by  the  piety  of 
Theodora.    The  pride  of  royal  defcent  was  irritated  by  flattery  ; 
and  the  fervice  in  which  he  gloried,  had  proved  him  capable  of  bold 
and  fanguinary  deeds.    The  death  of  Juftinian  was  rcfolved,  but 
the  confpirators  delayed  the  execution  till  they  could  furprife  Beli- 
farius  diiarmed,  and  naked,  in  the  palace  of  Conftantinoplc.    Not  a 
hope  could  be  entertained  of  making  his  long-tried  fidelity;  and 
they  juftly  dreaded  the  revenge,  or  rather  juftice,  of  the  veteran  ge- 
neral, who  might  fpeedily  afTemble  an  army  in  Thrace  to  punifh  the 
aflaflins,  and  perhaps  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  crime.  Delay 
afforded  time  for  rafti  communications  and  honeft   confeffions  : 
Artaban  and  his  accomplices  were  condemned  by  the  fenate,  but  the 
extreme  clemency  of  Juftinian  detained  them  in  the  gentle  confine- 
ment of  the  palace,  till  he  pardoned  their  flagitious  attempt  againft 
his  throne  and  life.    If  the  emperor  forgave  his  enemies,  he  muft 
cordiallv  embrace   a  friend  whofe  victories  were   alone  remem- 
bered,  and  who  was  endeared  to  his  prince  by  the  recent  cir- 
cumftance  of  their  common  danger.    Belifarius  repofed  from  his 
toils,  in  the   high  ftation  of  general  of  the  Eaft  and  count  of 
the  domeftics  ;   and  the  older  confute  and  patricians  refpectfully 
yielded  the  precedency  of  rank  to  the  peerlefs  merit  of  the  firft 
of  the  Romans20.    The  firft  of  the  Romans  ftill  fubmitted  to  be 

19  This  confpiracy  is  related  by  Procopius  Goth.  1.  iii.  c.  35.  1.  iv.  c  21.}.  The  title 
(Gothic.  I.  iii.  c.  31,  37..)  with  fuch  freeJom  of  ir^T/.yoc  is  ill  tranflated,  at  Iealt  in  this 
and  candour,  that  the  liberty  of  the  Anecdotes  inftance,  by  pra:fedtjs  prxtoiio;  and  to  a  mi- 
gi .  :s  him  nothing  to  add.  litarv  character,  magilter  tnilituni  is  more  pro- 

20  The  honours  of  Belifarius  are  gladly  per  and  applicable  (Ducange,  Giolt".  Grroc. 
commemorated   by  his   fecretary    (Prccop.  p.  1458,  1459.). 

the 
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°  xr  in  ?  ^ave  °^  W^e  '  ^Ut  **erv*tuc*e  °^  ^abit  anc*  affe&i°n  De" 
u.  w-  -t  came  lefs  difgraceful  when  the  death  of  Theodora  had  removed  the 

bafer  influence  of  fear.    Joannina  their  daughter,  and  the  fole  heirefs 
of  their  fortunes,  was  betrothed  to  Anaftafius  the  grandfon,  or  rather 
the  nephew,  of  the  emprefs",  whofe  kind  interpofition  forwarded 
the  confummation  of  their  youthful  loves.    But  the  power  of  Theo- 
dora expired,  the  parents  of  Joannina  returned,  and  her  honour, 
perhaps  her  happinefs,  were  facrificed  to  the  revenge  of  an  un- 
feeling mother,  who  diflblved  the  imperfect  nuptials  before  they 
had  been  ratified  by  the  ceremonies  of  the  church". 
Rome  again       Before  the  departure  of  Belifarius,  Perufia  was  befieged,  and  few 
Ooths,bythe  cities  were  impregnable  to  the  Gothic  arms.    Ravenna,  Ancona,  and 
a.D.  549.    Crotona,  ftill  refilled  the  Barbarians;  and  when  Totila  afked  in  mar- 
riage one  of  the  daughters  of  France,  he  was  flung  by  the  juft  re- 
proach that  the  king  of  Italy  was  unworthy  of  his  title  till  it  was 
acknowledged  by  the  Roman  people.    Three  thoufand  of  the  bravefl 
foldiers  had  been  left  to  defend  the  capital.    On  the  fufpicion  of  a 
monopoly,  they  mafTacred  the  governor,  and  announced  to  Jufti- 
nian,  by  a  deputation  of  the  clergy,  that  unlefs  their  offence  was 
pardoned,  and  their  arrears  were  fatisfied,  they  mould  inftantly  ac- 
cept the  tempting  offers  of  Totila.    But  the  officer  who  fucceeded 
to  the  command  (his  name  was  Diogenes)  deferved  their  efteem  and 

11  Alemannus  (ad  Hift.  Arcanam,  p.  68.),  man  would  have  been  heir-apparent  of  the 

Ducs'nge  (Familicc  Byzant.  p.  9S-),  and  Hei-  empire. 

neecius  (Hift.  Juris  Civilis,  p.  434.),  all  three  **  The  a^apTru^ra,  or  fins,  of  the  hero  in 

reprcfent  Anaftafius  as  the  fon  of  the  daughter  Italy  and  after  his  return,  are  manifefted 

of  Theodora;  and  their  opinion  firmly  repofes  a^x^xxccXvirru-c,  and  moft  probably  fwelled,  by 

on  the  unambiguous  teftimony  of  Procopius  the  author  of  the  Anecdotes  (c.  4,  5.).  The 

( Anecdct.  c.  4,  ;. — Ov/ar^h  twice  repeated),  de.'igns  of  Antonina  were  favoured  by  the 

And  yet  I  will  remark,  1.  That,  in  the  year  fl  j^jating  jurifprudence  of  Juftinian.  On 

547,  Theodora  could  fcarcely  have  a  grand-  the  law  of  marriage  and  divorce,  that  empe- 

feri  of  the  age  of  puberty;  2.  That  we  are  ror  was  trocho  verfatilior  (Heineccius,  Ele- 

totally  ignorant  of  this  daughter  and  her  ment.  Juris  Civil,  ad  Ordinem  Pandecl.  P.  iv. 

hufband;  and,  3.  That  Theodora  concealed  N°  233.)- 
her  baftards,  and  that  her  grandfon  by  Jufti- 

confi- 
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confidence ;  .and  the  Goths,  inftead  of  finding  an  eafy  conqueft,  en-  CHAP, 
countered  a  vigorous  refiftance  from  the  foldiers  and  people,  who   \    -,-  _r 
patiently  endured  the  lofs  of  the  port,  and  of  all  maritime  fupplies. 
The  fiege  of  Rome  would  perhaps  have  been  raifed,  if  the  liberality 
of  Totila  to  the  Ifaurians  had  not  encouraged  fome  of  their  venal 
countrymen  to  copy  the  example  of  treafon.     In  a  dark  night, 
while  the  Gothic  trumpets  founded  on  another  fide,  they  filently 
opened  the  gate  of  St.  Paul :  the  Barbarians  rufhed  into  the  city  ; 
and  the  flying  garrifon  was  intercepted  before  they  could  reach  the 
harbour  of  Centumcellae.    A  foldier  trained  in  the  fchool  of  Beli- 
farius,  Paul  of  Cilicia,  retired  with  four  hundred  men  to  the  mole 
of  Hadrian.    They  repelled  the  Goths ;  but  they  felt  the  approach 
of  famine ;  and  their  averfion  to  the  tafte  of  horfe-flefh  confirmed 
their  refolution  to  rifk  the  event  of  a  defperate  and  decifive  fally. 
But  their  fpirit  infenfibly  ftooped  to  the  offers  of  capitulation  :  they 
retrieved  their  arrears  of  pay,  and  preferved  their  arms  and  horfes, 
by  enlifting  in  the  fervice  of  Totila ;  their  chiefs,  who  pleaded  a 
laudable  attachment  to  their  wives  and  children  in  the  Eaft,  were 
difmifled  with  honour ;  and  above  four  hundred  enemies,  who  had 
taken  refuge  in  the  fandtuaries,  were  faved  by  the  clemency  of  the 
vi&or.    He  no  longer  entertained  a  wifh  of  deftroying  the  edifices 
of  Rome 13,  which  he  now  refpecled  as  the  feat  of  the  Gothic  king- 
dom :  the  fenate  and  people  were  reftored  to  their  country  ;  the 
means  of  fubfiftence  were  liberally  provided  ;  and  Totila,  in  the  robe 
of  peace,  exhibited  the  equeftrian  games  of  the  circus.    "Whilft  he 
amufcd  the  eyes  of  the  multitude,  four  hundred  velfels  were  pre- 
pared for  the  embarkation  of  his  troops.    The  cities  of  Rhegium 

13  The  Romans  were  Itill  attached  to  the  ferved  entire  in  the  navalia,  near  Men te  Tef- 

monuments  of  their  anceftors ;   and  accord-  taceo,  at  the  foot  of  the  Aventine  (Nardini, 

ing  to  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  22.),  the  Roma  Antica,  1.  vii.  c.  9.  p.  466.  Donatus, 

galley  of  /Eneas,  of  a  fingle  rank  of  oars,  Roma  Antiqua,  1.  iv.  c.  13.  p.  534  ).  But 

25  feet  in  breadth,  120  in  length,  was  pre-  all  antiquity  is  ignorant  of  this  relic. 

8  and 
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C  II  A  P.  anfJ  Tarentum  were  reduced :  he  naffed  into  Sicily,  the  object  of 

XLIII.         j  r  ... 

i_-~y  1  his  implacable  refentment ;  and  the  illand  was  ftripped  of  its  gold 

and  filver,  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  of  an  infinite  number  of 
horfes,  Iheep,  and  oxen.  Sardinia  and  Corfica  obeyed  the  fortune 
of  Italy ;  and  the  fea-coaft  of  Greece  was  vifited  by  a  fleet  of  three 
hundred  gallies z*.  The  Goths  were  landed  in  Corcyra  and  the  an- 
cient continent  of  Epirus ;  they  advanced  as  far  as  Nicopolis,  the 
trophy  of  Auguftus,  and  Dodona  z\  once  famous  by  the  oracle  of 
Jove.  In  every  ftep  of  his  victories,  the  wife  Barbarian  repeated  to 
Juftinian  his  defire  of  peace,  applauded  the  concord  of  their  prede- 
ceffors,  and  offered  to  employ  the  Gothic  arras  in  the  fervice  of  the 
empire. 

Preparations       Juftinian  was  deaf  to  the  voice  of  peace  ;  but  he  neglected  the 

of*  Jultinian  . 

for  ihe  profecution  of  war  ;  and  the  indolence  of  his  temper  difappointed 
G°A.CD.ar'  in  fome  degree  the  obftinacy  of  his  paflions.  From  this  falutary 
549— 551,  flumber  the  emperor  was  awakened  by  the  pope  Vigilius  and  the 
patrician  Cethegus,  who  appeared  before  his  throne,  and  adjured 
him,  in  the  name  of  God  and  the  people,  to  refume  the  conqueft 
and  deliverance  of  Italy.  In  the  choice  of  the  generals,  caprice,  as 
well  as  judgment,  was  fhewn.  A  fleet  and  army  failed  for  the  re- 
lief of  Sicily,  under  the  conduct  of  Liberius  ;  but  his  want  of  youth 
and  experience  were  afterwards  difcovered,  and  before  he  touched 
the  mores  of  the  ifland  he  was  overtaken  by  his  fucceflbr.  In  the 
place  of  Liberius  the  confpirator  Artaban  was  raifed  from  a  prifon 
to  military  honours  ;  in  the  pious  prefumption,  that  gratitude  would 
animate  his  valour  and  fortify  his  allegiance.    Belifarius  repofed  in 

I+  Id  thefe  fens,  Procopius  fe3rched  with-  pofed  it  to  be  the  fanciful  likenefs  of  a  rock, 

out  fuccefs  for  the  ifle  of   Calypfo.     He  25  M.  d'Anville    (Memoires  de  PAcad. 

was   fhewn,   at  Ph.mcia   or    Corcyra,    the  torn,  xxxii.    p.   513 — >z8.)   illuftrates  the 

petrified  (hip  of  Ulyfles  (Odyfl".  xn».  163.);  gu'pn  °f  Ainbracia  ;   but  he  cannot  afcer- 

but  he  found  it  a  recent  fabric  of  many  tain  the  fnuation  of  Dodona.    A  country  in 

ftones,  dedicated  by  a  merchant  to  Jupiter  fight  of  Italy  is  lefs  known  thaa  the  wilds  of 

Cijfiius  (1.  iv.  c.  z2.).    Euftathius.  had  fup-  America. 

the 
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the  (hade  of  his  laurels,  but  the  command  of  the  principal  army  c  £  A  ?. 

was  referved  for  Germanus26,  the  emperor's  nephew,  whofe  rank   \  , — -» 

and  merit  had  been  long  deprefled  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  court. 
Theodora  had  injured  him  in  the  rights  of  a  private  citizen,  the 
marriage  of  his  children,  and  the  teftament  of  his  brother  ;  and 
although  his  conduft:  was  pure  and  blamelefs,  Juftinian  was  dif- 
pleafed  that  he  mould  be  thought  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the 
malecontents.  The  life  of  Germanus  was  a  leflbn  of  implicit  obe- 
dience :  he  nobly  refufed  to  proftitute  his  name  and  character  in 
the  factions  of  the  circus :  the  gravity  of  his  manners  was  tempered 
by  innocent  chcerfulnefs ;  and  his  riches  were  lent  without  intercfr. 
to  indigent  or  deferving  friends.  His  valour  had  formerly  triumphed 
over  the  Sclavonians  of  the  Danube  and  the  rebels  of  Africa  :  the 
firft  report  of  his  promotion  revived  the  hopes  of  the  Italians  ;  and 
he  was  privately  afTured,  that  a  crowd  of  Roman  deferters  would 
abandon,  on  his  approach,  the  flandard  of  Totila.  His  fecond  mar- 
riage with  Malafontha,  the  grand-daughter  of  Theodoric,  endeared 
Oermanus  to  the  Goths  themfelves  ;  and  they  marched  with  re- 
luctance againft  the  father  of  a  royai  infant,  the  laft  offspring  of  the 
line  of  Amali27.  A  fplendid  allowance  was  afligned  by  the  em- 
peror :  the  general  contributed  his  private  fortune  ;  his  two  fons 
were  popular  and  active ;  and  he  furpaffed,  in  the  promptitude  and 
fuccefs  of  his  levies,  the  expectation  of  mankind.  He  was  per- 
mitted to  felect  fome  fquadrons  of  Thracian  cavalry  :  the  veteran^, 
as  well  as  the  youth  of  Conftantinople  and  Europe,  engaged  their 
voluntary  fervice ;  and  as  far  as  the  heart  of  Germany,  his  fame 

a6  See  the  afts  of  Germanus  in  the  public  fuo,  Alemannus  has  proved  that  he  was  the 

(Vandal.  1.  ii.  c.  16,  17,  i3.    Goth.  I,  Hi.  fon  of  the  emperor's  brother. 

c*  3'»  320  ai)d  private  hirtory   (Anecdot.  *7  Conjuncla  Aniciorum  gens  cum  Amala 

c.  5.),  and  thofe  of  his  fon  Juflin,  in  Aga-  ftirpe  fpem  adhuc  utriufque  generis  promit- 

thias  (hiv.  p.  130,  131.).    Notwithftanding  tit  (Jornandes,  c.  60.  p.  703.)-    He  wrote  at 

an  ambiguous  expreffion  of  Jornandes,  fratri  Ravenna  before  the  death  of  Totila. 

Vol.  IV.  Qj2  and 
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C  ?j  T^r  P'  an^  liberality  attracted  the  aid  of  the  Barbarians.     The  Romans 

aL.11  J  • 

v— — v  i  advanced  to  Sardica  ;    an  army  of  Sclavonians  fled  before  their 

march  ;  but  within  two  days  of  their  final  departure,  the  defigns- 
of  Germanus  were  terminated  by  his  malady  and  death.  Yet  the 
impulfe  which  he  had  given  to  the  Italian  war  ftill  continued  to 
act  with  energy  and  effect.  The  maritime  towns,  Ancona,  Crotona, 
Centumcellse,  refitted  the  affaults  of  Totila.  Sicily  was  reduced  by 
the  zeal  of  Artaban,  and  the  Gothic  navy  was  defeated  near  the 
coaft  of  the  Hadriatic.  The  two  fleets  were  almoft  equal,  forty- 
leven  to  fifty  gallies  :  the  victory  was  decided  by  the  knowledge 
and  dexterity  of  the  Greeks ;  but  the  fhips  were  fo  clofely  grappled, 
that  only  twelve  of  the  Goths  efcaped  from  this  unfortunate  conflict. 
They  affected  to  depreciate  an  element  in  which  they  were  un- 
Ikilled,  but  their  own  experience  confirmed  the  truth  of  a  maxim, 
that  the  matter  of  the  fea  will  always  acquire  the  dominion  of  the 
land  1S. 

Charaaer  After  the  lofs  of  Germanus,  the  nations  were  provoked  to  fmile, 
tion  ofPthe  by  the  ftrange  intelligence,  that  the  command  of  the  Roman  armies- 
eunuch  N^r-  wag  ^ven  t0  an  eunuch.  J3ut  the  eunuch  Narfes29  is  ranked  among' 
A.  D.  552.    the  few  who  have  refcued  that  unhappy  name  from  the  contempt. 

and  hatred  of  mankind.  A  feeble  diminutive  body  concealed  the 
foul  of  a  ftatefman  and  a  warrior.  His  youth  had  been  employed- 
in  the  management  of  the  loom  and  diftaff,  in  the  cares  of  the 
houfehold,  and  the  fervice  of  female  luxury  ;  but  while  his  hands 
were  bufy,  he  fecretly  exercifed  the  faculties  of  a.  vigorous  and  dis- 
cerning mind.  A  ftranger  to  the  fchools  and  the  camp,  he  ftudied 
in  the  palace  to  diflemble,  to  flatter,  and  to  perluade  ;  and  as  foon 

18  The  iiid  book  of  Procopius  is  terminated  (1.  iv.  c.  21.  26 — 35-)*  A  fplendid  fcene! 
by  the  death  of  Germanus  (Add.  J.  iv.  c.  23,  Among  the  fix  fubjefts  of  epic  poetry  which 
24,  2$,  26.).  Taflb  revolved  in  his  mind,  he  hefitated  be- 

19  Procopius  relates  the  whole  feries  of  this  tween  the  conquefls  of  Italy  by  Belifarius  and 
fecond  Gothic  war  and  the  victory  of.  Naifes  by  Narfes  (Haylev's  Works,  vol.  iv.  p.  70.). 

as 
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as  he  approached  the  perfon  of  the  emperor,  Juftinian  liftened  with  c  H  ^  v- 
furprife  and  pleafure  to  the  manly  counfels  of  his  chamberlain  and 
private  treafurer30.  The  talents  of  Narfes.  were  tried  and  improved 
in  frequent  embaffies ;  he  led  an  army  into  Italy,  acquired  a  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  war  and  the  country,  and  prefumed  to  ftrivc 
with  the  genius  of  Belifarius.  Twelve  years  after  his  return,  the 
eunuch  was  chofen  to  atchieve  the  conqueft  which  had  been  left 
imperfect  by  the  firft  of  the  Roman  generals.  Inftead  of  being 
dazzled  by  vanity  or  emulation,  he  ferioufly  declared,  that  unlefs 
he  were  armed  with  an  adequate  force,  he  would  never  confent  to 
rifle  his  own  glory,  and  that  of  his  fovereign.  Juftinian  granted  to 
the  favourite,  what  he  might  have  denied  to  the  hero  :  the  Gothic 
war  was  rekindled  from  its  afhes,  and  the  preparations  were  not  un- 
worthy of  the  ancient  majefty  of  the  empire.  The  key  of  the  public 
treafure  was  put  into  his  hand,  to  collect  magazines,  to  levy  foldierp, 
to  purchafe  arms  and  horfes,  to  difcharge  the  arrears  of  pay,  and  to 
tempt  the  fidelity .  of  the  fugitives  and  deferters.  The  troops  of 
Germanus  were  Hill  in  arms  j  they  halted  at  Salona  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  a  new  leader ;  and  legions  of  fubjects  and  allies  were  created 
by  the  well-known  liberality  of  the  eunuch  Narfes.  The  king  of 
the  Lombards3'  fatisfied  or  furpaffed  the  obligations  of  a  treaty,  by 
lending  two  thoufand  two  hundred  of  his  braveft  warriors,  who 

30  The  country  of  Narfes  is  unknown,  tion  xx.) ;  but  the  foolilh  prophecy  of  the 

fmce  he  mult  not  be  confounded  with  the  Romans  fubfilted  in  full  vigour  (Procop.  1.  iv. 

Perfarmenian.    Procopius  ftyles  him  (Goth.  c.  21.). 

Lit.  C.  13.)  £au7tXixi'>  xgit^a-im  rauix: ;  Paul       Jl  Paul  Warnefrid,  the  Lombard,  records 

Warnefrid  (1.  ii.  c.  3.  p.  776.),  Chartularius :  with  complacency  the  fuccour,  fervice,  and 

Marcellinus  adds  the  name  of  Cubicularius.  honourable  difmiffion  of  his  countrymen — 

In  an  infeription  on  the  Salarian  bridge,  he  reipublica:  Romance  adverfus  aemulos  adju- 

is  entitled  Ex-conful,  Ex-prjepofitus,  Cubi-  tores  fuerant  (l.ii.  c.  1.  p.  774.  edit.  Grot. ). 

culi  Patricius  (Mafcou,  Hid.  of  the  German?,  I  am  furprifed  that  Alboin,  their  martial  king, 

Lxiii.  c.  25.).    The  lawof  Theodofius  againft  did  no:  lead  his  fubj efts  in  perfon. 
eunuchs  was  obfclete  or  abolifhed  (Annota- 

Q_q  2  were 
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CHAP,  were  followed  by  three  thoufand  of  their  martial  attendants.  Three 
XLIII. 

«!  -  '  r  thoufand  Heruli  fought  on  horfeback  under  Philemuth,  their  native 
chief ;  and  the  noble  Aratus,  who  adopted  the  manners  and  difci- 
pline  of  Rome,  condu&ed  a  band  of  veterans  of  the  fame  nation, 
Dagiftheus  was  releafed  from  prifon  to  command  the  Huns ;  and 
Kobad,  the  grandfon  and  nephew  of  the  great  king,  was  confpicuous 
by  the  regal  tiara  at  the  head  of  his  faithful  Perfians,  who  had  de- 
voted themfelves  to  the  fortunes  of  their  prince  3\  Abfolute  in  the 
exercife  of  his  authority,  more  abfolute  in  the  affedtion  of  his 
troops,  Narfes  led  a  numerous  and  gallant  army  from  Philippopolis 
to  Salpna,  from  whence  he  coafted  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Hadriatic 
as  far  as  the  confines  of  Italy.  His  progrefs  was  checked.  The 
Eaft  could  not  fupply  veffels  capable  of  tranfporting  fuch  multitudes 
of  men  and  horfes.  The  Franks,  who,  in  the  general  confufiony 
had  ufurped  the  greater  part  of  the  Venetian  province,  refufed  a 
free  pafTage  to  the  friends  of  the  Lombards.  The  ftation  of  Ve- 
rona was  occupied  by  Teias,  with  the  flower  of  the  Gothic  forces  -y 
and  that  fkilful  commander  had  overfpread  the  adjacent  country 
with  the  fall  of  woods  and  the  inundation  of  waters  In  this  per- 
plexity, an  officer  of  experience  propofed  a  meafure,  fecure  by  the 
appearance  of  raihnefs ;  that  the  Roman  army  mould  cautioufiy  ad- 
vance along  the  fea-fhore,  while  the  fleet  preceded  their  march,  and 
fucceflively  caft  a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  mouths  of  the  rivers, 
the  Ximavus,  the  Brenta,  the  Adige,  and  the  Po,  that  fall  into  the 
Hadriatic  to  the  north  of  Ravenna.    Nine  days  he  repofed  in  the 

31  He  was,  if  not  an  impoftor,  the  fon  of  and  morafTes.    Man  has  fubdued  nature,  and 

the  blind  Zames,  faved  by  compaflion,  and  the  land  has  been  cultivated,  fince  the  waters 

educated  in  the  Byzantine  court  by  the  va-  are  confined  and  embanked.    See  the  learned 

rious  motives  of  policy,  pride,  and  generofuy  refearches  of  Muratori  (Antiquitat.  halioe 

(Procop.  Perfic.  1.  i.  c.  23.).  Medii  JEvi,  torn.  i.  difTert.  xxi.  p.  253,  254.), 

33  In  the  time  of  Auguftus,  and  in  the  from  Vitruvius,  Strabo,  Herodian,  old  char- 
middle  ages,  the  whole  wafte  from  Aquileia  ters,  and  local  knowledge, 
to  Ravenna  was  covered  with  woods,  lakes, 

city, 
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city,  collected  the  fragments  of  the  Italian  army,  and  marched  to-  c  H  A 
wards  Rimini  to  meet  the  defiance  of  an  infulting  enemy.  \_ — , — . 


The  prudence  of  Narfes  impelled  him  to  fpeedy  and  decifive  ^ef^at  a?d 
action.  His  powers  were  the  laft  effort  of  the  ftate :  the  coft  of  tiia, 
each  day  accumulated  the  enormous  account ;  and  the  nations,  tin-  ^uiyD'  s>2' 
trained  to  difcipline  or  fatigue,  might  he  raflily  provoked  to  turn 
their  arms  againft  each  other,  or  againft  their  benefactor.  The  fame 
confiderations  might  have  tempered  the  ardour  of  Totila.  But  he 
was  confcious,  that  the  clergy  and  people  of  Italy  afpired  to  a  fecond 
revolution  :  he  felt  or  fufpected  the  rapid  progrefs  of  treafon,  and 
he  refolved  to  rifk  the  Gothic  kingdom  on  the  chance  of  a  day,  in 
which  the  valiant  would  be  animated  by  inftant  danger,  and  the 
difaffected  might  be  awed  by  mutual  ignorance.  In  his  march  from 
Ravenna,  the  Roman  general  chaftifed  the  garrifon  of  Rimini,  tra- 
verfed  in  a  direct  line  the  hills  of  Urbino,  and  re-entered  the  Flami- 
nian  way,  nine  miles  beyond  the  perforated  rock,  an  obftacle  of  art 
and  nature  which  might  have  flopped  or  retarded  his  progrefs  **.  The 
Goths  were  aflembled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome,  they  ad- 
vanced without  delay  to  feek  a  fuperior  enemy,  and  the  two  armies 
approached  each  other  at  the  diftance  of  one  hundred  furlongs,  be- 
tween Tagina33  and  the  fepulchres  of  the  Gauls25,    The  haughty 

meffage 

34  The  Flaminian  way,  as  it  is  corrected  by  Pliny  ;  but  the  bifhopric  of  that  obfcure 
from  the  Itineraries,  and  the  belt,  modern  town,  a  mile  from  Gualdo,  in  the  plain,  was 
maps,  by  d'Anville  (Analyfe  de  l'ltalie,  united,  in  the  year  1007,  with  that  of  Noce- 
p.  147 — 162.),  may  be  thus  itated:  Rome  ra.  The  figr.s  of  antiquity  are  preferved  in 
to  Narni,  5  1  Roman  miles ;  Terni,  57  ;  Spo-  the  local  appellations,  FcJJato,  the  camp; 
leto,  75  ;  Foiigno,  S3  ;  Nocera,  103  ;  Cagli,  Ca/raia,  Caprea  ;  Baftia,  Bufta  Gallorum. 
142 ;  Ictercifa,  1 57  ;  FolTombrone,  160 ;  Fa-  Sea  Cluverius  (Italia  Antiqua,  1.  ii.  c.  6. 
no,  176;  Pefaro,  184;  R :  u i  tft3  20S  —about  p.  615,  616,  617.),  Lucas  Holltenius  (Anno- 
189  Englilh  miles.  He  takes  no  notice  of  tat.  ad  Cluver.  p.  85,  85.),  Guazzeii  (Di.fer- 
the  death  of  Totila ;  but  Weffeling  ([tine-  tar.  p.  177— 217.  a  profefied  enquiry),  and 
rar.  p.  614.)  exchanges,  for  the  field  of  Ta-  the  maps  of  the  eccleiiaftical  ftate  and  the 
g'i:as,  -the  unknown  appellation  of  Ptanias,  march  of  Ar.cona,  by  Le  Maire  and  Magini. 
eight  miies  from  Nocera.  36  The  battle  was  fought  in  the  year  of 

35  Tagina;,  or  rather  Tadins,  is  mentioned    Rome  458  j  and  the  conful  Decius,  by  devot- 

ing 
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meffage  of  Narfes  was  an  offer,  not  of  peace,  but  of  pardon.  The 
anfwer  of  the  Gothic  king  declared  his  refolution,  to  die  or  con- 
quer.   "  What  day,"  ftud  the  meffenger,  "  will  you  fix  for  the 
*'  combat  ?"   "  The  eighth  day,"  replied  Totila :  but  early  the  next 
morning  he  attempted  to  furprife  a  foe,  fufpicious  of  deceit,  and 
prepared  for  battle.    Ten  thoufand  Heruli  and  Lombards,  of  ap- 
proved valour  and  doubtful  faith,  were  placed  in  the  centre.  Each 
of  the  wings  was  compofed  of  eight  thoufand  Romans  ;  the  right 
was  guarded  by  the  cavalry  of  the  Huns,  the  left  was  covered  by 
fifteen  hundred  chofen  horle,  deftined,  according  to  the  emergencies 
of  action,  to  fuftain  the  retreat  of  their  friends,  or  to  encompafs  the 
flank  of  the  enemy.    From  his  proper  ftation  at  the  head  of  the 
right  wing,  the  eunuch  rode  along  the  line,  expreiTing  by  his  voice 
and  countenance  the  affurance  of  victory  ;  exciting  the  foldiers  of 
the  emperor  to  punifh  the  guilt  and  madnefs  of  a  band  of  robbers  ; 
and  expofing  to  their  view,  gold  chains,  collars,  and  bracelet?,  the 
rewards  of  military  virtue.    From  the  event  of  a  fingle  combat,  they 
drew  an  omen  of  fuccefs;  and  they  beheld  with  pleafure  the  courage 
of  fifty  archers,  who  maintained  a  fmall  eminence  againft  three  fuc- 
ceffive  attacks  of  the  Gothic  cavalry.    At  the  diftance  only  of  two 
bow-fhots,  the  armies  fpent  the  morning  in  dreadful  fufpenfe,  and 
the  Romans  tafted  fome  neceflary  food,  without  unloofening  the 
cuirafs  from  their  breaft,  or  the  bridle  from  their  horfes.  Narfes 
awaited  the  charge ;  and  it  was  delayed  by  Totila  till  he  had  re- 
ceived his  laft  fuccours  of  two  thoufand  Goths,    While  he  confumed 
the  hours  in  fruitlefs  treaty,  the  king  exhibited  in  a  narrow  fpace  the 
ftrength  and  agility  of  a  warrior.    His  armour  was  enchafed  with 
gold  ;  his  purple  banner  floated  with  the  wind  :  he  carl;  his  lance  into 

ing  his  own  life,  aflured  the  triumph  of  his  vi&ory  of  the  Bufla  GaUorum;  and  his  error 
country  and  his  colleague  Fabius  (T.  Liv.  x.  is  branded  by  Cluverius  with  the  national  re- 
?8,  29.).  Procopius  afcribes  to  Camillus  the   proach  of  Graecorum  nugamenta. 

S  the 
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the  air ;  caught  it  with  the  right  hand ;  fhifted  it  to  the  left ;  threw 
himfelf  hackwards ;  recovered  his  feat ;  and  managed  a  fiery  fteed 
in  all  the  paces  and  evolutions  of  the  equeftrian  fchool.    As  foon  as 
the  fuccours  had  arrived,  he  retired  to  his  tent,  affumed  the  drefs 
and  arms  of  a  private  foldier,  and  gave  the  fignal  of  battle.  The 
firft  line  of  cavalry  advanced  with  more  courage  than  difcretion, 
and  left  behind  them  the  infantry  of  the  fecond  line.    They  were 
foon  engaged  between  the  horns  of  a  crefcent,  into  which  the  ad- 
verfe  wings  had  been  infenfibly  curved,  and  were  faluted  from  either 
fide  by  the  vollies  of  four  thoufand  archers.    Their  ardour,  and  even 
their  diftrefs,  drove  them  forwards  to  a  clofe  and  unequal  conflict, 
in  which  they  could  only  ufe  their  lances  againft  an  enemy  equally 
{killed  in  all  the  inftruments  of  war.    A  generous  emulation  infpired 
the  Romans  and  their  Barbarian  allies ;  and  Narfes,  who  calmly 
viewed  and  directed  their  efforts,  doubted  to  whom  he  mould  ad- 
judge the  prize  of  fuperior  bravery.    The  Gothic  cavalry  was  afto- 
nifhed  and  difordered,  preiTed  and  broken  ;  and  the  line  of  infantry, 
inftead  of  preferring  their  fpears,  or  opening  their  intervals,  were 
trampled  under  the  feet  of  the  flying  horfe.    Six  thoufand  of  the 
Goths  were  flaughtered,  without  mercy,  in  the  field  of  Tagina. 
Their  prince,  with  five  attendants,  was  overtaken  by  Afbad,  of  the 
race  of  the  Gepidae  ;  "  Spare  the  king  of  Italy,"  cried  a  loyal  voice, 
and  Afbad  (truck  his  lance  through  the  body  of  Totila.    The  blow  was 
inftantly  revenged  by  the  faithful  Goths  ;  they  tranfported  their  dying 
monarch  feven  miles  beyond  the  fcene  of  his  difgrace  ;  and  his  laft 
moments  were  not  embittered  by  the  prefence  of  an  enemy.  Com- 
paflion  afforded  him  the  fhelter  of  an  obfcure  tomb  ;  but  the  Romans 
were  not  fatisfied  of  their  victory,  till  they  beheld  the  corpfe  of  the 
Gothic  king.    His  hat,  enriched  with  gems,  and  his  bloody  robe, 
were  prefented  to  Juftinian  by  the  meffengers  of  triumph 
37  Theophanes,  Chron.  p.  103.    Hilt.  Mifcell.  1.  xvi.  p.  108. 

As 
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Narfes. 


CHAP.      As  foon  as  Narfes  had  paid  his  devotions  to  the  Author  of  victory, 
XLIII.  ....  .„  . 

v  ,  '  and  the  bleffed  Virgin,  his  peculiar  patronefs  °8,  he  praifed,  rewarded, 

RomTby  °  and  difmifTed"  the  Lombards.  The  villages  had  been  reduced  to 
afhes  by  thefe  valiant  lavages ;  they  ravifhed  matrons  and  virgins 
on  the  altar ;  their  retreat  was  diligently  watched  by  a  ftrong  de- 
tachment of  regular  forces,  who  prevented  a  repetition  of  the  like 
diforders.  The  victorious  eunuch  purfued  his  march  through  Tuf- 
cany,  accepted  the  fubmiffion  of  the  Goths,  heard  the  acclamations, 
and  often  the  complaints  of  the  Italians,  and  encompafTed  the  walls  of 
Rome  with  the  remainder  of  his  formidable  hoft.  Round  the  wide 
circumference,  Narfes  afligned  to  himfelf,  and  to  each  of  his  lieute- 
nants, a  real  or  a  feigned  attack,  while  he  filently  marked  the  place 
of  eafy  and  unguarded  entrance.  Neither  the  fortifications  of  Ha- 
drian's mole,  nor  of  the  port,  could  long  delay  the  progrefs  of  the 
conqueror  ;  and  Juftinian  once  more  received  the  keys  of  Rome, 
which,  under  his  reign,  had  been  Jve  times  taken  and  recovered39. 
But  the  deliverance  of  Rome  was  the  laft  calamity  of  the  Roman 
people.  The  Barbarian  allies  of  Narfes  too  frequently  confounded 
the  privileges  of  peace  and  war  :  the  defpair  of  the  flying  Goths 
found  fome  confolation  in  fanguinary  revenge :  and  three  hundred 
youths  of  the  nobleft  families,  who  had  been  fent  as  hoftages  beyond 
the  Po,  were  inhumanly  (lain  by  the  fuccefTor  of  Totila.  The  fate 
of  the  fenate  fuggefts  an  awful  lefTon  of  the  viciffitude  of  human 
affairs.  Of  the  fenators  whom  Totila  had  banifhed  from  their 
country,  fome  were  refcued  by  an  officer  of  Belifarius,  and  trans- 
ported from  Campania  to  Sicily ;  while  others  were  too  guilty  to 

38  Evagrius,  I.  iv.  c.  24.  The  infpiration  in  54.7  by  Belifarius,  in  549  by  Tocila,  and 
of  the  Virgin  revealed  to  Narfes  the  day,  and  in  552  by  Narfes.  Maltretus  had  inadvert- 
the  word,  of  battle  (Paul  Diacon.  1.  ii.  c.  3.  ently  tranflated  fextum  ;  a  millake  which  he 
p.  776.).  afterwards  retracts  :   but  the  mifchief  was 

39  E7Ti  tuts  (3z3-favotToi  to  7T£/a«to»  EaXw.  In  done ;  and  Coufin,  with  a  train  of  French 
the  year  536  by  Belifarius,  in  546  by  Totila,  and  Latin  readers,  have  fallen  into  the  fnare. 

10  confide 
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confide  in  the  clemency  of  Juftinian,  or  too  poor  to  provide  horfes  c  p* 

for  their  efcape  to  the  fea-fhore.    Their  brethren  languifhed  five  >  „  ' 

years  in  a  ftate  of  indigence  and  exile  :  the  victory  of  Narfes  revived 
their  hopes ;  but  their  premature  return  to  the  metropolis  was  pre- 
vented by  the  furious  Goths  ;  and  all  the  fortreflfes  of  Campania 
were  ftained  with  patrician40  blood.  After  a  period  of  thirteen  cen- 
turies, the  inftitution  of  Romulus  expired  ;  and  if  the  nobles  of 
Rome  ftill  afllimed  the  title  of  fenators,  few  fubfequent  traces  can 
be  difcovered  of  a  public  council,  or  conftitutional  order.  Afcend 
fix  hundred  years,  and  contemplate  the  kings  of  the  earth  foliciting 
an  audience,  as  the  flaves  or  freedmen  of  the  Roman  fenate4' ! 

The  Gothic  war  was  yet  alive.    The  braveft  of  the  nation  retired  Def"eat  ai>d 

death  of 

beyond  the  Po ;  and  Teias  was  unanimoufly  chofen  to  fucceed  and  Teias.thelaft 

•  ...  .  king  of  the 

revenge  their  departed  hero.  The  new  king  immediately  fent  am-  Goths, 
bafladors  to  implore,  or  rather  to  purchafe,  the  aid  of  the  Franks,  March.5S3' 
and  nobly  lavifhed  for  the  public  fafety,  the  riches  which  had  been 
depofited  in  the  palace  of  Pavia.  The  refidue  of  the  royal  treafure 
was  guarded  by  his  brother  Aligern  at  Cumse  in  Campania ;  but 
the  ftrong  caftle  which  Totila  had  fortified,  was  clofely  befieged  by 
the  arms  of  Narfes.  From  the  Alps  to  the  foot  of  mount  Vefuvius, 
the  Gothic  king,  by  rapid  and  fecret  marches,  advanced  to  the  re- 
lief of  his  brother,  eluded  the  vigilance  of  the  Roman  chiefs,  and 
pitched  his  camp  on  the  banks  of  the  Sarnus  or  Draco*1 ,  which 
flows  from  Nuceria  into  the  bay  of  Naples.    The  river  feparated  the 

40  Compare  two  paflages  of  Procopius  (l.iii.  c.  35.)  is  evidently  the  Sarnus.  The  text  is 
c.  26.  1.  iv.  c.  24  ),  which,  with  fome  colla-  accufed  or  altered  by  the  rafh  violence  of 
teral  hints  from  Marcellinus  and  Jornandes,  Cluverius  (1.  iv.  c.  3.  p.  1 156.)  :  but  Camil- 
illuftrate  the  Hate  of  the  expiring  fenate.  Jo  Pellegrini  of  Naples  (Difcorn  fopra  la 

41  See,  in  the  example  of  Prufias,  as  it  is  Campania  Felice,  p.  330,  331.)  has  proved 
delivered  in  the  fragments  of  Polybius  (Ex-  from  old  records,  that  as  early  as  the  year 
cerpt.  Legat.  xcvii.  p.  927,  928.),  a  curious  822  that  river  was  called  the  Drr.contio,  or 
picture  of  a  royal  flavc.  Draconcello. 

41  The  AfotKM  of  Procopius  (Gcth.  1.  iv. 

Vol.  IV.  R  r  two 
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CHAP,  two  fcrmies ;  fixty  days  were  confumed  in  diftant  and  fruitlefs  com- 

XLIII. 

'  _  f  bats,  and  Teias  maintained  this  important  port,  till  he  was  deferted 
by  his  fleet  and  the  hope  of  fubfiftence.  With  relu&ant  fteps  he 
afcended  the  Laftaricui  mount,  where  the  phyficians  of  Rome,  fince 
the  time  of  Galen,  had  fent  their  patients  for  the  benefit  of  the  air 
and  the  milk*3.  But  the  Goths  foon  embraced  a  more  generous 
refolution  :  to  defcend  the  hill,  to  difmifs  their  horfes,  and  to  die 
in  arms,  and  in  the  pofTeflion  of  freedom.  The  king  marched  at 
their  head,  bearing  in  his  right-hand  a  lance,  and  an  ample  buckler 
in  his  left :  with  the  one  he  {truck  dead  the  foremoft  of  the  affailants ; 
with  the  other,  he  received  the  weapons  which  every  hand  was 
ambitious  to  aim  againft  his  life.  After  a  combat  of  many  hours, 
his  left  arm  was  fatigued  by  the  weight  of  twelve  javelins  which 
hung  from  his  fhield.  Without  moving  from  his  ground,  or  fuf- 
pending  his  blows,  the  hero  called  aloud  on  his  attendants  for  a 
frefh  buckler,  but  in  the  moment,  while  his  fide  was  uncovered,  it 
was  pierced  by  a  mortal  dart.  He  fell :  and  his  head,  exalted  on  a 
fpear,  proclaimed  to  the  nations,  that  the  Gothic  kingdom  was  no 
more.  But  the  example  of  his  death  ferved  only  to  animate  the 
companions  who  had  fworn  to  perifh  with  their  leader.  They 
fought  till  darknefs  defcended  on  the  earth.  They  repofed  on  their 
arms.  The  combat  was  renewed  with  the  return  of  light,  and 
maintained  with  unabated  vigour  till  the  evening  of  the  fecond  day. 
The  repofe  of  a  fecond  night,  the  want  of  water,  and  the  lofs  of 
their  braveft  champions,  determined  the  furviving  Goths  to  accept 
the  fair  capitulation  which  the  prudence  of  Narfes  was  inclined  to 
propofe.  They  embraced  the  alternative  of  refiding  in  Italy  as  the 
fubjects  and  foldiers  of  Juftinian,  or  departing  with  a  portion  of 

43  Galen  (de  Method.  Medendi,  1.  v.  fits  were  equally  known  and  fought  in  the 
apud  Cluver.'l.  iv.  c.  3.  p.  1 159,  1160.)  de-  time  of  Symmachus  (1.  vi.  epift.  18.)  and 
fcribes  the  lofty  fite,  pure  air,  and  rich  milk,  Cafliodorius  (Var.  xi.  10.).  Nothing  is  now 
of  mount  Laftarius,  whofe  medicinal  bene-   left  except  the  name  of  the  town  of  Lettere. 

their 
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their  private  wealth,  in  fearch  of  fome  independent  country  **.  Yet  CHAP, 
the  oath  of  fidelity  or  exile  was  alike  rejected  by  one  thoufand  _r 
Goths,  who  broke  away  before  the  treaty  was  figned,  and  boldly 
effected  their  retreat  to  the  walls  of  Pavia.  The  fpirit,  as  well  as  the 
fituation  of  Aligern,  prompted  him  to  imitate  rather  than  to  bewail 
his  brother :  a  ftrong  and  dextrous  archer,  he  tranfpierced  with  a 
fingle  arrow  the  armour  and  breaft  of  his  antagonift ;  and  his  mili- 
tary conduct  defended  Cumae45  above  a  year  againft  the  forces  of 
the  Romans.  Their  induftry  had  fcooped  the  Sibyll's  cave46  into 
a  prodigious  mine  ;  combuftible  materials  were  introduced  to  con- 
fume  the  temporary  props :  the  wall  and  the  gate  of  Cumse  funk 
into  the  cavern,  but  the  ruins  formed  a  deep  and  inacceffible  pre- 
cipice. On  the  fragment  of  a  rock,  Aligern  flood  alone  and  un- 
fhaken,  till  he  calmly  furveyed  the  hopelefs  condition  of  his  country, 
and  judged  it  more  honourable  to  be  the  friend  of  Narfes  than  the 
flave  of  the  Franks.  After  the  death  of  Teias,  the  Roman  general 
feparated  his  troops  to  reduce  the  cities  of  Italy  ;  Lucca  fuftained  a 
long  and  vigorous  fiege ;  and  fuch  was  the  humanity  or  the  pru- 
dence of  Narfes,  that  the  repeated  perfidy  of  the  inhabitants  could 
not  provoke  him  to  exact  the  forfeit  lives  of  their  hoftages.  Thefe 
hoftages  were  difmifled  in  fafety  ;  and  their  grateful  zeal  at  length 
fubdued  the  obftinacy  of  their  countrymen*7. 

Before 

44  Buat  (torn.  xi.  p.  2,  &c.)  conveys  to  his  *6  Agathias  (1.  i.  c.  21.)  fettles  the  Sibyll's 
favourite  Bavaria  this  remnant  of  Goths,  who  cave  under  the  wall  of  Cumae  :  he  agrees  with 
by  others  are  buried  in  the  mountains  of  Uri,  Servius  (ad  1.  vi.  iEneid.) ;  nor  can  I  perceive 
or  reftored  to  their  native  ille  of  Gothland  why  theiropinion  mould  be  rejected  by  Heyne. 
(Mafcou,  Annot.  xxi.).  the  excellent  editor  of  Virgil  (torn.  ii.  p.  653, 

45  I  leave  Scaliger  ( Animadverf.  in  Eufeb.  651.).  In  ur'oe  media  fecreta  religion  But 
p.  59.)  and  Salmafius  (Exercitat.  Plinian.  Cumae  was  not  yet  built ;  and  the  lines  (I.  vi. 
p.  51,  52.)  to  quarrel  about  the  origin  of  96,  97.)  would  become  ridiculous,  if  y£neas 
Cumas,  the  oldeft  of  the  Greek  colonies  in    were  a&ual'y  in  a  Greek  city. 

Italy  (Strab.  l.v.  p.  372.  Velleius  Patercu-  47  There  is  fome  difficulty  in  connecting 
lus,  1.  i.  c.  4.),  already  vacant  in  Juvenal's  the  35th  chapter  of  the  ivrh  bock  of  the  Gothic 
time  (Satir.  iii.),  and  now  in  ruins.  War  of  Piocopiuo  with  the  £rlt  book  of  the 
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c  A  P.  Before  Lucca  had  furrendered,  Italy  was  overwhelmed  by  a  new 
^ —  1  deluge  of  Barbarians.    A  feeble  youth,   the  grandfon  of  Glovisj 

Invafion  of  .  . 

Italy  by  the    reigned  over  the  Aultralians  or  oriental  franks.    The  guardians  of 
Alamannr     Theodebald  entertained  with  coldnefs  and  reluctance  the  magnificent 
Auguit553'    Prom^es  of  tne  Gothic  ambaffadors.    But  the  fpirit  of  a  martial 
people  outftripped  the  timid  counfels  of  the  court  :  two  brothers, 
Lothaire  and  Buccelin48,  the  dukes  of  the  Alamanni,  flood  forth  as 
the  leaders  of  the  Italian  war  ;  and  feventy-five  thoufand  Germans 
defcended  in  the  autumn  from  the  Rhaetian  Alps  into  the  plain  of 
Milan.    The  vanguard  of  the  Roman  army  was  ftationed  near  the 
Po,  under  the  conduct  of  Fulcaris,  a  bold  Herulian,  who  rafhly  con- 
ceived, that  perfonal  bravery  was  the  fole  duty  and  merit  of  a 
commander.    As  he  marched  without  order  or  precaution  along 
the  iEmilian  way,  an  ambufcade  of  Franks  fuddenly  rofe  from  the 
amphitheatre  of  Parma :  his  troops  were  furprifed  and  routed  j  but 
their  leader  refufed  to  fly  ;  declaring  to  the  laft  moment,  that  death 
was  lefs  terrible  than  the  angry  countenance  of  Narfes.    The  death 
of  Fulcaris,  and  the  retreat  of  the  furviving  chiefs,  decided  the  fluc- 
tuating and  rebellious  temper  of  the  Goths  ;  they  flew  to  the  ftan- 
dard  of  their  deliverers,  and  admitted  them  into  the  cities  which 
ftill  refifted  the  arms  of  the  Roman  general.    The  conqueror  of  Italy 
opened  a  free  paflage  to  the  irrefiftible  torrent  of  Barbarians.  They 
pafTed  under  the  walls  of  Cefena,  and  anfwered  by  threats  and  re- 
pr6aches  the  advice  of  Aligern,  that  the  Gothic  treafures  could  no 
longer  repay  the  labour  of  an  invafion.    Two  thoufand  Franks  were 
deftroyed  by  the  fkill  and  valour  of  Narfes  himfelf,  who  fallied 
from  Rimini  at  the  head  of  three  hundred  horfe,  to  chaftife  the 

hiftoryof  Agathias.  We  muft  now  relinquifh  he  difcomHted  and  flew  Belifarius,  fubdued 
a  ftatefman  and  foldier,  to  attend  the  footfteps  Italy  and  Sicily,  Sec.  See,  in  the  Hiltorians 
of  a  poet  and  rhetorician  (1.  i.  p.  u.  1.  ii.  of  France,  Gregory  of  Tours  (torn.  ii.  1.  iii. 
p.  51.  edit.  Louvre).  c.  32.  p.  203.),  and  Aimoin  (torn.  iii.  1.  ii. 

48  Among  the  fabulous  exploits  of  Buccelin,   de  Geftis  Francorum,  c.  23.  p.  59.). 

licen- 
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licentious  rapine  of  their  march.  On  the  confines  of  Samnium,  the  CHAP, 
two  brothers  divided  their  forces.  With  the  right  wing,  Buccelin  <-  u 
affumed  the  fpoil  of  Campania,  Lucania,  and  Bruttium  :  with  the 
left,  Lothaire  accepted  the  plunder  of  Apulia  and  Calabria.  They 
followed  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Hadriatic,  as  far  as 
Rhegium  and  Otranto,  and  the  extreme  lands  of  Italy  were  the 
term  of  their  deftruclive  progrefs.  The  Franks,  who  were  Chriftians 
and  Catholics,  contented  themfelves  with  fimple  pillage  and  occafional 
murder.  But  the  churches  which  their  piety  had  fpared,  were 
ftripped  by  the  facrilegious  hands  of  the  Alamanni,  who  facrificed 
horfes  heads  to  their  native  deities  of  the  woods  and  rivers49:  they 
melted  or  profaned  the  confecrated  vefTels,  and  the  ruins  of  fhrines 
and  altars  were  ftained  with  the  blood  of  the  faithful.  Buccelin  was 
actuated  by  ambition,  and  Lothaire  by  avarice.  The  former  afpired 
to  reftore  the  Gothic  kingdom  :  the  latter,  after  a  promife  to  his 
brother  of  fpeedy  fuccours,  returned  by  the  fame  road  to  depofit  his 
treafure  beyond' the  Alps.  The  ftrength  of  their  armies  was  already 
wafted  by  the  change  cf  climate  and  contagion  of  difeafe :  the  Ger- 
mans revelled  in  the  vintage  of  Italy ;  and  their  own  intemperance 
avenged  in  fome  degree  the  miferies  of  a  defencelefs  people. 

At  the  entrance  of  the  fpring,  the  Imperial  troops,  who  had  Defeat  of  the 

rr  r     •  Franks  and 

guarded  the  cities,  anembled  to  the  number  of  eighteen  thoufand  Alamanni  by 
men,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rome.    Their  winter  hours  had  not  a.  D  ' 
been  confumed  in  idlenefs.  By  the  command,  and  after  the  example 
of  Narfes,  they  repeated  each  day  their  military  exercife  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback,  accuftomed  their  ear  to  obey  the  found  of  the 
trumpet,   and  practifed  the  fteps  and  evolutions  of  the  Pyrrhic 

45  Agachias  notices  their  fuperftition  in  a  apoftles  of  that  rude  country ;  and  the  latter 

philofophic  tone  (1.  i.  p.  18.).    At  Zug,  in  founded  an  hermitage,  which  has  fwelled  into 

Switzerland,  idolatry  ftill  prevailed  in  the  year  an  ecclefiaitical  principality  and  a  populous 

613:  St.  Columban  and  St.  Gall  were  the  city,  the  feat  of  freedom  and  commerce. 

3.  dance;. 
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C  XLin  P'  t*ance#  From  the  ftreights  of  Sicily,  Buccelin,  with  thirty  thoufand 
v  — v  Franks  and  Alamanni,  flowly  moved  towards  Capua,  occupied  with 
a  wooden  tower  the  bridge  of  Cafilinum,  covered  his  right  by  the 
ftream  of  the  Vulturnus,  and  fecured  the  reft  of  his  encampment, 
by  a  rampart  of  fharp  (lakes,  and  a  circle  of  waggons,  whofe  wheels 
were  buried  in  the  earth.  He  impatiently  expected  the  return  of 
Lothaire ;  ignorant,  alas !  that  his  brother  could  never  return,  and 
that  the  chief  and  his  army  had  been  fwept  away  by  a  ftrange  dif- 
eafe5°  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  Benacus,  between  Trent  and  Verona. 
The  banners  of  Narfes  foon  approached  the  Vulturnus,  and  the  eyes 
of  Italy  were  anxioufly  fixed  on  the  event  of  this  final  conteft.  Per- 
haps the  talents  of  the  Roman  general  were  mod  confpicuous  in  the 
calm  operations  which  precede  the  tumult  of  a  battle.  His  fkilful 
movements  intercepted  the  fubfiftence  of  the  Barbarian,  deprived 
him  of  the  advantage  of  the  bridge  and  river,  and  in  the  choice  of 
the  ground  and  moment  of  action,  reduced  him  to  comply  with  the 
inclination  of  his  enemy.  On  the  morning  of  the  important  day, 
when  the  ranks  were  already  formed,  a  fervant,  for  fome  trivial 
fault,  was  killed  by  his  mafter,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Heruli. 
The  juftice  or  paflion  of  Narfes  was  awakened  :  he  fummoned  the 
offender  to  his  prefence,  and  without  liftening  to  his  excufes,  gave 
the  fignal  to  the  minifter  of  death.  If  the  cruel  mafter  had  not  in- 
fringed the  laws  of  his  nation,  this  arbitrary  execution  was  not  lefs 
unjuft,  than  it  appears  to  have  been  imprudent.  The  Heruli  felt 
the  indignity ;  they  halted  :  but  the  Roman  general,  without  footh- 
ing  their  rage,  or  expecting  their  refolution,  called  aloud,  as  the 
trumpets  founded,  that  unlefs  they  haftened  to  occupy  their  place, 
they  would  lofe  the  honour  of  the  victory.    His  troops  were  dif- 

50  See  the  death  of  Lothaire  in  Agathias    makes  him  rave  and  tear  his  flefh.    He  had 
(1.  ii.  p.  38.)  and  Paul  Warnefrid,  furnamed    plundered  churches. 
Diaconus  (1.  ii.  c.  3.  p.  775-)-    The  Greek 
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pofed 51  in  a  long  front,  the  cavalry  on  the  wings ;  in  the  centre,  c 
the  heavy-armed  foot ;  the  archers  and  (lingers  in  the  rear.  The 
Germans  advanced  in  a  iharp-pointed  column,  of  the  form  of  a 
triangle  or  folid  wedge.  They  pierced  the  feeble  centre  of  Narfes, 
who  received  them  with  a  fmile  into  the  fatal  fnare,  and  directed 
his  wings  of  cavalry  infenfibly  to  wheel  on  their  flanks  and  encom- 
pafs  their  rear.  The  hoft  of  the  Franks  and  Alamanni  confifted  of 
infantry  :  a  fword  and  buckler  hung  by  their  fide,  and  they  ufed  as 
their  weapons  of  offence,  a  weighty  hatchet,  and  a  hooked  javelin, 
wThich  were  only  formidable  in  clofe  combat,  or  at  a  fhort  diftance. 
The  flower  of  the  Roman  archers,  on  horfeback,  and  in  complete 
armour,  fkirmimed  without  peril  round  this  immovable  phalanx ; 
fupplied  by  active  fpeed  the  deficiency  of  number ;  and  aimed  their 
arrows  againfl  a  crowd  of  Barbarians,  who,  inftead  of  a  cuirafs  and 
helmet,  were  covered  by  a  loofe  garment  of  fur  or  linen.  They 
paufed,  they  trembled,  their  ranks  were  confounded,  and  in  the 
decifive  moment  the  Heruli,  preferring  glory  to  revenge,  charged 
with  rapid  violence  the  head  of  the  column.  Their  leader,  Sindbal, 
and  Aligern,  the  Gothic  prince,  deferved  the  prize  of  fuperior  va- 
lour ;  and  their  example  incited  the  victorious  troops  to  atchieve 
with  fwords  and  fpears  the  deftru&ion  of  the  enemy.  Buccelin, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  his  army,  periihed  on  the  field  of  battle,  in 
the  waters  of  the  Vulturnus,  or  by  the  hands  of  the  enraged  pea- 
fants :  but  it  may  feem  incredible,  that  a  victory  51,  wThich  no  more 
than  five  of  the  Alamanni  furvived,  could  be  purchafed  with  the  lofs 
of  fourfcore  Romans.    Seven  thoufand  Goths,  the  relics  of  the  war, 

51  PereDaniel  (Hift.  de IaMilice Francoife,  51  Agathias  (!.  ii.  p.  47.)  has  produced  a 

torn.  i.  p.  17 — 21.)  has  exhibited  a  fanciful  Greek  epigram  of  fix  lines  on  this  victory  of 

reprefentation  of  this  battle,  fomewhat  in  the  Narfes,  which  is  favourably  compared  to  the 

manner  of  the  Chevalier  Folard,  the  once  fa-  battles  of  Marathon  and  Plataea.    The  chief 

mous  editor  of  Polybius,  who  falhioned  to  his  difference  is  indeed  in  their  confequences — fo 

own  habits  and  opinions  all  the  military  ope-  trivial  in  the  former  inftaiice — fo  permanent 

rations  of  antiquity.  and  glorious  in  the  latter. 

defended 
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C  ^LIU  P"  defended  tne  f°rtre^s  °f  Campfa  till  the  enfuing  fpring ;  and  every 
meflenger  of  Narfes  announced  the  reduction  of  the  Italian  cities, 
whofe  names  were  corrupted  by  the  ignorance  or  vanity  of  the 
Greeks53.  After  the  battle  of  Cafilinum,  Narfes  entered  the  capital; 
the  arms  and  treafures  of  the  Goths,  the  Franks,  and  the  Alamanni, 
were  difplayed ;  his  foldiers,  with  garlands  in  their  hands,  chanted 
the  praifes  of  the  conqueror ;  and  Rome,  for  the  laft  time,  beheld 
the  femblance  of  a  triumph. 
Settlement  of  After  a  reign  of.  fixty  years,  the  throne  of  the  Gothic  kings 
^"a'.  D.  was  filled  by  the  Exarchs  of  Ravenna,  the  reprefentatives  in  peace 
554— 568-  ancj  war  of  the  emperor  of  the  Romans.  Their  jurifdi&ion  was  foon 
reduced  to  the  limits  of  a  narrow  province  :  but  Narfes  himfelf,  the 
firft  and  moft  powerful  of  the  Exarchs,  adminiftered  above  fifteen 
years  the  entire  kingdom  of  Italy.  Like  Belifarius,  he  had  deferved 
the  honours  of  envy,  calumny,  and  difgrace  :  but  the  favourite 
eunuch  ftill  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  Juftinian,  or  the  leader  of  a 
victorious  army  awed  and  reprefTed  the  ingratitude  of  a  timid 
court.  Yet  it  was  not  by  weak  and  mifchievous  indulgence  that 
Narfes  fecured  the  attachment  of  his  troops.  Forgetful  of  the  paft, 
and  regardlefs  of  the  future,  they  abufed  the  prefent  hour  of  pro- 
fperity  and  peace.  The  cities  of  Italy  refounded  with  the  noife 
of  drinking  and  dancing  :  the  fpoils  of  victory  were  wafted  in 
fenfual  pleafures ;  and  nothing  (fays  Agathias)  remained,  unlefs  to 
exchange  their  fhields  and  helmets  for  the  foft  lute  and  the  capa- 
cious hogihead5*.  In  a  manly  oration,  not  unworthy  of  a  Roman 
cenfor,  the  eunuch  reproved  thefe  diforderly  vices,  which  fullied 
their  fame  and  endangered  their  fafety.    The  foldiers  bluihed  and 

53  The  Beroia  and  Brincas  of  Theophanes  {3nx  kjo«jS»  (Agathias,  I .  if  J  p.  48.).  In 
or  his  tranfcriber  (p.  201.)  mult  be  read  or  the  firft  fcene  of  Richard  III.  our  Englifti 
underftood  Verona  and  Brixia.  poet  has  beautifully  enlarged  on  this  idea; 

54  E*i7tsto  yap  oi/xai,  ocvTot;  aVo  a@=Kr$fizc  r«s  for  which,  however,  he  was  not  indebted  to 
no-n^zc  rvygn  nat  ra  xfxtri  a^spaj  oi>s  x»t  /Jap-    the  Byzantine  hiftorian. 
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obeyed  :  difcipline  was  confirmed,  the  fortifications  were  reftored  ;  c  p 
a  duke  was  ftationed  for  the  defence  and  military  command  of  each  ■_  -.-  _? 
of  the  principal  cities"  ;  and  the  eye  of  Narfes  pervaded  the  ample 
profpect  from  Calabria  to  the  Alps.  The  remains  of  the  Gothic 
nation  evacuated  the  country,  or  mingled  with  the  people :  the 
Franks,  inftead  of  revenging  the  death  of  Buccelin,  abandoned,  with- 
out a  ftruggle,  their  Italian  conquefts  :  and  the  rebellious  Sindbal, 
chief  of  the  Heruli,  was  fubdued,  taken,  and  hung  on  a  lofty  gal- 
lows by  the  inflexible  juftice  of  the  Exarch56.  The  civil  ftate  of 
Italy,  after  the  agitation  of  a  long  tempeft,  was  fixed  by  a  pragmatic 
fanction,  which  the  emperor  promulgated  at  the  requeft  of  the  pope. 
Juftinian  introduced  his  own  jurifprudence  into  the  fchools  and 
tribunals  of  the  Weft:  he  ratified  the  adts  of  Theodoric  and  his 
immediate  fucceffors,  but  every  deed  was  refcinded  and  abolifhed, 
which  force  had  extorted,  or  fear  had  fubfcribed,  under  the  usurpa- 
tion of  Totila.  A  moderate  theory  was  framed  to  reconcile  the 
rights  of  property  with  the  fafety  of  prefcription,  the  claims  of  the 
ftate  with  the  poverty  of  the  people,  and  the  pardon  of  offences 
with  the  intereft  of  virtue  and  order  of  fociety.  Under  the  Exarchs 
of  Ravenna,  Rome  was  degraded  to  the  fecond  rank.  Yet  the 
fenators  were  gratified  by  the  permiflion  of  vifiting  their  eftates  in 
Italy,  and  of  approaching  without  obftacle  the  throne  of  Conftanti- 
nople  :  the  regulation  of  weights  and  meafures  was  delegated  to 
the  pope  and  fenate ;  and  the  falaries  of  lawyers  and  phyficians,  of 
orators  and  grammarians,  were  deftined  to  preferve  or  rekindle  the 
light  of  fcience  in  the  ancient  capital.    Juftinian  might  didtate  be- 

55  Maffei  has  proved  (Verona  Illuflrata,  56  See  Paulus  Diaconus,  1.  iii.  c.  2.  p.  7-6. 
P.  i.  1.  x.  p.  257.  289. ),  againft  the  common  Menander  (in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  133.)  men- 
opinion,  that  the  dukes  of  Italy  were  inftituted  tions  fome  rifings  in  Italy  by  the  Frank?,  and 
before  the  conqueft  of  the  Lombards  by  Narfes  Theophanes  (p.  201.)  hints  at  fome  Gothic 
himfelf.  In  the  Pragmatic  Sanction  (N°  23.)*  rebellions. 
Juftinian  reftrains  the  judices  militates. 

Vol.  IV.  S  f  nevolcnt 
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G  H  A  P.  nevolent  edi&s",  and  Narfes  might  fecond  his  wifties  by  the  refto- 

*— — -v  '  ration  of  cities,  and  more  efpecially  of  churches.    But  the  power  of 

kings  is  moft  effectual  to  deftroy  :  and  the  twenty  years  of  the 
Gothic  war  had  confummated  the  diftrefs  and  depopulation  of  Italy. 
As  early  as  the  fourth  campaign,  under  the  difcipline  of  Belifarius 
himfelf,  fifty  thoufand  labourers  died  of  hunger 58  in  the  narrow 
region  of  Picenum";  and  a  ftrict  interpretation  of  the  evidence  of 
Procopius  would  fwell  the  lofs  of  Italy  above  the  total  fum  of  her 
prefent  inhabitants 60. 
Invafion  of  I  defire  to  believe,  but  I  dare  not  affirm,  that  Belifarius  fincerely 
rknf,11123"  rejoiced  in  the  triumph  of  Narfes.  Yet  the  confcioufnefs  of  his  own 
A.  D.  559.  exploits  might  teach  him  to  efteem  without  jealoufy  the  merit  of 
a  rival ;  and  the  repofe  of  the  aged  warrior  was  crowned  by  a  laft 
victory  which  faved  the  emperor  and  the  capital.  The  Barbarians 
who  annually  vifited  the  provinces  of  Europe  were  lefs  difcouraged 
by  fome  accidental  defeats,  than  they  were  excited  by  the  double 
hope  of  fpoil  and  of  fubfidy.  In  the  thirty-fecond  winter  of  Jufti- 
nian's  reign,  the  Danube  was  deeply  frozen  :  Zabergan  led  the  ca- 
valry of  the  Bulgarians,  and  his  ftandard  was  followed  by  a  pro- 
mifcuous  multitude  of  Sclavonians.    The  favage  chief  pafTed  with- 

57  The  Pragmatic  San&ion  of  Jurtinian,  and  eaten,  by  two  women,  who  were  detedV 
which  reftores  and  regulates  the  civil  ftate  of  ed  and  flain  by  the  eighteenth,  &c. 
Italy,  confifts  of  xxvii  articles:  it  is  dated  59  Quinta  regio  Piceni  eft  ;  quondam  uber- 
Auguft  15,  A.  D.  554;  is  addre/Ted  to  Nar-  rimae  multitudinis,  ccclx  millia  Picentium  in 
fes,  V.  J.  Fnepofuus  Sacri  Cubiculi,  and  to  fidem  P.  R.  venere  (Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  iii. 
AntiochuSjPraefeftusPraetorio Italia;;  and  has  18. )•  In  the  time  of  Vefpafian,  this  ancient 
been  preferved  by  Julian  Anteceflbr,  and  in  population  was  already  diminifhed. 
the  Corpus  Juris  Civilis,  after  the  novels  and  «°  Perhaps  fifteen  or  fixteen  millions.  Pro- 
edias  of  Jurtinian,  Juftin,  and  Tiberius.  copius  (Anecdot.  c.  18.)  computes  that  Africa 
«»  A  ftill  greater  number  was  confumed  by  l0ft  five  millions,  that  Italy  was  thrice  as  ex- 
famine  in  the  fouthern  provinces,  without  tenfive,  and  that  the  depopulation  was  in  a 
the  Ionian  gulph.  Acorns  were  ufed  larger  proportion.  But  his  reckoning  is  in- 
in  the  place  of  bread.  Procopius  had  feen  a  flamed  by  paflion,  and  clouded  with  uncer- 
deferted  orphan  fuckled  by  a  fhe-goat.    Se-  tainty, 


venteen  paflengers  were  lodged,  murdered, 


out 
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Macedonia  and  Thrace,  and  advanced  with  no  more  than  feven  *> 
thoufand  horfe  to  the  long  walls  which  mould  have  defended  the 
territory  of  Conftantinople.    But  the  works  of  man  are  impotent 
againft  the  affaults  of  nature  :  a  recent  earthquake  had  fhaken  the 
foundations  of  the  wall ;  and  the  forces  of  the  empire  were  em- 
ployed on  the  diftant  frontiers  of  Italy,  Africa,  and  Perfia.  The 
feven  Jcbools6',  or  companies  of  the  guards  or  domeftic  troops,  had 
been  augmented  to  the  number  of  five  thoufand  five  hundred  men, 
whofe  ordinary  ftation  was  in  the  peaceful  cities  of  Afia.    But  the 
places  of  the  brave  Armenians  were  infenfibly  fupplied  by  lazy  ci- 
tizens, who  purchafed  an  exemption  from  the  duties  of  civil  life, 
without  being  expofed  to  the  dangers  of  military  fervice.  Of 
fuch  foldiers,  few  could  be  tempted  to  fally  from  the  gates ;  and 
none  could  be  perfuaded  to  remain  in  the  field,  unlefs  they  wanted 
ftrength  and  fpeed  to  efcape  from  the  Bulgarians.    The  report  of 
the  fugitives  exaggerated  the  numbers  and  fiercenefs  of  an  enemy, 
who  had  polluted  holy  virgins,  and  abandoned  new-born  infants  to 
the  dogs  and  vultures  j  a  crowd  of  ruftics,  imploring  food  and  pro* 
tetlion,  encreafed  the  confternation  of  the  city,  and  the  tents  of 
Zabergan  were  pitched  at  the  diftance  of  twenty  miles61,  on  the 
banks  of  a  fmall  river,  which  encircles  Melanthias,  and  afterwards 
falls  into  the  Propontis63.    Juftinian  trembled  :  and  thofe  who  had 

*'  In  the  decay  of  thefe  military  fchools,  ing's  Observations).    The  firft  xii  miles,  ag 

the  fatire  of  Procopius  ( Anecdot.  c.  24.  Ale-  far  as  Rhegium,  were  paved  by  Juftinian, 

man.  p.  102,  103.)  is  confirmed  and  illuf-  who  built  a  bridge  over  a  morafs  or  gullet 

trated  by  Agathias  (1.  v.  p.  159. ),  who  can-  between  a  lake  and  the  fea  (Procop.  de  Edif. 

not  be  rejected  as  an  hoftile  witnefs.  L  iv.  c.  8.). 

61  The  diftance  from  Conftantinople  to       63  The  Atyras  (Pompon.  Mela,  1.  ii.  c.  2. 

Melanthias,  Villa Csefariana  (Ammian.Mar-  p.  169.  edit.  Vofl".).    At  the  river's  mouth,  a 

cellin.  xxx.  II.),  is  varioufly  fixed  at  102  or  town  or  caftie  of  the  fame  name  was  fortified 

l4oftadia  (Suidas,  torn.  ii.  p.  522,  523.  Aga-  by  Juftinian  (Procop.  de  Edif.  I.  iv.  c.  2. 

thias,  1.  v.  p.  158.).  orxviii  or  xix  miles  (Iti-  Itinerar.  p.  570.  and  WelTeling). 
aeraria,  p.  138.  230.  323.  332.  and  Weffel- 
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cf  Belifarius. 


C  XLin  P'  0n^  **een  ^ie  emPeroi"  *n  h'ls  °^  a8e»  were  pleafed  to  fuppofe,  that 

<— — v  '  he  had  loji  the  alacrity  and  vigour  of  his  youth.    By  his  command, 

the  veffels  of  gold  and  filver  were  removed  from  the  churches  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  even  the  fuburbs,  of  Conftantinople :  the 
ramparts  were  lined  with  trembling  fpectators  :  the  golden  gate  was 
crowded  with  ufelefs  generals  and  tribunes,  and  the  fenate  fhared 
the  fatigues  and  the  apprehenfions  of  the  populace. 
■fLaft  vidory  But  the  eyes  of  the  prince  and  people  were  directed  to  a  feeble 
veteran,  who  was  compelled  by  the  public  danger  to  refume  the 
armour  in  which  he  had  entered  Carthage  and  defended  Rome.  The 
horfes  of  the  royal  ftables,  of  private  citizens,  and  even  of  the  circus, 
were  haftily  collected  ;  the  emulation  of  the  old  and  young  was 
roufed  by  the  name  of  Belifarius,  and  his  firft  encampment  was  in 
the  prefence  of  a  victorious  enemy.  His  prudence,  and  the  labour 
of  the  friendly  peafants,  fecured,  with  a  ditch  and  rampart,  the  re- 
pofe  of  the  night :  innumerable  fires,  and  clouds  of  duft,  were  art- 
fully contrived  to  magnify  the  opinion  of  his  ftrength  :  his  foldiers 
fuddenly  pafled  from  defpondency  to  prefumption  ;  and,  while  ten 
thoufand  voices  demanded  the  battle,  Belifarius  diflembled  his  know- 
ledge, that  in  the  hour  of  trial  he  muft  depend  on  the  firmnefs  of 
three  hundred  veterans.  The  next  morning,  the  Bulgarian  cavalry 
advanced  to  the  charge.  But  they  heard  the  fhouts  of  multitudes, 
they  beheld  the  arms  and  difcipline  of  the  front ;  they  were  afTaulted 
on  the  flanks  by  two  ambufcades  which  rofe  from  the  woods;  their 
foremoft  warriors  fell  by  the  hand  of  the  aged  hero  and  his  guards; 
and  the  fwiftnefs  of  their  evolutions  was  rendered  ufelefs  by  the 
clofe  attack  and  rapid  purfuit  of  the  Romans.  In  this  action  (fo 
fpeedy  was  their  flight)  the  Bulgarians  loft  only  four  hundred  horfe  ; 
but  Conftantinople  was  faved  ;  and  Zabergan,  who  felt  the  hand  of 
a  matter,  withdrew  to  a  refpectful  diftance.  But  his  friends  were 
numerous  in  the  councils  of  the  emperor,  and  Belifarius  obeyed  with 
1 1  reluc- 
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reluctance,  the  commands  of  envy  and  Juftinian,  which  forbade  c  H  ,£  p- 

1  XLIli. 

him  to  atchieve  the  deliverance  of  his  country.  On  his  return  to  *  w 
the  city,  the  people,  ftill  confcious  of  their  danger,  accompanied  his 
triumph  with  acclamations  of  joy  and  gratitude,  which  were  im- 
puted as  a  crime  to  the  -victorious  general.  But  when  he  entered 
the  palace,  the  courtiers  were  filent,  and  the  emperor,  after  a  cold 
and  thanklefs  embrace,  difmifled  him  to  mingle  with  the  train  of 
flaves.  Yet  fo  deep  was  the  imprefTion  of  his  glory  on  the  minds  of 
men,  that  Juftinian,  in  the  feventy-feventh  year  of  his  age,  was 
encouraged  to  advance  near  forty  miles  from  the  capital,  and  to  in- 
fpect  in  perfon  the  reftoration  of  the  long  wall.  The  Bulgarians 
wafted  the  fummer  in  the  plains  of  Thrace  ;  but  they  were  inclined 
to  peace  by  the  failure  of  their  rafh  attempts  on  Greece  and  the 
Cherfonefus*  A  menace  of  killing  their  prifoners  quickened  the 
payment  of  heavy  ranfoms ;  and  the  departure  of  Zabergan  was 
haftened  by  the  report,  that  double-prowed  veflels  were  built  on  the 
Danube  to  intercept  his  paiTage.  The  danger  was  foon  forgotten;, 
and  a  vain  queftion,  whether  their  fovereign  had  fhewn  more  wif- 
dom  or  weaknefs,  amufed  the  idlenefs  of  the  city64. 

About  two  years  after  the  laft  victory  of  Belifarius,  the  emperor  difgrae* 

J  J  '  r  and  death, 

returned  from  a  Thracian  journey  of  health,  or  bufinefs,  or  devo-  A.D.  561, 
tion.  Juftinian  was  afflicted  by  a  pain  in  his  head  ;  and  his  private 
entry  countenanced  the  rumour  of  his  death.  Before  the  third  hour 
of  the  day,  the  bakers  fhops  were  plundered  of  their  bread,  the 
houfes  were  fhut,  and  every  citizen,  with  hope  or  terror,  prepared, 
for  the  impending  tumult.  The  fenators  themfelves,  fearful  and 
fufpicious,  were  convened  at  the  ninth  hour ;  and  the  prefect  re- 
ceived their  commands  to  viftt  every  quarter  of  the  city,  and  pro- 

*♦  The  Bulgarian  war,  and  the  laft  vi&ory    p.  154 — 1 74.)  and  the  dry  Chronicle  of  Theo- 
of  Belifarius,  are  imperfeftly  represented  in    phanes  (p.  197,  198.)- 
the  prolix  declamation  of  Agathias  (1.  5. 

claim 
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C  XLiu  P   d'dim  a  general  illumination  for  the  recovery  of  the  emperor's  health. 

!  a  '  The'ferment  fubfided  ;  but  every  accident  betrayed  the  impotence  of 

the  government  and  the  factious  temper  of  the  people :  the  guards 
were  dilpofed  to  mutiny  as  often  as  their  quarters  were  changed  or 
their  pay  was  withheld  :  the  frequent  calamities  of  fires  and  earth- 
quakes afforded  the  opportunities  of  diforder ;  the  difputes  of  the 
blues  and  greens,  of  the  orthodox  and  heretics,  degenerated  into 
bloody  battles ;  and,  in  the  prcfence  of  the  Perfian  ambaflador,  Juf- 
tinian  blufhed  for  himfelf  and  for  his  fubjeets.  Capricious  pardon 
and  arbitrary  punifhment  embittered  the  irkfomenefs  and  difcontent 
of  a  long  reign :  a  confpiracy  was  formed  in  the  palace ;  and,  unlefs 
we  are  deceived  by  the  names  of  Marcellus  and  Sergius,  the  moft 
virtuous  and  the  moft  profligate  of  the  courtiers  were  aflbciated  in 
the  fame  defigns.  They  had  fixed  the  time  of  the  execution  ;  their 
rank  gave  them  accefs  to  the  royal  banquet ;  and  their  black  flaves65 
were  ftationed  in  the  veftibule  and  porticos  to  announce  the  death 
of  the  tyrant,  and  to  excite  a  fedition  in  the  capital.  But  the  in- 
difcretion  of  an  accomplice  faved  the  poor  remnant  of  the  days  of 
Juftinian.  The  confpirators  were  detected  and  feized,  with  daggers 
hidden  under  their  garments :  Marcellus  died  by  his  own  hand,  and 
Sergius  was  dragged  from  the  fanctuary  6\  PrefTed  by  remorfe,  or 
tempted  by  the  hopes  of  fafety,  he  accufed  two  officers  of  the 
houfehold  of  Belifarius ;  and  torture  forced  them  to  declare  that  they 
had  acted  according  to  the  fecret  inftructions  of  their  patron  6\ 
Pofterity  will  not  haftily  believe  that  an  hero  who,  in  the  vigour  of 

65  I>J«;.    They  could  fcarcely  be  real  In-  66  The  Sergius  (Vandal.  I.  ii.  c.  21,  22. 

dians ;  and  the  Ethiopians,  fometimes  known  Anecdot.  c.  5.)  and  Marcellus  (Goth.  1.  iii. 

by  that  name,  were  never  ufed  by  the  ancients  c.  32.)  are  mentioned  by  Procopius.  See 

as  guards  or  followers :  they  were  the  trifling,  Theophanes,  p.  197.  201. 

though  coftly,  objects  of  female  and  royal  «7  Alemannus  (p.  3.)  quotes  an  old  Byzan- 

Juxury  (Terent.  Eunuch.  a£U.  fceneii.  Sue-  tine  MS.  which  has  been  printed  in  the  Jm- 

ton.  in  Auguft.  c.  83.  with  a  good  note  of  perium  Orientale  of  Banduri. 
Cafaubon,  in  Caligula,  c.  57.). 

I  life, 
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life,  had  difdained  the  faireft  offers  of  ambition  and  revenge,  mould  C  H  A  P. 

ftoop  to  the  murder  of  his  prince,  whom  he  could  not  long  expect  <  i  ' 

to  furvive.  His  followers  were  impatient  to  fly;  but  flight  muft 
have  been  fupported  by  rebellion,  and  he  had  lived  enough  for  na- 
ture and  for  glory.    Belifarius  appeared  before  the  council  with  lefs  A.  D.  563, 

.  .    December  5  . 

fear  than  indignation :  after  forty  years  fervice,  the  emperor  had 

prejudged  his  guilt;  and  injuftice  was  fanctified  by  the  prefence  and. 

authority  of  the  patriarch.    The  life  of  Belifarius  was  gracioufly 

fpared  ;  but  his  fortunes  were  fequeftered,  and,  from  December  to 

July,  he  was  guarded  as  a  prifoner  in  his  own  palace.    At  length  A.D.  564, 

his  innocence  was  acknowledged  ;  his  freedom  and  honours  were  re-  ^uly  '9* 

flored ;  and  death,  which  might  be  haftened  by  refentment  and 

grief,  removed  him  from  the  world  about  eight  months  after  his  A.D.  565, 

r  ^  .  .        .   n  March  13. 

deliverance.  1  he  name  01  Belilanus  can.  never  die  :  but  lnltead  of 
the  funeral,  the  monuments,  the  ftatues,  fo  juflly  due  to  his  me- 
mory, I  only  read,  that  his  treafures,  the  fpoils  of  the  Goths  and 
Vandals,  were  immediately  confifcated  by  the  emperor.  Some  de- 
cent portion  was  referved,  however,  for  the  ufe  of  his  widow  ;  and 
as  Antonina  had  much  to  repent,  fhe  devoted  the  laft  remains  of 
her  life  and  fortune  to  the  foundation  of  a  convent.  Such  is  the 
fimple  and  genuine  narrative  of  the  fall  of  Belifarius  and  the  in- 
gratitude of  Juftinian'3.  That  he  was  deprived  of  his  eyes,  and 
reduced  by  envy  to  beg  his  bread,  "  Give  a  penny  to  Belifarius  the 
general!"  is  a  fiction  of  later  times'9,  which  has  obtained  credit,  or 

rather 

61  Of  the  difgrace  and  reftoration  of  Beli-  The  fource  of  this  idle  fable  may  be 

farius,  the  genuine  original  record  is  pre-  derived  from  a  mifcellaneous  work  of  tl.- 
fervedln  the  fragment  of  John  Malala  (torn.  ii.  xiith"  century,  the  Chiliads  of  John  Tzet- 
p.  234 — 243-)  and  the  exadr.  Chronicle  cf  zes,  a  monk  (Balil.  1  r 46.  ad  calceni 
Theophanes  (p.  194—  204.).  Cedrenus  (Com-  Lycophront.  Colon.  Allobrog.  1 6 1 4.  in 
pend.  p.  387,  388.)  and  Zonaras  (torn.  ii.  Corp.  Poet.  Grxc).  He  relates  the  blind*- 
l.xiv.  p.  69.)  feem  to  hefitate  between  the  nefs  and  beggary  of  Belifarius  in  ten  vul- 
•bfolete  truth  and  the  growing  falfehood.  gar  or  political  verfes  (Chiliad  iii.  N°  88% 
•  339 
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CHAP,  rather  favour,  as  a  ftrange  example  of  the  viciffitudes  of  for- 
— v  »   tune  7\ 

Death  and        If  the  emperor  could  rejoice  in  the  death  of  Belifarius,  he  enjoved 

character  °f,irr.rri.  .   .  .         i      i   n         •    i     r  •  r 

juftinian,  the  bale  fatisiachon  only  eight  months,  the  lalt  period  of  a  reign  of 
Nb^'ii.5'  thirty-eight,  and  a  life  of  eighty-three  years.  It  would  be  difficult 
to  trace  the  character  of  a  prince  who  is  not  the  moft  confpicuous 
object  of  his  own  times :  but  the  confeffions  of  an  enemy  may  be 
received  as  the  fafeft  evidence  of  his  virtues.  The  refemblance  of 
Juftinian  to  the  bull  of  Domitian,  is  malicioufly  urged7'  ;  with  the 
acknowledgment,  however,  of  a  well-proportioned  figure,  a  ruddy 
complexion,  and  a  pleafing  countenance.  The  emperor  was  eafy 
of  accefs,  patient  of  hearing,  courteous  and  affable  in  difcourfe,  and 
a  mafter  of  the  angry  pafllons,  which  rage  with  fuch  deftructive 
violence  in  the  breaft  of  a  defpot.  Procopius  praifes  his  temper  to 
reproach  him  with  calm  and  deliberate  cruelty  ;  but  in  the  confpi- 
racies  which  attacked  his  authority  and  perfon,  a  more  candid  judge 
will  approve  the  juftice,  or  admire  the  clemency  of  Juftinian.  He 
excelled  in  the  private  virtues  of  chaftity  and  temperance  :  but  the 
impartial  love  of  beauty  would  have  been  lefs  mifchievous,  than  his 

339 — 34^'  in  Corp.  Poet.  Grxc.  torn.  ii.  is  vulgarly  given  to  Belifarius,  may  be  afcribed 

p.  311.).  with  more  dignity  to  Auguftus  in  the  aft  of 

E^TiiAa  fe&w  xfx-Tii  =£oa  ry  ,*i>.iw  propitiating  Nemelis  ( Winckelman,  Hilt,  de 

B=>.:rafiu  tS&of  cut;  ru  rrcnr.'Ka.Tr,  l'Art,  torn.  iii.  p.  266.).    Ex  nodturno  vifu 

0>  Tu^r,  fa-;  ii-.iac-i ,  aroTt'£Aoi  £  0  ^9oic>  etiam  ftipem,  quotannis,  die  certo,  emendi- 

Tl)4s  moral  or  romantic  tale  was  imported  in-  cabat  a  populo,  cavam  manum  afles  porrigen- 

to  Italy  with  the  language  and  manufcripts  of  tibus  prsbens  (Sueton.  in  Auguft.  c.  91.  with 

Greece;  repeated  before  the  end  of  the  x\th  an  excellent  note  of  Cafaubon). 

century  by  Crinitus,  Pontanus,  and  Volater-  The  rubor  of  Domitian  is  ftigmatifed, 

ranus;  attacked  by  Alciat,  for  the  honour  of  quaintly  enough,  by  the  pen  of  Tacitus  (in 

the  law;  and  defended  by  Baronius  (A.  D.  Vit.  Agricol.  c.  45.)  ;  and  has  been  likewife 

561.  N°  2,  &c),  for  the  honour  of  the  church,  noticed   by  the  younger  Pliny  (Panegyr. 

Yet  Tzetzes  himfelf  had  read  in  other  chro-  c.  48.)  and  Suetonius  (in  Domitian,  c.  18. 

nicies,  that  Belifarius  did  not  lofe  his  fight,  and  Cafaubon  ad  locum).   Procopius  (Anec- 

and  that  he  recovered  his  fame  and  fortunes,  dot.  c.  8.)  fooliflily  believes  that  only  one  buft 

70  The  ftatue  in  the  villa  Borghefe  at  Rome,  of  Domitian  had  reached  the  vith  century, 
in  a  fitting  pofture,  with  an  open  hand,  which 

conjugal 
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conjugal  tend ernefs  for  Theodora  ;  and  his  abftemious  diet  was  re-  CHAP. 

gulated,  not  by  the  prudence  of  a  philofopher,  but  the  fuperftition  «  — ' 

of  a  monk.  His  repafts  were  fliort  and  frugal :  on  folemn  fafts,  he 
contented  himfelf  with  water  and  vegetables ;  and  fuch  was  his 
ftrength,  as  well  as  fervour,  that  he  frequently  pafied  two  days  and 
as  many  nights,  without  tafting  any  food.  The  meafure  of  his 
fleep  was  not  lefs  rigorous :  after  the  repofe  of  a  fingle  hour,  the 
body  was  awakened  by  the  foul,  and,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  his 
chamberlains,  Juftiniaa  walked  or  ftudied  till  the  morning  light. 
Such  reftlefs  application  prolonged  his  time  for  the  acquifition  of 
knowledge7*  and  the  difpatch  of  bufinefs  ;  and  he  might  ferioufly 
deferve  the  reproach  of  confounding,  by  minute  and  prepofierous 
diligence,  the  general  order  of  his  adrniniftration.  The  emperor 
profeffed  himfelf  a  mufician  and  architect,  a  poet  and  philofopher, 
a  lawyer  and  theologian ;  and  if  he  failed  in  the  enterpriie  of  recon- 
ciling the  Chriftian  feels,  the  review  of  the  Roman  jurifprudence 
is  a  noble  monument  of  his  fpirit  and  induftry.  In  the  government 
of  the  empire,  he  was  lefs  wife  or  lefs  fuccefsful :  the  age  was  un- 
fortunate; the  people  was  oppreffed  and  difcontented  ;  Theodora 
abufed  her  power  ;  a  fucceffion  of  bad  minifters  diigraced  his  judg- 
ment ;  and  Juftinian  was  neither  beloved  in  his  life,  nor  regretted 
at  his  death.  The  love  of  fame  was  deeply  implanted  in  his  breafr, 
but  he  condefcended  to  the  poor  ambition  of  titles,  honours,  and 
contemporary  praife  ;  and  while  he  laboured  to  fix  the  admira- 
tion, he  forfeited  the  efteem  and  affection  of  the  Romans.  The 
defign  of  the  African  and  Italian  wars  was  boldly  conceived  and  ex- 
ecuted:  and  his  penetration  difcovered  the  talents  of  Belifarius  in 

71  The  ftudies  and  fcience  of  Juftinian  are  copius.    Confult  the  copious  index  of  Ale- 

attefted  by  the  confeffion  (Anecdot.  c.  8.  13.),  mannus,  and  read  the  life  of  Jultinian  by 

fliil  more  than  by  the  praifes  (Gothic.  1.  iii.  Ludewig  (p.  135 — 14.2.)- 
c.  31.  de  Edific.  1.  i.  Proem,  c.  7.),  of  Pro- 

Vol.  IV.  T  t  the 
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C  xLifl  P        camP>  c^  Narfes  in  the  palace.    But  the  name  of  the  emperor 

*  '  is  eclipfecl  by  the  names  of  his  victorious  generals  ;  and  Belifarius 

ftill  lives,  to  upbraid  the  envy  and  ingratitude  of  his  fovereign.  The 
partial  favour  of  mankind  applauds  the  genius  of  a  conqueror,  who 
leads  and  directs  his  fubjects  in  the  exereife  of  arms.  The  charac- 
ters of  Philip  the  Second  and  of  Juftinian  are  diftinguifhed  by  the 
eold  ambition  which  delights  in  war,  and  declines  the  dangers  of 
the  field.  Yet  a  coloflal  ftatue  of  bronze  reprefented  the  emperor 
on  horfeback,  preparing  to  march  againft  the  Perfians  in  the  habit 
and  armour  of  Achilles.  In  the  great  fquare  before  the  church  of 
St.  Sophia,  this  monument  was  raifed  on  a  brafs  column  and  a  ftone 
pedeftal  of  feven  fteps  :  and  the  pillar  of  Theodofius,  which  weighed 
feven  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds  of  filver,  was  removed  from 
the  fame  place  by  the  avarice  and  vanity  of  Juftinian.  Future  princes 
were  more  juft  or  indulgent  to  his  memory  ;  the  elder  Andronicusj 
in  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century,  repaired  and  beautified 
his  equeftrian  ftatue  :  fince  the  fall  of  the  empire,  it  has  been  melted 
into  cannon  by  the  victorious  Turks  7\. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter  with  the  comets,  the  earthquakes,, 
and  the  plague,  which  aftonifhed  or  afflicted  the  age  of  Juftinian. 
Comeu,  L  1°-  the  fifth  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  month  of  September,. 
53^  53*9.  a  comet7+  was  feen  during  twenty  days  in  the  weftern  quarter  of  the 
heavens,  and  which  mot  its  rays  into  the  north.  Eight  years  after- 
wards, while  the  fun  was-  in  Capricorn,  another  comet  appeared 
to  follow  in  the  Sagitary  :  the  fize  was  gradually  encreafing ;  the 
head  was  in  the  eaft,  the  tail  in  the  weft,  and  it  remained  viiible  above 

73  See  in  the  C.  P.  Chrilliana  of  Ducange  (p.  154.)  ;  the  fecond  by  Procopius  (Perfic. 
(1.  i.  c,  24.  N°  1.),  a  chain  of  original  telli-  1.  ii.  c.  4.).  Yet  I  ftrongly  fufpett  their  iden- 
monies,  from  Procopius  in  the  vi,Jl,  to  Gyllius  tity.  The  palenefs  of  the  fun  (Vandal.  1.  ii. 
in  the  xvith,  century.  c.  14.)  is  applied  by  Theophanes  (p.  158.)  to 

74  The  firft  comet  is  mentioned  by  John  a  different  year* 
Malala  (torn,  ii.  p.  190.  219.)  and  Theophanes 

13.  forty 
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forty  days.  The  nations,  who  gazed  with  aftonifhment,  expected  c  *  P, 
•wars  and  calamities  from  their-  baleful  influence  ;  and  thefe  expecta-  *<  j 
tions  were  abundantly  fulfilled.  The  aftronomers  diflembled  their 
ignorance  of  the  nature  of  thefe  blazing  ftars,  which  they  affected 
to  reprefent  as  the  floating  meteors  of  the  air  ;  and  few  among  them 
embraced  the  fimple  notion  of  Seneca  and  the  Chaldseans,  that  they 
are  only  planets  of  a  longer  period  and  more  eccentric  motion". 
Time  and  fcience  have  juftified  the  conjectures  and  predictions  of 
the  Roman  fage :  the  telefcope  has  opened  new  worlds  to  the  eyes 
of  aftronomers 76  j  and,  in  the  narrow  fpace  of  hiflory  and  fable, 
one  and  the  fame  comet  is  already  found  to  have  revilited  the  earth 
in  /even  equal  revolutions  of  five  hundred  and  feventy-five  years. 
The  jftrjl11^  which  afcends  beyond  the  Chriftian  sera  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fixty-feven  years,  is  coeval  with  Ogyges  the 
father  of  Grecian  antiquity.  And  this  appearance  explains  the  tra- 
dition which  Varro  has  preferved,  that  under  his  reign,  the  planet 
Venus  changed  her  colour,  fize,  figure,  and  courfe  ;  a  prodigy, 
without  example  either  in  paft  or  fucceeding  ages78.  The  fecond 
vifit,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and  ninety-three,  is  darkly  implied 
in  the  fable  of  Electra  the  feventh  of  the  Pleiads,  who  have  been 
reduced  to  fix  fince  the  time  of  the  Trojan  war.  That  nymph,  the 
wife  of  Dardanus,  was  unable  to  fupport  the  ruin  of  her  country : 

'5  Seneca's  vii'h  book  of  Natural  Queftions  parition  of  the  fame  comet  which  drowned 

difplays,  in  the  theory  of  comets,  a  philofo-  the  earth  with  its  tail. 

phic  mind.    Yet  mould  we  not  too  can-  7*  A  Differtation  of  Freret  (Memoires  de 

didly  confound  a  vague  prediction,  a  ve-  l'Academie  des  Infcriptions,  torn.  x.  p.  357 

niet  tempus,  &c.  with  the  merit  of  real  — 377.)  affords  an  happy  union  of  philofophy 

difcoveries.  and  erudition.   The  phenomenon  in  the  time 

76  Aftronomers  may  ftudy  Newton  and  Hal-  of  Ogyges  was  preferved  by  Varro  (apud  Au- 
ley.  I  draw  my  humble  fcience  from  thear-  guftin.  de  Civitate  Dei,  xxi.  8.),  who  quotes 
tide  Co  mete.,  in  the  French  Encyclopedic  Caftor,  Dion  of  Naples,  and  Adraftus  of  Cy- 
by  M.  d'Alembert.  zicus — nobiles  mathematici.    The  two  fub- 

77  Whifton,  the  honeft,  pious,  vifionary  fequent  periods  are  preferved  by  the  Greek 
Whifton,  had  fancied,  for  the  sera  of  Noah's  mythologifts  and  the  fpurious  books  of  Sibyl- 
flood  (2Z4Z  years  before  Chrift),  a  prior  ap-  line  verfes. 

T  t  2  fhc 
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C  v*r  if  P"  ^e  abandoned  the  dances  of  her  fitter  orbs,  fled  from  the  zodiac 
*  ■  v  •*  to  the  north  pole,  and  obtained,  from  her  difhevelled  locks,  the  name 
of  the  comet.  The  third  period  expires  in  the  year  fix  hundred  and 
eighteen,  a  date  that  exactly  agrees  with  the  tremendous  comet  of 
the  Sibyll,  and  perhaps  of  Pliny,  which  arofe  in  the  Weft  two  ge- 
nerations before  the  reign  of  Cyrus.  The  fourth  apparition,  forty- 
four  years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  is  of  all  others  the  moft  fplen- 
did  and  important.  After  the  death  of  Casfar,  a  long-haired  ftar 
was  confpicuous  to  Rome  and  to  the  nations,  during  the  games 
which  were  exhibited  by  young  Octavian,  in  honour  of  Venus  and 
his  uncle.  The  vulgar  opinion,  that  it  conveyed  to  heaven  the 
divine  foul  of  the  dictator,  was  cherifhed  and  confecrated  by  the 
piety  of  a  ftatefman  :  while  his  fecret  fuperftition  referred  the  comet 
to  the  glory  of  his  own  times79.  The  fftb  vifit  has  been  already 
afcribed  to  the  fifth  year  of  Juftinian,  which  coincides  with  the  five 
hundred  and  thirty-firft  of  the  Chriftian  aera.  And  it  may  deferve 
notice,  that  in  this,  as  in  the  preceding  inftance,  the  comet  was 
followed,  though  at  a  longer  interval,  by  a  remarkable  palenefs 
of  the  fun.  The  fixth  return,  in  the  year  eleven  hundred  and 
fix,  is  recorded  by  the  chronicles  of  Europe  and  China  j  and  in 
the  firft  fervour  of  the  Crufades,  the  Chriftians  and  the  Mahomet- 
ans might  furmife  with  equal  reafon,  that  it  portended  the  de- 
ftruction  of  the  Infidels.  The  feventh  phenomenon,  of  one  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  eighty,  was  prefented  to  the  eyes  of  an  enlightened 
age  8°.    The  philofophy  of  Bayle  difpelled  a  prejudice  which  Mil- 

79  Pliny  (Hift.  Nat.  ii.  23.)  has  tranfcribed  of  December  1680.    Bayle,  who  begun  his 

the  original  memorial  of  Auguftus.  Mairan,  in  Penfees    fur  la  Comete   in    January  1 68 1 

his  moft  ingenious  letters  to  the  P.  Parennin,  (Oeuvres,  torn,  iii.),  was  forced  to  argue  that 

miffionary  in  China,  removes  the  games  and  a  fupernatural  comet  would  have  confirmed 

the  comet  of  September,  from  the  year  44  to  the  ancients  in  their  idolatry.  Bernoulli 

the  year  43,  before  the  Chrillifrn  sera ;  but  I  (fee  his  Eloge,  in  Fontenelle,  torn.  v.  p.  99.) 

am  not  totally  fubdued  by  the  crhicifm  of  the  was  forced  to  allow  that  the  tail,  though  not 

aftronomer  (Opufcules,  p.  275  —  35 1-)-  ^  head,  was  a  ftgn  of  the  wrath  of  God. 

*°  This  laft  comet  was  vifible  in  the  month 

ton's 
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ton's  mufe  had  fo  recently  adorned,  that  the  comet  "  from  its  c  H  *  p-" 

"  horrid  hair  fhakes  peftilence  and  war  8I."    Its  road  in  the  heavens  <  v  * 

was  obferved  with  exquifite  fkill  by  Flamftead  and  Caflini  ;  and 
the  mathematical  fcience  of  Bernoulli,  Newton,  and  Halley,  in- 
veftigated  the  laws  of  its  revolutions.  At  the  eighth  period,  in  the 
year  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-five,  their  calculations 
may  perhaps  be  verified  by  the  aftronomers  of  fome  future  capital 
in  the  Siberian  or  American  wildernefs. 

II.  The  near  approach  of  a  comet  may  injure  or  deftroy  the  globe  Ear^h~ 
which  we  inhabit ;  but  the  changes  on  its  furface  have  been  hitherto  ^ 
produced  by  the  action  of  vulcanos  and  earthquakes81.  The  nature 
of  the  foil  may  indicate  the  countries  moft  expofed  to  thefe  formid- 
able concufiions,  fince  they  are  caufed  by  fubterraneous  fires,  and 
fuch  fires  are  kindled  by  the  union  and  fermentation  of  iron  and 
fulphur.  But  their  times  and  effects  appear  to  lie  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  curiofity,  and  the  philofopher  will  difcreetly  abftain 
from  the  prediction  of  earthquakes,  till  he  has  counted  the  drops  of 
water  that  filently  filtrate  on  the  inflammable  mineral,  and  meafured 
the  caverns  which  encreafe  by  refiftance  the  explofion  of  the  im- 
prifoned  air.  Without  affigning  the  caufe,  hiftory  will  diftinguiih 
the  periods  in  which  thefe  calamitous  events  have  been  rare  or  fre- 
quent, and  will  obferve,  that  this  fever  of  the  earth  raged  with 
uncommon  violence  during  the  reign  of  Juftinian83.    Each  year  is 

marked 

81  Paradife  Loll;  was  publifned  in  the  year  fon  (torn.  i.  p.  502 — 536.  Supplement  a 
1667  ;  and  the  famous  lines  (1.  ii.  708,  &c),  l'Hift.  Naturelle,  torn.  v.  p.  382 — 390.  edi- 
which  ftartled  the  licenfer,  may  allude  to  the  tion  in  4"),  Valmont  de  Bomare  (Didionaire 
recent  comet  of  1664,  obferved  by  Caflini  at  d'Hiftoire  Naturelle,  Tremblemens  de  Tern:, 
Rome  in  the  prefence  of  queen  Chriftina  Pyrites),  Watfon  (Chemical  EiTays,  torn.  i. 
(Fontenelle,  in  his  Eloge,  toirr.  v.  p.  338.)-    p-  181—209.). 

Had  Charles  II.  betrayed  any  fymptoms  of  83  The  earthquakes  that  fhook  the  Roman 
curiofity  or  fear?  world  in  the  reign  of  Juftinian,  are  defcribeJ 

81  For  the  caufe  of  earthquake?,  fee  Euf-    or  mentioned  by  Procopius  (Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  25. 

Anecdot. 
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K  xlih  P*  mar^e^  by  tne  repetition  of  earthquakes,  of  fuch  duration,  that  Con- 


v— '  ftantinople  has  been  fhaken  above  forty  days  ;  of  fuch  extent,  that 
the  mock  has  been  communicated  to  the  whole  furface  of  the  globe, 
or  at  leaft  of  the  Roman  empire.  An  impulfive  or  vibratory  motion 
was  felt :  enormous  chafms  were  opened,  huge  and  heavy  bodies 
were  difcharged  into  the  air,  the  fea  alternately  advanced  and  re- 
treated beyond  its  ordinary  bounds,  and  a  mountain  was  torn  from 
Libanus8*,  and  caft  into  the  waves,  where  it  protected,  as  a  mole, 
the  new  harbour  of  Botrys  8i  in  Phoenicia.  The  ftroke  that  agitates 
an  ant-hill,  may  crufh  the  infect-myriads  in  the  duft  ;  vet  truth 
.  muft  extort  a  confeflion,  that  man  has  induftrioufly  laboured  for  his 
own  deftru&ion.  The  inftitution  of  great  cities,  which  include  a 
nation  within  the  limits  of  a  wall,  almoft  realizes  the  wifh  of  Ca- 
ligula, that  the  Roman  people  had  but  one  neck.    Two  hundred 

A.D.  526,  and  fifty  thoufand  perfons  are  faid  to  have  perifhed  in  the  earth- 
quake of  Antioch,  whofe  domeftic  multitudes  were  fwelled  by  the 

A.D.  551,  conflux  of  ftrangers  to  the  feftival  of  the  Afcenfion.  The  lofs  of 
^Uy9'  Berytus86  was  of  fmaller  account,  but  of  much  greater  value.  That 
city,  on  the  coaft  of  Phoenicia,  was  illuftrated  by  the  ftudy  of  the 
civil  law,  which  opened  the  fureft  road  to  wealth  and  dignity ;  the 
fchools  of  Berytus  were  filled  with  the  rifing  fpirits  of  the  age,  and 

Anecdot.  c.  18.),  Agathias  (l.ii.  p.  52,  53,       85  Botrys  was  founded  (ann.  ante  Chrift. 

54.  1.  v.  p.  145 — 152.),  John  Malala  (Chron.  935  —  903.)  by  Ithobal,  king  of  Tyre  (Mar- 

tom.  ii.  p.  140 — 146.  176, 177.  183.  193.  220.  lham,  Canon  Chron.  p.  387,  388.).   Its  poor 

229.231.233,234.),  and  Theophanes  (p.  151.  reprefentative,  the  village  of  Patrone,  is  now 

183.  189.  191— 196.).  deftitute  of  an  harbour. 

B+  An  abrupt  height,  a  perpendicular  cape,       86  The  univerfity,  fplendour,  and  ruin  of 

between  Aradus  and  Botrys,  named  by  the  Berytus,  are  celebrated  byHeineccius  (p.  351 

■Greeks  9f«vTf oj-wttoi,  and  wirfotruvov  or  ^lOon-poo--  — 356.)  as  an  efiential  part  of  the  hillory  of 

wtgv  by  the  fcrupulous  Chriftians  (Polyb.  1.  v.  the  Roman  law.    It  was  overthrown  in  the 

p.  411.    Pompon.  Mela,  1.  i.  c.  12.  p.  87.  xxvtk  year  of  jullinian,  A.  D.  551,  July  9 

cum  Ifaac  Voff.  Obfervat.  Maundrell,  Jour-  (Theophanes,  p.  192  ) :  but  Agathias  (l.ii. 

siey,  p.  32,  33.   Pocock's  Defcription,  vol.  ii.  p.  51,  52.)  fufpends  the  earthquake  till  he 

f>.  99  ).  has  atchieved  the  Italian  war. 


many 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


3*7 


pany  a  vouth  was  loft  in  the  earthquake,  who  might  have  lived  to  c  *^  A  P. 
be  the  fcourge  or  the  guardian  of  his  country.  In  thefe  diftafters,  »  v 
the  architect:  becomes  the  enemy  of  mankind.  The  hut  of  a  favage, 
or  die  tent  of  an  Arab,  may  be  thrown  down  without  injury  to  the 
inhabitant  j  and  the  Peruvians  had  reafon  to  deride  the  folly  of  their 
Spanifh  conquerors,  who  with  fo  much  coft  and  labour  erected  their 
own  fepulchres.  The  rich  marbles  of  a  patrician  are  darned  on  his 
own  head  :  a  whole  people  is  buried  under  the  ruins  of  public  and 
private  edifices,  and  the  conflagration  is  kindled  and  propagated  by 
the  innumerable  fires  which  are  neceflary  for  the  fubfiftence  and 
manufactures  of  a  great  city.  Inftead  of  the  mutual  fympathy  which 
might  comfort  and  ailift  the  diftrefTed,  they  dreadfully  experience 
the  vices  and  pafiions  which  are  releafed  from  the  fear  of  punifh- 
ment :  the  tottering  houfes  are  pillaged  by  intrepid  avarice  ;  revenge 
embraces  the  moment,  and  felecls  the  victim  ;  and  the  earth  often 
fw allows  the  afTaffin  or  the  ravimer  in  the  confummation  of  their 
erimes.  Superftition  involves  the  prefent  danger  with  invifible  ter- 
rors ;  and  if  the  image  of  death  may  fometimes  be  fubfervient  to 
the  virtue  or  repentance  of  individuals,  an  affrighted  people  is  more 
forcibly  moved  to  expect  the  end  of  the  world,  or  to  deprecate  with- 
fervile  homage  the  wrath  of  an  avenging  Deity. 

III.  JEthiopia  and  Egypt  have  been  ftigmatifed  ia  every  age,  as  Plagoe— its 

g  jo  origin  and 

the  original  fource  and  feminary  of  the  plague  \    In  a  damp,  hot,  nature, 
ftagnating  air,  this  African  fever  is  generated  from  the  putrefaction  A* D*  S42~ 
of  animal  fubftances,  and  efpecially  from  the  fwarms  of  locufts,  not 
lefs  deftructive  to  mankind  in  their  death  than  in  their  lives.  The 
fatal  difeafe  which  depopulated  the  earth  in  the  time  of  Juftinian 
and  his  fucceflbrs  8a,  firft  appeared  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pelu- 

fium,, 

87  I  have  read  with  pleafure  Mead's  Ihort  18  The  great  plague  which  raged  in  542. 
but  elegant  treatife  concerning  Peftilential  and  the  following  years  (Pagi,  Critica,  torn.  ii. 
Diforders,  the  vii?h  edition,  London,  1722.     p.  518.).,  mult  b»  traced  in  Procopius  (Perilc. 

1.  LL 
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C     i^r  P*  -^ium>  between  the  Serbonian  bog  and  the  eaftern  channel  of  the 

aJLij.I1  . 

v. — v — -<  Nile-  From  thence,  tracing  as  it  were  a  double  path,  it  fpread  to 
the  Eaft,  over  Syria,  Perfia,  and  the  Indies,  and  penetrated  to  the 
Weft,  along  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  over  the  continent  of  Europe. 
In  the  fpring  of  the  fecond  year,  Conftantinople,  during  three  or 
four  months,  wras  vifited  by  the  peftilence  :  and  Procopius,  who  ob- 
ferved  its  progrefs  and  fymptoms  with  the  eyes  of  a  phyfician",  has 
emulated  the  {kill  and  diligence  of  Thucydides  in  the  defcription  of 
the  plague  of  Athens90.  The  infection  was  fometimes  announced 
by  the  virions  of  a  diftempered  fancy,  and  the  vidtim  defpaired  as 
foon  as  he  had  heard  the  menace  and  felt,  the  ftroke  of  an  invifible 
fpe&re.  But  the  greater  number,  in  their  beds,  in  the  ftreets,  in 
their  ufual  occupation,  were  furprifed  by  a  flight  fever  ;  fo  flight 
indeed,  that  neither  the  pulfe  nor  the  colour  of  the  patient  gave  any 
figns  of  the  approaching  danger.  The  fame,  the  next,  or  the  fuc- 
ceeding  day,  it  was  declared  by  the  fwelling  of  the  glands,  partial-- 
larly  thofe  of  the  groin,  of  the  arm-pits,  and  under  the  ear;  and 
when  thefe  bubos  or  tumours  were  opened,  they  were  found  to 
contain  a  coal,  or  black  fubftance,  of  the  fize  of  a  lentil.  If  they  came 
to  a  juft  fwelling  and  fuppuration,  the  patient  was  faved  by  this 
kind  and  natural  difcharge  of  the  morbid  humour.  But  if  they  con- 
tinued hard  and  dry,  a  mortification  quickly  enfued,  and  the  fifth 
day  was  commonly  the  term  of  his  life.    The  fever  was  often  ac- 

1.  ii.  c.  22,  23.),  Agathias  (I.  v.  p.  153,  154. ),  Yet  many  words  that  are  now  fcientific,  were 
Evagrius  (1.  iv.  c.  29.),  Paul  Diaconus  (1.  ii.  common  and  popular  in  the  Greek  idiom. 
c.4-p.  776,  777.),  Gregory  of  Tours  (tom.ii.  s*  See  Thucydides,  1.  ii.  c.  47— 54.  p.  127 
1.  iv.  c.  5.  p.  205.),  who  ftyles  it  Lues  Ingui-  — 133.  edit.  Duker,  and  the  poetical  defcrip- 
naria,  and  the  Chronicles  of  Victor  Tunnu-  tion  of  the  fame  plague  by  Lucretius  (I.  vi. 
nenfis  (p.  9.  fn  Thefaur.Temporum),  of  Mar-  1 136— 1284.).  I  was  indebted  to  Dr.  Hun- 
cellinus  (p.  54.), and  of  Theophanes  (p. 153.).  ter  for  an  elaborate  commentary  on  this  part 
83  Dr.  Freind  (Hill.  Medicin.  in  Opp.  of  Thucydides,  a  quarto  of  600  pages  (Ve- 
p.  416—420.  Lond.  1733.)  is'fatisfied  that  net.  1603,  apud  Juntas),  which  was  pro- 
Procopius  muft  have  ftudied  phyfic  from  his  nounced  in  St.  Mark's  library  by  Fabius  Paul- 
knowledge  and  ufe  of  the  technical  words,  linus  Utinenfis,  a  phyfician  and  philofopher. 

10  companied 
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companied  with  lethargy  or  delirium  ;  the  bodies  of  the  fick  were  c  *  p- 
covered  with  black  puftules  or  carbuncles,  the  fymptoms  of  imme-  _? 
diate  death  ;  and  in  the  conftitutions  too  feeble  to  produce  an  erup- 
tion, the  vomiting  of  blood  was  followed  by  a  mortification  of  the 
bowels.  To  pregnant  women  the  plague  was  generally  mortal : 
yet  one  infant  was  drawn  alive  from  his  dead  mother,  and  three 
mothers  furvived  the  lofs  of  their  infected  foetus.  Youth  was  the 
mod  perilous  feafon ;  and  the  female  fex  was  lefs  fufceptible  than 
the  male  :  but  every  rank  and  profeffion  was  attacked  with  indis- 
criminate rage,  and  many  of  thofe  who  efcaped  were  deprived  of 
the  ufe  of  their  fpeech,  without  being  fecure  from  a  return  of  the 
diforder  9".  The  phyficians  of  Conftantincple  were  zealous  and 
fkilful :  but  their  art  was  baffled  by  the  various  fymptoms  and  per- 
tinacious vehemence  of  the  difeafe  :  the  fame  remedies  were  pro- 
ductive of  contrary  effects,  and  the  event  capricioufly  difappointed 
their  prognoftics  of  death  or  recovery.  The  order  of  funerals,  and 
the  right  of  fepulchres,  were  confounded.;  thofe  who  were  left  with- 
out friends  or  fervants,  lay  unburied  in  the  ftreets  or  in  their  defolate 
houfes  ;  and  a  magiftrate  was  authorifed  to  collect  the  promifcuous 
heaps  of  dead  bodies,  to  tranfport  them  by  land  or  water,  and  to 
inter  them  in  deep  pits  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  city.  Their 
own  danger,  and  the  profpect  of  public  diftrefs,  awakened  fome 
remorfe  in  the  minds  of  the  moft  vicious  of  mankind  :  the  confi- 
dence of  health  again  revived  their  paffions  and  habits;  but  phi- 
lofophy  muft  difdain  the  obfervation  of  Procopius,  that  the  lives  of 
fuch  men  were  guarded-  by  the  peculiar  favour  of  fortune  or  pro- 
vidence. He  forgot,  or  perhaps  he  fecretly  recollected,  that  the 
plague  had  touched  the  perfon  of  Juftinian  himfelf :  but  the  abfte- 

s'  Tlmcydides  (c.  51.)  affirms  that  the  in-  this  repetition  is  confirmed  by  Fabius  Paulli- 

fe&ion  could  only  be  once  taken;  but  Eva-  nus  (p.  588.).    I  obferve,  that  on  this  head 

grius,  who  had  family  e.\perienceof  the  plague,  phyficians  are  divided;  and  the  nature  and 

obferves,  that  fome  perfons  who  had  efcaped  operation  of  the  difeaie  may  not  always  be 

the  firit,  funk  under  the  fecond  attack ;  and  fimilar. 

Vol.  IV.  U  u  mious 
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c      ^  p-  mious  diet  of  the  emperor  may  fuggeft,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Socrates, 

»— M  '  a  more  rational  and  honourable  caufe  for  his  recovery91.  During, 

his  ficknefs,  the  public  confirmation  was  exprelfed  in  the  habits  of 
the  citizens ;  and  their  idlenefs  and  defpondence  occafioned  a  general 
fcarcity  in  the  capital  of  the  EafL 
Extent  and  Contagion  is  the  infeparable  fymptom  of  the  plague  ;  which,  by 
dUrAU°D.  mutual  refpiration,  is  transfufed  from  the  infected  peribns  to  the 
542—594-  lungs  and  ftomach  of  thofe  who  approach  them.  While  philofo- 
phers  believe  and  tremble,  it  is  fingular,  that  the  exiftence  of  a  real 
danger  mould  have  been  denied  by  a  people  raoft  prone  to  vain 
and  imaginary  terrors  9\  Yet  the  fellow-citizens  of  Procopius 
were  fatisfied,  by  fome  fhort  and  partial  experience,  that  the  in- 
fection could  not  be  gained  by  the  clofeft  converfation 9*  j  and  this 
perfuafion  might  fupport  the  affiduity  of  friends  or  phyficians  in 
the  care  of  the  fick,  whom  inhuman  prudence  would  have  con- 
demned to  folitude  and  defpair.  But  the  fatal  fecurity,  like  the. 
predeftination  of  the  Turks,  mull  have  aided  the  progrefs  of  the 
contagion  -y  and  thofe  falutary  precautions  to  which  Europe  is  in- 
debted for  her  fafety,  were  unknown  to  the  government  of  Jufti- 
nian.  No  restraints  were  impofed  on  the  free  and  frequent  in- 
tercourfe  of  the  Roman  provinces  :  from  Perfia  to  France,  the  na- 
tions were  mingled  and  infected  by  wars  and  emigrations  ;  and 
the  peftilential  odour  which  lurks  for  years  in  a  bale  of  cotton* 
was  imported,  by  the  abufe  of  trade,  into  the  mod  diflant  regions. 

*l  It  was  thus  that  Socrates  had  been  faved  vifited  Marfellles  in  the  year  1720.  Yet 
fey  his  temperance  in  the  plague  of  Athens  thefe  were  the  recent  and  enlightened  fpedta- 
(  Aul.  Gellius,  Noel.  Attic,  ii.  1.).  Dr.  tors  of  a  plague  which,  in  a  few  months, 
Mead  accounts  for  the  peculiar  falubrity  of  fwept  away  50,000  inhabitants  (fur  la  Pefte 
religious  houfes,  by  the  two  advantages  of  de  Marfeille,  Paris,  1786)  of  a  city  that,  in 
feclufion  and  abstinence  (p.  18,  19.).  the  prefent  hour  of  profperity  and  trade,  con- 
s'3 Mead  proves  that  the  plague  is  conta-  tains  no  more  than  90,000  fouls  (Necker,  fur 
gious,  from  Thucydides,  Lucretius,  Arillotfe,  les  Finances,  torn.  i.  p.  231 .). 
Galen,  and  common  experience  (p.  10  —  20.);  94  The  ftrong  a/fenions  of  Procopius — en 
and  he  refutes  (Preface,  p.  ii— xiii.)  the  con-  yap  larpu  tni  yap  »5i»tjj — are  overthrown  by  che 
trary  opinion  of  the  French  phyljcians  who  fubfequent  experience  of  Evagrius. 

The 
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The  mode  of  its  propagation  is  explained  by  the  remark  of  Pro-  c  H  A  l>- 

copius  himfelf,  that  it  always  fpread  from  the  fea-coaft  to  the  in-   <— / 

land  country :  the  raoft  fequeftered  iflands  and  mountains  were 

iucceffively  vifited  j  the  places  which  had  eicaped  the  fury  of  its 

nrft  paflage,  were  alone  expofed  to  the  contagion  of  the  enfuing 

year.     The  winds  might  diffufe  that  fubtle  venom ;  but  unlefs. 

the  atmofphere  be  previoufly  difpofed  for  its  reception,  the  plague 

would  foon  expire  in  the  cold  or  temperate  climates  of  the  earth. 

Such  was  the  univerfal  corruption  of  the  air,  that  the  peftilencc 

which  burft  forth  in  the  fifteenth   year  of  Juftinian   was  not 

checked  or  alleviated  by  any  difference  of  the  feafons.    In  time,  its 

firft  malignity  was  abated  and  difperfed  ;  the  difeafe  alternately 

languished  and  revived  ;  but  it  was  not  till  the  end  of  a  calamitous 

period  of  fifty-two  years,  that  mankind  recovered  their  health,  or 

the  air  refumed  its  pure  and  falubrious  quality.     No  facts  have 

been  preferred  to  fuftain  an  account,  or  even  a  conjecture,  of  the 

numbers  that  perifhed  in  this  extraordinary  mortality.    I  only  find, 

that  during  three  months,  five,  and  at  length  ten,  thoufand  perfons 

died  each  day  at  Conftantinople  ;  that  many  cities  of  the  Eaft  were 

left  vacant,  and  that  in  feveral  diftricts  of  Italy  the  harveft  and  the 

vintage  withered  on  the  ground.    The  triple  fcourge  of  war,  pef- 

tilence,  and  famine,  afHiclied  the  fubjec"ts  of  Juftinian,  and  his  reign 

is  difgraced  by  a  vifible  decreafe  of  the  human  fpecies,  which  has 

never  been  repaired  in  fome  of  the  faireft  countries  of  the  globe 95. 

95  After  fome  figures  of  rhetoric,  the  fands  nus  (p.  80.)  and  Coufin  (torn.  iil.  p.  178.) 
of  the  fea,  &c.  Procopius  (Anecdot.  c.  18.)  tranflate  this  paflage  "  two  hundred  mil- 
attempts  a  more  definite  account :  that  ^pa-  lions;"  but  I  am  ignorant  of  their  motives, 
ex;  fjLvftx^av  nvfiett;  had  been  exterminated  un-  If  we  drop  the  /aupa^V,  the  remaining  pt>jut- 
der  the  reign  of  the  Imperial  daemon.  The  $uv  pvpixc,  a  myriad  of  myriads,  would  fur- 
expreflion  is  obfeure  in  grammar  and  arith-  nifh  one  hundred  millions,  a  number  not 
jnetic ;  and  a  literal  interpretation  would  pro-  wholly  inadmifiible. 
duce  feveral  millions  of  millions.  Aleman- 
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CHAP.  XLIV. 


CHAP. 

XLIV. 

'  ,  ' 

The  civil  or 
Roman  law. 


Idea  of  the  Roman  jfurifprudence. — The  Laws  of  the 
Kings. — The  Twelve  Tables  of  the  Decemvirs. — The 
Laws  of  the  People. — Tlie  Decrees  of  the  Senate. — 
The  Edicls  of  the  Magiftrates  and  Emperors. — Autho- 
rity °f  t^e  Civilians.— Code,  Pandecls,  Novels,  and 
Inflitutes  of  fuftinian  :  —  I.  Rights  of  Perfons. — 
II.  Rights  of  Things.  —  III.  Private  Injuries  and 
Actions. — IV.  Crimes  and  Punijhments, 

THE  vain  titles  of  the  victories  of  Juftinian  are  crumbled  into 
dint:  but  the  name  of  the  legiflator  is  infcribed  on  a  fair  and 
everlafting  monument.  Under  his  reign,  and  by  his  care,  the  civil 
jurifprudence  was  digefted  in  the  immortal  works  of  the  Code,  the 
Pandects,  and  the  Institutes':  the  public  reafcn  cf  the  Ro- 
mans has  been  filently  or  ftudioufly  tranfufed  into  the  domeftic  in- 
stitutions of  Europe1,  and  the  laws  of  Juftinian  {till  command  the 


1  The  civilians  of  the  darker  ages  have  efta- 
blilhed  an  abfurd  and  incomprehenfible  mode 
of  quotation,  which  is  fjpported  by  authority 
and  cuftom.  In  their  references  to  the  Code, 
the  Pandects,  and  the  Inftitutes,  they  men- 
tion the  number,  not  of  the  book,  but  only  of 
the  iaiv  ;  and  content  themfelves  with  recit- 
ing the  hrft  words  of  the  title  to  which  it  be- 
longs ;  and  of  thefe  titles  there  are  more  than 
a  thoufand.  Ludewig  (Vit.  Jultiniani,p.  268  ) 
wiflies  to  make  off  this  pedantic  yoke  ;  and  I 
have  dared  to  adopt  the  fimple  and  rational 


method  of  numbering  the  book,  the  title, 
and  the  law. 

1  Germany,  Bone-  >.  vi^gary,  Poland, 
and  Scotland,  have  recer. -d  chem  as  common 
law  or  reafon  ;  in  France,  Italy,  &c.  they  pof- 
fefs  a  direft  or  indirect  influence  ;  and  they 
were  refpecled  in  England,  from  Stephen  to 
Edward  I.  our  national  Juftinian  (Duck,  de 
Ufu  et  Audloritate  Juris  Civilis,  1.  ii.  c.  1.  8 
— 15.  Heineccius,  Hift.  Juris  Germanici, 
c.  3,  4.  N°  55 — 124.  and  the  legal  hiftorians 
of  each  country). 
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refpect  or  obedience  of  independent  nations.  Wife  or  fortunate  CHAP, 
is  the  prince  who  connects  his  own  reputation  with  the  honour  and  „  t 
intereft  of  a  perpetual  order  of  men.  The  defence  of  their  founder 
is  the  firft  caufe,  which  in  every  age  has  exercifed  the  zeal  and  in- 
duftry  of  the  civilians.  They  pioufly  commemorate  his  virtues  ; 
diflemble  or  deny  his  failings  ;  and  fiercely  chaftife  the  guilt  or 
folly  of  the  rebels,  who  prefume  to  fully  the  majefty  of  the  purple. 
The  idolatry  of  love  has  provoked,  as  it  ufually  happens,  the  ran- 
cour of  oppofition ;  the  character  of  Juftinian  has  been  expofed  to 
the  blind  vehemence  of  flattery  and  invective,  and  the  injuftice  of 
a  feet  (the  Anti-Tribomans )  has  refufed  all  praife  and  merit  to  the 
prince,  his  minifters,  and  his  laws3.  Attached  to  no  party,  inte- 
rested only  for  the  truth  and  candour  of  hiftory,  and  directed  by 
the  moft  temperate  and  fkilful  guides4,  I  enter  with  juft  diffidence 
on  the  fubject  of  civil  law,  which  has  exhaufted  fo  many  learned 
lives,  and  clothed  the  walls  of  fuch  fpacious  libraries.  In  a  fingle, 
if  poffible,  in  a  fhort  chapter,  I  fhall  trace  the  Roman  jurifprudence 
from  Romulus  to  Juftinian5,  appreciate  the  labours  of  that  em- 
peror, and  paufe  to  contemplate  the  principles  of  a  fcience  fo  im- 
portant to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  fociety.    The  laws  of  a  nation 

3  Francis  Hottoman,  a  learned  and  acute  feparately  ufed  are,  i.  Hiftoria  Juris  Romani 
lawyer  of  the  xvith  century,  wiftied  to  mortify  et  Germanici,  Lugd.  Batav.  1740,  in  8*. 
Cujacius  and  to  pleafe  the  Chancellor  de  l'Ho-  2.  Syntagma  Antiquitatum  Romanam  Jurif- 
pital.  His  Anti-Tribonianus  (which  I  have  prudentiam  illuftrantium,  2  vols,  in  8°,  Tra- 
never  been  able  to  procure)  was  publilhed  in  jec"t.  ad  Rhenum.  3.  Elementa  Juris  Civiiis 
French  in  1609  ;  and  his  feci  was  propagated  fscundum  Ordinem  Inftitutionum,  Lugd.  Bat. 
in  Germany  (Heineccius,  Opp.  torn. iii.  fyl-  1751,  in  8°.  4.  Elementa  J.  C.  fecundum 
loge  iii.  p.  171  — 183.)-  Ordinem  Pandeclarum,  Traject.  1772,  in  8°, 

4  At  the  head  of  thefe  guides,  I  (hall  re-  2  vols. 

fpedtfully  place  the  learned  and  perfpicuous       5  Our  original  text  is  a  fragment  de  Ori- 

Heineccius,  a  German  profefTor,  who  died  at  gine  Juris  (Pandeft.  f.  i.  tit.  ii.),  of  Pompo- 

Halle  in  the  year  1741  (fee  his  Eloge  in  the  nius,  a  Roman  lawyer,  who  lived  under  the 

Nouvelle  Bibliotheque  Germanique,  torn.  ii.  Antonines  (Heinecc.  torn.  iii.  fyll.  iii.  p.  66 

p.  51  — 64.).    His  ample  works  have  been  — 126.).   It  has  been  abridged,  and  probably 

collected  in  eight  volumes  in  4'°,  Geneva,  corrupted,  by  Tribonian,  and  fince  reftored 

>743  — 17+8«    The  treatifes  which  I  have  by  Bynkerfhoek  (Opp.  torn.  i.  p.  279— 304.). 

form 
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C  IV  P'  ^ortn  mo^:  in^1*11^'6  portion  cf  its  hiftory ;  and,  although  I 
v__-v — — t   have  devoted  myfelf  to  write  the  annals  of  a  declining  monarchy,  I 

fhall  embrace  the  occaiion  to  breathe  the  pure  and  invigorating  air 

of  the  republic. 

Laws  of  the  The  primitive  government  cf  Rome"  was  compofed,  with  fome 
Rome.  political  {kill,  of  an  elective  king,  a  council  of  nobles,  and  a  general 
aiTembly  of  the  people.  War  and  religion  were  adminiftered  by 
the  fupreme  magiftrate ;  and  he  alone  propofed  the  laws,  which 
were  debated  in  the  fenate,  and  finally  ratified  or  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  votes  in  the  thirty  curia  or  pariihes  of  the  city.  Ro- 
mulus, Numa,  and  Servius  Tullius,  are  celebrated  as  the  mod  an- 
cient legiflators  ;  and  each  of  them  claims  his  peculiar  part  in  the 
threefold  divifion  of  jurifprudence 7.  The  laws  of  marriage,  the 
education  of  children,  and  the  authority  of  parents,  which  may  feem 
to  draw  their  origin  from  nature  itfelf,  are  afcribed  to  the  untutored 
wifdom  of  Romulus.  The  law  of.  nations  and  of  religious  wormip, 
which  Numa  introduced,  was  derived  from  his  nocturnal  converfe 
with  the  nymph  Egeria.  The  civil  law  is  attributed  to  the  expe- 
rience of  Servius  :  he  balanced  the  rights  and  fortunes  of  the  feven 
clarTes  of  citizens ;  and  guarded,  by  fifty  new  regulations,  the  ob- 
fervance  of  contracts  and  the  punifliment  of  crimes.  The  ftate, 
which  he  had  inclined  towards  a  democracy,  was  changed  by  the 
laft  Tarquin  into  lawlefs  defpotitm ;  and  when  the  kingly  office  was 
abolifhed,  the  patricians  engrofTed  the  benefits  of  freedom.  The 
royal  laws  became  odious  or  obfolete ;  the  myfterious  depefit  was 
filently  preferved  by  the  priefts  and  nobles  j  and,  at  the  end  of  fixty 

6  The  ccnfKtutional  biftory  of  the  kings  of  7  This  threefold  divifion  of  the  law  was 

Rome  may  be  ftudied  in  the  firft  book  of  Livy,  applied  to  the  three  Roman  kings  by  Julius 

and  more  copioufly  in  Dionyfius  Halicarnaf-  Lipfius  (Opp.  torn.  iv.  p.  279  ) ;  is  adopted 

fenfis  (I.ii.  p.  80— 96.  119— 150.  l.iv.  p.  198  by  Gravina  (Origines  Juris  Civilis,  p.  28. 

— 220.),  who  fometimes  betrays  the  character  edit.  Lipf.  1737)  ;  and  is  reludantly  adrnit- 

of  a  rhetorician  and  a  Greek.  ted  by  Mafcou,  his  German  editor. 

1 0  years, 
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years,  the  citizens  of  Rome  {till  complained  that  they  were  ruled  c      A  P. 

by  the  arbitrary  fentence  of  the  magiftrates.    Yet  the  pofitive  in-  '  ^— ' 

flitutions  of  the  kings  had  blended  themfelves  with  the  public  and 
private  manners  of  the  city;  fome  fragments  of  that  venerable  ju- 
rifprudence8  were  compiled  by  the  diligence  of  antiquarians5",  and 
above  twenty  texts  flill  fpeak  the  rudenefs  of  the  Pelafgic  idiom  of 
the  Latins'0. 

I  mall  not  repeat  the  well-known  ftory  of  the  Decemvirs",  wrho  Tjie  twelve 

r  /  7  tables  of  the 

fullied  by  their  actions  the  honour  of  infcribing  on  brafs,  or  wood,  Decemvirs, 
or  ivory,  the  twelve  tables  of  the  Roman  laws'1.    They  were 


8  The  mod  ancient  Code  or  Digeft  was 
ft;  led  Jus  Papirianum,  from  the  firft  com- 
piler, Papirius,  who  flourimed  fomewhat  be- 
fore or  after  the  Regifugium  (Pandect.  I.  i. 
tic.  ii.).    The  beft  judicial  critics,  even  Byn- 
kerihoek  (torn.  i.  p.  284,  285.)  and  Heinec- 
cius  (Hift.  J.  C.  R.  1.  i.  c.  16,  17.  and  Opp. 
torn.  iii.  fylloge  iv.  p.  1 — 8.),  give  credit  to 
this  tale  of  Pomponius,  without  fufficiently 
adverting  to  the  value  and  rarity  of  fuch  a 
monument  of  the  third  century,  of  the  illite- 
rate city.    I  much  fufpett  that  the  Caius  Pa- 
pirius, the  Pontifex  Maximus,  who  revived 
the  laws  of  Numa  (Dionyf.Hal.  1.  iii.  p.  171.), 
left  only  an  oral  tradition  ;  and  that  the  Jus 
Papirianum  of  Granius  Flaccus  (Pandedt.  I.  l. 
tit.  xvi.  leg.  144.)  was  not  a  commentary,  but 
an  original  work,  compiled  in  the  time  of 
Csfar  (Cenforin.  de  Die  Natali,  1.  iii.  p.  13. 
Duker  de  Latinitate  J.  C.  p.  157-). 

9  A  pompous,  though  feeble,  attempt  to 
reftore  the  original,  is  made  in  the  Hiftoire 
de  la  Jurifprudence  Romaine  of  Teraflbn, 
p.  22 — 72.  Paris,  1750,  in  folio ;  a  work  of 
more  promife  than  performance. 

,v>  In  the  year  1444,  .feven  or  eight  tables 
of  brafs  were  dug  up  between  Cortona  and 
Gubio.  A  part  of  thefe,  for  the  reft  is  E:ruf- 
can,  reprefents  the  primitive  date  of  the  Pe- 
lafgic letters  and  language,  which  are  afcrihed 
by  Herodotus  to  that  diftrift  of  Italy  (1.  i. 


c.  56,  57,  58.) ;  though  this  difficult  paflage 
may  be  explained  of  a  Creftona  in  Thrace 
(Notes  de  Larcher,  torn.  i.  p.  256 — 261.). 
The  favage  dialect  of  the  Eugubine  tables 
has  exercifed,  and  may  ftill  elude,  the  divi- 
nation of  criticifm  ;  but  the  root  is  undoubt- 
edly Latin,  of  the  fame  age  and  character  as 
the  Saliare  Carmen,  which,  in  the  time  of 
Horace,  none  could  underftand.  The  Roman, 
idiom,  by  an  infufion  of  Doric  and  JEolic 
Greek,  was  gradually  ripened  into  the  ftyle 
of  the  xii  tables,  of  theDuillian  column,  of 
Ennius,  of  Terence,  and  of  Cicero  (Gruter. 
Infcript.  torn.  i.  p.  cxlii.  Scipion  Maffei,  Ifto- 
ria  Diplcmatica,  p.  241 — 258.  Bibliotheque 
Italique,  torn.  iii.  p.  30 — 41.  174 — 205. 
torn.  xiv.  p.  1 —  52.). 

"  Compare  Livy  (1.  iii.  c.  31 — 59.)  with 
Dionyfius  Halicarnaflenfis  (1.  x.  p.  644 — xi. 
p.  691.).  How  concife  and  animated  is  the 
Roman — how  prolix  and  lifelefs  the  Greek  ? 
Yet  he  has  admirably  judged  the  mafters,  and 
defined  the  rules,  of  historical  compcfnion. 

12  From  the  hiftorians,  Heincccius  (Hift. 
J.  R.  1.  i.  N°26.)  maintains  that  the  twelve 
tables  were  of  brafs—  areas :  in  the  text  of 
Pomponius  we  read  eboreas ;  for  which  Sca- 
liger  has  fubfcituted  roLcreas  ( Bynkejfhoek, 
p.  286.).  Wood,  brafs,  and  ivcry,  might  be 
fuccefrvely  employed, 

dictated 
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dictated  by  the  rigid  and  jealous  fpirit  of  an  ariftocracy,  which  had 
yielded  with  reluctance  to  the  juft  demands  of  the  people.  But  the 
fubftance  of  the  twelve  tables  was  adapted  to  the  ftate  of  the  city ; 
and  the  Romans  had  emerged  from  barbarifm,  fince  they  were 
capable  of  ftudying  and  embracing  the  inftitutions  of  their  more 
enlightened  neighbours.  A  wife  Ephefian  was  driven  by  envy  from 
his  native  country :  before  he  could  reach  the  fhores  of  Latium,  he 
had  obferved  the  various  forms  of  human  nature  and  civil  fociety  ; 
he  imparted  his  knowledge  to  the  legiflators  of  Rome,  and  a  ftatue 
was  erected  in  the  forum  to  the  perpetual  memory  of  Hermodorus'3. 
The  names  and  divifions  of  the  copper-money,  the  fole  coin  of  the 
infant  ftate,  were  of  Dorian  origin'4 :  the  harvefts  of  Campania  and 
Sicily  relieved  the  wants  of  a  people  whofe  agriculture  was  often 
interrupted  by  war  and  faction  ;  and  fince  the  trade  was  eftablifh- 
ed15,  the  deputies  who  failed  from  the  Tyber,  might  return  from 
the  fame  harbours  with  a  more  precious  cargo  of  political  wifdom. 
The  colonies  of  Great  Greece  had  tranfported  and  improved  the 
arts  of  their  mother-country.  Cumae  and  Rhegium,  Crotona  and 
Tarentum,  Agrigentum  and  Syracufe,  were  in  the  rank  of  the  moll 
flourifhing  cities.  The  difciples  of  Pythagoras  applied  philofophy 
to  the  ufe  of  government ;  the  unwritten  laws  of  Charondas  ac- 
cepted the  aid  of  poetry  and  mufic"5,  and  Zaleucus  framed  the  re- 
public of  the  Locrians,  which  ftood  without  alteration  above  two 

His  exile  is  mentioned  by  Cicero  (Tuf-       15  The  Romans,  or  their  allies,  Tailed  as  far 

culan.  Qn;eHion.  v.  36.)  ;  his  ftatue  by  Pliny  as  the  fair  promontory  of  Africa  (Polyb.  1.  iii. 

( HilV.  Nat.  xxxiv.  11.).    The  letter,  dream,  p.  177.  edit.  Cafaubon,  in  folio).  Their 

and  prophecy  of  H°mc!itus  are  a'ike  fpurious  voyages  to  Cuaix,  &c.  are  noticed  by  Ltivy 

(Epiftol*  Grace.  Diverf.  p.  337-).  and  Dionyfius. 

14  rhis  intricate  fubjeft  of  the  Sicilian  and        16  This  circumfrance  would  alone  prove  the 

Rotnan  mm<ev,  is  aoly  diiipufled  b>  Dr.  Bent-  antiquity  of  Charondas,  the  legiflator  of  Rhe- 

ley  (D'fTertation  on  the  EpilUes  of  i'halaris,  gium  and  Catana,  who,  by  a  ftrange  error  of 

p.  427  -  479.),  whofe  powers  in  this  contro-  Diodorus  sicuLus  (torn.  i.  1.  xii.  p.  485 -- 492.), 

verfy  were  called  forth  1-y  honour  and  refent-  h  celebrated  long  afterwards  as  the  author  of 

ment.  the  policy  of  Thurium. 

1 8  hundred 
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hundred  years'7-  From  a  fimilar  motive  of  national  pride,  both 
Livy  and  Dionyfius  are  willing  to  believe,  that  the  deputies  of 
Rome  vifited  Athens  under  the  wife  and  fplendid  adminiftration  of 
Pericles;  and  the  laws  of  Solon  were  transfufed  into  the  twelve 
tables.  If  fuch  an  embafiy  had  indeed  been  received  from  the  Bar- 
barians of  Hefperia,  the  Roman  name  would  have  been  familiar 
to  the  Greeks  before  the  reign  of  Alexander18;  and  the  fainted 
evidence  would  have  been  explored  and  celebrated  by  the  curiofity 
of  fucceeding  times.  But  the  Athenian  monuments  are  filent ;  nor 
will  it  feem  credible  that  the  patricians  mould  undertake  a  long  and 
perilous  navigation  to  copy  the  pureft  model  of  a  democracy.  In  the 
comparifon  of  the  tables  of  Solon  with  thofe  of  the  Decemvirs,  fome 
cafual  refcmblance  may  be  found  :  fome  rules  which  nature  and 
reafon  have  revealed  to  every  fociety ;  fome  proofs  of  a  common 
defcent  from  Egypt  or  Phoenicia'9.  But  in  all  the  great  lines  of  public 

and 


C  H  A  p. 

XIAV- 

«  V  ~* 


17  ZaIeucus,whofe  exigence  has  been  raftily 
attacked,  had  the  merit  and  glory  of  convert- 
ing a  band  of  outlaws  (the  Locrians)  into  the 
woft  virtuous  and  orderly  of  the  Greek  re- 
publics (See  two  Memoires  of  the  Baron  de 
St.  Croix,  fur  la  Legiflation  de  la  Grande 
Grece  ;  Mem.  de  l'Academie,  torn.  xlii.  p.  276 
— 333.).  But  the  laws  of  Zaleucus  and  Cha- 
rondas,  which  impofed  on  Diodorus  and  Sto- 
baus,  are  the  fpurious  compofition  of  a  Py- 
thagorean fophift,  whofe  fraud  has  been  de- 
tected by  the  critical  fagacity  of  Bentley 

(P-  335—377-)- 

18  I  feize  the  opportunity  of  tracing  the 
progrefs  of  this  national  intercourfe  :  1 .  Hero- 
dotus and  Thucydides  (A.U.  C.  300 — 350.) 
appear  ignorant  of  the  name  and  exigence  of 
Rome  (Jofeph. contra  Apion.  torn.  ii.  I.  i.  c.  1 2. 
p  444.  edit.  Havercamp).  2.  Theopompus 
(A.U.  C.  400.  Plin.  iii.  9.)  mentions  the 
invafion  of  the  Gauls,  which  is  noticed  in 
loofer  terms  by  Heraclides  Ponticus  (Plu- 

Voi.  IV.  X 


tarch  in.Camillo,  p.  292.  edit.  H.  Stephan). 
3.  The  real  or  fabulous  embafly  of  the  Ro- 
mans to  Alexander  (A.  U.  C.  430),  is  at- 
tefted  by  Clitarchus  (Plin.  iii.  9.),  byArifius 
and  Afclepiades  (  Arrian,  1.  vii.  p.  204,  2.9^.), 
and  by  Memnon  of  Hcrac'ea  (apud  Photium, 
cod.  ccxxiv.  p.  725.)  ;  though  tacidy  denied 
by  Livy.  4.  Theophraftus  (A.  U.  C.  440) 
primus  externorum  aliqua  de  Romanis  dili- 
gentius  fcripfit  (PHn.  iii.  9.).  5.  Lycophron 
(A.  U.  C.  480  —  500)  fcattered  the  firit  feed 
of  a  Trojan  colony  and  the  fable  of  the^Eneid 
(CalTandra,  1226 — 12S0.): 

A  bold  prediction  before  the  end  of  the  firft 
Punic  war ! 

The  tenth  table,  de  mcdo  fepultura?, 
was  borrowed  from  Solon  (Cicero  de  Legibus, 
ii.  23 — 26.):  the  furtum  per  Iancem  et  lici- 
um  conceptual,  is  derived  byHeineccius  from 
the  manners  of  Athens  ( Antiquitat.  Rom. 
x  torn. 
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Their  cha- 
racter and  in- 
fluence. 


and  private  jurifprudence,  the  legillators  of  Rome  and  Athens  ap- 
pear to  be  ftrangers  or  adverfe  to  each  other. 

Whatever  might  be  the  origin  or  the  merit  of  the  twelve  tables10, 
they  obtained  among  the  Romans  that  blind  and  partial  reverence 
which  the  lawyers  of  every  country  delight  to  bellow  on  their  mu- 
nicipal inftitutions.  The  ftudy  is  recommended  by  Cicero zt  as 
equally  pleafant  and  inftruc~tive.  "  They  amufe  the  mind  by  the 
"  remembrance  of  old  words  and  the  portrait  of  ancient  manners  : 
"  they  inculcate  the  founded  principles  of  government  and  morals  ; 
"  and  1  am  not  afraid  to  affirm,  that  the  brief  compofition  of  the 
"  Decemvirs  furpaffes  in  genuine  value  the  libraries  of  Grecian  phi- 
"  lofophy.  How  admirable,"  fays  Tully,  with  honeft  or  affected 
prejudice,  "  is  the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors.  We  alone  are  the 
"  matters  of  civil  prudence,  and  our  fuperiority  is  the  more  con- 
fpicuous,  if  we  deign  to  caft  our  eyes  on  the  rude  and  almoft 
ridiculous  jurifprudence  of  Dracon,  of  Solon,  and  of  Lycurgus." 
The  twelve  tables  were  committed  to  the  memory  of  the  young 
and  the  meditation  of  the  old  ;  they  were  tranfcribed  and  illuftrated 
with  learned  diligence  :  they  had  efcaped  the  flames  of  the  Gauls, 
they  fubfifted  in  the  age  of  Juftinian,  and  their  fubfequent  lofs  has 
been  imperfectly  reftored  by  the  labours  of  modern  critics".  But 
although  thefe  venerable  monuments  were  confidered  as  the  rule  of 


tc 


torn.  H.  p.  167  —  175.)-  The  right  of  kill- 
ing a  nofturna!  thief,  was  declared  byMofes, 
Solon,  and  the  Decemvirs  (Exodus,  xxii.  3. 
Demofthenes  contra  Timocratem,  torn.  i. 
p.  736.  edit.  Reifite.  Macrob.  Saturnalia, 
1.  i.  c.  4.  Collatio  Legum  Mofaicarum  et 
Romanarum,  tit.  vii.  N°  1.  p.  218.  edit.  Can- 
negieter). 

10  BfaxE"5  **'  «"r*TT*'!  is  the  praife  of  Dio- 
dorus  (torn.  i.  1.  xii.  p.  494.),  which  may  be 
fairly  tranflated  by  the  eleganti  atque  abfolu- 


ta  brevitate  verborum  of  Aulus  Gellius  (Nod. 
Attic,  xxi.  1.). 

11  Liften  to  Cicero  (de  Legibus,  ii.  23.) 
and  his  representative  Crafius  (de  Oratore, 

>■  A3,  44-)« 

**  See  Heinc-ccius  (Hilt.  J.  R.  N°  29— 
33.).  I  have  followed  the  reftoration  of  the 
xii  tables  by  Gravina  (Origines  J.  C.  p.  280 
— 307.)  and  Terafi'cn  (Hift.  de  la  Jurifpru- 
dence Romaine,  p.  94—205.). 
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right,  and  the  fountain  of  juftice  Mj  they  were  overwhelmed  by  the  c  *^  A  p- 

weight  and  variety  of  new  laws,  which,  at  the  end  of  five  centuries,  «  .  / 

became  a  grievance  more  intolerable  than  the  vices  of  the  city1*. 
Three  thoufand  brafs  plates,  the  acts  of  the  fenate  and  people,  were 
depofited  in  the  Capitol 15 :  and  fome  of  the  acts,  as  the  Julian  law 
againft  extortion,  furpafled  the  number  of  an  hundred  chapters". 
The  Decemvirs  had  neglected  to  import  the  fanction  of  Zaleucus, 
which  fo  long  maintained  the  integrity  of  his  republic.  A  Locrian 
who  propofed  any  new  law,  flood  forth  in  the  afTembly  of  the  peo- 
ple with  a  cord  round  his  neck,  and  if  the  law  was  rejected,  the  in- 
novator was  inftantly  ftrangled. 

The  Decemvirs  had  been  named,  and  their  tables  were  approved  Laws  of  t5«c 

....  people, 
by  an  afTembly  of  the  centuries,  in  which  riches  preponderated  againft 

numbers.    To  the  firft  clafs  of  Romans,  the  proprietors  of  one 

hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  copper27,  ninety-eight  votes  were  at- 

figned,  and  only  ninety-five  were  left  for  the  fix  inferior  clafTes, 

diftributed  according  to  their  fubftance  by  the  artful  policy  of  Servius. 

*3  Finis  squi  juris  (Tacit.  Annal.  iii.  27.).  cient  weight :  nor  can  I  believe  that  in  the 

Fons  omnis  publici  et  privati  juris  (T.  Liv.  firft  ages,  however  deftitute  of  the  precious 

iii.  34..).  metals,  a  fingle  ounce  of  filver  could  have 

14  De  principiis  juris,  et  quibus  modis  ad  been  exchanged  for  feventy  pounds  of  copper 

hanc  multitudinem  infinitam  ac  varietatem  or  brafs.    A  more  fimple  and  rational  me- 

Jegum  perventum  fit  altius  difieram  (Tacit,  thod  is,  to  value  the  copper  itfelf  according  to 

Annal.  iii.  25.).    This  deep  difquifition  fills  the  prefent  rate,  and,  after  comparing  the 

only  two  pages;  but  they  are  the  pages  of  mint  and  the  market  price,  the  Roman  and 

Tacitus.     With  equal  fenfe,  but  with  lefs  averdupois  weight,  the  primitive  as  or  Roman 

energy,  Livy  (iii.  34.)  had  complained,  in  pound  of  copper  may  be  appreciated  at  one 

hac  immenfo  aliarum  fuper  alias  acervatarum  Englifli  (hilling,  and  the  100,000  ajfes  of  the 

legum  cumulo,  &c.  firft  clafs  amounted  to  5000  pounds  fterling. 

25  Suetonius  in  Vefpafiano,  c.  8.  It  will  appear  from  the  fame  reckoning,  that 

16  Cicero  ad  Familiares,  viii.  8.  an  ox  was  fold  at  Rome  for  five  pounds,  a 

27  Dionyfius,  with  Arbuthnot,  and  mod  of  ftietp  for  ten  fliillings,  and  a  quarter  of  wheat 

the  moderns  (except  Eilenfchmidt  de  Ponce-  for  oi.e  pound  ten  fliillings  (Feftus,  p.  330. 

ribus.&c.  p.  137  — 140. ),reprefent  the  100,000  edit.  Dacler.    Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  xviii.  4..)  5 

ajfes  by  io.cco  Attic  drachma?,  or  fomewlut  nor  do  I  fee  any  reafon  to  rejeel  thefe  conic- 

more  than  300  pounds  fterling.    But  their  quences,  which  moderate  our  ideas  of  the 

calculation  can  apply  only  to  the  later  times,  poverty  of  the  Srlt  Romans, 
when  iheas  was  diminiftied  to        of  its  an- 

X  x  2  But 
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C  H  A  P.  But  the  tribunes  foon  eftabliihed  a  more  fpecious  and  popular 

XLIV.  . 

w  ' _f  maxim,  that  every  citizen  has  an  equal  f  ■      to  aiact  the  law.: 

which  he  is  bound  to  obey.    Inftead  of  th  i&t,  they  convened 

the  tribes ;  and  the  patricians,  after  uii  impotent  ftrusgle,  fubmitted 
to  the  decrees  of  an  aflembly,  in  which  their  vot.  .  L(?nfounded 
with  thofe  of  the  meaneft  plebeians.  Yet  as  lopg  ?s  the  tribes  fuc- 
ceffively  palled  over  narrow  bridges1*,  and  gave  their  voices  aloud, 
the  conduct  of  each  citizen  was  expofed  to  the  eyes  and  ears  of  his 
friends  and  countrymen.  The  infolvent  debtor  confulted  the  willies 
of  his  creditor ;  the  client  would  have  blufhed  to  oppof<=  the  views 
of  his  patron  :  the  general  was  followed  by  his  veterans,  and  the- 
afpect  of  a  grave  magiftrate  was  a  living  leflbn  to  the  muiikude. 
A  new  method  of  fecret  ballot  abolifhed  the  influence  of  fear  and 
ihame,  of  honour  and  intereft,  and  the  abufe  of  freedom  accele- 
rated the  progrefs  of  anarchy  and  defpotifm  *9.  The  Romans  had 
afpired  to  be  j^oal ;  they  were  levelled  by  the  equality  of  fervitude  ; 
and  the  6k  ujs  of  Auguftus  were  patiently  ratified  by  the  formal 
conlent  of  the  tribes  or  centuries.  Once,  and  once  only,  he  expe- 
rienced a  fincere  and  ftrenuous  oppofition.  His  fubjects  had  re- 
figned  all  political  liberty  ;  they  defended  the  freedom  of  domeftic 
life.  A  law  which  enforced  the  obligation,  and  ftrengthened  the 
bonds  of  marriage,  was  clamoroufly  rejected  ;  Propertius,.  in  the 
arms  of  Delia,  applauded  the  victory  of  licentious  love ;  and  the 
project  of  reform  was  fufpended  till  a  new  and  more  tractable  ge- 
neration had  arifen  in  the  world30.    Such  an  example  was  not  ne- 

-8  Confult  the  common  writers  on  the  Ro-  figns  to  his  brother  Quintas  the  moil  unpo- 

man  Comitia,  especially  Sigonius  and  Beau-  pular  fide. 

fort.    Spanheim  (de  Prceftantia  et  Ulu  Nu-  30  Pras  tumultu  recufantium  perferre  non 

mifmatum,  torn.  ii.  diiTert.  x.  p.  192,  193.)  potuit  (Sueton.in  Auguft.  c.  34.)-    See  Pro- 

fhews,  on  a  curious  medal,  the  Cifta,  Pontes,  pertius  (1.  ii.  eleg.  6.).    Hcineccius,  in  a  fe- 

Septa,  Diribitor,  &c.  parate  hiltory,  has  exhausted  the  whole  fub- 

s»  Cicero  (de  Legibus,  iii.  16,  17,  18.)  j eft  of  the  Julian  and  Papian-Poppxan  laws 

debates  this  conftitutional  qucilion,  and  af-  (Opp.  torn.  vii.  P.i.  p.  1 — 479.)- 

10  ceffary 
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cefTary  to  inftrucl:  a  prudent  ufurper  of  the  mifchief  of  popular  a£  C  H  a  p. 

femblies  ;  and  their  abolition,  which  Auguftus  had  lilently  prepared,  <  v-  ^ 

was  accomplished  without  refiftance,  and  almoft  without  notice,  on 
the  acceflion  of  his  fucceflbr  M.  Sixty  thoufand  plebeian  legiflators, 
whom  numbers  made  formidable,  and  poverty  fecure,  were  fup- 
planted  by  fix  hundred  fenators,  who  held  their  honours,  their  for- 
tunes, and  their  lives,  by  the  clemency  of  the  emperor.    The  lofs  Decrees  of 

•r  •         the  fen  ate, 

of  executive  power  was  alleviated  by  the  gift  of  legiflative  authority  ; 
and  Ulpian  might  aflert,  after  the  practice  of  two  hundred  years, 
that  the  decrees  of  the  fenate  obtained  the  force  and  validity  of  laws. 
In  the  times  of  freedom,  the  refolves  of  the  people  had  often  been 
dictated  by  the  paffion  or  error  of  the  moment :  the  Cornelian,  Pom- 
peian,  and  Julian  laws,  were  adapted  by  a  fingle  hand  to  the  pre- 
vailing diforders :  but  the  fenate,  under  the  reign  of  the  Csefars, 
was  compofed  of  magiftrates  and  lawyers,  and  in  queftions  of  pri- 
vate jurifprudence,  the  integrity  of  their  judgment  was  feldom  per- 
verted by  fear  or  intereft  3\ 

The  filence  or  ambiguity  of  the  laws,  was  fupplied  by  the  occa-  Edifts  of  the 
fional  edicts  of  thofe  magiftrates  who  were  inverted  with  the  pr£tors* 
honours  of  the  ftate  This  ancient  prerogative  of  the  Roman  kings, 
wTas  transferred,  in  their  refpective  offices,  to  the  confuls  and  dicta- 
tors, the  cenfors  and  praetors ;  and  a  fimilar  right  was  affumed  by 
the  tribunes  of  the  people,  the  ediles,  and  the  proconfuls.  At  Rome, 
and  in  the  provinces,  the  duties  of  the  fubject,  and  the  intentions  of 
the  governor,  were  proclaimed  ;  and  the  civil  jurifprudence  was  re- 
formed by  the  annual  edicts  of  the  fupreme  judge,  the  praetor  of 

31  Tacit.  Annal.  i.  15.    Lipfius,  Excurfus       33  The  jus  honorarium  of  the  prsetors  and 

E.  in  Taciturn.  other  magiftrates,  is  ftriftly  defined  in  the 

31  Non  ambigitur  fenatum  jus  facere  pofle,  Latin  text  of  the  Inftitutes  (1.  i.  tic.  ii.  N°7.), 

is  the  decifion  of  Ulpian  (1.  xvi.  ad  Edicl.  in  and  more  loofely  explained  in  the  Greek 

Pandect.  1.  5.  tit.  iii.  leg.  9.).     Pomponius  paraphrafe  of  Theophiius  (p.  33—38.  edit, 

taxes  the  comitia  of  the  people  as  a  turba  ho-  Reitz),  who  drops  the  important  word  l:c  ::- 

minum  (PandefX  1.  i.  lit.  ii.  leg.  9.),  rarium. 

the 
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°  xliv  ?*  t^ie  c'ltY'    ^s  **oon  as  *ie  a^cen^ed  his  tribunal,  he  announced  by 

*— -v  »  the  voice  of  the  cryer,  and  afterwards  infcribed  on  a  white  wall, 

the  rules  which  he  propofed  to  follow  in  the  decifion  of  doubtful 
cafes,  and  the  relief  which  his  equity  would  afford  from  the  precife 
rigour  of  ancient  Statutes.    A  principle  of  difcretion  more  congenial 
to  monarchy  was  introduced  into  the  republic  :  the  art  of  refpect- 
ing  the  name,  and  eluding  the  efficacy,  of  the  laws,  was  improved 
by  fucceffive  prsetors  ;  fubtleties  and  fictions  were  invented  to  de- 
feat the  plaineft  meaning  of  the  Decemvirs,  and  where  the  end  was 
falutary,  the  means  were  frequently  abfurd.    The  fecret  or  probable 
wiih  of  the  dead  was  fuffered  to  prevail  over  the  order  of  fucceffion 
and  the  forms  of  teftaments;  and  the  claimant,  who  was  excluded 
from  the  character  of  heir,  accepted  with  equal  pleafure  from  an 
indulgent  praetor  the  pofTeffion  of  the  goods  of  his  late  kinfman  or 
benefactor.    In  the  redrefs  of  private  wrongs,  compenfations  and 
fines  were  fubftituted  to  the  obfolete  rigour  of  the  twelve  tables ; 
time  and  fpace  were   annihilated  by  fanciful  fuppofitions ;  and 
the  plea  of  youth,  or  fraud,  or  violence,  annulled  the  obligation, 
or  excufed  the  performance,  of  an  inconvenient  contract.    A  juris- 
diction thus  vague  and  arbitrary  was  expofed  to  the  moft  dangerous 
abufe  :  the  fubftance,  as  well  as  the  form  of  juftice,  were  often  fa- 
crificed  to  the  prejudices  of  virtue,  the  bias  of  laudable  affection, 
and  the  groffer  feductions  of  intereft  or  refentment.    But  the  errors 
or- vices  of  each  prsetor  expired  with  his  annual  office  ;  fuch  maxims 
alone  as  had  been  approved  by  reafon  and  practice  were  copied  by 
fucceeding  judges  ;  the  rule  of  proceeding  was  defined  by  the  So- 
lution of  new  cafes  ;  and  the  temptations  of  injuflice  were  removed 
by  the  Cornelian  law,  which  compelled  the  praetor  of  the  year  to 
adhere  to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  his  firft  proclamation34.    It  was 

referved 

3+  Dion  Cafiius  (torn.  i.  I.  xxxv'.  p.  100.)    686.    Their  inftitution,  however,  is  afcribed 
fixes  the  perpetual  edi&s  in  the  year  of  Rome    to  the  year  585  in  the  Acla  Diurna,  w  hich 
8  ha\e 
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referved  for  the  curiofity  and  learning  of  Hadrian,  to  accomplim  the  c  £Lly  p* 
deri^n  which  had  been  conceived  by  the  genius  of  Ca?far ;  and  the  ■  „ — — i 

•  The  Defoe** 

proetormip  of  Salvius  Julian,  an  eminent  lawyer,  was  immortalized  tualedia. 
by  the  compofition  of  the  perpetual  edict.  This  well-digefted 
code  was  ratified  by  the  emperor  and  the  fenate  ,  the  long  divorce 
of  law  and  equity  was  at  length  reconciled  ;  and,  inftead  of  the 
twelve  tables,  the  perpetual  edict  was  fixed  as  the  invariable  ftandard 
of  civil  jurifprudence35. 

From  Auguftus  to  Trajan,  the  modeft  Csefars  were  content  to  ConfBtutidni 
promulgate  their  edicts  in  the  various  characters  of  a  Roman  magi-  perors/01 
Urate  :  and,  in  the  decrees  of  the  fenate,  the  cpljlks  and  orations  of 
the  prince  were  refpectfully  inferted.    Hadrian 36  appears  to  have 
been  the  firfl  who  affumed,  without  difguife,  the  plenitude  of  legifla- 
tive  power.    And  this  innovation,  fo  agreeable  to  his  active  mind, 
was  countenanced  by  the  patience  of  the  times,  and  his  long  ab- 
fence  from  the  feat  of  government.    The  fame  policy  was  embraced 
by  fucceeding  monarchs,    and,  according  to  the  harfh  metaphor 
of  Tertullian,  "  the  gloomy  and  intricate  foreft  of  ancient  laws  was 
"  cleared  away  by  the  axe  of  royal  mandates  and  conjlliiitions*' 
During  four  centuries,  from  Hadrian  to  Juftinian,  the  public  and 
private  jurifprudence  was  moulded  by  the  will  of  the  fovereign  ; 
and  few  inftitutions,  either  human  or  divine,  were  permitted  to  ftand 

have  been  publifhed  from  the  papers  of  Lu-  moirs  to  this  interefting  fubjett  of  law  and 

dovicus  Vives.     Their  authenticity  is  fup-  literature. 

portei  or  allowed  by  Pighius  (Annal.  Roman.       36  His  laws  are  the  firfl  in  the  Code.  See 

torn.  ii.  p.  377,  373.).  Grsvius  (ad  Sueron.  Dodwell  (Pnelect.  Cambden,  p.  319 — 340.), 

p.  778.),  Dodwell    (?ra;leclion.  Cambden,  who  wanders  from  the  fubject  in  confufed 

p.  665.),  and  Heineccius :  but  a  fingle  word,  re.uling  and  feeble  paradox. 
Scutum C/OT^;fHOT,detedstheforge:-y(iYloy!e's       37  Tocam  illam  veterem  et  fquaHentem  fyl- 

Works,  vol.  i.  p.  303.).  vara  legum  novis  principalium  refcriptorurn 

35  The  hiftory  of  edicls  is  compofed,  and  et  edi&orum  fecuribus  rufcads  et  casditis 

the  text  of  the  perpetual  edifl  is  reftored,  by  (Apologet.  c.  4.  p.  50.  edit.  Havercamp). 

the  mafle-r-hand  of  Heineccius  (Opp.  torn.  vii.  He  proceeds  to  praife  the  recent  firmnefs  of 

P.ii.  p.  1— 56'j..);  in  whofe  refearches  I  might  Severus,  who  repealed  the  ufelefs  or  perni- 

fafely  acquiefce.    In  the  Academy  of  Infcrip-  cious  laws  without  any  regard  to  their  age  or 

{iocs,  M.  Bouchaud  has  given  a  Itries  of  me-  authority. 

on 
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C  XLIV  P'  011  t^e"11  ^ormer  ^a^ls-    ^he  orig'm  °f  Imperial  legislation  was  con- 

'  k  '  -cealed  by  the  darknefs  of  ages  and  the  terrors  of  armed  defpotifm  ; 

and  a  double  fiction  was  propagated  by  the  fervility,  or  perhaps  the 
ignorance,  of  the  civilians  who  balked  in  the  funfhine  of  the  Roman 
and  Byzantine  courts.  1.  To  the  prayer  of  the  ancient  Gaefars,  the 
people  or  the  fenate  had  fometimes  granted  a  perlbnal  exemption 
from  the  obligation  and  penalty  of  particular  ftatutes ;  and  each  in- 
dulgence was  an  act  of  jurifdi&ion  exerciled  by  the  republic  over 
the  firft  of  her  citizens.  His  humble  privilege  was  at  length  iranf- 
formed  into  the  prerogative  of  a  tyrant  ;  and  the  Latin  expreflion 
of  "  releafed  from  the  laws38,"  was  fuppofed  to  exalt  the  emperor 
above  all  human  reftraints,  and  to  leave  his  confcience  and  reafon, 
as  the  facred  meafure  of  his  conduct.  2.  A  fimilar  dependance  was 
implied  in  the  decrees  of  the  fenate,  which,  in  every  reign,  defined 
the  titles  and  powers  of  an  elective  magiftrate.  But  it  was  not  be- 
fore the  ideas,  and  even  the  language,  of  the  Romans  had  been  cor- 
rupted, that  a  royal  law39,  and  an  irrevocable  gift  of  the  people, 
were  created  by  the  fancy  of  Ulpian,  or  more  probably  of  Tribonian 
himfelf40:  and  the  origin  of  Imperial  power,  though  falfe  in  fact, 
and  flavifh  in  its  confequence,  was  fupported  on  a  principle  of  free- 
Theirlegifla-  dom  and  juftice.  "  The  pleafure  of  the  emperor  has  the  vigour 
tive  power.  a  an(j  effe£  0f  }aw>  fmce  the  Roman  people,  by  the  royal  law,  have 
"  transferred  to  their  prince  the  full  extent  of  their  own  power  and 
"  fovereignty  4V    The  will  of  a  fingle  man,  of  a*  child  perhaps, 

was 

38  The  conftitutional  ftyle  of  Legibus  Solu-  *°  See  Gravina  (Opp.  p.  501 — 512.)  and 
tus  is  misinterpreted  by  the  art  or  ignorance  Beaufort  (Repub)ique  Romaine,  torn.  i.  p.  255 
of  Dion  CaJfius  (torn.  i.  1.  liii.  p.  713.).  On  — 274-)-  He  has  made  a  proper  ufe  of  two 
this  occafion  his  editor,  Reimar,  joins  the  uni-  difiertations  by  John  Frederick  Gronovius 
verfal  cenfure  which  freedom  and  criticifm  and  Noodt,  both  tranflated,  with  valuable 
have  pronounced  againft  that  flavilh  hiftorian.    notes,  by  Barbeyrac,  2  vols,  in  i2mo,  173 1. 

39  The  word  (Lex  Regia)  was  ftill  more  4*  Inftitut.  l.i.  tit.  ii.  N°6.  Pandecl.  Li, 
recent  than  the  thing.  The  Haves  of  Com-  tit.  iv.  leg.  1.  Cod.  Juftinian.  1.  i.  tit.  xvii. 
modus  or  Caracalla  would  have  ftarted  at  the  leg.  1.  N°  7.  In  his  Antiquities  and  Ele- 
came  of  royalty.  ments,  Heineccius  has  amply  treated  de  con- 

ftitutionibuc 
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was  allowed  to  prevail  over  the  wifdom  of  ages  and  the  inclinations  c  A  P. 
of  millions  ;  and  the  degenerate  Greeks  were  proud  to  declare,  that  '■■  ■  „«  .j 
in  his  hands  alone  the  arbitrary  exercife  of  legiflation  could  be 
fafely  depofited.  "  What  intereft  or  paffion,"  exclaims  Theophilus 
in  the  court  of  Juftinian,  "  can  reach  the  calm  and  fublime  eleva- 
"  tion  of  the  monarch  ?  he  is  already  mafter  of  the  lives  and  for- 
"  tunes  of  his  fubjects  ;  and  thofe  who  have  incurred  his  difpleafure, 
"  are  already  numbered  with  the  dead41."  Difdaining  the  language 
of  flattery,  the  hiftorian  may  confefs,  that  in  queftions  of  private 
jurifprudence,  the  abfolute  fovereign  of  a  great  empire  can  feldom 
be  influenced  by  any  perfonal  confiderations.  Virtue,  or  even  rea- 
fon,  will  fuggeft  to  his  impartial  mind,  that  he  is  the  guardian  of 
peace  and  equity,  and  that  the  intereft  of  fociety  is  infeparably  con- 
nected with  his  own.  Under  the  weakeft  and  moft  vicious  reign, 
the  feat  of  juftice  was  filled  by  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  Papinian 
and  Ulpian41 ;  and  the  pureft  materials  of  the  Code  and  Pandects  are 
infcribed  with  the  names  of  Caracalla  and  his  minifters44.  The 
tyrant  of  Rome  was  fometimes  the  benefactor  of  the  provinces.  A 
dagger  terminated  the  crimes  of  Domitian ;  but  the  prudence  of 
Nerva  confirmed  his  acts,  which,  in  the  joy  of  their  deliverance,  had 
been  refcinded  by  an  indignant  fenate45.     Yet  in  the  refcrlpts 46,  T^a^tm 

ftitutionibus  principum,  which  are  illuftrated  44  Of  Antoninus  Caracalla  alone  zoo  con- 
by  Godefroy  (Comment,  ad  Cod.  Theodof.  flitutions  are  extant  in  the  Code,  and  with  his 
1.  i.  tit.  i,  ii,  iii.)  and  Gravina  (p.  87 — 90.).  father  160.    Thefe  two  princes  are  quoted 

4*  Theophilus,  in  Paraphraf.  Grsc.  Infti-  fifty  times  in  the  Pandects  and  eight  in  the 

tut.  p.  33,  34.  edit.  Reitz.    For  his  perfon,  Inftitutes  (Teraflbn,  p.  265.). 

time,  writings,  fee  the  Theoph-ilus  of  J.  H.  45  Piin.  Secund.  Epiitol.  x.  66.  Sueton. 

Mylius,  Excurf.  iii.  p.  1034 — 1073.  in  Domitian.  c.  23. 

43  There  is  more  envy  than  renfon  in  the  46  It  was  a  maxim  of  Conftantine,  contra 

complaintof  Macrinus  (Jul.  Capitolin.c.13.):  jus  refcripta  non  valeant  (Cod.  Theodof.  1.  i. 

Nefas  efl'e  leges  videri  Commodi  et  Caracalla?  tit.  ii.  leg.  1.).     The  emperors  reluctantly 

et  hominum  imperitorum  voluntatis.    Confl-  allow  fome  fcrutiny  into  the  law  and  the  fact, 

modus  was  made  a  Divus  by  Severus  (Dod-  fome  delay,  petition,  Sec.  ;  but  thefe  infuffi- 

well,  Praledt.  viii.  p.  324,  325.).    Yet  he  cient  remedies  are  too  much  in  the  difcretion 

occurs  only  twice  in  the  Pandects-  and  at  the  peril  of  the  judge. 

Vol.  IV.  Y  y  replies 
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CHAP,  replies  to  the  confultations  of  the  magiftrates,  the  wifeft  of 
princes  might  be  deceived  by  a  partial  expofition  of  the  cafe. 
And  this  abufe,  which  placed  their  hafty  decifions  on  the  fame 
level  with  mature  and  deliberate  acts  of  legiflation,  was  ineffectually 
condemned  by  the  fenfe  and  example  of  Trajan.  The  refcripts  of 
the  emperor,  his  grants  and  decrees,  his  edicts  and  pragmatic  fanc- 
ticfts,  were  fubfcribed  in  purple  ink*7,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  pro- 
vinces as  general  or  fpecial  laws,  which  the  magiftrates  were  bound 
to  execute,  and  the  people  to  obey.  But  as  their  number  continually 
multiplied,  the  rule  of  obedience  became  each  day  more  doubtful 
and  obfcure,  till  the  will  of  the  fovereign  was  fixed  and  afcertained 
in  the  Gregorian,  the  Hermogenian,  and  the  Theodofian  codes. 
The  two  firft,  of  which  fome  fragments  have  efcaped,  were  framed 
by  two  private  lawyers,  to  preferve  the  conflitutions  of  the  Pagan 
emperors  from  Hadrian  to  Conftantine.  The  third,  which  is  ftill 
extant,  was  digefted  in  fixteen  books  by  the  order  of  the  younger 
Theodofius,  to  confecrate  the  laws  of  the  Chriftian  princes  from 
Conftantine  to  his  own  reign.  But  the  three  codes  obtained  an  equal 
authority  in  the  tribunals ;  and  any  act  which  was  not  included  in 
the  facred  depofit,  might  be  difregraded  by  the  judge  as  fpurious  or 
obfolete43. 

Forms  of  the  Among  favage  nations,  the  want  of  letters  is  imperfectly  fupplied 
by  the  ufe  of  vifible  figns,  which  awaken  attention,  and  perpetuate 
the -remembrance  of  any  public  or  private  tranfatt ion.  The  juris- 
prudence of  the  firft  Romans  exhibited  the  fcenes  of  a  pantomime ; 
the  words  were  adapted  to  the  geftures,  and  the  flighteft  error  or 

M  A  compound  of  vermillion  and  cinna-  anea,  p.  681 — 718.     Cujacius  affigned  to 

bar,  which  marks  the  Imperial  diplomas  from  Gregory  the  reigns  from  Hadrian  to  Gallie- 

Leo  I.  (A.  D.  470)  to  the  fall  of  the  Greek  nus,  and  the  continuation  to  his  fellow-ia- 

rmpire  (Bibliotheque  Raifonnee  de  la  Diplo-  bourer  Hermogenes.    This  general  divifion 

matique,  torn,  i.  p.  509 — 514.  Lami.de  Eru-  may  be  juft;  but  they  often  trefpafTed  on 

ditione  Apoftolorum,  torn.  ii.  p.  720— 726.).  each  other's  ground. 
1,3  Schulting,  Jurifprudentia  Ante-Juftini- 

neglect 
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neglect  in  the  forms  of  proceeding,  was  fufficient  to  annul  the  fub-  c  H  A  P. 
Jlance  of  the  faireft  claim.  The  communion  of  the  marriage-life  was  '  M  * 
denoted  by  the  neceflary  elements  of  fire  and  water49 :  and  the  di- 
vorced wife  refigned  the  bunch  of  keys,  by  the  delivery  of  which, 
fhe  had  been  inverted  with  the  government  of  the  family.  The 
manumhTion  of  a  fon,  or  a  flave,  was  performed  by  turning  him 
round  with  a  gentle  blow  on  the  cheek :  a  work  was  prohibited  by 
the  calling  of  a  ftone  ;  prefcription  was  interrupted  by  the  breaking 
of  a  branch  ;  the  clenched  fift  was  the  fymbol  of  a  pledge  or  de- 
pofit ;  the  right  hand  was  the  gift  of  faith  and  confidence.  The 
indenture  of  covenants  was  a  broken  ftraw  ;  weights  and  fcales  were 
introduced  into  every  payment,  and  the  heir  who  accepted  a  tefta- 
ment,  was  fometimes  obliged  to  fnap  his  fingers,  to  caft  away  his 
garments,  and  to  leap  and  dance  with  real  or  affected  tranfport50. 
If  a  citizen  purfued  any  ftolen  goods  into  a  neighbour's  houfe,  he 
concealed  his  nakednefs  with  a  linen  towel,  and  hid  his  face  with 
a  mafk  or  bafon,  left  he  ftiould  encounter  the  eyes  of  a  virgin  or  a 
matron51.  In  a  civil  action,  the  plaintiff  touched  the  ear  of  his 
witnefs,  feized  his  reluctant  adverfary  by  the  neck,  and  implored,  in 
folemn  lamentation,  the  aid  of  his  fellow-citizens.  The  two  com- 
petitors grafped  each  other's  hand  as  if  they  ftood  prepared  for  com- 
bat before  the  tribunal  of  the  prxtor  :  he  commanded  them  to  pro- 
duce the  object  of  the  difpute  ;  they  went,  they  returned  with  mea- 
fured  fteps,  and  a  clod  of  earth  was  caft  at  his  feet  to  reprefent  the 

49  Scacvola,  mod  probably  -Q;,  Cervidius  a  magiftrate  (Schuhing  ad  Ulpian.  Frag- 

Scaevola  the  matter  of  Papinian,  confiders  merit,  tit.  xxii.  N°  28.  p.  64.3,  644.). 
this  acceptance  of  fire  and  water  as  the  ef-       "  The  furtum  lance  licioque  conceptum 

fence  of  marriage  (Pandeft.  1.  xxiv.  tit.  i.  was  no  longer  underilood  in  the  time  of  the 

leg.  66.  See  Heineccius,  Hill.  J.R.  ^317.).  Antonines  ( Aulus  Gellius,  xvi.  10.  )•  The 

5J  Cicero  (de  Oniciis,  iii.  19.)  may  ltate  Attic  derivation  of  Heineccius  ( Antiquitac. 

2n  ideal  cafe,  but  St.  Ambrofe  (de  Orhciis,  Rom.  1.  iv.  tic.  i.  N°  13 — 21.)  is  fupported 

iii.  2.)  appeals  to  the  practice  of  his  own  by  the  evidence  of  Ariiiophanes,  his  lcholiair, 

times,  which  he  underflood  as  a  lawyer  and  and  Pollux. 
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chap.  £e!d  for  which  they  contended.    This  occult  fcience  of  the  words 

xliv.  "  " "  . 

i_    ,        and  actions  of  law,  was  the  inheritance  or  the  pontiffs  ar  a  l  ^Lncians. 

Like  the  Chaldean  aftrologers,  they  announced  to  their  clients  the 
davs  of  bufinefs  and  repofe  ;  thefe  important  trifles  were  interwoven 
with  the  religion  of  Numa ;  and,  after  the  publication  of  the  twelve 
tables,  the  Roman  people  was  {till  enflaved  by  the  ignorance  cf  ju- 
dicial proceedings.  The  treachery  of  fome  plebeian  officers  at  length 
revealed  the  profitable  myftery :  in  a  more  enlightened  age,  the  legal 
actions  were  derided  and  obferved  ;  and  the  fame  antiquity  which 
fanctified  the  practice,  obliterated  the  uie  and  meaning,  of  this  pri- 
mitive language11. 

s  jcce  "on  cf      A  more  liberal  art  was  cultivated,  however,  by  the  fages  of  Rome, 
Jsvyvs.       who,  in  a  ftricier  fenfe,  may  be  confidered  as  the  authors  of  the  civil 
law.    The  alteration  of  the  idiom  and  manners  of  the  Romans,  ren- 
dered the  ftyle  of  the  twelve  tables  lefs  familiar  to  each  riling  gene- 
ration, and  the  doubtful  paflages  were  imperfectly  explained  by  the 
ftudy  of  legal  antiquarians.    To  define  the  ambiguities,  to  circum- 
fcribe  the  latitude,  to  apply  the  principles,  to  extent]  the  confe- 
quences,  to  reconcile  the  real  or  apparent  contra dictions,  was  a  much 
nobler  and  more  important  talk  ;  and  the  province  of  legiflation  was 
filently  invaded  by  the  expounders  of  ancient  ftatutes.    Their  fubtle 
interpretations  concurred  with  the  equity  of  the  prostor,  to  reform 
the  tyrannv  of  the  darker  ages  r  however  ftrange  or  intricate  the 
means,  it  was  the  aim  of  artificial  jurifprudence  to  reft  ore  the  fimple 
dictates  of  nature  and  realon,  and  the  (kill  of  private  citizens  was 
uiefullv  employed  to  undermine  the  public  inftitutions  of  their  coun- 
try.   The  revolution  of  almoft  one  thoufand  years,  from  the  twelve 

51  In  his  Oration  for  Mare=a  (c.  9  — 15.)    Attic,  xx.  10.).  Gravina  (Opp.  p.  265,  -56, 
Cicero  turns  into  ricicde  the  forms  and  ray-    267.),  and  Hcineccioj  ( Antiqaitat.  1.  ir. 
Series  cf  tie  civilians,  widen  are  reprefetted    tit.  ri.). 
-.::r.  ncre  cizcc.r  by  AcJu  Gellics  (Nc-S. 

tables 
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fables  to  the. reign  of  Juftinian,  maybe  divided  into  three  periods  c      &  p- 
almoft  equal  in  duration,  and  diftinguimed  from  each  other  by  the  v. — v — •* 
mode  of  inftru&ion  and  the  character  of  the  civilians53.    Pride  and 
ignorance  contributed,  during  the  firft  period,  to  confine  within  The  firft  pe- 
narrow  limits  the  faience  of  the  Roman  law.    On  the  public  days    A.u.  C. 
of  market  or  alTembly,  the  mailers  of  the  art  were  feen  walking  in 
the  forum,  ready  to  impart  the  needful  advice  to  the  meaneft  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  from  whofe  votes,  on  a  future  occafion,  they  might 
folicit  a  grateful  return.    As  their  years  and  honours  encreafed,  they 
feated  themfelves  at  home  on  a  chair  or  throne,  to  expect  with  pa- 
tient gravity  the  vifits  of  their  clients,  who  at  the  dawn  of  day, 
from  the  town  and  country,  began  to  thunder  at  their  door.  The 
duties  of  focial  life,  and  the  incidents  of  judicial  proceeding,  were 
the  ordinary  fubjecT:  of  thefe  confutations,  and  the  verbal  or  written 
opinion  of  the  jiirifconfults  was  framed  according  to  the  rules  of  pru- 
dence and  law.    The  youths  of  their  own  order  and  family  were 
permitted  to  liften';  their  children  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  more  pri- 
vate leflbns,  and  the  Mucian  race  was  long  renowned  for  the  he- 
reditary knowledge  of  the  civil  law.    The  fecond  period,  the  learned  Second  pe- 
and  fplendid  age  of  jurifprudence,  may  be  extended  from  the  birth  "a.u, c. 
of  Cicero  to  the  reign  of  Severus  Alexander.    A  fyftem  was  form-    648— 9-<- 
ed,  fchools  were  inftituted,  books  were  compofed,  and  both  the  living 
and  the  dead  became  fubfervient  to  the  inftruction  of  the  ftudent. 

s3  The  feries  of  the  civil  lawyers  is  deduced  of  Mucius,  &c),  afford  much  genuine  and 

by  Pomponius  (de  Origine  Juris  Panded.  1.  i.  pleafing  information.    Horace  often  alludes 

tit.  ii.).    The  moderns  have  difcuJTed,  with  to  the   morning  labours  of  the  civilians 

learning  and  criticifm,  this  branch  of  literary  (Serm.  I.  i.  10.    Epift.  II.  i.  103,  &c). 

hiftory  ;  and  among  thefe  I  have  chiefly  been  Agricolam  laudat  juris  legumque  peritus 

guided  by  Gravina  (p.  41— 79.)  and  Hei-  Sub  galli  cantum,  confultor  ubi  oftia  pulfat. 

neccius  (Hift.  J.  R.  N°  1 13 — 351).  Cicero,  -    -    -    -    -    -  - 

mere  efpecially  in  his  books  de  Oratore,  de  Romae  dulce  diu  fuit  et  folemne,  reclufa 

Claris  Oratoribus,  de  Legibus,  and  the  Cla-  Mane  domo  vigilare,  clienti  promere  jura, 
vis  Ciceroniana  of  Ernefti  (under  the  names 

The 
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C         P.  The  tripartite  of  iElius  Partus,  furnamed  Catus,  or  the  Cunning,  was 
c        ./  preferved  as  the  oldeft  work  of  jurifprudence.    Cato  the  cenfor  de- 
rived fome  additional  fame  from  his  legal  ftudies,  and  thofe  of  his 
fon :  the  kindred  appellation  of  Mucius  Scsevola  was  illuftrated  by- 
three  fages-of  the  law  ;  but  the  perfection  of  the  fcience  was  afcribed 
to  Servius  Sulpicius  their  difciple,  and  the  friend  of  Tully ;  and  the 
long  fuccefiion,  which  fhone  with  equal  luftre  under  the  republic  and 
under  the  Csefars,  is  finally  clofed  by  the  refpectable  characters  of  Pa- 
pinian,  of  Paul,  and  of  Ulpian.    Their  names,  and  the  various  titles 
of  their  productions,  have  been  minutely  preferved,  and  the  example 
of  Labeo  may  fuggeft  fome  idea  of  their  diligence  and  fecundity.  That 
eminent  lawyer  of  the  Auguftan  age,  divided  the  year  between  the 
city  and  country,  between  bufinefs  and  compofition ;   and  four 
hundred  books  are  enumerated  as  the  fruit  of  his  retirement.  Of 
the  collections  of  his  rival  Capito,  the  two  hundred  and  fifty-ninth 
book  is  exprefsly  quoted  ;  and  few  teachers  could  deliver  their  opi- 
Third  period,  nions  in  lefs  than  a  century  of  volumes.    In  the  third  period,  be- 
9^8—1230.  'tween  the  reigns  of  Alexander  and  Juftinian,  the  oracles  of  jurif- 
prudence were  almoft  mute.    The  meafure  of  curiofity  had  been 
filled :   the  throne  was  occupied  by  tyrants  and  Barbarians ;  the 
active  fpirits  were  diverted  by  religious  difputes,  and  the  profeflbrs 
of  Rome,  Conftantinople,  and  Berytus,  were  humbly  content  to 
repeat  the  lefTons  of  their  more  enlightened  predeceflbrs.    From  the 
flpw  advances  and  rapid  decay  of  thefe  legal  ftudies,  it  may  be  in- 
ferred, that  they  require  a  ftate  of  peace  and  refinement.    From  the 
multitude  of  voluminous  civilians  who  fill  the  intermediate  fpace, 
it  is  evident,  that  fuch  ftudies  may  be  purfued,  and  fuch  works 
may  be  performed,  with  a  common  mare  of  judgment,  experience, 
and  induftry.    The  genius  of  Cicero  and  Virgil  was  more  fenfibly 
felt,  as  each  revolving  age  had  been  found  incapable  of  producing  a 

fimilar. 
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fimilar  or  a  fecond  :  but  the  moft  eminent  teachers  of  the  law  were  c  H  A  P. 


allured  of  leaving  difciples  equal  or  fuperior  to  themfelves  in  merit  u. 
and  reputation. 

The  jurifprudence  which  had  been  grofsly  adapted  to  the  wants  Their  phile- 
of  the  firft  Romans,  was  polifhed  and  improved  in  the  feventh  cen-  f°phy' 
tury  of  the  city,  by  the  alliance  of  Grecian  philofophy.  The 
Scsevolas  had  been  taught  by  ufe  and  experience  ;  but  Servius  Sul- 
picius  was  the  firft  civilian  who  eftablifhed  his  art  on  a  certain  and 
general  theory  **.  For  the  difcernment  of  truth  and  falfehood,  he 
applied,  as  an  infallible  rule,  the  logic  of  Ariftotle  and  the  ftoics, 
reduced  particular  cafes  to  general  principles,  and  diffufed  over  the 
fhapelefs  mafs,  the  light  of  order  and  eloquence.  Cicero,  his  con- 
temporary and  friend,  declined  the  reputation  of  a  profefTed  lawyer; 
but  the  jurifprudence  of  his  country  was  adorned  by  his  incompar- 
able genius,  which  converts  into  gold  every  object  that  it  touches. 
After  the  example  of  Plato,  he  compofed  a  republic  j  and,  for  the  ufe 
of  his  republic,  a  treatife  of  laws  ;  in  which  he  labours  to  deduce 
from  a  celeftial  origin,  the  wifdom  and  juflice  of  the  Roman  confti- 
tution.  The  whole  univerfe,  according  to  his  fublime  hypothecs,, 
forms  one  immenfe  commonwealth  :  gods  and  men,  who  participate 
of  the  fame  effence,  are  members  of  the  fame  community  ;  reafon 
prefcribes  the  law  of  nature  and  nations  ;  and  all  pofitive  inftitu- 
tions,  however  modified  by  accident  or  cuftom,  are  drawn  from 
the  rule  of  right,  which  the  Deity  has  infcribed  on  every  virtuous 
mind.  From  thefe  philofophical  myfteries,  he  mildly  excludes  the 
fceptics  who  refufe  to  believe,  and  the  epicureans  who  are  unwilling 
to  act.    The  latter  difdain  the  care  of  the  republic  ;  he  advifes  them 

54  CrafTus,  or  rather  Cicero  himfelf,  pro-  to  deride.    It  was  partly  executed  by  Servius 

pofes  (de  Oratore,  L41,  42.)  an  idea  of  the  Sulpicius  (in  Bruto,  c.  41. ),  whole  praifes 

art  or  fcience  of  jurifprudence,  which  the  elo-  are  elegantly  varied  in  the  c!aflk  Latinity  ob 

quent,  but  illiterate,  Antonius  (i.  58.)  affefts  the  Roman  Gravina  (p.  Co.). 
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C  xliv  P*  t0  ^um^er  m  ^eir  fhady  gardens.  But  he  humbly  intreats 
<■  ~'  that  the  new  academy  would  be  filent,  fince  her  bold  objections 
would  too  foon  deftroy  the  fair  and  well-ordered  ftructure  of  his 
lofty  fyftem55.  Plato,  Ariftotle,  and  Zeno,  he  reprefents  as  the 
only  teachers  who  arm  and  inftruct  a  citizen  for  the  duties  of  focial 
life.  Of  thefe,  the  armour  of  the  ftoics  56  was  found  to  be  of  the 
firmefl  temper ;  and  it  was  chiefly  worn,  both  for  ufe  and  orna- 
ment, in  the  fchools  of  jurifprudence.  From  the  portico,  the  Roman 
civilians  learned  to  live,  to  reafon,  and  to  die  :  but  they  imbibed 
in  fome  degree  the  prejudices  of  the  feci: ;  the  love  of  paradox,  the 
pertinacious  habits  of  difpute,  and  a  minute  attachment  to  words 
and  verbal  diftinctions.  The  fuperiority  of  form  to  matter,  was  in- 
troduced to  afcertain  the  right  of  property :  and  the  equality  of 
crimes  is  countenanced  by  an  opinion  of  Trebatius",  that  he  who 
touches  the  ear,  touches  the  whole  body ;  and  that  he  who  fteals 
from  an  heap  of  corn,  or  an  hogfhead  of  wine,  is  guilty  of  the  entire 
theft58. 

Authority.  Arms,  eloquence,  and  the  fludy  of  the  civil  law,  promoted  a  ci- 
tizen to  the  honours  of  the  Roman  ftate ;  and  the  three  profeffions 
were  fometimes  more  confpicuous  by  their  union  in  the  fame  cha- 
racter.   In  the  compofition  of  the  edict,  a  learned  prsetor  gave  a 

55  Perturbatricem  autem  omnium  harum  Scipio  (fee  his  life  in  the  Mem.  de  I'Acade- 
rerum  academiam,  hanc  ab  Arcefila  et  Car-  mie  dcs  Jnfcriptions,  torn.  x.  p.  75 — 89.). 
rjeade  recentem,  exoremus  ut  fileat,  nam  fi  57  As  he  is  quoted  by  Ulpian  (leg.  40.  ad 
invaferit  in  hate,  qua;  fads  fcite  inftrufta  et  Sabinum  in  Pandeft.  I.  xlvii.  tit.  ii.  leg.  21.). 
compofita  videantur,  nimis  edet  ruinas,  quam  Yet  Trebatius,  after  he  was  a  leading  civilian, 
quidem  ego  placare  cupio,  fubmovere  non  qui  familiam  duxit,  became  an  epicurean  (Ci- 
audeo  (de  Legibus,  i.  13.).  From  this  paf-  cero  ad  Fam.  vii.  5.).  Perhaps  he  was  not 
fage  alone,  Eentley  (Remarks  on  Free-think-  conftant  or  fincere  in  his  new  fe&. 

ing,  p.  250.)  might  have  learned  how  firmly  '8  See  Gravina  (p.  45 — 51.)  and  the  inef- 
Cicero  believed  in  the  fpccious  doctrines  feftual  cavils  of  Mafcqji.  Heineccius  (Hifr. 
which  he  has  adorned.  J.  R.  N3  1.25.)  quotes  and  approves  a  di/Ter- 

56  The  floic  philofophy  was  firft  taught  at    tation  of  Everard  Otto,  de  Stoica  Jurifcon- 
Jlome  by  Pansetius,  the  friend  of  the  younger    fultorum  Philofophia. 
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fanttion  and  preference  to  his  private  fentiments :  the  opinion  of  a  c 
cenfor,  or  a  conful,  was  entertained  with  refpect ;  and  a  doubtful  v 
interpretation  of  the  laws  might  be  fupported  by  the  virtues  or 
triumphs  of  the  civilian.  The  patrician  arts  were  long  protected  by 
the  veil  of  myftery ;  and  in  more  enlightened  times,  the  freedom  of 
enquiry  eftablifhed  the  general  principles  of  jurifprudence.  Subtle 
and  intricate  cafes  were  elucidated  by  the  difputes  of  the  forum : 
rules,  axioms,  and  definitions59,  were  admitted  as  the  genuine  dic- 
tates of  reafon  ;  and  the  confent  of  the  legal  profefiors  was  inter- 
woven into  the  practice  of  the  tribunals.  But  thefe  interpreters 
could  neither  enact  nor  execute  the  laws  of  the  republic  ;  and  the 
judges  might  difregard  the  authority  of  the  Scsevolas  themfelves, 
which  was  often  overthrown  by  the  eloquence  or  fophiftry  of  an 
ingenious  pleader60.  Auguftus  and  Tiberius  were  the  firft  to  adopt, 
as  an  ufeful  engine,  the  fcience  of  the  civilians ;  and  their  fervile 
labours  accommodated  the  old  fyftem  to  the  fpirit  and  views  of  def- 
potifm.  Under  the  fair  pretence  of  fecuring  the  dignity  of  the  art, 
the  privilege  of  fubfcribing  legal  and  valid  opinions  was  confined  to 
the  fages  of  fenatorian  or  equeftrian  rank,  who  had  been  previoufly 
approved  by  the  judgment  of  the  prince  ;  and  this  monopoly  pre- 
vailed, till  Hadrian  reftored  the  freedom  of  the  profeffion  to  every 
citizen  confcious  of  his  abilities  and  knowledge.  The  difcretion  of 
the  praetor  was  now  governed  by  the  lelfons  of  his  teachers  j  the 
judges  were  enjoined  to  obey  the  comment  as  well  as  the  text  of 
the  law ;  and  the  ufe  of  codicils  was  a  memorable  innovation,  which 
Auguftus  ratified  by  the  advice  of  the  civilians6'. 

59  We  have  heard  of  the  Catonian  rule,  deft.  hi.  tit.  ii.  leg.  2.  N°47.),  Heineccius 
the  Aquilian  ftipulation,  and  the  Manilian  (ad  Inftitut.  L  i.  tit.  ii.  N°8.  1.  ii.  tit.  xxv. 
forms,  of  211  maxims,  and  of  247  defini-  in  Element,  et  Antiquitat.),  and  Gravina 
tions  (Pandect.  1.  l.  tit.  xvi,  xvii.).  (p.  4.1 — 45.).    Yet  the  monopoly  of  Augdf- 

60  Read  Cicero,  hi.  de  Oratore,  Topica,  tus,  an  harih  meafure,  would  appear  with  fome 
pro  Murena.  foftening  in  contemporary  evidence  ;  and  it 

61  See  Pcmponius  (de  Origine  Juris  Pan-  was  probably  veiled  by  a  decree  of  the  fenate. 
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The  moft  abfolute  mandate  could  only  require  that  the  judges 
fhould  agree  with  the  civiHans,  if  the  civilians  agreed  among  them- 
felves.  But  pofitive  inftitutions  are  often  the  refult  of  cuftom  and 
prejudice  ;  laws  and  language  are  ambiguous  and  arbitrary ;  where 
reafon  is  incapable  of  pronouncing,  the  love  of  argument  is  inflamed 
by  the  envy  of  rivals,  the  vanity  of  matters,  the  blind  attachment  of 
their  difciples  ;  and  the  Roman  jurifprudence  was  divided  by  the 
once  famous  feels  of  the  Proculians  and  Sabiniam6\  Two  fages  of 
the  law,  Ateius  Capito  and  Antiftius  Labeo 63,  adorned  the  peace 
of  the  Auguftan  age :  the  former  diftinguifhed  by  the  favour  of  his 
fovereign  ;  the  latter  more  illuftrious  by  his  contempt  of  that  favour, 
and  his  ftern  though  harmlefs  oppofition  to  the  tyrant  of  Rome. 
Their  legal  ftudies  were  influenced  by  the  various  colours  of  their 
temper  and  principles.  Labeo  was  attached  to  the  form  of  the  old 
republic  ;  his  rival  embraced  the  more  profitable  fubftance  of  the 
rifmg  monarchy.  But  the  difpofition  of  a  courtier  is  tame  and  fub- 
miflive  ;  and  Capito  feldom  prefumed  to  deviate  from  the  fenti- 
ments,  or  at  leaft  from  the  words,  of  his  predeceflbrs :  while  the 
bold  republican  purfued  his  independent  ideas  without  fear  of  pa- 
radox or  innovations.  The  freedom  of  Labeo  was  enflaved,  how- 
ever, by  the  rigour  of  his  own  conclufions,  and  he  decided  according 
to  the  letter  of  the  law,  the  fame  queftions  which  his  indulgent  com- 
petitor refolved  with  a  latitude  of  equity  more  fuitable  to  the  commoii 

t 

fenfe  and  feelings  of  mankind.  If  a  fair  exchange  had  been  fubfti- 
tuted  to  the  payment  of  money,  Capito  Hill  confidered  the  tranfaction 

C2  I  have  periled  the  Diatribe  of  Gotfri-  Ateius  Capito  (Aul.  Gellius,  xiii.  12.),  who 

dus  Mafcovius,  the  learned  Mafcou,  de  Sedtis  accufes  his  rival  of  libertas  nimia  et  <vecors. 

JurifLOnfultorum    (Lipfia;,   1728,   in  I2m\  Yet  Horace  would  not  have  laftied  a  virtuous 

p.  276.),  a  learned  trea:ife  on  a  narrow  and  and  refpeclable  fenator ;  and  I  mult  adopt  the 

barren  ground.  emendation  of  Bentley,  who  reads  Labieno 

63  See  the  character  of  Antiflius  Labeo  in  infanior  (Serm.  I.  iii.  82.).    See  Mafcou,  de 

Tacitus  (Annal.  iii.  75.)  and  in  an  epiftle  of  Sectis,  c.  1,  p.  1 — 24.). 
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as  a  legal  Tale fi+ ;  and  he  confulted  nature  for  the  age  of  puberty,  chap. 
without  confining  his  definition  to  the  precife  period  of  twelve  or  ^— -v — —> 
fourteen  yearsfis.    This  oppofition  of  fentiments  was  propagated  in 
the  writings  and  lefibns  of  the  two  founders ;  the  fchools  of  Capito 
and  Labeo  maintained  their  inveterate   conflict   from  the  age  of 
Auguftus  to  that  of  Hadrian66;  and  the  two  feds  derived  their  ap- 
pellations from  Sabinus  and  Proculius,  their  moft  celebrated  teachers. 
The  names  of  CaJJians  and  Pegafians  were  likewife  applied  to  the 
fame  parties ;  but,  by  a  ftrange  reverfe,  the  popular  caufe  was  in  the 
hands  of  Pegafus  fi7,  a  timid  Have  of  Domitian,  while  the  favourite 
of  the  C;cfars  was  reprefented  by  Caffius      who  gloried  in  his  de- 
fcent  from  the  patriot  afTarTin.    By  the  perpetual  edict,  the  contro- 
verfies  of  the  fects  were  in  a  great  meafure  determined.    For  that 
important  work,  the  emperor  Hadrian  preferred  the  chief  of  the 
Sabinians :  the  friends  of  monarchy  prevailed  j  but  the  moderation 
of  Salvius  Julian  infenfibly  reconciled  the  victors  and  the  van- 
quifhed.    Like  the  contemporary  philofophers,  the  lawyers  of  the 
age  of  the  Antonines  difclaimed  the  authority  of  a  matter,  and 

6+  Juflininn  (InfKtut.  I.  Hi.  tit.  xxiif.  and  is  the  age — mp  m  o  (rv^uxrixoi;  xpysmt  oeStf. 

Theophil.  Verf.  Graec.  p.  677.  680.)   has  See  the  vejligia  of  the  fedts  in  Mafcou,  c.  i*. 

commemorated  this  weighty  difpute,  and  the  p.  145 — 276. 

verfes  of  Homer  that  were  alleged  on  either       66  The  ferics  and  conclufion  of  the  feels 

fide  as  legal  authorities.    It  was  decided  by  are  defcribed  by  Mafcou  (c.  ii— vii.  p.  24  

Paul  (leg.  33.  ad  Edia.  in  Pandeft.  1.  xviii.  120.),  and  it  would  be  almoft  ridiculous  to 

tit.  i.  leg.  I.),  fince,  in  a  fimple  exchange,  praife  his  equal  juftice  to  thefe  obfo.'ete  feds, 
the  buyer  could  not  be  difcriminated  from  the       67  At  the  rirft  fummons  he  flies  to  the  tur- 

fr''er'  bot-council ;  yet  Juvenal  (6atir.  iv.  75-81.) 

6J  This  controverfy  was  likewife  given  for  flyles  the  prefect  or  bailiff  of  Rome  fandif- 

the  Proculians,  to  fuperfede  the  indecency  of  fimus  legum  interpres.     From  his  fcience 

a  fearch,  and  to  comply  with  the  aphorifm  fays  the  old  fcholiall,  he  was  called,  no;  a 

of  Hippocrates,  who  was  attached  to  the  fep-  man,  but  a  book.    He  derived  the  /insular 

tenary  number  of  two  weeks  of  years,  or  700  name  of  Pegafus  from  the  galley  which  his 

of  days  (Inftitut.  1.  i.  tit.  xxii.).    Plutarch  father  commanded. 

and  the  ftoics  (de  Placit.  Philofoph.  1.  v.  c.  24.)       6g  Tacit.  Anna!,  xvii.  7.    Sueton.  in  NY 

afiign  a  more  natural  teafon.   Fourteen  years  rone,  c.  37. 
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C  H^A  P.  adopted  from  every  fyftem  the  mod  probable  doctrines6'.  But  their 
<„  .)  writings  would  have  been  lefs  voluminous,  had  their  choice  been 
more  unanimous.  The  confcience  of  the  judge  was  perplexed  by 
the  number  and  weight  of  difcordant  teftimonies,  and  every  fen- 
tence  that  his  paflion  or  intereft  might  pronounce,  was  juftified  by 
the  fanction  of  fome  venerable  name.  An  indulgent  edict  of  the 
younger  Theodofius  excufed  him  from  the  labour  of  comparing 
and  weighing  their  arguments.  Five  civilians,  Caius,  Papinian, 
Paul,  Ulpian,  and  Modeftinus,  were  eftablilhed  as  the  oracles  of 
jurifprudence :  a  majority  was  decifive  ;  but  if  their  opinions  were 
equally  divided,  a  calling  vote  was  afcribed  to  the  fuperior  wifdom 
of  Papinian70. 

Reformation  When  Juftinian  afcended  the  throne,  the  reformation  of  the 
ma^iawby  Roman  jurifprudence  was  an  arduous  but  indifpenfable  talk.  In 
jufhnia^  the  fpace  of  ten  centuries,  the  infinite  variety  of  laws  and  legal 
&c*  opinions  had  filled  many  thoufand  volumes,  which  no  fortune  could 

purchafe  and  no  capacity  could  digeft.  Books  could  not  eafily  be 
found  ;  and  the  judges,  poor  in  the  midft  of  riches,  were  reduced 
to  the  exercife  of  their  illiterate  difcretion.  The  fubjects  of  the 
Greek  provinces  were  ignorant  of  the  language  that  difpofed  of 
their  lives  and  properties  ;  and  the  barbarous  dialect  of  the  Latins 
was  imperfectly  ftudied  in  the  academies  of  Berytus  and  Constan- 
tinople. As  an  Illyrian  foldier,  that  idiom  was  familiar  to  the  in- 
fancy of  Juftinian  ;  his  youth  had  been  inftructed  by  the  IefTons  of 
jurifprudence,  and  his  Imperial  choice  felected  the  raoft  learned 

69  Mafcou,  de  Sectis,  c.  viii.  p.  120 — 144.  Jefuitical  difputes  like  thofe  in  the  Lettrea 
de  Herifcundis,  a  legal  term  which  was  ap-  Provi  iciales,  whether  a  judge  was  ob'iged  to 
plied  to  thefe  ecleftic  lawyers :  berci/cereh  fy-  follj.v  the  opinion  of  Papinian  or  of  a  ma- 
nonymoQS  to  dividere.  jorny,  againit  his  judgment,  againft  his  con- 

70  See  the  Theodofian  Code,  I.  i.  tit.  iv.  fcience,  &c.  Yet  a  legiflator  might  give  that 
with  Godefroy's  Commentary,  torn.  i.  p.  30  opinion,  however  falfe,  the  validity  hot  cf 
—  35.).    This  decree  might  give  occafion  to  truth,  but  of  law. 
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civilians  of  the  Eaft,  to  labour  with  their  fovercia;n  in  the  work  of  C  H  A  P. 

XLIV. 


reformation7'.  The  theory  of  profeffors  was  affifted  by  the  prac- 
tice  of  advocates  and  the  experience  of  magiftrates  ,  and  the  whole 
undertaking  was  animated  by  the  fpirit  of  Tribonian  ?\  This  ex-  Tribonian, 
traordinary  man,  the  object  of  fo  much  praife  and  cenfure,  was  a  527—546. 
native  of  Side  in  Pamphylia  ;  and  his  genius,  like  that  of  Bacon, 
embraced,  as  his  own,  all  the  bufinefs  and  knowledge  of  the  age. 
Tribonian  compofed,  both  in  profe  and  verfe,  on  a  ftrange  diverfity 
of  curious  and  abflrufe  fubjedts 73  :  a  double  panegyric  of  Juftinian 
and  the  life  of  the  philofopher  Theodotus  ;  the  nature  of  happinefs 
and  the  duties  of  government ;  Homer's  catalogue  and  the  four  and 
twenty  forts  of  metre;  the  aftronomical  canon  of  Ptolemy;  the 
changes  of  the  months  ;  the  houfes  of  the  planets  ;  and  the  har- 
monic fyftem  of  the  world.  To  the  literature  of  Greece  he  added 
the  ufe  of  the  Latin  tongue  ;  the  Roman  civilians  were  depofited 
in  his  library  and  jn  his  mind  ;  and  he  moil  affiduoufly  cultivated 
thofe  arts  which  opened  the  road  of  wealth  and  preferment.  From 
the  bar  of  the  praetorian  prefects,  he  raifed  himfelf  to  the  honours 
of  quaeftor,  of  conful,  and  of  mafter  of  the  offices  :  the  council  of 
Juftinian  liftened  to  his  eloquence  and  wifdom,  and  envy  was  mi- 
tigated by  the  gentlenefs  and  affability  of  his  manners.    The  re- 

71  For  the  legal  labours  of  Juftinian,  I       71  For  the  character  of  Tribonian,  fee  the 

have  ftudied  the  Preface  to  the  Inftitutes;  the  teftimonies  of  Procopius  (Per/ic.  1.  i.  c.  23, 

1st,  2d,  and  3d  Prefaces  to  the  Pandects ;  the  24.   Anecdot.  c.  13.  20. )  and  Suidas  (tom.iii. 

1st  and  2d  Preface  to  the  Code  ;  and  the  Code  p.  501.  edit.  Kufter).    Ludewig  (in  Vit.  Juf- 

itfelf  (1.  i.  tit.  xvii.  de  Veteii  Jure  enucle-  tinian.  p.  175— -209.)  works  hard,  very  hard, 

ando).     After  thefe  original  teftimonies,  I  to  white-walh — the  black-a-moor. 
have  confulted,  among  the  moderns,  Heinec-       73  I  apply  the  two  paflagcs  of  Suidas  to 

cius  (Hift.  J.  R.  N°  383 — 404.),   Teraflbn  the  fame  man  ;  every  circumltance  fo  exactly 

(Hift.  de  la  Jurifprudence  Romaine,  p.  295  tallies.  "  Yet  the  lawyers  appear  ignorant; 

—356.),  Gravina  (Opp.  p.  93 — 100. )»  and  and  Fabricius  is  inclined  to  feparate  the  two 

Ludewig,  in  his  Life  of  Juftinian  (p.  19 —  characters  (Bibliot.  Gnec.  torn.  i.  p.  341. 

123.  318 — 321.:  for  the  Code  and  Novels,  ii.  p.  518.   iii.  p.  413.    xii.  p.  346.  353, 

p.  209-261.;  for  the  Digeft  or  Pande&s,  474-)- 
p.  262—317.). 
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C  Hr  tw  P'  Proac^es  of  impiety  and  avarice  have  flamed  the  virtues  or  the  re- 

A  J-j  I  V  • 

<  i — putation  of  Tribonian.    In  a  bigotted  and  perfecuting  court,  the 

principal  minifler  was  accufed  of  a  fecrct  averfion  to  the  Chriftian 
faith,  and  was  fuppofed  to  entertain  the  fentiments  of  an  Atheift  and 
a  Pagan,  which  have  been  imputed,  inconfiflently  enough,  to  the  laft 
philofcphers  of  Greece.    His  avarice  was  more  clearly  proved  and 
more  fenfibly  felt.    If  he  were  fwayed  by  gifts  in  the  adminiflra- 
tion  of  juflice,  the  example  of  Bacon  will  again  occur ;  nor  can 
the  merit  of  Tribonian  atone  for  his  bafenefs,  if  he  degraded  the 
fanctity  of  his  profefiion  ;   and  if  laws  were  every  day  enacted, 
modified,  or  repealed,  for  the  bafe  confideration  of  his  private  emo- 
lument.   In  the  fedition  of  Conflantinople,  his  removal  was  granted 
to  the  clamours,  perhaps  to  the  jufl  indignation,  of  the  people  :  but 
the  quazftor  was  fpeedily  reflored,  and,  till  the  hour  of  his  death, 
he  pofTefTed,  above  twenty  years,  the  favour  and  confidence  of  the 
emperor.     His  paflive  and  dutiful  fubmiffion  has  been  honoured 
with  the  praife  of  Juflinian  himfelf,  whofe  vanity  was  incapable  of 
difcerning  how  often  that  fubmiffion  degenerated  into  the  grofTeft 
adulation.    Tribonian  adored  the  virtues  of  his  gracious  mafler :  the 
earth  was  unworthy  of  fuch  a  prince  ;  and  he  affected  a  pious  fear, 
that  Juflinian,  like  Elijah  or  Romulus,  would  be  fnatched  into  the 
air,  and  tranflated  alive  to  the  manfions  of  cceleflial  glory  7+. 
The  Code  of      If  Csefar  had  atchieved  the  reformation  of  the  Roman  law,  his 
jaftuuu,^     creative  genius,  enlightened  by  reflection  and  fiudy,  would  have 
February  13;  „\vtn  to  tfie  World  a  pure  and  original  fyflem  of  jurifprudence. 
April  7.       Whatever  flattery  might  fuggefl,  the  emperor  of  the  Eafl  was  afraid 

74  This  ftoryis  related  by  Hefychius  (de  the  impudence  of  the  modeft  Virgil.  Butthe 
Viris  Illuftri'ous),  Procopius  ( Anecdot.  c.13.),  fame  FontenL-ile  places  his  king  above  the 
and  Suidas  (torn.  iii.  p.  501.).    Such  flattery  divine  Augultus ;  and  the  fage  Boileau  has 
is  incredible ?  not  blufned  to  fay  "  Le  deftin  a  fes  yeux 
 Nihil  eft  quod  credere  de  fe  "  n'oferoit  balancer."    Yet  neither  Augultus 

Non  poteft,  cum  laudacurDiis  arquapoteftas.  nor  Louis  XiV.  were  fools. 
Fontenelle  (torn.  i.  p.  32—39.)  has  iiJiculei 

9  to 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  359 

to  eftablim  his  private  judgment  as  the  ftandard  of  equity:  in  the  c  HA  P. 

pofieflion  of  legislative  power,  he  borrowed  the  aid  of  time  and  >  „— — f 

opinion  ;  and  his  laborious  compilations  are  guarded  by  the  fages 
and  legiflators  of  paft  times.  Inftead  of  a  ftatue  caft  in  a  fimple  mould 
by  the  hand  of  an  artift,  the  works  of  Juftinian  reprefent  a  tefielated 
pavement  of  antique  and  coftly,  but  too  often  of  incoherent  frag- 
ments.   In  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  he  directed  the  faithful  Tri- 
bonian,  and  nine  learned  aflbciates,  to  revile  the  ordinances  of  his 
predeceflbrs,  as  they  were  contained,  fmce  the  time  of  Hadrian,  in 
the  Gregorian,  Hermogenian,  and  Theodofian  codes;  to  purge  the 
errors  and  contradictions,  to  retrench  whatever  was  obfolete  or  fu- 
pernuous,  and  to  felect  the  wife  and  falutary  laws  beft  adapted  to 
the  practice  of  the  tribunals  and  the  life  of  his  fubjects.    The  work 
was  accomplifhed  in  fourteen  months;  and  the  twelve  books  or  tables^ 
which  the  new  decemvirs  produced,  might  be  defigned  to  imitate 
the  labours  of  their  Roman  predeceflbrs.    The  new  code  of  Juf- 
tinian was  honoured  with  his  name,  and  confirmed  by  his  royal 
fignature  :   authentic  tranfcripts  were  multiplied  by  the  pens  of 
notaries  and  fcribes  ;  they  were  tranfmitted  to  the  magistrates  of  the 
European,  the  Afiatic,  and  afterwards  the  African  provinces :  and 
the  law  of  the  empire  was  proclaimed  on  folemn  festivals  at  the 
doors  of  churches.    A  more  arduous  operation  was  ftill  behind  :  ThePandctts 
to  extract  the  fpirit  of  jurifprudence  from  the  decifions  and  con-  A.b'fc*©, 
jectures,  the  queftions  and  difputes  of  the  Roman  civilians.    Seven-  An1?' 
teen  lawyers,  with  Tribonian  at  their  head,  were  appointed  by  the  Dec*  l6* 
emperor  to  exercife  an  abfolute  jurifdiction  over  the  works  of  their 
predeceflbrs.    If  they  had  obeyed  his  commands  in  ten  years,  Jufti- 
nian would  have  been  fatisfied  with  their  diligence  ;  and  the  rapid 
compofition  of  the  digest  or  pandects",  in  three  years,  will  de- 

fervc 

73  UwiKTy.i  (general  receivers)  was  a  com-  Pr.xfat.  ad  Hilt.  Natur.).  The  Dlgffta  of 
inon  title  of  the  Greek  mifccllanies  (Plin.    Scasvola,  M.iiccllinus,  Celfus,  were  already 

familiar 
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chap.  ferve  praife  or  cenfure,  according  to  the  merit  of  the  execution. 

XL1V. 

v  From  the  library  of  Tribonian,  they  chofe  forty,  the  moft  eminent 

civilians  of  former  times  76 :  two  thoufand  treatifes  were  comprifed 
in  an  abridgment  of  fifty  books ;  and  it  has  been  carefully  recorded, 
that  three  millions  of  lines  or  fentences 77,  were  reduced,  in  this  ab- 
ftract,  to  the  moderate  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand. 
The  edition  of  this  great  work  was  delayed  a  month  after  that  of  the 
institutes  ;  and  it  feemed  reafonable  that  the  elements  mould 
precede  the  digeft  of  the  Roman  law.  As  foon  as  the  emperor  had 
approved  their  labours,  he  ratified,  by  his  legiflative  power,  the  fpe- 
culations  of  thefe  private  citizens :  their  commentaries,  on  the  twelve 
tables,  the  perpetual  edict,  the  laws  of  the  people,  and  the  decrees 
of  the  fenate,  fucceeded  to  the  authority  of  the  text  ;  and  the  text 
was  abandoned,  as  an  ufelefs,  though  venerable,  relic  of  antiquity. 
The  Code,  the  Pandecls,  and  the  Injlitutes,  were  declared  to  be  the 
legitimate  fyftem  of  civil  jurifprudence  ;  they  alone  were  admitted 
in  the  tribunals,  and  they  alone  were  taught  in  the  academies  of 
Rome,  Confbantinople,  and  Berytus.  Juftinian  addreffed  to  the 
fenate  and  provinces,  his  eternal  oracles ;  and  his  pride,  under  the 
mafk  of  piety,  afcribed  the  confummation  of  this  great  defign  to  the 
fupport  and  infpiration  of  the  Deity. 

familiar  to  the  civilians  :  but  Juftinian  was  in  502.)-  Antoninus  Auguftus  (de  Nominibus 
the  wrong  when  he  ufed  the  two  appellations  Propriis.  Pandect,  apud  Ludewig,  p.  283.) 
as  fynonymous.  Is  the  word  Pandeds  Greek  is  faid  to  have  added  fifty-four  names;  but 
or  Latin — mafculine  or  feminine  ?  The  di-  they  muft  be  vague  or  fecond-hand  references, 
ligent  Brenckman  will  not  prefume  to  decide  n  The  Sn%m  of  the  ancient  MSS.  may  be 
thefe  momentous  controverfies  (Hill.  Pandect.  &r\(\\y  defined"  as  fentences  or  periods  of  a 
Florentin.  p.  300 — 304.).  complete  fenfe,  which,  on  the  breadth  of  the 

76  Angelus  Politianus  (I.  v.  Epift.  ult.)  parchment  rolls  or  volumes,  compofed  as 
reckons  thirty-feven  (p.  192 — zoo.)  civilians  n,any  ljnes  of  unequal  length.  The  num- 
quoted  in  the  Pandects— a  learned,  and,  for  ber  of  Eti;£m  in  each  book  ferved  as  a  check 
his  times,  an  extraordinary  lift.  The  Greek  on  the  errors  of  the  fcribes  (Ludewig,  p.  211 
Index  to  the  Pandects  enumerates  thirty-nine;  — 215.  and  his  original  author  Suicer.  The- 
and  forty  are  produced  by  the  indefatigable  faur.  Ecclefiaft.  tom.i.  p.  1021—1036.). 
Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Grasc.  torn.  iii.  p.  488— 

Since 
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Since  the  emperor  declined  the  fame  and  envy  of  original  compo-  c  HA  P. 

fition,  we  can  only  require  at  his  hands,  method,  choice,  and  fide-  1  

lity,  the  humble,  though  indifpenfable,  virtues  of  a  compiler.  Among  cenforeof 
the  various  combinations  of  ideas,  it  is  difficult  to  affign  any  reafon-  pandects and 
able  preference  ;  but  as  the  order  of  Juftinian  is  different  in  his  three 
works,  it  is  poffible  that  all  may  be  wrong  ;  and  it  is  certain  that 
two  cannot  be  right.  In  the  feleciion  of  ancient  laws,  he  feems  to 
have  viewed  his  predecelTors  without  jealoufy,  and  with  equal  re- 
gard :  the  feries  could  not  afcend  above  the  reign  of  Hadrian,  and 
the  narrow  diftin&ion  of  Paganifm  and  Chriftianity,  introduced  by 
the  fuperftition  of  Theodofms,  had  been  abolifhed  by  the  confent 
of  mankind.  But  the  jurifprudence  of  the  Pandects  is  circumfcribed 
within  a  period  of  an  hundred  years,  from  the  perpetual  edict  to  the 
death  of  Severus  Alexander :  the  civilians  who  lived  under  the  firfl 
Caefars,  are  feldom  permitted  to  fpeak,  and  only  three  names  can 
be  attributed  to  the  age  of  the  republic.  The  favourite  of  Juftinian 
(it  has  been  fiercely  urged)  was  fearful  of  encountering  the  light 
of  freedom  and  the  gravity  of  Roman  fages.  Tribonian  con- 
demned to  oblivion  the  genuine  and  native  wifdom  of  Cato,  the 
Sc£evolas,  and  Sulpicius  ;  while  he  invoked  fpirits  more  congenial  to 
his  own,  the  Syrians,  Greeks,  and  Africans,  who  flocked  to  the 
Imperial  court  to  ftudy  Latin  as  a  foreign  tongue,  and  jurifprudence 
as  a  lucrative  profeffion.  But  the  minifters  of  Juftinian73  were  in- 
ftructed  to  labour,  not  for  the  curiofity  of  antiquarians,  but  for  the 
immediate  benefit  of  his  fubjects.  It  was  their  duty  to  felect  the 
ufeful  and  practical  parts  of  the  Roman  law ;  and  the  writings  of 
the  old  republicans,  however  curious  or  excellent,  were  no  longer 
fuited  to  the  new  fyftem  of  manners,  religion,  and  government. 

7*  An  ingenious  and  learned  oration  of   Tribonian,  againft  the  paflionate  charges  of 
Schultingius   (Jurifprudentia   Aate-Juftini-    Francis  Hottoman  and  his  feclaries. 
anea,  p.  883 — 907.)  juftifies  the  choice  of 

Vol.  IV.  3  A  Perhaps, 


362 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


C  vr  P'  Pei*haps,  if  the  preceptors  and  friends  of  Cicero  were  ftill  alive,  our 
candour  would  acknowledge,  that,  except  in  purity  of  language  7% 
their  intrinfic  merit  was  excelled  by  the  fchool  of  Papinian  and 
Ulpian.  The  fcience  of  the  laws  is  the  flow  growth  of  time  and 
experience,  and  the  advantage  both  of  method  and  materials,  is 
naturally  affumed  by  the  moft  recent  authors.  The  civilians  of  the 
reign  of  the  Antonines  had  ftudied  the  works  of  their  predecefTors : 
their  philofophic  fpirit  had  mitigated  the  rigour  of  antiquity,  fim- 
plified  the  forms  of  proceeding,  and  emerged  from  the  jealoufy  and 
prejudice  of  the  rival  fects.  The  choice  of  the  authorities  that  com- 
pofe  the  Pandects,  depended  on  the  judgment  of  Tribonian  :  but 
the  power  of  his  fovereign  could  not  abfolve  him  from  the  facred 
obligations  of  truth  and  fidelity.  As  the  legiflator  of  the  empire, 
Juftinian  might  repeal  the  acts  of  the  Antonines,  or  condemn,  as 
feditious,  the  free  principles,  which  were  maintained  by  the  laft  of 
the  Roman  lawyers  s°.  But  the  exiftence  of  paft  facts  is  placed  be- 
yond the  reach  of  defpotifm ;  and  the  emperor  was  guilty  of  fraud 
and  forgery,  when  he  corrupted  the  integrity  of  their  text,,  infcribed 
with  their  venerable  names  the  words  and  ideas  of  his  fervile 
reign  8I,  and  fupprefled,  by  the  hand  of  power,  the  pure  and 
authentic  copies  of  their  fentiments.  The  changes  and  interpola- 
tions of  Tribonian  and  his  colleagues  are  excufed  by  the  pretence 

(79  Strip  away  the  cruft  of  Tribonian,  and       *°  Nomina  quidem  veteribus  lervavimus, 

allow  for  the  ufe  of  technical  wcrds,  and  the  legum  autem  veritatem  noftram  fecimus.  Ita- 

Latin  of  the  Pandects  will  be  found  not  un-  que  liquid  erat  in  iilis  Jeditiofum,  multa  autem 

wcrthy  of  the  filuir  age.    It  has  been  ve-  talia  erant  ibi  repofita,  hoc  decifum  eft  et  de- 

hemently  attacked  by  Laurentius  Valla,  a  finitom,  et  in  perfpicuum  finem  dedu&a  eft 

faftidious  grammarian  of  the  XVth  century,  quaeque  lex  (Cod.  Juftinian.  1.  i.  tit.  xvii. 

and  by  his  apologift  Floridus  Sabinus.     It  leg.  3.  N°  10.).    A  frank  confelBon ! 
has  been  defended  by  Alciat  and  a  nsmelefs       81  The  number  of  thefe  emblemata  (a  po- 

advocate  (moft  probably  James  Capellus).  lite  name  for  forgeries)  is  much  reduced  by 

Their  various  treatifes  are  collected  by  Duker  Bynkerfhoek  (in  the  iv.  laft  books  of  his  Ob- 

(Opufcula  de  Latinitate  veterum  Jurifcon-  fervations),  who  poorly  maintains  the  right 

foltorum,  Lugd.  Bat.  1721,  in  I2m0).  of  Juftinian  and  the  doty  of  Tribonian. 
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of  uniformity  :  but  their  cares  have  been  infufficient,  and  the  an-  c  *^  A  P. 
tinomies,  or  contradictions  of  the  Code  and  Pandects,  ftill  exercife  the  «  M  ' 


patience  and  fubtlety  of  modern  civilians81. 

A  rumour  devoid  of  evidence  has  been  propagated  by  the  enemies  Lo&  of  the 

.  ancient  jurif- 

of  Juftinian  ;  that  the  jurifprudence  of  ancient  Rome  was  reduced  prudence, 
to  afhes  by  the  author  of  the  Pandects,  from  the  vain  perfuafion, 
that  it  was  now  either  falfe  or  fuperfluous.  Without  ufurping  an 
office  fo  invidious,  the  emperor  might  fafely  commit  to  ignorance 
and  time  the  accomplifhment  of  this  deftructive  wifh.  Before  the 
invention  of  printing  and  paper,  the  labour  and  the  materials  of 
writing  could  be  purchafed  only  by  the  rich  ;  and  it  may  reafonably 
be  computed,  that  the  price  of  books  was  an  hundred  fold  their  pre- 
fent  value Copies  were  flowly  multiplied  and  cautioufly  re- 
newed :  the  hopes  of  profit  tempted  the  facrilegious  fcribes  to  eraze 
the  characters  of  antiquity,  and  Sophocles  or  Tacitus  were  obliged 
to  refign  the  parchment  to  muTals,  homilies,  and  the  golden  legend8*. 
If  fuch  was  the  fate  of  the  moft  beautiful  compofitions  of  genius,  what 
liability  could  be  expected  for  the  dull  and  barren  works  of  an  ob- 
folete  fcience?  The  books  of  jurifprudence  were  interefting  to  few, 
and  entertaining  to  none  :  their  value  was  connected  with  prefent 
ufe,  and  they  funk  for  ever  as  foon  as  that  ufe  was  fuperfeded  by 
the  innovations  of  fafhion,  fuperior  merit,  or  public  authority.  In 

81  The  antinomies,  or  oppofite  laws  of  (he  or  five  hundred  to  fixty,  fifty,  and  forty 

Code  and  Pandefls,  are  fometimes  the  caufe,  crowns.   The  public  was  at  firrt  pleafed  with 

and  often  the  excufe,  of  the  glorious  uncer-  the  cheapnefs,  and  at  length  provoked  by  the 

tainty  of  the  civil  law,  which  fo  often  affords  difcovery  of  the  fraud  (Mattaire,  Arnal.  Ty- 

what   Montaigne   calls   "    Queftions  poc  pograph.  torn.  i.  p.  12.  ;  firft  edition). 
l'Ami."  See  a  fine  pafiage  of  Francifcus  Bal-       s+  This  execrable  praftice  prevailed  from 

duinus  in  Juflinian  (1.  ii.  p.  259,  &c.  apud  the  viilth,  and  more  efpecially  from  the  xiith, 

Ludewig,  p.  305,  306.).  century,  when  it  became  almoft  univerfal 

83  When  Full,  or  Fauftus,  fold  at  Paris  his  (Montfaucon,  in  the  Memoires  de  1'Aca- 

firft  printed  bibles  as  manufcripts,  the  price  demie,  torn.  vi.  p.  606,  Sec.  Bibliotheque 

•of  a  parchment  copy  was  reduced  from  four  Raifonnee  de  laDiplomatique,  torn. i. p.  176.). 

3  A  2  the 
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the  age  of  peace  and  learning,  between  Cicero  and  the  laft  of  the 
Antonines,  many  lofles.had  been  already  fuftained,  and  fome  lumi- 
naries of  the  fchool,  or  forum,  were  known  only  to  the  curious  by 
tradition  and  report.  Three  hundred  and  fixty  years  of  diforder 
and  decay  accelerated  the  progrefs  of  oblivion  ;  and  it  may  fairly 
be  prefumed,  that  of  the  writings,  which  Juftinian  is  accufed  of  ne- 
glecting, many  were  no  longer  to  be  found  in  the  libraries  of  the 
Eaft  8S.  The  copies  of  Papinian  or  Ulpian,  which  the  reformer  had 
profcribed,  were  deemed  unworthy  of  future  notice  ;  the  twelve 
tables  and  prastorian  edict  infenfibly  vaniihed,  and  the  monuments 
of  ancient  Rome  were  neglected  or  deftroyed  by  the  envy  and  ig- 
norance of  the  Greeks.  Even  the  Pandects  themfelves  have  efcaped 
with  difficulty  and  danger  from  the  common  fhipwreck,  and  cri^ 
ticifm  has  pronounced,  that  all  the  editions  and  manufcripts  of  the 
Weft  are  derived  from  one  original".  It  was  tranferibed  at  Con- 
ftantinople  in  the  beginning  of  the  feventh  century87,  was  fucceffively 
tranfported  by  the  accidents  of  war  and  commerce  to  Amalphi8* 


85  Pompcoius  (Pandett.  1.  i.  tit.  ii.  leg.  2.) 
obferves,  that  of  the  three  founders  of  the 
civil  law,  Mucius,  Brutus,  and  Manilius,  ex- 
tant volumina,  fcripta  Manilii  monumenta; 
that  of  fome  old  republican  lawyers,  haec  ver- 
fantur  eorum  fcripta  inter  manus  hominum. 
Eight  of  the  Auguftan  fages  were  reduced  to 
a  compendium  :  of  Cafcellius,  fcripta  non 
extant  fed  unus  liber,  &c. ;  of  Trebatius, 
mjnus  frequentantur ;  of  Tubero,  libri  pa- 
rum  grati  funt.  Many  quotations  in  the 
Pandects  are  derived  from  books  which  Tri- 
bonian  never  faw ;  and,  in  the  long  period 
from  the  viith  to  the  xiiith  century  of  Rome, 
the  apparent  reading  of  the  moderns  fuccef- 
fively depends  on  the  knowledge  and  veracity 
of  their  predeceftbrs. 

86  All,  in  feveral  inftances,  repeat  the  er- 
rors of  the  fcribe  and  the  tranfpofuions  of 
fome  leaves  in  the  Florentine  Pandects.  This 
fact,  if  it  be  true,  is  decifive.    Yet  the  Paa- 

7 


dedts  are  quoted  by  Ivo  of  Chartres  (who  died 
in  11 17),  by  Theobald,  archbiftiop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  by  Vacarius,  our  firft  profeftbr, 
in  the  year  1140  (Selden  ad  Fletam,  c.  7. 
torn.  ii.  p.  1080 — 1085.).  Have  our  Britim 
MSS.  of  the  Pandects  been  collated  i 

87  See  the  description  of  this  original  in 
Brenckman  (Hift.  Pandect.  Florent.  1.  i.  c.  2, 
3.  p.  4 — 17.  and  1.  ii  ).  Politian,  an  enthu- 
fiaft,  revered  it  as  the  authentic  ftandard  of 
Juftinian  himfelf  (p.  407,  403.)  ;  but  this 
paradox  is  refuted  bje  the  abbreviations  of  the 
Florentine  MS.  (l.ii.  c.  3.  p.  117— 130.)  It 
is  compofed  of  two  quarto  volumes,  with  large 
margins,  011  a  thin  parchment,  and  the  Latin 
characters  betray  the  hand  of  a  Greek  fcribe. 

68  Brenckman,  at  the  end  of  his  hiftcry, 
has  inferted  two  diflertations,  on  the  republic 
of  Amalphi,  and  the  Pifan  war  in  the  year 
1155,  &c. 

Pifa, 
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Pifa89,  and  Florence50,  and  is  now  depofited  as  a  facred  relic"  in  CHAP. 

XLIV. 

the  ancient  palace  of  the  republic91,  ^_  _v_  ' 

It  is  the  firft  care  of  a  reformer  to  prevent  any  future  reformation.  Legal  incon- 
To  maintain  the  text  of  the  Pandects,  the  Inftitutes,  and  the  Code,  tfnian ^ 
the  ufe  of  cyphers  and  abbreviations  was  rigoroufly  profcribed  ;  and 
as  Juftinian  recollected,  that  the  perpetual  edict  had  been  buried 
under  the  weight  of  commentators,  he  denounced  the  punifhment 
of  forgery  againft  the  rafh  civilians  who  mould  prefume  to  interpret 
or  pervert  the  will  of  their  fovereign.    The  fcholars  of  Accurfius,  of 
Bartolus,  of  Cujacius,  mould  blufh  for  their  accumulated  guilt,  unlefs 
they  dare  to  dilpwte  his  right  of  binding  the  authority  of  his  fuccefi- 
fors,  and  the  native  freedom  of  the  mind.     But  the  emperor  was 
unable  to  fix  his  own  inconftancy  ;  and,  while  he  boafted  of  renew- 
ing the  exchange  of  Diomede,  of  tranfinuting  brafs  into  gold93,  he 
difcovered  the  neceffity  of  purifying  his  gold  from  the  mixture  of 
bafer  alloy.    Six  years  had  not  elapfed  from  the  publication  of  the  Second  edi- 

.  .  tion  of  thtt" 

Code,  before  he  condemned  the  imperfect  attempt,,  by  a  new  and  Code,. 

89  The  difcoveryof  the  Pandects  at  Amal-  travellers  by  the  monks  and  msgiftrates  bare- 
phi  (A.D.  1137)  1S         noticed   (in  1501)  headed,  and  with  lighted  tapers  (Brenckman> 
by  Ludovicus  Bologninus  (Brenckman,  1.  i.  1.  i.  c.  io,  11,  1 2.  p.  62  — 93.). 
c.  xi.  p.  73,  74.  I.  iv.  c.  2.  p.  417 — 425.),  on  92  After  the  collations  of  Politian,  Bolog- 
the  faith  of  a  Pifan  chronicle  (p.  409,  410.),  ninus,  and  Antoninus  Auguftinus,  and  the 
without  a  name  or  a  date.    The  whole  (lory,  fplendid  edition  of  the  Pandecls  by  Taurel- 
thoogh  unknown  to  the  xi.th  century,  embel-  lus  (in  1551),  Henry  Brenckman,  a  Dutch- 
limed  by  ignorant  ages,  and  fufpected  by  rigid  man,  undertook  a  pilgrimage  to  Florence, 
criticifm,  is  not,  however,  deiiitute  of  much  where  he  employed  feveral  years  in  the  ftudy 
internal  probability  (1.  i.  c.  4— 8.  p.  17 — 50.).  of  a  /ingle  manuscript.    liii  Hirtoria  Pa£n-- 
The  Liber  Pandeclarum  of  Pifa  was  undoubt-  dedtar'um  Florentinorum  (Utrecht,  1722,  in 
edly  confulted  in  the  xhth  century  by  the  41°),  though  a  monument,  of  indulhy,  is  a 
great  Bartolus  (p.  406,  407.    See  f.  i.  c.  9.  fmall  portion  of  his  original  deiign.. 
P"  $0—62.)..  53  Xfvc-ia,  ya>.Knutt  luccro^ai  vj>iaj3iiuvt  apud 
Pifa  was  taken  by  the  Florentines  in  the  Ilcmerum  patrem  omnis  virtutis  (1"  Pr.-efat.- 
year  1406;  and  in  1411  the  Pandcfts  were  £d  Pandect.)..    A  line  of  Milton  or  Taflb 
rranfported  to  the  capital.    Thefe  events  are  would  furprife  us  in  an  aft  of  parliament, 
authentic  and  famous.  Q^a;  omnia  obtinere  fancimus  in  omne  sviim. 

91  They  were  new  bound  in  purple,  depo-  Of  the  fi rft  Code,  he  fays  (  J  Prajfat.),  in 

fited  iu  a  rich  cafkst,  and  fhevvn  to  curious  sternum  valicurum.    Man  and  for  ever!:' 


more. 
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CHAP,  more  accurate  edition  of  the  fame  work ;  which  he  enriched  with 
«.     — two  hundred  of  his  own  laws,  and  fifty  decifions  of  the  darkeft  and 
No^'io?4'    moft  intricate  points  of  jurifprudence.     Every  year,  or,  according 
to  Procopius,  each  day,  of  his  long  reign,  was  marked  by  fome  legal 
innovation.    Many  of  his  ads  were  refcinded  by  himfelf ;  many 
were  rejected  by  his  fucceffors,  many  have  been  obliterated  by  time ; 
but  the  number  of  fixteen  edicts,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
The  Novels,  eight  novels  94,  has  been  admitted  into  the  authentic  body  of  the 
534— ^65.    civil  jurifprudence.     In  the  opinion  of  -a  philofopher  fuperior  to 
the  prejudices  of  his  profeflion,  thefe  inceflant,  and,  for  the  moft 
part  trifling,  alterations,  can  be  only  explained  by  the  venal  fpirit 
of  a  prince,  who  fold  without  lhame  his  judgments  and  his  laws95. 
The  charge  of  the  fecret  hiftorian  is  indeed  explicit  and  vehement  j 
but  the  fole  inftance,  which  he  produces,  may  be  afcribed  to  the  de- 
votion as  well  as  to  the  avarice  of  Juftinian.    A  wealthy  bigot  had 
bequeathed  his  inheritance  to  the  church  of  Emefa ;  and  its  value 
was  enhanced  by  the  dexterity  of  an  artift,  who  fubfcribed  confef- 
fions  of  debt  and  promifes  of  payment  with  the  names  of  the  richeft 
Syrians.     They  pleaded  the  eftablifhed  prefcription  of  thirty  or 
forty  years  ;   but  their  defence  was  over-ruled  by  a  retrofpective 
edict,  which  extended  the  claims  of  the  church  to  the  term  of  a 
century  ;  an  edict  fo  pregnant  with  injuftice  and  diforder,  that  after 
ferving  this  occafional  purpofe,  it  was  prudently  abolifhed  in  the 
fame  reign56.    If  candour  will  acquit  the  emperor  himfelf,  and  tranf- 

9+  Novella  is  a  claflic  adjective,  but  a  bar-  Grandeur   et  la  Decadence  des  Romains, 

barous  fubftantive  (Ludewig,  p.  245. )•   Juf-  c.  20.  torn.  iii.  p.  501.  in  4".    On  this  oc- 

tinian  never  collected  them  himfelf :  the  nine  cafion  he  throws  afide  the  gown  and  cap  of 

collations,  the  legal  ftandard  of  modern  tri-  a  Prefident  a  Mortier. 

bunals,  ccnfift  of  ninety-eight  Novels ;  but  96  Procopius,  Anecdot.  c.  28.    A  fimilar 

the  number  was  encreafed  by  the  diligence  privilege  was  granted  to  the  church  of  Rome 

of  Julian,  Haloander,  and  Contius  (Lude-  (Novel,  ix.).   For  the  general  repeal  of  thefe 

wig,  p.  249.  258.    Aleman.  Not.  in  Anec-  mifchievous  indulgences,  fee  Novel,  cxi.  and 


dot.  p.  98  ).  Edidt.  v. 

9S  Montefquieu,    Confideraticns   fur  la 


fer 
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fer  the  corruption  to  his  wife  and  favourites,  the  fufpicion  of  fo  c  H  A 

X  LI  V 

foul  a  vice  muft  ftill  degrade  the  majefty  of  his  laws  ;  and  the  advo-  \  ^ 

cates  of  Juftinian  may  acknowledge,  that  fuch  levity,  whatfoever 
be  the  motive,  is  unworthy  of  a  legiflator  and  a  man. 

Monarchs  feldom  condefcend  to  become  the  preceptors  of  their  The  infH 

tutes, 

fubjects  ;  and  fome  praife  is  due  to  Juftinian,  by  whofe  command  A.D.  53 
an  ample  fyftem  was  reduced  to  a  fhort  and  elementary  treatife.  ov'21* 
Among  the  various  inftitutes  of  the  Roman  law97,  thofe  of  Caius9* 
were  the  mod  popular  in  the  Eaft  and  Weft  ;  and  their  ufe  may  be 
confidered  as  an  evidence  of  their  merit.    They  were  felected  by 
the  Imperial  delegates,  Tribonian,  Theophilus,  and  Dorotheus :  and 
the  freedom  and  purity  of  the  Antonines  was  incrufted  with  the 
coarfer  materials  of  a  degenerate  age.    The  fame  volume  which  in- 
troduced the  youth  of  Rome,  Conftantinople,  and  Berytus,  to  the 
gradual  ftudy  of  the  Code  and  Pandects,  is  ftill  precious  to  the  hifto- 
rian,  the  philofopher,  and  the  magiftrate.    The  institutes  of 
Juftinian  are  divided  into  four  books  ;  they  proceed,  with  no  con- 
temptible method,  from,  I.  Perfons,  to,  II.  Things,  and  from  things* 
to,  III.  Actions  ;  and  the  article  IV.  of  Private  Wrongs,  is  terminated 
by  the  principles  of  Criminal  Law. 

I.  The  diftinction  of  ranks  and  perfons,  is  the  flrmeft  bafis  of  a  I.  Of  p 
mixed  and  limited  government.    In  France,  the  remains  of  liberty  Freemen 
are  kept  alive  by  the  fpirit,  the  honours,  and  even  the  preju-  fla%es* 
dices,  of  fifty  thoufand  nobles  59.    Two  hundred  families  fupply, 

in 

97  Ladlantius,  in  his  Inftitutes  of  Chriftian-  century.  His  Inftitutes  are  quoted  by  Ser- 
ity,  an  elegant  and  fpecious  work,  propofes  vius,  Boethius,  Prifcian,  &c.  and  the  Epi- 
to  imitate  the  title  and  method  of  the  civi-  tome  by  Arrian  is  ftill  extant.  (See  the  Pro- 
lians.  Quidam  prudentes  et  arbitri  asquitatis  legomena  and  Notes  to  the  edition  of  Schul- 
Inftitutiones  Civilis  Juris  compofitas  edide-  th>g,  in  the  Jurifprudentia  Ante-Juftinianea, 
runt  (Inftitut.  Divin.  l.L  c.  1.).  Such  as  Lugd.  Bat.  1717.  Heineccius,  Hift.  J.  R. 
Ulpian,  Paul,  Florentinus,  Marcian.  N°  313.    Ludewig,  in  Vit.  Juft.  p.  199.) 

»8  The  emperor  Juftinian  calls  him  fuum,  S9  gee  the  Annales  Politiques  de  l'Abbe  de 
though  he  died  before  the  end  of  the  fecond    St.  Pierre,,  torn.  i.  p.  25.  who  dates  in  the 

year 
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in  lineal  defcent,  the  fecond  branch  of  the  Englifh  legiflature,  which 
maintains,  between  the  king  and  commons,  the  balance  of  the  con- 
flitution.  A  gradation  of  patricians  and  plebeians,  of  ftrangers  and 
fubjects,  has  fupported  the  ariftocracy  of  Genoa,  Venice,  and  an- 
cient Rome.  The  perfect  equality  of  men  is  the  point  in  which 
the  extremes  of  democracy  and  defpotifm  are  confounded ;  fince 
the  majefty  of  the  prince  cr  people  would  be  offended,  if  any  heads 
were  exalted  above  the  level  of  their  fellow-flaves  or  fellow-citizens. 
In  the  decline  of  the  Roman  empire,  the  proud  diftinttions  of  the  re- 
public were  gradually  abolimed,  and  the  reafon  or  inftinct  of  Jufti- 
r.ian  completed  the  fimple  form  of  an  abfolute  monarchy.  The 
emperor  could  not  eradicate  the  popular  reverence  which  always 
waits  on  the  polTefTion  of  hereditary  wealth  or  the  memory  of  fa- 
mous anceftors.  He  delighted  to  honour  with  titles  and  emolu- 
ments, his  generals,  magistrates,  and  fenators ;  and  his  precarious 
indulgence  communicated  fome  rays  of  their  glory  to  the  perfons 
of  their  wives  and  children.  But  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  all  Roman 
citizens  were  equal,  and  all  fubjects  of  the  empire  were  citizens  of 
Rome.  That  ineftimable  character  was  degraded  to  an  obfolete  and 
empty  name.  The  voice  of  a  Roman  could  no  longer  enact  his 
laws,  or  create  the  annual  minifters  of  his  power:  his  conftitutional 
rights  might  have  checked  the  arbitrary  will  of  a  matter  ;  and  the 
bold  adventurer  from  Germany  or  Arabia  was  admitted,  with  equal 
favour,  to  the  civil  and  military  command,  which  the  citizen  alone 
had  been  once  entitled  to  aflame  over  the  conquefts  of  his  fathers. 
The  firft  Caefars  had  fcrupuloufly  guarded  the  diftinction  of  ingenu- 
ous,  and  feriile  birth,  which  was  decided  by  the  condition  of  the 
mother  ;  and  the  candour  of  the  laws  was  fatisfied,  if  her  freedom 

year  1735.  The  mod  ancient  families  claim  merit  and  fervices.  The  recent  and  vulgar 
the  immemorial  poflefTion  of  arms  and  fiefs,  crowd  is  derived  from  the  multitude  of  venal 
Since  the  Crufades,  fome,  the  mod  truly  re-  offices  without  truft  or  dignity,  which  conti- 
fpeciable,  have  been  created  by  the  king  for    nually  ennoble  the  wealthy  plebeians. 

could 
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•could  be  afcertained  during  a  Tingle  moment  between  the  conception  CHAP. 

...  XLIV. 
and  the  delivery.    The  flaves,  who  were  liberated  by  a  generous  <  ,  / 

matter,  immediately  entered  into  the  middle  clafs  of  libertines  or 
freed  me  11  :  but  they  could  never  be  enfranchiicd  from  the  duties 
of  obedience  and  gratitude  :  whatever  were  the  fruits  of  their  in- 
duftry,  their  patron  and  his  family  inherited  the  third  part ;  or  even 
the  whole  of  their  fortune,  if  they  died  without  children  and  with- 
out a  teftament.  Juflinian  refpe&ed  the  rights  of  patrons  ;  but  his 
indulgence  removed  the  badge  of  difgrace  from  the  two  inferior 
orders  of  freedmen  :  whoever  ceafed  to  be  a  flave,  obtained,  without 
referve  or  delay,  the  ftation  of  a  citizen  ;  and  at  length  the  dignity 
of  an  ingenuous  birth,  which  nature  had  refufed,  was  created,  or 
fuppofed,  by  the  omnipotence-of  the  emperor.  Whatever  reftraints 
of  age,  or  forms,  or  numbers,  had  been  formerly  introduced  to  check 
the  abufe  of  manumiflions,  and  the  too  rapid  encreafe  of  vile  and 
indigent  Romans,  he  finally  abolimed;  and  the  fpirit  of  his  laws 
promoted  the  extinction  of  domeftic  fervitude.  Yet  the  eaftern 
provinces  were  filled,  in  the  time  of  Juflinian,  with  multitudes  of 
flaves,  either  born  or  purchafed  for  the  ufe  of  their  matters  ;  and 
the  price,  from  ten  to  feventy  pieces  of  gold,  was  determined  by 
their  age,  their  ftrength,  and  their  education  ,0°.  But  the  hard- 
fhips  of  this  dependent  ftate  were  continually  diminifhed  by  the 
influence  of  government  and  religion ;  and  the  pride  of  a  fubject 
was  no  longer  elated  by  his  abfolute  dominion  over  the  life  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  bondfman  ,0'. 

The 

100  If  the  option  of  a  flave  was  bequeathed  eunuchs  under  ten  years,  thirty  pieces ;  above, 
to  feveral  legatees,  they  drew  lots,  and  the  fifty  ;  if  tradefmen,  feventy  (Cod.  1.  vi. 
lofers  were  entitled  to  their  lhare  of  his  va-  tit.  xliii.  leg.  3.).  Thefe  legal  prices  are 
lue:  ten  pieces  of  gold  for  a  common  fervant  generally  below  thofe  of  the  market, 
or  maid  under  ten  years;  if  above  that  age,  101  For  the  ftate  of  flaves  and  freedmen, 
twenty;  if  they  knew  a  trade,  thirty  ;  notaries  fee  Inftitutes,  1.  i.  tit.  iii — viii.  !.  ii.  tit.  ix. 
or  writers,  fifty  ;  midwives  or  phyjicians,  fixty ;    1.  iii.  tit.  viii,  ix.    Pande&s  or  Digeft,  1.  i. 

Vol.  IV.  3  B  tit. 
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CHAP.      The  law  of  nature  inftructs  moft  animals  to  cherifh  and  educate 

»  ■ — — '  their  infant  progeny.    The  law  of  reafon  inculcates  to  the  human 

chiidren!nd  fpecies  the  returns  of  filial  piety.  But  the  exclufive,  abfolute,  and 
perpetual  dominion  of  the  father  over  his  children,  is  peculiar  to  the 
Roman  jurifprudence'01,  and  feems  to  be  coeval  with  the  foundation 
of  the  city  103.  The  paternal  power  was  inftituted  or  confirmed  by 
Romulus  himfelf ;  and  after  the  practice  of  three  centuries,  it  was 
inferibed  on  the  fourth  table  of  the  Decemvirs.  In  the  forum,  the 
fenate,  or  the  camp,  the  adult  fon  of  a  Roman  citizen  enjoyed  the 
public  and  private  rights  of  a  per/on :  in  his  father's  houfe,  he  was 
a  mere  thing ;  confounded  by  the  laws  with  the  moveables,  the  cat- 
tle, and  the  flaves,  whom  the  capricious  mafter  might  alienate  or 
deftroy,  without  being  refponfible  to  any  earthly  tribunal.  The 
hand  which  beftowed  the  daily  fuftenance  might  refume  the  voluntary 
gift,  and  whatever  was  acquired  by  the  labour  or  fortune  of  the 
fon,  was  immediately  loft  in  the  property  of  the  father.  His  ftolen 
goods  (his  oxen  or  his  children)  might  be  recovered  by  the  fame 
action  of  theft ,0*  j  and  if  either  had  been  guilty  of  a  trefpafs,  it  was 
in  his  own  option  to  compenfate  the  damage,  or  refign  to  the  in- 
jured party  the  obnoxious  animal.    At  the  call  of  indigence  or 

tit.  v,  vi.  1.  xvxviii.  tit.  i — iv.  and  the  whole  prium  eft  civium  Romanorum.    Nulli  enim 

of  the  xlth  book.  Code,  1.  vi.  tit.  iv,  v.  1.  vii.  alii  funt  homines,  qui  talem  in  liberos  habe- 

«it.  i — xxiii.).    Be  it  henceforwards  under-  ant  poteftatem  qualem  nos  habemus. 
Hood  that,  with  the  original  text  of  the  In-       103  Dionyfius  Hal.  1.  ii.  p.  94,  95.  Gra- 

ftiMites  and  Pandects,  the  correfpondent  ar-  vina  (Opp.  p.  286.)  produces  the  words  of 

tides  in  the  Antiquities  and  Elements  of  the  xii  tables.  Papinian  (in  Collatione  Legum 

Heineccius  are  implicitly  quoted  ;  and,  with  Roman,  et  Mofaicarum,  tit.  iv.  p.  204.) 

the  xxvii  full  books  of  the  Pandects,  the  ftyles  this  patria  poteftas,  lex  regia :  U.'pian 

learned  and  rational  Commentaries  of  Ge-  (ad  Sabin.  I.  xxvi.  in  Pandect.  1.  i.  tit.  vi. 

rard  Noodt  (Opera,  torn.  ii.  p.  1—590,  the  leg.  8.)  fays,  jus  poteftatis  moribus  receptum  ; 

end.  Lugd.  Bat.  1724).  and  furiofus  filium  in  poteftate  habebit. 

l0i  See  the  patria  poteftas  in  the  Inftitutes  How  facred — or  rather  how  abfurd  ! 
(1.  i.  tit.  ix.),  the  Pandects  (1.  i.  tit.  vi,  vii.),       104  Pandect.    1.  xlvii.  tit.  ii.  leg.  14. 

and  the  Code  (1.  viii.  tit.  xlvii,  xlriii,  xlix.).  N°  13.  leg.  38.  N°  I.    Such  was  the  deci- 

Jus  poteftatis  quod  in  liberos  habemus  pro-  fion  of  Ulpian  and  Paul. 

12  avarice, 
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avarice,  the  mafter  of  a  family  could  difpofe  of  his  children  or  his  chap. 

XLIV 

■flaves.    But  the  condition  of  the  flave  was  far  more  advantageous, 
fince  he  regained  by  the  firft  manumifiion  his  alienated  freedom  : 
the  fon  was  again  reftored  to  his  unnatural  father;  he  might  be  con- 
demned to  fervitude  a  fecond  and  a  third  time,  and  it  was  not  till 
after  the  third  fale  and  deliverance  ,05,  that  he  was  enfranchifed  from 
the  domeftic  power,  which  had  been  fo  repeatedly  abufed.  Ac- 
cording to  his  difcretion,  a  father  might  chaftife  the  real  or  imagi- 
nary faults  of  his  children,  by  ftripes,  by  imprifonment,  by  exile, 
by  fending  them  to  the  country  to  work  in  chains  among  the 
meaneft  of  his  fervants.    The  majefty  of  a  parent  was  armed  with 
the  power  of  life  and  death  106 ;  and  the  examples  of  fuch  bloody 
executions,  which  were  fometimes  praifed  and  never  punifhed,  may 
be  traced  in  the  annals  of  Rome,  beyond  the  times  of  Pompey  and 
Auguftus.    Neither  age,  nor  rank,  nor  the  confular  office,  nor  the 
honours  of  a  triumph,   could  exempt  the  mod  illuftrious  citizen 
from  the  bonds  of  filial  fubjection 107 :  his  own  defcendants  were 
included  in  the  family  of  their  common  anceftor  j  and  the  claims  of 
adoption  were  not  lefs  facred  or  lefs  rigorous  than  thofe  of  nature. 
Without  fear,  though  not  without  danger  of  abufe,  the  Roman 
legiflators  had  repofed  an  unbounded  confidence  in  the  fentiments 
of  paternal  love ;  and  the  oppreffion  was  tempered  by  the  affurance, 

*°5  The  trina  mancipatio  is  molt  clearly  actual  exercife  of  his  office.    In  publicis  Iocis 

defined  by  Ulpian   (Fragment,  x.  p.  591,  atque  muneribus,  atque  aftionibus  patrum, 

592.  edit. Schulting)  ;  and  bell  illuftrated  in  jura  cum  filiorum  qui  in  magiflratu  funt,  po- 

the  Antiquities  of  Heineccius.  teftatibus  collata  interquiefcere  paullulum  et 

*06  By  Juftinian,  the  old  law,  the  jus  necis  connivere,  Sec.  (Aul.  Gellius,  Nodes  Atticae, 

of  the  Roman  father  (lnltitut.  t.  iv.  tit.  ix.  ii.  2.).    The  leflbns  of  the  philofopher  Tau- 

N°  7.),  is  reported  and  reprobated.    Some  rus  were  juftified  by  the  old  and  memorable 

legal  veftiges  are  left  in  the  Pandecls  (1.  xliii.  example  of  Fabius ;  and  we  may  contemplate 

tit.  xxix.  leg.  3.  N°  4.)  and  the  Collatio  Le-  the  fame  ltory  in  the  ityle  of  Livy  (xxiv.  44.) 

gum  Romanarum  et  Mofaicarum  (tit.  ii.  N°3-  and  the  homely  idiom  of  Claudius  Qiiadriga- 

P-  189.).  rius  the  annalilh 

*°7  Except  on  public  occafions,  and  in  the 

3JB  2  that 
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C  XLIV  P         eac^  Senera^on  muft  fucceed  in  its  turn  to  the  awful  dignity 

— H  '  of  parent  and  mafter. 

Limitations  The  firft  limitation  of  paternal  power  is  afcribed  to  the  juftice 
nalauthorltv.  and  humanity  of  Numa :  and  the  maid  who,  with  Bis  father's  con- 
fent,  had  efpoufed  a  freeman,  was  protected  from  the  difgrace  of 
becoming  the  wife  of  a  flave.  In  the  firft  ages,  when  the  city  wras 
prefled  and  often  famiihed  by  her  Latin  and  Tufcan  neighbours, 
the  fale  of  children  might  be  a  frequent  practice  ;  but  as  a  Roman 
could  not  legally  purchafe  the  liberty  of  his  fellow-citizen,  the 
market  muft  gradually  fail,  and  the  trade  would  be  deftroyed  by  the 
conquefts  of  the  republic.  An  imperfect  right  of  property  was  at 
length  communicated  to  fons  ;  and  the  threefold  diftinction  of  pra- 
feclitious,  adventitious ,  and  profejfwnal^  was  afcertained  by  the  juris- 
prudence of  the  Code  and  Pandects108.  Of  all  that  proceeded  from 
the  father,  he  imparted  only  the  ufe,  and  referred  the  abfolute  do- 
minion ;  yet  if  his  goods  were  fold,  the  filial  portion  was  excepted, 
by  a  favourable  interpretation,  from  the  demands  of  the  creditors. 
In  whatever  accrued  by  marriage,  gift,  or  collateral  lucceffion,  the 
property  was  fecured  to  the  fon  ;  but  the  father,  unlefs  he  had  been 
Specially  excluded,  enjoyed  the  ufufruct  during  his  life.  As  a  juft 
and  prudent  reward  of  military  virtue,  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy  w^ere 
acquired,  poflefled,  and  bequeathed  by  the  foldier  alone ;  and  the 
fair  analogy  was  extended  to  the  emoluments  of  any  liberal  pro- 
feffion,  the  falary  of  public  Service,  and  the  facred  liberality  of  the 
emperor  or  the  emprefs.  The  life  of  a  citizen  was  lefs  expofed  than 
his  fortune  to  the  abufe  of  paternal-  power.  Yet  his  life  might  be 
adverfe  to  the  intereft  or  pafiions  of  an  unworthy  father  :  the  fame 
crimes  that  flowed  from  the  corruption,  were  more  fenfibly  felt  by 
the  humanity,  of  the  Auguftan  agej  and  the  cruel  Erixo,  who  whipt 

108  See  the  gradual  enlargement  and  fecu-    tit.  ix.),  thePandecls  (l.xv.  tit.  i.  1 .  xli.  tit.i.)» 
ilty  of  the  filial  peculium  in  the  Inftitutes  (1.  ii.    and  the  Code  (I.  iv.  tit.  xxvi,  xxv:i.). 

his 
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his  fon  till  he  expired,  was  faved  by  the  emperor  from  the  juft  fury  c  j*fA  p* 
of  the  multitude109.    The  Roman  father,  from  the  licence  of  fer-       -.-  _r 
vile  dominion,  was  reduced  to  the  gravity  and  moderation  of  a 
judge.    The  prefence  and  opinion  of  Auguftus  confirmed  the  fen- 
tence  of  exile  pronounced  againft  an  intentional  parricide  by  the 
domeftic  tribunal  of  Arms.    Hadrian  tranfported  to  an  ifland  the 
jealous  parent,  who,  like  a  robber,  had  feized  the  opportunity  of 
hunting,  to  allaflinate  a  youth,  the  inceftuous  lover  of  his  ftep- 
mother110.    A  private  jurisdiction  is  repugnant  to  the  fpirit  of  mo- 
narchy ;  the  parent  was  again  reduced  from  a  judge  to  an  accufer  ; 
and  the  magiftrates  were  enjoined  by  Severus  Alexander  to  hear  his 
complaints  and  execute  his  fentence.    He  could  no  longer  take  the 
life  of  a  fon  without  incurring  the  guilt  and  puniihment  of  murder; 
and  the  pains  of  parricide,  from  which  he  had  been  excepted  by 
the  Pompeian  law,  were  finally  inflicted  by  the  juftice  of  Conftan- 
tine"1.    The  fame  .protection  was  due  to  every  period  of  exiftence  ; 
and  reafon  muft  applaud  the  humanity  of  Paulus,  for  imputing  the 
crime  of  murder  to  the  father,  who  ftrangles,  or  ftarves,  or  aban- 
dons his  new-born  infant ;  or  expofes  him  in  a  public  place  to  find 
the  mercy  which  he  himfelf  had  denied.     But  the  expofition  of 
children  was  the  prevailing  and  ftubborn  vice  of  antiquity  :  it  was 
fometimes  prefcribed,  .often  permitted,  almoft  always  pra&ifed  with 
impunity,  by  the  nations  who  never  entertained  the  Roman  ideas  of 

,0'  The  examples  of  Erixo  and  Arius  are  Jicariis  and  parricidis,  are  repeated,  or  rather 

related  by  Seneca  (de  dementia,  i,  14,  15.),  abridged,  with  the  ]aft  fupplements  of  Alex- 

the  former  with  horror,  the  latter  with  ap-  ander  Severus,  Conftantine,  and  Valentinian, 

plaufe.  in  the  Pandects  (I.  xlviii.  tit.  viii,  ix.)  and 

110  Quod  latronis  magis  quam  patris  jure  Code  (1.  ix.  tit.  xvi,  xvii.).  See  iikewife  the 
rum  interfeclt,  nam  patria  potc-Ilas  in  pietate  Theodbfian  Code  (1.  ix.  tit.  xiv,  xv.),  with 
debet  non  in  atrocitate  confiflere  (Martian,  Godefroy's  Commentary  (torn.  iii.  p.  84 — 
Inftitut.  1.  xiv.  in  Pandect.  1.  xlviii.  tit.  ix.  113.),  who  pours  a  flood  of  ancient  and  mo- 
leg.  5.)'  dern  learning  over  thefe  penal  laws. 

*"  The  Pompeian  and  Cornelian  laws  de 

paternal 
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C  P*  Paterna^  power;  and  the  dramatic  poets,  who  appeal  to  the  human 
;  heart,  reprefent  with  indifference  a  popular  cuftom  which  was  pal- 
liated by  the  motives  of  oeconomy  and  compaiTion  .  If  the  father 
could  fubdue  his  own  feelings,  he  might  efcape,  though  not  the  cen- 
fure,  at  leaft  the  chaftifement  of  the  laws  ;  and  the  Roman  empire 
was  ftained  with  the  blood  of  infants,  till  fuch  murders  were  in- 
cluded, by  Valentinian  and  his  colleagues,  in  the  letter  and  fpirit  of 
the  Cornelian  law.  The  leflbns  of  jurifprudence  "3  and  chriltianity 
had  been  insufficient  to  eradicate  this  inhuman  praclice,  till  their 
gentle  influence  was  fortified  by  the  terrors  of  capital  punifhment"4. 

Experience  has  proved,  that  favages  are  the  tyrants  of  the  female 
fex,  and  that  the  condition  of  women  is  ufually  foftened  by  the  re- 
finements of  focial  life.  In  the  hope  of  a  robuft  progeny,  Lycurgus 
had  delayed  the  feafon  of  marriage  :  it  was  fixed  by  Numa  at  the 
tender  age  of  twelve  years,  that  the  Roman  hufband  might  educate 
to  his  will  a  pure  and  obedient  virgin"s.  According  to  the  cuftom 
of  antiquity,  he  bought  his  bride  of  her  parents,  and  me  fulfilled 
the  coemption ,  by  purchafing,  with  three  pieces  of  copper,  a  juft  in- 
troduction to  his  houfe  and  houfehold  deities.    A  facrifice  of  fruits 


Hufbands 
and  wives. 


The  religious 
rites  of  mar- 
riage. 


1,1  When  the  Chremes  of  Terence  re- 
proaches his  wife  for  not  obeying  his  orders 
and  expofing  their  infant,  he  fpeaks  like  a 
father  and  a  mailer,  and  filences  the  fcruples 
of  a  foolilh  woman.  See  Apuleius  (Meta- 
morph.  I.  x.  p.  337.  edit.  Delphin.). 

113  The  opinion  of  the  lawyers,  and  the 
difcretion  of  the  magiflrates,  had  introduced 
in  the  time  of  Tacitus  fome  legal  reftraints, 
which  might  fupport  his  contraft  of  the  boni 
mores  of  the  Germans  to  the  bonze  leges 
alibi — that  is  to  fay,  at  Rome  (de  Mori  bus 
Germanorum,  c.  19.).  Tertullian  (ad  Na- 
tiones,  I.  i.  c.  15.)  refutes  his  own  charges 
and  thofe  of  his  brethren,  againft  the  heathen 
jurifprudence. 

ll+  The  wife  and  humane  fentence  of  the 


civilian  Paul  (I.  ii.  Sententiarum  in  Pan- 
deft.  1.  xxv.  tit.  iii.  leg.  4.)  is  reprefented  as 
a  mere  moral  precept  by  Gerard  Noodt  (Opp. 
torn.  i.  in  Julius  Paullus,  p.  567  —  588.  and 
Arnica  Refponfio,  p.  591 — 606.),  who  main- 
tains the  opinion  of  Julius  Lipllus  (Opp. 
torn.  ii.  p.  409.  ad  Belgas,  cent.  i.  epift.  85.), 
and  as  a  pofitive  binding  law  by  B)  nker/hoek 
(de  Jure  occidendi  Liberos,  Opp.  torn.  i. 
p.  318  —  340.  Curae  Secundae,  p.  391  — 
427.).  In  a  learned  but  angry  controverfy 
the  two  friends  deviated  into  the  oppofite 
extremes. 

"s  Dionyf.Hal.  1.  ii.  p.  92,  93.  Plutarch, 
in  Numa,  p.  140,  141.     To  crapx  xa»  to  *M 

was 
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was  offered  by  the  pontiffs  in  the  prefence  of  ten  witneffes,  the  con-  c  ^*  a  p. 

trading  parties  were  feated  on  the  fame  meepfkin  ;  they  tafted  a  v  ^ 

fait  cake  of  far  or  rice ;  and  this  confarreation  "6,  which  denoted  the 
ancient  food  of  Italy,  ferved  as  an  emblem  of  their  myftic  union  of 
mind  and  body.     But  this  union  on  the  fide  of  the  woman  was 
rigorous  and  unequal  j  and  me  renounced  the  name  and  worfhip  of 
her  father's  houfe,  to  embrace  a  new  fervitude,  decorated  only  by 
the  title  of  adoption.    A  fiction  of  the  law,  neither  rational  nor  ele- 
gant, beftowed  on  the  mother  of  a  family  "7  (her  proper  appella- 
tion) the  ftrange  characters  of  fifter  to  her  own  children,  and  of 
daughter  to  her  hufband  or  mafter,  who  was  inverted  with  the  ple- 
nitude of  paternal  power.    By  his  judgment  or  caprice  her  beha- 
viour was  approved,  or  cenfured,  or  chaftifed  ;  he  exercifed  the  ju- 
rifdidion  of  life  and  death ;  and  it  was  allowed,  that  in  the  cafes  of 
adultery  or  drunkennefs  "8,  the  fentence  might  be  properly  inm'ded. 
She  acquired  and  inherited  for  the  fole  profit  of  her  lord ;  and  fo 
clearly  was  woman  defined,  not  as  a  perfon,  but  as  a  things  that,  if 
the  original  title  were  deficient,  fhe  might  be  claimed,  like  other 
moveables,  by  the  ufe  and  poffeflion  of  an  entire  year.    The  inclin- 
ation of  the  Roman  hufband  difcharged  or  withheld  the  conjugal 
debt,  fo  fcrupuloufly  exaded  by  the  Athenian  and  Jewilh  laws"9: 

1,6  Among  the  winter  frumenta,  the  triti-  to  have  ftolen  the  key  of  the  cellar  (Plin. 

cum,  or  bearded  wheat;  the  Jiligo,  or  the  Hift.  Nat.  xiv.  14.). 

unbearded  ;    the  far,  adorea,  crjza,  whofe       1,9  Solon   requires   three   payments  per 

defcription  perfectly  tallies  with  the  rice  of  month.    By  the  Mifna,  a  daily  debt  was  im- 

Spain  and  Italy.    I  adopt  this  identity  on  pofed  on  an  idle,  vigorous,  young  hufband  ; 

the  credit  of  M.  Paudlon  in  his  ufeful  and  twice  a  wsek  on  a  citizen  ;  once  on  a  peafant; 

laborious  Metrologie  (p.  517 — 529.).  once  in  thirty  days  on  a  -camel-driver ;  once 

"7  Aulus  Gellius  (Nodes  Atticae,  xviii.  6.)  in  fix  months  on  a  feaman.    But  the  fludent 

gives  a  ridiculous  definition  of -iElius  MelifTus,  or  doctor  was  free  from  tribute  ;  and  wwife 

Matrona,  quae  femel,  mat crfamt lias  quae  fae-  if  fhe  received  a  meekly  fuftenance,  could  fue 

pius  peperit,  as  porcetra  and  fcropha  in  the  for  a  divorce  :  for  one  week  a  vow  of  abfti- 

fow  kind.    He  then  adds  the  genuine  mean-  nence  was  allowed.    Polygamy  divided,  with- 

ing,  qua;  in  matrimonium  vel  in  manum  con-  out  multiplying,  the  duties  of  the  -tui (band 

venerat.  (Selden,  Uxor  Ebraica,  1.  iii.  c.  6.  in  his 

Hl  It  was  enough  to  have  tafted  wine,  or  works,  vol.  ii.  p.  717 — 720.). 

but 
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°  xliv  P*  ^Ut'  as  P°brSam7  was  unknown,  he  could  never  admit  to  his  bed  a 
'  '  fairer  or  more  favoured  partner. 

Freedom  of       After  the  Punic  triumphs,  the  matrons  of  Rome  afpired  to  the 

the  macrimo-  1 

tija!  concraa.  common  benefits  01  a  free  and  opulent  republic :  their  wifhes  were 
gratified  by  the  indulgence  of  fathers  and  lovers,  and  their  ambition 
was  unfuccefsfully  refilled  by  the  gravity  of  Cato  the  Cenfor'11. 
They  declined  the  folemnities  of  the  old  nuptials,  "defeated  the  an- 
nual prefcriptloh  by  an  abfence  of  three  days,  and,  without  lofing 
their  name  or  independence,  fubfcribed  the  liberal  and  definite  terms 
of  a  marriage-contract.  Of  their  private  fortunes,  they  communi- 
cated the  ufe,  and  fecured  the  property  :  the  eftates  of  a  wife  could 
neither  be  alienated  nor  mortgaged  by  a  prodigal  hufband  ;  their 
mutual  gifts  were  prohibited  by  the  jealoufy  of  the  laws  ;  and 
the  mifconduct  of  either  party  might  afford,  under  another  name, 
a  future  fubject  for  an  action  of  theft.  To  this  loofe  and  voluntary 
compact,  religious  and  civil  rites  were  no  longer  effential ;  and,  be- 
tween perfons  of  a  fimilar  rank,  the  apparent  community  of  life 
was  allowed  as  fufficient  evidence  of  their  nuptials.  The  dignity 
of  marriage  was  reftored  by  the  Chriftians,  who  derived  all  fpiritual 
grace  from  the  prayers  of  the  faithful  and  the  benediction  of  the 
prieft  or  bifliop.  The  origin,  validity,  and  duties  of  the  holy  in- 
flitution,  were  regulated  by  the  tradition  of  the  fynagogue,  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  gofpel,  and  the  canons  of  general  or  provincial  fy- 
nods  ;  and  the  confcience  of  the  Chriftians  was  awed  by  the  de- 
crees and  cenfures  of  their  ecclefiaftical  rulers.  Yet  the  magiftrates 
of  Juftinian  were  not  fubject  to  the  authority  of  the  church  :  the 

110  On  the  Oppian  law  we  miy  hear  the  of  Cato  are  more  accurately  preferved  by 

•mitigating  fpeech  cf  Valerius  Flaccus,  and  Aulus  Geilius  (x.  23.). 

the  fevere  cenforial  oration  of  the  elder  Cato  1,1  For  the  fyftem  of  Jewifti  and  Catholic 

(Liv.  xxxiv.  1 — 8.).    But  we  mall  rather  matrimony,  fee  Selden  (Uxor  Ebraica,  Opp. 

hear  the  polilhed  hiftor: an  of  the  eighth,  than  vol.  ii.  p.  529 — 860.),  Bingham  (Chriftian 

the  rough  orators  of  the  fixth,  century  cf  Antiquities,  1.  xxii.),  and  Chardon  (Hift.  des 

Rome.    The  principles,  and  even  the  ftyle,  Sacremens,  torn.  vi.). 

g  emperor 
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emperor  confulted  the  unbelieving  civilians  of  antiquity,  and  the  c  p. 
choice  of  matrimonial  laws  in  the  Code  and  Pandects,  is  directed  by  *     „  *d 
the  earthly  motives  of  juflice,  policy,  and  the  natural  freedom  of 
both  fexes'". 

Befides  the  agreement  of  the  parties,  the  effence  of  every  rational  Liberty  an* 

.  .  abufe  of  di 

contract,  the  Roman  marriage  required  the  previous  approbation  of  vorce. 
the  parents.  A  father  might  be  forced  by  fome  recent  laws  to  fup- 
ply  the  wants  of  a  mature  daughter;  but  even  his  infanity  was  not 
generally  allowed  to  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  his  confent.  The 
caufes  of  the  diflblution  of  matrimony  have  varied  among  the  Ro- 
mans 113 ;  but  the  moft  folemn  facrament,  the  confarreation  itfelf, 
might  always  be  done  away  by  rites  of  a  contrary  tendency.  In 
the  firft  ages,  the  father  of  a  family  might  fell  his  children,  and  his 
wife  was  reckoned  in  the  number  of  his  children :  the  domeftic 
judge  might  pronounce  the  death  of  the  offender,  or  his  mercy 
might  expel  her  from  his  bed  and  houfe  ;  but  the  flavery  of  the 
wretched  female  was  hopelefs  and  perpetual,  unlefs  he  afferted  for 
his  own  convenience  the  manly  prerogative  of  divorce.  The  warmed 
applaufe  has  been  lavished  on  the  virtue  of  the  Romans,  who  abftain- 
ed  from  the  exercife  of  this  tempting  privilege  above  five  hundred 
years'14  :  but  the  fame  fact  evinces  the  unequal  terms  of  a  connec- 

111  The  civil  laws  of  marriage  are  ex-  wife,  the  hufband  who  abufed  his  fupremacy 

pofed  in  the  Inftitutes  (1.  i.  tit.  x.),  the  Pan-  forfeited  half  his  goods  to  the  wife,  and  half 

decb  (l.xxiii, xxiv,xxv.), and  theCode  (I.  v.):  to  the  goddefs  Ceres,  and  offered  a  facrifice 

but  as  the  title  de  rim  nuptiarum  is  yet  im-  (with  the  remainder?)  to  the  terreftrial  dei- 

perfeft,  we  are  obliged  to  explore  the  frag-  ties.    This  ltrange  law  was  either  imaginary 

ments  of  Ulphn  (tit.  ix.  p.  590,  591.)  and  or  tranfiertt. 

the  Collaiio  Legum  Mofaicarum  (tit.  xvi.       ,*+  In  the  year  of  Rome  523,  Spurlus  Car- 

p.  790,  791.)'  wicn  the  Notes  of  Pithasus  vilius  Ruga  repudiated  a  fair,  a  good,  but  a 

and  Schulting.     They  find,  in  the  Com-  barren,  wife  (Dionyfius  Hal.  1.  ii.  p.  93. 

mentary  of  Servius  (on  the  1"  Georgic  and  Plutarch,  in  Numa,  p.  141.    Valerius  Maxi- 

the  4th  iEneid),  two  curious  paffages.  nus,  I.  ii.  c.  1.  Aulus  Gellius,  iv.  3.).  He 

113  According  to  Plutarch  (p.  57.),  Romu-  was  queflioned  by  the  cenfors,  and  hated  by 

lus  allowed  only  three  grounds  of  a  divorce —  the  people;  but  his  divorce  flood  unim- 

drunkennefs,  adultery, and  falfe keys.  Other-  peached  in  law. 

Vol.  IV.  3  C  tion 
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tion  in  which  the  {lave  was  unable  to  renounce  her  tyrant,  and  the 
tyrant  was  unwilling  to  relinquifh  his  flave.  When  the  Roman 
matrons  became  the  equal  and  voluntary  companions  of  their  lords, 
a  new  jurifprudence  was  introduced,  that  marriage,  like  other  part- 
nerfhips,  might  be  difiblved  by  the  abdication  of  one  of  the  afTociates. 
In  three  centuries  of  profperity  and  corruption,  this  principle  was 
enlarged  to  frequent  practice  and  pernicious  abufe.  Paflion,  intereft, 
or  caprice,  fuggefled  daily  motives  for  the  di  Ablution  of  marriage  ; 
a  word,  a  fign,  a  meffage,  a  letter,  the  mandate  of  a  freedman,  de- 
clared the  feparation ;  the  mod  tender  of  human  connections  was 
degraded  to  a  tranfient  fociety  of  profit  or  pJeafure.  According  to 
the  various  conditions  of  life,  both  fexes  alternately  felt  the  dilgrace 
and  injury  :  an  inconftant  fpoufe  transferred  her  wealth  to  a  new 
family,  abandoning  a  numerous,  perhaps  a  fpurious,  progeny  to  the 
paternal  authority  and  care  of  her  late  hufband  ;  a  beautiful  virgin 
might  be  difmifled  to  the  world,  old,  indigent,  and  friendlefs ;  but 
the  reluctance  of  the  Romans,  when  they  were  prefTed  to  marriage 
by  Auguftus,  fufficiently  marks,  that  the  prevailing  inftitutions  were 
leaft  favourable  to  the  males.  A  fpecious  theory  is  confuted  by 
this  free  and  perfect  experiment,  which  demonftrates,  that  the  liberty 
of  divorce  does  not  contribute  to  happinefs  and  virtue.  The  facility 
of  feparation  would  deftroy  all  mutual  confidence,  and  inflame  every 
trifling  difpute :  the  minute  difference  between  an  hufband  and  a 
ftranger,  which  might  fo  eafily  be  removed,  might  ftill  more  eafily 
be  forgotten  ;  and  the  matron,  who  in  five  years  can  fubmit  to  the 
embraces  of  eight  hufbands,  muft  ceafe  to  reverence  the  chaftity  of 
her  own  perfon ,ls. 

Infuf- 

111   Sic  fiunt  o£lo  mariti  as  well  as  the  non  confulum  numero,  fed  ma- 

Quinque  per  autumnos.  rite-rum  annos  fuos  computant,  of  Seneca  (de 

(Juvenal.  Satir.  vi.  20.)    Beneficiis,  iii.  16.).    Jerom  faw  at  Rome  a 
A  rapid  fucceffion,  which  may  yet  be  credible,   triumphant  hulband  bury  his  tvventy-firft 

wife, 
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Infufficient  remedies  followed  with  diftant  and  tardy  fteps  the  chap. 


imitationi 


rapid  progrefs  of  the  evil.  The  ancient  worfhip  of  the  Romans  af-  «- 
forded  a  peculiar  gcddefs  to  hear  and  reconcile  the  complaints  of  a  0f  the  liberty 
married  life;  but  her  epithet  of  Viriplaca™6,  the  appeafer  of  huf-  ofdlvorce- 
bands,  too  clearly  indicates  on  which  fide  fubmiflion  and  repentance 
were  always  expected.  Every  act  of  a  citizen  was  fubject  to  the 
judgment  of  the  cenfors ;  the  firft  who  ufed  the  privilege  of  divorce 
afligned,  at  their  command,  the  motives  of  his  conduct 127  ;  and  a 
fenator  was  expelled  for  difmiffing  his  virgin  fpoufe  without  the 
knowledge  or  advice  of  his  friends.  Whenever  an  action  was  in- 
ftituted  for  the  recovery  of  a  marriage-portion,  the  prator>  as  the 
guardian  of  equity,  examined  the  caufe  and  the  characters,  and 
gently  inclined  the  fcale  in  favour  of  the  guiltlefs  and  injured  party. 
Auguftus,  who  united  the  powers  of  both  magiftrates,  adopted  their 
different  modes  of  repreffing  or  chaftifing  the  licenfe  of  divorce'2*. 
The  prefence  of  feven  Roman  witnefles  was  required  for  the  validity 
of  this  folenvr.  and  deliberate  act :  if  any  adequate  provocation  had 
been  given  by  the  hufband,  inftead  of  the  delay  of  two  years,  he 
was  compelled  to  refund  immediately,  or  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months; 
but  if  he  could  arraign  the  manners  of  his  wife,  her  guilt  or  levity 
was  expiated  by  the  lofs  of  the  fixth  or  eighth  part  of  her  marriage- 
portion.  The  Ghriftian  princes  were  the  firft  who  fpecified  the  juft 
caufes  of  a  private  divorce  ;  their  inftitutions,  from  Conftantine  to 
Juftinian,  appear  to  fluctuate  between  the  cuftom  of  the  empire 

wife,  who  had  interred  twenty-two  of  his  127  Valerius  Maximus,  1.  ii.  c.  9.  With 

lefs  fturdy  predeceflbrs  (Opp.  torn.  i.  p.  90.  fome  propriety  he  judges  divorce  more  cri- 

ad  Gerontiam).    But  the  ten  hufbands,  in  a  minal  than  celibacy:  illo  namque  conjugalia 

month  of  the  poet  Martial,  is  an  extravagant  facra  fpreta  tantum,  hoc  etiam  injuriofe  trac- 

hyperbole  (1.  vi.  epigram  7.).  tata. 

116  Sacellum  Viriplacas  (Valerius  Maxi-  111  See  the  laws  of  Auguftus  and  his  fuc- 

mus,  1.  ii.  c.  1.)  in  the  Palatine  region  ap-  ceflbrs,  in  Heineccius.ad  Legem  Papiam-Pop- 

pears  in  the  time  of  Theodofius,  in  the  de-  pxam,  c.  19.  in  Opp.  torn.  vi.  P.  i.  p.  323 

fcription  of  Rome  by  Publius  Vi&or.  — 333. 
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CHAP.  an(]  tiie  vviihes  of  the  church  xl%  and  the  author  of  the  Novels  too 
v~ — ir-—'  frequently  reforms  the  jurifprudence  of  the  Code  and  Pandects.  In 
the  mod  rigorous  laws,  a  wife  was  condemned  to  fupport  a  game- 
ftcr,  a  drunkard,  or  a  libertine,  unlefs  he  were  guilty  of  homicide, 
poifon,  or  facrilege,  in  which  cafes  the  marriage,  as  it  mould  feem, 
might  have  been  diflblved  by  the  hand  of  the  executioner.  But 
the  facred  right  of  the  hufband  was  invariably  maintained,  to  deliver 
his  name  and  family  from  the  difgrace  of  adultery  :  the  lift  of  mortal 
fins,  either  male  or  female,  was  curtailed  and  enlarged  by  fucceffive 
regulations,  and  the  obftacles  of  incurable  impotence,  long  abfence, 
and  monaltic  profefhon,  were  allowed  to  refcind  the  matrimonial 
obligation.  Whoever  tranfgrefled  the  permiffion  of  the  law,  was 
fubjed  to  various  and  heavy  penalties.  The  woman  was  ftript  of 
her  wealth  and  ornaments,  without  excepting  the  bodkin  of  her 
hair :  if  the  man  introduced  a  new  bride  into  his  bed,  her  fortune 
might  be  lawfully  feized  by  the  vengeance  of  his  exiled  wife.  For- 
feiture was  fometrmes  commuted  to  a  fine  j  the  fine  was  fometimes 
aggravated*  by  tranfportation  to  an  ifland,  or  imprifonment  in  a 
monaftery  :  the  injured  party  was  releafed  from  the  bonds  of  mar- 
riage ;  but  the  offender,  during  life  or  a  term  of  years,  was  difabled 
from  the  repetition  of  nuptials.  The  fucceffor  of  Juftinian  yielded 
to  the  prayers  of  his  unhappy  fubjeds,  and  reftored  the  liberty  of 
divorce  by  mutual  confent :  the  civilians  were  unanimous'30,  the 
theologians  were  divided13',  and  the  ambiguous  word,  which  contains 

the 

119  Aliae  funt  leges  Caefarum,  aliae  Chrifii ;  the  Pandetts  (1.  xxiv.  tit.  ii.)  and  the  Novels 
aliud  Papinianus,  aliud  Paulus  nojler  prasci-  (xxii.  cxvii.  cxxvii.  cxxxiv.  cxl.).  Juftinian 
pit  (Jerom,  torn.  i.  p.  198.  Selden,  Uxor  fluctuated  to  the  laft  between  civil  and  eccie- 
Ebraica,  1.  iii.  c.  31.  p.  847 — 853.).  fiaftical  law. 

130  The  Inftitutes  are  filent,  but  we  may  ,3'  In  pure  Greek,  vopmx  is  not  a  common 
confult  the  Codes  of  Theodofius  (1.  iii.  word;  nor  can  the  proper  meaning,  fornica- 
tit.  xvi.  with  Godefroy's  Commentary,  torn.  i.  tion,  be  ftri&ly  applied  to  matrimonial  fin.  In 
p.  310—315.)  and  Juftinian  (1.  v.  tit.  xvii.),    a  figurative  fcnfe,  how  far,  and  to  what  of- 

fences> 
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the  precept  of  Chrift  is  flexible  to  any  interpretation  that  the  wif-  c      A  p. 

dom  of  a  legiflator  can  demand.  ■  „  » 

The  freedom  of  love  and  marriage  was  retrained  among  the  Ro-  Jnceft,  con- 

cubines,  and 

mans  by  natural  and  civil  impediments.  An  inftincT:,  almoft  innate  baftards. 
and  univerfal,  appears  to  prohibit  the  inceftuous  commerce  "*  of 
parents  and  children  in  the  infinite  feries  of  afcending  and  defend- 
ing generations.  Concerning  the  oblique  and  collateral  branches, 
nature  is  indifferent,  reafon  mute,  and  cuftom  various  and  arbitrary. 
In  Egypt,  the  marriage  of  brothers  and  fillers  was  admitted  without 
fcruple  or  exception  :  a  Spartan  might  efpoufe  the  daughter  of  his 
father,  an  Athenian,  that  of  his  mother ;  and  the  nuptials  of  an 
uncle  with  his  niece  were  applauded  at.  Athens  as  an  happy  union  of 
the  deareft  relations.  The  profane  lawgivers  of  Rome  were  never 
tempted  by  intereft  or  fuperftition  to  multiply  the  forbidden  de- 
grees :  but  they  inflexibly  condemned  the  marriage  of  fillers  and 
brothers,  hefitated.  whether  firft  coufins  mould  be  touched  by  the 
fame  interdict ;  revered  the  parental  character  of  aunts  and  uncles, 
and  treated  affinity  and  adoption  as  a  juft  imitation  of  the  ties  of 
blood.  According  to  the  proud  maxims  of  the  republic,  a  legal 
marriage  could  only  be  contracted,  by  free  citizens ;  an  honourable, 
at  leaft  an  ingenuous  birth,  was  required  for  the  fpoufe  of  a  fenator  : 
but  the  blood  of  kings  could  never  mingle  in  legitimate  nuptials 
with  the  blood  of  a  Roman  jv  and  the  name  of  Stranger  degraded 

fences,  may  it  be  extended  ?  Did  Chrift  fpeak  (Selden,  Uxor  Ebraica,  1.  iii.  c.  18 — 22.  28. 

the  Rabbinical  or  Syriac  tongue?  Of  what  31.)- 

original  word  is  wofma  the  translation  ?  How       131  The  principles  of  the  Roman  jurifpra- 

varioufly  is  that  Greek  word  tranflated  in  the  dence  are  expofed  by  Juftinian  (Inftitut.  1.  i. 

verfions  ancient  and  modern!    There  are  tit,  x.)  ;  and  the  laws  and  manners  of  the 

two  (Mark,  x.  11.    Luke,  xvi.  18.)  to  one  different  nations  of  antiquity  concerning  for- 

(Matthew,  xix.  9.)  that  fuch  ground  of  di-  bidden  degrees,  Sec.  are  copiou/ly  explained 

vorce  was  not  excepted  by  Jefus.    Some  cri-  by  Dr.  Taylor  in  his  Elements  of  Civil  Law 

tics  have  prefumed  to  think,  by  an  evafive  (p,  iq8.  314 — 339.) ,  a  work  of  amufing, 

anfwer,  he  avoided  the  giving  offence  either  though  various,  reading  ;  but  which  cannot 

to  the  fchool  of  Samma:  or  to  that  of  Hillel  be  praifed  for  philofophical  precifion. 

Cleopatra-. 
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C  XLIV  P*  ^e0Patra  anu*  Berenice ,n,  to  live  the  concubines  of  Mark  Antony 
—  v-  „/  and  Titus'3*.  This  appellation,  indeed  fo  injurious  to  the  majefty, 
cannot  without  indulgence  be  applied  to  the  manners,  of  thefe  Orien- 
tal queens.  A  concubine,  in  the  Uriel:  fenfe  of  the  civilians,  was  a 
woman  of  fervile  or  plebeian  extraction,  the  fole  and  faithful  com- 
panion of  a  Roman  citizen,  who  continued  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy. 
Her  modeft  ftation  below  the  honours  of  a  wife,  above  the  infamy 
of  a  proftitute,  was  acknowledged  and  approved  by  the  laws :  from 
the  age  of  Auguftus  to  the  tenth  century,  the  ufe  of  this  fecondary 
marriage  prevailed  both  in  the  Weft  and  Eaft,  and  the  humble  vir- 
tues of  a  concubine  were  often  preferred  to  the  pomp  and  infolence 
of  a  noble  matron.  In  this  connection,  the  two  x^ntonines,  the 
beft  of  princes  and  of  men,  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  domeflic  love  : 
the  example  was  imitated  by  many  citizens  impatient  of  celibacy, 
but  regardful  of  their  families.  If  at  any  time  they  defired  to  le- 
gitimate their  natural  children,  the  converfion  was  inftantly  per- 
formed by  the  celebration  of  their  nuptials  with  a  partner  whofe 
fruitfulnefs  and  fidelity  they  had  already  tried.  By  this  epithet  of 
t  natural^  the  offspring  of  the  concubine  were  diftinguifhed  from  the 
fpurious  brood  of  adultery,  proftitution,  and  inceft,  to  whom  Jufti- 
nian  reluctantly  grants  the  neceffary  aliments  of  life ;  and  thefe  na- 
tural children  alone  were  capable  of  fucceeding  to  a  fixth  part  of 
the  inheritance  of  their  reputed  father.  According  to  the  rigour  of 
law,  baftards  were  entitled  only  to  the  name  and  condition  of  their 
mother,  from  whom  they  might  derive  the  character  of  a  flave,  a 

,3J  When  her  father  Agrippa  died  (A.  D.  the  tragedy  or  paftoral  of  the  tender  Ra- 

44),   Berenice  was  fixteen   years    of    age  cine. 

(Jofeph.   torn.  i.    Antiquit.  Judaic.  1.  xix.  134  The  JEgyptia  cotijunx  of  Virgil  (xEneid, 

c.   9.    p.   952.    edit.    Havercamp).     She  viii.  688.)  feems  to  be  numbered  among  the 

was  therefore  above  fifty  years  old  when  monlters  who  warred    with  Mark-Antony 

Titus   (A.  D.  79)    invitus  invitam    invi-  againft  Auguftus,  the  fenate  and  the  gods  of 

fit.     This  date  would  not  have  adorned  Italy. 

3  ftranger, 
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ftranger,  or  a  citizen.    The  outcafts  of  every  family  were  adopted  c 
without  reproach  as  the  children  of  the  ftate  ,3S.  <  , — 


The  relation  of  guardian  and  ward,  or  in  Roman  words  of  tutor  Guardiam 
and  pupil,  which  covers  fo  many  titles  of  the  Inftitutes  and  Pan- 
dects ,36,  is  of  a  very  fimple  and  uniform  nature.  The  perfon  and 
property  of  an  orphan  muft  always  be  trufted  to  the  cuftody  of 
fome  difcreet  friend.  If  the  deceafed  father  had  not  fignified  his 
choice,  the  agnats,  or  paternal  kindred  of  the  neareft  degree,  were 
compelled  to  act  as  the  natural  guardians  :  the  Athenians  were  ap- 
prehenfive  of  expofing  the  infant  to  the  power  of  thofe  moft  inte- 
refted  in  his  death  ;  but  an  axiom  of  Roman  jurifprudence  has  pro- 
nounced, that  the  charge  of  tutelage  mould  constantly  attend  the 
emolument  of  fucceflion.  If  the  choice  of  the  father,  and  the  line 
of  confanguinity,  afforded  no  efficient  guardian,  the  failure  was  fup- 
plied  by  the  nomination  of  the  praetor  of  the  city,  or  the  prefident 
of  the  province.  But  the  perfon  whom  they  named  to  this  public 
office  might  be  legally  excuied  by  infanity  or  blindnefs,  by  igno- 
rance or  inability,  by  previous  enmity  or  adverfe  intereft,  by  the 
number  of  children  or  guardianffiips  with  which  he  was  already 
burthened,  and  by  the  immunities  which  were  granted  to  the  ufe- 
ful  labours  of  magiftrates,  lawyers,  phyficians,  and  prpfeflbrs.  Till 
the  infant  could  fpeak  and  think,  he  was  reprelented  by  the  tutor, 
whofe  authority  was  finally  determined  by  the  age  of  puberty. 
Without  his  confent,  no  act  of  the  pupil  could  bind  himfelf  to  his 
own  prejudice,  though  it  might  oblige  others  for  his  perfonal  be- 
nefit.   It  is  needlefs  to  obferve,  that  the.  tutor  often  gave  fecurity, 


tit.  vii.):  the  Code  (1.  v.  tit.  xxv.),  and  the    in  the  Inftitutes  (I.  i.  tic.  xiii— xxvi  ).  the 
Novels  (lxxiv.  lxxxix.).    The  researches  of    Pandefts  (1.  xxvi,  xxvii.),  and  the  Code  (I.  v. 
Heineccius  and  Giannone  (ad  Legem  Juliam    tit.  xxviii— Jxx.). 
et  Papiam-Poppaeam,  c.  iv.  p.  164 — 175. 

and 
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C  xliv  P*  an(^  a^ways  rendered  an  account,  and  that  the  want  of  diligence  or 
-t-^j  integrity  expofed  him  to  a  civil  and  almoft  criminal  action  for  the 
violation  of  his  facred  truft.  The  age  of  puberty  had  been  raihly 
fixed  by  the  civilians  at  fourteen;  but  as  the  faculties  of  the  mind 
ripen  more  flowly  than  thofe  of  the  body,  a  curator  was  interpofed 
to  guard  the  fortunes  of  a  Roman  youth  from  his  own  inexperience 
and  headftrong  paffions.  Such  a  truftee  had  been  firft  inftituted 
by  the  praetor,  to  fave  a  family  from  the  blind  havock  of  a  prodigal 
or  madman ;  and  the  minor  was  compelled  by  the  laws,  to  folicit  the 
fame  protection,  to  give  validity  to  his  ads  till  he  accompliflied  the  full 
period  of  twenty-five  years.  Women  were  condemned  to  the  perpetual 
tutelage  of  parents,  hufbands,  or  guardians ;  a  fex  created  to  pleafe 
and  obey  was  never  fuppofed  to  have  attained  the  age  of  reafon  and 
experience.  Such  at  leaft  was  the  ftern  and  haughty  fpirit  of  the  ancient 
law,  which  had  been  infenfibly  mollified  before  the  rime  of  Juftinian. 
II.  Of  II.  The  original  right  of  property  can  only  be  juftified  by  the 

Right ofpro-  accident  or  merit  of  prior  occupancy  ;  and  on  this  foundation  it  is 
perty.  wifely  eftablifhed  by  the  philofophy  of  the  civilians1'7.    The  favage 

who  hollows  a  tree,  inferts  a  fharp  ftone  into  a  wooden  handle,  or 
applies  a  firing  to  an  elaftic  branch,  becomes  in  a  ftate  of  nature  the 
juft  proprietor  of  the  canoe,  the  bow,  or  the  hatchet.  The  mate- 
rials were  common  to  all,  the  new  form,  the  produce  of  his  time 
and  fimple  induftry,  belongs  folely  to  himfelf.  His  hungry  brethren 
cannot,  without  a  fenfe  of  their  own  injuftice,  extort  from  the  hunter 
the  game  of  the  foreft  overtaken  or  flain  by  his  perfonal  ftrength 
and  dexterity.  If  his  provident  care  preferves  and  multiplies  the 
tame  animals,  whofe  nature  is  tradable  to  the  arts  of  education,  he 
acquires  a  perpetual  title  to  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  their  numerous 

137  Inftitut.  I.  ii.  tit.  i,  ii.  Compare  the  Ioofe  prolixity  of  Theophilus  (p.  207 — 265.). 
pure  and  precife  reafoning  of  Caius  and  The  opinions  of  Ulpian  are  preferved  in  the 
fieineccius  (1.  ii.  tit.  i.  p.  69—91.)  with  the    Pande&s  (1.  i.  tit.  viii.  leg.  41.  N°  1.). 
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progeny,  which  derives  its  exiftence  from  him  alone.  If  he  inclofes 
and  cultivates  a  field  for  their  fuftenance  and  his  own,  a  barren 
wafte  is  converted  into  a  fertile  foil ;  the  feed,  the  manure,  the  la- 
bour, create  a  new  value,  and  the  rewards  of  harveft  are  painfully- 
earned  by  the  fatigues  of  the  revolving  year.  In  the  fucceflive  ftates 
of  fociety,  the  hunter,  the  fhepherd,  the  hufbandman,  may  defend 
their  pofleffions  by  two  reafons  which  forcibly  appeal  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  human  mind  :  that  whatever  they  enjoy  is  the  fruit  of 
their  own  induftry ;  and,  that  every  man  who  envies  their  felicity, 
may  purchafe  fimilar  acquifitions  by  the  exercife  of  fimilar  diligence. 
Such,  in  truth,  may  be  the  freedom  and  plenty  of  a  fmall  colony 
caft  on  a  fruitful  illand.  But  the  colony  multiplies,  while  the  fpace 
(till  continues  the  fame :  the  common  rights,  the  equal  inheritance 
of  mankind,  are  engroffed  by  the  bold  and  crafty ;  each  field  and 
foreft  is  circumfcribed  by  the  land-marks  of  a  jealous  mafter  j  and 
it  is  the  peculiar  praife  of  the  Roman  jurifprudence,  that  it  afferts 
the  claim  of  the  firft  occupant  to  the  wild  animals  of  the  earth,  the 
air,  and  the  waters.  In  the  progrefs  from  primitive  equity  to  final  in- 
juftice,  the  fteps  are  filent,  the  fhades  are  almoft  imperceptible,  and  the 
abfolute  monopoly  is  guarded  by  pofitive  laws  and  artificial  reafon. 
The  acYi.e  infatiate  principle  of  felf-love  can  alone  fupply  the  arts 
of  life  and  the  wages  of  induftry  ;  and  as  foon  as  civil  government 
and  exclufive  property  have  been  introduced,  they  become  necefiary 
to  the  exiftence  of  the  human  race.  Except  in  the  fingular  inftitu- 
tions  of  Sparta,  the  wifeft  legiflators  have  difapproved  an  agrarian 
law  as  a  falfe  and  dangerous  innovation.  Among  the  Romans,  the 
enormous  difproportion  of  wealth  furmounted  the  ideal  reftraints  of 
a  doubtful  tradition  and  an  obfolete  ftatute  ;  a  tradition  that  the 
pooreft  follower  of  Romulus  had  been  endowed  with  the  perpetual 
inheritance  of  two  jugera  ,38,  a  ftatute  which  confined  the  richeft 

citizen 

,38  The  heredium  of  the  firft  Romans  is    p.  141.  c.  10.  p.  160,  161.  edit.  Gefner),and 
defined  by  Varro  (de  Re  Ruftica,  1.  i.  c.  2.    clouded  by  Pliny's  declamation  (Hift.  Natur. 
Vol.  IV.  3  D  xviii. 
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°  xliv  P'  Cltizen  t0       meafure  of"  6ve  hundred  jugera,  or  three  hundred  and'' 
i.  -w.       twelve  acres  of  land.    The  original  territory  of  Rome  confifted  only 
of  fome  miles  of  wood  and  meadow  along  the  banks  of  the  Tyber 
and  domeftic  exchange  could  add  nothing  to  the  national  flock.  But 
the  goods  of  an  alien  or  enemy  were  lawfully  expofed  to  the  firft 
hoftile  occupier;  the  city  was  enriched  by  the  profitable  trade  of 
war ;  and  the  blood  of  her  fons  was  the  only  price  that  was'  paid  for 
the  Volfcian  fheep,  the  flaves  of  Britain,  or  the  gems  and  gold  of 
Aiiatic  kingdoms.    In  the  language  of  ancient  jurifprudence,  which 
was  corrupted  and  forgotten  before  the  age  of  Juftinian,  thefe  fpoils 
were  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  manceps  or  mancipium^  taken 
with  the  hand  ;  and  whenever  they  were  fold  or  emancipated \  the 
purchafer  required  fome  affiirance  that  they  had  been  the  property 
of  an  enemy,  and  not  of  a  fellow-citizen  ,39.    A  citizen  could  only 
forfeit  his  rights  by  apparent  dereliction,  and  fuch  dereliction  of  a 
valuable  intereft  could  not  eafily  be  prefumed.    Yet  according  to 
the  twelve  tables,  a  prefcription  of  one  year  for  moveables,  and  of 
two  years  for  immoveables,  aboliihed  the  claim  of  the  ancient  mafter, 
if  the  actual  poffefibr  had  acquired  them  by  a  fair  tranfaction  from- 
the  perfon  whom  he  believed  to  be  the  lawful  proprietor  ,+°.  Such 
confcientious  injuftice,  without  any  mixture  of  fraud  or  force,  could 
leldom  injure  the  members  of  a  fmall  republic ;  but  the  various  pe- 
riods of  three,  of  ten,  or  of  twenty  years,  determined  by  Juftinian, 
are  more  fuitable  to  the  latitude  of  a  great  empire.    It  is  only  in 
the  term  of  prefcription  that  the  diftinction  of  real  and  perfonal 

xviii.  2.).    A  juft  and  learned  comment  is  reafon,  I  am  diffident  of  my  own. 
given  in  the  Adminiftration  des  Terres  chez       ,+J  From  this  fliort  prefcription,  Hume 

les  Romains  (p.  12  —  66.).  (Eilays,  vol.i.  p.  423.)  infers  that  there  could 

1Vj  The  res  mancipe  is  explained  from  not  then  be  more  order  and  fettlement  in  Italy 

faint  and  remote  lights  by  Ulpian  (Frag-  than  noiu  am ongft  the  Tartars.    By  the  civi- 

ment.   tit.  xviii.  p.  618,  619.)   and  Byn-  lian  of  his  adverfary  Wallace,  he  is  reproach- 

kerihoek    (Opp.   torn.  i.   p.  306 — 315.).  ed,  and  not  without  reafon,  for  overlooking 

The  definition  is  fomewhat  arbitrary;  and  the  conditions  (Inltitut.  1.  ii.  tit.  vi.)- 
as  none  except  royfelf  have  affigned  a 

fortune 
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Fortune  has  been  remarked  by  the  civilians,  and  their  general  idea  of  c      A  ?. 

property  is  that  of  fimple,  uniform,  and  abfolute  dominion.    The  ■  j 

fubordinate  exceptions  of  tifc  of  ujufrtifo  of fervltudes  "\  impofed 
for  the  benefit  of  a  neighbour  on  lands  and  houfes,  are  abundantly 
explained  by  the  profeflbrs  of  jurifprudence.  The  claims  of  pro- 
perty, as  far  as  they  are  altered  by  the  mixture,  the  divifion,  or  the 
transformation  of  fubftances,  are  inveftigated  with  metaphyseal  fub- 
tlety  by  the  fame  civilians. 

The  perfonal  title  of  the  firft  proprietor  muft  be  determined  by  Of  inherit- 
ance and  fuC- 

his  death  :  but  the  poffefiion,  without  any  appearance  of  change,  is  ceffon. 
peaceably  continued  in  his  children,  the  aflbciates  of  his  toil  and 
the  partners  of  his  wealth.  This  natural  inheritance  has  been  pro- 
tected by  the  legiflators  of  every  climate  and  age,  and  the  father  is 
encouraged  to  perfevere  in  flow  and  diftant  improvements,  by  the 
tender  hope,  that  a  long  pofterity  will  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  la- 
bour. The  principle  of  hereditary  fucceffion  is  univerfal,  but  the 
order  has  been  varicufly  eftablifhed  by  convenience  or  caprice,  by 
the  fpirit  of  national  inftitutions,  or  by  fome  partial  example,  which 
was  originally  decided  by  fraud  or  violence.  The  jurifprudence  of 
the  Romans  appears  to  have  deviated  from  the  equality  of  nature, 
much  lefs  than  the  Jewiih ,43,  the  Athenian ,4+,  or  the  Englifh  infti- 

'4*  See  the  In/titutes  (1.  i.  tit.  iv,  v.)  and  enjoyed  a  myfticand  fpirltual  primogeniture 

the  PandeSs  (1.  vii.).    Noodt  has  compofed  (Genefis,  xxv.  31.).    In  the  land  of  Canaan 

a  learned  and  diftincl  treatife  de  Ufufrufiu  he  was  entitled  to  a  double  portion  of  inhe- 

(Opp.  tom.  i.  p.  387 — 478.)-  ritance  (Deuteronomy,    xxi.   17.  with  Le 

1A1  The  queftions  de  Sernitutil'us  are  dif-  Clerc's  judicious  Commentary), 
cuffed  in  the  Inftitutes  (I.  ii.  tit.  iii.)  and  Pan-       144  At  Athens  the  fons  were  equal,  but 

defts  (1.  viii.).    Cicero  (pro  Mureml,  c.  9.)  the  poor  daughters  were  endowed  at  the  dif- 

and  Laftantius  (Infticut.  Divin.  1.  i.  c.  1.)  af-  cretion  of  their  brothers.    See  the  aXwpwroi 

fedl  to  laugh  at  the  infigniiicant  doftrine,  de  pleadings  of  Ifasus  (in  the  viith  volume  of  the 

aqua  pluvia  arcenda,  &c.    Yet  it  might  be  Greek  Orators),  illuftrated  by  the  verfion  and 

of  frequent  ufe  among  litigious  neighbours,  comment  of  Sir  William  Jones,  a  fcholar,  2 

both  in  town  and  country.  lawyer,  and  a  man  of  genius. 

143  Among  the  patriarchs,  the  -firft  born 

3  D  2  unions. 
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C  xliv  P"  tut*ons  U5'  ®n  tne  death  °f  a  citizen,  all  his  defendants,  unlefs 
v — v— — j  they  were  already  freed  from  his  paternal  power,  were  called  to  the 
inheritance  of  his  pofleffions.  The  infolent  prerogative  of  primo- 
geniture was  unknown :  the  two  fexes  were  placed  on  a  juft  level ; 
all  the  fons  and  daughters  were  entitled  to  an  equal  portion  of  the 
patrimonial  eftate  ;  and  if  any  of  the  fons  had  been  intercepted  by 
a  premature  death,  his  perfon  was  reprefented,  and  his  (hare  was 

Civil  degrees  divided  by  his  furviving  children.  On  the  failure  of  the  direct  line, 
of  kinared.  '    J  °  1 

the  right  of  fucceffion  muft  diverge  to  the  collateral  branches.  The 
degrees  of  kindred'46  are  numbered  by  the  civilians,  afcending  from 
the  laft  pofTeffor  to  a  common  parent,  and  defending  from  the  com- 
mon parent  to  the  next  heir :  my  father  ftands  in  the  firft  degree, 
my  brother  in  the  fecond,  his  children  in  the  third,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  feries  may  be  conceived  by  fancy,  or  pictured  in  a 
genealogical  table.  In  this  computation,  a  diftinction  was  made, 
eflential  to  the  laws  and  even  the  conftitution  of  Rome  ;  the  agnatst 
or  perfons  connected  by  a  line  of  males,  v/ere  called,  as  they  flood 
in  the  neareft  degree,  to  an  equal  partition  ;  but  a  female  was  inca- 
pable of  tranfmitting  any  legal  claims  ;  and  the  cognats  of  every 
rank,  without  excepting  the  dear  relation  of  a  mother  and  a  fon, 
were  difinherited  by  the  twelve  tables,  -  as  ftrangers  and  aliens. 
Among  the  Romans,  a  gens  or  lineage  was  united  by  a  common 
name  and  domeftic  rites  ;  the  various  cognomens  or  furnames  of 
Scipio,  or  Marcellus,  diftinguifhed  from  each  other  the  lubordinate 
branches  or  families  of  the  Cornelian  or  Claudian  race :  the  de- 

145  In  England,  the  elded  fon  alone  inhe-  146  Blackftone's  Tables  (vol.  ii.  p.  202.) 

lits  all  the  land,  a  law,  fays  the  orthodox  reprefent  and  compare  the  degrees  of  the  civil 

judge  Blackftone  (Commentaries  on  the  Laws  with  thofe  of  the  canon  and  common  law.  A 

of  England,  vol.  ii.  p.  215.),  unjuft  only  in  feparate  traft  of  Julius  Paulus,  de  gradibus 

the  opinion  of  younger  brothers.    It  may  be  et  affinibus,  is  inferted  or  abridged  in  the  Pan- 

of  fome  political  ufe  in  ftiarpening  their  in-  dects  (1.  xxxviii.  tit.  x.).    In  the  viilb  degrees 

dullry.  he  computes  (N°  18.)  1024  perfons. 

fault 
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fault  of  the  agnats,  of  the  fame  fur  name,  was  fupplied  by  the  larger  c      &  p< 

denomination  of  gentiles ;  and  the  vigilance  of  the  laws  maintained,   <  v  j 

in  the  fame  name,  the  perpetual  defcent  of  religion  and  property. 
A  fimilar  principle  dictated  the  Voconian  law'47,  which  abolimed 
the  right  of  female  inheritance.  As  long  as  virgins  were  given  or 
fold  in  marriage,  the  adoption  of  the  wife  extinguifhed  the  hopes 
of  the  daughter.  But  the  equal  fucceffion  of  independent  matrons, 
fupported  their  pride  and  luxury,  and  might  tranfport  into  a  foreign 
houfe  the  riches  of  their  fathers.  While  the  maxims  of  Cato  148  were 
revered,  they  tended  to  perpetuate  in  each  family  a  juft  and  vir- 
tuous mediocrity  :  till  female  blandimments  infenfibly  triumphed  ; 
and  every  falutary  reftraint  was  loft  in  the  diflblute  greatnefs  of  the 
republic.  The  rigour  of  the  decemvirs  was  tempered  by  the  equity 
of  the  praetors.  Their  edicts  reftored  emancipated  and  pofthumous 
children  to  the  rights  of  nature  ;  and  upon  the  failure  of  the  agnatsy 
they  preferred  the  blood  of  the  cognats  to  the  name  of  the  gentiles, 
whofe  title  and  character  were  infenfibly  covered  with  oblivion. 
The  reciprocal  inheritance  of  mothers  and  fons  was  eftabliihed  in 
the  Tertullian  and  Orphitian  decrees  by  the  humanity  of  the  fenate. 
A  new  and  more  impartial  order  was  introduced  by  the  novels  of 
Juftinian,  who  affected  to  revive  the  jurifprudence  of  the  twelve 
tables.  The  lines  of  mafculine  and  female  kindred  were  confound- 
ed :  the  defcending,  afcending,  and  collateral  feries,  was  accurately 
defined  ;  and  each  degree,  according  to  the  proximity  of  blood  and 
affection,  fucceeded  to  the  vacant  poffeffions  of  a  Roman  citizen  ,49. 

The 

*47  The  Voconian  law  was  ena&ed  in  the  148  Legem  Voconiam  (Ernefti,  Clavis  Ci- 
year  of  Rome  584.  The  younger  Scipio,  who  ceroniana)  magna  voce  bonis  lateribus  (at  lx\r 
was  then  xvii  years  of  age  (Frenlhemius,  Sup-  years  of  age)  fuafiflem,  fays  old  Cato  (de 
plement.  Livian.  xlvi.  40.),  found  an  occafion  Senectute,  c,  5.).  Aulus  Gellius  (vii.  13. 
of  exercifmg  his  generofity  to  his  mother,  xvii.  6.)  has  faved  fome  paflages. 
filters,  &c.  (Polvbius,  torn.  ii.  1.  xxxi.  p.  1453  »*»  See  the  law  of  fucceffion  in  the  Inlti- 
—1464.  edit.  Gronov.  a  domeilic  witneis).    tutes  of  Caius  (1,  ii.  tit.  viii.  p.  130—144.) 

»  and 
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C  xliv  P*      ^e  0r^er  °f  facceflion  is  regulated  by  nature,  or  at  leaft  by  the 

 '  general  and  permanent  reafon  of  the  lawgiver:  but  this  order  is 

Introduction 

and  liberty  of  frequently  violated  by  the  arbitrary  and  partial  wills  which  prolong 
aments.  ^e  dominion  of  the  teftator  beyond  the  grave'50.  In  the  fimple 
Hate  of  fociety,  this  laft  ufe  or  abufe  of  the  right  of  property  is  fel- 
dom  indulged :  it  was  introduced  at  Athens  by  the  laws  of  Solon ; 
and  the  private  teftaments  of  the  father  of  a  family  are  authorifed 
by  the  twelve  tables.  Before  the  time  of  the  decemvirs'",  a  Roman 
citizen  expofed  his  wifhes  and  motives  to  the  afTembly  of  the  thirty 
cutis  or  parimes,  and  the  general  law  of  inheritance  was  fufpended 
by  an  occafional  act  of  the  legiflature.  After  the  permiflion  of  the 
decemvirs,  each  private  lawgiver  promulgated  his  verbal  or  written 
teflament  in  the  prefence  of  five  citizens,  who  reprefented  the  five 
clafTes  of  the  Roman  people  ;  a  fixth  witnefs  attefted  their  concur- 
rence ;  a  feventh  weighed  the  copper  money,  which  was  paid  by  an 
imaginary  purchafer ;  and  the  eftate  was  emancipated  by  a  fictitious 
fale  and  immediate  releafe.  This  fingular  ceremony ,S1,  which  excited 
the  wonder  of  the  Greeks,  was  flill  practifed  in  the  age  of  Severus ; 
but  the  praetors  had  already  approved  a  more  fimple  teflament,  for 
which  they  required  the  feals  and  fignatures  of  feven  witnefTes,  free 
from  all  legal  exception,  and  purpofely  fummoned  for  the  execution 

and  Juftlnian  (1.  III.  tit.  I— vi.  with  the  Greek  not  furely  the  natural  order  cf  tke  civil  law. 
verfion  of  Theophilus,  p.  515—575'  588 —       151  Prior  examples  of  teftaments  are  per- 

6po.),  the  Pandects  (1.  xxxviii.  tit.  vi  —  xvii.),  haps  fabulous.    At  Athens  a  cbildlefs  father 

the  Code  (1.  vi.  tit.  lv — lx.),  and  the  Novels  only  could  make  a  will  (Plutarch,  in  Solone, 

(cxviii.).  torn.  i.  p.  164.    See  Ifasus  and  Jones). 

150  That  fucceflion  was  the  rule,  teflament       lil  The  teflament  of  Auguftus  is  fpecified 

the  exception,  is  proved  by  Taylor  (Elements  by  Suetonius  (in  Auguft.  c.  ich.  in  Neron. 

of  Civil  Law,  p.  519 — 527.),  a  learned,  c.  4.),  who  may  be  ftudied  as  a  code  of  Ro- 

rambling,  fpirited,  writer.   In  the  iid  and  iiid  man  antiquities.   Plutarch  (Opufcul.  torn.  ii. 

books  the  method  of  the  Inftitutes  is  doubt-  p.  976.)  is  furprifed  hun  h  &afijjxa;  ypa,<paatv 

lefs  prepofterous ;  and  the  Chancellor  Du-  iTtfs?  p'.v  a-rc^Knitwi  xA^ovofts.;,  srepoi  <5a  nateo-i 
quefleau  (Oeuvres,  torn.  i.  p.  275.)  wifhes         as-ia?.    The  language  of  Ulpian  (Frag- 

his  countryman  Domat  in  the  place  of  Tri-  ment.  tit.  xx.  p.  627.  edit.  Schulting)  is  al- 

.foonian.    Yet  covenants  before  fuccejjiom  is  molt  too  excluftve— folum  in  ufu  eft. 

Of 
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of  that  important  act.    A  domeftic  monarch,  who  reigned  over  the  c      A  p. 
lives  and  fortunes  of  his  children,  might  diftribute  their  refpective   u  ■.■ 
fhares  according  to  the  degrees  of  their  merit  or  his  affection  ;  his 
arbitrary  difplealure  chaftifed  an  unworthy  fon  by  the  lofs  of  his 
inheritance  and  the  mortifying  preference  of  a  ftranger.    But  the 
experience  of  unnatural  parents  recommended  fome  limitations  of 
their  teftamentary  powers.     A  fon,  or,  by  the  laws  of  Juftinian, 
even  a  daughter,  could  no  longer  be  difinherited  by  their  filence  : 
they  were  compelled  to  name  the  criminal,  and  to  fpecify  the  of- 
fence ;  and  the  juftice  of  the  emperor  enumerated  the  fole  caufes 
that  could  juftify  fuch  a  violation  of  the  firft  principles  of  nature 
and  fociety Unlefs  a  legitimate  portion,  a  fourth  part,  had  been 
referved  for  the  children,  they  were  entitled  to  inftitute  an  action  or 
complaint  of  inofficious  teftament ;  to  fuppofe  that  their  father's  un- 
derstanding was  impaired  by  ficknefs  or  age  ;  and  refpectfully  to  ap- 
peal from  his  rigorous  fentence  to  the  deliberate  wifdom  of  the  ma- 
giftrate.    In  the  Roman  jurifprudence,  an  effential  diftinction  was  Legacies 
admitted  between  the  inheritance  and  the  legacies.    The  heirs  who 
fucceeded  to  the  entire  unity,  or  to  any  of  the  twelve  fractions  of 
the  fubftance  of  the  teftator,.  reprefented  his  civil  and  religious  cha- 
racter, afferted  his  rights,  fulfilled  his  obligations,  and  difcharged 
the  gifts  of  friendftiip  or  liberality  which  his  laft  will  had  bequeathed 
under  the  name  of  legacies.    But  as  the  imprudence  or  prodigality 
of  a  dying  man  might  exhauft  the  inheritance,  and  leave  only  rifk 
and  labour  to  his  fucceflbr,  he  was  empowered  to  retain  the  Fal- 
cidian  portion ;  to  deduct,  before  the  payment  of  the  legacies,  a 
clear  fourth  for  his  own  emolument.    A  reafonable  time  was  al- 
lowed to  examine  the  proportion  between  the  debts  and  the  eftate,. 

»53  Juftinian  (Novell,  cxv.  N°  3,  4.)  enu-    for  which  a  fon  might  likewife  difinheric  hii 
derates  only  the  public  and  private  crimes,  father. 

i°  to 
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c  H  A  p.  to  decide  whether  he  mould  accept  or  refufe  the  teftament  j  and  if 
\  he  ufed  the  benefit  of  an  inventory,  the  demands  of  the  creditors 

could  not  exceed  the  valuation  of  the  effects.  The  laft  will  of  a 
citizen  might  be  altered  during  his  life  or  refcinded  after  his  death : 
the  perfons  whom  he  named  might  die  before  him,  or  reject  the 
inheritance,  or  be  expofed  to  fome  legal  difqualification.  In  the 
contemplation  of  thefe  events,  he  was  permitted  to  fubftitute  fecond 
and  third  heirs,  to  replace  each  other  according  to  the  order  of  the 
teftament ;  and  the  incapacity  of  a  madman  or  an  infant  to  bequeath 
his  property,  might  be  fupplied  by  a  fimilar  fubftitution'5*.  But  the 
power  of  the  teftator  expired  with  the  acceptance  of  the  teftament : 
each  Roman  of  mature  age  and  difcretion  acquired  the  ablblutc 
dominion  of  his  inheritance,  and  the  fimplicity  of  the  civil  law 
was  never  clouded  by  the  long  and  intricate  entails  which  confine 
the  happinefs  and  freedom  of  unborn  generations. 
Codicils  and  Conqueft  and  the  formalities  of  law  eftablifhed  the  ufe  of  codicils \ 
trulls.  jf  a  Roman  was  furprifed  by  death  in  a  remote  province  of  the  em- 

pire, he  addrelTed  a  fhort  epiftle  to  his  legitimate  or  teftamentary 
heir ;  who  fulfilled  with  honour,  or  neglected  with  impunity,  this 
laft  requeft,  which  the  judges  before  the  age  of  Auguftus  were  not 
authorifed  to  enforce.  A  codicil  might  be  exprefled  in  any  mode, 
or  in  any  language ;  but  the  fubfcription  of  five  witnelTes  muft  de- 
clare that  it  was  the  genuine  compofition  of  the  author.  His 
intention,  however  laudable,  was  fometimes  illegal  ;  and  the  in- 
vention of  Jidei-commijfa^  or  trufts,  arofe  from  the  ftruggle  be- 
tween natural  juftice  and  pofitive  jurifprudence.  A  ftranger  of 
Greece  or  Africa  might  be  the  friend  or  benefactor  of  a  childlefs 

154  The  fubjiituiions  fidei-commljfaircs  of  the  — 383.     DenilTirt,  Decifions  de  Jurifpru- 

modern  civil  law  is  a  feudal  idea graftea  on  the  dence,  torn.  iv.  p.  577 — 604.).    They  were 

Koman  jurifprudence,  and  bears  fcarcely  any  ftretched  to  the  fourth  degree  by  an  abufe  of 

refemblance  to  the  ancient  fidei-commifla  (In-  the  cli.\th  Novel ;  a  partial,  perplexed,  decla- 

ftituiions  du  Droit  Francois,  torn.  i.  p.  347  matcry  law. 
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Roman,  but  none,  except  a  fellow-citizen,  could  act  as  his  heir.  c      A  P. 

The  Voconian  law,  which  abolifhed  female  fucceffion,  reftrained  the  *  M  ' 

legacy  or  inheritance  of  a  woman  to  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  fefterces135 ;  and  an  only  daughter  was  condemned  almoft  as  an 
alien  in  her  father's  houfe.  The  zeal  of  friendfliip,  and  parental  af- 
fection, fuggefted  a  liberal  artifice :  a  qualified  citizen  was  named 
in  the  teftament,  with  a  prayer  or  injunction  that  he  would  reftore 
the  inheritance  to  the  perfon  for  whom  it  was  truly  intended.  Va- 
rious was  the  conduct  of  the  truftees  in  this  painful  fituation  :  they 
had  fworn  to  obferve  the  laws  of  their  country,  but  honour 
prompted  them  to  violate  their  oath  :  and  if  they  preferred  their 
intereft  under  the  mafk  of  patriotism,  they  forfeited  the  efteem  of 
every  virtuous  mind.  The  declaration  of  Auguftus  relieved  their 
doubts,  gave  a  legal  fanction  to  confidential  teftaments  and  codicils, 
and  gently  unravelled  the  forms  and  reftraints  of  the  republican 
jurisprudence'56.  But  as  the  new  practice  of  trufts  degenerated  into 
fome  abufe,  the  truftee  was  enabled,  by  the  Trebellian  and  Pegafian 
decrees,  to  referve  one  fourth  of  the  eftate,  or  to  transfer  on  the 
head  of  the  real  heir  all  the  debts  and  actions  of  the  fucceffion. 
The  interpretation  of  teftaments  was  ftrict  and  literal  ;  but  the  lan- 
guage of  trujls  and  codicils  was  delivered  from  the  minute  and 
technical  accuracy  of  the  civilians157. 

III.  The  general  duties  of  mankind  are  impofed  by  their  public  ni-  op 

•  i    •  t  ■  Action*. 

and  private  relations  :  but  their  Specific  obligations  to  each  other 
can  only  be  the  effect  of,  I.  a  promife,  2.  a  benefit,  or  3.  an  in- 

,JS  Dion  Caflius  (torn.  ii.  1.  lvi.  p.  814.  fions,  teftaments,  codicils,  legacies,  and  trufts, 

with  Reimar's  Notes)  fpecifies  in  Greek  mo-  the  principles  are  afcertained  in  the  Infti'ntes 

ney  the  fum  of  25,000  drachms.  of  Caius  (1.  ii.  tit.  ii— ix.  p.  91  —  144.),  Juf- 

156  The  revolutions  of  the  Roman  laws  of  tinian  (1.  ii.  tit.  x— xxv.),  and  Theophilus 
inheritance  are  finely,  though  fometimes  fan-  (p.  328—514.) ;  and  the  immenfe  detail  oc* 
cifully,  deduced  by  Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  Cupies  twelve  books  (xxviii— xxxix.)  of  the 
Loix,  1.  xxvii.).  Pandefts. 

157  Of  the  civil  jurifprudence  of  fuccef- 

Vol.  IV.                            3  E  jury: 
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C  XLIV  P'  jUr^  :  an^  W^en         obligations  are  ratified  by  law,  the  interefted 
y — -v— — >  party  may  compel  the  performance  by  a  judicial  aclion.    On  this 
principle,  the  civilians  of  every  country  have  erected  a  fimilar  jurif- 
prudence,  the  fair  conclufion  of  univerfal  reafon  and  juftice  ,s8. 
Promifes.  i.  The  goddefs  of  faith  (of  human  and  focial  faith)  was  wor- 

fhipped,  not  only  in  her  temples,  but  in  the  lives  of  the  Romans  ; 
and  if  that  nation  was  deficient  in  the  more  amiable  qualities  of 
benevolence  and  generofity,  they  aftonifhed  the  Greeks  by  their 
fincere  and  fimple  performance  of  the  raoft  burthenfome  engage- 
ments159. Yet  among  the  fame  people,  according  to  the  rigid 
maxims  of  the  patricians  and  decemvirs,  a  naked  pac7t  a  promife, 
or  even  an  oath,  did  not  create  any  civil  obligation,  unlefs  it  was 
confirmed  by  the  legal  form  of  a  Jlipiilation.  Whatever  might  be 
the  etymology  of  the  Latin  word,  it  conveyed  the  idea  of  a  firm 
and  irrevocable  contract,  which  was  always  exprefled  in  the  mode 
of  a  queftion  and  anfwer.  Do  you  promife  to  pay  me  one  hundred 
pieces  of  gold  ?  was  the  folemn  interrogation  of  Seius.  I  do  pro- 
mife— was  the  reply  of  Sempronius.  The  friends  of  Sempronius,  who 
anfwered  for  his  ability  and  inclination,  might  be  feparately  fued  at 
the  option  of  Seius;  and  the  benefit  of  partition,  or  order  of  recipro- 
cal actions,  infenfibly  deviated  from  the  ftrict  theory  of  ftipulatiom 
The  mcft  cautious  and  deliberate  confent  was  juftly  required  to 
fuftain  the  validity  of  a  gratuitous  promife  ;  and  the  citizen  who 
might  have  obtained  a  legal  fecurity,  incurred  the  fufpicion  of  fiaud, 
and  paid  the  forfeit  of  his  neglect.  But  the  ingenuity  of  the  civi- 
lians fuccefsfully  laboured  to  convert  fimple  engagements  into  the 

158  The  Inftitutes  of  Caius  (1.  ii.  tit.  ix,  x.  lS9  How  much  is  the  cool,  rational  evi- 

p.  144 — 214.),  of  Juftinian  (1.  iii.  tit.  xiv —  dence  of  Polybius  (1.  vi.  p.  693.  1.  xxxi. 

xxx.  1.  iv.  tit.  i— vi.),  and  of  Theophilus  p.  1459,   1460.)    fuperior   to   vague,  in- 

(p.  616 — 837.),  diftinguifh  four  forts  of  obli-  difcriminate  applaufe — omnium  maxime  et 

gations— aut  re,  aut  verbis,  aut  Uteris,  aut  pnecipue  fidem  coluit    (A.  Gellius,  xx. 

tonfenfu:  but  I  confefs  myfelf  partial  to  my  1.). 
own  divifion. 
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form  of  folemn  ftipulations.    The  prsetors,  as  the  guardians  of  focial 

faith,  admitted  every  rational  evidence  of  a  voluntary  and  deliberate  i  *  1 

act,  which  in  their  tribunal  produced  an  equitable  obligation,  and 
for  which  they  gave  an  action  and  a  remedy'60. 

2.  The  obligations  of  the  fecond  clafs,  as  they  were  contracted  Benefits, 
by  the  delivery  of  a  thing,  are  marked  by  the  civilians  with  the 
epithet  of  real IS'.  A  grateful  return  is  due  to  the  author  of  a  bene- 
fit j  and  whoever  is  entrufted  with  the  property  of  another,  has 
bound  himfelf  to  the  facred  duty  of  reftitution.  In  the  cafe  of  a 
friendly  loan,  the  merit  of  generofity  is  on  the  fid*  of  the  lender 
only,  in  a  depolit  on  the  fide  of  the  receiver ;  but  in  a  pledge,  and 
the  reft  of  the  felfim  commerce  of  ordinary  life,  the  benefit  is  com- 
penfated  by  an  equivalent,  and  the  obligation  to  reftore  is  varioufly 
modified  by  the  nature  of  the  tranfaction.  The  Latin  language  very 
happily  exprefTes  the  fundamental  difference  between  the  commoda- 
tum  and  the  mutuum,  which  our  poverty  is  reduced  to  confound 
under  the  vague  and  common  appellation  of  a  loan.  In  the  former, 
the  borrower  was  obliged  to  reftore  the  fame  individual  thing  with 
which  he  had  been  accommodated  for  the  temporary  fupply  of  his 
wants ;  in  the  latter,  it  was  deftined  for  his  ufe  and  confumption, 
and  he  difcharged  this  mutual  engagement,  by  fubftituting  the  fame 
fpecific  value,  according  to  a  juft  eftimation  of  number,  of  weight, 
and  of  meafure.  In  the  contract  of  /ale,  the  abfolute  dominion  is 
transferred  to  the  purchafer,  and  he  repays  the  benefit  with  an 
adequate  fum  of  gold  or  filver,  the  price  and  univerfal  ftandard 

160  The  Jus  Pranorium  de  Paftis  ecTranf-  civil  law  on  the  moll  juft  and  liberal  prin- 

aftionibus   is  a   feparate   and   fatisfa&ory  ciples. 

treatife  of  Gerard  Noodt    (Opp.  torn.  i.       161  The  nice  and  various  fubjeel  of  con- 

p.  483 — 564.).    And  I  will  here  obferve  trafls  by  confent,  is  fpread  over  four  books 

that  the  univerfities  of  Holland  and  Bran-  (xvii — xx.)  of  the  Pandefts,  and  is  one  of  the 

denburgh,   in  the  beginning  of  the  pre-  parts  beft  deferving  of  the  attention  of  an 

feat  century,  appear  to  have  fludied  the  Englifti  ftudent. 

3  E  2  of 


396 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


C     ^  A  P.  0f  all  earthly  pofieflions.    The  obligation  of  another  contract,  that 

 1  of  location,  is  of  a  more  complicated  kind.    Lands  or  houfes,  labour 

or  talents,  may  be  hired  for  a  definite  term  ;  at  the  expiration  of 
the  time,  the  thing  itfelf  muft  be  reftored  to  the  owner  with  an  ad- 
ditional reward  for  the  beneficial  occupation  and  employment.  In 
thefe  lucrative  contracts,  to  which  may  be  added  thofe  of  partnerfhip 
and  commifiions,  the  civilians  fometimes  imagine  the  delivery  of  the 
object,  and  fometimes  prefume  the  confent  of  the  parties.    The  fub- 
ftantial  pledge  has  been  refined  into  the  invifible  rights  of  a  mortgage 
or  hypotheca  ;  and  the  agreement  of  fale,  for  a  certain  price,  imputes, 
from  that  moment,  the  chances  of  gain  or  lofs  to  the  account  of  the 
purchafer.    It  may  be  fairly  fuppofed,  that  every  man  will  obey  the 
dictates  of  his  intereft  \  and  if  he  accepts  the  benefit,  he  is  obliged 
to  fuftain  the  expence,  of  the  tranfaction.    In  this  boundlefs  fubject, 
the  hiftorian  will  obferve  the  location  of  land  and  money,  the  rent 
of  the  one  and  the  intereft  of  the  other,  as  they  materially  affect 
the  profperky  of  agriculture  and  commerce.     The  landlord  was 
often  obliged  to  advance  the  ftock  and  inftruments  of  hufbandry, 
and  to  content  himfelf  with  a  partition  of  the  fruits.    If  the  feeble 
tenant  was  opprefTed  by  accident,  contagion,  or  hoftile  violence,  he 
claimed  a  proportionable  relief  from  the  equity  of  the  laws  :  five 
years  were  the  cuftomary  term,  and  no  folid  or  coftly  improvements 
could  be  expected  from  a  farmer,  who,  at  each  moment,  might  be 
Intereft  of     ejected  by  the  fale  of  the  eftate  '**.    Ufury  l63,  the  inveterate  griev- 
*oney'  ance 

,6i  The  covenants  of  rent  are  defined  In  rifprudence,  p.  662, 66g.)  ;  and  I  am  forry 

the  Pandects  (1.  xix.)  and  the  Code  (I.  iv.  to  obferve  that  it  yet  prevails  in  the  beauteous 

tit.  lxv.).    The  quinquennium,  or  term  of  and  happy  country  where  I  am  permitted  to 

five  years,  appears  to  have  been  a  cuftom  ra-  refide. 

ther  than  a  law  ;  but  in  France  all  leafes  of  163  I  might  implicitly  acquiefce  in  the  fenfe 

land  were  determined  in  nine  years.    This  and  learning  of  the  three  books  of  G.  Noodr, 

limitation  was  removed  only  in  the  year  1775  de  foenore  et  ufuris  (Opp.  torn.  i.  p.  175 — 

(Encyclopedic  Mechodique,  torn.. i.  delaju-  268.).  The  interpretation  of  the  afes  or  cen- 
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ance  of  the  city,  had  been  difcouraged  by  the  twelve  Cables  1  ,  and 
abolifhed  by  the  clamours  of  the  people.  It  was  revived  by  their 
wants  and  idlenefe,  tolerated  by  the  discretion  of  the  praetors,  and 
finally  determined  by  the  Code  of  Juftinian.  Perfons  of  illuflrious 
rank  were  confined  to  the  moderate  profit  of  four  per  cent. ;  fix  was 
pronounced  to  be  the  ordinary  and  legal  ftandard  of  intereft  ;  eight 
was  allowed  for  the  convenience  of  manufacturers  and  merchants ; 
twelve  was  granted  to  nautical  infurance,  which  the  wifer  ancients 
had  not  attempted  to  define  ;  but  except  in  this  perilous  adventure, 
the  practice  of  exorbitant  ufury  was  feverely  reftrained  ,6S.  The  mod 
fimple  intereft  was  condemned  by  the  clergy  of  the  Eaft  and 
Weft'66 :  but  the  fenfe  of  mutual  benefit,  which  had  triumphed  over 
the  laws  of  the  republic,  have  refifted  with  equal  firmnefs  the  de- 
crees of  the  church,  and  even  the  prejudices  of  mankind'67. 

3.  Nature  and  fociety  impofe  the  ftrict  obligation  of  repairing  Injuries 
an  injury ;  and  the  fufFerer  by  private  injuftice,  acquires  a  perfonal 


te/Im<e  ufura  at  twelve,  the  unciaria  at  one, 
per  cent,  is  maintained  by  the  belt  critics  and 
civilians :  Noodt  {I.  ii.  c.  2.  p.  207.)*  Gravi- 
na  (Opp.  p.  205,  &c.  210.),  Heineccius  (An- 
tiquitat.  ad  Infticut.  1.  iii.  tit.  xv.),  Montef- 
quieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  1.  xxii.  c.  22.  torn.  ii. 
p.  36.  Defenfe  de  1'Efprit  des  Loix,  torn.  iii. 
p.  478,  &c),  and  above  all  John  Frederic 
Gronovius  (de  Pecunia  Veteri,  1.  iii.  c.  13. 
p.  21 3 — 227.  and  his  three  Antexegefes,  p. 455 
— 655.),  the  founder,  or  at  lealt  the  cham- 
pion, of  this  probable  opinion  ;  which  is, 
however,  perplexed  with  fome  difficulties. 

Primo  xii  tabulis  fancitum  eft  ne  quis 
unciario  fcenore  amplius  exerceret  (Tacit.  An- 
nal.  vi.  16.).  Pour  peu  (fays  Montefquieu, 
Efprit  des  Loix,  I.  xxii.  c.  22.)  qu'on  foit 
verfe  dans  l'hiftoire  de  Rome,  on  verra  qu'une 
pareille  loi  ne  devoit  pas  etre  1'ouvrage  des 
decemvirs.  Was  Tacitus  ignor.int— or  ftu- 
pid  ?  But  the  wifer  and  more  vircuous  patri- 
cians might  facrifice  their  avarice  to  their 


ambition,  and  might  attempt  to  check  the 
odious  practice  by  fuch  interell  as  no  lender 
would  accept,  and  fuch  penalties  as  no  debtor 
would  incur. 

1ISS  Juftinian  has  not  condefcended  to  give 
ufury  a  place  in  his  Inftitutes ;  but  the  necef- 
fary  rules  and  reltrictions  are  inferted  in  the 
Pandects  (1.  xxii.  tit.  i,  ii. )  and  the  Cede  (l.iw 
tit.  xxxii,  xxxiii.). 

166  The  fathers  are  unanimous  (Barbeyrac, 
Morale  des  Peres,  p  144,  &c.)  :  Cyprian, 
Lactantuis,  Bafil,  Chryfoilom  (fee  his  frivo- 
lous arguments  in  Noodr,  1.  i.  c.  7.  p.  1 83.), 
Gregory  of  Nyfla,  Ambrofe,  Jerom,  Auguf- 
tin,  and  a  holt  of  councils  and  cafuilts. 

167  Cato,  Seneca,  Plutarch,  have  loudly 
condemned  the  practice  or  abufe  of  ufury. 
According  to  the  etymology  of  fecnus  and 
Tcx^r,  the  principal  is  fuppofed  to  generate  the 
interelt:  a  breed  of  barren  metal,  exclaims 
Shakfpeare — and  the  Itage  is  the  echo  of  the 
public  voice. 

right 
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right  and  a  legitimate  action.    If  the  property  of  another  be  en- 
trufted  to  our  care,  the  requifite  degree  of  care  may  rife  and  fall 
according  to  the  benefit  which  we  derive  from  fuch  temporary  pof- 
feffion ;  we  are  feldom  made  refponfible  for  inevitable  accident,  but 
the  confequences  of  a  voluntary  fault  muft  always  be  imputed  to 
the  author'68.    A  Roman  purfued  and  recovered  his  ftolen  goods 
by  a  civil  action  of  theft ;  they  might  pafs  through  a  fucceffion  of 
pure  and  innocent  hands,  but  nothing  lefs  than  a  prefcription  of 
thirty  years  could  extinguifh  his  original  claim.    They  were  reftored 
by  the  fentence  of  the  praetor,  and  the  injury  was  compenfated  by 
double  or  threefold,  or  even  quadruple  damages,  as  the  deed  had 
been  perpetrated  by  fecret  fraud  or  open  rapine,  as  the  robber  had 
been  furprifed  in  the  fact  or  detected  by  a  fubfequent  refearch.  The 
Aquilian  law  169  defended  the  living  property  of  a  citizen,  his  (laves 
and  cattle,  from  the  ftroke  of  malice  or  negligence  :  the  higheft  price 
was  allowed  that  could  be  afcribed  to  the  domeftic  animal  at  any 
moment  of  the  year  preceding  his  death ;  a'fimilar  latitude  of  thirty 
days  was  granted  on  the  deftruction  of  any  other  valuable  effects. 
A  perfonal  injury  is  blunted  or  fharpened  by  the  manners  of  the 
times  and  the  fenfibility  of  the  individual  :  the  pain  or  the  difgrace 
of  a  word  or  blow  cannot  eafily  be  appreciated  by  a  pecuniary 
equivalent.     The  rude  jurifprudence  of  the  decemvirs  had  con- 
founded all  hafty  infults,  which  did  not  amount  to  the  fracture  of  a 
limb,  by  condemning  the  aggrefTor  to  the  common  penalty  of  twenty- 
five  ajfes.    But  the  fame  denomination  of  money  was  reduced,  in 
three  centuries,  from  a  pound  to  the  weight  of  half  an  ounce;  and 

163  Sir  William  Jones  has  given  an  inge-  Ifceus,  and  the  fentences  of  Arabian  and 

nious  and  rational  EfTay  on  the  Law  of  Bail-  Perfian  cadhis. 

ment  (London,  1781,  p.  127.  in  8°).    He  is       ,6s>  Noodt  (Opp.  torn.  i.  p.  137 — 172.)  has 

perhaps  the  only  lawyer  equally  converfant  compofed  a  feparate  treatife,  ad  Legem  Aqui- 

with  the  year-books  of  Weftminfter,  the  Com-  Ham  (Pandedt.  1.  ix.  tit.  ii.). 
nientaries  of  Ulpian,  the  Attic  pleadings  of 

the 
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the  infolence  of  a  wealthy  Roman  indulged  himfelf  in  the  eheap  CHAP, 
amufement  of  breaking  and  fatisfying  the  law  of  the  twelve  tables.  ■_  .--  ' _j> 
Veratius  ran  through  the  ftreets  flriking  on  the  face  the  inofFenfive 
paffengers,  and  and  his  attendant  purfe-bearer  immediately  filenced 
their  clamours  by  the  legal  tender  of  twenty-five  pieces  of  copper, 
about  the  value  of  one  milling'70.  The  equity  of  the  prsetors 
examined  and  eftimate'd  the  diftinct  merits  of  each  particular  com- 
plaint. In  the  adjudication  of  civil  damages,  the  magistrate  affumed 
a  right  to  confider  the  various  circumftances  of  time  and  place,  of 
age  and  dignity,  which  may  aggravate  the  lhame  and  fufferings  of 
the  injured  perfon;  but  if  he  admitted  the  idea  of  a  fine,  a  punifh- 
ment,  an  example,  he  invaded  the  province,  though,  perhaps,  he 
fupplied  the  defects,  of  the  criminal  law. 

The  execution  of  the  Alban  dictator,  who  was  difmembered  by  Puniflimentj, 
eight  horfes,  is  reprefented  by  Livy  as  the  firft  and  the  laft  inftance 
of  Roman  cruelty  in  the  punifhment  of  the  moft  atrocious  crimes  ,7\ 
But  this  act  of  juftice,  or  revenge,  was  inflicted  on  a  foreign  enemy 
in  the  heat  of  victory,  and  at  the  command  of  a  {ingle  man.    The  Severity  of 

the  twelve 

twelve  tables  afford  a  more  decifive  proof  of  the  national  fpirit,  fmce  tables, 
they  were  framed  by  the  wifeft  of  the  fenate,  and  accepted  by  the 
free  voices  of  the  people ;  yet  thefe  laws,  like  the  ftatutes  of 
Draco171,  are  written  in  characters  of  blood173.    They  approve  the 
inhuman  and  unequal  principle  of  retaliation;  and  the  forfeit  of  an 

170  Aulus  Gellius  (Noel.  Attic,  xx.  1.)  1.)  is  fixed  by  Sir  John  Marfham  (Canon 
borrowed  this  ftory  from  the  Commentaries  Chronicus,  p.  593 — 596.)  and  Corfini  (Fafti 
of      Labeo  on  the  xii  tables.                  .  Attici,  torn.  iii.  p.  62.).    For  his  laws,  fee 

171  The  narrative  of  Livy  (i.  28.)  is  weighty  the  writers  on  the  government  of  Athens,  Si- 
and  folemn.    At  tu  diclis  Albane  maneres  is  gonius,  Meurfius,  Potter,  &c. 

an  harm  reflection,  unworthy  of  Virgil's  hu-       173  The  viitS  de  delictis,  of  the  xii  tables  is 

inanity  (JEneid,  viii.  643.)-    Heyne,  with  delineated  by  Gravina  (Qpp.  p.  292,  293. 

his  ufual  good  tafte,  obferves  that  the  fubject  with  a  Commentary,  p.  21  f— 230.).  Aulus 

was  too  horrid  for  the  lhield  of  iEneas  Gellius  (xx.  1.)  and  the  Collatio  Legum  Mo- 

(torn.  iii.  p.  229.).  faicarum  etRomanarum  afford  much  original 

471  The  age  of  Draco  (Olympiad  xxxix.  information. 

5  eye 


4oo  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

C      A  P.  eve  for  an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  a  limb  for  a  limb,  is  ngoroufly 

v- — v  »  exacted,  unlefs  the  offender  can  redeem  his  pardon  by  a  fine  of  three 

hundred  pounds  of  copper.  The  decemvirs  diftributed  with  much 
liberality  the  {lighter  chaftifements  of  flagellation  and  fervitude  ;  and 
nine  crimes  of  a  very  different  complexion  are  adjudged  worthy  of 
death.  I.  Any  act  of  treafon  againft  the  ftate,  or  of  correfpondence 
with  the  public  enemy.  The  mode  of  execution  was  painful  and 
ignominious  :  the  head  of  the  degenerate  Roman  was  fhrouded  in 
a  veil,  his  hands  were  tied  behind  his  back,  and,  after  he  had  been 
fcourged  by  the  lictor,  he  was  fufpended  in  the  midfl  of  the  forum 
on  a  crofs,  or  inaufpicious  tree.  2.  Nocturnal  meetings  in  the  city; 
whatever  might  be  the  pretence,  of  pleafure  or  religion,  or  the 
public  good.  3.  The  murder  of  a  citizen ;  for  which  the  common 
feelings  of  mankind  demand  the  blood  of  the  murderer.  Poifon  is 
{till  more  odious  than  the  fvvord  or  dagger ;  and  we  are  furprifed  to 
difcover,  in  two  flagitious  events,  how  early  fuch  fubtle  wickednefs 
had  infected  the  fimplicity  of  the  republic,  and  the  chafte  virtues  of 
the  Roman  matrons'7*.  The  parricide  who  violated  the  duties  of 
nature  and  gratitude,  was  caft  into  the  river  or  the  fea,  inclofed  in  a 
fack ;  and  a  cock,  a  viper,  a  dog,  and  a  monkey,  were  fucceffively  added 
as  the  mod  fuitable  companions'75.  Italy  produces  no  monkies; 
but  the  want  could  never  be  felt,  till  the  middle  of  the  fixth  century 

,7*  Livy  mentions  two  remarkable  and  fla-  adorns  it  with  ferpents ;  Juvenal  pities  the 

gitious  atras,  of  3000  perfons  accufed,  and  of  guiltlefs  monkey  (innoxia  fimia — Satir.  xiii. 

J90  noble  matrons  convicted,  of  the  crime  of  156.)-  Hadrian  (apud  Dofuheum  Magiftrum, 

poifoning  (xl.  43.  viii.  18.).    Mr.  Hume  dif-  Kin.  c.  16.  p.  874 — 876.  with  Schulting's 

criminates  the  ages  of  private  and  public  Note),  Modeftinus  (Pandect,  xlviii.  tit.  ix. 

virtue  (Effays,  vol.  i.  p.  22,  23.).    I  would  leg.  9.),  Conftantine  (Cod.  1.  ix.  tit.  xvii.), 

rather  fay  that  fuch  ebullitions  of  mifchief  and  Juftinian  (Inftitut.  1.  iv.  tit.  xviii.),  enu- 

(as  in  France  in  the  year  1680)  are  accidents  merate  all  the  companions  of  the  parricide, 

and  prodigies  which  leave  no  marks  on  the  But  this  fanciful  execution  was  Amplified  in 

manners  of  a  nation.  practice.    Hodie  tamen  vivi  exuruntur  vel  ad 

1,5  The  xii  Tables  and  Cicero  (pro  Rofcio  beftias  dantur  (Paul,  Sentent.  Recept.  I.  v. 

Amerir.o,  c.  25,  26.)  are  content  with  the  tit.  xxiv.  p.  512.  edit.  Schulting). 
fack  ;  Seneca  (Excerpt.  Controverf.  v.  4.) 

firft 
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fir  ft  revealed  the  guilt  of  a  parricide  ,7<5.  4.  The  malice  of  an  incendiary.  c 
After  the  previous  ceremony  of  whipping,  he  himfelf  was  delivered  i 
to  the  flames;  and  in  this  example  alone  our  reafon  is  tempted  to 
applaud  the  juftice  of  retaliation.  5.  Judicial  perjury.  The  corrupt 
or  malicious  witnefs  was  thrown  headlong  from  the  Tarpeian  rock 
to  expiate  his  falfehood,  which  was  rendered  ftill  more  fatal  by  the 
feverity  of  the  penal  laws,  and  the  deficiency  of  written  evidence. 
6.  The  corruption  of  a  judge,  who  accepted  bribes  to  pronounce 
an  iniquitous  fentence.  7.  Libels  and  fatires,  whofe  rude  ftrains 
fometimesdifturbed  the  peace  of  an  illiterate  city.  The  author  was 
beaten  with  clubs,  a  worthy  chaftifement,  but  it  is  not  certain  that 
he  was  left  to  expire  under  the  blows  of  the  executioner'77.  8.  The 
nocturnal  mifchief  of  damaging  or  deftroying  a  neighbour's  corn. 
The  criminal  was  fufpended  as  a  grateful  victim  to  Ceres.  But  the 
fylvan  deities  were  lefs  implacable,  and  the  extirpation  of  a  more 
valuable  tree  was  compenfated  by  the  moderate  fine  of  twenty- five' 
pounds  of  copper.  9.  Magical  incantations  j  which  had  power,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Latian  fhepherds,  to  exhauft  the  ftrength  of  an 
enemy,  to  extinguish,  his  life^  and  to  remove  from  their  feats  his 
deep-rooted  plantations.  The  cruelty  of  the  twelve  tables  againfl 
infolvent  debtors  ftill  remains  to  be  told ;  and  I  mall  dare  to  prefer 
the  literal  fenfe  of  antiquity,  to  the  fpecious  refinements  of  modern 
criticifm178.     After  the  judicial  proof  or  confeflion  of  the  debt, 

176  The  firft:  parricide  at  Rome  was  L.Oftius,  libels  a  capital  offence:  cum  perpaucas  res 

after  the  fecond  Punic  war  (Plutarch  in  Ro-  capite  fanxiffent— perpaucas! 

mulo,  torn.  i.  p.  57.)-    During  the  Cimbric,  l7t  Bynkerflioek  (Obfervat.  Juris  Rom.  1.  i. 

P.  Malleolus  was  guilty  of  the  firft  matricide  e.  1.  in  Opp.  torn.  i.  p.  9,  10,  11.)  labours  to 

(Liv.  Epitom.  J.  Ixviii.) •  prove  that  the  creditors  divided  not  the  bsdy, 

111  Horace  talks  of  the  formidine  fuftis  but  the  price,  of  the  infolvent  debtor.  Vet  his 

(1.  ii.  epift.  ii.  154.);  but  Cicero  (de  R.epub-  interpretation  isone  perpetual  harm  metaphor; 

Jica,  1.  iv.  apud  Auguftin.  de  Civitat.  Dei,  nor  can  he  furmount  the  Roman  authorities 

ix.  6.  in  Fragment.  Philofcph.  torn. iii.  p. 393.  -of  Quintilian,  Cxcilius,  Favonius,  and  Ter- 

edit.  Olivet)  affirms  that  the  decemvirs  made  tullian.    See  Aulus  Gellius,  Noft.  Attic.  xxL 
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thirty  days  of  grace  were  allowed  before  a  Roman  was  delivered  into 
the  power  of  his  fellow-citizen.     In  this  private  prifon,  twelve 
ounces  of  rice  were  his  daily  food  ;  he  might  be  bound  with  a  chain 
of  fifteen  pounds  weight;  and  his  mifery  was  thrice  expofed  in  the 
market-place,  to  folicit  the  companion  of  his  friends  and  country- 
men.   At  the  expiration  of  fixty  days,  the  debt  was  difcharged  by 
the  lofs  of  liberty  or  life;  the  infolvent  debtor  was  either  put  to 
death,  or  fold  in  foreign  flavery  beyond  the  Tyber:  but  if  feveral 
creditors  were  alike  obftinate  and  unrelenting,  they  might  legally 
difmember  his  body,  and  fatiate  their  revenge  by  this  horrid  par- 
tition.    The  advocates  for  this  favage  law  have  infifted,  that  it 
muft  ftrongly  operate  in  deterring  idlenefs  and  fraud  from  contract- 
ing debts  which  they  were  unable  to  difcharge ;  but  experience 
would  diflipate  this  falutary  terror,  by  proving,  that  no  creditor 
could  be  found  to  exact  this  unprofitable  penalty  of  life  or  limb. 
As  the  manners  of  Rome  were  infenfibly  polifhed,  the  criminal 
code  of  the  decemvirs  was  aboliflied  by  the  humanity  of  accufers, 
witneffes,  and  judges;  and  impunity  became  the  confequence  of 
immoderate  rigour.    The  Porcian  and  Valerian  laws  prohibited  the 
magistrates  from  inflicting  On  a  free  citizen  any  capital,  or  even 
corporal  puniihment;  and  the  obfolete  ftatutes  of  blood  were  artfully, 
and  perhaps  truly,  afcribed  to  the  fpirit,  not  of  patrician,  but  of 
regal,  tyranny. 

'In  the  abfence  of  penal  laws  and  the  infufficiency  of  civil  actions, 
the  peace  and  juftice  of  the  city  were  imperfectly  maintained  by  the 
private  jurifdiction  of  the  citizens.  The  malefactors  who  replenifh, 
our  gaols,  are  the  outcafts  of  fociety,  and  the  crimes  for  which 
they  fufFer  may  be  commonly  afcribed  to  ignorance,  poverty,  and 
brutal  appetite.  For  the  perpetration  of  fimilar  enormities,  a  vile 
plebeian  might  claim  and  abufe  the  facred  character  of  a  member  of 
the  republic  :  but,  on  the  proof  or  fufpicion  of  guilt,  the  Have,  or 

the 
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the  ftranger,  was  nailed  to  a  crofs,  and  this  ftrid  and  fummary  c  H  A  P. 

juftice  might  be  exercifed  without  reftraint  over  the  greateft  part  of  i  „  j 

the  populace  of  Rome.  Each  family  contained  a  domeftic  tribunal, 
which  not  was  confined,  like  that  of  the  pnctor,  to  the  cognizance 
of  external  a&ions  :  virtuous  principles  and  habits  were  inculcated  by 
the  difcipline  of  education ;  and  the  Roman  father  was  accountable 
to  the  ftate  for  the  manners  of  his  children,  fince  he  difpofed,  with- 
out appeal,  of  their  life,  their  liberty,  and  their  inheritance.  In 
fome  prefiing  emergencies,  the  citizen  was  authorifed  to  avenge  his 
private  or  public  wrongs.  The  confent  of  the  Jevvifh,  the  Athenian, 
and  the  Roman  laws,  approved  the  flaughter  of  the  nocturnal  thief ; 
though  in  open  day-light,  a  robber  could  not  be  flain  without  fome 
previous  evidence  of  danger  and  complaint.  Whoever  furprifed  an 
adulterer  in  his  nuptial  bed  might  freely  exercife  his  revenge 179 ; 
the  moft  bloody  or  wanton  outrage  was  excufed  by  the  provoca- 
tion180; nor  was  it  before  the  reign  of  Auguftus  that  the  hufband 
was  reduced  to  weigh  the  rank  of  the  offender,  or  that  the  parent 
was  condemned  to  facrifice  his  daughter  with  her  guilty  feducer. 
After  the  expuliion  of  the  kings,  the  ambitious  Roman  who  mould 
dare  to  afTume  their  title  or  imitate  their  tyranny,  was  devoted  to 
the  infernal  gods  :  each  of  his  fellow-citizens  was  armed  with  the 
fword  of  juftice;  and  the  act  of  Brutus,  however  repugnant  to  gra- 
titude or  prudence,  had  been  already  fanctified  by  the  judgment  of 
his  country ,SI.    The  barbarous  practice  of  wearing  arms  in  the 

midft 

179  The  firlt  fpeech  of  Lyfias  (Reifke,  Ora-  (Catull.  p.  41,  42.  edit.  Voffian.).  Hunc 
tor.  Grxc.  torn.  v.  p.  2 — 48.)  is  in  defence  of  mugilis  intrat  (Juvenal,  Saiir.  x.  317.)^ 
an  hufband  who  had  killed  the  adulterer.  Hunc  perminxere  calones  (Horat.  1.  i.  Sruir. 
The  right  of  hufbands  and  fathers  at  Rome  ii.  44.)  familias  ftuprandum  dedit .  .  .  fi audi 
and  Athens  is  difcuffed  with  much  learning  non  fuit  (Val.  Maxim.  1.  vi.  c.  1.  N°  13.). 
by  Dr.  Taylor  (Leftiones  Lyfiaca;,  c.  xi.  in  ,Sl  This  law  is  noticed  by  Livy  (ii.  8.)  and 
Reifke,  torn.  vi.  p.  301—308.).  Plutarch  (in  Publicola,  torn.  i.  p.  187.)  ;  and 

,so  See  Cafaubon  ad  Athenaeum,  I.  i.  c.  5.  it  fully  jullifies  the  public  opinion  on  the 
p.  19.     Percurrent  raphanique  mugilefque    death  of  Crcfar,  which  Suetonius  could  pub- 
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midft  of  peace181,  and  the  bloody  maxims  of  honour,  were  unknown 
to  the  Romans  ;  and,  during  the  two  pureft  ages,  from  the  efta- 
bliihment  of  equal  freedom  to  the  end  of  the  Punic  wars,  the  city 
was  never  difturbed  by  fedition,  and  rarely  polluted  with  atrocious 
crimes.  The  failure  of  penal  laws  was  more  fenfibly  felt  when 
every  vice  was  inflamed  by  faction  at  home  and  dominion  abroad. 
In  the  time  of  Cicero,  each  private  citizen  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
anarchy  :  each  minifter  of  the  republic  was  exalted  to  the  tempta- 
tions of  regal  power,  and  their  virtues  are  entitled  to  the  warmed 
praife  as  the  fpontaneous  fruits  of  nature  or  philofophy.  After  a 
triennial  indulgence  of  luft,  rapine,  and  cruelty,  Verres,  the  tyrant 
of  Sicily,  could  only  be  fued  for  the  pecuniary  reftitution  of  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ;  and  fuch  was  the  temper  of  the 
laws,  the  judges,  and  perhaps  the  accufer  himfelf l83,  that  on  re- 
funding a  thirteenth  part  of  his  plunder,  Verres  could  retire  to  aij 
eafy  and  luxurious  exile184". 

The  firft  imperfect  attempt  to  reftore  the  proportion  of  crimes 
and  punimments,  was  made  by  the  dictator  Sylla,  who  in  the  midft 
of  his  fanguinary  triumph,  afpired  to  reftrain  the  licence,  rather 
than  to  opprefs  the  liberty,  of  the  Romans.  He  gloried  in  the  ar- 
bitrary profcription  of  four  thoufand  feven  hundred  citizens185.  But 

in 


lilh  under  the  Imperial  government.  Jure 
czefus'  exiftimatur  (in  Julio,  c.  76.).  Read 
the  letters  that  pafled  between  Cicero  and 
Matius  a  few  months  after  the  ides  of  March 
(ad  Fam.  xi.  27,  28.). 

181  nfWTOi       P&?i:u.m  TO*  TE  (7lJ>if!JP  XaTifi^TO. 

Thucydid.  I.  i.  c.  6.  The  hiftorian  who  con- 
fiders  this  circumftance  as  the  tell  of  civiliza- 
tion, would  difdain.  the  barbarifm  of  an  Euro- 
pean court. 

183  He  firft  rated  at  millies  (800,000/.)  the 
damages  of  Sicily  (Divinatio  in  Csecilium, 
c.  5.),  which  he  afterwards  reduced  to  qua- 


dringenties  (320,000/.— I  .Actio  in  Verrem, 
c.  18.),  and  was  finally  content  with  tricies 
(24,000/.).  Plutarch  (in  Ciceron.  torn.  iii. 
p.  1584.)  has  not  difiembled  the  popular  fuf- 
picion  and  report. 

,s+  Verres  lived  near  thirty  years  after  his 
trial,  till  the  fecond  triumvirate,  when  he  was 
profcribed  by  the  tafte  of  Mark-Antony  for 
the  fake  of  his  Corinthian  plate  (Plin.  Hift. 
Natur.  xxxiv.  3.). 

185  Such  is  the  number  afligned  by  Vale- 
rius Maximus  (1.  ix.  c.  2.  N°  1.).  Florus 
(iv.  31.)   diltinguiihes  2000  fenators  and 

knights. 
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in  the  character  of  a  legiflator,  he  refpeded  the  prejudices  of  the  C  H  A  P. 

A  L»l  V  • 

times ;  and  inftead  of  pronouncing  a  fentence  of  death  againft  the 
robber  or  aflaffin,  the  general  who  betrayed  an  army,  or  the  magi- 
ftrate  who  ruined  a  province,  Sylla  was  content  to  aggravate  the 
pecuniary  damages  by  the  penalty  of  exile,  or,  in  more  conftitu- 
tional  language,  by  the  interdiction  of  fire  and  water.  The  Cor- 
nelian, and  afterwards  the  Pompeian,  and  Julian,  laws  introduced 
anew  fyftem  of  criminal  jurifprudence 186 ;  and  the  emperors,  from 
Auguftus  to  Juftinian,  difguifed  their  encreafing  rigour  under  the 
names  of  the  original  authors.  But  the  invention  and  frequent  ufe 
of  extraordinary  pains,  proceeded  from  the  defire  to  extend  and 
conceal  the  progrefs  of  defpotifm.  In  the  condemnation  of  illuftri- 
ous  Romans,  the  fenate  was  always  prepared  to-  confound,  at  the 
will  of  their  matters,  the  judicial  and  legiflative  powers.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  governors  to  maintain  the  peace  of  their  province,  by 
the  arbitrary  and  rigid  adminiftration  of  juftice  ;  the  freedom  of  the 
city  evaporated  in  the  extent  of  empire,  and  the  Spanifh  malefactor, 
who  claimed  the  privilege  of  a  Roman,  was  elevated  by  the  com- 
mand of  Galba  on  a  fairer  and  more  lofty  crofs  ,87.  Occafional  re- 
fcripts  ifTued  from  the  throne  to  decide  the  queftions  which,  by 
their  novelty  or  importance,  appeared  to  furpafs  the  authority  and 
difcernment  of  a  proconful.  Tranfportation  and  beheading  were 
referved  for  honourable  perfons  ;    meaner  criminals  were  either 

knights.    Appian  (de  Bell.  Civil.  1.  i.  c.  95.  faicarum  ct  Romanarum  (tit.  i — xv.),  the 

torn.  ii.  p.  133.  edit.  Schweigha?u£er)  more  Theodofian  Code  (I.ix.),  the  Code  of  Jufii- 

accurately  computes  40  victims  of  the  fenato-  nian  (1.  ix.),  the  Pandefts  (xlviii.),  the  In- 

rian  rank,  and  i6co  of  the  equedrian  cenfus  flitutes  (1.  iv.  tit.  xviii.),  and  the  Greek  ver- 

cr  order.  •  Son  of  Theophilus  (p.  917— 926.). 

186  For  the  penal  laws  (Leges  Cornelia?,       187  It  was  a  guardian  who  had  poifoned 

Pom peia?,  Julia?,  of  Sylla,  Pompey,  and  the  his  ward.    The  crime  was  atrocious ;  yet  the 

Cafars),  fee  the  fentences  of  Paulus  (1.  iv.  punifhment  is  reckoned  by  Suetonius  (c.  9.) 

tit.  xviii — xxx.  p.  497 — 528.  edit.  Schulting),  among  the  acts  in  which  Galba  Ihewed  him- 

the  Gregorian  Code  (Fragment.  1.  xix.  p.  705,  felf  acer  vehemens,  et  in  deliclis  coercendis 

706.  in  Schulting),  the  Collatio  Legum  Mo-  immodkus. 

8  hanged 
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guilt. 


C  XLiv  P*  Ranged  or  burnt,  or  buried  in  the  mines,  or  expofed  to  the  Will 
 mt  beafts  of  the  amphitheatre.  Armed  robbers  were  purfued  and  ex- 
tirpated as  the  enemies  of  fociety  5  the  driving  away  horfes  or  cattle 
was  made  a  capital  offence'88;  but  fimple  theft  was  uniformly  con- 
fidered  as  a  mere  civil  and  private  injury.  The  degrees  of  guilt, 
and  the  modes  of  punifhment,  were  too  often  determined  by  the 
difcretion  of  the  rulers,  and  the  fubject  was  left  in  ignorance  of 
the  legal  danger .  which  he  might  incur  by  every  action  of  his 
life. 

Meafure  of  A  fin,  a  vice,  a  crime,  are  the  objects  of  theology,  ethics,  and 
jurifprudence.  Whenever  their  judgments  agree,  they  corroborate 
each  other;  but  as  often  as  they  differ,  a  prudent  legiflator  ap- 
preciates the  guilt'and  punifhment  according  to  the  meafure  of  fo- 
cial  injury.  On  this  principle,  the  moft  daring  attack  on  the  life 
and  property  of  a  private  citizen,  is  judged  lefs  atrocious  than  the 
crime  of  treafon  or  rebellion,  which  invades  the  majejly  of  the  re- 
public :  the  obfequious  civilians  unanimoufly  pronounced,  that  the 
republic  is  contained  in  the  perfon  of  its  chief;  and  the  edge  of  the 
Julian  law  was  fharpened  by  the  inceflant  diligence  of  the  em- 
perors. The  licentious  commerce  of  the  fexes  may  be  tolerated  as 
an  impulfe  of  nature,  or  forbidden  as  a  fource  of  diforder  and  cor- 
ruption :  but  the  fame,  the  fortunes,  the  family  of  the  hufband,  are 
ferioully  injured  by  the  adultery  of  the  wife.  ^  The  wifdom  of 
Auguftus,  after  curbing  the  freedom  of  revenge,  applied  to  this 
domeftic  offence  the  animadverfion  of  the  laws  :  and  the  guilty 
parties,  after  the  payment  of  heavy  forfeitures  and  fines,  were  con- 

,(!S  The  aba&ores  or  abigeatores,  who  drove  moft  fevcre  where  the  offence  was  moft  fre- 

one  horie,  or  two  mares  or  oxen,  or  five  hogs,  quent,  condemns  the  criminals,  ad  gladium., 

or  ten  goats,  were  fubjeft  to  capital  punifti-  Judi  damnationem  (Ulpian,  de  Officio  Pro- 

ment  (Paul,  Semen:.  Rccept.  1.  iv.  tit.  xviii.  confuHs,  1.  viii.  in  Collatione  Legum  Mo- 

p.  497,  498.).   Hadrian  (ad  Concil.  Bsticx),  faic.  et  Rom.  tit.  xi.  p.  233.). 
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tlemned  to  long  or  perpetual  exile  in  two  feparate  iflands  ,39.  Re-  c  p- 
Iigion  pronounces  an  equal  cenfure  againft  the  infidelity  of  the  huf-  ^- — „ — -/ 
band  ;  but  as  it  is  not  accompanied  by  the  fame  civil  effects,  the 
wife  was  never  permitted  to  vindicate  her  wrongs  190 ;  and  the  dis- 
tinction of  fimple  or  double  adultery,  fo  familiar  and  fo  important 
in  the  canon  law,  is  unknown  to  the  jurifprudence  of  the  Code 
and  Pandects.  I  touch  with  reluctance,  and  difpatch  with  impa^  Unnatural 
tience,  .a  more  odious  vice,  of  which  modefty  rejects  the  name, 
and  nature  abominates  the  idea.  The  primitive  Romans  were  in- 
fected by  the  example  of  the  Etrufcans  191  and  Greeks'91:  in  the 
mad  abufe  of  profperity  and  power,  every  pleafure  that  is  innocent 
was  deemed  infipid;  and  the  Scatinian  law  ,&3,  which  had  been 
extorted  by  an  act  of  violence,  was  infenfibly  abolimed  by  the  lapfe 
of  time  and  the  multitude  of  criminals.  By  this  law,  the  rape,  per- 
haps the  feduction,  of  an  ingenuous  youth,  was  compenfated,  as  a 
perfonal  injury,  by  the  poor  damages  of  ten  thoufand  fefterces  or 
fourfcore  pounds ;  the  ravifher  might  be  flain  by  the  refinance  or 

189  Till  the  publication  of  the  Julius  Pau-  Roman  youth  ftudied  in  Etruria  (Liv.  ix. 
Jus  of  Schulting  (I.  ii.  tit.  xxvi.  p.  317 —  36 .). 

323.),  it  was  affirmed  and  believed,  that  the  *91  The  Perfians  had  been  corrupted  in  the 

Julian  laws  punifhed  adultery  with  death ;  and  fame  fchoo! :  wk  EMwm  pteOorftf  vra-.c-i  (Mrycn~.l 

the  miftake  arofe  from  the  fraud  or  error  of  (Herodot.  1.  i.  c.  135.).    A  curious  di/Terta- 

Tribonian.     Yet  Lipfius  had  fufpecled  the  tion  might  be  formed  on  the  introduction  of 

truth  from  the  narratives  of  Tacitus  (Annal.  paederafty  after  the  time  of  Homer,  its  pro- 

ii.  50.  iii.  24.  iv.  42.),  and  even  from  the  grefs  among  the  Gr?eks  of  AHa  and  Europe, 

practice  of  Auguftus,  who  diftinguiihed  the  the  vehemence  of  their  paflions,  and  the  thin 

treafonable  frailties  of  his  female  kindred.  device  of  virtue  and  frier.dfhip  which  amufcd 

190  In  cafes  of  adultery,  Severus  confined  the  philcfbphers  of  Athens.  But,  fcelera  often- 
to  the  hnfband  the  right  of  public  accufation  di  oportet  dum  puniuntur,  abfcondi  flagitia. 
(Cod.  Juitinian.  1.  ix.  tit.  ix.  leg.  1.).  Nor  193  The  name,  the  date,  and  the  proviiions 
is  this  privilege  unjuft — fo  diiferent  are  the  of  this  law,  are  equally  doubtful  (Gravina, 
efFefU  of  male  or  female  infidelity.  Opp.  p.  432,  433.    Heineccius,  Hiih  Jur. 

191  Timon  (1.  i.)  and  Theopompus  (I.  xliii.  Rom.  N6  108.    Ernefti,  Clav.  Ciceron.  in 
ap'.ul  Atheraeum,  L  xii.  p.  517.)  defcribe  the  Indice  Legum).  \But  I  will  obferve  that  the 
luxury  and  luft  of  the  Etrufcans :  ■no'Sv  (x=v  m  ntfanda  Venus  of  the  honeil  German  is  llyled 
y<  ^a.(r-«:  i  crwomj  toi?  waia-i  y.ai  toi;  fififKxio*;.  aver/a  by  the  more  polite  Italian. 
About  the  lame  period  (A.  U.  C.  4^)  the 
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C  H  A  P.  revenge  of  chaftity  ;  and  I  wifh  to  believe,  that  at  Rome,  as  in 

XLl  v « 

v- — (  Athens,  the  voluntary  and  effeminate  deferter  of  his  fex  was  degraded 
from  the  honours  and  the  rights  of  a  citizen  ,9\  But  the  practice  of 
vice  was  not  cfifcouraged  by  the  feverity  of  opinion  :  the  indelible 
ftain  of  manhood  was  confounded  with  the  more  venial  tranfgref- 
fions  of  fornication  and  adultery,  nor  was  the  licentious  lover  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fame  difhonour  which  he  imprelTed  on  the  male  or 
female  partner  of  his  guilt.  From  Catullus  to  Juvenal ,9S,  the  poets 
accufe  and  celebrate  the  degeneracy  of  the  times,  and  the  reforma- 
tion of  manners  was  feebly  attempted  by  the  reafon  and  authority 
of  the  civilians,  till  the  raoft  virtuous  of  the  Csefars  profcribed  the 
fin  again  (I  nature  as  a  crime  againft  fociety'96. 
Rigour  of  A  new  fpirit  of  legiflation,  refpectable  even  in  its  error,  arcfe 
emptors!'*11  m  tne  empire  with  the  religion  of  Conftantine'97.  The  laws  of 
Mofes  were  received  as  the  divine  original  of  juftice,  and  the 
Chriftian  princes  adapted  their  penal  ftatutes  to  the  degrees  of  moral 
and  religious  turpitude.  Adultery  was  firft  declared  to  be  a  capital 
offence;  the  frailty  of  the  fexes  was  affimilated  to  poifon  or  afTaffina- 
tion,  to  forcery  or  parricide  j  the  fame  penalties  were  inflicted  on 
the  paffive  and  active  guilt  of  pcederafty;  and  all  criminals  of  free 
or  fervile  condition  were  either  drowned  or  beheaded,  or  caft  alive 
into  the  avenging  flames.     The  adulterers  were  Ipared  by  the 

194  See  the  oration  of  ^Efchines  againft  the  and  Godefroy's  Commentary,  tom.iii.  p.  63. 
catamite  Timarchus  (in  Reilke,  Orator.  Graec.  Theodofius  a'ooliftied  the  fubterraneous  bro- 
tom.iii.  p.  21 — 184.),  tbels  of  Rome,  in  which  the  proftitution  of 

195  A  crowd  of  difgraceful  paflages  will  both  fexes  was  acled  with  impunity. 

force  themfelves  on  the  memory  of  the  claffic       197  See  the  laws  of  Conftantine  and  his 

.reader :  I  will  only  remind  him  of  the  cool  fucceflbrs  againft  adultery,  fodomy,  &c.  in, 

declaration  of  Ovid:  the  Theodofian  (1.  ix.  tit.  vii.  leg.  7.  1.  xi. 

Odi  concubitus  qui  non  utrumque  refolvunt.  tit.  xxxvi.  leg.  I.  4.)  and  Juftinian  Codes 

Ko:  eft  quod  puerum  tangar  amore  minus.  (1.  ix.  tit.  ix.  leg.  30,  31.).    Thefe  princes 

1£>s  ^Eiius  Lampridius,  in  Vic.  Heliogabal.  fpeak  the  language  of  paflion  as  well  as  of 

in  Hift.  Augufl.  p.  jiz.    Aurelius  Victor,  in  juftice,  and  fraudulently  afcribe  their  own  fe- 

Philippo.  Codex  Theodof.  l.ix.  tit.  vii.  leg.  7.  verity  to  the  firft  Casfars. 

common 
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common  fympathy  of  mankind ;  but  the  lovers  of  their  own  fex  C  ^H^A  P. 
were  purfued  by  general  and  pious  indignation :  the  impure  manners  >.  —M—  _» 
of  Greece  ftill  prevailed  in  the  cities  of  Afia,  and  every  vice  was 
fomented  by  the  celibacy  of  the  monks  and  clergy.  Juftinian  re- 
laxed the  punifhment  at  leaft  of  female  infidelity;  the  guilty  fpoufe 
was  only  condemned  to  folitude  and  penance,  and  at  the  end  of  two 
years  me  might  be  recalled  to  the  arms  of  a  forgiving  hufband. 
But  the  fame  emperor  declared  himfelf  the  implacable  enemy  of 
unmanly  luft,  and  the  cruelty  of  his  perfecution  can  fcarcely  be 
excufed  by  the  purity  of  his  motives1*3.  In  defiance  of  every 
principle  of  juftice,  he  ftretched  to  part  as  well  as  future  offences  the 
operations  of  his  edicts,  with  the  previous  allowance  of  a  fhort 
refpite  for  confeflion  and  pardon.  A  painful  death  was  inflicted  by 
the  amputation  of  the  finful  inftrument,  or  the  infertion  of  fharp 
reeds  into  the  pores  and  tubes  of  moft  exquifite  fenfibility ;  and 
Juftinian  defended  the  propriety  of  the  execution,  fince  the  criminals 
would  have  loft  their  hands  had  they  been  convicted  of  facrilege. 
In  this  ftate  of  difgrace  and  agony,  two  bifhops,  Ifaiah  of  Rhodes, 
and  Alexander  of  Diofpolis,  were  dragged  through  the  ftreets  of 
Conftantinople,  while  their  brethren  were  admonifhed  by  the  voice 
of  a  cryer,  to  obferve  this  awful  leflbn,  and  not  to  pollute  the 
fanctity  of  their  character.  Perhaps  thefe  prelates  were  innocent. 
A  fentence  of  death  and  infamy  was  often  founded  on  the  flight 
and  fufpicious  evidence  of  a  child  or  a  fervant:  the  guilt  of  the 
green  faction,  of  the  rich,  and  of  the  enemies  of  Theodora,  was 
prefumed  by  the  judges,  and  psederafty  became  the  crime  of  thofe  to 
whom  no  crime  could  be  imputed.    A  French  philofopher1"  has 

158  Juftinian,  Novel.  Ixxvii.  cxxxiv.  cxli.  c.  6.    That  eloquent  philofopher  conciliates 

Procopius,  in  Anecdot.  c.  11.  16.  wich  the  the  rights  of  liberty  and  of  nature,  which 

Notes  of  Alemannus.    Theophanes,  p.  151.  fhould  never  be  placed  in  oppofltion  to  each 

Cedrenus,  p.  368.    Zonaras,  I.  xiv.  p.  64.  other, 

'»9  Montefquieu,  Efprit  des  Loix3  1.  xii. 
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CHAP,  dared  to  remark,  that  whatever  is  fecret  rauft  be  doubtful,  and  that 

<  ,  1   our  natural  horror  of  vice  may  be  abufed  as  an  engine  of  tyranny. 

But  the  favourable  perfuafion  of  the  fame  writer,  that  a  legiflator 
may  confide  in  the  tafte  and  reafon  of  mankind,  is  impeached  by  the 
unwelcome  difcovery  of  the  antiquity  and  extent  of  the  difealc100. 
judgments  of     The  free  citizens  of  Athens  and  Rome  enjoyed,  in  all  criminal 

the  people.  ,   ,  , 

cafes,  the  invaluable  privilege  of  being  tried  by  their  country10'. 
I.  The  adminiftration  of  juftice  is  the  moft  ancient  office  of  a  prince: 
it  was  exercifed  by  the  Roman  kings,  and  abufed  by  Tarquin  ;  who 
alone,  without  law  or  council,  pronounced  his  arbitrary  judgments. 
The  firft  confuls  fucceeded  to  this  regal  prerogative ;  but  the  facred 
right  of  appeal  foon  abolifhed  the  jurifdiction  of  the  magiftrates, 
and  all  public  caules  were  decided  by  the  fupreme  tribunal  of  the 
people.  But  a  wild  democracy,  fuperior  to  the  forms,  too  often 
difdains  the  effential  principles,  of  juftice :  the  pride  of  defpotifm 
was  envenomed  by  plebeian  envy,  and  the  heroes  of  Athens 
might  fometimes  applaud  the  happinefs  of  the  Perfian,  whofe  fate 
depended  on  the  caprice  of  a  Jingle  tyrant.  Some  falutary  reftraints, 
impofed  by  the  people  on  their  own  paffions,  were  at  once  the  caufe 
and  effect  of  the  gravity  and  temperance  of  the  Romans.  The 

100  For  the  corruption  of  Paleftine,  2000  *0'  The  important  fubjcfl  of  the  public 

years  before  the  ChriiHan  aera,  fee  the  hiftory  queftions  and  judgments  at  Rome  is  e.\- 

and  laws  of  Mofes.    Ancient  Gaul  is  ftigma-  plained  with  much  learning,  and  in  a  claf- 

?:fed  byDiodorusSiculas  (tom.i.  l.v.  p. 356  ),  fic  ftyle,   by  Charles  Sigonius  (J.  iii.  de 

China  by  the  Mahometan  and  ChrifHan  tra-  Judiciis,  in  Opp.  torn.  iii.  679 — 864.)  ;  and 

vellers  (Ancient  Relations  of  India  and  Chi-  a  good  abridgment  may  be  found  in  the 

na,  p.  34.  tranflated  by  Renaudot,  and  his  Republique  Romaine  of  Beaufort  (torn,  ii, 

bitter  critic  the  Pere  Premare,  Lettres  Edi-  1.  v.   p.  1  —  izi.).     Thofe  who  wilh  for 

fiantes,  torn.  xix.  p.  435-)>  an^  native  A  me-  more  abftrufe  law,  may  ftudy  Ncodt  (de 

rica  by  the  Spanifh  hiftorians  (GarcilafTo  de  Jurifdidlione  et  Imperio  Libri  duo,  torn.  i. 

la  Vega,  1.  iii.  c.  13.  Rycaut's  translation  ;  p.  93 — 134.),  Heineccius  (ad  Pandect,  f.  i. 

and  Diclionaire  de  Bayle,  torn.  iii.  p.  88.).  et  ii.  ad  Inftitut.  l.iv.  tit.  xvii.  Element. 

I  believe,  and  hope,  that  the  negroes,  in  their  ad  Antiquitat.),  and  Gravina  (Opp.  23c— 

own  country,  were  exempt  from  this  moral  251.). 
peitilence. 
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right  of  accufation  was  confined  to  the  magiftrates.    A  vote  of  c  *^  A  P. 

the  thirty-five  tribes  could  inflict  a  fine ;  but  the  cognizance  of  all  <.  

capital  crimes  was  referved  by  a  fundamental  law  to  the  aflembly  of 

the  centuries,  in  which  the  weight  of  influence  and  property  was 

fure  to  preponderate.     Repeated  proclamations  and  adjournments 

were  interpofed,  to  allow  time  for  prejudice  and  refentment  to  fubfide; 

the  whole  proceeding  might  be  annulled  by  a  feafonable  omen,  or 

the  oppofition  of  a  tribune;  and  fuch  popular  trials  were  commonly 

[efs  formidable  to  innocence,  than  they  were  favourable  to  guilt.  But 

this  union  of  the  judicial  and  legiflative  powers,  left  it  doubtful 

whether  the  accufed  party  was  pardoned  or  acquitted ;  and  in  the 

defence  of  an  illuftrious  client,  the  orators  of  Rome  and  Athens 

addrels  their  arguments  to  the  policy  and  benevolence,  as  well  as  to 

the  juftice  of  their  fovereign.     2.  The  talk  of  convening  the 

citizens  for  the  trial  of  each  offender  became  more  difficult,  as  the 

citizens  and  the  offenders  continually  multiplied ;  and  the  ready 

expedient  was  adopted  of  delegating  the  jurifdiction  of  the  people 

to  the  ordinary  magiftrates,  or  to  extraordinary  inqiiifitors.    In  the 

firft  ages  thefe  queftions  were  rare  and  occafional.    In  the  beginning 

of  the  feventh  century  of  Rome  they  were  made  perpetual :  four 

praetors  were  annually  empowered  to  fit  in  judgment  on  the  ftate 

offences  of  treafon,  extortion,  peculation,  and  bribery  j  and  Sylla 

added  new  prsetors  and  new  queftions  for  thofe  crimes  which  more 

directly  injure  the  fafety  of  individuals.    By  thefe  inquifitors  the 

trial  was  prepared  and  directed  ;  but  they  could  only  pronounce  the 

fentence  of  the  majority  of  judges t  who  with  fome  truth,  and  more  Selecl  judges. 

prejudice,  have  been  compared  to  the  Englifli  juries201.    To  dif- 

401  The  office,  both  at  Rome  and  in  Eng-  is  peculiar  to  our  laws,  which  condemn  the 

land,  mull  be  confidered  as  an  occa/ional  juryman  to  undergo  the  torture  from  whence 

duty,  and  not  a  magiftracy  or  profeflion.  they  have  exempted  the  criminal. 
But  the  obligation  of  an  unanimous  verdict 
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°  xliv  P  c^arSe  t^iis  imPortant  though  burthenfome  office,   an  annual  lift 

<  v  '  of  ancient  and  refpectable  citizens  was  formed  by  the  praetor.  After 

many  conftitutional  flruggles,  they  were  chofen  in  equal  numbers 
from  the  fenate,  the  equeftrian  order,  and  the  people ;  four  hundred 
and  fifty  were  appointed  for  fingle  queftions ;  and  the  various  rolls 
or  decuries  of  judges  muft  have  contained  the  names  of  fome  thou- 
fand  Romans,  who  reprefented  the  judicial  authority  of  the  ftate. 
In  each  particular  caufe,  a  fufficient  number  was  drawn  from  the 
urn  ;  their  integrity  was  guarded  by  an  oath  ;  the  mode  of  ballot 
fecured  their  independence ;  the  fufpicion  of  partiality  was  removed 
by  the  mutual  challenges  of  the  accufer  and  defendant ;  and  the 
judges  of  Milo,  by  the  retrenchment  of  fifteen  on  each  fide,  were 
reduced  to  fifty-one  voices  or  tablets,  of  acquittal,  of  condemnation, 
or  of  favourable  doubt  10\    3.  In  his  civil  jurifdiction,  the  praetor 
of  the  city  was  truly  a  judge,  and  almoft  a  legiflator ;  but  as  foon  as 
he  had  prefcribed  the  action  of  law,  he  often  referred  to  a  delegate 
the  determination  of  the  fact.    With  the  increafe  of  legal  proceed- 
ings, the  tribunal  of  the  centumvirs,  in  which  he  prefided,  acquired 
more  weight  and  reputation.    But  whether  he  acted  alone,  or  with 
the  advice  of  his  council,  the  moft  abfolute  powers  might  be  trufted. 
to  a  magiflrate  who  was  annually  chofen  by  the  votes  of  the 
people.    The  rules  and  precautions  of  freedom  have  required  fome 
explanation  ;  the  order  of  defpotifm  is  fimple  and  inanimate.  Be- 
fore the  age  of  Juftinian,  or  perhaps  of  Diocletian,  the  decuries  of 
Afleflbrs.       Roman  judges  had  funk  to  an  empty  title:  the  humble  advice  of  the 
afTeflbrs  might  be  accepted  or  defpifed  ;  and  in  each  tribunal  the  civil 
and  criminal  jurifdiction  was  adminiftered  by  a  fingle  magiflrate, 
who  was  raifed  and  difgraced  by  the  will  of  the  emperor. 

403  We  are  indebted  for  this  interefting  fadt  lofs  cf  his  Commentaries  on  the  Orations  of 
to  a  fragment  of  Afconius  Pedianus,  who  Cicero  has  deprived  us  of  a  valuable  fund  of 
flourifhed  under  the  reign  of  Tiberius.   The    hiftorical  and  legal  knowledge. 

2  A  Roman 
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death. 


A  Roman  accufed  of  any  capital  crime  might  prevent  the  fen-  c  H  A  P. 
tence  of  the  law  by  voluntary  exile,  or  death.    Till  his  guilt  had  1  -  ' 

...  r  Voluntary 

been  legally  proved,  his  innocence  was  prefumed,  and  his  perion  exile  and 
was  free :  till  the  votes  of  the  laft  century  had  been  counted  and  de- 
clared, he  might  peaceably  fecede  to  any  of  the  allied  cities  of  Italy, 
or  Greece,  or  Afia204.  His  fame  and  fortunes  were  preferved,  at 
leaft  to  his  children,  by  this  civil  death ;  and  he  might  ftill  be  happy 
in  every  rational  and  fenfual  enjoyment,  if  a  mind  accuftomed  to 
the  ambitious  tumult  of  Rome  could  fupport  the  uniformity  and 
filence  of  Rhodes  or  Athens.  A  bolder  effort  was  required  to  efcape 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  Caefars ;  but  this  effort  was  rendered 
familiar  by  the  maxims  of  the  Stoics,  the  example  of  the  braveft 
Romans,  and  the  legal  encouragements  of  fuicide.  The  bodies  of 
condemned  criminals  were  expofed  to  public  ignominy,  and  their 
children,  a  more  ferious  evil,  were  reduced  to  poverty  by  the  con- 
fifcation  of  their  fortunes.  But  if  the  victims  of  Tiberius  and  Nero 
anticipated  the  decree  of  the  prince  or  fenate,  their  courage  and 
difpatch  were  recompenfed  by  the  applaufe  of  the  public,  the  decent 
honours  of  burial,  and  the  validity  of  their  teftaments 2CS.  The 
exquifite  avarice  and  cruelty  of  Domitian  appears  to  have  deprived 
the  unfortunate  of  this  lalt  confolation,  and  it  was  ftill  denied  even 
by  the  clemency  of  the  Antonines.  A  voluntary  death,  which,  in 
the  cafe  of  a  capital  offence,  intervened  between  the  accufaticn  and 
the  fentence,  was  admitted  as  a  confeffion  of  guilt,  and  the  fpoils  of 
the  deceafed  were  feized  by  the  inhuman  claims  of  the  treafury iC6. 

Yet 

*°4  Polyb.  J.  vi.  p.  643.    The  extenfion  of   i\.    Tacit.  Annal.  vi.  25.  with  the  Notes  of 
the  empire  and  city  of  Rome,  obliged  the  Lipfius. 

exile  to  ftek  a  more  dillant  place  of  retire-  ~~~6  Julius  Paulus  (Sentent.  Recept.  1.  v. 
jment.  tit.  xii.  p.  476.),   the  Pandects  (I.  xlviii. 

105  Qui  de  fe  llatuebant,  humahantur  cor-  tit.  xxi.),  the  Code  (1.  ix.  tit.  l  ),  Bynker* 
pora,  manebaat  teltamenta ;  pretiuai  fellinan-    flioek  (torn.  i.  p.  59.    Obfervat.  J.  C.  R. 

ivr. 
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C  XLW  ^  ^Ct       c*v*^ans  have  always  refpected  the  natural  right  of  a  citizen 

*  *     >'  to  difpofe  of  his  life;  and  the  pofthumous  difgrace  invented  by 

Tarquin107  to  check  the  defpair  of  his  fubjects,  was  never  revived 
or  imitated  by  fucceeding  tyrants,  The  powers  of  this  world  have 
indeed  loft  their  dominion  over  him  who  is  refolved  on  death ;  and 
his  arm  can  only  be  reftrained  by  the  religious  apprehenfion  of  a 
future  ftate.  Suicides  are  enumerated  by  Virgil  among  the  un- 
fortunate, rather  than  the  guilty108;  and  the  poetical  fables  of  the 
infernal  fhadcs  could  not  ferioully  influence  the  faith  or  practice  of 
mankind.  But  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel,  or  the  church,  have  at 
length  impofed  a  pious  fervitude  on  the  minds  of  Chriftians,  and 
condemn  them  to  expect,  without  a  murmur,  the  laft  ftroke  of 
difeafe  or  the  executioner. 
Abufes  of  The  penal  ftatutes  form  a  very  fmall  proportion  of  the  fixty-two 
dence.  books  of  the  Code  and  Pandects  :  and,  in  all  judicial  proceeding, 
the  life  or  death  of  a  citizen  is  determined  with  lefs  caution  and 
delay  than  the  mod  ordinary  queftion  of  covenant  or  inheritance. 
This  fingular  diftinction,  though  fomething  may  be  allowed  for  the 
urgent  neceffity  of  defending  the  peace  of  fociety,  is  derived  from 
the  nature  of  criminal  and  civil  jurifprudence.  Our  duties  to  the 
ftate  are  fimple  and  uniform ;  the  law  by  which  he  is  condemned, 
is  inferibed  not  only  on  brafs  or  marble,  but  on  the  confeience  of 
the  offender,  and  his  guilt  is  commonly  proved  by  the  teftimony  of 
a  fingle  fact.    But  our  relations  to  each  other  are  various  and  in- 

iv.  4-)»  and  Montefquieu  (Efprit  des  Loix,  their  dead  bodies  to  crofles. 
1.  xxix.  c.  9.).  define  the  civil  limitations  of       108  The  fole  refemblance  of  a  violent  and 
the  liberty  and  privileges  of  filicide.    The  premature  death  has  engaged  Virgil  (^Eneid 
criminal  penalties  are  the  production  of  a  vi.  434 — 439.)  to  confound  fuicides  with  in- 
later  and  darker  age.  fants,  lovers,  and  perfons  unjuftly  condemned. 

207  Plin.  Hift.  Natur.  xxxvi.  24.    When  Heyne,  the  belt  of  his  editors,  is  at  a  lofs  to 

he  fatigued   his  fubjetts   in  building  the  deduce  the  idea,  or  afcertain  the  jurifpru- 

Capitol,  many  of  the  labourers  were  pro-  dence,  of  the  Roman  poet, 
voked  to  difpatch  themfelves;  he  nailed 

finite ; 
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finite :  our  obligations  are  created,  annulled,  and  modified,  by  in-  c  H  A  P. 
juries,  benefits,  and  proraifes ;  and  the  interpretation  of  voluntary  v. — „ — - > 
contracts  and  teftaments,  which  are  often  dictated  by  fraud  or  ig- 
norance, affords  a  long  and  laborious  exercife  to  the  fagacity  of  the 
judge.  The  bufinefs  of  life  is  multiplied  by  the  extent  of  commerce 
and  dominion,  and  the  refidence  of  the  parties  in  the  distant  pro- 
vinces of  an  empire,  is  productive  of  doubt,  delay,  and  inevitable 
appeals  from  the  local  to  the  fupreme  magistrate.  Juftinian,  the 
Greek  emperor  of  Constantinople  and  the  East,  was  the  legal  fuc- 
ceffbr  of  the  Latian  fhepherd  who  had  planted  a  colony  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tyber.  In  a  period  of  thirteen  hundred  years,  the  laws  had 
reluctantly  followed  the  changes  of  government  and  manners  ;  and 
the  laudable  defire  of  conciliating  ancient  names  with  recent  infti- 
tutions,  destroyed  the  harmony,  and  fwelled  the  magnitude  of  the 
obfcure  and  irregular  fyftem.  The  laws  which  excufe  on  any  oc- 
cafions  the  ignorance  of  their  fubjects,  confefs  their  own  imperfec- 
tions ;  the  civil  jurisprudence,  as  it  was  abridged  by  Juftinian,  fl.II  1 
continued  a  mysterious  fcience  and  a  profitable  trade,  and  the  in- 
nate perplexity  of  the  ftudy  was  involved  in  tenfold  darkncfs  by 
the  private  industry  of  the  practitioners.  The  expence  of  the  pur- 
fuit  fometimes  exceeded  the  value  of  the  prize,  and  the  fairefi;  rights 
wTere  abandoned  by  the  poverty  or  prudence  of  the  claimants.  Such 
coftly  juftice  might  tend  to  abate  the  fpirit  of  litigation,  but  the  un- 
equal preflure  ferves  only  to  encreafc  the  influence  of  the  rich,  and 
to  aggravate  the  mifery  of  the  poor.  By  thefe  dilatory  and  expen- 
five  proceedings,  the  wealthy  pleader  obtains  a  more  certain  ad- 
vantage than  he  could  hope  from  the  accidental  corruption  of  his 
judge.  The  experience  of  an  abufe,  from  which  our  own  age  and 
country  are  not  perfectly  exempt,  may  fometimes  provoke  a  gene- 
rous indignation,  and  extort  the  hasty  with  of  exchanging  our  ela- 
borate jurifprudence  for  the  fimple  and  fummary  decrees  of  a  Turkifh 
9  cad  hi. 
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cadhi.  Our  calmer  reflection  will  fuggeft,  that  fuch  forms  and  delays 
are  neceflary  to  guard  the  perfon  and  property  of  the  citizen  ;  that 
the  difcretion  of  the  judge  is  the  firft  engine  of  tyranny,  and  that 
the  laws  of  a  free  people  fhould  forefee  and  determine  every  queftion 
that  may  probably  a  rife  in  the  exercife  of  power  and  the  tranfac- 
tions  of  induftry.  But  the  government  of  Juftinian  united  the  evils 
of  liberty  and  fervitude ;  and  the  Romans  were  oppreffed  at  the 
fame  time  by  the  multiplicity  of  their  laws  and  the  arbitrary  will  of 
their  mafter. 
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C  H  A  P.  XLV. 

Reign  of  the  yoimger  jfuftin. — Embajfy  of  the  Avars. — 
'Their  Settlement  on  the  Danube. — Conqueft  of  Italy 
by  the  Lombards. — Adoption  and  Reign  of  Tiberius. 
— Of  Maurice. — State  of  Italy  under  the  Lombards 
and  the  Exarchs. — Of  Ravenna. — Diflrefs  of  Rome. 
— Character  and  Pontificate  of  Gregory  the  Firfl. 

DURING  the  laft  years  of  Juftinian,  his  infirm  mind  was  de-  c  H  A  p. 
voted  to  heavenly  contemplation,"  and  he  neglected  the  bufi-  »  „  J. 

nefs  of  the  lower  world.  His  fubjects  were  impatient  of  the  long  juftinian, 
continuance  of  his  life  and  reign  :  yet  all  who  were  capable  of  re-  Nov.  il*5* 
flection,  apprehended  the  moment  of  his  death,  which  might  in- 
volve the  capital  in  tumult,  and  the  empire  in  civil  war.  Seven 
nephews 1  of  the  childlefs  monarch,  the  fons  or  grandfons  of  his 
brother  and  filler,  had  been  educated  in  the  fplendour  of  a  princely 
fortune  ;  they  had  been  fhewn  in  high  commands  to  the  provinces 
and  armies  ;  their  characters  were  known,  their  followers  were 
zealous,  and  as  the  jealoufy  of  age  poftponed  the  declaration  of  a 
fucceffor,  they  might  expect  with  equal  hopes  the  inheritance  of 
their  uncle.  He  expired  in  his  palace  after  a  reign  of  thirty-eight 
years ;  and  the  decifive  opportunity  was  embraced  by  the  friends  of 

1  See  the  family  of  Juftin  and  Juftinian  In  Juftinian.  p.  131.)  and  Heineccius  (Hift.  Ju- 
the  Familia:  Byzantine  of  Ducange,  p.  89 —  ris  Roman,  p.  374.)  have  fince  illuftraced  the 
101.    The  devout  civilians  Ludewig  (in  Vit.    genealogy  of  their  favourite  prince. 

Vol.  IV.  3  H  Juftin 
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CHAP.  Juftin  the  fon  of  Vigilantia  \    At  the  hour  of  midnight,  his  do- 
'  meftics  were  awakened  by  an  importunate  crowd  who  thundered  at 
his  door,  and  obtained  admittance  by  revealing  themfelves  to  be 
the  principal  members  of  the  fenate.    Thefe^  welcome  deputies  an- 
nounced the  recent  and  momentous  fecret  of  the  emperor's  deceafe  : 
reported,  or  perhaps  invented,  his  dying  choice  of  the  beft  beloved 
and  mod  deferving  of  his  nephews,  and  conjured  Juftin  to  prevent 
the  diforders  of  the  multitude,  if  they  mould  perceive,  with  the  re- 
turn of  light,  that  they  were  left  without  a  mafter.    After  com- 
pofing  his  countenance  to  furprife,  forrow,  and  decent  modefty,  Juftin, 
by  the  advice  of  his  wife  Sophia,  fubmitted  to  the  authority  of  the 
fenate.    He  was  conducted  with  fpeed  and  filence  to  the  palace, 
the  guards  faluted  their  new  fovereign,  and  the  martial  and  religious 
rites  of  his  coronation  were  diligently  accomplimed.    By  the  hands 
of  the  proper  officers,  he  was  inverted  with  the  Imperial  garments, 
the  red  bufkins,  white  tunic,  and  purple  robe.    A  fortunate  foldier, 
whom  he  inftantly  promoted  to  the  rank  of  tribune,  encircled  his 
neck  with  a  military  collar  ;  four  robuft  youths  exalted  him  on  a 
fhield  :  he  ftood  firm  and  erect  to  receive  the  adoration  of  his  fub- 
jedts  ;  and  their  choice  was  fanctified  by  the  benediction  of  the  pa- 
triarch, who  impoled  the  diadem  on  the  head  of  an  orthodox  prince. 
Reign  of      The  hippodrome  was  already  filled  with  innumerable  multitudes, 
the  younger,  and  no  fooner  did  the  emperor  appear  on  his  throne,  than  the  voices 
of  the  blue  and  the  green  factions  were  confounded  in  the  fame  loyal. 
A-  D.  574,    acclamations.    In  the  fpeeches  which  Tuftin  addrefted  to  the  fenate 

December.  A  J 

and  people,  he  promifed  to  correct  the  abufes  which  had  difgraced 
the  age  of  his  predeceflbr,  difplayed  the  maxims  of  a  juft  and  bene- 

1  In  the  ftory  of  JulHn's  elevation  I  have    Corippus,   de  Landibus  Juftini,  Appendix 
tranflated,  into  fimple  and  concife  profe,  the    Hift.  Byzant.  p.  401 — 416.  Rome,  1777. 
eight  hundred  verfes  of  the  two  finl  books  of 

licent 
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ficent  government,  and  declared,  that  on  the  approaching  calends  CHAP, 
of  January  3,  he  would  revive  in  his  own  perfon  the  name  and  li- 


berality  of  a  Roman  conful.    The  immediate  difcharge  of  his  uncle's  His  confui- 

debts  exhibited  a  folid  pledge  of  his  faith  and  generofity  :  a  train  of  A.  D.  566, 

porters,  laden  with  bags  of  gold,  advanced  into  the  midft  of  the  ^anuary  '* 

hippodrome,  and  the  hopelefs  creditors  of  Juftinian  accepted  this 

equitable  payment  as  a  voluntary  gift.    Before  the  end  of  three 

years,  his  example  was  imitated  and  furpafled  by  the  emprefs  Sophia, 

who  delivered  many  indigent  citizens  from  the  weight  of  debt  and 

ufury :  an  act  of  benevolence  the  beft  entitled  to  gratitude,  fince 

it  relieves  the  moft  intolerable  diftrefs  ;  but  in  which  the  bounty  of 

a  prince  is  the  mod  liable  to  brj  abufed  by  the  claims  of  prodigality 

and  fraud  \ 

On  the  feventh  day  of  his  reign,  Juftin  gave  audience  to  the  am-  Embafly  of 

.  tne  Avars, 

bafladors  of  the  Avars,  and  the  fcene  was  decorated  to  imprefs  the  A.  D.  566. 
Barbarians  with  aftonifhment,  veneration,  and  terror.  From  the  pa- 
lace gate,  the  fpacious  courts  and  long  porticoes  were  lined  with 
the  lofty  crefts  and  gilt  bucklers  of  the  guards,  who  prefented  their 
fpears  and  axes  with  more  confidence  than  they  would  have  fhewn 
in  a  field  of  battle.  The  officers  who  exercifed  the  power,  or  at- 
tended the  perfon,  of  the  prince,  were  attired  in  their  richeft  habitss 
and  arranged  according  to  the  military  and  civil  order  of  the  hier- 
archy. When  the  veil  of  the  fanctuary  was  withdrawn,  the  am- 
baflbrs  beheld  the  emperor  of  the  Eaft  on  his  throne,  beneath  a 
canopy  or  dome,  which  was  fupported  by  four  columns,  and  crowned 
with  a  winged  figure  of  Victory.  In  the  firft  emotions  of  furprife, 
they  fubmitted  to  the  fervile  adoration  of  the  Byzantine  court ;  but 

s  It  is  furprifing  how  Pagi  (Critica  in  An-  pone,  till  A.D.  567,  the  confulfhip  of  juf- 

nal.  Baron,  torn.  ii.  p.  639.)  coald  be  tempted  tin. 

by  any  chronicles  to  contradict  the  plain  and       4  Theophan.  Chronograph,  p.  205.  When- 

decifive  text  of  Corippus  (vicina  dona,  1.  ii.  ever  Cedrenus  or  Zonaras  are  mere  tranferib- 

354.  vicina  dies,  1.  iv.  1.),  and  to  poll-  ers,  it  is  fuperfluous  to  allege  their  teftimony. 

3  H  2  as 
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C      v  P'  as  ^oon  as  ^ey  r0^"e  from  the  ground,  Targetius,  the  chief  of  the 

ajj  V*« 

*— -v — -J  embafly,  exprefled  the  freedom  and  pride  of  a  Barbarian.  He  ex- 
tolled, by  the  tongue  of  his  interpreter,  the  greatnefs  of  the  chagan, 
by  whofe  clemency  the  kingdoms  of  the  South  were  permitted  to 
exiit,  whofe  victorious  fubjects  had  traverfed  the  frozen  rivers  of 
Scythia,  and  who  now  covered  the  banks  of  the  Danube  with  in- 
numerable tents.  The  late  emperor  had  cultivated,  with  annual  and 
coftly  gifts,  the  friendfliip  of  a  grateful  monarch,  and  the  enemies 
of  Rome  had  refpected  the  allies  of  the  Avars.  The  fame  prudence 
would  inftruct  the  nephew  of  Juftinian  to  imitate  the  liberality  of 
his  uncle,  and  to  purchafe  the  bleffings  of  peace  from  an  invincible 
people,  who  delighted  and  excelled  in  the  exercife  of  war.  The 
reply  of  the  emperor  was  delivered  in  the  fame  ftrain  of  haughty 
defiance,  and  he  derived  his  confidence  from  the  God  of  the  Chrif- 
tians,  the  ancient  glory  of  Rome,  and  the  recent  triumphs  of  Jufti- 
nian. "  The  empire,"  faid  he,  "  abounds  with  men  and  horfes, 
"  and  arms  fufficient  to  defend  our  frontiers,  and  to  chaftife  the  Bar- 
"  barians.  You  offer  aid,  you  threaten  hoftilities  :  we  defpife  your 
"  enmity  and  your  aid.  The  conquerors  of  the  Avars  folicit  our 
"  alliance ;  fliall  we  dread  their  fugitives  and  exiles  5  ?  The  bounty 
of  our  uncle  was  granted  to  your  mifery,  to  your  humble  prayers. 
"  From  us  you  mail  receive  a  more  important  obligation,  the  know- 
"  ledge  of  your  own  weaknefs.  Retire  from  our  prefence ;  the  lives 
"  6f  ambalfadors  are  fafe  ;  and  if  you  return  to  implore  our  pardon, 

5  Corippus,  I.  iii.  390.  The  unqueftion-  this  title  among  the  Turks  and  Perfians,  are 
able  fenfe  relates  to  the  Turks,  the  conquerors  weak  or  ambiguous.  And  I  mull  incline  to 
of  the  Avars ;  but  the  word  Jcultcr  has  no  ap-  the  authority  of  d'Herbelot  (Bibliotheque 
parent  meaning,  and  the  fole  MS.  of  Corip-  Orient,  p.  825.),  who  afcribes  the  word  to 
pus,  from  whence  the  firlt  edition  ( 1 581,  apud  the  Arabic  and  Chaldaean  tongues,  and  the 
Plantin)  was  printed,  is  no  longer  vifible.  date  to  the  beginning  of  the  x^,h  century, 
The  laft  editor,  Foggini  of  Rome,  has  in-  when  it  was  bellowed  by  the  khalif  of  Bag- 
ferted  the  conjectural  emendation  of  foldan :  dad  on  Mahmud  prince  of  Gazna,  and  con- 
but  the  proofs  of  Ducange  (Joinville,  Dif-  queror  of  India, 
fert.  xvi.  p.  238 — 24.0.)  for  the  early  ufe  of 

u  perhaps 
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ef  perhaps  you  will  tafte  of  our  benevolence6."    On  the  report  of  c  HA  p 

his  ambaflTadors,  the  chagan  was  awed  by  the  apparent  firmnefs  of  a  «  /— » 

Roman  emperor,  of  whofe  character  and  refources  he  was  ignorant. 
Inftead  of  executing  his  threats  againft  the  Eaftern  empire,  he  march- 
ed into  the  poor  and  favage  countries  of  Germany,  which  were  fub- 
jec~t  to  the  dominion  of  the  Franks.  After  two  doubtful  battles,  he 
confented  to  retire,  and  the  Auftrafian  king  relieved  the  diftrefe  of 
his  camp  with  an  immediate  fupply  of  corn  and  cattle  \  Such  re- 
peated difappointments  had  chilled  the  fpirit  of  the  Avars,  and  their 
power  would  have  diflblved  away  in  the  Sarmatian  defert,  if  the 
alliance  of  Alboin,  king  of  the  Lombards,  had  not  given  a  new  ob- 
ject to  their  arms,  and  a  lafting  fettlement  to  their  wearied  fortunes. 

While  Alboin  ferved  under  his  father's  ftandard,  he  encountered  Alboin,  kin 

of  the  Lom- 

in  battle,  and  tranfpierced  with  his  lance,  the  rival  prince  of  the  bards— his 
Gepidje.  The  Lombards,  who  applauded  fuch  early  prowefs,  re-  and°reveage 
quefted  his  father  with  unanimous  acclamations,  that  the  heroic 
youth,  who  had  fhared  the  dangers  of  the  field,  might  be  admitted 
to  the  feaft  of  victory.  "  You  are  not  unmindful,"  replied  the  in- 
flexible Audoin,  "  of  the  wife  cuftoms  of  our  anceftors.  What- 
"  ever  may  be  his  merit,  a  prince  is  incapable  of  fitting  at  table 
"  with  his  father  till  he  has  received  his  arms  from  a  foreign  and 
"  royal  hand."  Alboin  bowed  with  reverence  to  the  inftitutions  of 
his  country ;  felected  forty  companions,  and  boldly  vifited  the  court 
of  Turifund  king  of  the  Gepidas,  who  embraced  and  entertained, 
according  to  the  laws  of  hofpitality,  the  murderer  of  his  fon.  At 
the  banquet,  whilft  Alboin  occupied  the  feat  of  the  youth  whom  he 
had  flain,  a  tender  remembrance  arofe  in  the  mind  of  Turifund. 

6  For  thefe  characterise  fpeeches,  compare  blance,  that  theydrew  from  a  common  original, 

the  verfe  of  Corippus  (1.  iii.  25 1 — 401.)  with  7  For  the  Auftrafian  war,  fee  Menander 

the  profe  of  Menander  (Excerpt.  Legation.  (Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  uo.)»  Gregory  of  Tours 

p.  102,  103  ).    Their  diverfity  proves  that  (Hift.  Franc.  I.  iv.  c.  29. )>  an^  Pau'  the  dea- 

they  did  not  copy  each  other;  their  refem-  con  (de  Gelt.  Langobard.  1.  ii.  c.  10.). 

"  How 
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CHAP."  How  dear  is  that  place — how  hateful  is  that  perfon — "  were  the 

XLV. 

.  -  _  ■  words  that  efcaped,  with  a  figh,  from  the  indignant  father.  His 
grief  exafperated  the  national  refentment  of  the  Gepidas ;  and  Cuni~ 
mund,  his  furviving  fon,  was  provoked  by  wine,  or  fraternal  affection, 
to  the  defire  of  vengeance.    "  The' Lombards,"  faid  the  rude  Bar- 
barian, "  refemble,  in  figure  and  in  fmell,  the  mares  of  our  Sarmatian 
"  plains."    And  this  infult  was  a  coarfe  allufion  to  the  white  bands 
which  enveloped .  their  legs.    "  Add  another  refemblance,"  replied 
an  audacious  Lombard  ;  "  you  have  felt  how  ftrongly  they  kick. 
"  Vifit  the  plain  of  Asfeld,  and  feek  for  the  bones  of  thy  brother ; 
"  they  are  mingled  with  thofe  of  the  vileft  animals."    The  Gepidse, 
a  nation  of  warriors,  ftarted  from  their  feats,  and  the  fearlefs  Alboin, 
with  his  forty  companions,  laid  their  hands  on  their  fwords.  The 
tumult  was  appeafed  by  the  venerable  interpofition  of  Turifund. 
He  faved  his  own  honour,  and  the  life  of  his  gueft ;  and  after 
the  folemn  rites  of  inveftiture,    difmhTed   the   ftranger  in  the 
bloody  arms  of  his  fon;  the  gift  of  a  weeping  parent*  Alboin 
returned   in   triumph;    and  the  Lombards,  who  celebrated  his 
matchlefs  intrepidity,  were  compelled  to  praife  the  virtues  of  an 
enemy 8.     In  this  extraordinary  vifit  he  had  probably  feen  the 
daughter  of  Cunimund,  who  foon  after  afcended  the  throne  of 
the  Gepidse.     Her  name  was  Rofamond,  an  appellation  expref- 
five  of  female  beauty,  and  which  our  own  hiftory  or  romance 
has  confecrated  to  amorous  tales.    The  king  of  the  Lombards  (the 
father  of  Alboin  no  longer  lived)  was  contracted  to  the  grand- 
daughter of  Clovis;  but  the  reftraints  of  faith  and  policy  foon  yield- 
ed to  the  hope  of  poffeffing  the  fair  Rofamond,  and  of  infulting  her 
family  and  nation.    The  arts  of  perfuafion  were  tried  without  fuc- 
cefs ;  and  the  impatient  lover,  by  force  and  ftratagem,  obtained  the 

"  Paul  Warnefrid,  the  deacon  of  Friuli,  de    flcetched,  are  more  lively  and  faithful  than 
Gelt.  Langobard.  1.  i.  c.  23,  24.    His  pic-    thofe  of  Bede,  or  Gregory  of  Tours, 
tures  of  national  manners,  though  rudely 

10  object: 
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object  of  his  defires-.    War  was  the  confequence  which  he  forefaw  CHAP. 

XLV. 

and  folicited  ;  but  the  Lombards  could  not  long  withftand  the  furious        -.-  _p 
affault  of  the  Gepida*,  who  were  fuftained  by  a  Roman  army. 
And  as  the  offer  of  marriage  was  rejected  with  contempt,  Alboin 
was  compelled  to  relinquish  his  prey,  and  to  partake  of  the  difgrace 
which  he  had  inflicted  on  the  houfe  of  Cunimund9. 

When  a  public  quarrel  is  envenomed  by  private  injuries,  a  blow  The  Lom- 

.  -  .  bards  and 

that  is  not  mortal  or  decmve  can  be  productive  only  of  a  fhort  Avars  dertroy 

truce,  which  allows  the  unfuccefsful  combatant  to  fharpen  his  arms  kingdom  of* 

for  a  new  encounter.    The  ftrength  of  Alboin  had  been  found  un-  e^£* 

equal  to  the  gratification  of  his  love,  ambition,  and  revenge :  he 

condefcended  to  implore  the  formidable  aid  of  the  chagan ;  and  the 

arguments  that  he  employed  are  expreffive  of  the  art  and  policy 

of  the  Barbarians.     In  the  attack  of  the  Gepidae,  he  had  been 

prompted  by  the  juft  defire  of  extirpating  a  people  whom  their 

alliance  with  the  Roman  empire  had  rendered  the  common  enemies 

of  the  nations,  and  the  perfonal  adverfaries  of  the  chagan.    If  the 

forces  of  the  Avars  and  the  Lombards  mould  unite  in  this  glorious" 

quarrel,  the  victory  was  fecure,  and  the  reward  ineftimable :  the 

Danube,  the  Hebrus,  Italy,  and  Conftantinople,  would  be  expofed, 

without  a  barrier,  to  their  invincible  arms.    But  if  they  hefitated 

or  delayed  to  prevent  the  malice  of  the  Romans,  the  fame  fpirit 

which  had  infulted,  would  purfue  the  Avars  to  the  extremity  of 

the  earth.    Thefe  fpecious  reafons  were  heard  by  the  chagan  with 

coldnefs  and  difdain :  he  detained  the  Lombard  ambaffadors  in  his 

camp,  protracted  the  negociation,  and  by  turns  alleged  his  want  of 

inclination,  or  his  want  of  ability,  to  undertake  this  important  en- 

terprife.    At  length  he  fignified  the  ultimate  price  of  his  alliance,, 

that  the  Lombards  mould  immediately  prefent  him  with  the  tythe  of 


9  The  ftory  is  told  by  an  impoflor  (Theo-  art  enough  to  build  his  fiftions  on  public  and 
phyladl.  Simocat.  1.  vi.  c.  10.) ;  but  he  had    notorious  fafts. 

their 
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C  vr  1/  P"  their  cattle  j  that  the  fpoils  and  captives  fhould  be  equally  divided  ; 

but  that  the  lands  of  the  Gepidse  fhould  become  the  fole  patrimony 
of  the  Avars.  Such  hard  conditions  were  eagerly  accepted  by  the 
pafTions  of  Alboin;  and  as  the  Romans  were  diflatisfied' with  the 
ingratitude  and  perfidy  of  the  Gepidae,  Juftin  abandoned  that  in- 
corrigible people  to  their  fate,  and  remained  the  tranquil  fpectator 
of  this  unequal  conflict.  The  defpair  of  Cunimund  was  active  and 
dangerous.  He  was  informed  that  the  Avars  had  entered  his  con- 
fines; but  on  the  ftrong  afTurance,  that,  after  the  defeat  of  the 
Lombards,  thefe  foreign  invaders  would  eafily  be  repelled,  he 
ruined  forwards  to  encounter  the  implacable  enemy  of  his  name 
and  family.  But  the  courage  of  the  Gepidaz  could  fecure  them  no 
more  than  an  honourable  death.  The  braveft  of  the  nation  fell  in 
the  field  of  battle  ;  the  king  of  the  Lombards  contemplated  with 
delight  the  head  of  Cunimund,  and  his  fkull  was  fafhioned  into  a 
cup  to  fatiate  the  hatred  of  the  conqueror,  or,  perhaps,  to  comply 
with  the  the  favage  cuftom  of  his  country10.  After  this  victory, 
no  farther  obftacle  could  impede  the  progrefs  of  the  confederates, 
and  they  faithfully  executed  the  terms  of  their  agreement".  The 
fair  countries  of  Walachia,  Moldavia,  Tranfylvania,  and  the  parts 
of  Hungary  beyond  the  Danube,  were  occupied,  without  refiftance, 
by  a  new  colony  of  Scythians ;  and  the  Dacian  empire  of  the 
chagans  fubfifted  with  fplendour  above  two  hundred  and  thirty 
years.  The  nation  of  the  Gepidae  was  diflblved ;  but  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  the  captives,  the  flaves  of  the  Avars  were  lefs  fortunate 
than  the  companions  of  the  Lombards,  whofe  generofity  adopted  a 

10  It  appears  from  Strabo,  Pliny,  and  Am-  was  preferred  above  two  hundred  years  among 
mianus  Marcellinus,  that  the  fame  practice  the  Lombards ;  and  Paul  himfelf  was  one  of 
was  common  among  the  Scythian  tribes  (Mu-  the  guefts  to  whom  duke  Ratchis  exhibited 
ratori,  Scriptores  Rer.  Italic,  torn.  i.  p.  424.)-  this  cup  on  a  high  feftival  (I.  ii.  c.  28.). 
The  fcalps  pf  North  America  are  likewife  11  Paul,  1.  i.  c.  27.  Menander,  in  Ex- 
trophies of  valour.  The  Ikull  of  Cunimund  cerpt.  Legat.  p.  no,  III. 

12  valiant 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


425 


valiant  foe,  and  whofe  freedom  was  incompatible  with  cool  and  CHAP. 

deliberate  tyranny.    One  moiety  of  the  fpoil  introduced  into  the  <  -  ^ 

camp  of  Alboin  more  wealth  than  a  Barbarian  could  readily  com- 
pute. The  fair  Rofamond  was  perfuaded,  or  compelled,  to  acknow- 
ledge the  rights  of  her  victorious  lover ;  and  the  daughter  of  Cuni- 
mund  appeared  to  forgive  thofe  crimes  which  might  be  imputed  to 
her  own  irrefiftible  charms. 

The  deftruttion  of  a  mighty  kingdom  eftabliihed  the  fame  of  A!bo;n  un- 

0     '  0  dertakes  tha 

Alboin.  In  the  days  of  Charlemagne,  the  Bavarians,  the  Saxons,  conqu^ft  of 
and  the  other  tribes  of  the  Teutonic  language,  ftill  repeated  the  a.  D.  567. 
fongs  which  defcribed  the  heroic  virtues,  the  valour,  liberality,  and 
fortune  of  the  king  of  tbe  Lombards  '\  But  his  ambition  was  yet 
unfatisfied  ;  and  the  conqueror  of  the  Gepidse  turned  his  eyes  from 
the  Danube  to  the  richer  banks  of  the  Po  and  the  Tyber.  Fifteen  years 
had  not  elapfed,  fince  his  fubjec"ts,  the  confederates  of  Narfes,  had 
vifited  the  pleafant  climate  of  Italy :  the  mountains,  the  rivers,  the 
highways,  were  familiar  to  their  memory  :  the  report  of  their  fuccefs, 
perhaps  the  view  of  their  fpoils,  had  kindled  in  the  rifing  genera- 
tion the  flame  of  emulation  and  enterprife.  Their  hopes  were 
encouraged  by  the  fpirit  and  eloquence  of  Alboin  ;  and  it  is  affirmed, 
that  he  fpoke  to  their  fenfes,  by  producing,  at  the  royal  feaft,  the 
faireft  and  mod  exquifite  fruits  that  grew  fpontaneoufly  in  the 
garden  of  the  world.  No  fooner  had  he  erected  his  ftandard,  than 
the  native  ftrength  of  the  Lombards  was  multiplied  by  the  ad-  . 
venturous  youth  of  Germany  and  Scythia.    The  robuft  peafantry  of 

11  Ut  hadenus  etiam  tarn  apud  Bajoario-  fcribed  by  Charlemagne.  Barbara  et  anti- 
rum  gentem,  quam  et  Saxonum  fed  et  alios  quiffima  carmina,  quibus  veteran)  regum  adus 
ejufdem  Unguis  homines  ....  in  eorum  car-  et  bella  canebantur  fcripfit  memorixque  im~- 
minibus  celebretur.  Paul,  1.  i.  c.  27.  He  davit  (Eginard,  in  Vit.  Carol  Magn.  c.  29. 
died  A.  D.  799  (Muratori,  in  Prxfat.  torn.  i.  p.  130,  131.).  The  poems,  which  Goldait 
p.  397.).  Thefe  German  fongs,  fome  of  commends  (Animadvcrf. ad  Eginard.  p.  207.), 
which  might  be  as  old  as  Tacitus  (de  Mori-  appear  to  be  recent  and  contemptible  ro- 
bus  Germ.  c.  2.),  were  -compiled  and  tran-  mances. 

Vol.  IV.  3  I  Noricum 
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CHAP.  Noricum  and  Pannonia  had  refumed  the  manners  of  Barbarians; 

w— — v— — '  and  the  names  of  the  Gepidae,  Bulgarians,  Sarmatians,  and  Bava- 
rians, may  be  diftinclly  traced  in  the  provinces  of  Italy'3.  Of  the 
Saxons,  the  old  allies  of  the  Lombards,  twenty  thoufand  warriors, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  accepted  the  invitation  of  Alboin. 
Their  bravery  contributed  to  his  fuccefs;  but  the  acceffion  or  the 
abfence  of  their  numbers  was  not  fenfibly  felt  in  the  magnitude  of 
his  hoft.  Every  mode  of  religion  was  freely  practifed  by  its  re- 
fpeclive  votaries.  The  king  of  the  Lombards  had  been  educated  in 
the  Arian  herefy ;  but  the  Catholics,  in  their  public  worfhip,  were 
allowed  to  pray  for  his  converfion ;  while  the  more  ftubborn  Bar- 
barians facrifitced  a  fhe-goat,  or  perhaps  a  captive,  to  the  gods  of 
their  fathers  '*.  The  Lombards,  and  their  confederates,  were  united 
by  their  common  attachment  to  a  chief,  who  excelled  in  all  the 
virtues  and  vices  of  a  favage  hero;  and  the  vigilance  of  Alboin 
provided  an  ample  magazine  of  ofFenfive  and  defenfive  arms  for 
the  ufe  of  the  expedition.  The  portable  wealth  of  the  Lombards 
attended  the  march ;  their  lands  they  cheerfully  relinquished  to  the 
Avars,  on  the  folemn  promife,  which  was  made  and  accepted  with- 
out a  fmile,  that  if  they  failed  in  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  thefe  volun- 
tary exiles  mould  be  reinftated  in  their  former  pofleffions. 

Difaffedion       They  might  have  failed,  if  Narfes  had  been  the  antagonift  of  the 

Narfes!th0f  Lombards;  and  the  veteran  warriors,  the  aflbciates  of  his  Gothic 
victory,  would  have  encountered  with  reluctance  an  enemy  whom 
they  dreaded  and  efteemed.  But  the  weaknefs  of  the  Byzantine 
court  was  fubfervient  to  the  Barbarian  caufe;  and  it  was  for  the  ruin 

*3  The  other  nations  are  rehearfed  by  Paul  c  27,  28.  apud  Baron.  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.D» 

(1.  ii.  c.  6.  26.).    Muratori  (Antichita  Ita-  579,  N°  10,),  fuppofes  that  they  Iikewife  a- 

liane,  torn.  i.  difTert.  i.  p.  4.)  has  discovered  dored  this  lhe-goat.    I  know  but  of  one  reli- 

the  village  of  the  Bavarians,  three  miles  from  gion  in  which  the  god  and  the  viftim  are  the 

Modena.  fame. 

14  Gregory  the  Roman   (Dialog.  1.  iii. 

Of 
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of  Italy,  that  the  emperor  once  liftened  to  the  complaints  of  his  fub-  c  H  A  p. 

jects.    The  virtues  of  Narfes  were  ftained  with  avarice  ;  and  in  his  <  — > 

provincial  reign  of  fifteen  years,  he  accumulated  a  treafure  of  gold 
and  filver  which  furpaffed  the  modefty  of  a  private  fortune.  His 
government  was  opprefiive  or  unpopular,  and  the  general  difcontent 
was  exprefied  with  freedom  by  the  deputies  of  Rome.  Before  the 
throne  of  Juftin  they  boldly  declared,  that  their  Gothic  fervitude 
had  been  more  tolerable  than  the  defpotifm  of  a  Greek  eunuch; 
and  that,  unlefs  their  tyrant  were  inftantly  removed,  they  would 
confult  their  own  happinefs  in  the  choice  of  a  mafter.  The  ap- 
prehenfion  of  a  revolt  was  urged  by  the  voice  of  envy  and  de- 
traction, which  had  fo  recently  triumphed  over  the  merit  of  Belifa- 
rius.  A  new  exarch,  Longinus,  was  appointed  to  fuperfede  the 
conqueror  of  Italy,  and  the  bafe  motives  of  his  recall  were  revealed 
in  the  infulting  mandate  of  the  emprefs  Sophia,  "  that  he  mould 
"  leave  to  men  the  exercife  of  arms,  and  return  to  his  proper  ftation 
"  among  the  maidens  of  the  palace,  where  a  diftafF  mould  be  again 
"  placed  in  the  hand  of  the  eunuch."  "  I  will  fpin  her  fuch  a 
w  thread,  as  fhe  mall  not  eafily  unravel  I"  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
reply  which  indignatipn  and  confcious  virtue  extorted  from  the 
hero.  Inftead  of  attending,  a  flave  and  a  victim,  at  the  gate  of  the 
Byzantine  palace,  he  retired  to  Naples,  from  whence  (if  any  credit  is 
due  to  the  belief  of  the  times)  Narfes  invited  the  Lombards  to 
chaftife  the  ingratitude  of  the  prince  and  people'5.  But  the  paffions 
of  the  people  are  furious  and  changeable,  and  the  Romans  foon 

15  The  charge  of  the  deacon  again R  Nar-  Elancus  (Script.  Rerum  Italic,  torn.  i.  p.  427, 

fes  (1.  ii.  c  5.)  may  be  groundless;  but  the  428.)  and  Philip  Argelatus  (Sigon.  Opera, 

weak  apology  of  the  cardinal  (Baron.  An-  torn.  ii.  p.  11,  12.).    The  Narfes  who  allifr- 

nal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  567,  N°  8 — 1 2.)  is  reject-  ed  at  the  coronation  of  Jullin  (Corippus, 

ed  by  the  beft  critics — Pagi  (torn.  ii.  p.  639,  1.  iii.  221.)  is  clearly  underllood  to  be  a  dif- 

640.),  Muratori  (Annali  d'ltalia,  torn.  v.  ferent  perfon. 
p.  160 — 163.),  and  the  laft  editors,  Horatius 

3  I  2  -  recol- 
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c      f  p-  recollected  the  merits,  or  dreaded  the  refentment,  of  their  victorious 

'  1  '  general.    By  the  mediation  of  the  pope,  who  undertook  a  fpecial 

pilgrimage  to  Naples,  their  repentance  was  accepted;  and  Narfes, 
affuming  a  milder  afpect  and  a  more  dutiful  language,  confented  to 
fix  his  refidence  in.  the  Capitol.  His  death  ,s,  though  in  the  extreme 
period  of  old  age,  was  unfeafonable  and  premature,  fince  his  genius 
alone  could  have  repaired  the  lad  and  fatal  error  of  his  life.  The 
reality,  or  the  fufpicion,  of  a  confpiracy  difarmed  and  difunited  the 
Italians.  The  foldicrs  refented  the  difgrace,  and  bewailed  the  lofs  of 
their  general.  They  were  ignorant  of  their  new  exarch;  and  Lon- 
ginus  was  himfelf  ignorant  of  the  ftate  of  the  army  and  the  pro- 
vince. In  the  preceding  years  Italy  had  been  defolated  by  peftilence- 
and  famine,  and  a  difaffe&ed  people  afcribed  the  calamities  of  Nature 
to  the  guilt  or  folly  of  their  rulers'7. 
Conqueftof       Whatever  might  be  the  grounds  of  his  fecurity,  Alboin  neither 

a  great  part 

of  itaiybythe  expected  nor  encountered  a  Roman  army  in  the  field.  He  afcended 
°a""d.S'  the  Julian  Alps,  and  looked  down  with  contempt  and  defire  on  the 
5-68—570.  £.uitfu|  piains  to  which  his  victory  communicated  the  perpetual  ap- 
pellation of  Lombardy.  A  faithful  chieftain,  and  a  feledt  band,, 
were  Rationed  at  Forum  Julii,  the  modern  Frbli,  to  guard  the  partes 
of  the  mountains.  The  Lombards  refpected  the  ftrength  of  Pavia,. 
and  liftened  to  the  prayers  of  the  Trevifans  :  their  flow  and  heavy 
multitudes  proceeded  to  occupy  the  palace  and  city  of  Verona  ;  and' 
Milan,  now  rifing  from  her  aih.es,  was  inverted  by  the  powers  of 
Alboin  five  months  after  his  departure  from  Pannonia.    Terror  pre- 

16  The  death  of  Narfes  is  mentioned  by  his  exploits  were  performed  at  fourfrore  ? 
Paul,  L  in  c.  11.    Anaftaf.  in  /it.  johan.        11  The  defign«  of  Naries  and  of  the  Lom- 

iii.  p  43.    Agnellus,  Liber  Pontifical.  Ra-  bards  for  the  invaiion  of  ItaU  are  expofed  in.' 

ven.  in  Script.  Rer.  Jtalicarum,    torn.  ii.  the  laft  chapter  of  the  firft  book,  and  the  fe- 

part  i.  p.  114.  124.     Yet  I   cannot   be-  ven  firft  ch  ipters  of  the  fecond  book,  of  Paul: 

lieve  with  Agnellus  that  Narfes  was  ninety-  the  deacon, 
five  years  of  age.    is  it  probable  that  all 

2  ceded 
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ceded  his  march  ;  he  found  every  where,  or  he  left,  a  dreary  foli-  CHAP. 

tude;  and  the  pufillanimous  Italians  prefumed,  without  a  trial,  that  <  — * 

the  ftranger  was  invincible.  Efcaping  to  lakes,  or  rocks,  or  morafles, 
the  affrighted  crowds  concealed  fome  fragments  of  their  wealth,  and 
delayed  the  moment  of  their  fervitude.  Paulinus,  the  patriarch  of 
Aquileia,  removed  his  treafures,  fa'cred  and  profane,  to  the  ifle  of 
Grado18,  and  his  fucceffors  were  adopted  by  the  infant  republic  of 
Venice,  which  was  continually  enriched  by  the  public  calamities. 
Honoratus,  who  filled  the  chair  of  St.  Ambrofe,  had  creduloufly  ac- 
cepted the  faithlefs  offers  of  a  capitulation  ;  and  the  archbifhop,  with 
the  clergy  and  nobles  of  Milan,  were  driven  by  the  perfidy  of  Alboin 
to  feek  a  refuge  in  the  lefs  acceffible  ramparts  of  Genoa.  Along  the 
maritime  coaft,  the  courage  of  the  inhabitants  was  fupported  by  the 
facility  of  fupply,  the  hopes  of  relief,  and  the  power  of  efcape  ;  but 
from  the  Trentine  hills  to  the  gates  of  Ravenna  and  Rome,  the  in- 
land regions  of  Italy  .became,  without  a  battle  or  a  fiege,  the  lafting 
patrimony  of  the  Lombards.  The  fubmiflion  of  the  people  invited 
the  Barbarian  to  affume  the  character  of  a  lawful  fovereign,  and  the 
helplefs  exarch  was  confined  to  the  office  of  announcing  to  the  em- 
peror Juftin,  the  rapid  and  irretrievable  lofs  of  his  provinces  and 
cities'9.  One  city,  which  had  been  diligently  fortified  by  the  Goths, 
refilled  the  arms  of  a  new  invader ;  and  while  Italy  was  fubdued  by 
the  flying  detachments  of  the  Lombards,  the  royal  camp  was  fixed 
above  three  years  before  the  weftern  gate  of  Ticinum,  or  Pavia.  The 

18  Which  from  this  tranflation  was  called  maffin,  Difcipline  de  !'Eglife,  torn.  i.  p.  156, 
New  Aquileia  (Chron.  Ver.et.  p.  3,).  The  157.  161 — 165.  Amelot  de  la  Houfl'aye, 
pa  narch  of  Grado  foon  became  the  hrft  ci-  Gouvernment  de  Venife,  torn.  i.  p.  256  —  26  r . 
tizex!  of  the  republic  (p.  9,  Sir.),  but  his  feat  19  Paul  has  given  a  defcription  cf  Jtaly,  as 
was  not  removed  to  Venice  till  the  year  14.50.  irwas  then  divided  into  eighteen  regions  (l.ii. 
He  is  now  decorated  with  titles  and  honturs;  c.  14  —  24.)-  The  Differtatic  Chorographica 
but  the  genius  of  the  church  has  bowed  to  de  Italia  Medii  ^vi,  by  Father  Beretti,  a  Be- 
that  of  the  ltate,  and  the  government  of  a  nedi&ine  monk,  and  regius  profeffor  at  Pa- 
Catholic  city  is  ItiicUy  preibyterian.    Tho-  via,  has  been  ufetully  conlulted. 

lame: 
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C  vi  v  P'  ^ame  courage  which  obtains  the  efteem  of  a  civilifed  enemy,  pro- 

A  Li  V  • 

^ — w — ~*  vokes  the  fury  of  a  favage,  and  the  impatient  befieger  had  bound 
himfelf  by  a  tremendous  oath,  that  age,  and  fex,  and  dignity,  mould 
be  confounded  in  a  general  maflacre.  The  aid  of  famine  at  length 
enabled  him  to  execute  his  bloody  vow ;  but  as  Alboin  entered  the 
gate,  his  horfe  ftumbled,  fell,  and  could  not  be  railed  from  the 
ground.  One  of  his  attendants  was  prompted  by  companion,  or 
piety,  to  interpret  this  miraculous  fign  of  the  wrath  of  heaven :  the 
conqueror  paufed  and  relented ;  he  fheathed  his  lword,  and,  peace- 
fully repofing  himfelf  in  the  palace  of  Theodoric,  proclaimed  to  the 
trembling  multitude,  that  they  mould  live  and  obey.  Delighted 
with  the  fituation  of  a  city,  which  was  endeared  to  his  pride  by  the 
difficulty  of  the  purchafe,  the  prince  of  the  Lombards  difdained  the 
ancient  glories  of  Milan  ;  and  Pavia,  during  fome  ages,  was  refpected 
as  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Italy 10. 
Alboin  is  The  reign  of  the  founder  was  fplendid  and  tranfient ;  and  before 
hiswiefeed  by  he  could  regulate  his  new  conquefts,  Alboin  fell  a  facrifice  to  do- 
a!  d™^',  meftic  treafon  and  female  revenge.  In  a  palace  near  Verona,  which 
June  28.  ^ad  not  been  erected  for  the  Barbarians,  he  feafted  the  companions 
of  his  arms :  intoxication  was  the  reward  of  valour,  and  the  king 
himfelf  was  tempted  by  appetite,  or  vanity,  to  exceed  the  ordinary 
meafure  of  his  intemperance.  After  draining  many  capacious  bowls 
of  Rhsetian  or  Falernian  wine,  he  called  for  the  fkull  of  Cunimund, 
the  nobleft  and  moft  precious  ornament  of  his  fideboard.  The  cup 
of  vi&ory  was  accepted  with  horrid  applaufe  by  the  circle  of  the 
Lombard  chiefs.  "  Fill  it  again  with  wine,"  exclaimed  the  inhu- 
man conqueror,  "  fill  it  to  the  brim  ;  carry  this  goblet  to  the  queen, 

20  For  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  fee  the  ori-    i9-)»  an^  tne  corred  and  critical  review  of 
ginal  materials  of  Paul  (1.  ii.  c.  7 — 10.12.14.    Muratori  (Annali  d'ltalia,  torn.  v.  p.  164 — 
25,  26,  27.),  the  eloquent  narrative  of  Sigo-  180.). 
nius  (com.  ii.  de  Regno  Italia:,  1.  i.  p.  13 — 

"  and 
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**  and  requeft  in  my  name  that  (he  would  rejoice  with  her  father."  c      A  p. 

In  an  agony  of  grief  and  rage,  Rofamond  had  ftrength  to  utter,  "  Let  <  ^— — ' 

11  the  will  of  rny  lord  be  obeyed  !"  and  touching  it  with  her  lipsy 
pronounced  a  filent  imprecation,  that  the  infult  mould  be  warned 
away  in  the  blood  of  Alboin.  Some  indulgence  might  be  due  to 
the  refentment  of  a  daughter,  if  me  had  not  already  violated  the 
duties  of  a  wife.  Implacable  in  her  enmity,  or  inconftant  in  her 
love,  the  queen  of  Italy  had  ftooped  from  the  throne  to  the  arms 
of  a  fubject,  and  Helmichis,  the  king's  armour-bearer,  was  the  fe- 
cret  minitter  of  her  pleafure  and  revenge.  Againft  .the  propofal  of 
the  murder,  he  could  no  longer  urge  the  fcruples  of  fidelity  or  grati- 
tude ;  but  Helmichis  trembled,  when  he  revolved  the  danger  as 
well  as  the  guilt,  when  he  recollected  the  matchlefs  ftrength  and 
intrepidity  of  a  warrior,  whom  he  had  fo  often  attended  in  the  field 
of  battle.  He  preffed,  and  obtained,  that  one  of  the  braveft  cham- 
pions of  the  Lombards  mould  be  aflbciated  to  the  enterprife,  but  no 
more  than  a  promife  of  fecrecy  could  be  drawn  from  the  gallant 
Peredeus ;  and  the  mode  of  feduction  employed  by  Rofamond  be- 
trays her  fhamelefs  infenfibility  both  to  honour  and  love.  She  fup- 
plied  the  place  of  one  of  her  female  attendants  who  was  beloved  by 
Peredeus,  and  contrived  fome  excufe  for  darknefs  and  filence,  till 
fhe  could  inform  her  companion  that  he  had  enjoyed  the  queen  of 
the  Lombards,  and  that  his  own  death,  or  the  death  of  Alboin,  muft 
be  the  confequence  of  fuch  treafonable  adultery.  In  this  alternative, 
he  chofe  rather  to  be  the  accomplice  than  the  victim  of  Rofamond 
whofe  undaunted  fpirit  was  incapable  of  fear  or  remorfe.  She  ex- 
pected, and  foon  found  a  favourable  moment,  when  the  king,  op- 

11  The  claflical  reader  will  recollect  the  ferve  as  the  excufe  of  Peredeus ;  and  this  foft 

wife  and  murder  of  Candaules,  fo  agreeably  infinuaticn  of  an  odious  idea  has  been  imi- 

told  in  the  firft  book  of  Herodotus.    The  tated  by  the  bell  writers  of  antiquity  (Gra;- 

choice  of  Gyges,  atfurcu  cevns  vi^wm,  may  vius,  ad  Ciceron.  Orat.  pro  Milone,  c.  10.). 

I  prefied 
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CHAP.  prefTed  with  wine,  had  retired  from  the  table  to  his  afternoon  Hum- 

-w  '  bers.    His  faithlefs  fpoufe  was  anxious  for  his  health  and  repofe : 

the  gates  of  the  palace  were  fhut,  the  arms  removed,  the  attendants 
difmiffed,  and  Rofamond,  after  lulling  him  to  reft  by  her  tender 
carefTes,  unbolted  the  chamber-door,  and  urged  the  reluctant  con- 
fpirators  to  the  inftant  execution  of  the  deed.  On  the  firft  alarm, 
the  warrior  ftarted  from  his  couch  ;  his  fword,  which  he  attempted 
to  draw,  had  been  fattened  to  the  fcabbard  by  the  hand  of  Rofa- 
mond ;  and  a  fmall  ftool,  his  only  weapon,  could  not  long  protect 
him  from  the  fpears  of  the  afTaflins.  The  daughter  of  Cunimond 
fmiled  in  his  fall ;  his  body  was  buried  under  the  flair-cafe  of  the 
palace,  and  the  grateful  pofterity  of  the  Lombards  revered  the  tomb 
and  the  memory  of  their  victorious  leader. 
Her  flight  The  ambitious  Rofamond  afpired  to  reign  in  the  name  of  her 
aad  death.  }over.  the  city  and  palace  of  Verona  were  awed  by  her  power,  and 
a  faithful  band  of  her  native  Gepidse  was  prepared  to  applaud  the 
revenge,  and  to  fecond  the  wifhes,  of  their  fovereign.  But  the  Lom- 
bard chiefs,  who  fled  in  the  firft  moments  of  confternation  and  dis- 
order, had  refumed  their  courage  and  collected  their  powers;  and 
the  nation,  inftead  of  fubmitting  to  her  reign,  demanded  with  unani- 
mous cries,  that  juftice  mould  be  executed  on  the  guilty  fpoufe  and 
the  murderers  of  their  king.  She  fought  a  refuge  among  the  ene- 
mies of  her  country,  and  a  criminal  who  deferved  the  abhorrence  of 
mankind  was  protected  by  the  felfifh  policy  of  the  exarch.  With 
her  daughter,  the  heirefs  of  the  Lombard  throne,  her  two  lovers, 
her  trufty  Gepidse,  and  the  fpoils  of  the  palace  of  Verona,  Rofa- 
mond defcended  the  Adige  and  the  Po,  and  was  tranfported  by  a 
Greek,  veffel  to  the  fafe  harbour  of  Ravenna.  Longinus  beheld  with 
delight  the  charms  and  the  treafures  of  the  widow  of  Alboin  :  her 
fituation  and  her  paft  conduct:  might  juftify-  the  moft  licentious  pro- 

pofals ; 
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pofals ;  and  me  readily  liftened  to  the  paffion  of  a  minifter,  who,  CHAP, 
even  in  the  decline  of  the  empire,  was  refpected  as  the  equal  of  » — 
kings.  The  death  of  a  jealous  lover  was  an  eafy  and  grateful  fa- 
crifice,  and  as  Helmichis  ifTued  from  the  bath,  he  received  the 
deadly  potion  from  the  hand  of  his  miftrefs.  The  tafte  of  the 
liquor,  its  fpeedy  operation,  and  his  experience  of  the  character  of 
Rofamond,  convinced  him  that  he  was  poifoned :  he  pointed  his  dagger 
to  her  bread,  compelled  her  to  drain  the  remainder  of  the  cup,  and 
expired  in  a  few  minutes,  with  the  confolation,  that  fhe  could  not 
furvive  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  her  wickednefs.  The  daughter  of  Alboin 
and  Rofamond,  with  the  richeft  fpoils  of  the  Lombards,  was  embarked 
for  Conftantinople  ;  the  furprifing  ftrength  of  Peredeus  amufed  and 
terrified  the  Imperial  court  :  his  blindnefs  and  revenge  exhibited  an 
imperfect  copy  of  the  adventures  of  Sampfon.    By  the  free  furFrage  Clepho,  king 

.         .  n,  r  of  the  Lom- 

of  the  nation,  in  the  affembly  of  Pavia,   Clepho,   one  of  their  bards, 

A.  D.  --? 

nobleft  chiefs,  was  ele&ed  as  the  fucceffor  of  Alboin.  Before  the  Auguft!' 
end  of  eighteen  months,  the  throne  was  polluted  by  a  fecond  mur- 
der; Clepho  was  ftabbed  by  the  hand  of  a  domeftic;  the  regal  office 
was  fufpended  above  ten  years,  during  the  minority  of  his  fon 
Autharis  ;  and  Italy  was  divided  and  oppreffed  by  a  ducal  ariftocracy 
of  thirty  tyrants'1. 

When  the  nephew  of  Juftinian  afcended  the  throne,  he  proclaim-  Weaknefsof 
ed  a  new  sera  of  happinefs  and  glory.    The  annals  of  the  fecond  JuIHn.P 
Juftin13  are  marked  with  difgrace  abroad  and  mifery  at  home.  In 
the  Weft,  the  Roman  empire  was  afflicted  by  the  lofs  of  Italy,  the 
defolation  of  Africa,  and  the  conquefts  of  the  Perfians.  Injuftice 

**  See  the  hiftory  of  Paul,  1.  ii.  c.  2S —       13  The  original  authors  for  the  reign  of 

52.    I  have  borrowed  fome  interefting  cir-  Judin  the  younger,  are  Evagrius,  Hift.  Ec- 

cumftances  from  the  Liber  Pen tificalis  of  Ag-  clef.  1.  v.  c.  1  —  12.    Theophanes,  in  Chro- 

nellus,  in  Script.  Rer.  Ical.  torn.  ii.  p.  124.  nograph.  p.  204  —  210.     Zonsras,  torn.  ii. 

Of  all  chronological  guides,  Murateri  ik  the  I.  xiv.  p.  70 — 72.    Cedrenus,  in  Compcnd. 

fafeft.  P-  538  —  392. 

Vol.  IV.  3  K  prevailed 
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CHAP,  prevailed  both  in  the  capital  and  the  provinces;  the  rich  trembled 

i ,  —y  >  for  their  property,  the  poor  for  their  fafety,  the  ordinary  magiftrates 

were  ignorant  or  venal,  the  occafional  remedies  appear  to  have  been 
arbitrary  and  violent,  and  the  complaints  of  the  people  could  no 
longer  be  filenced  by  the  fplendid  names  of  a  legiflator  and  a  con- 
queror. The  opinion  which  imputes  to  the  prince  all  the  calamities 
of  his  times,  may  be  countenanced  by  the  hiftorian  as  a  ferious 
truth  or  a  falutary  prejudice.  Yet  a  candid  fufpicion  will  arife,  that 
that  fentiments  of  Juftin  were  pure  and  benevolent,  and  that  he 
might  have  filled  his  ftation  without  reproach,  if  the  faculties  of  his 
mind  had  not  been  impaired  by  difeafe,  which  deprived  the  em- 
peror of  the  ufe  of  his  feet,  and  confined  him  to  the  palace,  a  ftranger 
to  the  complaints  of  the  people  and  the  vices  of  the  government. 
The  tardy  knowledge  of  his  own  impotence  determined  him  to  lay 
down  the  weight  of  the  diadem;  and  in  the  choice  of  a  worthy  fub- 
ftitute,  he  fhewed  fome  fymptoms  of  a  difcerning  and  even  magna- 
nimous fpirit.  The  only  fon  of  Juftin  and  Sophia  died  in  his  in- 
fancy: their  daughter  Arabia  was  the  wife  of  Baduarius24  fuper- 
intendant  of  the  palace,  and  afterwards  commander  of  the  Italian 
armies,  who  vainly  afpired  to  confirm  the  rights  of  marriage  by 
thofe  of  adoption.  While  the  empire  appeared  an  object  of  defire, 
Juftin  was  accuftomed  to  behold  with  jealoufy  and  hatred  his  bro- 
thers and  coufinsj  the  rivals  of  his  hopes ;  nor  could  he  depend  on 
the  gratitude  of  thofe  who  would  accept  the  purple  as  a  reftitution, 
rather  than  a  gift.  Of  thefe  competitors,  one  had  been  removed 
by  exile,  and  afterwards  by  death  ;  and  the  emperor  hiinfelf  had 

i+Difpofitorquenovusfacra;BaduariusauLe.  as  early  as  the  i.\th  century;  and  if  their  de- 

Succeflbr  foceri  mox  fadlus  Cura-palati.  fcent  be  admitted,  no  kings  in  Europe  can 

Corippus.  produce  a  pedigree  fo  ancient  and  illuftrious-. 

Baduarius  is  enumerated  among  the  defcend-  Ducange,  Fam.  Eyzantin.  p.  99.  Amelot 

ants  and  allies  of  the  houfe  of  Juftinian.    A  de  la  Houffaye,  Gouvernement  de  Venife, 

family  of  noble  Venetians  (Cafa  Badoero)  torn.  ii.  p.  555. 
built  churchei  and  gave  dukes  to  the  republic 

1 8  inflicted 
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inflicted  fuch  cruel  infults  on  another,  that  he  muft  either  dread  c  H  A  p. 

XLiV. 

his  refentment  or  defpife  his  patience.     This  domeftic  animofity  <— — M— ^ 
was  refined  into  a  generous  refolution  of  feeking  a  fucceflbr,  not  in 
his  family,  but  in  the  republic :  and  the  artful   Sophia  recom- 
mended Tiberius15,  his  faithful  captain  of  the  guards,  whofe  virtues 
and  fortune  the  emperor  might  cherifh  as  the  fruit  of  his  judicious 
choice.    The  ceremony  of  his  elevation  to  the  rank  of  Cazfar,  or  Afibciation 
Auguftus,  was  performed  in  the  portico  of  the  palace,  in  the  pre-  A.  D.574/ 
fence  of  the  patriarch  and  the  fenate.   Juftin  collected  the  remaining  Decembei% 
llrength  of  his  mind  and  body,  but  the  popular  belief  that  his  fpeech 
was  infpired  by  the  Deity,  betrays  a  very  humble  opinion  both  of 
the  man  and  cf  the  times".    "  You  behold,"  faid  the  emperor, 
"  the  enfigns  of  fupreme  power.    You  are  about  to  receive  them 
"  not  from  my  hand,  but  from  the  hand  of  God.    Honour  them, 
*'  and  from  them  you  will  derive  honour.    Refpect  the  emprefs 
"  your  mother;  you  are  now  her  fon,  before,  you  were  her  fervant. 
"  Delight  not  in  blood,  abftain  from  revenge,  avoid  thofe  actions 
"  by  which  I  have  incurred  the  public  hatred,  and  confult  the  ex- 
"  perience  rather  than  the  example  of  your  predeceffor.    As  a  man, 
"  I  have  finned ;  as  a  finner,  even  in  this  life  I  have  been  feverely 
"  punifhed:  but  thefe  fervants  (and  he  pointed  to  his  minifters), 
"  who  have  abufed  my  confidence,  and  inflamed  my  paflions,  will 
"  appear  with  me  before  the  tribunal  of  Ghrift.    I  have  been 
"  dazzled  by  the  fplendour  of  the  diadem:  be  thou  wife  and  modeft; 
"  remember  what  you  have  been,  remember  what  you  are.  You 

15  The  praiie  believed  on  princes  before  proach  to  his  minifters.   He  applies  this  fpeech 

their  elevation,  is  the  pureft  and  moll  weighty,  to  the  ceremony  when  Tiberius  was  inverted 

Corippus  has  celebrated  Tiberius  at  the  time  with  the  rank  of  Ccefar.    The  loofe  expref- 

of  the  accefiion  of  juftin  (1.  i.  212 — 222.).  Yet  Con,  rather  than  the  pofitive  error,  of  Theo- 

even  a  captain  of  the  guards  might  attraft  the  phanes,  &c.  has  delayed  it  to  his  Augujian  in- 

£attery  of  an  African  exile.  veftiture,  immediately  before  the  death  of 

%<'  Evagrius  (l.v.  c.  13.)  has  added  there-  Juftin. 

3  K  2  "  fee 
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C  XLV  P'  "       arounc*  us  your  Aaves  and  your  children ;  with  the  authority, 
v— u  affume  the  tendernefs,  of  a  parent.    Love  your  people  like  your- 
H  lelf ;  cultivate  the  affections,  maintain  the  difcipline  of  the  army: 
"  protect  the  fortunes  of  the  rich,  relieve  the  neceflities  of  the 
"  poor I7."    The  aflembly,  in  filence  and  in  tears,  applauded  the 
counfels,  and  fympathifed  with  the  repentance,  of  their  prince :  the 
patriarch  rehearfed  the  prayers  of  the  church ;  Tiberius  received  the 
diadem  on  his  knees, .and  Juftin,  who  in  his  abdication  appeared 
mod  worthy  to  reign,  addreffed  the  new  monarch  in  the  following 
words:  "  If  you  confent,  I  live;  if  you  command,  I  die:  may  the 
"  God  of  heaven  and  earth  infufe  into  your  heart  whatever  I  have 
Death  of      "  neglected  or  forgotten."     The  four  laft  years  of  the  emperor 
A.D.  578,    Juftin  were  palled  in  tranquil  obfeurity:  his  confeience  was  no  longer 
oao  er  5.     tormented  by  the  remembrance  of  thofe  duties  which  he  was  in- 
capable of  difcharging;  and  his  choice  was  juflified  by  the  filial  re- 
verence and  gratitude  of  Tiberius. 
Reign  of  Ti-      Among  the  virtues  of  Tiberius18,  his  beauty  (he  was  one  of  the 
A,  d!  578,    tailed  and  moft  comely  of  the  Romans)  might  introduce  him  to 
\epn  2^T     the  favour  of  Sophia  ;  and  the  widow  of  Juftin  was  perfuaded,  that 
Auguft  14.     {he  mould  preferve  her  ftation  and  influence  under  the  reign  of  a 
fecend  and  more  youthful  hufband.  But  if  the  ambitious  candidate  had 
been  tempted  to  flatter  and  diffemble,  it  was  no  longer  in  his  power 
to  fulfil  her  expectations,  or  his  own  promife.    The  factions  of  the 
hippodrome  demanded,  with  fome  impatience,  the  name  of  their  new 
emprefs ;  both  the  people  and  Sophia  were  aftonilhed  by  the  pro- 

17  Theophylaft  Simocatta  (1.  iii.  c.  II.)  fee  Evagrius,  1.  v.  c.  13.    Theophylaft,  L  iii. 

declares  that  he  (hall  give  to  poftericy  the  c.  12,  Sec.    Theophaaes,  in  Chren.  p.  210— - 

fpeech  of  Juftin  as  it  was  pronounced,  with-  213.    Zonara?,  torn.  ii.  I.  xiv.  p.  72.  Ce- 

out  attempting  to  correct  the  imperfections  drenur,  p.  392.    Paul  Warnefrid,  de  Geftis 

of  language  or  rhetoric.    Perhaps  the  vain  Langobard.  1.  iii.  c.  11,  12.    The  deacon  of 

fophifl  would  have  been  incapable  of  pro-  Forum  Julii  appears  to  have  po/Tefled  fome 

ducing  fuch  fentiments.  curious  and  auUientic  facts. 

1S  For  the  character  and  reign  of  Tiberius, 

2  clamation 
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clamation  of  Anaftafia,  the  fecret,  though  lawful  wife  of  the  em-  CHAP. 

.                .  XLV. 
peror  Tiberius.    Whatever  could  alleviate  the  difappointment  of  1  „  / 

Sophia,  imperial  honours,  a  (lately  palace,  a  numerous  houfehold, 

was  liberally  bellowed  by  the  piety  of  her  adopted  fon ;  on  folemn 

occafions  he  attended  and  confulted  the  widow  of  his  benefactor: 

but  her  ambition  difdained  the  vain  femblance  of  royalty,  and  the 

refpectful  appellation  of  mother  ferved  to  exafperate,  rather  than 

appeafe,  the  rage  of  an  injured  woman.    While  Ihe  accepted,  and 

repaid  with  a  courtly  fmile,  the  fair  expreffions  of  regard  and 

confidence,  a  fecret  alliance  was  concluded  between  the  dowager 

emprefs  and  her  ancient  enemies ;  and  Juftinian,  the  fon  of  Ger- 

manus,  was  employed  as  the  inftrument  of  her  revenge.    The  pride 

of  the  reigning  houfe  fupported,  with  reluctance,  the  dominion  of  a 

ftranger:   the  youth  was  defervedly  popular;   his  name,  after  the 

death  of  Jullin,  had  been  mentioned  by  a  tumultuous  faction  ;  and 

his  own  fubmiflive  offer  of  his  head,  with  a  treafure  of  fixty  thoufand 

pounds,  might  be  interpreted  as  an  evidence  of  guilt,  or  at  leaft 

of  fear.     Juftinian  received  a  free  pardon,  and  the  command  of 

the  eaftern  army.    The  Perfian  monarch  fled  before  his  arms;  and 

the  acclamations  which  accompanied  his  triumph,  declared  him, 

worthy  of  the  purple.    His  artful  patronefs  had  chofen  the  month 

of  the  vintage,  while  the  emperor,  in  a  rural  folitude,  was  permitted 

to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  a  fubject.    On  the  firft  intelligence  of  her 

defigns  he  returned  to  Conftantinople,    and  the  confpiracy  was 

fupprefted  by  his  prefence  and  hrmnefs.     From  the  pomp  and 

honours  which  fhe  had  abufed,  Sophia  was  reduced  to  a  modeft 

allowance :  Tiberius  difmifTed  her  train,  intercepted  her  correfpond- 

ence,  and  committed  to  a  faithful  guard  the  cuftody  of  her  perfon. 

But  the  fervices  of  Juftinian  were  not  confidered  by  that  excellent 

prince  as  an  aggravation  of  his  offences :  after  a  mild  reproof,  his 

treaibn 
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C  XI V  P'  trea^on  an<^  ingratitude  were  forgiven ;  and  it  was  commonly  be- 
u— -v- — s  lieved,  that  the  emperor  entertained  fome  thoughts  of  contracting  a 
double  alliance  with  the  rival  of  his  throne.  The  voice  of  an  angel 
(fuch  a  fable  was  propagated)  might  reveal  to  the  emperor,  that  he 
fhould  always  triumph  over  his  domeftic  foes  ;  but  Tiberius  derived  a 
firmer  aflurance  from  the  innocence  and  generofity  of  his  own 
mind. 

His  virtues.  With  the  odious  name  of  Tiberius,  he  affirmed  the  more  popular 
appellation  of  Conftantine,  and  imitated  the  purer  virtues  of  the 
Antonines.  After  recording  the  vice  or  folly  of  fo  many  Roman 
princes,  it  is  pleafing  to  repofe,  for  a  moment,  on  a  character  con- 
fpicuous  by  the  qualities  of  humanity,  juftice,  temperance,  and  for- 
titude j  to  contemplate  a  fovereign  affable  in  his  palace,  pious  in  the 
church,  impartial  on  the  feat  of  judgment,  and  victorious,  at  leaft 
by  his  generals,  in  the  Perfian  war.  The  raoft  glorious  trophy  of 
his  victory  confided  in  •  a  multitude  of  captives,  whom  Tiberius 
entertained,  redeemed,  and  difmifled  to  their  native  homes  with  the 
charitable  fpirit  of  a  Chriftian  hero.  The  merit  or  misfortunes  of 
Lis  own  fubjects  had  a  dearer  claim  to  his  beneficence,  and  he  mea- 
fured  his  bounty  not  fo  much  by  their  expectations,  as  by  his  own 
dignity.  This  maxim,  however  dangerous  in  a  truftee  of  the  public 
wealth,  was  balanced  by  a  principle  of  humanity  and  juflice,  which 
taught  him  to  abhor,  as  of  the  bafeft  alloy,  the  gold  that  was  ex- 
tracted from  the  tears  of  the  people.  For  their  relief,  as  often  as  they 
tad  furfered  by  natural  or  hoftile  calamities,  he  was  impatient  to 
remit  the  arrears  of  the  part,  or  the  demands  of  future  taxes :  he 
ltenily  rejected  the  fervile  offerings  of  his  minifters,  which  were 
•  compeniated  by  tenfold  oppremon;  and  the  wife  and  equitable  laws 
of  Tiberius  excited  the  praife  and  regret  of  fucceeding  times, 
donftantinople  believed  that  the  emperor  had  difcovered  a  treafure : 

but 
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but  his  genuine  treafure  confided  in  the  practice  of  liberal  ceconomy,  c  W^A  P-. 

and  the  contempt  of  all  vain  and  fuperfluous  expence.    The  Romans  1  *  f 

of  the  Eaft  would  have  been  happy,  if  the  belt  gift  of  heaven,  a 
patriot  king,  had  been  confirmed  as  a  proper  and  permanent  bleffing. 
But  in  lefs  than  four  years  after  the  death  of  Juftin,  his  worthy  fuc- 
ceflbr  funk  into  a  mortal  difeafe,  which  left  him  only  fufficient  time 
to  reftore  the  diadem,  according  to  the  tenure  by  which  he  held  it, 
to  the  molt  deferving  of  his  fellow-citizens.  He  felected  Maurice 
from  the  crowd,  a  judgment  more  precious  than  the  purple  it- 
felf:  the  patriarch  and  fenate  were  fummoned  to  the  bed  of  the 
dying  prince :  he  beftowed  his  daughter  and  the  empire  j  and  his 
laft  advice  was  folemnly  delivered  by  the  voice  of  the  quasftor. 
Tiberius  exprefTed  his  hope,  that  the  virtues  of  his  fon  and  fucceflbr 
would  erect  the  nobleft  maufoleum  to  his  memory.  His  memory 
was  embalmed  by  the  public  affliction  ;  but  the  mod  fincere  grief 
evaporates  in  the  tumult  of  a  new  reign,  and  the  eyes  and  accla- 
mations of  mankind  were  fpeedily  directed  to  the  rifing  fun. 

The  emperor  Maurice  derived  his  origin  from  ancient  Rome19  ;  The  reign  of 

.  .  .  Maurice, 

but  his  immediate  parents  were  fettled  at  Arabiflus  in  Cappadocia,  A.  D.  582, 
and  their  fingular  felicity  preferved  them  alive  to  behold  and  par-  a!*!)".  6oz, 
take  the  fortune  of  their  augujl  fon.    The  youth  of  Maurice  was  Nov'  2~' 
fpent  in  the  profeflion  of  arms ;  Tiberius  promoted  him  to  the 
command  of  a  new  and  favourite  legion  of  twelve  thoufand  confede- 
rates ;  his  valour  and  conduct  were  fignalized  in  the  Perfian  war ; 
and  he  returned  to  Con.ftantinople  to  accept,  as  his  juft  reward,  the 
inheritance  of  the  empire.     Maurice  afcended  the  throne  at  the 
mature  age  of  forty-three  years  ;  and  he  reigned  above  twenty  years 

19  It  is  therefore  fingular  enough  that  Paul    Latin  provinces  of  Europe  ;  and  a  various 
(1.  iii.  c.  15.)  ihould  diftinguifh  him  as  the    reading,  in  Grscorum  Imperio,  would  apply 
firft  Greek  emperor — primus  ex  Grsecorum    the  expreflion  to  the  empire  rather  than  the 
genere  in  Imperio  confiitutus.    His  imme-  prince, 
diate  predeceflbrs  had  indeed  been  born  in  the 

over 
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CHAP.  over  the  Eaft  and  over  himfelf 30 ;  expelling  from  his  mind  the  wild 

v— v  '  democracy  of  paflions,  and  eftablifhing  (according  to  the  quaint 

expreffion  of  Evagrius)  a  perfect  ariftocracy  of  reafon  and  virtue. 
Some  fufpicion  will  degrade  the  teftimony  of  a  fubject,  though  he 
protefts  that  his  fecret  praife  mould  never  reach  the  ear  of  his 
fovereign 3I,  and  fome  failings  feem  to  place  the  character  of  Maurice 
below  the  purer  merit  of  his  predeceflbr.  His  cold  and  refervcd 
demeanour  might  be  imputed  to  arrogance;  his  juftice  was  not 
always  exempt  from  cruelty,  nor  his  clemency  from  weaknefs ;  and 
his  rigid  ceconomy  too  often  expofed  him  to  the  reproach  of  avarice. 
But  the  rational  wifhes  of  an  abfolute  monarch  muft  tend  to  the 
happinefs  of  his  people ;  Maurice  was  endowed  with  fenfe  and 
courage  to  promote  that  happinefs,  and  his  adminiftration  was  di- 
rected by  the  principles  and  example  of  Tiberius.  The  pufillani- 
mity  of  the  Greeks  had  introduced  fo  complete  a  feparation  between 
the  offices  of  king  and  of  general,  that  a  private  foldier  who  had 
deferved  and  obtained  the  purple,  feldom  or  never  appeared  at  the 
head  of  his  armies.  Yet  the  emperor  Maurice  enjoyed  the  glory  of 
reftoring  the  Perfian  monarch  to  his  throne :  his  lieutenants  waged 
a  doubtful  war  againft  the  Avars  of  the  Danube,  and  he  caft  an  eye 
of  pity,  of  ineffectual  pity,  on  the  abject  and  diftrefsful  ftate  of  his 
Italian  provinces. 

Biftrefs  of        From  Italy  the  emperors  were  inceifantly  tormented  by  tales  of 
Ita  y'         '  mifei  y  and  demands  of  fuccour,  which  extorted  the  humiliating 
confeffion  of  their  own  weaknefs.    The  expiring  dignity  of  Rome 

30  Confult,  for  the  character  and  reign  of  3*  Avroteperuf  tnm  ysK>^s«>,-  rr,t  o^Xsap- 

Maurice,  the  fifth  and  fixth  books  of  Eva-  rxiii  t**  va&ut  tx  rr?  ow.net;  tZenikatinn  tyvxti" 

grius,    particularly  r.  Vl.    C.  I  ;    the    ci^ht  etftrcKfxriketv  os  »  toic  iotvTd  Xoynru.oic  xararrtrx- 

books  of  his  prolix  and  florid  hiftory  by  ^£;C;.    Evagrius  compofed  his  hiftory  in  the 

Theophyladl  Simocatta.  Theophar.es,  p.  z  13,  twelfth  year  of  Maurice ;  and  he  had  been  fo 

&c.    Zonaras,  torn.  ii.  1.  xiv.  p.  73.   Ceure-  wifely  indifcreet,  that  the  emperor  knew  and 

r,as,  p.  394.  rewarded  his  favourable  opinion  (I.  vi.  c.  24.). 


was 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  441 

was  only  marked  by  the  freedom  and  energy  of  her  complaints :  C  H  A  P. 

**  If  you  are  incapable,'   me  laid,  "  of  delivering  us  from  the  fword   1  „ — - ; 

**  of  the  Lombards,  fave  us  at  leaft  from  the  calamity  of  famine." 
Tiberius  forgave  the  reproach,  and  relieved  the  diftrefs  :  a  fupply  of 
corn  was  tranfported  from  Egypt  to  the  Tyber ;  and  the  Roman 
people,  invoking  the  name,  not  of  Camillus,  but  of  St.  Peter,  re- 
pulfed  the  Barbarians  from  their  walls.    But  the  relief  was  acci- 
dental, the  danger  was  perpetual  and  preffing  ;  and  the  clergy  and 
fenate,  collecting  the  remains  of  their  ancient  opulence,  a  fum  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  of  gold,  difpatched  the  patrician  Pamphronius 
to  lay  their  gifts  and  their  complaints  at  the  foot  of  the  Byzantine 
throne.    The  attention  of  the  court,  and  the  forces  of  the  Eaft,  were 
diverted  by  the  Perfian  war  :  but  the  juftice  of  Tiberius  applied  the 
fubfidy  to  the  defence  of  the  city  ;  and  he  difmifTed  the  patrician 
with  his  beft  advice,  either  to  bribe  the  Lombard  chiefs,  or  to  pur- 
chafe  the  aid  of  the  kings  of  France.    Notwithstanding  this  weak 
invention,  Italy  was  ftill  afflicted,  Pvome  was  again  befieged,  and 
the  fuburb  of  Gaffe,  only  three  miles  from  Ravenna,  was  pillaged 
and  occupied  by  the  troops  of  a  fimple  duke  of  Spoleto.  Maurice 
gave  audience  to  a  fecond  deputation  of  priefts  and  fenators  ;  the 
duties  and  the  menaces  of  religion  were  forcibly  urged  in  the  letters 
of  the  Roman  pontiff ;  and  his  nuncio,  the  deacon  Gregory,  was 
alike  qualified  to  folicit  the  powers  either  of  heaven  or  of  the  earth. 
The  emperor  adopted,  with  ftronger  effect:,  the  meafures  of  his  pre- 
deceffor :  fome  formidable  chiefs  were  perfuaded  to  embrace  the 
friendfhip  of  the  Romans ;  and  one  of  them,  a  mild  and  faithful 
Barbarian,  lived  and  died  in  the  fervice  of  the  exarch :  the  panes  of 
the  Alps  were  delivered  to  the  Franks  ;  and  the  pope  encouraged 
them  to  violate,  without  fcruple,  their  oaths  and  engagements  to  the 
mifbelievers.    Childebert,  the  great-grandfon  of  Clovis,  was  per- 
fuaded to  invade  Italy  by  the  payment  of  fifty  thoufand  pieces;  but 
Vol.  IV.  3  L  as 


442 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


c  **,  f  p-  as  he  had  viewed  with  delight  fome  Byzantine  coin  of  the  weight 

War* 

*— w  •   of  one  pound  of  gold,  the  king  of  Auftrafia  might  ftipulate,  that  the 

gift  mould  be  rendered  more  worthy  of  his  acceptance,  by  a  proper 
mixture  of  thefe  refpectable  medals.  The  dukes  of  the  Lombards 
had  provoked  by  frequent  inroads  their  powerful  neighbours  of  Gaul. 
As  foon  as  they  were  apprehenfive  of  a  juft  retaliation,  they  re- 
nounced their  feeble  and  diforderly  independence  :  the  advantages 
of  regal  government,  union,  fecrecy,  and  vigour,  were  unanimoufly 
.Autharis,  confeffed  ;  and  Autharis,  the  fon  of  Clepho,  had  already  attained  the 
Lombards,  ftrength  and  reputation  of  a  warrior.  Under  the  ftandard  of  their 
C84— 590.  new  kmS>  the  conquerors  of  Italy  withftood  three  fucceffive  inva- 
fions,  one  of  which  was  led  by  Childebert  himfelf,  the  laft  of  the 
Merovingian  race  who  defcended  from  the  Alps.  The  firfl  expe- 
dition was  defeated  by  the  jealous  animofity  of  the  Franks  and 
Alemanni.  In  the  fecond  they  were  vanquifhed  in  a  bloody  battle, 
with  more  lofs  and  dimonour  than  they  had  fuftained  fince  the 
foundation  of  their  monarchy.  Impatient  for  revenge,  they  re- 
turned a  third  time  with  accumulated  force,  and  Autharis  yielded 
to  the  fury  of  the  torrent.  The  troops  and  treafures  of  the  Lom- 
bards were  diftributed  in  the  walled  towns  between  the  Alps  and  the 
Apennine.  A  nation,  lefs  fenfible  of  danger,  than  of  fatigue  and  delay, 
foon  murmured  againft  the  folly  of  their  twenty  commanders ;  and 
the  hot  vapours  of  an  Italian  fun  infected  with  difeafe  thofe  tra- 
montane bodies  which  had  already  fufTered  the  vicuTitudes  of  in- 
temperance and  famine.  The  powers  that  were  inadequate  to  the 
conqueft,  were  more  than  fufficient  for  the  defolation,  of  the  country ; 
nor  could  the  trembling  natives  diftinguifh  between  their  enemies 
and  their  deliverers.  If  the  junction  of  the  Merovingian  and  Im- 
perial forces  had  been  effected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Milan,  per- 
haps they  might  have  fubverted  the  throne  of  the  Lombards ;  but 
the  Franks  expected  fix  days  the  fignal  of  a  flaming  village,  and 

the 
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the  arms  of  the  Greeks  were  idly  employed  in  the  reduction  of  c  H  A  p- 

_  XLV. 

Modena  and  Parma,  which  were  torn  from  them  after  the  retreat  of  <  u  > 
their  Tranfalpine  allies.  The  victorious  Autharis  afferted  his  claim 
to  the  dominion  of  Italy.  At  the  foot  of  the  Rhcetian  Alps,  he  fub- 
dued  the  refiftance,  and  rifled  the  hidden  treafures,  of  a  fequefiered 
ifland  in  the  lake  of  Comum.  At  the  extreme  point  of  Calabria, 
he  touched  with  his  fpear  a  column  on  the  fea-fliore  of  Rhegium  3l, 
proclaiming  that  [ancient  land-mark  to  ftand  the  immovable  boun- 
dary of  his  kingdom 33. 

During  a  period  of  two  hundred  years,  Italy  was  unequally  di-  The  cxar<*- 

0       r  J  ate  of  Ra- 

rided  between  the  kingdom  of  the  Lombards  and  the  exarchate  of  venna. 
Ravenna.  The  offices  and  profeffions,  which  the  jealoufy  of  Con- 
ftantine  had  feparated,  were  united  by  the  indulgence  of  Juftinian  ; 
and  eighteen  fucceffive  exarchs  were  inverted,  in  the  decline  of  the 
empire,  with  the  full  remains  of  civil,  of  military,  and  even  of  ec- 
clefiaftical  power.  Their  immediate  jurifdiction,  which  was  after- 
wards confecrated  as  the  patrimony  of  St.  Peter,  extended  over  the 
modern  Romagna,  the  marihes  or  vallies  of  Ferrara  and  Comma- 
chio3*, five  maritime  cities  from  Rimini  to  Ancona,  and  a  fecond, 
inland  Pentapolis,  between  the  Adriatic  coaft  and  the  hills  of  the 
Apennine.    Three  fubordinate  provinces,  of  Rome,  of  Venice,  and 

31  The  Columna  Rhegina,  in  the  narrowefl  hiftories  of  Secundus  and  Gregory  of  Tours, 

part  of  the  Faro  of  Meffina,  one  hundred  fta-  Baronius  produces  fome  letters  of  the  popes, 

tKa  from  Rhegium  itfelf,  is  frequently  men-  Sec. ;  and  the  times  are  meafured  by  the  ac- 

tioned  in  ancient  geography.    Cluver.  Ital.  curare  fcale  of  Pagi  and  Muratori. 
Antiq.  torn.  ii.  p.  1295.    LucaaHolften.  An-       34  The  papal  advocates,  Zacagni  and  Fon- 

notat.  ad  Cluver.  p.  301.    Weffeling,  Itine-  tanini,  might  juftly  claim  the  valley  or  mo. 

rar.  p.  106.  rafs  of  Commachio  as  a  part  of  the  exarchate. 

33  The  Greek  hiftorians  afford  fome  faint  But  the  ambition  of  including  Modena,  Reg- 
hints  of  the  wars  of  Italy  (Menander,  in  Ex-  gio,  Parma,  and  Placentia,  has  darkened  a 
cerpt.  Legat.  p.  1:4.  126.  Theophylacl,  geographical  queftion  fomewhat  doubtful  and 
1.  iii.  c.  4.).  The  Latins  are  more  fatisfac-  obfcure.  Even  Muratori,  as  the  fervant  of 
torv  ;  and  efpecially  Paul  Warnefrid,  1.  iii.  the  houfe  of  Efte,  is  not  free  from  par:iality 
■c.  13  —  34.  who  had  read  the  more  ancient  and  prejudice. 
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p>  of  Naples,  which  were  divided  by  hoftile  lands  from  the  palace  cf 
Ravenna,  acknowledged,  both  in  peace  and  war,  the  fupremacy  cf 
the  exarch.  The  dutchy  of  Rome  appears  to  have  included  the 
Tufcan,  Sabine,  and  Latian  conquefts,  of  the  firft.  four  hundred 
years  of  the  city,  and  the  limits  may  be  diftin&ly  traced  along  the 
coaft,  from  Civita  Vecchia,  to  Terracina,  and  with  the  courfe  cf 
the  Tyber  from  Ameria  and  Narni  to  the  port  of  Oftia.  The  nu- 
merous iflands  from  Grado  to  Chiozza,  compofed  the  infant  domi- 
nion of  Venice  ;  but  the  more  acceflible  towns  on  the  continent 
were  overthrown  by  the  Lombards,  who  beheld  with  impotent  fury 
a  new  capital  rifing  from  the  waves.  The  power  of  the  dukes  of 
Naples  was  circumfcribed  by  the  bay  'and  the  adjacent  ifles,  by  the 
hoftile  territory  of  Capua,  and  by  the  Roman  colony  of  Amalphi 35, 
whofe  induftrious  citizens,  by  the  invention  of  the  mariner's  com- 
pafs,  have  unveiled  the  face  of  the  globe.  The  three  Iflands  of 
Sardinia,  Corfica,  and  Sicily,  ftill  adhered  to  the  empire;  and  the 
acquifition  of  the  farther  Calabria  removed  the  land-mark  of  Autharis 
from  the  fhore  of  Rhegium  to  the  ifthmus  of  Confentia.  In  Sar- 
dinia, the  lavage  mountaineers  preferred  the  liberty  and  religion 
of  their  anceftors  ;  but  the  huxhandmen  of  Sicily  were  chained  "to 
their  rich  and  cultivated  foil.  Rome  was  opprefled  by  the  iron 
fceptre  of  the  exarchs,  and  a  Greek,  perhaps  an  eunuch,  infulted 
with  impunity  the  ruins  of  the  (Capitol.  But  Naples  foon  acquired 
the  privilege  of  electing  her  own  dukes 36 ;  the  independence  of 
Amalphi  was  the  fruit  of  commerce ;  and  the  voluntary  attachment 
of  Venice  was  finally  ennobled  by  an  equal  alliance  with  the  eaftern 
empire.  On  the  map  of  Italy,  the  meafure  of  the  exarchate  oc- 
cupies a  very  inadequate  fpace,  but  it  included  an  ample  proportion 

35  See  Brencmann,  "Difiert.  iBa  de  Repub-       36  Cregor.  Magn.  1.  iii.  epift.  23.  t$,  26, 
Jica  Amalphitana,  p.  1—^.2.  ad  calcem  flift.  27. 
Pandett.  Florent, 
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©f  wealth,  induftry,  and  population.    The  moft  faithful  and  valu-  c  xlv  P" 
able  fubjedts  efcaped  from  the  Barbarian  yoke ;  and  the  banners  of  « — -v— — * 
Pavia  and  Verona,  of  Milan  and  Padua,  were  dilplaycd  in  their  re- 
fpective  quarters  by  the  new  inhabitants  of  Ravenna.    The  remain-  The  king- 

.  dom  of  the 

der  of  Italy  was  poffeffed  by  the  Lombards  ;  and  from  Pavia,  the  Lombards, 
royal  feat,  their  kingdom  was  extended  to  the  eaft,  the  north,  and 
the  weft,  as  far  as  the  confines  of  the  Avars,  the  Bavarians,  and 
the  Franks  of  Auftrafia  and  Burgundy.  In  the  language  of  modern 
geography,  it  is  now  reprefented  by  the  Terra  Firma  of  the  Venetian 
republic,  Tirol,  the  Milanefe,  Piemont,  the  coaft  of  Genoa,  Mantua, 
Parma,  and  Modena,  the  grand  dutchy  of  Tufcany,  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  from  Perugia  to  the  Adriatic.  The 
dukes,  and  at  length  the  princes  of  Beneventum,  furvived  the  mo- 
narchy, and  propagated  the  name  of  the  Lombards.  From  Capua 
to  Tarentum,  they  reigned  near  five  hundred  years  over  the  greateft 
part  of  the  prefent  kingdom  of  Naples". 

In  comparing  the  proportion  of  the  victorious  and  the  vanquished  Lan?uage 

011  <  1  and  manners 

people,  the  change  of  language  will  afford  the  moft  probable  in-  of  the  Lom- 
ference.  According  to  this  ftandard  it  will  appear,  that  the  Lorn- 
bards  of  Italy,  and  the  Vifigoths  of  Spain,  were  lefs  numerous  than 
the  Franks  or  Burgundians ;  and  the  conquerors  of  Gaul  muft  yield, 
in  their  turn,  to  the  multitude  of  Saxons  and  Angles  who  almoft 
eradicated  the  idioms  of  Britain.  The  modern  Italian  has  been  iri— 
fenfibly  formed  by  the  mixture  of  nations ;  the  awkwardnefs  of  the 
Barbarians  in  the  nice  management  of  declenfions  and  conjugations, 
reduced  them  to  the  ufe  of  articles  and  auxiliary  verbs;  and  many 

"  I  have  defcribed  the  ftate  of  Italy  from  of  the  Greeks  fubftituted  that  name  inflead  of 

ihe  excellent  Difiertation  of  Beretti.    Gia-  the  more  ignoble  appellation  of  Bruttium  ; 

none  (Iftoria  Civile,  torn.  i.  p.  374. — 3S7.)  and  the  change  appears  to  have  taken  place 

has  followed  the  learned  Camilio  Pellegrini  before  the  time  of  Charlemagne  (liginard, 

in  the  geography  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  p.  75-). 
After  the  lofs  of  the  true  Calabria,  the  vanity 

new 
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CHAP.  new  ideas  have  be'en  exprefled  by  Teutonic  appellations.    Yet  the 
v    -  -  '  f  principal  flock  of  technical  and  familiar  words  is  found  to  be  of 
Latin  derivation 33 ;  and  if  we  were  fufficiently  converfant  with  the 
obfolete,  the  ruftic,  and  the  municipal  dialects  of  ancient  Italy,  we 
fhould  trace  the  origin  of  many  terms  which  might,  perhaps,  be 
rejected  by  the  claffic  purity  of  Rome.    A  numerous  army  confti- 
tutes  but  a  fmall  nation,  and  the  powers  of  the  Lombards  were  foon 
diminifhed  by  the  retreat  of  twenty  thoufand  Saxons,  who  fcorned 
a  dependent  fituation,  and  returned,  after  many  bold  and  perilous 
adventures,  to  their  native  country39.    The  camp  of  Alboin  was  of 
formidable  extent,  but  the  extent  of  a  camp  would  be  eafily  circum- 
fcribed  within  the  limits  of  a  city ;  and  its  martial  inhabitants  muft 
be  thinly  fcattered  over  the  face  of  a  large  country.    When  Alboin 
defcended  from  the  Alps,  he  inverted  his  nephew,  the  firft  duke  of 
Friuli,  with  the  command  of  the  province  and  the  people;  but  the 
prudent  Gifulf  would  have  declined  the  dangerous  office,  unlefs  he 
had  been  permitted  to  chufe,  among  the  nobles  of  the  Lombards,  a 
fufficient  number  of  families40  to  form  a  perpetual  colony  of  foldiers 
and  fubjects.    In  the  progrefs  of  conqueft,  the  fame  option  could 
not  be  granted  to  the  dukes  of  Brefcia  or  Bergamo,  of  Pavia  or 
Turin,  of  Spoleto  or  Beneventum ;  but  each  of  thefe,  and  each  of 
their  colleagues,  fettled  in  his  appointed  diftrict  with  a  band  of 
followers  who  reforted  to  his  ftandard  in  war  and  his  tribunal  in 
,peace.    Their  attachment  was  free  and  honourable:  refigning  the 
gifts  and  benefits  which  they  had  accepted,  they  might  emigrate 
with  their  families  into  the  jurifdiction  of  another  duke ;  but  their 

33  Maffei  (Verona  Illuftrata,  pr.rt  i.  p.  310  39  Paul, deGeft.Langobard.  I. iii.  c.  5,6,7. 

—  321.)  and  Muratori  (Antichita  Icaliane,  40  Paul,  1.  ii.  c.  9.  He  calls  thefe  families 

torn.  ii.    Diftertazione  xxxii,  xxxiii.  p.  71 —  or  generations  by  the  Teutonic  name  of  Fa- 

365.)  have  alTerted  the  native  claims  of  the  ras,  which  is  likewife  ufed  in  the  Lombard 

Italian  idiom:  the  former  with  enthufiafm,  laws.    The  humble  deacon  was  not  infenfible 

the  latter  with  difcretion  ;  both  with  learn-  of  the  nobility  of  his  own  race.    See  1.  iv. 

ing,  ingenuity,  and  truth.  c.  39. 
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abfence  from  the  kingdom  was  punifhed  with  death,  as  a  crime  of  c  H  A  P. 

°  .  XLV. 

military  defertion 4l.    The  pofterity  of  the  firft  conquerors  {truck  a 

deeper  root  into  the  foil,  which,  by  every  motive  of  intereft  and 
honour,  they  were  bound  to  defend.  A  Lombard  was  born  the 
foldier  of  his  king  and  his  duke  ;  and  the  civil  alfemblies  of  the 
nation  difplayed  the  banners,  and  affumed  the  appellation,  of  a  regu- 
lar army.  Of  this  army,  the  pay  and  the  rewards  were  drawn  from 
the  conquered  provinces ;  and  the  diftribution,  which  was  not 
effected  till  after  the  death  of  Alboin,  is  difgraced  by  the  foul  marks 
of  injuftice  and  rapine.  Many  of  the  mod  wealthy  Italians  were 
flain  or  baniihed  ;  the  remainder  were  divided  among  the  ftrangers, 
and  a  tributary  obligation  was  impofed  (under  the  name  of  hofpi- 
tality),  of  paying  to  the  Lombards  a  third  part  of  the  fruits  of  the 
earth.  Within  lefs  than  feventy  years,  this  artificial  fyftem  was 
abolifhed  by  a  more  fimple  and  folid  tenure*1.  Either  the  Roman 
landlord  was  expelled  by  his  ftrong  and  infolent  gueft  j  or  the  annual 
payment,  a  third  of  the  produce,  was  exchanged  by  a  more  equi- 
table tranfaction  for  an  adequate  proportion  of  landed  property. 
Under  thefe  foreign  mafters,  the  bufinefs  of  agriculture,  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  corn,  vines,  and  olives,  was  exercifed  with  degenerate 
fkill  and  induftry  by  the  labour  of  the  flaves  and  natives.  But  the  oc- 
cupations of  a  paftoral  life  were  more  plealing  to  the  idlenefs  of  the 
Barbarians.  In  the  rich  meadows  of  Ve.netia,  they  reftored  and  im- 
proved the  breed  of  horfes  for  which  that  province  had  once  been 
iiluftrious43;  and  the  Italians  beheld  with  aftonilhment  a  foreign  race 

*'  Compare  N°3  and  177  of  the  laws  of  his  frequent  victories  in  the  Olympic  games, 

Rotharis.  had  diffull-d  among  the  Greeks  the  fame  of 

41  Paul,  I.  ii.  c.  31,  32.  1.  iii.  C.  16.  The  the  Venetian  horfes ;  but  the  breed  was  ex- 
laws  of  Rotharis,  promulgated  A.  D.  643,  do  ti n ft  in  the  time  of  Strabo  (1.  v.  p.  325.). 
not  contain  the  fmallefi.  veftige  of  this  pay-  Gifulf  obtained  from  his  uncle  generofarum 
ment  of  thirds ;  but  they  preferve  many  cu-  equarum  greges.  Paul.  1.  ii.  c.  9.  The 
rious  circuroftances  of  the  ftate  of  Italy  and  Lombards  afterwards  introduced  caba'Ji  fjl- 
the  manners  cf  the  Lombards.  vatici— wild  horfes.    Paul,  1.  iv.  c.  11. 

4J  The  fluds  of  Dionvfius  of  Syracufe,  and 
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p-  of  oxen  or  buffaloes **.  The  depopulation  of  Lombardy,  and  the 
increafe  of  forefts,  afforded  an  ample  range  for  the  pleafures  of  the 
chace45.  That  marvellous  art  which  teaches  the  birds  of  the  air  to 
acknowledge  the  voice,  and  execute  the  commands  of  their  matter, 
had  been  unknown  to  the  ingenuity  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans  4\ 
Scandinavia  and  Scythia  produce  the  boldefl:  and  moft  tradable  fal- 
cons47: they  were  tamed  and  educated  by  the  roving  inhabitants 
always  on  horfcback  and  in  the  field.  This  favourite  amufement  of 
our  anceftors  was  introduced  by  the  Barbarians  into  the  Roman 
provinces;  and  the  laws  of  Italy  efteem  the  fword  and  the  hawk  as 
of  equal  dignity  and  importance  in  the  hands  of  a  noble  Lombard48. 

So  rapid  was  the  influence  of  climate  and  example,  that  the  Lom- 
bards of  the  fourth  generation  furveyed  with  curiofity  and  affright 
the  portraits  of  their  favage  forefathers 49.    Their  heads  were  fhaven 

behind, 


44  Tunc  (A.  D.  596)  primum,  lubali  in 
Italiam  delati  Italias  populis  miracula  fuere 
(Paul  Warnefrid,  1.  iv.  c.  u.).  The  buffa- 
loes, whofe  native  climate  appears  to  be  Afri- 
ca  and  India,  are  unknown  to  Europe,  except 
in  Italy,  where  they  are  numerous  and  ufeful. 
The  ancients  were  ignorant  of  thefe  animals, 
unlefs  Ariltotie  (Hiit.  Animal.  1.  ii.  c.  I.  p.  58. 
Paris,  1783)  has  defcribed  them  as  the  wild 
oxen  of  Arachofia.  See  Buffon,  Hift.  Natu- 
relle,  torn.  xi.  and  Supplement,  torn.  vi.  Hift. 
Generate  des  Voyages,  torn.  i.  p.  7.  481.  ii. 
,105.  iii.  291.  iv.  23+.  461.  v.  193.  vi.491. 
viii.  400.  x.  666.  Pennant's  Quadrupedes, 
p.  24.  Di&ionaire  d'Hift.  Naturelle,  par 
Valmont  de  Romare,  torn,  i'u  p.  74.  Yet  I 
jnuft  not  conceal  the  fufpicion  that  Paul,  by 
a  vulgar  error,  may  have  applied  the  name  of 
bubalus  to  the  aurochs,  or  wild  bull,  of  an- 
cient Germany. 

45  Confult the xxist DilTertation  of Muratori. 

46  Their  ignorance  is  proved  by  the  filence 
even  of  thcfe  who  profeffedly  treat  of  the  arts 
of  hunting  and  the  hiliory  of  animals.  Ari- 


ftotle  (Hift.  Animal.  1.  ix.  c.  36.  torn.  i. 
p.  586.  and  the  Notes  of  his  laft  editor,  M. 
Camus,  torn.  ii.  p.  3 14.),  Pliny  (Hift.  Na- 
tur.  1.x.  c.  10.),  iElian  (de  Natur.  Animal. 
1.  ii.  c.  42.),  and  perhaps  Homer  (Odyff. 
xxii.  302  —  306.),  defcribe  with  aftoniflmient 
a  tacit  league  and  common  chace  between  the 
hawks  and  the  Thracian  fowlers. 

47  Particularly  the  gerfaut,  or  gyrfalcon, 
of  the  fize  of  a  fmall  eagle.  See  the  ani- 
mated defcription  of  M.  de  Buffon,  Hift.  Na- 
turelle, torn.  xvi.  p.  239,  &c. 

48  Script.  Rerum  Italicarum,  torn.  i.  part  ii. 
p.  129.  This  is  the  xvith  law  of  the  emperor 
Lewis  the  Pious.  His  father  Charlemagne 
had  falconers  in  his  houfehold  as  well  as  huntf- 
men  (Memoires  fur  l'ancienne  Chevalerie,  par 
M.  de  St.  Palaye,  torn.  iii.  p.  175.).  I 
obferve  in  the  laws  of  Rotharis  a  more  early 
mention  of  the  art  of  hawking  (N°  322.)  ; 
and  in  Gaul,  in  the\th  century,  it  is  celebrated 
by  Sidonius  Apollinaris  among  the  calents  of 
Avitus  (202  —  207.). 

49  The  epitaph  of  Dro&ulf  (Paul,  1.  iii. 

c.  19.) 
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behind,  but  the  fhaggy  locks  hung  over  their  eyes  and  mouth,  and  C  H  A  P. 
a  long  beard,  reprefented  the  name  and  character  of  the  nation.   >    ■-■'„-' ^ 
Their  drefs  confifted  of  loofe  linen  garments,  after  the  faihion  of  the 
Anglo-Saxons,  which  were  decorated,  in  their  opinion,  with  broad 
ftripes  of  variegated  colours.    The  legs  and  feet  were  clothed  in  long 
hofe,  and  open  fandalsj  and  even  in  the  fecurity  of  peace,  a  trufty 
fword  was  conftantly  girt  to  their  fide.  Yet  this  ftrange  apparel,  and 
horrid  afpect,  often  concealed  a  gentle  and  generous  difpofition  ;  and 
as  foon  as  the  rage  of  battle  had  fubfided,  the  captives  and  fubjects 
were  fometimes  furprifed  by  the  humanity  of  the  victor.  The  vices  of 
the  Lombards  were  the  effect  of  paffion,  of  ignorance,  of  intoxication : 
their  virtues  are  the  more  laudable,  as  they  were  not  affected  by  the 
hypocrify  of  fociai  manners,  nor  impofed  by  the  rigid  conftraint  of 
laws  and  education.    I  mould  not  be  apprehenfive  of  deviating  from 
my  fubject,  if  it  were  in  my  power  to  delineate  the  private  life  of 
the  conquerors  of  Italy,  and  I  mall  relate  with  pleafure  the  adven- 
turous gallantry  of  Autharis,  which  breathes  the  true  fpirit  of  chivalry 
and  romance50.    After  the  lofs  of  his  promifed  bride,  a  Merovingian 
princefs,  he  fought  in  marriage  the  daughter  of  the  king  of  Bava- 
ria;  and  Garibald  accepted  the  alliance  of  the  Italian  monarch. 
Impatient  of  the  fiow  progrefs  of  negociation,   the  ardent  lover 
efcaped  from  his  palace,  and  vifited  the  court  of  Bavaria  in  the  train 
of  his  own  embaffy.    At  the  public  audience,  the  unknown  ftranger 
advanced  to  the  throne,  and  informed  Garibald,  that  the  ambaflador 
was  indeed  the  minifter  of  ftate,  but  that  he  alone  was  the  friend  of 

c.  19.)  may  be  applied  to  many  of  his  coun-  See  Muratori,  torn.  i.  difTertaz.  xxiii.  p.  300. 

trymen  :  50  The  ftory  of  Autharis  and  Theudelindi 

Terribilis  vifu  facies,  fed  corda  benignus  is  related  by  Paul,  I.  iii.  c.  29.  34. ;  and  any 

Longaque  robufto  pedtore  barba  fuit.  fragment  of  Bavarian  antiquity  excites  the 

The  portraits  of  the  old  Lombards  might  Hill  indefatigable  diligence  of  the  count  de  Buat, 

be  feen  in  the  palate  of  Monza,  twelve  miles  HiiL  des  Peuples  de  l'Europe,  torn.  xL  p.  595 

from  Milan,  which  had  been  founded  or  re-  — 635.  torn.  xii.  p.  1  —  53. 
Acred  by  queen  Theudelinda  (I.  iv.  22,  23.). 

Vol.  IV.  3  M  Autharis, 
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C  H  A  P.  Autharis,  who  had  trufted  him  with  the  delicate  comm'nTion  of  making 

XLV. 

■  a  faithful  report  of  the  charms  of  his  fpoufe.    Theudelinda  was 

fummoned  to  undergo  this  important  examination,  and  after  a  paufe 
of  filent  rapture,  he  hailed  her  as  the  queen  of  Italy,  and  humbly 
requeued,  that,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  nation,  me  would 
prefent  a  cup  of  wine  to  the  firft  of  her  new  fubjeds.    By  the  com- 
mand of  her  father,  fhe  obeyed :  Autharis  received  the  cup  in  his  turn, 
and,  in  reftoring  it  to  the  princefs,  he  fecretly  touched  her  hand, 
and  drew  his  own  finger  over  his  face  and  lips.    In  the  evening, 
Theudelinda  imparted  to  her  nurfe  the  indifcreet  familiarity  of  the 
ftranger,  and  was  comforted  by  the  aflurance,  that  fuch  boldnefs 
could  proceed  only  from  the  king  her  hufband,  who,  by  his  beauty 
and  courage,  appeared  worthy  of  her  love.    The  ambafTadors  were 
difmiiTed :   no  fooner  did  they  reach  the  confines  of  Italy,  than 
Autharis,  raifing  himfelf  on  his  horie,  darted  his  battle-axe  againft 
a  tree  with  incomparable  ftrength  and  dexterity,  "  Such,"  faid  he 
to  the  aftonifhed  Bavarians,  "  fuch  are  the  ftrokes  of  the  king  of  the 
"  Lombards."    On  the  approach  of  a  French  army,  Garibald  and 
his  daughter  took  refuge  in  the  dominions  of  their  ally;  and  the 
marriage  was  confummated  in  the  palace  of  Verona.    At  the  end  of 
one  year,  it  was  difTolved  by  the  death  of  Autharis:  but  the  virtues 
of  Theudelinda 51  had  endeared  her  to  the  nation,  and  fhe  was  per- 
mitted to  beftow,  with  her  hand,  the  fceptre  of  the  Italian  kingdom. 
Govern-         '  From  this  fact,  as  well  as  from  fimilar  events52,  it  is  certain  that 
pent.  the  Lombards  poffeffed  freedom  to  elect  their  fovereign,  and  fenfe  to 

decline  the  frequent  ufe  of  that  dangerous  privilege.  The  public 
revenue  arofe  from  the  produce  of  land,  and  the  profits  of  juftice. 

51  Giannone   (Iftoria  Civile  de  Napoli,    delinda  to  the  arms  of  a  muleteer, 
tom.  i-   p.  263.)    has  juflly  cenfured   the       51  Paul,  1.  iii.  c.  16.    The  firft  diflertations 
impertinence  of  Boccaccio  (Gio.  iii.  No-    of  Muratori,  and  the  firft  volume  of  Gian- 
vel.  2.),  who,  without  right,  or  truth,  or    none's  hiftory,  may  be  confulted  for  the  ftate 
pretence,  has  given  the  pious  queen  Theu-    of  the  kingdom  of  Italy. 

When 
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"When  the  independent  dukes  agreed  that  Autharis  mould  afcend  the  CHAP. 

.  XLV. 

throne  of  his  father,    they  endowed  the  regal  office  with  a  fair   *  * — -f 

moiety  of  their  refpective  domains.    The  proudeft  nobles  afpired  to  * 
the  honours  of  lervitude  near  the  perfon  of  their  prince  :  he  rewarded 
the  fidelity  of  his  vafTals  by  the  precarious  gift  of  penfions  and  bene- 
fices;  and  atoned  for  the  injuries  of  war,  by  the  rich  foundation  of 
monafteries  and  churches.  In  peace  a  judge,  a  leader  in  wrar,  he  never 
ufurped  the  powers  of  a  fole  and  abfolute  legiflator.    The  king 
of  Italy  convened  the  national  aflemblies  in  the  palace,  or  more 
probably  in  the  fields,  of  Pavia :  his  great  council  was  compofed  of 
the  perfons  moft  eminent  by  their  birth  and  dignities ;   but  the 
validity,  as  well  as  the  execution  of  their  decrees,  depended  on  the 
approbation  of  the  faithful  people,  the  fortunate  army  of  the  Lom- 
bards.   About  fourfcore  years  after  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  their  tra- 
ditional cuftoms  were  tranferibed  in  Teutonic  Latin      and  ratified  Laws, 
by  the  confent  of  the  prince  and  people ;  fome  new  regulations  &c^'  ^* 
were  introduced,  more  fuitable  to  their  prefent  condition;  the  example 
of  Rotharis  was  imitated  by  the  wifeft  of  his  fuccefibrs,  and  the 
laws  of  the  Lombards  have  been  efteemed  the  leaft  imperfect  of  the 
Barbaric  codes 5+.      Secure  by  their  courage  in  the  pofleffion  of 
liberty,  thefe  rude  and  hafty  legiflators  were  incapable  of  balancing 
the  powers  of  the  conftitution,  or  of  difcuffing  the  nice  theory  of 
political  government.     Such  crimes  as  threatened  the  life  of  the 
fovereign,  or  the  fafety  of  the  ftate,  were  adjudged  worthy  of  death  j 
but  their  attention  was  principally  confined  to  the  defence  of  the 
perfon  and  property  of  the  fubje£t.    According  to  the  ft  range  jurif- 

53  The  moft  accurate  edition  of  the  laws  of       54  Montefquieu,  Efprit  des  Loix,  I.  xxviii. 

the  Lombards  is  to  be  found  in  the  Scriptores  C.  1.    Les  loix  des  Bourguignons  font  aflVz 

Rerum  Italicarum,  torn.  i.  part  ii.  p.  1  — 181.  judicieufes :  celles  de  Rotharis  et  des  autres 

collated  from  the  moft  ancient  MSS.  and  il-  princes  Lombards  le  font  encore  plus, 
luftrated  by  the  critical  notes  of  Muratori. 

3  M  2  prudence 
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c  H  ()  p«  prudence  of  the  times,  the  guilt  of  blood  might  be  redeemed  by  a  fine; 

'■  v  '  yet  the  high  price  of  nine  hundred  pieces  of  gold  declares  a  juft  fenfe  of 
the  value  of  a  fimple  citizen.  Lefs  atrocious  injuries,  a  wound,  a  frac- 
ture, a  blow,  an  opprobrious  word,  were  meafured  with  fcrupulous  and 
almoft  ridiculous  diligence  ;  and  the  prudence  of  the  legiflator  en- 
couraged the  ignoble  practice  of  bartering  honour  and  revenge  for  a  pe- 
cuniary compenfation.  The  ignorance  of  the  Lombards,  in  the  ftate  of 
Paganifm  or  Chriftianity,  gave  implicit  credit  to  the  malice  and  mil- 
chief  of  witchcraft ;  but  the  judges  of  the  feventeenth  century  might 
have  been  inftructed  and  confounded  by  the  wifdom  of  Rotharis, 
who  derides  the  abfurd  fuperftition,  and  protects  the  wretched 
victims  of  popular  or  judicial  cruelty55.  The  fame  fpirit  of  a  legif- 
lator, fuperior  to  his  age  and  country,  maybe  afcribed  to  Luitprand, 
who  condemns,  while  he  tolerates,  the  impious  and  inveterate 
abufe  of  duels5",  obferving  from  his  own  experience,  that  the  jufter 
caufe  had  often  been  opprelTed  by  fuccefsful  violence.  Whatever 
merit  may  be  difcovered  in  the  laws  of  the  Lombards,  they  are  the 
genuine  fruit  of  the  reafon  of  the  Barbarians,  who  never  admitted 
the  Bifhops  of  Italy  to  a  feat  in  their  legiflative  councils.  But  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  their  kings  is  marked  with  virtue  and  ability ;  the  troubled 
feries  of  their  annals  is  adorned  with  fair  intervals  of  peace,  order, 
and  domeftic  happinels ;  and  the  Italians  enjoyed  a  milder  and  more 
equitable  government,  than  any  of  the  other  kingdoms  which  had 
been  founded  on  the  ruins  of  the  Weftern  Empire  57. 

Amidfl 

55  See  Leges  Rotharis,  N°  379,  p.  47.  5,5  Quia  incerte  fumus  de  judicio  del,  et 
Striga  is  ufed  as  the  name  of  a  witch.  It  is  multos  audivimus  per  pugnam  line  jufta  caufa 
,©f  the  pureft  claffic  origin  (Horat.  epod.  v.  fuam  caufam  perdere.  Sed  propter  confue- 
20.  Petron.  c.  134.) ;  and,  from  the  words  tudinem  gentem  noilram  Lnngobardorum  le- 
cf  Petronius  (quae  ftriges  comederunt  nervos  gem  impiam  vetare  non  poffumus.  Seep.  74. 
tuos?),  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  prejudice  N°  65.  of  the  Laws  of  Luitprand,  promul- 
.was  of  Italian  rather  than  Barbaric  extrac-    gated  A.  D.  724. 

rticm.  57  Read  the  hillory  of  Paul  Warnefrid ; 

particu- 
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Amidft  the  arms  of  the  Lombards,  and  under  the  defpotifm  of  the  c      A  p. 

Greeks,  we  again  enquire  into  the  fate  of  Rome ss,   which  had   i  „  f 

reached,  about  the  clofe  of  the  fixth  century,  the  loweft  period  of  RomZ  ° 
her  depreflion.  By  the  removal  of  the  feat  of  empire,  and  the  fuc- 
ceffive  lofs  of  the  provinces,  the  fcurces  of  public  and  private  opu- 
lence were  exhaufted  ;  the  lofty  tree,  under  whofe  lhade  the  nations 
of  the  earth  had  repofed,  was  deprived  of  its  leaves  and  branches, 
and  the  faplefs  trunk  was  left  to  wither  on  the  ground.  The  mi- 
nifters  of  command,  and  the  meffengers  of  victory,  no  longer  met 
on  the  Appian  or  Flaminian  way  ;  and  the  hoftile  approach  of  the 
Lombards  was  often  felt  and  continually  feared.  The  inhabitants 
of  a  potent  and  peaceful  capital,  who  vifit  without  an  anxious 
thought  the  garden  of  the  adjacent  country,  will  faintly  picture  in 
their  fancy  the  diftrefs  of  the  Romans  :  they  fhut  or  opened  their 
gates  with  a  trembling  hand,  beheld  from  the  walls  the  flames  of 
their  houfes,  and  heard  the  lamentations  of  their  brethren  who  were 
coupled  together  like  dogs,  and  dragged  away  into  diftant  flavery 
beyond  the  fea  and  the  mountains.  Such  inceflant  alarms  rauft  an- 
nihilate the  pleaiures  and  interrupt  the  labours  of  a  rural  life ;  and 
the  Campagna  of  Rome  was  fpeedily  reduced  to  the  ftate  of  a  dreary 
wildernefs,  in  which  the  land  is  barren,  the  waters  are  impure,  and 
the  air  is  infectious.  Curiofity  and  ambition  no  longer  attracted 
the  nations  to  the  capital  of  the  world  :  but  if  chance  or  neceffity 
directed  the  fteps  of  a  wandering  ftranger,  he  contemplated  with 
horror  the  vacancy  and  folitude  of  the  city,  and  might  be  tempted 
to  aik,  where  is  the  fenate,  and  where  are  the  people.    In  a  feafon 

particularly  1.  iii.  c.  16.    Baronius  rejects  the       58  The  paflages  of  the  homilies  of  Gregory, 

praife,  which  appears  to  contradict  the  invec-  which  reprefent  the  miferable  ftate  of  the  city 

tives,  of  pope  Gregory  the  Great ;  but  Mu-  and  country,  are  tranfcribed  in  the  Annals  of 

ratori  (Annali  d'ltalia,  torn.  v.  p.  217.)  pre-  Baronius,  A.  D.  590.  N°  16.  A.  D.  595. 

fumes  to  infinuate  that  the  faint  may  have  N°  2,  &c.  &c. 
magnified  the  faults  of  Arians  and  enemies. 
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of  exceffive  rains,  the  Tyber  fwelled  above  its  banks,  and  rufhed 
with  irrefiftible  violence  into  the  vallies  of  the  feven  hills.  A  pefli- 
lential  difeafe  arofe  from  the  ftagnation  of  the  deluge,  and  fo  rapid 
was  the  contagion,  that  fourlcore  perfons  expired  in  an  hour  in  the 
midfl:  of  a  folemn  proceffion,  which  implored  the  mercy  of  heaven5'. 
A  fociety  in  which  marriage  is  encouraged  and  induftry  prevails, 
foon  repairs  the  accidental  loffes  of  peftilence  and  war  :  but  as  the 
far  greater  part  of  the  Romans  was  condemned  to  hopelefs  indigence 
and  celibacy,  the  depopulation  was  conftant  and  vifible,  and  the 
gloomy  enthufiafts  might  expect  the  approaching  failure  of  the  hu- 
man race60.  Yet  the  number  of  citizens  ftill  exceeded  the  meafure 
of  fubfiftence  :  their  precarious  food  was  fupplied  from  the  harvefts 
of  Sicily  or  Egypt ;  and  the  frequent  repetition  of  famine  betrays 
the  inattention  of  the  emperor  to  a  diftant  province.  The  edifices 
of  Rome  were  expofed  to  the  fame  ruin  and  decay  :  the  mouldering 
fabrics  were  eafily  overthrown  by  inundations,  tempefts,  and  earth- 
quakes, and  the  monks  who  had  occupied  the  moft  advantageous 
ftations,  exulted  in  their  bafe  triumph  over  the  ruins  of  antiquity*'. 
It  is  commonly  believed,  that  pope  Gregory  the  firft  attacked  the 
temples  and  mutilated  the  ftatues  of  the  city  ;  that,  by  the  command 
of  the  Barbarian,  the  Palatine  library  was  reduced  to  afhes,  and  that 
the  hiftory  of  Livy  was  the  peculiar  mark  of  his  abfurd  and  mis- 
chievous fanaticifm.    The  writings  of  Gregory  himfelf  reveaj  his 


'  59  The  inundation  and  plague  were  report- 
ed by  a  deacon,  whom  his  bifhop,  Gregory 
of  Tours,  had  difpatched  to  Rome  for  fome 
relics.  The  ingenious  meflenger  embeilifhed 
his  tale  and  the  river  with  a  great  dragon  and 
a  train  of  little  ferpents  (Greg.  Turon.  1.  x. 
c.  I.)- 

*°  Gregory  of  Rome  (Dialog.  1.  ii.  c.  15.) 
relates  a  memorable  prediction  of  St.  Bene- 
dict. Roma  a  Gentilibus  non  exterminabi- 
tur  fed  tempeftatibus,  corufcis  turbinibus  ac 


terrae  motu  in  femetipfa  marcefcet.  Such  a 
prophecy  melts  into  true  hiflory,  and  be- 
comes the  evidence  of  the  fadl  after  which  it 
was  invented. 

61  Quia  in  uno  fe  ore  cum  Jovis  laudibus, 
Chrifti  laudes  non  capiunt,  et  quam  grave 
nefandumque  fit  epifcopis  canere  quod  nec 
laico  religiofo  conveniat,  ipfe  confidera  (I.  ix. 
ep.  4.).  The  writings  of  Gregory  himfelf 
atteft  his  innocence  of  any  clalfic  tafte  or  li- 
terature. 


7 


impla- 
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implacable  averfion  to  the  monuments  of  claffic  'genius ;  and  he  c  H  A  p- 

points  his  fevereft  cenfure  againft  the  profane  learning  of  a  bifhop,  '  *  » 

who  taught  the  art  of  grammar,  ftudied  the  Latin  poets,  and  pro- 
nounced with  the  fame  voice  the  praifes  of  Jupiter  and  thofe  of  Chrift. 
But  the  evidence  of  his  deftru&ive  rage  is  doubtful  and  recent :  the 
Temple  of  Peace,  or  the  theatre  of  Marcellus,  have  been  demolifhed 
by  the  flow  operation  of  ages,  and  a  formal  profcription  would  have 
multiplied  the  copies  of  Virgil  and  Livy  in  the  countries  which 
were  not  fubject,  to  the  ecclefiaftical  dictator "\ 

Like  Thebes,  or  Babylon,  or  Carthage,  the  name  of  Rome  might  The  tomb* 

'  0       and  relics  of 

have  been  erazed  from  the  earth  ;  if  the  city  had  not  been  animated  the  apoftles. 
by  a  vital  principle,  which  again  reftored  her  to  honour  and  domi- 
nion. A  vague  tradition  was  embraced,  that  two  Jewifh  teachers, 
a  tent-maker,  and  a  fiflierman,  had  formerly  been  executed  in  the 
circus  of  Nero,  and  at  the  end  of  five  hundred  years  their  genuine 
or  fi&itious  relics  were  adored  as  the  Palladium  of  Chriftian  Rome. 
The  pilgrims  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  reforted  to  the  holy  threfhold  ; 
but  the  fhrines  of  the  apoftles  were  guarded  by  miracles  and  invifible 
terrors;  and  it  was  not  without  fear  that  the  pious  Catholic  approach- 
ed the  object  of  his  worfhip.  It  was  fatal  to  touch,  it  was  dangerous 
to  behold,  the  bodies  of  the  faints ;  and  thofe  who  from  the  pureft 
motives  prefumed  to  difturb  the  repofe  of  the  fanctuary,  were  af- 
frighted by  vifions,  or  punifhed  with  fudden  death.  The  unreason- 
able requeft  of  an  emprefs,  who  wifhed  to  deprive  the  Romans  of 
their  facred  treafure,  the  head  of  St.  Paul,  was  rejected  with  the 
deepeft  abhorrence ;  and  the  pope  afferted,  moft  probably  with 
truth,  that  a  linen  which  had  been  fanctified  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  his  body,  or  the  filings  of  his  chain,  which  it  was  fometimes  eafy 

61  Eayle  (Diclionaire  Critique,  tom.  ii.  tine  library,  John  of  Salifbury  (de  Nugis 
p.  598,  599  ),  in  a  very  good  article  of  Gre-  Curialium,  I.  ii.  c.  26.)  ;  and  for  Livy,  An- 
geire  I.  has  quoted,  for  the  buildings  and  fta-  toninus  of  Florence:  the  oldeft  of  the  three 
tues,  Platina  in  Gregorio  I. ;  for  the  Pala-    lived  in  the  xiith  century. 

and 
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CHAP,  and  fometimes  impoffible  to  obtain,  pofiefled  an  equal  degree  of 

XL*  V» 

«  i,  <  miraculous  virtue 6S.      But  the  power  as  well  as  virtue   of  the 

apoftles  refided  with  living  energy  in  the  breaft  of  their  fucceffors  ; 
Birth  and  and  the  chair  of  St.  Peter  was  filled  under  the  reign  of  Maurice  by 
SHg?rynthc  the  firft  and  greateft  of  the  name  of  Gregory6*.  His  grandfather 
Roman.  Felix  had  himfelf  been  pope,  and  as  the  bilhops  were  already  bound 
by  the  law  of  celibacy,  his  confecration  mufl  have  been  preceded  by 
the  death  of  his  wife.  The  parents  of  Gregory,  Sylvia,  and  Gor- 
dian,  were  the  nobleft  of  the  fenate  and  the  mod  pious  of  the 
church  of  Rome ;  his  female  relations  were  numbered  among  the 
faints  and  virgins  ;  and  his  own  figure  with  thofe  of  his  father  and 
mother  were  reprefented  near  three  hundred  years  in  a  family  por- 
trait65, which  he  offered  to  the  monaftery  of  St.  Andrew.  The 
defign  and  colouring  of  this  picture  afford  an  honourable  teftimony, 
that  the  art  of  painting  was  cultivated  by  the  Italians  of  the  fixth 
century  ;  but  the  moft  abjecT:  ideas  muft  be  entertained  of  their  tafte 
and  learning,  fince  the  epiftles  of  Gregory,  his  fermons,  and  his  dia- 


63  Gregor.  I.  iii.  epift.  24.  indidr.  12,  &e. 
From  the  Epiftles  of  Gregory,  and  the  viiitk 
volume  of  the  Annals  of  Baronius,  the  pious 
reader  may  collect  the  particles  of  holy  iron 
which  were  inferted  in  keys  or  crofles  of  gold, 
and  diltributed  in  Britain,  Gaul,.  Spain,  Afri- 
ca, Conftantinople,  and  Egypt.  The  ponti- 
fical fmith  who  handled  the  file  muft  have 
underftcod  the  miracles  which  it  was  in  his 
own  power  to  operate  or  with-hold  :  a  circum- 
ftance  which  abates  the  fuperilition  of  Gre- 
gory, at  the  expence  of  his  veracity. 

6+  Befides  the  Epiftles  of  Gregory  himfelf, 
which  are  methodifed  byDupin  (Bibliotheque 
Ecclef.  torn.  v.  p.  103 — 126.),  we  have  three 
lives  of  the  pope ;  the  two  firft  written  in  the 
viiith  and  ixlh  centuries  (de  Triplici  Vita  St. 
Greg.  Preface  to  the  i\t!l  volume  of  the  Be- 
nedictine edition)  by  the  deacons  Paul  (p.  1 
—18.)  and  John  (p.  19—188.),  and  con- 


taining much  original,  though  doubtful,  evi- 
dence ;  the  third,  a  long  and  laboured  com- 
pilation by  the  Benedictine  editors  (p.  199 — 
305.).  The  Annals  of  Baronius  are  a  co- 
pious but  partial  hiftory.  His  papal  preju^. 
dices  are  tempered  by  the  good  fenfe  of  Fleury 
(Hilt.  Ecclef.  torn,  viii.),  and  his  chronology 
has  been  rectified  by  the  criticifm  of  Pagi  and 
Muratori. 

65  John  the  deacon  has  defcribed  them  like 
an  eye-witnefs  (1.  iv.  c.  83,  84.)  ;  and  his  de- 
fcription  is  illuilrated  by  Angelo  Rocca,  a 
P.oman  antiquary  (St.  Greg.  Opera,  torn.  iv. 
p.  31Z — 326.),  who  o'oferves,  that  fome  mo- 
faics  of  the  popes  of  the  vii:h  century  are  ftill 
preferved  in  the  old  churches  of  Ro/ne  (p.  321 
—  323.).  The  fame  walls  which  reprefented 
Gregory's  family  are  now  decorated  with  the 
martyrdom  of  St.  Andrew,  the  noble  conteft 
of  Dominichino  and  Guido. 

logues, 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


457 


logues,  are  the  work  of  a  man  who  was  fecond  in  erudition  to  none  c  p« 

of  his  contemporaries  66 :  his  birth  and  abilities  had  raifed  him  to   — t 

the  office  of  praefett  of  the  city,  and  he  enjoyed  the  merit  of  re- 
nouncing the  pomp  and  vanities  of  this  world.  His  ample  patri- 
mony was  dedicated  to  the  foundation  of  feven  monafteries  67,  one 
in  Rome  6S,  and  fix  in  Sicily  ;  and  it  was  the  wifli  of  Gregory  that 
he  might  be  unknown  in  this  life,  and  glorious  only  in  the  next. 
Yet  his  devotion,  and  it  might  be  fmcere,  purfued  the  path  which 
would  have  been  chofen  by  a  crafty  and  ambitious  ftatefman.  The 
talents  of  Gregory,  and  the  fplendour  which  accompanied  his  re- 
treat, rendered  him  dear  and  ufeful  to  the  church  ;  and  implicit 
obedience  has  been  always  inculcated  as  the  firft  duty  of  a  monk. 
As  foon  as  he  had  received  the  character  of  deacon,  Gregory  was 
fent  to  refide  at  the  Byzantine  court,  the  nuncio  or  minifter  of  the 
apoftolic  fee  ;  and  he  boldly  afliimed,  in  the  name  of  St.  Peter,  a 
tone  of  independent  dignity,  which  would  have  been  criminal  and 
dangerous  in  the  moft  illuftrious  layman  of  the  empire.  He  re- 
turned to  Rome  with  a  juft  encreafe  of  reputation,  and  after  a  fhort 
cxereife  of  the  monaftic  virtues,  lie  was  dragged  from  the  cloyfter 
to  the  papal  throne,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  clergy,  the 

6fi  Difciplinis  vero  liberalibus.hoc  eft  gram-  his  prejudices  are  thofe  of  his  profefllon. 
matica,  rhetorica,  dialedtica,  ita  a  puero  eft       68  Monafterium  Gregorianum  in  ejufdem 

inftitutus,  ut  quamvis  eo  tempore  florerent  Beati  Gregorii  tedious  ad  clivum  Scauri  prope 

adhuc  Romac  ftudia  literarum,  tamen  nulli  in  ecclefiam  S.  S.  Johannis  et  Pauu  in  honorem 

urbe  ipfafecundus  putaretur.    Paul.  Diacon.  St.  Andreae  (John,  in  Vit.  G/eg.  I.  i.  c.  6. 

i-n  Vit.  S.  Greg.  c.  2.  Greg.  1.  vii.  epift.  13.).   This  houfeand  mo 

67  The  Benediftines  (Vit.  Greg.  1.  L  p.  205  nailery  were  fi'  jate  on  the  fide  of  the  Ccliaa 

—208.)  labour  to  reduce  the  monafteries  of  hill  which  fronts  the  Palatine  :  they  are  now 

Gregory  within  the  rule  of  their  own  order ;  occupied  by  the  Camaldoli ;  San  Grfgorio 

but  as  the  queftion  is  confefled  to  be  doubt-  triumpns,  and  St.  Andrew  has  retired  to  a 

ful,  it  is  clear  that  thefe  powerful  monks  are  fmall  chapel.    Nardini,  Roma  Antica,  I.  iij. 

in  the  wrong.    See  Butler's  Lives  of  the  c.  6.  p.  100.    Defcrizzione  di  Roma,  torn.  i. 

Saints,  yol.  iii.  p.  145.;  a  work  of  merit;  p.  442—446. 
the  fenfe  and  learning  belong  to  the  auihor — 

Vol.  IV.  3  N  fenatc, 
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CHAP,  fenate,  and  the  people.    He  alone  refilled,  or  feemed  to  refift,  his 

*— ^  '  own  elevation ;  and  his  humble  petition,  that  Maurice  would  be 

pleafed  to  reject  the  choice  of  the  Romans,  could  only  ferve  to  exalt 
his  character  in  the  eyes  of  the  emperor  and  the  public.  When  the 
fatal  mandate  was  proclaimed,  Gregory  folicited  the  aid  of  fome 
friendly  merchants  to  convey  him  in  a  bafket  beyond  the  gates  of 
Rome,  and  modeftly  concealed  himfelf  fome  days  among  the  woods 
and  mountains,  till,  his  retreat  was  difcovered,  as  it  is  faid,  by  a  ce- 
leftial  light. 

Pontificate  of     The  pontificate  of  Gregory  the  Great,  which  lafted  thirteen  years 
Greft/ orhC   ^x  months  and  ten  days,  is  one  of  the  moft  edifying  periods  of  the 
a'd  590     hiftory  of  the  church.    His  virtues,  and  even  his  faults,  a  fingular 
FebAua^8~  mixture  of  fimplicity  and  cunning,  of  pride  and  humility,  of  fenfe 
March  12.     and  fuperftition,  were  happily  faited  to  his  ftation  and  to  the  temper 
of  the  times.    In  his  rival,  the  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  he  con- 
demned the  Anti-chriftian  title  of  univerfal  bifhop,  which  the  fuc- 
cerfor  of  St.  Peter  was  too  haughty  to  concede,  and  too  feeble  to 
His  fpititual  alfume ;  and  the  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiction  of  Gregory  was  confined 

office  ■ 

to  the  triple  character  of  bifhop  of  Rome,  primate  of  Italy, 
and  apoftle  of  the  Weft.  He  frequently  afcended  the  pulpit,  and 
kindled,  by  his  rude  though  pathetic  eloquence,  the  congenial  paf- 
fions  of  his  audience  :  the  language  of  the  Jewifh  prophets  was 
interpreted  and  applied,  and  the  minds  of  a  people,  deprefTed  by 
their  prefent  calamities,  were  directed  to  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the 
invifible  world.  His  precepts  and  example  defined  the  model  of 
the  Roman  Kturgy  *•  ;  the  diftribution  of  the  parilhes,  the  calendar 
of  feftivals,  the  order  of  proceffions,  the.  fervice  of  the  priefts  and 

69  The  Load's  prayer  ccnfifls  of  half  a  conftitute  a  part  of  the  Or<U>  Romanus,  which 

dozen  lines:  the  Sacramentarius  and  Anti-  Mabillon    has  illuftrated    and    Fleury  has< 

phonarius  of  Gregory  fill  8rto  folio  pages  abridged  (Hilt.  Ecclef.  torn.  viii.  p.  139  — 

(toni.  iii.  P.  i.  p.  1  —  880.);  yet  thefe  only  —152.). 

I  .  deacons, 
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deacons,  the  variety  and  change  of  facerdotal  garments.  Till  the 
laft  days  of  his  life,  he  officiated  in  the  canon  of  the  mafs,  which 
continued  above  three  hours ;  the  Gregorian  chant 70  has  preferved 
the  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufic  of  trie  theatre,  and  the  rough 
voices  of  the  Barbarians  attempted  to  imitate  the  melody  of  the 
Roman  fchool  Experience  had  {hewn  him  the  efficacy  of  thefe 
folemn  and  pompous  rites,  to  foothe  the  diftrefs,  to  confirm  the 
faith,  to  mitigate  the  fiercenefs,  and  to  difpel  the  dark  etlthufiafm. 
of  the  vulgar,  and  he  readily  forgave  their  tendency  to  promote  the 
reign  of  priefthood  and  fuperftition.  The  bifhops  of  Italy  and  the 
adjacent  iflands  acknowledged  the  Roman  pontiff  as  their  fpecial 
metropolitan.  Even  the  exiftence,  the  union,  or  the  tranflation  of 
epifcopal  feats,  was  decided  by  his  abfolute  difcretion  :  and  his  fuc- 
cefsful  inroads  into  the  provinces  of  Greece,  of  Spain,  and  of  Gaul, 
might  countenance  the  more  lofty  preteufions  of  fucceeding  popes. 
He  interpofed  to  prevent  the  abufes  of  popular  elections  ;  his  jealous 
care  maintained  the  purity  of  faith  and  difcipline,  and  the  apoftolic 
lhepherd  affiduoufly  watched  over  the  faith  and  difcipline  of  the 
fubordinate  paftors.  Under  his  reign,  the  Arians  of  Italy  and  Spain 
were  reconciled  to  the  Catholic  church,  and  the  conqueft  of  Bri- 
tain reflects  lefs  glory  on  the  name  of  Csefar,  than  on  that  of  Gre- 
gory the  Fivft.    Inftead  of  fix  legions,  forty  monks  were  embarked 

70  I  learn  from  the  Abbe  Dubos  (Reflexions  cet  corpora  vocum  fuarum  tonitruis  altifone 

fur  la  Poefie  et  la  Peinture,  torn.  iii.  p.  1-4,  perftrepentia,  fufcepta?  modulationis  dulce- 

175.)  that  the  fimplicity  of  the  Ambrofian  oinem  proprie  non  refultant :  quia  bibuli 

chant  was  confined  to  four  modes,  while  the  gutturis  barbara  feritas  dum  inflexionibus  et 

more  perfect  harmony  of  the  Gregorian  com-  repercuffionibus  mitem  nititur  edere  canti- 

prized  the  eight  modes  or  fifteen  chords  of  lenam,  naturali  quodam  fragore  quafi  plau- 

the  ancient  mufic.    He  obferves  (p.  332.)  ftra  per  gradus  confufe  fonantia  rigidas  voces 

that  the  connoifleurs  admire  the  preface  and  jaftat,  &c.    In  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  the 

many  pafiages  of  the  Gregorian  office.  Franks,  though  with  fome  reluctance,  admit- 

7*  John  the  deacon  (in  Vit.  Greg.  1.  ii.  ted  the  juftice  of  the  reproach.  Muratori, 

c.  7.)  exprefles  the  early  contempt  of  the  Ita-  Difiert.  xxv. 
lians  for  tramontane  finging.    Alpina  fcili- 

3  N  2  for 
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CHAP.  for  that  diftant  ifland,  and  the  pontiff  lamented  the  auftere  duties 

c  «  — t  which  forbade  him  to  partake  the  perils  of  their  fpiritual  warfare. 

In  lefs  than  two  years  he  could  announce  to  the  archbiihop  of  Alex- 
andria, that  they  had  baptifed  the  king  of  Kent  with  ten  thoufand 
of  his  Anglo-Saxons,  and  that  the  Roman  miffionaries,  like  thofe 
of  the  primitive  church,  were  armed  only  with  fpiritual  and  fuper- 
natural  powers.  The  credulity  or  the  prudence  of  Gregory  was 
always  difpofed  to  confirm  the  truths  of  religion  by  the  evidence  of 
ghofts,  miracles,  and  refurre&ions71,  and  pofterity  has  paid  to  Ms 
memory  the  fame  tribute,  which  he  freely  granted  to  the  virtue  of 
his  own  or  the  preceding  generation.  The  cceleftial  honours  have 
been  liberally  beftowed  by  the  authority  of  the  popes,  but  Gregory 
is  the  laft  of  their  own  order  whom  they  have  prefumed  to  infcribe 
in  the  calendar  of  faints, 
and  temporal  Their  temporal  power  infenfibly  arofe  from  the  calamities  of  the 
government ,  tjmes .  an(j  ^  Roman  bifhops,  who  have  deluged  Europe  and  Afia 
with  blood,  were  compelled  to  reign  as  the  minifters  of  charity 
and  peace.  I.  The  church  of  Rome,  as  it  has  been  formerly  ob- 
ferved,  was  endowed  with  ample  pofTeflions  in  Italy,  Sicily,  and  the 
more  diftant  provinces ;  and  her  agents,  who  were  commonly  fub- 
deacons,  had  acquired  a  civil,  and  even  criminal,  jurifdiction  over 
his  eftates,  their  tenants  and  hufbandmen.  The  fucceflbr  of  St.  Peter  admini- 
ftered  his  patrimony  with  the  temper  of  a  vigilant  and  moderate  land- 
lord 73 ;  and  the  epiftles  of  Gregory  are  rilled  with  falutary  inftruc- 

71  A  French  critic  (Petrus  G uflanvillus,  the  care  of  the  patrimonies,  left  he  ihould 

Opera,  torn.  ii.  p.  105  —  1 12.)  has  vindicated  betray  that  they  confided  not  of  kingdoms  but 

the  right  of  Gregory  to  the  entire  nonfenfe  farms.    The  French  writers,  the  Benedidtine 

of  the  Dialogues.    Dupin  (torn.  v.  p.  138.)  editors  (torn.  iv.  1.  iii.  p.  272,  &c),  and 

does  not  think  that  any  one  will  vouch  for  Fleury  (torn.  viii.  p.  29,  &c),  are  not  afraid 

the  truth  of  all  thefe  miracles :  I  Ihould  like  of  entering  into  thefe  humble,  though  ufeful, 

to  know  bonu  many  of  them  he  believed  him-  details ;  and  the  humanity  of  Fieury  dwells 

f^''  on.  the  focial  virtues  of  Gregory. 

33  Baronius  is  unwilling  to  expatiate  on 

tions 
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tions  to  abftain  from  doubtful  or  vexatious  law-fuitsj  to  preferve  c 
the  integrity  of  weights  and  meafures;  to  grant  every  reafonable 
delay,  and  to  reduce  the  capitation  of  the  flaves  of  the  glebe,  who 
purchafed  the  right  of  marriage  by  the  payment  of  an  arbitrary 
fine  7\  The  rent  or  the  produce  of  thefe  eftates  was  tranfported  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Tyber,  at  the  rifk  and  expence  of  the  pope:  in 
the  ufe  of  wealth,  he  acted  like  a  faithful  fteward  of  the  church  and 
the  poor,  and  liberally  applied  to  their  wants,  the  inexhauftible 
refources  of  abftinence  and  order.  The  voluminous  account  of  his 
receipts  and  difburfements  was  kept  above  three  hundred  years 
in  the  Lateran,  as  the  model  of  Chriftian  ceconomy.  On  the  four  and 
great  feftivals,  he  divided  their  quarterly  allowance  to  the  clergy, 
to  his  domefiics,  to  the  monafteries,  the  churches,  the  places  of 
burial,  the  alms-houfes,  and  the  hofpitals  of  Rome,  and  the  reft  of 
the  diocefe.  On  the  flrft  day  of  every  month,  he  diftributed  to  the 
poor,  according  to  the  feafon,  their  ftated  portion  of  corn,  wine,  cheefe, 
vegetables,  oil,  fifh,  frefh  proviuons,  clothes,  and  money;  and  his 
treafurers  were  continually  fummoned  to  fatisfy,  in  his  name,  the 
extraordinary  demands  of  indigence  and  merit.  The  inftant  diftrefs 
of  the  fick  and  helplefs,  of  ftrangers  and  pilgrims,  was  relieved  by 
the  bounty  of  each  day,  and  of  every  hour;  nor  would  the  pontiff 
indulge  hirnfelf  in  a  frugal  repaft,  till  he  had  fent  the  dimes  from 
his  own  table  to  fome  objects  deferving  of  his  companion.  The 
mifery  of  the  times  had  reduced  the  nobles  and  matrons  of  Rome  to 
accept,  without  a  blufh,  the  benevolence  of  the  church :  three  thou- 
fand  virgins  received  their  food  and  raiment  from  the  hand  of  their 

74  I  much  fufpeft  that  this  pecuniary  fine  hufband,  an  handfome  bride  might  commute 

on  the  marriages  of  villains  produced  the  fa-  the  payment  in  the  arms  of  a  young  land- 

jtious,  and  often  fabulous,  right,  de  culjfage,  lord,  and  the  mutual  favour  might  afford  a 

At  maryuM,  &c.    With  the  confent  of  her  precedent  of  local  rather  than  legal  tyranny* 

bene- 
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CHAP,  benefactor;  and  many  bifliops  of  Italy  efcaped  from  the  Barbarians 
W~v— w  to  the  hofpitable  threfhold  of  the  Vatican.  Gregory  might  juftly  be 
ftyled  the  Father  of  his  Country  ;  and  fuch  was  the  extreme  fenfibi- 
lity  of  his  confcience,  that,  for  the  death  of  a  beggar  who  had 
periftied  in  the  ftreets,  he  interdicted  himfelf  during  feveral  days 
from  the  exercife  of  facerdotal  functions.  II.  The  misfortunes  of 
Rome  involved  the  apoftolical  paftor  in  the  bufinefs  of  peace  and 
war;  and  it  might  be  doubtful  to  himfelf,  whether  piety  or  ambi- 
tion prompted  him  to  fupply  the  place  of  his  abfent  fovereign. 
Gregory  awakened  the  emperor  from  a  long  flumber,  expofed  the 
guilt  or  incapacity  of  the  exarch  and  his  inferior  minifters,  com- 
plained that  the  veterans  were  withdrawn  from  Rome  for  the  de- 
fence of  Spoleto,  encouraged  the  Italians  to  guard  their  cities  and 
altars;  and  condefcended,  in  the  crifis  of  danger,  to  name  the  tri- 
bunes, and  to  direct  the  operations  of  the  provincial  troops.  But 
the  martial  fpirit  of  the  pope  was  checked  by  the  fcruples  of  hu- 
manity and  religion :  the  impofition  of  tribute,  though  it  was 
employed  in  the  Italian  war,  he  freely  condemned  as  odious  and 
oppreffive ;  whiift  he  protected  againft  the  Imperial  edicts,  the  pious 
cowardice  of  the  foldiers  who  deferted  a  military  for  a  monaftic  life. 
If  we  may  credit  his  own  declarations,  it  would  have  been  eafy  for 
Gregory  to  exterminate  the  Lombards  by  their  domeftic  factions^ 
without  leaving  a  king,  a  duke,  or  a  count,  to  fave  that  unfortunate 
nation  from  the  vengeance  of  their  foes.  As  a  Chriftian  bifhop,  he 
preferred  the  falutary  offices  of  peace ;  his  mediation  appeafed  the 
tumult  of  arms ;  but  he  was  too  confcious  of  the  arts  of  the  Greeks, 
and  the  paffions  of  the  Lombards,  to  engage  his  facred  promife  for 
the  obfervance  of  the  truce.  Difappointed  in  the  hope  of  a  general 
and  lading  treaty,  he  prefumed  to  fave  his  country  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  emperor  or  the  exarch.    The  fword  of  the  enemy  was 

fufpended 
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fufpended  over  Rome ;  it  was  averted  by  the  mild  eloquence  and  c      a  p. 

feafonable  gifts  of  the  pontiff,  who  commanded  the  refpect  of  <   .  ^ 

heretics  and  Barbarians.    The  merits  of  Gregory  were  treated  by  the  0f  Rome!"1 
Byzantine  court  with  reproach  and  infult ;  but  m  the  attachment  of 
a  grateful  people,  he  found  the  pureft.  reward  of  a  citizen,  and  the* 
beft  right  of  a  fovereign 


7S 


rs  The  temporal  reign  of  Gregory  I.  is  de  Regno  Italia;-  See  his  works,  torn.  VL 
ably  expofed  by  Sigonius  in  the  firft  book,    p.  44 — 7^ 
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CHAP.    XL  VI. 

Revolutions  of  Perfia  after  the  Death  of  Chofroes  or 
Nufinrvan. — His  Son  Hormouz^  a  Tyrant ,  is  de- 
fy of  ed. — Ufurpation  of  Baharam. — Flight  and  Refio- 
ration  of  Chofroes  II. — His  Gratitude  to  the  Romans. 
— The  Chagan  of  the  Avars. — Revolt  of  the  Army 
agai?tfi  Maurice. — His  Death. — Tyran?iy  of  Phocas, — 
Elevation  of  Heraclius. — The  Perfian  War. — Chofroes 
Jub  dices  Syria,  Egypt,  and  Afa  Minor. — Siege  of 
Co7iflantinople  by  the  Perfans  and  Avars. — Perfian 
Expeditions. — ViSlories  and  Triumph  of  Heraclius, 

CHAP,  t  U">HE  conflicT:  of  Rome  and  Perfia  was  prolonged  from  the 

XLVI.  .  . 

,  Jl     death  of  Craflus  to  the  reign  of  Heraclius.    An  experience 

Rome^nd  °f  feven  hundred  years  might  convince  the  rival  nations  of  the  im- 
Perlia.  poflibility  of  maintaining  their  conquefts  beyond  the  fatal  limits  of 
.tlie  Tigris  and  Euphrates.  Yet  the  emulation  of  Trajan  and  Julian 
was  awakened  by  the  trophies  of  Alexander,  and  the  fovereigns  of 
Perfia  indulged  the  ambitious  hope  of  reftoring  the  empire  of  Cyrus  *. 
Such  extraordinary  efforts  of  power  and  courage  will  always  com- 
mand the  attention  of  pofterity ;  but  the  events  by  which  the  fate 

1  Miflis  qui . . .  repofcerent .  .  .  veteres  Per-  nal.  vi,  31.    Such  was  the  language  of  the 

farum  ac  Macedonum  terminos,  fequi  invafu-  Arfaddes:  I  have  repeatedly  marked  the  lofty 

rum  pofleffa  Cyro  et  poft  Alexandro,  per  va-  claims  of  the  Sajfanians. 
niloquentiam  ac  minus  jaciebat.    Tacit.  An- 

8  of 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


465 


of  nations  is  not  materially  changed,  leave  a  faint  impreflion  on  the  c  P. 

page  of  hiftory,  and  the  patience  of  the  reader  would  be  exhaufted  '  M  » 

by  the  repetition  of  the  fame  hoftilities,  undertaken  without  caufe, 
profecuted  without  glory,  and  terminated  without  effect.  The  arts 
of  negociation,  unknown  to  the  fimple  greatnefs  of  the  fenate  and 
the  Csefars,  were  affiduoufly  cultivated  by  the  Byzantine  princes ; 
and  the  memorials  of  their  perpetual  embaflies1  repeat,  with  the 
fame  uniform  prolixity,  the  language  of  falfehood  and  declamation, 
the  infolence  of  the  Barbarians,  and  the  fervile  temper  of  the  tri- 
butary Greeks.  Lamenting  the  barren  fuperfluity  of  materials,  I 
have  ftudied  to  comprefs  the  narrative  of  thefe  uninterefting  tranf- 
actions :  but  the  juft  Nufhirvan  is  ftill  applauded  as  the  model  of 
Oriental  kings,  and  the  ambition  of  his  grandfon  Chofroes  pre- 
pared the  revolution  of  the  Eaft,  which  was  fpeedily  accomplimed 
by  the  arms  and  the  religion  of  the  fucceflbrs  of  Mahomet. 

In  the  ufelefs  altercations,  that  precede  and  juftify  the  quarrels  of  Conqueft  of 
princes,  the  Greeks  and  the  Barbarians  accufed  each  other  of  violat-  Numlrvan, 
ing  the  peace  wrhich  had  been  concluded  between  the  two  empires 
about  four  years  before  the  death  of  Juftinian.    The  fovereign  of 
Perfia  and  India  afpired  to  reduce  under  his  obedience  the  province 
of  Yemen  or  Arabia3  Felix,  the  diftant  land  of  myrrh  and  frank- 
incenfe,  which  had  efcaped,  rather  than  oppofed,  the  conquerors  of 
the  Eaft.    After  the  defeat  of  Abrahah  under  the  walls  of  Mecca, 
the  difcord  of  his  fons  and  brothers  gave  an  eafy  entrance  to  the 
Perfians  :  they  chaced  the  ftrangers  of  AbyrTinia  beyond  the  Red  Sea; 

*  See  the  embaflies  of  Menander,  extracted  tory,  vol.  xx.  p.  196—250.  A  perpetual 
and  preferved  in  the  xth  century  by  the  order  miracle  is  fuppofed  to  have  guarded  the  pro- 
of Conftantine  Porphyrogenitus.  phecy  iri  favour  of  the  pofterity  of  fthmael; 

3  The  general  independence  of  the  Arabs,  and  thefe  learned  bigots  are  not  afraid  to  rifle 

which  cannot  be  admitted  without  many  li-  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  on  this  frail  and  flip- 

mitations,  is  blindly  afferted  in  a  feparate  dif-  pery  foundation, 
fertation  of  the  authors  of  the  Univerfal  Hif- 

•  Vol.  IV.  3  o  and 


A.  D.  570, 
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C  XLVI  P  anc^  a  natlve  Prmce  or"  tne  ancient  Homerites  was  reftored  to  the 
<      M      /  the  throne  as  the  vaffal  or  viceroy  of  the  great  Nufhirvan4.    But  the 
nephew  of  Juftinian  declared  his  refolution  to  avenge  the  injuries  of 
his  Chriftian  ally  the  prince  of  Abyflinia,  as  they  fuggefled  a  decent 
pretence  to  difcontinue  the  annual  tribute,  which  was  poorly  dii- 
guifed  by  the  name  of  penfion.    The  churches  of  Pcrfarmenia  were 
opprefTed  by  the  intolerant  fpirit  of  the  Magi ;  they  fecretly  invoked 
the  protector  of  the  Chriftians,  and  after  the  pious  murder  of  their 
fatraps,  the  rebels  were  avowed  and  fupported  as  the  brethren  and 
fubje<fts  of  the  Roman  emperor.    The  complaints  of  Nufliirvan  were 
difregarded  by  the  Byzantine  court ;  Juftin  yielded  to  the  importuni- 
ties of  the  Turks,  who  offered  an  alliance  againft  the  common  enemy; 
and  the  Perfian  monarchy  was  threatened  at  the  fame  inftant  by 
the  united  forces  of  Europe,  of  ^Ethiopia,  and  of  Scythia.    At  the 
age  of  fourfcore,  the  fovereign  of  the  Eaft  would  perhaps  have  chofen 
His  laft  war    the  peaceful  enjoyment  of  his  glory  and  greatnefs :  but  as  foon  as 
mans,the  °   war  became  inevitable,  he  took  the  field  with  the  alacrity  of  youthr 
a^D.  572,    whilft  the  aggreffor  trembled   in   the   palace  of  Conftantinople. 

Nufliirvan,  or  Chofroes,  conducted  in  perfon  the  fiege  of  Dara; 
and  although  that  important  fortrefs  had  been  left  deftitute  of  troops 
and  magazines,  the  valour  of  the  inhabitants  refilled  above  five 
months  the  archers,  the  elephants,  and  the  military  engines  of  the 
great  king,  In  the  mean  while  his  general  Adarman  advanced  from 
Babylon,  traverled  the  defert,  paffed  the  Euphrates,  infulted  the 
'  fuburbs  of  Antioch,  reduced  to  afhes  the  city  of  Apamea,  and  laid 
the  fpoils  of  Syria  at  the  feet  of  his  m after,  whofe  perfeverance  in  the 
midft  of  winter  at  length  fubverted  the  bulwark  of  the  Eaft.  But 

4  D'Herbelot,  Biblioth.  Orient,  p.  477.  A.  D.  569,  in  the  year  of  the  elephant,  or 
Pocock,  Specimen  Hilt.  Arabum,  p.  64,  65.  the  defeat  of  Abrahah  (Gagnier,  Vie  de  Ma- 
Father  Pagi  (Critica,  torn.  ii.  p.  646.)  has  hornet,  torn.  i.  p.  89,  90.  98.)  ;  and  this  ac- 
proved  that,  after  ten  years  peace,  the  Per-  count  allows  two  years  for  the  concjuelt  of 
iian  war,  which  continued  twenty  years,  was  Yemen, 
renewed  A.  D.  571.    Mahomet  was  born 
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thefe  loffes,  which  aftonifhed  the  provinces  and  the  court,  produced  C  H  A  p. 
a  falutary  effect  in  the  repentance  and  abdication  of  the  emperor 
Juftin  :  a  new  fpirit  arofe  in  the  Byzantine  councils;  and  a  truce  of 
three  years  was  obtained  by  the  prudence  of  Tiberius.    That  feafon- 
able  interval  was  employed  in  the  preparations  of  war ;  and  the  voice 
of  rumour  proclaimed  to  the  world,  that  from  the  diftant  countries 
of  the  Alps  and  the  Rhine,  from  Scythia,  Msefia,  Pannonia,  Illyri- 
cum,  and  Ifauria,  the  ftrength  of  the  Imperial  cavalry  was  reinforced 
with  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  foldiers.    Jfet  the  king  of  Per- 
fia,  without  fear,  or  without  faith,  refolved  to  prevent  the  attack  of 
the  enemy :  again  paffed  the  Euphrates,  and  difmiffing  the  ambaf- 
fadors  of  Tiberius,  arrogantly  commanded  them  to  await  his  arrival . 
at  Caefarea,  the  metropolis  of  the  Cappadocian  provinces.    The  two 
armies  encountered  each  other  in  the  battle  of  Melitene :  the  Bar- 
barians, who  darkened  the  air  with  a  cloud  of  arrows,  prolonged 
their  line,  and  extended  their  wings  across  the  plain;  while  the 
Romans,  in  deep  and  folid  bodies,  expected  to  prevail  in  clofer 
action,  by  the  weight  of  their  fwords  and  lances.    A  Scythian  chief, 
who  commanded  their  right  wing,  fuddenly  turned  the  flank  of  the 
enemy,  attacked  their  rear-guard  in  the  prefence  of  Chofroes,  pene- 
trated to  the  midft  of  the  camp,  pillaged  the  royal  tent,  profaned 
the  eternal  fire,  loaded  a  train  of  camels  with  the  fpoils  of  Afia,  cut 
his  way  through  the  Perfian  hoft,  and  returned  with  fongs  of  victory 
to  his  friends,  who  had  confumed  the  day  in  fingle  combats  or  in- 
effectual fkirmifhes.    The  darknefs  of  the  night,  and  the  reparation 
of  the  Romans,  afforded  the  Perfian  monarch  an  opportunity  of  re- 
venge ;  and  one  of  their  camps  was  fwept  away  by  a  rapid  and  im- 
petuous affault.    But  the  review  of  his  lofs,  and  the  confcioufnefs 
of  his  danger,  determined  Chofroes  to  a  fpecdy  retreat :  he  burnt, 
in  his  paffage,  the  vacant  town  of  Melitene  ;  and,  without  confulting 
the  fafety  of  his  troops,  boldly  fwam  the  Euphrates  on  the  back  of 
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C  XL vi  1>*  an  e^ePnant*    After  this  unfuccefsful  campaign,  the  want  of  maga- 

s     «'  '  zines,  and  perhaps  fome  inroad  of  the  Turks,  obliged  him  to  dif- 

band  or  divide  his  forces;  the  Romans  were  left  mafters  of  the  field, 
and  their  general  Juftinian,  advancing  to  the  relief  of  the  Perfarme- 
nian  rebels,  erected  his  ftandard  on  the  banks  of  the  Araxes.  The 
great  Pompey  had  formerly  halted  within  three  days  march  of  the 
Cafpian 5 :  that  inland  fea  was  explored,  for  the  firft  time,  by  an 
hoftile  fleet 6,  and  feventy  thoufand  captives  were  tranfplanted  from 
Hyrcania  to  the  ifle^of  Cyprus.    On  the  return  of  fpring,  Juftinian 
defcended  into  the  fertile  plains  of  Aflyria,  the  flames  of  war  ap- 
His  death,     proached  the  refidence  of  Nufhirvan,  the  indignant  monarch  funk 
A.D.579.    jntQ  tjie  grave,  and  his  laft  edic~l  reftrained  his  fucceflbrs  from  ex- 
pofing  their  perfon  in  a  battle  againft  the  Romans,    Yet  the  memory 
of  this  tranfient  affront  was  loft  in  the  glories  of  a  long  reign  ;  and 
his  formidable  enemies,  after  indulging  their  dream  of  conqueft, 
again  folicited  a  fhort  refpite  from  the  calamities  of  war7. 
Tyranny  and      The  throne  of  Chofroes  Nufhirvan  was  filled  by  Hormouz,  or 
fon^Hor- ls    Hormifdas,  the  eldeft  or  the  moft  favoured  of  his  fons.    With  the 
mouj['  D       kingdoms  of  Perfia  and  India,  he  inherited  the  reputation  and  ex- 
579—590.    ample  of  his  father,  the  fervice,  in  every  rank,  of  his  wife  and 
valiant  officers,  and  a  general  fyftem  of  adminiftration,  harmonifed 

5  He  had  vanquifhed  the  Albanians,  who  Natur.  vi.  21.).  2.  Of  the  Ruffians,  when 
brought  into  the  field  12,000  horfe  and  60,000  Peter  the  Firft  conduced  a  fleet  and  army 
'foot ;  but  he  dreaded  the  multitude  of  ve-  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Mofcow  to  the 
nomous  reptiles,  v/hofe  exiftence  may  admit  coaft  of  Perfia  (Bell's  Travels,  vol.  ii.  p.  325 
of  fome  doubt,  as  well  as  that  of  the  neigh-  — 352-)-  He  juftly  obferves,  that  fuch  mar- 
bouring  Amazons.  Plutarch,  in  Pompeio,  tial  pomp  had  never  been  difplayed  on  the 
torn.  ii.  p.  1165,  1166.  Volga. 

6  In  the  hiftory  of  the  world  I  can  only  7  For  thefe  Perfian  wars  and  treaties,  fee 
perceive  two  navies  on  the  Cafpian:  1.  Of  Menander,  in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  113  — 125. 
the  Macedonian?,  when  Patrocles,  the  admi-  Theophanes  Byzant.  apud  Photium,  cod.  lxiv. 
ral  of  the  kings  of  Syria,  Seleucus  and  An-  p.  77.  80,  81.  Evagrius,  1.  v.  c.  7 — 15. 
tiochus,  defcended  moft  probably  the  river  Theophylaft,  1.  iii.  c.  9  — 16.  Agathias, 
Oxus,  from  the  confines  of  India  (Plin.  Hift.  1.  iv.  p.  140. 
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by  time  and  political  wifdom  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  the  prince 
and  people.  But  the  royal  youth  enjoyed  a  ftill  more  valuable 
hie/Ting,  the  friendfhip  of  a  fage  who  had  prefided  over  his  educa- 
tion, and  who  always  preferred  the  honour  to  the  intereft  of  his 
pupil,  his  intereft  to  his  inclination.  In  a  difpute  with  the  Greek 
and  Indian  philofophers,  Buzurg  8  had  once  maintained,  that  the 
moft  grievous  misfortune  of  life  is  old  age  without  the  remembrance 
of  virtue  ;  and  our  candour  will  prefume  that  the  fame  principle 
compelled  him,  during  three  years,  to  direcl:  the  councils  of  the  Per- 
fian  empire.  His  zeal  was  rewarded  by  the  gratitude  and  docility 
of  Hormouz,  who  acknowledged  himfelf  more  indebted  to  his  pre- 
ceptor than  to  his  parent :  but  when  age  and  labour  had  impaired 
the  ftrength  and  perhaps  the  faculties  of  this  prudent  counfellor,  he 
retired  from  court,  and  abandoned  the  youthful  monarch  to  his 
own  paffions  and  thofe  of  his  favourites.  By  the  fatal  viciflitude 
of  human  affairs,  the  fame  fcenes  were  renewed  at  Ctefiphon,  which 
had  been  exhibited  in  Rome  after  the  death  of  Marcus  Antoninus. 
The  minifters  of  flattery  and  corruption,  who  had  been  banifhed  by 
the  father,  were  recalled  and  cherifhed  by  the  fon  ;  the  difgrace  and 
exile  of  the  friends  of  Nufhirvan  eftablifhed  their  tyranny;  and  vir- 
tue Was  driven  by  degrees  from  the  mind  of  Hormouz,  from  his 
palace,  and  from  the  government  of  the  ftate.  The  faithful  agents, 
the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  king,  informed  him  of  the  progrefs  of  dif- 
order,  that  the  provincial  governors  flew  to  their  prey  with  the 
flercenefs  of  lions  and  eagles,  and  that  their  rapine  and  injuftice 
would  teach  the  moft  loyal  of  his  fubje&s  to  abhor  the  name  and 

8  Buzurg  Mihir  may  be  confidered,  in  his  of  Pilpay.    Such  has  been  the  fame  of  hi* 

character  and  ftation,  as  the  Seneca  of  the  wifdom  and  virtues,  that  the  Christians  claim 

Eaft;  but  his  virtues,  and  perhaps  his  faults,  him  ns  a  believer  in  the  gofpel  ;  and  the 

are  lefs  known  than  tliofe  of  the  Roman,  who  Mahometans  revere  Buzurp  as  a  premature 

appears  to  have  been  much  more  loquacious.  Mufulman.    D'Herbelot,  Bibliotheque  Ori- 

The  Perfian  fage  was  the  perfon  who  import-  entale,  p.  218. 
ed  from  India  the  game  of  chefs  and  the  fables 

authority 
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p-  authority  of  their  fovereign.  The  fincerity  of  this  advice  was  pu- 
^  nifhed  with  death,  the  murmurs  of  the  cities  were  defpifed,  their 
tumults  were  quelled  by  military  execution ;  the  intermediate  powers 
between  the  throne  and  the  people  were  abolifhed ;  and  the  childifh 
vanity  of  Hormouz,  who  affected  the  daily  ufe  of  the  tiara,  was 
fond  of  declaring,  that  he  alone  would  be  the  judge  as  well  as  the 
mafter  of  his  kingdom.  In  every  word,  and  in  every  action,  the 
fon  of  Nufhirvan  degenerated  from  the  virtues  of  his  father.  His 
avarice  defrauded  the  troops ;  his  jealous  caprice  degraded  the  fa- 
traps  :  the  palace,  the  tribunals,  the  waters  of  the  Tigris,  were 
flamed  with  the  blood  of  the  innocent,  and  the  tyrant  exulted  in 
the  fufferings  and  execution  of  thirteen  thoufand  victims.  As  the 
excufe  of  his  cruelty,  he  fometimes  condefcended  to  obferve,  that 
the  fears  of  the  Perfians  would  be  productive  of  hatred,  and  that 
their  hatred  muft  terminate  in  rebellion  ;  but  he  forgot  that  his  own 
guilt  and  folly  had  infpired  the  fcntiments  which  he  deplored,  and 
prepared  the  event  which  he  fo  juftly  apprehended.  Exafperated 
by  long  and  hopelefs  oppreflion,  the  provinces  of  Babylon,  Sufa, 
and  Carmania,  erected  the  ftandard  of  revolt  j  and  the  princes  of 
Arabia,  India,  and  Scythia,  refufed  the  cuftomary  tribute  to  the  un- 
worthy fucceflbr  of  Nufhirvan.  The  arms  of  the  Romans,  in  flow 
fiepes  and  frequent  inroads,  afflicted  the  frontiers  of  Mefopotamia 
ana  Affyria  ;  one  of  their  generals  profeffed  himfelf  the  difciple  of 
Scipio,  and  the  foldiers  were  animated  by  a  miraculous  image  of 
Chrift,  whofe  mild  afped  mould  never  have  been  difplayed  in  the 
front  of  battle 9.  At  the  fame  time,  the  eaftern  provinces  of  Perfia 
were  invaded  by  the  great  khan,  who  paffed  the  Oxus  at  the  head 

£>  See  the  imitation  of  Scipio  in  Theophy-  This,  if  I  &m  not  miftaken,  is  the  oldeft 

laft,  I.  i.  c  14.  ;  the  image  of  Chrift,  1.  ii.  ^eipoB-e'njToj  of  divine  manufacture  ;  but  in 

c.  3.    Hereafter  I  (hall  fpealc  more  amply  of  the  next  thoufand  years,  many  others  i/iued 

the  Chriilian  images — I  had  almoft  faid  idols,  from  the  fame  workfliop. 
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of  three  or  four  hundred  thoufand  Turks.  The  imprudent  Hormouz  CHAP. 

v  r  * 

accepted  their  perfidious  and  formidable  aid  ;  the  cities  of  Khorafan  i  

or  Ba&riana  were  commanded  to  open  their  gates  ;  the  march  of 
the  Barbarians  towards  the  mountains  of  Hyrcania,  revealed  the 
correfpondence  of  the  Turkifh  and  Roman  arms ;  and  their  union 
muft  have  fubverted  the  throne  of  the  houfe  of  Safian. 

Perfia  had  been  loft  by  a  king ;  it  was  faved  by  an  hero.    After  Exploits  of 
his  revolt,  Varanes  or  Bahrain  is  fligmatifed  by  the  fon  of  Hormouz  a.  d.  5'9o. 
as  an  ungrateful  flave  :  the  proud  and  ambiguous  reproach  of  defpot- 
ifm,  fince  he  was  truly  defcended  from  the  ancient  princes  of  Rei ,0, 
one  of  the  feven  families  whofe  fplendid,  as  well  as  fubftantial,  pre- 
rogatives exalted  them  above  the  heads  of  the  Perfian  nobility 
At  the  fiege  of  Dara,  the  valour  of  Bahram  was  fignalifed  under 
the  eyes  of  Nufhirvan,  and  both  the  father  and  fon  fucceffively  pro- 
moted him  to  the  command  of  armies,  the  government  of  Media, 
and  the  fuperintendence  of  the  palace.  The  popular  prediction  which 
marked  him  as  the  deliverer  of  Perfia,  might  be  infpired  by  his  paft 
victories  and  extraordinary  figure  :  the  epithet  Giubin  is  expreflive 
of  the  quality  of  dry  wood-,  he  had  the  ftrength  and  feature  of  a 
giant,  and  his  favage  countenance  was  fancifully  compared  to  that 

10  Ragae,  or  Rei,  is  mentioned  in  the  apo-  the  feven  Perfians  is  told  in  the  third  book  of 
cryphal  book  of  Tohit  as  already  flouriming,  Herodotus;  and  their  noble  dtfeendants  ate 
too  years  before  Chrift,  under  the  Afl'yrian  often  mentioned,  efpccinlly  in  the  frag- 
pirpire.  Under  the  foreign  names  of  Eu-  ments  of  Ctefias.  Yet  the  independence  or 
ropus  and  Arfacia,  this  city,  500  ftadia  to  Otanes  (Herodot.  1.  Hi.  c.  83,84.)  is  hoflile 
the  fouth  of  the  Cafpian  gates,  was  fuccef-  to  the  fpirit  of  defpotifm,  and  it  may  not 
lively  embelliftied  by  the  Macedonians  and  feem  p/obable  that  the  feven  families  could 
Parthians  (Strabo,  1.  xi.  p.  796.)-  ?H  gran-  furvive  the  revolutions  of  eleven  hundred 
deur  and  populoufnefs  in  the  i\t!>  century,  is  years.  They  might  however  be  reprefented 
exaggerated  beyond  the  bounds  of  credibi-  by  the  feven  miniflers  (BrifTon,  de  Regno  Per- 
lity  ;  but  Rei  has  been  fince  ruined  by  wars  fico,  l.i.  p.  190.);  .  and  foine  Perfian  nobles, 
and  the  unwholefomenefs  of  the  air.  Char-  like-ahe  kings  of  Pontas  (Poiyb.  1.  v.  p.  54a) 
tlin,  Voyage  en  Perfe,  torn.  i.  p.  279,  280.  and  Cappadocia  (Diodor^Sicui.  1.  jexxi.  torn. u. 
D'Herbelot,  Biblioth.  Oriental,  p.  714.  p.  517. ),  might  claim  their  dclcem  from  the 

11  Theophyladt,  1.  iii.  c.  18.    Thefloryof  bold  companions  of  Darius.. 
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•  of  a  wild  cat.  While  the  nation  trembled,  while  Hormouz  dif- 
guiied  his  terror  by  the  name  of  fufpicion,  and  his  fervants  con- 
cealed their  difloyalty  under  the  mafk  of  fear,  Bahram  alone  dis- 
played his  undaunted  courage  and  apparent  fidelity :  and  as  foon  as 
he  found  that  no  more  than  twelve  thoufand  foldiers  would  follow 
him  againft  the  enemy,  he  prudently  declared,  that  to  this  fatal 
number  heaven  had  referved  the  honours  of  the  triumph.  The  fteep 
and  narrow  defcent  of  the  Pule  Rudbar ,z  or  Hyrcanian  rock,  is  the 
only  pafs  through  which  an  army  can  penetrate  into  the  territory  of 
Rei  and  the  plains  of  Media.  From  the  commanding  heights,  a 
band  of  refolute  men  might  overwhelm  with  ftones  and  darts  the 
myriads  of  the  Turkifh  hoft  :  their  emperor  and  his  fon  were  tranf- 
pierced  with  arrows ;  and  the  fugitives  were  left,  without  counfel 
or  provifions,  to  the  revenge  of  an  injured  people.  The  patriotifm 
of  the  Perfian  general  was  ftimulated  by  his  affection  for  the  city 
of  his  forefathers ;  in  the  hour  of  victory  every  peafant  became  a 
foldier,  and  every  foldier  an  hero ;  and  their  ardour  was  kindled  by 
the  gorgeous  fpectacle  of  beds,  and  thrones,  and  tables  of  marly  gold, 
the  fpoils  of  Afia,  and  the  luxury  of  the  hoftile  camp.  A  prince  of 
a  lefs  malignant  temper  could  not  eafily  have  forgiven  his  benefactor, 
and  the  fecret  hatred  of  Hormouz  was  envenomed  by  a  malicious 
report,  that  Bahram  had  privately  retained  the  moll  precious  fruits 
of  his  Turkifh  victory.  But  the  approach  of  a  Roman  army  on  the 
fide  of  the  Araxes  compelled  the  implacable  tyrant  to  fmile  and  to 
applaud  ;  and  the  toils  of  Bahram  were  rewarded  with  the  permif- 
fion  of  encountering  a  new  enemy,  by  their  {kill  and  difcipline 
more  formidable  than  a  Scythian  multitude.  Elated  by  his  recent 
fuccefs,  he  difpatched  an  herald  with  a  bold  defiance  to  the  camp  of 

11  See  an  accurate  defcription  of  this  moun-    and  danger  in  his  return  from  Ifpahan  to  the 

tain  by  Olearius  (Voyage  en  Perfe,  p.  997,    Cafpian  fea. 
908.),  who  afcended  it  with  much  difficulty 

7  the 
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the  Romans,  requefting  them  to  fix  a  day  of  battle,  and  to  chufe  c  P. 

whether  they  would  pafs  the  river  themfelves,  or  allow  a  free  pafTage  <  v— — ' 

to  the  arms  of  the  great  king.  The  lieutenant  of  the  emperor 
Maurice  preferred  the  fafer  alternative,  and  this  local  circumflance, 
which  would  have  enhanced  the  victory  of  the  Perfians,  rendered 
their  defeat  more  bloody  and  their  efcape  more  difficult.  But  the 
lofs  of  his  fubjects,  and  the  danger  of  his  kingdom,  were  over- 
balanced in  the  mind  of  Hormouz  by  the  difgrace  of  his  perfonal 
enemy  j  and  no  fooner  had  Bahrain  colleded  and  reviewed  his 
forces,  than  he  received  from  a  royal  meflenger  the  infulting  gift  of 
a  diftaff,  a  fpinning-wheel,  and  a  complete  fuit  of  female  apparel. 
Obedient  to  the  will  of  his  fovereign,  he  fhewed  himfelf  to  the  fol- 
diers  in  this  unworthy  difguife :  they  refented  his  ignominy  and 
their  own ;  a  fhout  of  rebellion  ran  through  the  ranks,  and  the  ge- 
neral accepted  their  oath  of  fidelity  and  vows  of  revenge.  A  fecond 
meflenger,  who  had  been  commanded  to  bring  the  rebel  in  chains, 
was  trampled  under  the  feet  of  an  elephant,  and  manifeftos  were  His  rebel- 
diligently  circulated,  exhorting  the  Perfians  to  aflert  their  freedom  hon' 
againft  an  odious  and  contemptible  tyrant.  The  defection  was 
rapid  and  univerfal :  his  loyal  (laves  were  facrificed  to  the  public 
fury  ;  the  troops  deferted  to  the  ftandard  of  Bahram  ;  and  the  pro- 
vinces again  faluted  the  deliverer  of  his  country. 

As  the  panes  were  faithfully  guarded,  Hormouz  could  only  com-  Hormouz  is 
pute  the  number  of  his  enemies  by  the  teftimony  of  a  guilty  con-  fmprifonJd? 
fcience,  and  the  daily  defection  of  thofe  who,  in  the  hour  of  his 
diftrefs,  avenged  their  wrongs,  or  forgot  their  obligations.  He 
proudly  difpiayed  the  enfigns  of  royalty ;  but  the  city  and  palace  of 
Modain  had  already  efcaped  from  the  hand  of  the  tyrant.  Among 
the  victims  of  his  cruelty,  Bindoes,  a  Saflanian  prince,  had  been  call: 
into  a  dungeon :  his  fetters  were  broken  by  the  zeal  and  courage  of 

Vol.  IV.  3P  a  brother; 


474  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

C  H  A  P.  a  brother;  and  he  flood  b  I  re  the  king  at  the  head  of  thofe  trufty 
^ — -v— — *  guards,  who  had  been  chofen  as  the  minifters  of  his  confinement, 
and  perhaps  of  his  death.  Alarmed  by  the  hafty  intrufion  and  bold 
reproaches  of  the  captive,  Hormouz  looked  round,  but  in  vain,  for 
advice  or  affiftance  ;  dilcovercd  that  his  ftrength  confifted  in  the 
obedience  of  others,  and  patiently  yielded  ro  the  fingle  arm  of 
Bindoes,  who  dragged  him  from  the  throne  to  the  fume  dungeon  in 
which  he  himfelf  had  been  fo  lately  confined.  At  the  nrft  tumult, 
Chofroes,  the  eldeft  of  the  fons  of  Hormouz,  efcaped  from  the  city; 
he  was  perfuaded  to  return  by  the  preffing  and  friendly  invitation 
of  Bindoes,  who  promifed  to  feat  him  on  his  father's  throne,  and 
who  expe&ed  to  reign  under  the  name  of  an  inexperienced  youth. 
In  the  juft  aflurance,  that  his  accomplices  could  neither  forgive  nor 
hope  to  be  forgiven,  and  that  every  Perfian  might  be  trufted  as  the 
judge  and  enemy  of  the  tyrant,  he  inftituted  a  public  trial  without  a 
precedent  and  without  a  copy  in  the  annals  of  the  Eaft.  The  fon 
of  Nulhirvan,  who  had  requefted  to  plead  in  his  own  defence,  was 
introduced  as  a  criminal  into  the  full  affembly  of  the  nobles  and 
fatraps  '3.  He  was  heard  with  decent  attention  as  long  as  he  expa- 
tiated on  the  advantages  of  order  and  obedience,  the  danger  of  in- 
novation, and  the  inevitable  difcord  of  thofe  who  had  encouraged 
each  other  to  trample  on  their  lawful  and  hereditary  fovereign.  By 
a  pathetic  appeal  to  their  humanity,  he  extorted  that  pity  which 
i$  feldcm  refufed  to  the  fallen  fortunes  of  a  king ;  and  while  they 
beheld  the  abject  pofture  and  fqualid  appearance  of  the  prifoner, 
his  tears,  his  chains,  and  the  marks  of  ignominious  ftripes,  it  was 
impoflible  to  forget  how  recently  they  had  adored  the  divine  fplen- 
dour  of  his  diadem  and  purple.  But  an  angry  murmur  arofe  in  the 
alfembly  as  foon  as  he  prefumed  to  vindicate  his  conduct,  and  to 

13  The  Orientals  fuppofe  that  Bahram  con-    but  Theophylaft  is,  in  this  inftancc,  mote 
vened  this  afltmoiy  and  proclaimed  Chofroes ;   diilinft  and  credible. 

applaud 
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applaud  the  victories  of  his  reign.    He  defined  the  duties  of  a  king,  P  ^ ^  V/ 

and  the  Perfian  nobles  liftened  with  a  fmile  of  contempt ;  they  were  «  w  * 

fired  with  indignation  when  he  dared  to  vilify  the  chara&er  of 
Chofroes ;  and  by  the  indifcreet  offer  of  refigning  the  fceptre  to  the 
fecond  of  his  fons,  he  fubfcribed  his  own   condemnation,  and 
facrificed  the  life  of  his  innocent  favourite.    The  mangled  bodies 
of  the  boy  and  his  mother  were  expofed  to  the  people ;  the  eyes 
of  Hormouz  were  pierced  with  a  hot  needle  ;  and  the  puniflinient 
of  the  father  was  fucceeded  by  the  coronation  of  his  eldeft  fon. 
Chofroes  had  afcended  the  throne  without  guilt,  and  his  piety  ftrove  Elevation  of 
to  alleviate  the  mifery  of  the  abdicated  monarch  ;  from  the  dungeon  roes, 
he  removed  Hormouz  to  an  apartment  of  the  palace,  fupplicd  with 
liberality  the  confolations  of  fenfual  enjoyment,  and  patiently  en- 
dured the  furious  fallies  of  his  refentment  and  defpair.    He  might 
defpife  the  refentment  of  a  blind  and  unpopular  tyrant,  but  the  tiara 
was  trembling  on  his  head,  till  he  could  fubvert  the  power,  or 
acquire  the  friendfhip,  of  the  great  Bahram,  who  flernly  denied  the 
juftice  of  a  revolution,  in  which  himfelf  and  his  foldiers,  the  true 
reprefentatives  of  Perfia,  had  never  been  confulted.    The  offer  of  a 
general  amnefty,  and  of  the  fecond  rank  in  his  kingdom,  was  an- 
fwered  by  an  epiflle  from  Bahram  friend  of  the  gods,  conqueror  of 
men,  and  enemy  of  tyrants,  the  fatrap  of  fatraps,  general  of  the 
Perfian  armies,  and  a  prince  adorned  with  the  title  of  eleven  vir- 
tues ,4.    He  commands  Chofroes,  the  fon  of  Hormouz,  to  fhun  the 
example  and  fate  of  his  father,  to  confine  the  traitors  who  had  been 
releafed  from  their  chains,  to  depofit  in  fome  holy  place  the  diadem 
which  he  had  ufurped,  and  to  accept  from  his  gracious  benefactor 

'*  See  the  words  of  Theophylaft,  I.  br.    ftyles  himfelf  tr,  mm  x%vK°V-"^  op/vcra  .  . . . 

C.  7.     Barpatf*  0iXo;    tgi;    8=01;,    ttKr,Tr,<;  cTTifuv/ic,     0  TU?  AffUfXq   (the  genii)   purbvuitc;.     This  is 

Tvpctwvr  tx6fo,»  0-a.TfXTrr);  ptytramn,  rrtf  IJtOTieqf  genuine  Oriental  bom  baft. 
Sec.    In  his  an fvver,  Chofroes 

1  P  2  the 
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C  xl vi  P   l^ie  Par^on  °^       ^"au^ts  an^  tne  government  of  a  province.  The 

v— — v  '  rebel  might  not  be  proud,  and  the  king  moft  affuredly  was  not 

humble ;  but  the  one  was  confcious  of  his  ftrength,  the  other  was 
fenfible  of  his  weaknefs ;  and  even  the  modeft  language  of  his  reply 
ftill  left  room  for  treaty  and  reconciliation.  Chofroes  led  into  the 
field  the  flaves  of  the  palace  and  the  populace  of  the  capital:  they 
beheld  with  terror  the  banners  of  a  veteran  army;  they  were  en- 
compaffed  and  furprifed  by  the  evolutions  of  the  general ;  and  the 
iatraps  who  had  depofed  Hormouz,  received  the  puniihment  of  then- 
revolt,  or  expiated  their  firft  treafon  by  a  fecond  and  more  criminal 
act  of  difloyalty.  The  life  and  liberty  of  Chofroes  were  faved,  but 
he  was  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  imploring  aid  or  refuge  in  fome 
foreign  land  ;  and  the  implacable  Bindoes,  anxious  to  fecure  an  un- 
Death  of       queftionable  title,  haflily  returned  to  the  palace,  and  ended,  with  a 

Hormouz,        i  *  A  '  7 

A.jy.  590.  bow-ftring,  the  wretched  exiftence  of  the  fon  of  Nufliirvan's. 
Chofroes  flies  While  Chofroes  difpatched  the  preparations  of  his  retreat,  he  de- 
mans!  R°"  liberated  with  his  remaining  friends  ,<s,  whether  he  mould  lurk  in 
the  vallies  of  Mount  Caucafus,  or  fly  to  the  tents  of  the  Turks,  or 
folicit  the  protection  of  the  emperor.  The  long  emulation  of  the 
fucceflbrs  of  Artaxerxes  and  Conftantine  encreafed  his  reluctance 
to  appear  as  a  fuppliant  in  a  rival  court;  but  he  weighed  the  forces 
of  the  Romans,  and  prudently  confidered,  that  the  neighbourhood 
of  Syria  would  render  his  efcape  more  eafy  and  their  fuccours  more 
effectual.    Attended  only  by  his  concubines,  and  a  troop  of  thirty 

15  Theophylatt  (1.  iv.  c.  7.)  imputes  the  fimilar  debate.  He  was  himfelf  defirous  of 
death  of  Hormouz  to  his  fon,  by  whofe  com-  feeking  the  Parthians  ;  but  his  companions 
mand  he  was  beaten  to  death  with  clubs.  I  abhorred  the  unnatural  alliance  ;  and  the  ad- 
have  followed  the  milder  account  of  Khon-  verfe  prejudices  might  operate  as  forcibly  on 
demir  and  Eutychius,  and  fhall  always  be  Chofroes  and  his  companions,  who  could  de- 
content  with  the  flightell  evidence  to  exte-  fcribe,  with  the  fame- vehemence,  the  contrail 
nuate  the  crime  of  parricide.  of  laws,  religion,  and  manners,  between  the 

16  After  the  battle  of  Pharfalia,  the  Pom-    Eaft  and  Weft, 
pey  of  Lucan  (1.  viii.  256—455.)  holds  a 

1 8  guards, 
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guards,  he  fecretly  departed  from  the  capital,  followed  the  banks  of  C  HAP. 
the  Euphrates,  traverfed  the  defert,  and  halted  at  the  diftance  of  tea  v— v— — * 
miles  from  Circefium.  About  the  third  watch  of  the  night,  the 
Roman  prsefect  was  informed  of  his  approach,  and  he  introduced 
the  royal  ftranger  to  the  fortrefs  at  the  dawn  of  day.  From  thence 
the  king  of  Perlia  was  conducted  to  the  more  honourable  refidence 
of  Hierapolis ;  and  Maurice  diiTembled  his  pride,  and  diiplayed  his 
benevolence,  at  the  reception  of  the  letters  and  ambaffadors  of  the 
grandfon  of  Nufhirvan.  They  humbly  reprefented  the  viciflitudes 
of  fortune  and  the  common  intereft  of  princes,  exaggerated  the  in- 
gratitude of  Bahram  the  agent  of  the  evil  principle,  and  urged,  with 
ipecious  argument,  that  it  was  for  the  advantage  of  the  Romans 
themfelves  to  fupport  the  two  monarchies  which  balance  the  world, 
the  two  great  luminaries  by  whofe  falutary  influence  it  is  vivified 
and  adorned.  The  anxiety  of  Choiroes  was  foon  relieved  by  the 
aflurance,  that  the  emperor  had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  juftice  and 
royalty  ;  but  Maurice  prudently  declined  the  expence  and  delay  of 
his  ufelefs  vifit  to  Conftantinople.  In  the  name  of  his  generous  be- 
nefactor, a  rich  diadem  was  preiented  to  the  fugitive  prince  with 
an  ineflimable  gift  of  jewels  and  gold  ;  a  powerful  army  was  alTem- 
bled  on  the  frontiers  of  Syria  and  Armenia,  under  the  command 
of  the  valiant  and  faithful  Narfes  "7,  and  this  general,  of  his  own 
nation,  and  his  own  choice,  was  directed  to  pais  the  Tigris,  and 
never  to  fheath  his  iword  till  he  had  reftored  Choiroes  to  the  throne 
of  his  anceftors.    The  enterprife,  however  fplendid,  was  lefs  arduous 

17  In  this  age  there  were  three  Will  Tin  i  of  2.  The  eunuch  vvho  conquered  Ita.'y. — 3.  The 

the  name  cf  Ncr/es,  who  have  been  of:en  reftorer  of  Chofrces,  who  is  celebrated  in  the 

confounded  (Pagi,  Critica,  tern.  ii.  p.  64c.)  :  poem  of  Corippus  (I.  iii.  220—227.)  as  e  ■:- 

1.  A  Perfarmenian,  the  brother  cf  Ifiac  and  celfus  fuper  omnia  verrice  agmina.  .  . .  ha- 

Armatius,  who,  after  a  fuccefsful  action  againft  bitu  modeflus  ....  mcrum  prcbitate  placens, 

Beiifarius,  deferted  from  his  Perfian  fevereign,  virtute  verendus  j  fulmineus,  cautus,  vigilacs, 

»nd  aftercares  ferved  in  the  Itaiiaa  war. —  &c. 

than 
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than  it  might  appear.    Perfia  had  already  repented  of  her  fatal  rafh~ 
nefs,  which  betrayed  the  heir  of  the  houfe  of  SalTan  to  the  ambition 
of  a  rebellious  fubjecl: ;  and  the  bold  refufal  of  the  Magi  to  confe- 
crate  his  ufurpation,  compelled  Bahram  to  aflume  the  fceptre,  re- 
gardlefs  of  the  laws  and  prejudices  of  the  nation.    The  palace  was 
foon  diffracted  with  confpiracy,  the  city  with  tumult,  the  provinces 
with  infurrection ;  and  the  cruel  execution  of  the  guilty  and  the 
fufpected,  ferved  to  irritate  rather  than  fubdue  the  public  difcontent. 
No  fooner  did  the  grandfon  of  Nufhirvan  difplay  his  own  and  the 
Roman  banners  beyond  the  Tigris,  than  he  was  joined,  each  day, 
by  the  encreafing  multitudes  of  the  nobility  and  people ;  and  as  he 
advanced,  he  received  from  every  fide  the  grateful  offerings  of  the 
keys  of  his  cities  and  the  heads  of  his  enemies.    As  foon  as  Modain 
was  freed  from  the  prefence  of  the  ufurper,  the  loyal  inhabitants 
obeyed  the  firft  fummons  of  Mebodes  at  the  head  of  only  two 
thoufand  horfe,  and  Chofroes  accepted  the  facred  and  precious  or- 
naments of  the  palace  as  the  pledge  of  their  truth  and  a  prefage 
of  his  approaching  fuccefs.  After  the  junction  of  the  Imperial  troops, 
which  Bahram  vainly  ftruggled  to  prevent,  the  conteft  was  decided 
by  two  battles  on  the  banks  of  the  Zab,  and  the  confines  of  Media. 
The  Romans,  with  the  faithful  fubjects  of  Perfia,  amounted  to  fixty 
thoufand,  while  the  whole  force  of  the  ufurper  did  not  exceed  forty 
thoufand  men  :  the  two  generals  fignalifed  their  valour  and  ability, 
but  the  victory  was  finally  determined  by  the  prevalence  of  numbers 
and  difcipline.    With  the  remnant  of  a  broken  army,  Bahram  fled 
towards  the  eaftern  provinces  of  the  Oxus  :  the  enmity  of  Perfia  re- 
conciled him  to  the  Turks  ;  but  his  days  were  fhortened  by  poifon, 
perhaps  the  moll  incurable  of  poifons ;  the  flings  of  remorfe  and  de- 
fpair,  and  the  bitter  remembrance  of  loft  glory.    Yet  the  modern 
Perfians  ftill  commemorate  the  exploits  of  Bahram  j  and  fome  excellent 
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laws  have  prolonged  the  duration  of  his  troubled  and  tranfitory  c p* 


reign. 


The  restoration  of  Chofroes  was  celebrated  with  feafts  and  cxe-  Restoration 

.  r       r  apd  policy  of 

cutions  ;  and  the  mufic  of  the  royal  banquet  was  often  difturbed  by  Chofroes, 
i     t  .  ...  AD 

the  groans  of  dying  or  mutilated  criminals.    A  general  pardon  might  591—603. 

have  difFufed  comfort  and  tranquillity  through  a  country  which 
had  been  fhaken  by  the  late  revolutions  j  yet,  before  the  languinary 
temper  of  Chofroes  is  blamed,  we  mould  learn  whether  the  Perfians 
had  not  been  accuftomed  either  to  dread  the  rigour,  or  to  defpife  the 
weaknefs,  of  their  fovereign.  The  revolt  of  Bahrain,  and  the  con- 
fpiracy  of  the  fatraps,  were  impartially  punifhed  by  the  revenge  or 
juftice  of  the  conqueror ;  the  merits  of  Bindoes  himfelf  could  not 
purify  his  hand  from  the  guilt  of  royal  blood  j  and  the  fon  of  Hor- 
mouz  was  defirous  to  aflTert  his  own  innocence  and  to  vindicate  the 
fan&ity  of  kings.  During  the  vigour  of  the  Roman  power,  feveral 
princes  were  feated  on  the  throne  of  Perfia  by  the  arms  and  the  autho- 
rity of  the  firft  Csefars.  But  their  new  fubjects  were  foon  difgufted 
with  the  vices  or  virtues  which  they  had  imbibed  in  a  foreign  land  ; 
the  instability  of  their  dominion  gave  birth  to  a  vulgar  obfervation, 
that  the  choice  of  Rome  was  folicited  and  rejected  with  equal  ar- 
dour by  the  capricious  levity  of  Oriental  flaves  IS.  But  the  glory 
of  Maurice  was  confpicuous  in  the  long  and  fortunate  reign  of  his 
fon  and  his  ally.  A  band  of  a  thoufand  Romans,  who  continued  to 
guard  the  perfon  of  Chofroes,  proclaimed  his  confidence  in  the  fide- 
lity of  the  ftrangers  ;  his  growing  Strength  enabled  him  to  difmifs 
this  unpopular  aid,  but  he  fteadily  profeifed  the  fame  gratitude  and 
reverence  to  his  adopted  father ;  and  till  the  death  of  Maurice,  the 

18  Experiments   cognitum   eft   Barbaros    32—44.),  and  Meherdates  (Annal.  xi.  10. 
malle   Roma    petere    reges    quam    habere,    xii.  10 — 14.).     The  eye  of  Tacitus  leems 
Thefe  experiments  are  admirably  reprefent-    to  have  tranfpierced  the  camp  of  the  Par- 
ed in  the  invitation  and  expulfion  of  Vono-    thians  and  the  walls  of  the  haram. 
nes  (Annal.  ii.  1 — 3.),  Tiridates  (Annal.  vi. 
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peace  and  alliance  of  the  two  empires  were  faithfully  maintained. 
Yet  the  mercenary  friendfhip  of  the  Roman  prince  had  been  pur- 
chafed  with  coftly  and  important  gifts  :  the  ftrong  cities  of  Mar- 
tyropolis  and  Dara  were  reftored,  and  the  Perfarmenians  became 
the  willing  fubjetts  of  an  empire,  whofe  eaftern  limit  was  extended, 
beyond  the  example  of  former  times,  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the 
Araxes  and  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Cafpian.  A  pious  hope  was 
indulged,  that  the  church  as  well  as  the  ftate  might  triumph  in  this 
revolution  :  but  if  Chofroes  had  fincerely  liftened  to  the  Chriftian 
bifhops,  the  impreflion  was  erazed  by  the  zeal  and  eloquence  of  the 
Magi  :  if  he  was  armed  with  philofophic  indifference,  he  accommo- 
dated his  belief,  or  rather  his  profeffions,  to  the  various  circumftances 
of  an  exile  and  a  fovereign.  The  imaginary  converfion  of  the  king 
of  Perfia  was  reduced  to  a  local  and  fuperftitious  veneration  for  Ser- 
gius19,  one  of  the  faints  of  Antioch,  who  heard  his  prayers  and  ap- 
peared to  him  in  dreams  ;  he  enriched  the  fhrine  with  offerings  of 
gold  and  filver,  and  afcribed  to  this  invifible  patron  the  fuccefs  of 
his  arms,  and  the  pregnancy  of  Sira,  a  devout  Chriftian  and  the 
belt  beloved  of  his  wives  The  beauty  of  Sira,  or  Schirin  M,  her 
wit,  her  mufical  talents,  are  ftill  famous  in  the  hiftory  or  rather  in 
the  romances  of  the  Eaft  :  her  own  name  is  expreffive,  in  the  Perfian 
tongue,  of  fweetnefs  and  grace ;  and  the  epithet  of  Parviz  alludes 


19  Sergius  and  his  companion  Eacchus, 
who  are  faid  to  have  fufFered  in  the  perfec- 
tion of  Maximian,  obtained  divine  honour  in 
France,  Italy,  Conftantinople,  and  the  Eaft. 
Their  tomb  at  Rafaphe  was  famous  for  mi- 
racles., and  that  Syrian  town  acquired  the 
more  honourable  name  of  Sergiopolis.  Til- 
lemont,  Mem.  Ecdef.  torn.  v.  p.  491 — 4.96. 
Butler's  Saints,  vol.  x.  p.  155. 

40  Evagrius  (l.vi.  c.  21.)  and  Theophylait 
(l.v.  c.  13,  14.)  have  preferved  the  original 
letters  of  Chofroes,  written  in  Greek,  figned 
with  his  own  hand,  and  afterwards  infcribed 


on  crofles  and  tables  of  gold,  which  were  de- 
pofited  in  the  church  of  Sergiopolis.  They 
had  been  fent  to  the  bilhop  of  Antioch,  as 
primate  of  Syria. 

11  The  Greeks  only  defcribe  her  as  a  Ro- 
man by  birth,  a  Chriftian  by  religion  ;  but 
fhe  is  reprefented  as  the  daughter  of  the  em- 
peror Maurice  in  the  Perfian  and  Turkifh  ro- 
mances, which  celebrate  the  love  of  Khofrou 
for  Schirin,  of  Schirin  for  Ferhad,  the  moft 
beautiful  youth  of  the  Eaft.  D'Herbelot, 
Biblioth.  Orient,  p.  789.  997,998. 
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A.  D. 

570  —  600, 


to  the  charms  of  her  royal  lover.    Yet  Sira  never  fhared  the  paflion  c  ht  a 

XLVI. 

which  (he  infpired,  and  the  blifs  of  Chofroes  was  tortured  by  a  1  » — 

jealous  doubt,  that  while  he  pofTefTed  her  perfon,  flie  had  bellowed 
her  affections  on  a  meaner  favourite". 

While  the  majefty  of  the  Roman  name  was  revived  in  the  Eaft,  Pride.policjr, 

,  and  power  of 

the  profpect  of  Europe  is  lefs  pleating  and  lefs  glorious.  By  the  de-  the  chagan 
parture  of  the  Lombards,  and  the  ruin  of  the  Gepidce,  the  balance 
of  power  was  deftroyed  on  the  Danube ;  and  the  Avars  fpread  their 
permanent  dominion  from  the  foot  of  the  Alps  to  the  fea-coaft  of 
the  Euxine.  The  reign  of  Baian  is  the  brighter!:  rera  of  their  mo- 
narchy ;  their  chagan,  who  occupied  the  ruftic  palace  of  Attila, 
appears  to  have  imitated  his  character  and  policy *3 ;  but  as  the  fame 
fcenes  were  repeated  in  a  fmaller  circle,  a  minute  reprefentation  of 
the  copy  would  be  devoid  of  the  greatnefs  and  novelty  of  the  original. 
The  pride  of  the  fecond  Juftin,  of  Tiberius,  and  Maurice,  was 
humbled  by  a  proud- Barbarian,  more  prompt  to  inflict,  than  expofed 
to  fuffer,  the  injuries  of  war ;  and  as  often  as  Afia  was  threatened 


**  The  whole  feries  of  the  tyranny  of  Hor- 
mouz,  the  revolt  of  Bahram,  and  the  flight 
and  reftoration  of  Chofroes,  is  related  by  two 
contemporary  Greeks — more  concifely  by 
Evagrius  (l.vi.  c.  i6,  17,  18,  19.) — and  moll 
diffufely  by  TheGphylacfc  Simocatta  (1.  iii. 
c.  6—18.  1.  iv.  c.  1  — 16.  1.  v.  c.  1  —  1 5. )  j 
fucceedin?  compilers,  Zonaras  and  Cedrenus, 
can  only  tranfcribe  and  abridge.  The  Chrif- 
tian  Arabs,  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  200 
— 208.)  and  Abulpharagius  (Dynaft.  p.  96 
—98.),  appear  to  have  confulted  fome  par- 
ticular memoirs.  The  great  Perfian  hifto- 
rians  of  the  x\lh  century,  Mirkhond  and 
Khondemir,  are  only  known  to  me  by  the 
imperfect  extracts  of  Schikard  (Tarikh,  p.  150 
—  155.),  Texeira,  or  rather  Stevens  (Hifl. 
of  Perfia,  p.  182—186.),  a  Turkifh  MS. 
tranflated  by  the  Abbe  Fourmont  (Hid.  de 
l'Academie  des  Infcriptions,  torn.  vii.  p.  325 

Vol.  IV. 


—  334-),  and  d'Herbelot  (aux  mots,  Hormoux., 
p.  457 — 459.  Bahrain,  p.  174.  Khofrou 
Parviz,  p.  996.).  Were  I  perfectly  fatisfied  of 
their  authority,  I  could  wi(h  thefe  Oriental 
materials  had  been  more  copious. 

13  A  general  idea  of  the  pride  and  power 
of  the  chagan  may  be  taken  from  Menander 
(Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  U7,&c.)  and  Theophy- 
Iac?t  (I.  i,  c.  3.  1.  vii.  c.  15.),  whofe  eight 
books  are  much  more  honourable  to  the  A- 
var  than  to  the  Roman  prince.  The  prede- 
ceffors  of  Baian  had  tailed  the  liberality  of 
Rome,  and  be  furvived  the  reign  of  Maurice 
(Buat,  Hilt,  des  Peuples  Barbares,  torn.  xi. 
p.  545.).'  The  chagan  who  invaded  Italy  A.  D. 
611  (Muratori,  Annali,  torn.  v.  p.  305.) 
was  then  juvenili  astate  florentem  (Paul  War- 
nefrid,  de  Gefr.  Langobard.  1.  v.  c.  38.),  the 
fon,  perhaps,  or  the  grandfon,  of  Baian. 
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CHAP,  by  the  Perfian  arms,  Europe  was  opprefTed  by  the  dangerous  inroads,  or 
.    _r  coftly  friendfhip,  of  the  Avars.  When  the  Roman  envoys  approached 
the  prefence  of  the  chagan,  they  were  commanded  to  wait  at  the  door 
of  his  tent,  till,  at  the  end  perhaps  of  ten  or  twelve  days,  he  con- 
defcended  to  admit  them.  If  the  fubftance  or  the  ftyle  of  their  meflage 
was  ofFenfive  to  his  ear,  he  infulted,  with  real  or  affected  fury,  their 
own  dignity,  and  that  of  their  prince;  their  baggage  was  plundered, 
and  their  lives  were  only  faved  by  the  promife  of  a  richer  prefent 
and  a  more  refpectful  addrefs.    But  bis  facred  ambafladors  enjoyed 
and  abufed  an  unbounded  licence  in  the  midft  of  Conftantinople : 
they  urged,  with  importunate  clamours,  the  increafe  of  tribute,  or 
the  restitution  of  captives  and  deferters ;  and  the  majefty  of  the 
empire  was  almoft  equally  degraded  by  a  bafe  compliance,  or  by  the 
falfe  and  fearful  excufes,  with  which  they  eluded  fuch  infolent  de- 
mands.   The  chagan  had  never  feen  an  elephant  j  and  his  curiofity 
was  excited  by  the  ftrange,  and  perhaps  fabulous,  portrait  of  that 
wonderful  animal.    At  his  command,  one  of  the  largeft  elephants  of 
the  Imperial  {tables  was  equipped  with  {lately  caparifons,  and  con- 
ducted by  a  numerous  train  to  the  royal  village  in  the  plains  of 
Hungary.     He  furveyed  the  enormous  beaft  with  furprife,  with 
difguft,  and  poflibly  with  terror ;  and  fmiled  at  the  vain  induftry  of 
the  Romans,  who,  in  fearch  of  fuch  ufelefs  rarities,  could  explore 
the  limits  of  the  land  and  fea.    He  wifhed,  at  the  expence  of  the 
emperor,  to  repofe  in  a  golden  bed.    The  wealth  of  Conftantinople, 
and  the  fkilful  diligence  of  her  artifts,  were  inftantly  devoted  to  the 
gratification  of  his  caprice  ;  but  when  the  wTork  was  finifhed,  he 
rejected  with  fcorn  a  prefent  fo  unworthy  the  majefty  of  a  great 
king  **.    Thefe  were  the  cafual  fallies  of  his  pride,  but  the  avarice 
of  the  chagan  was  a  more  fteady  and  tractable  pafiion :  a  rich  and 

94  Theophylaft,  1.  i.  c,  5,6. 
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regular  fupply  of  filk  apparel,  furniture,  and  plate,  introduced  the  c  p* 
rudiments  of  art  and  luxury  among  the  tents  of  the  Scythians ;  '  w  * 
their  appetite  was  Simulated  by  the  pepper  and  cinnamon  of  India""5; 
the  annual  fubfidy  or  tribute  was  raifed  from  fourfcore  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  ;  and  after  each  hoftile 
interruption,  the  payment  of  the  arrears,  with  exorbitant  intereft, 
was  always  made  the  firft  condition  of  the  new  treaty.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  a  Barbarian,  without  guile,  the  prince  of  the  Avars  afFedted 
to  complain  of  the  infincerity  of  the  Greeks  *6,  yet  he  was  not  in- 
ferior to  the  moft  civilized  nations  in  the  refinements  of  diffimula- 
tion  and  perfidy.  As  the  fucceflbr  of  the  Lombards,  the  chagan. 
afTerted  his  claim  to  the  important  city  of  Sirmium,  the  ancient  bul- 
wark of  the  Illyrian  provinces17.  The  plains  of  the  Lower  Hungary 
were  covered  with  the  Avar  horfe,  and  a  fleet  of  large  boats  was 
built  in  the  Hercynian  wood ;  to  defcend  the  Danube,  and  to  trans- 
port into  the  Save  the  materials  of  a  bridge.  But  as  the  ftrong  gar- 
rifon  of  Singidunum,  which  commanded  the  conflux  of  the  two 
rivers,  might  have  (topped  their  paflage  and  baffled  his  defigns,  he  dif- 
pelled  their  apprehenfions  by  a  folemn  oath,  that  his  views  were  not 
hoftile  to  the  empire.  He  fwore  by  his  fword,  the  fymbol  of  the 
god  of  war,  that  he  did  not,  as  the  enemy  of  Rome,  conftruct  a 
bridge  upon  the  Save.  "  If  I  violate  my  oath,"  purfued  the  intre- 
pid Baian,  "  may  I  myfelf,  and  the  laft  of  my  nation,  perifh  by 
*'  the  fword !  may  the  heavens,  and  fire,  the  deity  of  the  heavens, 

55  Even  in  the  field,  the  chagan  delighted  16  Theophylatt,  I.  vi.  c.  6.  1.  vii.  c.  15. 

in  the  ufe  of  thefe  aromatics.    He  folicited,  The  Greek  hiftorian  confefTes  the  truth  and 

as  a  gift,  b&xof  nayjx^i  and  received  irnnp  juftice  of  his  reproach. 

v.%\  <pv~KM*  l>$iit,  Jtatria*  rt  *ai  ts>  Xsys/uw  *c$-oi.  17  Menander  (in  Excerpt.  Legat.  p.  126 

Tbeophylafl,  1.  vii.  c.  13.    The  Europeans  -—132.  174,  175.)  defcribes  the  perjury  of 

of  the  ruder  ages  confumed  more  fpices  in  Baian  and  the  furrender  of  Sirmium.  We 

their  meat  and  drink  than  is  compatible  with  have  loft  his  account  of  the  fiege,  which  is 

the  delicacy  of  a  modern  palate.    Vie  Privee  commended  by  Theophylad,  1.  i.  c.  3.  T. 

des  Fr2nsois,  torn.  ii.  p.  162,  163.  i'  rj7raq  Miia,J-o,  T«  irtfiftwd  Immpvim. 
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c  H  A  p-  "  fall  upon  our  heads !  may  the  forefts  and  mountains  bury  us  in 
v. — — >  u  their  ruins!  and  the  Save  returning,  againft  the  laws  of  nature, 
"  to  his  fource,  overwhelm  us  in  his  angry  waters!"  After  this 
barbarous  imprecation,  he  calmly  enquired,  what  oath  was  mofi: 
facred  and  venerable  among  the  Chriftians,  what  guilt  of  perjury  it 
was  moft  dangerous  to  incur.  The  bifhop  of  Singidunum  prefented 
the  gofpel,  which  the  chagan  received  with  devout  reverence.  "  I 
"  fwear,"  faid  he,  "  by  the  God  who  has  fpoken  in  this  holy  book, 
"  that  I  have  neither  falfehood  on  my  tongue  nor  treachery  in  my 
"  heart.''  As  foon  as  he  rofe  from  his  knees,  he  accelerated  the 
labour  of  the  bridge,  and  difpatched  an  envoy  to  proclaim  what  he 
no  longer  wifhed  to  conceal.  "  Inform  the  emperor,"  faid  the  per- 
fidious Baian,  "  that  Sirmium  is  inverted  on  every  fide.  Advile 
"  his  prudence  to  withdraw  the  citizens  and  their  effects,  and  to 
"  refign  a  city  which  it  is  now  impoffible  to  relieve  or  defend.'*' 
Without  the  hope  of  relief,  the  defence  of  Sirmium  was  prolonged 
above  three  years :  the  walls  were  ftill  untouched  ;  but  famine  was 
inclofed  within  the  walls,  till  a  merciful  capitulation  allowed  the 
efcape  of  the  naked  and  hungry  inhabitants.  Singidunum,  at  the 
diftance  of  fifty  miles,  experienced  a  more  cruel  fate:  the  buildings 
were  razed,  and  the  vanquished  people  was  condemned  to  fervitude 
and  exile.  Yet  the  ruins  of  Sirmium  are  no  longer  vifible;  the 
advantageous  fituation  of  Singidunum  foon  attracted  a  new  colony  of 
Sclavonians,  and  the  conflux  of  the  Save  and  Danube  is  ftill  guarded 
by  the  fortifications  of  Belgrade,  or  the  White  City,  fo  often  and  fo 
obftinately  difputed  by  the  Chriftian  and  Turkifh  arms18.  From 
Belgrade  to  the  walls  of  Conftantinople  a  line  may  be  meafured  of 

18  See  d'Anville,  in  the  Memoires  de  PA-    Pcrphyrogenitus ;  the  Latin  appellation  of 
tad.  des  Infcriptions,  torn,  xxviii.  p.  412—    Alba  Gr&ca  is  ufed  by  the  Franks  in  the  be- 
443.     The  Sclavonic  name  of  Belgrade  is    ginning  of  the  ixth  (p.  414. ). 
mentioned  in  the  x,h  century  by  Conitantine 

fix 
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fix  hundred  miles  :  that  line  was  marked  with  flames  and  with  blood  ; 
the  horfes  cf  the  Avars  were  alternately  bathed  in  the  Euxine  and 
the  Adriatic ;  and  the  Roman  pontiff,  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  a 
more  lavage  enemy29,  was  reduced  to  cherifh  the  Lombards  as  the 
protectors  of  Italy.  The  defpair  of  a  captive,  whom  his  country 
refufed  to  ranfom,  difclofed  to  the  Avars  the  invention  and  practice 
of  military  engines  3°,  but  in  the  firft  attempts,  they  were  rudely 
framed,  and  awkwardly  managed  j  and  the  refiftance  of  Diocletiano- 
polis  and  Beraa,  of  Philippopolis  and  Adrianople,  foon  exhaufted 
the  fkill  and  patience  of  the  befiegers.  The  warfare  of  Baian  was 
that  of  a  Tartar,  yet  his  mind  was  fufceptible  of  a  humane  and 
generous  fentiment:  he  fpared  Anchialus,  whofe  falutary  waters  had 
reftored  the  health  of  the  beft  beloved  of  his  wives;  and  the  Romans 
confefs,  that  their  ftarving  army  was  fed  and  difmiffed  by  the  libe- 
rality of  a  foe.  His  empire  extended  over  Hungary,  Poland,  and 
PrufTia,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Danube  to  that  of  the  Oder 31 ;  and 
his  new  fubjects  were  divided  and  tranfplanted  by  the  jealous  policy 
of  the  conqueror32.  The  eaftern  regions  of  Germany,  which  had 
been  left  vacant  by  the  emigration  of  the  Vandals,  were  replenimcd 
with  Sclavonian  colonifts ;  the  fame  tribes  are  difcovered  in  trie 
neighbourhood  of  the  Adriatic  and  of  the  Baltic,  and  with  the  name 
of  Baian  himfelf,  the  Illyrian  cities  of  Neyfs  and  LilTa  are  again  found 
in  the  heart  of  Silefia.    In  the  difpolition  both  of  his  troops  and 

"9  Earon.  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  600,  N°  1 .  nople.   The  emperor  Maurice  converfed  with 

Paul  Warnefnd  (1.  iv.  c.  38.)  relates  their  ir-  fome  itinerant  harpers   from   that  remote 

ruption  into  Friuli,  and  (c.  39.)  the  capti-  country,  and  only  feems  to  have  miltaken  a 

v-ity  of  his  anceftors,  about  A.  D.  632.    The  trade  for  a  nation.    Theophylacl,  1.  vi.  c.  2. 

Sclavi  traverfed  the  Hadriatic,  cum  multitu-  31  This  is  one  of  the  molt  probable  and  lu- 

dine  navium,  and  made  a  defcent  in  the  ter-  minous  conjectures  of  the  learned  count  de 

ritory  of  Sipontum  (c.  47.).  Buat  (Hift.  des  Peuples  Barbares,  torn.  xi. 

30  Even  the  helepolis,  or  moveable  turret,  p.  546 — 568.).  The  Tzechi  and  Serbi  are 
Theophylacl,  1.  ii.  16,  17.  found  together  near  mount  Caucafus,  in  II- 

31  The  arms  and  alliances  of  the  chagan  lyricum,  and  on  the  Lower  Elbe.  Even  the 
reached  to  the  neighbourhood  of  a  weitern  wildell  traditions  of  the  Bohemians,  Sec.  af- 
fea,  fifteen  months  journey  from  Conftanti-  ford  fome  colour  to  his  hypothec's. 
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provinces,  the  chagan  expofed  the  vaffals,  whofe  lives  he  difregard- 
ed  33,  to  the  firft  affault ;  and  the  fvvords  of  the  enemy  were  blunted 
before  they  encountered  the  native  valour  of  the  Avars. 

The  Perfian  alliance  reftored  the  troops  of  the  Eaft  to  the  defence 
of  Europe ;  and  Maurice,  who  had  fupported  ten  years  the  infolence 
of  the  chagan,  declared  his  refolution  to  march  in  perfon  againft  the 
Barbarians.    In  the  fpace  of  two  centuries,  none  of  the  fucceffors  of 
Theodofius  had  appeared  in  the  field,  their  lives  were  fupinely  fpent 
in  the  palace  of  Conftantinople ;  and  the  Greeks  could  no  longer 
underftand,  that  the  name  of  emperor,  in  its  primitive  fenfe,  de- 
noted the  chief  of  the  armies  of  the  republic.    The  martial  ardour  of 
Maurice  was  oppofed  by  the  grave  flattery  of  the  fenate,  the  timid 
fuperftition  of  the  patriarch,  and  the  tears  of  the  emprefs  Conftan- 
tina  ;  and  they  all  conjured  him  to  devolve  on  fome  meaner  general 
the  fatigues  and  perils  of  a  Scythian  campaign.  Deaf  to  their  advice  and 
entreaty,  the  emperor  boldly  advanced  34  feven  miles  from  the  capital; 
the  facred  enfign  of  the  crofs  was  difplayed  in  the  front,  and  Maurice 
reviewed,  with  confeious  pride,  the  arms  and  numbers  of  the  veterans 
who  had  fought  and  conquered  beyond  the  Tigris.    Anchialus  was 
the  laft  term  of  his  progrefs  by  fea  and  land ;  he  folicited,  without 
fuccefs,  a  miraculous  anfwer  to  his  nocturnal  prayers  ;  his  mind  was 
confounded  by  the  death  of  a  favourite  horfe,  the  encounter  of  a  wild 
boar,  a  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain,  and  the  birth  of  a  monftrous  child ; 
and  he  forgot  that  the  beft  of  omens  is,  to  unfheath  our  fword  in  the 
defence  of  our  country35.    Under  the  pretence  of  receiving  the  am- 


33  See  Fredegarius,  in  the  Hiftorians  of 
France,  torn.  ii.  p.  432.  Baian  did  not  con- 
ceal his  proud  infenfibility.  On  -roitrra;  (not 
too-stb:,  according  to  a  foolifh  emendation) 

rza.$v.(7u  ffi  Papai/tr),  wt;  ft  xai  ouptpoM]  yt  a-furi 
OxvzTui  tzhtoixt,  aKK  j^cot  yt  fin  ymsSzi  avvtt.ur- 

3*  See  the  march  and  return  of  Maurice, 
in  Theophylacl,  1.  v.  c.  16.  1.  vi.  c.  1,  2,  3. 


If  he  were  a  writer  of  tafte  or  genius,  we 
might  fufpeel  him  of  an  elegant  irony:  but 
Theophyiacl  is  furely  harmlefs. 

^s    £1;  MWOf  apro;  api/ncSai  7r.-fi  -!ra.rpr,e. 

Iliai'xii.  243. 

This  noble  verfe,  which  unites  the  fpirit  of 
an  hero  wich  the  reafon  of  a  fage,  may  prove 
that  Homer  was  in  every  light  fuperior  to  his 
age  and  country. 
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bafladors  of  Perfia,  the  emperor  returned  to  Conftantinople,  ex-  CHAP. 

XLVJ. 

changed  the  thoughts  of  war  for  thofe  of  devotion,  and  difappointed     ■    *  * 

the  public  hope  by  his  abfence  and  the  choice  of  his  lieutenants. 

The  blind  partiality  of  fraternal  love  might  excufe  the  promotion  of 

his  brother  Peter,  who  fled  with  equal  difgrace  from  the  Barbarians, 

from  his  own  foldiers,  and  from  the  inhabitants  of  a  Roman  city. 

That  city,  if  we  may  credit  the  refemblance  of  name  and  character, 

was  the  famous  Azimuntium 36,  which  had  alone  repelled  the  tempeft 

of  Attila.    The  example  of  her  warlike  youth  was  propagated  to 

fucceeding  generations ;  and  they  obtained,  from  the  firft  or  the 

fecond  Juftin,  an  honourable  privilege,  that  their  valour  mould  be 

always  referved  for  the  defence  of  their  native  country.    The  brother 

of  Maurice  attempted  to  violate  this  privilege,  and  to  mingle  a  patriot 

band  with  the  mercenaries  of  his  camp ;  they  retired  to  the  church,. 

he  was  not  awed  by  the  fanctity  of  the  place;  the  people  rofe  in  their 

caufe,  the  gates  were  fhut,  the  ramparts  were  manned ;  and  the 

cowardice  of  Peter  was  found  equal  to  his  arrogance  and  injuftice. 

The  military  fame  of  Commentiolus  37  is  the  object  of  fatire  or 

comedy  rather  than  of  ferious  hiftory,  fince  he  was  even  deficient 

in  the  vile  and  vulgar  qualification  of  perfonal  courage.    His  folemn 

councils,  ftrange  evolutions,  and  fecret  orders,  always  fupplied  an 

apology  for  flight  or  delay.    If  he  marched  againft  the  enemy,  the 

pleafant  vallies  of  mount  Hsemus  oppofed  an  infuperable  barrier; 

but  in  his  retreat,  he  explored,  with  fearlefs  curiofity,  the  moft 

difficult  and  obfolete  paths,  which  had  almoft  efcaped  the  memory 

of  the  oldeft  native.    The  only  blood  which  he  loft  was  drawn,  in 

36  Theophylaft,  h  vii.  c.  3.    On  the  evi-  patriorifm  and  valour  is  cheaply  purchafed  by 

dcnce  of  this  fail,  which  had  not  occurred  to  fuch  a  confefiion. 

my  memory,  the  candid  reader  will  correct  37  See  the  (hameful  conduct  of  Commen- 

and  excufe  a  note  in  the  iiid  volume  of  this  tiolus,  in  Theophylaft,  1.  ii.  c.  10 — 15.  1.  vii. 

biftory,  p.  374.  which  haftens  the  decay  of  c.  13,  14.  I.  viii.  c.  2.  4. 
Afimus,  or  Azimuntium  ;  another  century  of 

8  a  real 
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C  vr  \n  P'  a  rea^  or  afi'e<^:e^  malady,  by  the  lancet  of  a  furgeon;  and  his  health, 

*  v— ~>  which  felt  with  exquifite  fenfibility  the  approach  of  the  Barbarians, 

was  uniformly  reftored  by  the  repofe  and  fafety  of  the  winter  feafon. 
A  prince  who  could  promote  and  fupport  this  unworthy  favourite 
muft  derive  no  glory  from  the  accidental  merit  of  his  colleague  Prif- 
cus  "\  In  five  fucceflive  battles,  which  feem  to  have  been  conducted 
with  fkill  and  refolution,  feventeen  thoufand  two  hundred  Barba- 
rians were  made  prifoners :  near  fixty  thoufand,  with  four  fons  of 
the  chagan,  were  flain  :  the  Roman  general  furprifed  a  peaceful 
diftrict  of  the  Gepidse,  who  flept  under  the  protection  of  the  Avars; 
and  his  laft  trophies  were  erected  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube  and 
the  Teyfs.  Since  the  death  of  Trajan,  the  arms  of  the  empire  had 
not  penetrated  fo  deeply  into  the  old  Dacia :  yet  the  fuccefs  of  Prif- 
cus  was  tranfient  and  barren  ;  and  he  was  foon  recalled,  by  the 
apprehenfion,  that  Baian,  with  dauntlefs  fpirit  and  recruited  forces, 
was  preparing  to  avenge  his  defeat  under  the  walls  of  Conftanti- 
nople 39 . 

The  theory  -of  war  was  not  more  familiar  to  the  camps  of  Casfar 
and  Trajan,  than  to  thofe  of  Juftinian  and  Maurice40.  The  iron 
of  Tufcany  or  Pontus  ftill  received  the  keeneft  temper  from  the  fkill 
of  the  Byzantine  workmen.  The  magazines  were  plentifully  ftored 
with  every  fpecies  of  ofTenfive  and  defenfive  arms.  In  the  con- 
ftruction  and  ufe  of  mips,  engines,  and  fortifications,  the  Barbarians 
admired  the  fuperior  ingenuity  of  a  people  whom  they  fo  often  van- 
quished in  the  field.    The  fcience  of  tactics^  the  order,  evolutions, 

33  See  the  exploits  of  Prifcus,  1.  viii.  c.  z,  3.  trifles  and  concife  in  the  moft  interefting  fa£b. 
39  The  general  detail  of  the  war  againft  the       40  Maurice  himfelf  compofed  xii  books  on 

Avars,  may  be  traced  in  the  firft,  fecond,  fixth,  the  military  art,  which  are  ftill  extant,  and 

feventh,  and  eighth  books  of  the  Hiftory  of  have  been  publifhed  (Upfal,  1664)  by  John 

the  Emperor  Maurice,  by  Theophylact  Simo-  SchefFer  zt  the  end  of  the  Tactics  of  Arrian 

catta.    As  he  wrote  in  the  reign  of  Hera-  (Fabricius,  Bibliot.  Gneca,  l.iv.  c.  8.  torn.  iii. 

cliu?,  he  had  no  temptation  to  flatter;  but  p.  278.),  who  promifes  to  fpeak  more  fully 

his  want  of  judgment  renders  him  diffufe  in  cf  his  work  in  its  proper  place.. 

9  and 


State  of  the 
Roman  ar- 
mies : 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  489 

and  ftratagems  of  antiquity,  was  tranfcribed  and  ftudied  in  the  c  P. 
books  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  But  the  folitude  or  degeneracy  v—,, — 
of  the  provinces  could  no  longer  fupply  a  race  of  men  to  handle 
thofe  weapons,  to  guard  thofe  walls,  to  navigate  thofe  mips,  and  to 
reduce  the  theory  of  war  into  bold  and  fuccefsful  practice.  The 
genius  of  Belifarius  and  Narfes  had  been  formed  without  a  mafter, 
and  expired  without  a  difciple.  Neither  honour,  nor  patriotifm,  nor 
generous  fuperflition,  could  animate  the  lifelefs  bodies  of  flaves  and 
ftrangers,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  honours  of  the  legions  :  it  was 
in  the  camp  alone  that  the  emperor  mould  have  exerciied  a  defpotic 
command  ;  it  was  only  in  the  camps  that  his  authority  was  dif- 
obeyed  and  infulted :  he  appeafed  and  inflamed  with  gold  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  the  troops;  but  their  vices  were  inherent,  their  victories 
were  accidental,  and  their  coftly  maintenance  exhaufted  the  fub- 
ftance  of  a  ftate  which  they  were  unable  to  defend.  After  a  long 
and  pernicious  indulgence,  the  cure  of  this  inveterate  evil  was  un- 
dertaken by  Maurice  :  but  the  ram  attempt,  which  drew  deftruction 
on  his  own  head,  tended  only  to  aggravate  the  difeafe.  A  reformer 
fhould  be  exempt  from  the  fufpicion  of  intereft,  and  he  muft  poffefs 
the  confidence  and  efteem  of  thofe  whom  he  propofes  to  reclaim. 
The  troops  of  Maurice  might  liften  to  the  voice  of  a  victorious 
leader ;  they  difdained  the  admonitions  of  ftatefmen  and  fophifts, 
and  when  they  received  an  edict  which  deducted  from  their  pay  their  difcon- 
the  price  of  their  arms  and  clothing,  they  execrated  the  avarice  of 
a  prince  infenfible  of  the  dangers  and  fatigues  from  which  he  had 
efcaped.  The  camps  both  of  Afia  and  Europe  were  agitated  with 
frequent  and  furious  feditions41  ;  the  enraged  foldiers  of  EdefTa  pur- 
fued,  with  reproaches,  with  threats,  with  wounds,  their  trembling 

*'  See  the  mutinies  under  the  reign  of  Maurice,  in  Theophyha,  l.iii.  c.  1—4.  1.  vi.  c.  7, 
8.  10.  1.  vii.  c.  I.  1.  viii.  c.  6,  &c. 
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C  XL VI  P*  Senera^s  •  tnev  overturned  the  ftatues  of  the  emperor,  caft  ftones 
againft  the  miraculous  image  of  Chrift,  and  either  rejected  the  yoke 
of  all  civil  and  military  laws,  or  inftituted  a  dangerous  model  of  vo- 
luntary fubordination.  The  monarch,  always  diftant  and  often  de- 
ceived, was  incapable  of  yielding  or  perfifting  according  to  the  exi- 
gence of  the  moment.  But  the  fear  of  a  general  revolt  induced 
him  too  readily  to  accept  any  adt  of  valour,  or  any  expreflion  of 
loyalty,  as  an  atonement  for  the  popular  offence ;  the  new  reform 
was  abohfhed  as  haftily  as  it  had  been  announced,  and  the  troops, 
inftead  of  punifhment  and  reftraint,  were  agreeably  furprifed  by  a 
gracious  proclamation  of  immunities  and  rewards.  But  the  foldiers 
accepted  without  gratitude  the  tardy  and  reluctant  gifts  of  the  em- 
peror ;  their  infolence  was  elated  by  the  difcovery  of  his  weaknefs 
and  their  own  ftrength  ;  and  their  mutual  hatred  was  inflamed  be- 
yond the  defire  of  fcrgivenefs  or  the  hope  of  reconciliation.  The 
hiftorians  of  the  times  adopt  the  vulgar  fufpicion,  that  Maurice  con- 
fpired  to  deftroy  the  troops  whom  he  had  laboured  to  reform  ;  the. 
mifconducl:  and  favour  of  Commentiolus  are  imputed  to  this  male- 
volent defign  ;  and  every  age  muft  condemn  the  inhumanity  or 
avarice  41  of  a  prince,  who,  by  the  trifling  ranfom  of  fix  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold,  might  have  prevented  the  maffacre  of  twelve  thou- 
and  rebel-  fand  prifoners  in  the  hands  of  the  chagan.  In  the  juft  fervour  of 
indignation,  an  order  was  fignified  to  the  army  of  the  Danube,  that 
they  mould  fpare  the  magazines  of  the  province,  and  eftabiifh 
their  winter-quarters  in  the  hoftile  country  of  the  Avars.  The 
meafure  of  their  grievances  was  full :  they  pronounced  Maurice  un- 
worthy to  reign,  expelled  or  flaughtered  his  faithful  adherents,  and, 

41  Theophylaft  and  Theophanes  feem  ig-  380.) ;  from  whence  Zonaras  (torn.  ii.  1.  xiv.. 

norant  of  the  confpiracy  and  avarice  of  Mau-  p.  77,  78.)  has  tranferibed  them.  Cedrenus 

rice.    Thefe  charges,  fo  unfavourable  to  the  (p.  399  )  has  followed  another  computation 

memory  of  that  emperor,  are  fir  ft  mentioned  of  the  ranfom. 
by  the  author  of  the  Pafchal  Chronicle  (p-379i 

2  under 
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under  the  command  of  Phocas,  a  fimple  centurion,  returned  by  hafty  c  H  A  p. 

marches  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Conftantinople.    After  a  long  -  

feries  of  legal  fucceflion,  the  military  diforders  of  the  third  century  pho'cas"  °f 
were  again  revived  ;  yet  fuch  was  the  novelty  of  the  enterprife,  that  October02' 
the  infurgents  were  awed  by  their  own  rafhnefs.  They  hefitated  to 
invert:  their  favourite  with  the  vacant  purple,  and  while  they  re- 
jected all  treaty  with  Maurice  himfelf,  they  held  a  friendly  corre- 
fpondence  with  his  fon  Theodofius,  and  with  Germanus  the  father- 
in-law  of  the  royal  youth.  So  obfcure  had  been  the  former  condi- 
tion of  Phocas,  that  the  emperor  was  ignorant  of  the  name  and 
character  of  his  rival :  but  as  foon  as  he  learned,  that  the  centurion, 
though  bold  in  fedition,  was  timid  in  the  face  of  danger,  "  Alas !" 
cried  the  defponding  prince,  "  if  he  is  a  coward,  he  will  furely  be  a 
M  murderer." 

Yet  if  Conftantinople  had  been  firm  and  faithful,  the  murderer  Revolt  of 
might  have  fpent  his  fury  againft  the  walls  j  and  the  rebel  army  pie"  anuno" 
would  have  been  gradually  confumed  or  reconciled  by  the  prudence 
of  the  emperor.  In  the  games  of  the  circus,  which  he  repeated 
with  unufual  pomp,  Maurice  difguifed  with  fmiles  of  confidence  the 
anxiety  of  his  heart,  condefcended  to  folicit  the  applaufe  of  the  fac- 
tioiU)  and  flattered  their  pride  by  accepting  from  their  refpective 
tribunes  a  lift  of  nine  hundred  blues  and  fifteen  hundred  greens^ 
whom  he  affected  to  efteem  as  the  folid  pillars  of  his  throne.  Their 
treacherous  or  languid  fupport  betrayed  his  weaknefs  and  haftened 
his  fall ;  the  green  faction  were  the  fecret  accomplices  of  the  rebels, 
and  the  blues  recommended  lenity  and  moderation  in  a  conteft 
with  their  Roman  brethren.  The  rigid  and  parfimonious  virtues  of 
Maurice  had  long  fince  alienated  the  hearts  of  his  fubjects :  as  he 
walked  barefoot  in  a  religious  procefiion,  he  was  rudely  a/faulted 
with  ftones,  and  his  guards  were  compelled  to  prefent  their  iron 

3  R  2  mace 
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CHAP,  maces  in  the  defence  of  his  perfon.    A  fanatic  monk  ran  through 
XLVI.  r  fe 

— i  the  ftreets  with  a  drawn  fword,  denouncing  againft  him  the  wrath 

and  the  fentence  of  God,  and  a  vile  plebeian,  who  reprefented  his 
countenance  and  apparel,  was  feated  on  an  afs,  and  purfued  by  the 
imprecations  of  the  multitude  43.  The  emperor  fufpected  the  popu- 
larity of  Germanus  with  the  foldiers  and  citizens;  he  feared,  he 
threatened,  but  he  delayed  to  ftrike  ;  the  patrician  fled  to  the  fanc- 
tuary  of  the  church  ;  the  people  rofe  in  his  defence,  the  walls  were 
deferted  by  the  guards,  and  the  lawlefs  city  was  abandoned  to  the 
flames  and  rapine  of  a  nocturnal  tumult.  In  a  fmall  bark,  the  un- 
fortunate Maurice,  with  his  wife  and  nine  children,  efcaped  to  the 
Afiatic  more,  but  the  violence  of  the  wind  compelled  him  to  land 
at  the  church  of  St.  Autonomus44  near  Chalcedon,  from  whence  he 
difpatched  Theodofius,  his  eldeft  fon,  to  implore  the  gratitude  and 
friendiriip  of  the  Perfian  monarch.  For  himfelf,  he  refufed  to  fly : 
his  body  was  tortured  with  fciatic  pains45,  his  mind  was  enfeebled 
by  fuperftition  ;  he  patiently  awaited  the  event  of  the  revolution, 
and  addrefTed  a  fervent  and  public  prayer  to  the  Almighty,  that  the 
puniftiment  of  his  fins  might  be  inflicted  in  this  world,  rather  than 
in  a  future  life.  After  the  abdication  of  Maurice,  the  two  factions 
difputed  the  choice  of  an  emperor  ;  but  the  favourite  of  the  blues 

43  In  their  clamours  againft  Maurice,  the  fcribed  by  Gyllius  (de  Eofphoro  Thracio, 

people  of  Conftantinople  branded  him  with  1.  iii.  c.  xi.)  as  one  of  the  two  harbours  of 

the  name  of  Marcionite  or  Marcionift :  a  he-  Chalcedon. 

refy  (fays  Theophylaft,  1.  viii.  c.  9.)  ^et*  45  The  inhabitants  of  Conftantinople  were 

tho?  fittfa?  tiAafcia?,  ivr$ti;  rs  xai  xxTw/c\xrc(.  generally  fubjecl  to  the  na-a  ufymtiic ;  and 

Did  they  only  caft  out  a  vague  reproach— or  Theophyladl  infinuates  (1.  viii.  c.  9.),  that  if 

had  the  emperor  really  liftened  to  fome  ob-  it  were  confiftent  with  the  rules  of  hiftory,  he 

fcure  teacher  of  thofe  ancient  Gnoftics  ?  could  allign  the  medical  caufe.    Yet  fuch  a 

The  church  of  St.  Autonomus  (whom  I  digreffion  would  not  have  been  more  imper- 

have  not  the  honour  to  know)  was  150  ftadia  tinent  than  his  enquiry  (1.  vii.c.  16,  17.)  inta 

from  Conftantinople  (Theophylacl,  1.  viii.  the  annual  inundations  of  the  Nile,  and  all, 

c.  9.)-    The  port  of  Eutropius,  where  Mau-  the  opinions  of  the  Greek  philofophers  on 

lice  and  his  children  were  murdered,  is  de-  that  fubject. 

was 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  493 

was  rejected  by  the  jealoufy  of  their  antagonifls,  and  Germanus  CHAP, 
himfelf  was  hurried  along  by  the  crowds,  who  ruined  to  the  palace  -.-  _r 
of  Hebdomon,  feven  miles  from  the  city,  to  adore  the  majefty  of 
Phocas  the  centurion.  A  modeft  wifli  of  refigning  the  purple  to 
the  rank  and  merit  of  Germanus  was  oppofed  by  his  refolution,  more 
obftinate  and  equally  fincere  :  the  fenate  and  clergy  obeyed  his 
fummons,  and  as  foon  as  the  patriarch  was  allured  of  his  orthodox 
belief,  he  confecrated  the  fuccefsful  ufurper  in  the  church  of  St.  John 
the  Baptift.  On  the  third  day,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  a  thought- 
lefs  people,  Phocas  made  his  public  entry  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  four 
white  horfes  :  the  revolt  of  the  troops  was  rewarded  by  a  laviih 
donative,  and  the  new  fovereign,  after  vifiting  the  palace,  beheld 
from  his  throne  the  games  of  the  hippodrome.  In  a  difpute  of 
precedency  between  the  two  factions,  his  partial  judgment  inclined 
in  favour  of  the  greens.  "  Remember  that  Maurice  is  ftill  alive," 
refounded  from  the  oppofite  fide  ;  and  the  indifcreet  clamour  of  the 
blues  admonifhed  and  ftimulated  the  cruelty  of  the  tyrant.  The 
minifters  of  death  were  difpatched  to  Chalcedon  :  they  dragged  the 
emperor  from  his  fanctuary  :  and  the  five  fons  of  Maurice  were 
fucceffively  murdered  before  the  eyes  of  their  agonizing  parent.    At  Deatn  of 

...  r  n  Maurice  and 

each  ftroke  which  he  felt  in  his  heart,  he  found  flrength  to  rehearfe  bis  children, 
a  pious  ejaculation:  "  Thou  art  juft,  O  Lord,  and  thy  judgments  Nov. "27.  ' 
"  are  righteous."  And  fuch,  in  the  laft  moments,  was  his  rigid  at- 
tachment to  truth  and  juftice,  that  he  revealed  to  the  foldiers  the 
pious  falfehood  of  a  nurfe  who  prefented  her  own  child  in  the  place 
of  a  royal  infant 44.  The  tragic  fcene  was  finally  clofed  by  the  exe- 
cution of  the  emperor  himfelf  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign  and 

46  From  this  generous  attempt,  Comeille  neille  de  Voltaire,  torn.  v.  p.  300.);  and 

has  deduced  the  intricate  web  of  his  tragedy  which,  after  an  interval  of  fome  years,  is  faid 

of  Heraclius,  which  requires  more  than  one  to  have  puzzled  the  author  himfelf  (Anec- 

reprefentation  to  be  clearly  underftood  (Cor-  dotes  Dramatiques,  tom.i.  p. 422.). 

i  the 
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the  fixty-third  of  his  age.  The  bodies  of  the  father  and  his  five 
fons  were  caft  into  the  fea,  their  heads  were  expofed  at  Conftan- 
tinople  to  the  infults  or  pity  of  the  multitude,  and  it  was  not  till 
fome  figns  of  putrefaction  had  appeared,  that  Phocas  connived  at  the 
private  burial  of  thefe  venerable  remains.  In  that  grave,  the  faults 
and  errors  of  Maurice  were  kindly  interred.  His  fate  alone  was 
remembered  ;  and  at  the  end  of  twenty  years,  in  the  recital  of  the 
hiftory  of  TheophylaCt,  the  mournful  tale  was  interrupted  by  the 
tears  of  the  audience  *7. 

Such  tears  muft  have  flowed  in  fecret,  and  fuch  companion  would 
have  been  criminal,  under  the  reign  of  Phocas,  who  was  peaceably 
acknowledged  in  the  provinces  of  the  Eafl:  and  Weft.  The  images 
of  the  emperor  and  his  wife  Leontia  were  expofed  in  the  Lateran 
to  the  veneration  of  the  clergy  and  fenate  of  Rome,  and  afterwards 
depofited  in  the  palace  of  the  Casfars,  between  thofe  of  Conftantine 
and  Theodofius.  As  a  fubjeet  and  a  Chriftian,  it  was  the  duty  of 
Gregory  to  acquiefce  in  the  eftablifhed  government,  but  the  joyful 
applaufe  with  which  he  falutes  the  fortune  of  the  aflaflin,  has  fullied, 
with  indelible  difgrace,  the  character  of  the  faint.  The  fncceiTor  of 
the  apoftles  might  have  inculcated  with  decent  firmnefs  the  guilt  of 
blood,  and  the  necefTity  of  repentance:  he  is  content  to  celebrate 
the  deliverance  of  the  people  and  the  fall  of  the  oppreflbrj  to  re- 
joice that  the  piety  and  benignity  of  Phocas  have  been  raifed  by 
Providence  to  the  Imperial  throne  ;  to  pray  that  his  hands  may  be 
ftrengthened  againft  all  his  enemies;  and  to  exprefs  a  wifh,  perhaps  a 
prophecy,  tha%  after  a  long  and  triumphant  reign,  he  maybe  transferred 
from  a  temporal  to  an  everlafting  kingdom +3.    I  have  already  traced 

the 

■•7  The  revolt  of  Phocas  and  death  of  Mau-    244.).  Zonaras  (torn.  ii.  1.  xiv.  p.  yj — 80.), 
rice  are  told  by  Theophylacl  Simocatta  (I.  viii.    and  Cedrenus  (p.  399 — 404.). 
c.  7  —  12.),  the  Pafchal  Chronicle  (p.  379,       48  Gregor.  1.  xi.  epift.  38.  indicl.  vi.  Be- 
38o.)»  Theophanes  (Chronograph,  p.  238 —    nignitatem  veftrx  piecatis  ad  Imperiale  fafti- 

giura 
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the  fteps  of  a  revolution  fo  pleafing,  in  Gregory's  opinion,  both  to  c  *J  £ 

XL.  \  1. 

heaven  and  earth  ;  and  Phocas  does  not  appear  lefs  hateful  in  the  « — -v— i 
exercife  than  in  the  acquifition  of  power.  The  pencil  of  an  impar-  Hl3  charac- 
tial  hiftorian  has  delineated  the  portrait  of  a  monfter49;  his  diminu- 
tive and  deformed  perfon,  the  clofenefs  of  his  fhaggy  eye-brows,  his 
red  hair,  his  beardlefs  chin,  and  his  cheek  disfigured  and  difcoloured 
by  a  formidable  fear.  Ignorant  of  letters,  of  laws,  and  even  of 
arms,  he  indulged  in  the  fupreme  rank  a  more  ample  privilege  of 
luft  and  drunkennefs,  and  his  brutal  pleafures  were  either  injurious 
to  his  fubje&s  or  difgraceful  to  himfelf.  Without  afluming  the 
office  of  a  prince,  he  renounced  the  profeffion  of  a  foldier;  and  the 
reign  of  Phocas  afflicted  Europe  with  ignominious  peace,  and  Afia 
with  defolating  war.  His  favage  temper  was  inflamed  by  paflion, 
hardened  by  fear,  exafperated  by  refiftance  or  reproach.  The  flight 
of  Theodofius  to  the  Perfian  court  had  been  intercepted  by  a  rapid 
purfuit,  or  a  deceitful  meflage :  he  was  beheaded  at  Nice,  and  the 
laft  hours  of  the  young  prince  were  foothed  by  the  comforts  of  re- 
ligion and  the  confeioufnefs  of  innocence.  Yet  his  phantom  dis- 
turbed the  repofe  of  the  ufurper  :  a  whifper  was  circulated  through 
the  Eaft,  that  the  fon  of  Maurice  was  ftill  alive  :  the  people  expected 
their  avenger,  and  the  widow  and  daughters  of  the  late  emperor 
would  have  adopted  as  their  fon  and  brother  the  vileft  of  mankind. 
In  the  maffacre  of  the  Imperial  family50,  the  mercy,  or  rather  the 

difcre- 

gium  pervenifle  gaudemas.  Lcetentur  cceli  49  The  images  of  Phocas  were  deftroyed  ; 
et  exultet  terra,  et  de  veftris  benignis  adtibus  but  even  the  malice  of  his  enemies  would  fuf- 
univerfa:  reipublicae  populus  nunc  ufque  vehe-  fer  one  copy  of  fuch  a  portrait  or  caricatura 
menter  afflidtus  hilarefcat,  &c.  This  bafe  (Cedrenns,  p.  404.)  to  efcape  the  flames, 
flattery,  the  topic  of  proteftant  invedlive,  is  50  The  family  of  Maurice  is  reprefented, 
juftly  cenfured  by  the  philofopher  Bayle  (Die-  by  Ducange  (Familiar  Byz^nnna;,  p.  ic6,  107, 
ticnaire  Cri'ique,  Gregoire  I.  Not.  H.  torn.  ii.  108.):  his  eldeft  fon  Thcouofius  had  been 
p.  597,598.).  Cardinal  Earonius  juflifies  the  crowned  emperor  when  he  was  no  more  than 
pope  at  the  expence  of  the  fallen  emperor.       four  years  and  a  half  old,  and  he  is  always 

joined 
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C  P.  difcretion,  of  Phocas  had  fpared  thefe  unhappy  females,  and  they 
v_  L-  _»  were  decently  confined  to  a  private  houfe.  But  the  fpirit  of  the 
emprefs  Conitantina,  ftill  mindful  of  her  father,  her  hufband,  and 
her  fons,  afpired  to  freedom  and  revenge.  At  the  dead  of  night, 
fhe  efcaped  to  the  fan&uary  of  St.  Sophia;  but  her  tears,  and  the 
gold  of  her  aflbciate  Germanus,  were  infufficient  to  provoke  an  in- 
furrection.  Her  life  was  forfeited  to  revenge,  and  even  to  juftice  : 
but  the  patriarch  obtained  and  pledged  an  oath  for  her  fafety  ;  a 
monaftery  was  allotted  for  her  prifon,  and  the  widow  of  Maurice 
accepted  and  abufed  the  lenity  of  his  afTaffin.  The  difcovery  or 
the  fufpicion  of  a  fecond  confpiracy,  diflblved  the  engagements  and 
rekindled  the  fury  of  Phocas.  A  matron  who  commanded  the  re- 
fpect  and  pity  of  mankind,  the  daughter,  wife,  and  mother  of  em- 
perors, was  tortured  like  the  vileft  malefactor,  to  force  a  confeflion 
of  her  defigns  and  aflbciates ;  and  the  emprefs  Conitantina,  with  her 
and  tyranny,  three  innocent  daughters,  was  beheaded  at  Chalcedon,  on  the  fame 
ground  which  had  been  ftained  with  the  blood  of  her  hufband  and 
five  fons.  After  fuch  an  example,  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  enu- 
merate the  names  and  fufferings  of  meaner  victims.  Their  con- 
demnation was  feldom  preceded  by  the  forms  of  trial,  and  their 
punilhment  was  embittered  by  the  refinements  of  cruelty  :  their 
eyes  were  pierced,  their  tongues  were  torn  from  the  root,  the  hands 
and  feet  were  amputated ;  fome  expired  under  the  lafh,  others  in 
the  flames,  others  again  were  transfixed  with  arrows ;  and  a  fimple 
fpeedy  death  was  mercy  which  they  could  rarely  obtain.  The 
hippodrome,  the  facred  afylum  of  the  pleafures  and  the  liberty  of 
the  Romans,  was  polluted  with  heads  and  limbs,  and  mangled  bodies; 
and  the  companions  of  Phocas  were  the  moft  fenfible,  that  neither 

joined  with  his  father  in  the  falutations  of  Anaftafia  andTheoftefte,  I  am  furprifed  to  find 
Gregory.     With  the  Chriftian  daughters,    the  Pagan  name  of  Cleopatra. 

his 
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his  favour,  nor  their  fervices,  could  protect  them  from  a  tyrant,  the  c      A  p- 

worthy  rival  of  the  Caligulas  and  Domitians  of  the  firft  age  of  the   <  .^j 

empire s\ 

A  daughter  of  Phocas,  his  only  child,  was  given  in  marriage  His  fall  and 
to  the  patrician  Crifpus s2,  and  the  royal  images  of  the  bride  and  a.  d!6io, 
bridegroom  were  indifcreetly  placed  in  the  circus,  by  the  fide  of  the  0<flcbe<  4' 
emperor.  The  father  muft  defire  that  his  pofterity  mould  inherit  the 
fruit  of  his  crimes,  but  the  monarch  was  offended  by  this  premature 
and  popular  affociation:  the  tribunes  of  the  green  faction,  who 
accufed  the  officious  error  of  their  fculptors,  were  condemned  to 
inftant  death  :  their  lives  were  granted  to  the  prayers  of  the  people ; 
but  Crifpus  might  reafonably  doubt,  whether  a  jealous  ufurper  could 
forget  and  pardon  his  involuntary  competition.  The  green  fa&ion 
was  alienated  by  the  ingratitude  of  Phocas  and  the  lofs  of  their 
privileges;  every  province  of  the  empire  was  ripe  for  rebellion; 
and  Heraclius,  exarch  of  Africa,  perfifted  above  two  years  in  re- 
futing all  tribute  and  obedience  to  the  centurion  who  difgraced  the 
throne  of  Conftantinople.  By  the  fecret  emiffaries  of  Crifpus  and 
the  fenate,  the  independent  exarch  was  folicited  to  fave  and  to 
govern  his  country :  but  his  ambition  was  chilled  by  age,  and  he 
refigned  the  dangerous  enterprife  to  his  fon  Heraclius,  and  to  Nicetas, 
the  fon  of  Gregory  his  friend  and  lieutenant.  The  powers  of  Africa 
were  armed  by  the  two  adventurous  youths ;  they  agreed  that  the 
one  mould  navigate  the  fleet  from  Carthage  to  Conftantinople,  that 
the  other  mould  lead  an  army  through  Egypt  and  Afia,  and  that  the 

51  Some  of  the  cruelties  of  Phocas  are       51  In  the  writers,  and  in  the  copies  of  thofe 

marked  by  Theophylact,  1.  viii.  c.  13,  14,  15.  writers,  there  is  fuch  hefitation  between  the 

George  of  Pilidia,  the  poet  of  Heraclius,  names  of  Prifats  and  Crifpus  (Ducange,  Fam. 

fiyles  him  (Bell.  Avaricum,  p.  46.  Rome,  Byzant.  p.  1 1 1.),  that  I  have  been  tempted  to 

1777)  t«s  Tvpam^o;  o  Sva-Kakxroc  mi  frofdopo;  identify  the  fon-in-law  of  Phocas  wich  the 

The  latter  epithet  is  jjft — but  the  hero  five  times  victorious  over  the  Awars. 
corrupter  of  life  was  eafily  vanquished. 
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Imperial  purple  fhould  be  the  reward  of  diligence  and  fuccefs.  A 
faint  rumour  of  their  undertaking  was  conveyed  to  the  ears  of  Pho- 
cas,  and  the  wife  and  mother  of  the  younger  Heraclius  were  fecured 
as  the  hoftages  of  his  faith  :  but  the  treacherous  art  of  Crifpus 
extenuated  the  diftant  peril,  the  means  of  defence  were  neglected  or 
delayed,  and  the  tyrant  fupinely  flept  till  the  African  navy  call 
anchor  in  the  Hellefpont.  Their  ftandard  was  joined  at  Abydus  by 
the  fugitives  and  exiles  who  thirfted  for  revenge ;  the  mips  of  Hera- 
clius, whofe  lofty  mafts  were  adorned  with  the  holy  fymbols  of  re- 
ligion53, fleered  their  triumphant  courfe  through  the  Propontis;  and 
Phocas  beheld  from  the  windows  of  the  palace,  his  approaching  and 
inevitable  fate.  The  green  faction  was  tempted,  by  gifts  and  pro- 
mifes,  to  oppofe  a  feeble  and  fruitlefs  refiftance  to  the  landing  of  the 
Africans ;  but  the  people,  and  even  the  guards,  were  determined  by 
the  well-timed  defection  of  Crifpus ;  and  the  tyrant  was  feized  by  a 
private  enemy,  who  boldly  invaded  the  folitude  of  the  palace. 
Stripped  of  the  diadem  and  purple,  clothed  in  a  vile  habit,  and 
loaded  with  chains,  he  was  tranfported  in  a*  fmall  boat  to  the  Im- 
perial galley  of  Heraclius,  who  reproached  him  with  the  crimes  of 
his  abominable  reign.  "  Wilt  thou  govern  better  ?"  were  the  laft 
words  of  the  defpair  of  Phocas.  After  fuffering  each  variety  of 
infult  and  torture,  his  head  was  fevered  from  his  body,  the  mangled 
trunk  was  caft  into  the  flames,  and  the  fame  treatment  was  inflicted 
on  the  ftatues  of  the  vain  ufurper  and  the  feditious  banner  of  the 
green  faction.  The  voice  of  the  clergy,  the  fenate,  and  the  people, 
invited  Heraclius  to  afcend  the  throne  which  he  had  purified  from 
guilt  and  ignominy;  after  fome  graceful  hefitation,  he  yielded  to 

53  According  to  Theophanes,  xtgaTiz,  and  Pifid.  Acroas  I.  140.  The  manufa&ure  feems 

fiKvva  8-cf*»)Tsfoc.   Cedrenus  adds  an  ecjfftpoww  to  have  flourifhed  ;  but  Foggini,  the  Roman 

uxovx  T8  Kvf.n,  which  Heraclius  bore  as  a  ban-  editor  (p.  26.),  is  at  a  lofs  to  determine  whe- 

ner  in  the  firft  Perfian  expedition.  See  George  ther  this  picture  was  an  original  or  a  copy. 

their 
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their  entreaties.    His  coronation  was  accompanied  by  that  of  his  wife  CHAP. 

.              .  XLVI. 
Eudoxia ;  and  their  pofterity,  till  the  fourth  generation,  continued  '  „  » 

to  reign  over  the  empire  of  the  Eaft.    The  voyage  of  Heraclius  had  racifus°  C 

been  eafy  and  profperous,  the  tedious  march  of  Nicetas  was  not  ac-  oaober's— 

complifhed  before  the  decifion  of  the  conteft :   but  he  fubmitted  £\D- 642' 
1  m  February  1 1. 

without  a  murmur  to  the  fortune  of  his  friend,  and  his  laudable  in- 
tentions were  rewarded  with  an  equeftrian  ftatue,  and  a  daughter  of 
the  emperor.  It  wras  more  difficult  to  truft  the  fidelity  of  Crifpus, 
whofe  recent  fervices  were  recompenfed  by  the  command  of  the 
Cappadocian  army.  His  arrogance  foon  provoked,  and  feemed  to 
excufe,  the  ingratitude  of  his  new  fovereign.  In  the  prefence  of 
the  fenate,  the  fon-in-law  of  Phocas  was  condemned  to  embrace  the 
monaftic  life ;  and  the  fentence  was  juftified  by  the  weighty  obfer- 
vation  of  Heraclius,  that  the  man  who  had  betrayed  his  father,  could 
never  be  faithful  to  his  friend 5*. 

Even  after  his  death  the  republic  was  afflicted  by  the  crimes  of  Chofroes  in- 

n  r       'ill      r  vadestheRo- 

Phocas,  which  armed  with  a  pious  caufe  the  molt  formidable  of  her  man  empire, 
enemies.  According  to  the  friendly  and  equal  forms  of  the  Byzan-  &c.°  60:" 
tine  and  Perfian  courts,  he  announced  his  exaltation  to  the  throne ; 
and  his  ambaflador  Lilius,  who  had  prefented  him  with  the  heads  of 
Maurice  and  his  fons,  was  the  beft  qualified  to  defcribe  the  circum- 
Itances  of  the  tragic  fcene 5S.  However  it  might  be  varnifhed  by 
fiction  or  fophiftry,  Chofroes  turned  with  horror  from  the  afTaffin, 
imprifoned  the  pretended  envoy,  difclaimed  the  ufurper,  and  de- 
clared himfelf  the  avenger  of  his  father  and  benefactor.    The  fenti- 

54  See  ihe  tyranny  of  Phocas  and  the  ele-  ex-prefect,  a  native  of  Egypt.    Photius,  who 

vation  of  Heraclius,   in    Chron.   Pafchal.  gives  an  ample  extract  of  the  work  (cod.  lxv. 

p.  380 — 383.     Theophanes,  p.  242 — 250.  p.  81 — 100.),  gently  reproves  the  affectation 

Nicephorus,  p.  3 — 7.    Cedrenus,  p.  404 —  and  allegory  of  the  Ityle.    His  preface  is  a 

407.    Zonaras,  torn.  ii.  1.  xiv.  p.  80 — 82.  dialogue  between  Philofophy  and  Hiilory  ; 

ss  Theophylaft,  1.  viit.  c.  15.    The  life  of  they  feat  themfelves  under  a  plane-tree,  and 

Maurice  was  compofed  about  the  year  628  the  latter  touches  her  lyre. 
(1.  viii.  c.  13.)  by  Theophylaft  Simocatta, 

3  S  2  mcnts 
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C  P.  ments  of  grief  and  refentment  which  humanity  would  feel,  and  honour 
\  -t-  ,_f  would  dictate,  promoted,  on  this  occafion,  the  intereft  of  the  Per- 
fian  king ;  and  his  intereft  was  powerfully  magnified  by  the  national 
and  religious  prejudices  of  the  Magi  and  fatraps.  In  a  drain  of 
artful  adulation,  which  affumed  the  language  of  freedom,  they  pre- 
fumed  to  cenfure  the  excefs  of  his  gratitude  and  friendfhip  for  the 
Greeks ;  a  nation  with  whom  it  was  dangerous  to  conclude  either 
peace  or  alliance  ;  whofe  fuperftition  was  devoid  of  truth  and  juftice, 
and  who  muft  be  incapable  of  any  virtue,  fince  they  could  perpetrate 
the  moft  atrocious  of  crimes,  the  impious  murder  of  their  fovereign  s6. 
For  the  crime  of  an  ambitious  centurion,  the  nation  which  he  opprefled 
was  chaftifed  with  the  calamities  of  war ;  and  the  fame  calamities,  at 
the  end  of  twenty  years,  were  retaliated  and  redoubled  on  the  heads 
of  the  Perfians 57.  The  general  who  had  reftored  Chofroes  to  the 
throne  ftill  commanded  in  the.Eaft;  and  the  name  of  Narfes  was 
the  formidable  found  with  which  the  Aflyrian  mothers  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  terrify  their  infants.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  a  native 
fubject  of  Perfia  mould  encourage  his  mailer  and  his  friend  to  de- 
liver and  poffefs  the  provinces  of  Alia.  It  is  ftill  more  probable, 
that  Chofroes  fhould  animate  his  troops  by  the  affiirance  that  the 
fword  which  they  dreaded  the  moft  would  remain  in  its  fcabbard, 
or  be  drawn  in  their  favour.  The  hero  could  not  depend  on  the 
faith  of  a  tyrant ;  and  the  tyrant  was  confeious  how  little  he  de- 

sS  Chriftianis  nec  pactum  eil'e,  ncc  fidem  rus  (p.  ^ — 16. )  fupply  a  regular,  but  im- 

nec  foedus ....  quod  fi  ulla  illis  fides  fui/Tet,  perfect,  feries  of  the  Perfian  war  ;  and  for 

regem  fuum  ncn  occidiffent.    Eutych.  An-  any  additional  facls  I  quote  my  fpecial  au- 

n3le?,  torn  ii.  p.  211.  verf.  Poccck.  thorities.    Theophanes,  a  courtier  who  be- 

57  We  mult  now,  for  fome  ages,  take  our  came  a  monk,  was  born  A.  D.  748;  Nice- 
leave  of  contemporary  hiilorians,  and  de-  j-horus,  patriarch  of  Conilantinople,  who 
fcend,  if  it  be  a  defcent,  from  the  affe&ation  died  A.  D.  829,  was  fomewhat  younger: 
of  rhetoric  to  the  rude  /implicit}'  of  chronicles  they  both  fufFered  in  the  caufe  of  images, 
and  abridgments.  Thofe  of  Theophanes  Hankius,  de  Scriptoribus  Byzancinis,  p.  200 
(Chronograph,  p.  244—279.)  and  Nicepho-  —246. 
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ferved  the  obedience  of  an  hero:  Narfes  was  removed  from  his  mi-  c  ^  A  p. 

XL  V 1. 

litary  command  ;  he  reared  an  independent  ftandard  at  Hierapolis  in  *  „ 

Syria :  he  was  betrayed  by  fallacious  promifes,  and  burnt  alive  in 

the  market-place  of  Conftantinople.     Deprived  of  the  only  chief 

whom  they  could  fear  or  efteem,  the  bands  which  he  had  led  to 

victory  were  twice  broken  by  the  cavalry,  trampled  by  the  elephants, 

and  pierced  by  the  arrows  of  the  Barbarians ;  and  a  great  number 

of  the  captives  were  beheaded  on  the  field  of  battle  by  the  fentence 

of  the  victor,  who  might  juftly  condemn  thefe  feditious  mercenaries 

as  the  authors  or  accomplices  of  the  death  of  Maurice.    Under  the 

reign  of  Phocas,  the  fortifications  of  Merdin,  Dara,  Amida,  and 

EdefTa,  were  fucceffively  befieged,  reduced,  and  deftroyed,  by  the 

Perfian  monarch :   he  paffed  the  Euphrates,  occupied  the  Syrian  His  conqueft 

cities,  Hierapolis,  Chalcis,  and  Berrhasa  or  Aleppo,  and  foon  encom-  a.d.  6u. 

paffed  the  walls  of  Antioch  with  his  irrefiftible  arms.    The  rapid 

tide  of  fuccefs  difclofes  the  decay  of  the  empire,  the  incapacity  of 

Phocas,  and  the  disaffection  of  his  fubjects  ;  and  Chofroes  provided 

a  decent  apology  for  their  fubmiflion  or  revolt,  by  an  impoftor  who 

attended  his  camp  as  the  fon  of  Maurice 5S  and  the  lawful  heir  of 

the  monarchy. 

The  firft  intelligence  from  the  Eaft  which  Heraclius  received  S9, 
was  that  of  the  lofs  of  Antioch  ;  but  the  aged  metropolis,  fo  often 
overturned  by  earthquakes  and  pillaged  by  the  enemy,  could  fupply 
but  a  fmall  and  languid  ftream  of  treafure  and  blood.    The  Perfiaiis 

!*  The  Perfian  hiftorims  have  been  them-  he  brings  rot  from  Carthag?,  but  Sa!o:iIc», 

felves  deceived  ;  but  Theophanes  (p.  244..)  with  a  fleet  laden  with  vegetables  for  the  rs- 

accufes  Chofroes  of  the  fraud  and  falfehood  ;  lief  of  Conftantinople  (Annal.  torn.  ir.  p.  223, 

and  Eutychius    believes    (Anna!,  torn.  ii.  224  ).  The  other  Chriftians  of  the  Eift,  Bar- 

p.  211.)  that  the  fon  of  Maurice,  who  was  hebrxus  (apud  Affeman,  Eibiichec.  Orien- 

faved  iFom  the  affaffins,   lived  and  died  a  tal.  torn.  iii.  p.  412,  413.).  Elmacin  (Hift. 

monk  cn  mount  Sinai.  Saracen,  p.  13  — 16.),  Abulpharaglus  (Dvnaft. 

59  Eurychius  dates  all  the  loffes  of  the  p.  98,  99. )»  are  mpre  fincere  and  accurate, 

empire  under  the  reign  of  Phocas,  an  error  The  years  of  the  Perfian  war  are  difpofed  ia 

which  favea  the  honour  of  Heraclius,  wiiom  the  chronology  of  Pagi. 

were 
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C  XL VI  P  were  e(lua^y  fuccefsful  and  more  fortunate  in  the  fack  of  Cxfarea, 
*  v  '  the  capital  cf  Cappadocia  ;  and  as  they  advanced  beyond  the  ram- 
parts of  the  frontier,  the  boundary  of  ancient  war,  they  found  a 
lefs  obflinate  refiftance  and  a  more  plentiful  harveft.  The  pleafant 
vale  of  Damafcus  has  been  adorned  in  every  age  with  a  royal  city  : 
her  obfcure  felicity  has  hitherto  efcaped  the  hiftorian  of  the  Roman 
empire  :  but  Chofroes  repofed  his  troops  in  the  paradife  of  Damafcus 
before  he  afcended  the  hills  of  Libanus,  or  invaded  the  cities  of  the 
ofPaleftine,  Phoenician  coaft.  The  conqueft  of  Jerufalem60,  which  had  been 
meditated  by  Nufhirvan,  was  atchieved  by  the  zeal  and  avarice  of 
his  grandfon  ;  the  ruin  of  the  proudeft  monument  of  Chriftianity 
was  vehemently  urged  by  the  intolerant  fpirit  of  the  Magi ;  and  he 
could  enlift,  for  this  holy  warfare,  an  army  of  fix  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  Jews,  whofe  furious  bigotry  might  compenfate,  in  fome  de- 
gree, for  the  want  of  valour  and  difcipline.  After  the  reduction  of 
Galilee,  and  the  region  beyond  the  Jordan,  whofe  refiftance  appears  to 
have  delayed  the  fate  of  the  capital,  Jerufalem  itfelf  was  taken  by 
aifault.  The  fepulchre  of  Chrift,  and  the  ftately  churches  of  Helena 
and  Conftantine,  were  confumed,  or  at  leaft  damaged,  by  the  flames; 
the  devout  offerings  of  three  hundred  years  were  rifled  in  one  facri- 
legious  day;  the  patriarch  Zachariah,  and  the  true  crofs,  were 
tranfported  into  Perfia;  and  the  malfacre  of  ninety  thoufand  Chriftians 
is  imputed  to  the  Jews  and  Arabs  who  fwelled  the  diforder  of  the 
Perfian  march.  The  fugitives  of  Paleftine  were  entertained  at  Alex- 
andria by  the  charity  of  John  the  archbifhop,  who  is  diftinguifhed 
among  a  crowd  of  faints  by  the  epithet  of  aim/giver 61  -:  and  the 

revenues 

60  On  the  conqueft  of  Jerufalem,  an  event    — 26.),  whofe  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
fo  interesting  to  the  church,  fee  the  Annals    liomiiies  are  (till  extant,  if  what  no  one  reads 
of  Eutychius  (torn.  ii.  p.  212 — 223.)  and  the    may  be  faid  to  be  extant, 
lamentations  of  the  monk  Antiochus  (apud       61  The  life  of  this  worthy  faint  is  compofed 
Baronium,  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  614,  N°  16    bv  Leontius,  a  contemporary  bifhop;  and  I 

find 
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revenues  of  the  church,  with  a  treafure  of  three  hundred  thoufand  CHAP. 

X  L  V  X  i 


pounds,  were  reftored  to  the  true  proprietors,  the  poor  of  every 
country  and  every  denomination.  But  Egypt  itfelf,  the  only  pro- 
vince which  had  been  exempt,  fince  the  time  of  Diocletian,  from 
foreign  and  domeftic  war,  was  again  fubdued  by  the  fucceflbrs  of 
Cyrus.  Pelufium,  the  key  of  that  impervious  country,  was  furprifed  of  Egypt, 
by  the  cavalry  of  the  Perfians  :  they  pafled,  with  impunity,  the  in- 
numerable channels  of  the  Delta,  and  explored  the  long  valley  of 
the  Nile,  from  the  pyramids  of  Memphis  to  the  confines  of  Ethio- 
pia. Alexandria  might  have  been  relieved  by  a  naval  force,  but 
the  archbifhop  and  the  prefect  embarked  for  Cyprus ;  and  Chofroes 
entered  the  fecond  city  of  the  empire,  which  ftill  preferved  a  wealthy 
remnant  of  induftry  and  commerce.  His  weftern  trophy  was 
erected,  not  on  the  walls  of  Carthage62,  but  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Tripoli :  the  Greek  colonies  of  Cyrene  were  finally  extirpated; 
and  the  conqueror,  treading  in  the  footfteps  of  Alexander,  returned 
in  triumph  through  the  fands  of  the  Lybian  defert.  In  the  fame  of  Afia  Mi- 
campaign,  another  army  advanced  from  the  Euphrates  to  the  Thra-  a.d.  616, 
cian  Bofphorus  j  Chalcedon  furrendered  after  a  long  fiege,  and  a  &c* 
Perfian  camp  was  maintained  above  ten  years  in  the  preience  of 
Conftantinople.  The  fea-coaft  of  Pontus,  the  city  of  Ancyra,  and 
the  ifle  of  Rhodes,  are  enumerated  among  the  laft  conquefts  of  the 
great  king ;  and  if  Chofroes  had  polTeiTed  any  maritime  power,  his 
boundlefs  ambition  would  have  fpread  flavery  and  defolation  over  the 
provinces  of  Europe* 

From  the  long-difputed  hanks  of  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates,  the  His  reign 
reign  of  the  grandfon  of  Nufhirvan  was  fuddenly  extended  to  the  cence.  gD1 

find  in  Baronius  (Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  610.  thage  inftead  of  Chalcedon,  is  founded  on  the 

N°  10,  &c.)  and  Fleury  (torn.  viii.  p.  235 —  near  refemblance  of  the  Greek  words  Ka^i- 

24Z.)  fufficient  extracts  of  this  edifying  work.  lota,  and  Kaf%rXia,  in  the  text  of  Theophanes, 

'*  The  error  of  Baronius,  and  many  others  &c.  which  have  been  fometimes  confounded 

who  have  carried  the  arms  of  Chofroes  to  Car-  by  tranfcribers  and  fometimes  by  critics. 
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C  H  \n  P'  Hellefpont  and  the  Nile,  the  ancient  limits  of  the  Perfian  monarchy. 
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 i  But  the  provinces,  which  had  been  faihioned  by  the  habits  of  use 

hundred  years  to  the  virtues  and  vices  of  the  Roman  government, 
fupported  with  reluctance  the  yoke  of  the  Barbarians.  The  idea  of 
a  republic  was  kept  alive  by  the  inftitutions,  or  at  leaft  by  the  writ- 
ings, of  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  the  fubje&s  of  Heraclius  had 
been  educated  to  pronounce  the  words  of  liberty  and  law.  But  it 
has  always  been  the  pride  and  policy  of  Oriental  princes,  to  difplay 
the  titles  and  attributes  of  their  omnipotence  ;  to  upbraid  a  nation 
of  flaves  with  their  true  name  and  abject  condition,  and  to  enforce, 
by  cruel  and  infolent  threats,  the  rigour  of  their  abfolute  commands. 
The  Chriftians  of  the  Eaft  were  fcandalized  by  the  worfhip  of  fire, 
and  the  impious  doctrine  of  the  two  principles  :  the  Magi  were  not 
leis  intolerant  than  the  biftiops,  and  the  martyrdom  of  fome  native 
Perfians,  who  had  deferted  the  religion  of  Zoroafter 6J,  was  con- 
ceived to  be  the  prelude  of  a  fierce  and  general  perfecution.  By 
the  oppreffive  laws  of  Juftinian,  the  adverfaries  of  the  church  were 
made  the  enemies  of  the  ftate  ;  the  alliance  of  the  Jews,  Neftorians, 
and  Jacobites,  had  contributed  to  the  fuccefs  of  Chofroes,  and  his 
partial  favour  to  the  fectaries  provoked  the  hatred  and  fears  of  the 
Catholic  clergy.  Confcious  of  their  fear  and  hatred,  the  Perfian 
conqueror  governed  his  new  fubjects  with  an  iron  fceptre ;  and  as  if 
he  fufpected  the  liability  of  his  dominion,  he  exhaufted  their  wealth 
by  exorbitant  tributes  and  licentious  rapine,  defpoiled  or  demolifhed 
the  temples  of  the  Eaft,  and  tranfported  to  his  hereditary  realms  the 
gold,  the  filver,  the  precious  marbles,  the  arts,  and  the  artifts  cf  the 
Afiatic  cities.    In  the  obfeure  picture  of  the  calamities  of  the  em- 

63  The  genuine  ads  of  St.  Anaftafius  are  their  accounts.     The  holy  martyr  deferted 

publilhed  in  thofe  of  the  vLth  general  coun-  from  the  Perfian  to  the  Roman  army,  became 

cil,  from  whence  Baronius  (Anna!.  Ecclef.  a  monk  at  Jerufalem,  and  infulted  the  wor- 

A*D.  614,  626,  627.)  and  Butler  (Lives  of  lhip  of  the  Magi,  which  was  then  eftabliftied 

the  Saints,  vol.  i.  p.  242—248.)  have  taken  at  Ca:farea  in  Paleftine. 

9  pire, 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE 


pire*\  It  is  not  eafy  to  difcern  the  figure  of  Chofroes  himfelf.  to  c  H  A  p 

r  r    c    •     •  XLVI- 

feparate  his  actions  from  thofe  of  his  lieutenants,  or  to  afcertain  his  u.  ■»  —4 

perfonal  merit  in  the  general  blaze  of  glory  and  magnificence.  He 
enjoyed  with  oftentation  the  fruits  of  victory,  and  frequently  re- 
tired from  the  hardfhips  of  war  to  the  luxury  of  the  palace.  But  in 
the  fpace  of  twenty-four  years,  he  was  deterred  by  fuperftition  or 
refentment  from  approaching  the  gates  of  Ctefiphon :  and  his  fa- 
vourite refidence  of  Artemita  or  Daftagerd,  was  fituate  beyond  the 
Tigris,  about  fixty  miles  to  the  north  of  the  capital 6s.  The  adjacent 
paftures  were  covered  with  flocks  and  herds :  the  paradife  or  park 
was  replenifhed  with  pheafants,  peacocks,  oftriches,  roebucks,  and 
wild  boars,  and  the  noble  game  of  lions  and  tygers  was  fometimes 
turned  loofe  for  the  bolder  pleafures  of  the  chace.  Nine  hundred 
and  fixty  elephants  were  maintained  for  the  ufe  or  fplendour  of  the 
great  king :  his  tents  and  baggage  were  carried  into  the  field  by 
twelve  thoufand  great  camels  and  eight  thoufand  of  a  fmaller  fize 6IS : 
and  the  royal  ftables  were  filled  with  fix  thoufand  mules  and  horfes, 
among  wrhom  the  names  of  Shebdiz  and  Barid  are  renowned  for 
their  fpeed  or  beauty.  Six  thoufand  guards  fucceflively  mounted 
before  the  palace  gate  ;  the  fervice  of  the  interior  apartments  was 
performed  by  twelve  thoufand  flaves,  and  in  the  number  of  three 
thoufand  virgins,  the  faireft  of  Afia,  fome  happy  concubine  might 
confole  her  mafter  for  the  age  or  the  indifference  of  Sira.  The  va- 
rious treafures  of  gold,  filver,  gems,  filk,  and  aromatics,  were  de- 
pofited  in  an  hundred  fubterraneous  vaults ;  and  the  chamber  Ba- 
daverd  denoted  the  accidental  gift  of  the  winds  which  had  wafted 

*♦  Abulpharagius,  Dynaft.  p.  99.    Elma-  has  only  one;  the  fize  of  the  proper  earner  Is 

cin,  Hift.  Saracen,  p.  14.  larger;  the  country  he  comes  from,  Turk- 

65  D'Anville,  Mem.  de  l'Academie  des  In-  eftan  or  Battriana;  the  dromedary  is  confined 
fcriptions,  torn,  xxxii.  p.  568 — 57 1 .  to  Arabia  and  Africa.  Button,  Hift.  Naturelle, 

66  The  difference  between  the  two  races  torn.  xi.  p.  211,  &c.    Ariftot.  Hill.  Animal, 
confifts  in  one  or  two  humps ;  the  dromedary  torn.  i.  1.  ii.  c,  1 .  torn.  ii.  p.  1 85. 

Vol.  IV.  3  T  the 
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CHAP,  the  fpoils  of  Heraclius  into  one  of  the  Syrian  harbours  of  his  rival 
xlvi.  r  . 

v  v  ■  /  The  voice  of  flattery,  and  perhaps  of  fiction,  is  not  afhamed  to  com- 
pute the  thirty  thoufand  rich  hangings  that,  adorned  the  walls;  the 
forty  thoufand  columns  of  filver,  or  more  probably  of  marble,  and 
plated  wood,  that  fupported  the  roof ;  and  the  thoufand  globes  of 
gold  fufpended  in  the  dome  to  imitate  the  motions  of  the  planets 
and  the  conftellations  of  the  zodiac f7.  While  the  Perfian  monarch 
contemplated  the  wonders  of  his  art  and  power,  he  received  an  epiftle 
from  an  obfcure  citizen  of  Mecca,  inviting  him  to  acknowledge 
Mahomet  as  the  apoftle  of  God.  He  rejected  the  invitation,  and 
tore  the  epiftle.  "  It  is  thus,"  exclaimed  the  Arabian  prophet, 
"  that  God  will  tear  the  kingdom,  and  reject  the  fupplications  of 
**  Chofroes68."  Placed  on  the  verge  of  the  two  great  empires  of  the 
Eaft,  Mahomet  obferved  with  fecret  joy,  the  progrefs  of  their  mu- 
tual deftruction,  and  in  the  midft  of  the  Perfian  triumphs,  he  ven- 
tured to  foretell,  that  before  many  years  fhould  elaple,  victory  would 
again  return  to  the  banners  of  the  Romans  69. 

Diftrefs  of        At  the  time  when  this  prediction  is  faid  to  have  been  delivered, 

Herachus,     no  pr0phecy  could  be  more  diftant  from  its  accomplishment,  fince 
610-622.    the  firft  twelve  years  of  Heraclius  announced  the  approaching  difTo- 
lution  of  the  empire.    If  the  motives  of  Chofroes  had  been  pure 


67  Theophanes,  Chronograph,  p.  268. 
D'Herbelot,  Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  997. 
The  Greeks  defcribe  the  decay,  the  Per- 
sians the  fplendour,  of  Daftagerd  ;  but  the 
former  fpeak  from  the  modeft  witnefs  of  the 
eye,  the  latter  from  the  vague  report  of  the 
ear. 

68  The  hiftorians  of  Mahomet,  Abulfeda 
(in  Vit.  Mohammed,  p.  92,  93.)  and  Gagnier 
(Vie  de  Mahomet,  torn.  ii.  p.  247.),  date  this 
embafly  in  the  viith  year  of  the  hegira,  which 
commences  A.  D.  628,  May  11.  Their  chro- 
nology is  erroneous,  fince  Chofroes  died  in  the 
month  of  February  of  the  fame  year  (Pagi, 

l8 


Critica,  torn.  ii.  p.  779.)'  The  count  de 
Boulainvilliers  (Vie  de  Mahomed,  p.  327, 
328.)  places  this  embafly  about  A.  D.  615, 
foon  after  the  conqueft  of  Paleftine.  Yet 
Mahomet  would  fcarcely  have  ventured  fo 
foon  on  fo  bold  a  ftep. 

69  See  the  xxxth  chapter  of  the  Koran,  en- 
titled the  Greeks.  Our  honeft  and  learned 
tranflator  Sale  (p.  330,331.)  fairly  ftates  this 
conjecture,  guefs,  wager,  of  Mahomet;  but 
Boulainvilliers  (p.  329 — 344.),  with  wicked 
intentions,  labours  to  eftablifh  this  evident 
prophecy  of  a  future  event,  which  mid,  in 
his  opinion,  embarrafs  the  Chriftian  polemics. 

and 
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and  honourable,  he  muft  have  ended  the  quarrel  with  the  death  of  c  H  A  P- 

XLVI. 

Phocas,  and  he  would  have  embraced  as  his  heft  ally,  the  fortunate  l.  ■  — .-  _j 
African  who  had  fo  generoufly  avenged  the  injuries  of  his  bene- 
factor Maurice.    The  profecution  of  the  war  revealed  the  true  cha- 
racter of  the  Barbarian  ;  and  the  fuppliant  embaflies  of  Heraclius,  to 
befeech  his  clemency,  that  he  would  fpare  the  innocent,  accept  a 
tribute,  and  give  peace  to  the  world,  were  rejected  with  contemptu- 
ous filence  or  infolent  menace.    Syria,  Egypt,  and  the  provinces  of 
Afia,  were  fubdued  by  the  Perfian  arms,  while  Europe,  from  the 
confines  of  Iftria  to  the  long  wall  of  Thrace,  was  oppreMed  by  the 
Avars,  unfatiated  with  the  blood  and  rapine  of  the  Italian  war.  They 
had  coolly  mafiacred  their  male  captives  in  the  facred  field  of  Pan- 
nonia  ;  the  women  and  children  were  reduced  to  fervitude,  and  the 
nobleft  virgins  were  abandoned  to  the  promifcuous  luft  of  the  Bar- 
barians.    The  amorous  matron  who  opened  the  gates  of  Friuli 
paffed  a  fhort  night  in  the  arms  of  her  royal  lover;  the  next  evening, 
Romilda  was  condemned  to  the  embraces  of  twelve  Avars,  and  the 
third  day  the  Lombard  princefs  was  impaled  in  the  fight  of  the  camp, 
while  the  chagan  obferved,  with  a  cruel  fmile,  that  fuch  a  hufband  was 
the  fit  recompenfe  of  her  lewdnefs  and  perfidy 70.    By  thefe  implacable 
enemies,  Heraclius,  on  either  fide,  was  infulted  and  befieged :  and 
the  Roman  empire  was  reduced  to  the  walls  of  Conftantinople,  with 
the  remnant  of  Greece,  Italy,  and  Africa,  and  lbme  maritime  cities, 
from  Tyre  to  Trebizond,  of  the  Afiatic  coaft.     After  the  lofs  of 
Egypt,  the  capital  was  aflflicted  by  famine  and  peftilence ;  and  the 
emperor,  incapable  of  refiftance,  and  hopelefs  of  relief,  had  refolved 
to  transfer  his  perfon  and  government  to  the  more  fecure  refidence 
of  Carthage    His  mips  were  already  laden  with  the  treafures  of  the 
palace,  but  his  flight  was  arretted  by  the  patriarch,  who  armed  the 

70  Paul  Warnefrid,  de  Geftis  Langobardorum,  1.  iv.  c.  38.  4.2.   Muratori,  Annali  d'ltalia, 
torn.  v.  p.  305,  &c. 

3  T  7.  powers 
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He  folicits 
peace. 


powers  of  religion  in  the  defence  of  his  country,  led  Heraclius  to 
the  altar  of  St.  Sophia,  and  extorted  a  folemn  oath,  that  he  would 
live  and  die  with  the  people  whom  God  had  entrufted  to  his  care. 
The  chagaii  was  encamped  in  the  plains  of  Thrace,  but  he  dirTem- 
bled  his  perfidious  defigns,  and  folicited  an  interview  with  the  em- 
peror near  the  town  of  Heraclea.  Their  reconciliation  was  celebrated 
with  equeftrian  games,  the  fenate  and  people  in  their  gayeft  apparel 
reforted  to  the  feftival  of  peace,  and  the  Avars  beheld  with  envy 
and  defire,  the  fpettacle  of  Roman  luxury.  On  a  fudden,  the  hip- 
podrome was  encompaffed  by  the  Scythian  cavalry,  who  had  preiTed 
their  fecret  and  nocturnal  march  :  the  tremendous  found  of  the 
chagan's  whip  gave  the  fignal  of  the  affault ;  and  Heraclius  wrap- 
ping his  diadem  round  his  arm,  was  faved,  with  extreme  hazard,  by 
the  fleetnefs  of  his  horfe.  So  rapid  was  the  purfuit,  that  the  Avars 
almoft  entered  the  golden  gate  of  Conftantinople  with  the  flying 
crowds7' ;  but  the  plunder  of  the  fuburbs  rewarded  their  treafon, 
and  they  tranfported  beyond  the  Danube  two  hundred  and  feventy 
thoufand  captives.  On  the  more  of  Chalcedon,  the  emperor  held 
a  fafer  conference  with  a  more  honourable  foe,  who,  before  Hera- 
clius defcended  from  his  galley,  faluted  with  reverence  and  pity  the 
majefty  of  the  purple.  The  friendly  offer  of  Sain  the  Perfian  ge- 
neral, to  conduct  an  embalTy  to  the  prefence  of  the  great  king,  was 
accepted  with  the  warmeft  gratitude,  and  the  prayer  for  pardon  and 
peace  was  humbly  prefented  by  the  praetorian  praefec"t,  the  praefed 
of  the  city,  and  one  of  the  firft  ecclefiaftics  of  the  patriarchal  church7*. 
But  the  lieutenant  of  Chofroes  had  fatally  miftaken  the  intentions  of 


7*  ThePafchal  Chronicle,  which  fometimes  71  Some  original  pieces,  fuch  as  the  fpeech 

introduces  fragments  of  hiftory  into  a  barren  or  letter  of  the  Roman  ambafladors  (p.  386 

lift  of  names  and  dates,  gives  the  beft  account  — 388.),  likewife  conftitute  the  merit  of  the 

of  the  treafon  of  the  Avars,  p.  389,  390.  Pafchal  Chronicle,  which  was  compofed,  pes- 

The  number  of  captives  is  added  by  Nice-  haps  at  Alexandria,  under  the  reign  of  Hera- 

phorus,  cH»«» 

his 
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his  matter.    "  It  was  not  an  embafiy,"  faid  the  tyrant  of  Afia,  "  it  C  P. 

w  was  the  perfon  of  Heraclius,  bound  in  chains,  that  he  fhould  have  <  ,,  * 

M  brought  to  the  foot  of  my  throne.  I  will  never  give  peace  to  the 
"  emperor  of  Rome  till  he  has  abjured  his  crucified  God,  and  em- 
"  braced  the  worfhip  of  the  fun."  Sain  was  flayed  alive,  according 
to  the  inhuman  practice  of  his  country ;  and  the  feparate  and  rigor- 
ous confinement  of  the  ambafladors,  violated  the  law  of  nations 
and  the  faith  of  an  exprefs  ftipulation.  Yet  the  experience  of  fix 
years  at  length  perfuaded  the  Perfian  monarch  to  renounce  the  con- 
quer!: of  Conftantinople,  and  to  fpecify  the  annual  tribute  or  ranfom 
of  the  Roman  empire  :  a  thoufand  talents  of  gold,  a  thoufand  talent* 
of  filver,  a  thoufand  filk-robes,  a  thoufand  horfes,  and  a  thoufand 
virgins.  Heraclius  fubfcribed  thefe  ignominious  terms,  but  the  time 
and  fpace  which  he  obtained  to  collect  fuch  treafures  from  the  po- 
verty of  the  Eaft,  was  induftrioufly  employed  in  the  preparations  of 
a  bold  and  defperate  attack. 

Of  the  characters  confpicuous  in  hiftory,  that  of  Heraclius  is  one  His  prepara- 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  and  incontinent.  In  the  nrit  and  the  laft  a.  D.  6zu 
years  of  a  long  reign,  the  emperor  appears  to  be  the  ilave  of  floth, 
of  pleafure,  or  of  fuperftition,  the  carelefs  and  impotent  fpectator  of 
the  public  calamities.  But  the  languid  mifts  of  the  morning  and 
evening  are  feparated  by  the  brightnefs  of  the  meridian  fun  ;  the 
Arcadius  of  the  palace,  arofe  the  Casfar  of  the  camp ;  and  the  honour 
of  Rome  and  Heraclius  was  glorioufly  retrieved  by  the  exploits 
and  trophies  of  fix  adventurous  campaigns.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
Byzantine  hiftorians  to  have  revealed  the  caufes  of  his  flumber  and 
vigilance.  At  this  diftance,  we  can  only  conjecture  that  he  was  en- 
dowed with  more  perfonal  courage  than  political  refolution ;  that  he 
was  detained  by  the  charms  and  perhaps  the  arts  of  his  niece  Mar- 
tina, with  whom,  after  the  death  of  Eudocia,  he  contracted  an  in^- 

ceftuous 
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CHAP,  ceftuous  marriage"  :  and  that  he  yielded  to  the  bafe  advice  of  the 

XLVI. 

<«, — .—,._,«  counfellors,  who  urged  as  a  fundamental  law,  that  the  life  of  the 
emperor  mould  never  be  expofed  in  the  field7*.  Perhaps  he  was 
awakened  by  the  laft  infolent  demand  of  the  Perfian  conqueror;  but 
at  the  moment  when  Heraclius  aflumed  the  fpirit  of  an  hero,  the 
only  hopes  of  the  Romans  were  drawn  from  the  viciflitudes  of  for- 
tune, which  might  threaten  the  proud  profperity  of  Chofroes,  and 
rauft  be  favourable  to  thofe  who  had  attained  the  lovveft  period  of 
depreffion 7S.  To  provide  for  the  expences  of  war,  was  the  firft 
care  of  the  emperor  ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  collecting  the  tribute, 
he  was  allowed  to  folicit  the  benevolence  of  the  Eaftern  provinces. 
But  the  revenue  no  longer  flowed  in  the  ufual  channels,  the  credit 
of  an  arbitrary  prince  is  annihilated  by  his  power;  and  the  courage  of 
Heraclius  was  firft  difplayed  in  daring  to  borrow  the  confecrated 
wealth  of  churches,  under  the  folemn  vow  of  reftoring,  with  ufury, 
whatever  he  had  been  compelled  to  employ  in  the  fervice  of  religion 
and  of  the  empire.  The  clergy  themfelves  appear  to  have  fympa- 
thifed  with  the  public  diftrefs,  and  the  difcreet  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria, without  admitting  the  precedent  of  facrilege,  affifted  his  fo- 
vereign  by  the  miraculous  or  feafonable  revelation  of  a  fecret  trea- 
fure76.    Of  the  foldiers  who  had  confpired  with  Phocas,  only  two 

were 

73  Nicephorus  (p.  10,  1 1 .) ,  who  brands       75     Ei  t«;  ett'  axfov  r/j^a?  ivi%ias 
this  marriage  with  the  names  of  abicy.™  2nd  Eo-fottyims  teyuw  ax  «w«ikot«{ 
a&i(/.troii,  is  happy  to  obferve  that  of  two  fons,  Kxuria  to  ^mttov  cv  kcucoi;  t«  n^c-iJo? 
its  inceftuous  fruit,  the  elder  was  marked  by           AmrpP*)?  h,  Sec. 

Providence  with  a  ftiff  neck,  the  younger  George  Pifld.  Acroaf.  i.  5 1,  &c.  p.  4. 

Avith  the  lofs  of  hearing.  The  Orientals  are  not  lefs  fond  of  remarking 

74  George  of  Pifidia  (Acroaf.i.  112— 125.  this  ftrange  viciffitude  ;  and  I  remember  fome 
p.  5.),  who  Hates  the  opinions,  acquits  the  ftory  of  Khofrou  Parvijs,  not  very  unlike  the 
pufillanimous  counfellors  of  any  finifter  views,    ring  of  Polycrates  of  Samos. 

.  Would  he  have  excufed  the  proud  and  con-  ,B  Baronius  gravely  relates  this  difcovery, 
temptuous  admonition  of  Crifpus?  Emfaarw  or  rather  tranfmutation,  of  barrels,  not  of 
f»>»  »<t  t£ov  RaviKii  truant  xxvccKkymcmn  fUmteWi  honey,  but  of  gold  (Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D. 
Mfiu .tm(  vnffu  arixvf himfueffw*  620,  N°  3,  &c).    Yet  the  loan  was  arbi- 

trary, 
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were  found  to  have  furvived  the  ftroke  of  time  and  of  the  Barba-  c  H  A  P.. 

A  i  V  J  • 

rians77;  their  lofs,  even  of  thefe  feditious  veterans,  was  imperfectly  <. — , — 
fupplied  by  the  new  levies  of  Heraclius,  and  the  gold  of  the  fanc- 
tuary  united,  in  the  fame  camp,  the  names,  and  arms,  and  languages 
of  the  Eaft  and  Weft.  He  would  have  been  content  with  the  neu- 
trality of  the  Avars ;  and  his  friendly  entreaty,  that  the  chagan 
would  act,  not  as  the  enemy  but  as  the  guardian  of  the  empire,  was 
accompanied  with  a  more  perfuafive  donative  of  two  hundred  thou- 
land  pieces  of  gold.  Two  days  after  the  feftival  of  Eafter,  the  em- 
peror, exchanging  his  purple  for  the  fimple  garb  of  a  penitent  and 
warrior  7\  gave  the  fignal  of  his  departure.  To  the  faith  of  the 
people  Heraclius  recommended  his  children ;  the  civil  and  military 
powers  were  veiled  in  the  moft  deferving  hands,  and  the  difcretion 
of  the  patriarch  and  fenate  was  authorifed  to  fave  or  furrender  the 
city,  if  they  mould  be  opprefled  in  his  abfence  by  the  fuperior  forces 
of  the  enemy. 

The  neighbouring  heights  of  Chalcedon  were  covered  with  tents  Firft  raped*: 

°         .  .  .  tionofHera- 

and  arms :  but  if  the  new  levies  of  Heraclius  had  been  rafhly  led  clius  again  it 
to  the  attack,  the  victory  of  the  Perfians  in  the  fight  of  Conftanti-  a.  D.  622/ 
nople  might  have  been  the  laft  day  of  the  Roman  empire.    As  im- 
prudent would  it  have  been  to  advance  into  the  provinces  of  Afia, 
leaving  their  innumerable  cavalry  to  intercept  his  convoys,  and  con- 
tinually to  hang  on  the  laffitude  and  diforder  of  his  rear.    But  the 
Greeks  were  ftill  matters  of  the  fea ;  a  fleet  of  gallies,  tranfports,, 
and  ftorefhips,  was  affembled  in  the  harbour,  the  Barbarians  con- 
trary, fince  it  was  collected  by  foldiers,  who    This  circum (lance  need  not  excite  our  fur- 
were  ordered  to  leave  the  patriarch  of  Alex-    prife.    The  mufter-roll  of  a  regiment,  even 
andria  no  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  of   in  time  of  peace,  is  renewed  in  lefs  than 
gold.     Nicephorus   (p.  n.)>  two  hundred    twenty  or  twenty-five  years, 
years  afterwards,  fpeaks  with  ill-humour  of       78  He  changed  his  purple,  for  black,  buf- 
this  contribution,  which  the  church  of  Con-    kins,  and  dyed  them  red  in  the  blood  of  the 
flantinople  might  ftill  feel.  Perfians  (Georg.  Pifid.  Acroaf.  iii.  118.  \z\,. 

77  Theophylatt  Simocatta,  1.  viii.  c.  \z.    122.    See  the  Notes  of  Foggini,  p.  35. 

fented 
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c  *j  A  P.  fented  to  embark ;  a  fteady  wind  carried  them  through  the  Hellef- 

A.  I_*  V I  • 

*>  v  pont ;  the  weftern  and  fouthern  coaft  of  Afia  Minor  lay  on  their 
left-hand  ;  the  fpirit  of  their  chief  was  firft  difplayed  in  a  ftorm  ; 
and  even  the  eunuchs  of  his  train  were  excited  to  fuffer  and  to  work 
by  the  example  of  their  matter.  He  landed  his  troops  on  the  con- 
fines of  Syria  and  Cilicia,  in  the  gulf  of  Scanderoon,  where  the  coaft 
fuddenly  turns  to  the  fouth  79  j  and  his  difcernment  was  exprefiTed  in 
the  choice  of  this  important  poft80.  From  all  fides,  the  fcattered 
garrifons  of  the  maritime  cities  and  the  mountains  might  repair  with 
fpeed  and  fafety  to  his  Imperial  ftandard.  The  natural  fortifications 
£>f  Cilicia  protected  and  even  concealed  the  camp  of  Heraclius,  which 
was  pitched  near  Iflus,  on  the  fame  ground  where  Alexander  had 
vanquished  the  hoft  of  Darius.  The  angle  which  the  emperor  oc- 
cupied, was  deeply  indented  into  a  vaft  femicircle  of  the  Afiatic, 
Armenian,  and  Syrian  provinces  ;  and  to  whatfoever  point  of  the  cir- 
cumference he  fhould  direct  his  attack,  it  was  eafy  for  him  to  dif- 
femble  his  own  motions  and  to  prevent  thofe  of  the  enemy.  In  the 
camp  of  Ifllis,  the  Roman  general  reformed  the  floth  and  diforder 
of  the  veterans,  and  educated  the  new  recruits  in  the  knowledge  and 
^practice  of  military  virtue.  Unfolding  the  miraculous  image  of 
Chrift,  he  urged  them  to  revenge  the  holy  altars  which  had  been 

79  George  of  Pifidia  (Acroaf.  ii.  10.  p.  8.)  nerar.  Wefleling.  p.  580,  581.  Schultens* 

has  fixed  this  important  point  of  the  Syrian  Index  Geograph.  ad  calcem  Vit.  Saladin. 

and  Cilician  gates.    They  are  elegantly  de-  p.  9.    Voyage  en  Turquie  et  en  Perfe,  par 

fcribed  by  Xenophon,  who  marched  through  M.  Otter,  torn.  i.  p.  78,  79.) 
them  a  thoufand  years  before.     A  narrow       80  Heraclius  might  write  to  a  friend  in  the 

pafs  of  three  ftadia  between  fteep  high  rocks  modelt  words  of  Cicero:  "  Caftra  habuimus 

(7rfTf«i  v;X.,SaTa.)  and  the  Mediterranean,  was  ea  ipfa  quae  contra  Darium  habuerat  apud 

clofed  at  each  end  by  ftrong  gates,  impregnable  Iffum  Alexander,  imperator  haud  paullo  me- 

to  the  land  {wafO^tw     nt         acceffible  by  Hor  quam  aut  tu  aut  ego."  Ad  Atticum,  v.  20. 

iea  (Anabafis,  I.  i.  p.  35,  36.  with  Hutchin-  Iffus,  a  rich  and  flourifhing  city  in  the  time 

fon's  Geographical  Diflertation,  p.  vi.).   The  of  Xenophon,  was  ruined  by  the  profperity 

gates  were  thirty-five  parafangs,  or  leagues,  of  Alexandria  or  Scanderoon,  on  the  other 

from  Tarfus  (Anabafis,  1.  i.  p.  33,  34.),  and  fide  of  the  bay. 
eight  or  ten  from  Antioch.    (Compare  Iti- 

1 2  profaned 
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X  Li  V  la 

dearing  appellations  of  fons  and  brethren,  he  deplored  the  public  v. — . — -t 
and  private  wrongs  of  the  republic.    The  fubjects  of  a  monarch 
were  perfuaded  that  they  fought  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  ;  and  a 
fimilar  enthufiafm  was  communicated  to  the  foreign  mercenaries, 
who  muft  have  viewed  with  equal  indifference  the  intereft  of  Rome 
and  of  Perfia.  Heraclius  himfelf,  with  the  fkill  and  patience  of  a  cen- 
turion, inculcated  the  leffons  of  the  fchool  of  tactics,  and  the  foldiers 
were  affiduoufly  trained  in  the  ufe  of  their  weapons,  and  the  exer- 
cifes  and  evolutions  of  the  field.    The  cavalry  and  infantry  in  light 
or  heavy  armour  were  divided  into  two  parties  j  the  trumpets  were 
fixed  in  the  centre,  and  their  fignals  directed  the  march,  the  charge, 
the  retreat,  or  purfuit ;  the  direct  or  oblique  order,  the  deep  or 
extended  phalanx ;  to  reprefent  in  fictitious  combat  the  operations 
of  genuine  war.    Whatever  hardfhip  the  emperor  impofed  on  the 
troops,  he  inflicted  with  equal  feverity  on  himfelf ;  their  labour,, 
their  diet,  their  fleep,  were  meafured  by  the  inflexible  rules  of  dis- 
cipline; and,  without  defpifing  the  enemy,  they  were  taught  to  repofe 
an  implicit  confidence  in  their  own  valour  and  the  wifdom  of  their 
leader.    Cilicia  was  foon  encompaffed  with  the  Perfian  arms ;  but 
their  caralry  hefitated  to  enter  the  defiles  of  mount  Taurus,  till  they 
were  circumvented  by  the  evolutions  of  Heraclius,  who  infenfibly 
gained  their  rear,  whilft  he  appeared  to  prefent  his  front  in  order 
of  battle.    By  a  falfe  motion,  which  feemed  to  threaten  Armenia,  he 
drew  them,  againft  their  wifhes,  to  a  general  action.    They  were 
tempted  by  the  artful  diforder  of  his  camp  ;  but  when  they  advanced 
to  combat,  the  ground,  the  fun,  and  the  expectation  of  both  armier, 
were  unpropitious  to  the  Barbarians  ;  the  Romans  fuccefsfully  re- 
peated their  tactics  in  a  field  of  battle  s',  and  the  event  of  the  day 

declared 

81  Fcgg'ni  (Annotat.  p.  31.)  fufpeft?  that    wftryutm  of  Mlim  (Tadb'c,  c.  48.),  an  intri- 
the  Perfians  were  deceived  by  the  gxtet*.  are-    cate  fpiral  motion  of  the  army.    He  cbferves 
Vol.  IV.  3U  (p.  28.) 
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C  H  A  P.  declared  to  the  world  that  the  Perfians  were  not  invincible,  and  that 

XLVt. 

i  1  an  hero  was  inverted  with  the  purple,    Strong  in  victory  and  fame, 

Heraclius  boldly  afcended  the  heights  of  mount  Taurus,  directed 
his  march  through  the  plains  of  Cappadocia,  and  eftablifhed  his 
troops  for  the  winter  feafoii  in  fafe  and  plentiful  quarters  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Halys  s\  *  His  foul  was  fuperior  to  the  vanity  of 
entertaining  Conftantinople  with  an  imperfect  triumph  :  but  the 
prefence  of  the  emperor  was  indifpenfably  required  to  foothe  the  reft- 
lefs  and  rapacious  fpirit  of  the  Avars. 
His  fecond  Since  the  days  of  Scipio  and  Hannibal,  no  bolder  enterprife  has 
A  Id.1  623'  been  attempted  than  that  which  Heraclius  atchieved  for  the  de- 
624,  6Z5.  ]iverance  of  the  empire  **.  He  permitted  the  Perfians  to  opprefs 
for  a  while  the  provinces,  and  to  infult  with  impunity  the  capital  of 
the  Eaft ;  while  the  Roman  emperor  explored  his  perilous  way 
through  the  Black  Sea34  and  the  mountains  of  Armenia,  pene- 
trated into  the  heart  of  Perfia85,  and  recalled  the  armies  of  the  great 
king  to  the  defence  of  their  bleeding  country.  With  a  feled;  band 
of  five  thoufand  foldiers,  Heraclius  failed  from  Conftantinople  to 

(p.  zS.)  that  the  military  defcriptions  of  to  Erzerom,  five  ;  to  Erivan,  twelve  ;  to  Tau- 

George  of  Pifidia  are  tranferibed  in  the  tac-  ris,  ten  ;  in  all,  thirty-two.    Such  is  the  Iti- 

tics  of  the  emperor  Leo.  nerary  of  Tavernier  (Voyages,  torn.  i.  p.  12 

81  George  of  Pifidia,  an  eye-witnefs  (Aero-  — 56. ),  who  was  perfectly  converfant  with 

af  ii.  izz,  ice.),  defcribed,  in  three  acnafeis  the  roads  of  Afia.    Tcurnefort,  who  travel- 

or  cantos,  the  firlt  expedition  of  Heraclius.  led  with  a  palha,  fpent  ten  or  twelve  days 

The  pcem  has  been  lately  (1777)  pubiilhed  between  Trebizond  and  Erzerom  (Voyage 

at  Rome ;  but  fuch  vague  and  declamatory  du  Levant,  torn.  iii.  lettre  xviii.) ;  and  Char- 

praife  is  far  from  correfponding  with  the  fan-  din  (Voyages,  torn.  i.  p.  249— Z54.)  gives  the 

guine  hopes  of  Pagi,  D' Anvilfe,  &c.  more  correel  diftance  of  fifty-three  parafangs, 

83  Theophanes  (p.  Z56.)  carries  Heraclius  each  of  5000  paces  (what  paces?),  between 

fwiftly  (xar-<.  raxo  )  into  Armenia.   Nicepho-  Erivan  and  Tauris. 

rus  (p.  11.),  though  he  confounds  the  two       8s  The  expedition  of  Heraclius  into  Perfia 

expeditions,  defines  tfc»:  province  of  Lazica.  is  finely  illuftrated  by  M.  d'Anville  (Memoircs 

Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  it.  p.  Z31.)  has  given  de  PAcademie  des  Infcriptions,  torn,  xxviii. 

the  5C00  men,  with  the  more  probable  ftation  p.  559 — 573.).    He  difcovers  thefituation  of 

of  Trebizond.  Gandzaca,  Thebarma,  Daftagerd,  &c.  with 

8*  From  Conftantinople  to  Trebizond,  with  admirable  fkill  and  learning  ;  but  the  obfeure 

a  fair  wind,  four  or  five  days ;  From  thence  campaign  of  6Z4,  he  pafles  over  in  filence. 

Trebi- 
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Trebizoud;  afTembled  his  forces  which  had  wintered  in  the  Pontic  c  H  A 
regions;  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  Phafis  to  the  Cafpian  Sea,  en- 
couraged his  iubjetts  and  allies  to  march  with  the  fuccefibr  of  Con- 
ftantine,  under  the  faithful  and  vi&orious  banner  of  the  crofs.  When 
the  legions  of  Lucullus  and  Pompey  firft  pafled  the  Euphrates,  they 
blufhed  at  their  eafy  victory  over  the  natives  of  Armenia.    But  the 
long  experience  of  war  had  hardened  the  minds  and  bodies  of  that 
effeminate  people ;  their  zeal  and  bravery  were  approved  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  a  declining  empire  ;  they  abhorred  and  feared  the  ufurpation 
of  the  houfe  of  SalTan,  and  the  memory  of  perfecution  envenomed 
their  pious  hatred  of  the  enemies  of  Chrift.    The  limits  of  Armenia, 
as  it  had  been  ceded  to  the  emperor  Maurice,  extended  as  far  as  the 
Araxes ;   the  river  fubmitted  to  the  indignity  of  a  bridge 8<s,  and 
Heraclius,  in  the  footfteps  of  Mark  Antony,  advanced  towards  the 
city  of  Tauris  or  Gahdzaca      the  ancient  and  modern  capital  of  one 
of  the  provinces  of  Media.    At  the  head  of  forty  thoufand  men, 
Chofroes  himfelf  had  returned  from  fome  diftant  expedition  to  op- 
pofe  the  progrefs  of  the  Roman  arms ;  but  he  retreated  on  the 
approach  of  Heraclius,  declining  the  generous  alternative  of  peace  or 
of  battle.    Inftead  of  half  a  million  of  inhabitants,  which  have  been 
afcribed  to  Tauris  under  the  reign  of  the  Sophys,  the  city  contained 
no  more  than  three  thoufand  houfes ;  but  the  value  of  the  royal 
treafures  was  enhanced  by  a  tradition,  that  they  were  the  fpoils  of 
Crcefus,  which  had  been  tranfported  by  Cyrus  from  the  citadel  of 

86  Et  Pontem  indignatus  Araxes.  the  Orientals  (d'Herbelot,  Bibliot.  Orient. 

Virgil,  iEneid-  viii.  728.  p.  834.),  he  afcribes  the  foundation  of  Tauris, 

The  river  Araxes  is  noify,  rapid,  vehement,  or  Tebris,  to  Zobeide,  the  wife  of  the  famous 

and,  with  the  melting  of  the  fnows,  irrefift-  Khalif  Haroun  Alrafhid;  but  it  appears  to 

ible  :  the  ftrongell  and  mod  maffy  bridges  are  have  been  more  ancient,  and  the  names  of 

fwept  away  by  the  current;  and  its  indigna-  Gandzaca,  Gazaca,  Gaza,  are  cxprefiive  of 

tipri  is  attefted  by  the  ruins  of  many  arches  the  royal  treafure.    The  number  of  550,000 

near  the  old  town  of  Zulfa.    Voyages  de  inhabitants   is   reduced   by  Chardin  from 

Chardin,  torn.  i.  p.  252.  1,100,000,  the  popular  ellimate. 

87  Chardin,  torn.  i.  p.  255 — 259.  With 

3  U  2    -  Sardes, 
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Sardes.  The  rapid  conquefts  of  Heraclius  were  fufpended  only  by 
the  winter  feafon ;  a  motive  of  prudence,  or  fuperftition ss,  deter- 
mined his  retreat  into  the  province  of  Albania,  along  the  mores  of 
the  Crfpian  ;  and  his  tents  were  moft  probably  pitched  in  the  plains 
of  Slogan*9,  the  favourite  encampment  of  Oriental  princes.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  fuccefsful  inroad,  he  fignalized  the  zeal  and  revenge 
of  a  Chriftian  emperor:  at  his  command,  the  foldiers  extinguiflied 
the  lire  and  deftroyed  the  temples  of  the  Magi ;  the  ftatues  of  Chof- 
roes,  who  afpired  to  divine  honours,  were  abandoned  to  the  flames; 
and  the  ruin  of  Thebarma  or  Ormia  90,  which  had  given  birth  to 
Zoroafter  himfelf,  made  fome  atonement  for  the  injuries  of  the  holy 
fepulchre.  A  purer  fpirit  of  religion  was  fhewn  in  the  relief  and  de- 
liverance of  fifty  thoufand  captives.  Heraclius  was  rewarded  by 
their  tears  and  grateful  acclamations ;  but  this  wife  meafure,  which 
ipread  the  fame  of  his  benevolence,  diffufed  the  murmurs  of  the 
Perfians  againft  the  pride  and  obftinacy  of  their  own  fovereign. 

Amid  ft  the  glories  of  the  fucceeding  campaign,  Heraclius  is  almoft 
loft  to  our  eyes,  and  to  thofe  of  the  Byzantine  hiftorians 9\  From 
the  fpacious  and  fruitful  plains  of  Albania,  the  emperor  appears  to 


88  He  opened  the  gofpel,  and  applied  or 
interpreted  the  firft  cafual  paflage  to  the 
name  and  fituation  of  Albania,  Theophanes, 
r.  258. 

89  The  heath  of  Mogan,  between  the  Cy- 
rus and  the  Araxes,  is  fixty  parafangs  in  length 
and  twenty  in  breadth  (Olearius,  p.  1023, 
1024.)'  abounding  in  waters  and  fruitful  pas- 
tures (Hilt,  de  Nader  Shah,  tranllated  by  Mr. 
Jones  from  a  Perfian  MS.  pare  ii.  p.  2,  3.). 
See  the  encampments  of  Timur  (Hill,  par 
Skerefeddi.n  AH,  1.  v.  c.  37.  I.  vi.  c.  13.)  and 
the  coronation  of  Nader  Shah  (Hill.  Perfir.ne, 
p.  3—13.  and  the  Englilh  Life  by  Mr.  Jones, 
p.  64,  65.). 

90  Thebarma  and  Urmia,  near  the  lake 
Spauta,  are  proved  to  be  the  fame  city  by 
P'Anville  (Mcmoiies  de  l'Academie,  torn. 


xxviii.  p.  564,  565.)-  It  is  honoured  as  the 
birth-place  of  Zoroafter,  according  to  the 
Perfians  (Schulten's  Index  Geograph.  p. 48.) ; 
and  their  tradition  is  fortified  by  M.  Perron 
d'Anquetil  (Mem.  de  l'Acad.  des  Infcript. 
torn.  xxxi.  p.  375-),  with  fome  texrs  from  his, 
or  their,  Zendavefta. 

91  I  cannot  find,  and  (what  is  much  more) 
M.  d'Anville  does  not  attempt  to  feek,  the 
Salban,  Tarantum,  territory  of  the  Huns, 
&c.  mentioned  by  Theophanes  (p.  260-r- 
262.).  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  231, 
232.),  an  infufficient  author,  names  Afpha- 
han  ;  and  Cafbin  is  mcft  probably  the  city 
of  Sapor.  Ifpahan  is  twenty-four  days  jour- 
ney from  Tauris,  and  Caib'n  half  way  be- 
tween them  (Voyages  de  Tavernier,  torn.  i. 
p.  63-82.). 

9  follow 
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follow  the  chain  of  Hyrcanian  mountains,  to  defcend  into  the  pro-  CHAP. 
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vince  of  Media  or  Irak,  and  to  carry  his  victorious  arms  as  far  as  the  l-v-*j 

royal  cities  of  Cafbin  and  Ifpahan,  which  had  never  been  approached 
by  a  Roman  conqueror.  Alarmed  by  the  danger  of  his  kingdom, 
the  powers  of  Chofroes  were  already  recalled  from  the  Nile  and  the 
Bofphorus,  and  three  formidable  armies  furrounded,  in  a  diftant 
and  hoftile  land,  the  camp  of  the  emperor.  The  Colchian  allies 
prepared  to  defert  his  ftandard ;  and  the  fears  of  the  braveft  veterans 
were  exprefled,  rather  than  concealed,  by  their  defponding  filence. 
"  Be  not  terrified,"  faid  the  intrepid  Heraclius,  "  by  the  mul- 
"  titude  of  your  foes.  With  the  aid  of  Heaven,  one  Roman  may 
M  triumph  over  a  thoufand  Barbarians.  But  if  we  devote  our  lives 
"  for  the  falvation  of  our  brethren,  we  mail  obtain  the  crown  of 
*'  martyrdom,  and  our  immortal  reward  will  be  liberally  paid  by 
"  God  and  pofterity."  Thefe  magnanimous  fentiments  were  fup- 
ported  by  the  vigour  of  his  actions.  He  repelled  the  threefold 
attack  of  the  Perfians,  improved  the  divifions  of  their  chiefs,  and,  by 
a  well-concerted  train  of  marches,  retreats,  and  fuccefsful  actions, 
finally  chaced  them  from  the  field  into  the  fortified  cities  of  Media 
and  Aflyria.  In  the  feverity  of  the  winter  feafon,  Sarbaraza  deemed 
himfelf  fecure  in  the  walls  of  Salban ;  he  was  furprifed  by  the  acti- 
vity of  Heraclius,  who  divided  his  troops  and  performed  a  laborious 
march  in  the  filence  of  the  night.  The  flat  roofs  of  the  houfes  were 
defended  with  ufelefs  valour  againft  the  darts  and  torches  of  the 
Romans:  the  fatraps  and  nobles  of  Perfia,  with  their  wives  and 
children,  and  the  flower  of  their  martial  youth,  were  either  flain  or 
made  prifoners.  The  general  efcaped  by  a  precipitate  flight,  but  his 
golden  armour  was  the  prize  of  the  conqueror ;  and  the  foldiers  of 
Heraclius  enjoyed  the  wealth  and  repofe  which  they  had  fo  nobly 
deferved.  On  the  return  of  fpring,  the  emperor  traverfed  in  feven 
days'  the  mountains  of  Curdiftan,  and  pa{fed  without  refiftance  the 

rapid 
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CHAP.  rapid  ftream  of  the  Tigris.    Opprefled  by  the  weight  of  their  fpoik 
i  "  .   '  '  and  captives,  the  Roman  army  halted  under  the  walls  of  Amida;  and 
Heraclius  informed  the  fenate  of  Conftantinople  of  his  fafety  and 
fuccefs,  which  they  had  already  felt  by  the  retreat  of  the  befiegers. 
The  bridges  of  the  Euphrates  were  deftroyed  by  the  Perfians ;  but 
as  foon  as  the  emperor  had  difcovered  a  ford,  they  haftily  retired  to 
defend  the  banks  of  the  Sarus     in  Cilicia.  That  river,  an  impetuous 
torrent,  was  about  three  hundred  feet  broad,  the  bridge  was  fortified 
with  ftrong  turrets,  and  the  banks  were  lined  with  Barbarian  archers. 
After  a  bloody  conflict,  which  continued  till  the  evening,  the  Ro- 
mans prevailed  in  the  afTault,  and  a  Perfian  of  gigantic  fize  was  flain 
and  thrown  into  the  Sarus  by  the  hand  of  the  emperor  himfelf. 
The  enemies  were  difperfed  and  difmayed  ;  Heraclius  purfued  his 
march  to  Sebafte  in  Cappadccia;  and  at  the  expiration  of  three  year?, 
the  fame  coaft  of  the  Euxine  applauded  his  return  from  a  long  and 
vi&orious  expedition93. 
Deliverance       Inftead  of  fkirmifhing  on  the  frontier,  the  two  monarchs  who 
no^e^om1"  difputed  the  empire  of  the  Eaft  aimed  their  defperate  ftrokes  at  the 
the  Perfians    heart  of  their  rival.    The  military  force  of  Perfia  was  wafted  by 

and  Avars,      1  J  J 

A.  D.  626.  t^e  marches  and  combats  of  twenty  years,  and  many  of  the  veterans, 
who  had  furvived  the  perils  of  the  fword  and  the  climate,  were  ftill 
detained  in  the  fortreiTes  of  Egypt  and  Syria-  But  the  revenge  and 
ambition  of  Chofroes  exhaufted  his  kingdom  ;  and  the  new  levies  of 
fubjects,  ftrangers,  and  flaves,  were  divided  into  three  formidable 
bodies  9\    The  firft  army  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  illuftrious  by  the 

51  At  ten  parafangs  from  Tarfus,  the  army  fevering  courage  of  the  three  campaigns 

of  the  younger  Cyrus  paffed  the  Sarus,  three  (r^  m^opyuaC)  againft  the  Perfians. 
plethra  in  breadth :  the  pyramus,  a  ftadium       94  Petavius  (Annotationes  ad  Nicephorum, 

in  breadth,  ran  five  parafan^  farther  to  the  p.  62,  63,  64.)  difcriminates  the  names  and 

eaft  (Xenophon,  Anabaf.  l.i.  p.  33,  34.).  actions  of  five  Perfian  generals  who  v/ere  fuc- 

93  George  of  Pifidia  (Bell.  Abaricum,  246  celEvely  fent  againft  Heracliu9. 
— 265.  p.  49.)  celebrates  with  truth  the  per- 

ornament 
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ornament  and  title  of  the  golden  [pears*  was  deftined  to  march  c  H  A  p- 
againft  Heraclius ;  the  fecond  was  Rationed  to  prevent  his  junction  — -v—_ j 
with  the  troops  of  his  brother  Theodorus ;  and  the  third  was  com- 
manded to  befiege  Conftantinople,  and  to  fecond  the  operations  of 
the  chagan,  with  whom  the  Perfian  king  had  ratified  a  treaty  of 
alliance  and  partition.    Sarbar,  the  general  of  the  third  army,  pene- 
trated through  the  provinces  of  Afia  to  the  well-known  camp  of 
Chalcedon,  and  amufed  himfelf  with  the  deftruction  of  the  facred 
and  profane  buildings  of  the  Afiatic  fuburbs,  while  he  impatiently 
waited  the  arrival  of  his  Scythian  friends  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Bofphorus.    On  the  twenty-ninth  of  June,  thirty-thoufand  Barba- 
rians, the  vanguard  of  the  Avars,  forced  the  long  wall,  and  drove 
into  the  capital  a  promifcuous  crowd  of  peafants,  citizens,  and  foldiers. 
Fourfcore  thoufand 95  of  his  native  fubjects,  and  of  the  vaffal  tribes 
of  Gepidse,  Ruffians,  Bulgarians,  and  Sclavonians,  advanced  under 
the  ftandard  of  the  chagan  ;  a  month  was  fpent  in  marches  and  ne- 
gociations,  but  the  whole  city  was  inverted  on  the  thirty-firft  of  July, 
from  the  fuburbs  of  Pera  and  Galata  to  the  Blachernse  and  feven 
towers ;  and  the  inhabitants  defcried  with  terror  the  flaming  fignals 
of  the  European  and  Afiatic  mores.    In  the  mean  while  the  magi- 
ftrates  of  Conftantinople  repeatedly  (trove  to  purchafe  the  retreat  of 
the  chagan :  but  their  deputies  were  rejected  and  infulted;  and  he 
fufTered  the  patricians  to  ftand  before  his  throne,  while  the  Perfian 
envoys,  in  filk  robes,  were  feated  by  his  fide.    "  You  fee,"  faid 
the  haughty  Barbarian,  "  the  proofs  of  my  perfect  union  with  the 
"  great  king ;  and  his  lieutenant  is  ready  to  fend  into  my  camp  a 
"  felect  band  of  three  thoufand  warriors.    Prefume  no  longer  to 

95  This  number  of  eight  myriads  is  fpeci-  and  that  his  fon  and  fucceflbr  was  born  of  a 

fied  by  George  of  Pifidia  (Bell.  Abar.  2 19.).  foreign  mother.     Yet  Foggini  (Annotat. 

The  poet  (50 — 88.)  clearly  indicates  that  the  p.  57.)  has  given  .mother  interpretation  to 

old  chagan  lived  till  the  reign  of  Heraclius,  this  pafiage. 

1  "  tempt 
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C  XL vi  P'  "  temPt  your  rnafter  with  a  partial  and  inadequate  ranfom :  your 
wealth  and  your  city  are  the  only  prefents  worthy  of  my  ac- 
"  ceptance.  For  yourfelves,  I  mall  permit  you  to  depart,  each 
"  with  an  under-garment  and  a  fhirt ;  and,  at  my  entreaty,  my 
"  friend  Sarbar  will  not  refufe  a  pafiage  through  his  lines.  Your 
"  abfent  prince,  even  now  a  captive  or  a  fugitive,  has  left  Conftan- 
"  tinople  to  its  fate ;  nor  can  you  efcape  the  arms  of  the  Avars  and 
ct  Perfians,  unlefs  you  could  foar  into  air  like  birds,  unlefs  like  fifhes 
"  you  could  dive  into  the  waves96."  During  ten  fucceffive  days, 
the  capital  was  afTaulted  by  the  Avars,  who  had  made  fome  progrefs 
in  the  fcience  of  attack ;  they  advanced  to  fap  or  batter  the  wall, 
under  the  cover  of  the  impenetrable  tortoife ;  their  engines  dif- 
charged  a  perpetual  volley  of  Hones  and  darts ;  and  twelve  lofty 
towers  of  wood,  exalted  the  combatants  to  the  height  of  the  neigh- 
bouring ramparts.  But  the  fenate  and  people  were  animated  by  the 
fpirit  of  Heraclius,  who  had  detached  to  their  relief  a  body  of  twelve 
thoufand  cuiraffiers;  the  powers  of  fire  and  mechanics  were  ufed 
with  fuperior  art  and  fuccefs  in  the  defence  of  Conftantinople ;  and 
the  gallies,  with  two  and  three  ranks  of  oars,  commanded  the  Bof- 
phorus,  and  rendered  the  Perfians  the  idle  fpectators  of  the  defeat  of 
their  allies.  The  Avars  were  repulfed;  a  fleet  of  Sclavonian  canoes 
was  deftroyed  in  the  harbour ;  the  vaflals  of  the  chagan  threatened 
to  defert,  his  provifions  were  exhaufted,  and  after  burning  his  engines, 
he  gave  the  fignal  of  a  flow  and  formidable  retreat.  The  devotion 
of  the  Romans  afcribed  this  fignal  deliverance  to  the  virgin  Mary ; 
but  the  mother  of  Chrift  would  furely  have  condemned  their  in- 

sS  A  bird,  a  frog,  a  moufe,  and  five  ar-  fera  qu'une  fanfarronade  dont  Darius  n'eut 

tows,  had  been  the  prefent  of  the  Scythian  fait  que  rire  (Emile,  torn.  iii.  p.  146.)-  Yet 

king  to  Darius  (Herodot.  1.  iv.  c.  131,  132.).  I  much  queftion  whether  the  fenate  and  peo- 

•«  Subftituez  une  lettre  a  ces  fignes  (fays  p]e  of  Conftantinople  laughed  at  this  meffage 

Roufleau,  with  much  good  tafte)  plus  elle  of  the  chagan. 
fera  menacante  moins  elle  effrayera :  ce  ne 

human 
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human  murder  of  the  Perfian  envoys,  who  were  entitled  to  the  rights  c  P. 
of  humanity,  if  they  were  not  protected  by  the  laws  of  nations41'.        i     „  ./ 
After  the  divifion  of  his  army,  Heraclius  prudently  retired  to  the  Alliances  and 
banks  of  the  Phafis,  from  whence  he  maintained  a  defenfive  war  Heradius.° 
againft  the  fifty  thoufand  gold  fpears  of  Perfia.    His  anxiety  was 
relieved  by  the  deliverance  of  Constantinople ;  his  hopes  were  con- 
firmed by  a  victory  of  his  brother  Theodorus ;  and  to  the  hoftile 
league  of  Chofroes  with  the  Avars,  the  Roman  emperor  oppofed  the 
ufeful  and  honourable  alliance  of  the  Turks.    At  his  liberal  invita- 
tion, the  hord  of  Chozars98  transported  their  tenls  from  the  plains  of 
the  Volga  to  the  mountains  of  Georgia ;  Heraclius  received  them  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Teflis,  and  the  khan  with  his  nobles  dis- 
mounted from  their  horfes,  if  we  may  credit  the  Greeks,  and  fell 
proftrate  on  the  ground,  to  adore  the  purple  of  the  Csefar.    Such  vo- 
luntary homage  and  important  aid  were  entitled  to  the  warmeft 
acknowledgments;  and  the  emperor,  taking  off  his  own  diadem, 
placed  it  on  the  head  of  the  Turkifh  prince,  whom  he  faluted  with 
a  tender  embrace  and  the  appellation  of  fon.-   After  a  fumptuous 
banquet,  he  prefented  Ziebel  with  the  plate  and  ornaments,  the  gold; 
the  gems,  and  the  filk,  which  had  been  ufed  at  the  Imperial  table, 
and,  with  his  own  hand,  diftributed  rich  jewels  and  ear-rings  to  his 
new  allies.    In  a  fecret  interview,  he  produced  the  portrait  of  his 
daughter  Eudocia condefcended  to  natter  the  Barbarian  with  the 

promife 

97  The  Pafchal  Chronicle  (p.  392—397.)  villfc,  viiith,  and  ixth  centuries.  They  were 
gives  a  minute  and  authentic  narrative  of  the  known  to  the  Greeks,  the  Arabs,  and,  under 
fiege  and  deliverance  of  Conihntinople.  the  name  of  Kofa,  to  the  Chinefe  themfelves. 
Theophanes  (p.  264.)  adds  fome  circum-  De  Guignes,  Hill,  des  Huns,  torn.  ii.  part  ii. 
fiances;  and  a  faint  light  may  be  obtained    p.  507 — 509. 

from  the  fmoke  of  George  of  Pifidia,  who  99  Epiphania.orEudocia,  the  only  daughter 
has  compofed  a  poem  (de  Bello  Abarico,  p.  45  of  Heraclius  and  his  firft  wife  Eudocia,  was 
—  54.)  to  commemorate  this  aufpicious  event,    born  at  Conftantinople  on  the  ;!h  of  July, 

98  The  power  of  Chozars  prevailed  in  the  A.  D.  61 1,  baptifcd  the  15th  of  Auguft,  and 
Vol.  IV.  3  X  crowned 
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His  third 
exp  -dition, 
'A.  D.  627. 


promife  of  a  fair  and  augnjl  bride,  obtained  an  immediate  fuccour  of 
forty  thoufand  horfe,  and  negociated  a  ftrong  diverfion  of  the 
Turkifli  arms  on  the  fide  of  theOxus100.  The  Perfians,  in  their 
turn,  retreated  with  precipitation ;  in  the  camp  of  EdefTa,  Hera- 
clius  reviewed  an  army  of  feventy  thoufand  Romans  and  ftrangers ; 
and  fome  months  were  fuccefsfully  employed  in  the  recovery  of  the 
cities  of  Syria,  Mefopotamia,  and  Armenia,  whofe  fortifications  had 
been  imperfectly  reftored.  Sarbar  {till  maintained  the  important 
ftation  of  Chalcedon;  but  the  jealoufy  of  Chofroes,  or  the  artifice  of 
Heraclius,  foon  alienated  the  mind  of  that  powerful  fatrap  from  the 
fervice  of  his  king  and  country.  A  meflenger  was  intercepted  with 
a  real  or  fictitious  mandate  to  the  cadarigan,  or  fecond  in  command, 
directing  him  to  fend,  without  delay,  to  the  throne,  the  head  of  a 
guilty  or  unfortunate  general.  The  difpatches  were  tranfmitted  to 
Sarbar  himfelf ;  and  as  foon  as  he  read  the  fentence  of  his  own  death, 
he  dexteroufly  inferted  the  names  of  four  hundred  officers,  aflembled 
a  military  council,  and  alked  the  Cadarigan,  whether  he  was  prepared 
to  execute  the  commands  of  their  tyrant.  The  Perfians  unanimoufly 
declared,  that  Chofroes  had  forfeited  the  fceptre ;  a  feparate  treaty 
was  concluded  with  the  government  of  Conftantinople ;  and  if  fome 
confederations  of  honour  or  policy  restrained  Sarbar  from  joining  the 
ftandard  of  Heraclius,  the  emperor  was  affured  that  he  might  pro- 
fecute,  without  interruption,  his  defigns  of  victory  and  peace. 

'  Deprived  of  his  firmed;  fupport,  and  doubtful  of  the  fidelity  of 
his  fubjects,  the  greatnefs  of  Chofroes  was  ftill  confpicuous  in  its 


crowned  (in  the  oratory  of  St.  Stephen  in  the  ,eo  Elmacin  (Hilt.  Saracen,  p.  13  —  16.) 

palace)  the  4lh  of  October  of  th?  fame  year,  gives  fome  curious  and  probable  fads :  but 

At  this  time  fhe  was  about  fifteen.    Eudocia  his  numbers  are  rather  too  high — 300,000  Ro- 

was  afcerwards  fent  to  her  Turkifli  hulband,  mans  aflembled  at  Edefla— 500,000  Perfians 

but  the  news  of  his  death  flopped  her  jour-  killed  at  Nineveh.    The  abatement  of  a  cy- 

ney  and  prevented  the  confummation  (Du-  pher  is  fcarcely  enough  to  reflore  his  fanity. 
cange,  Familis  Byzantin.  p.  1 18.). 

1 8  ruins. 
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ruins.    The  number  of  five  hundred  thoufand  may  be  Interpreted  P  *j  A  P. 

as  an  Oriental  metaphor,  to  defcribe  the  men  and  arms,  the  horfcs  \  -J 

and  elephants  that  covered  Media  and  AfTyria  againd  the  invafion 
of  Heraclius,  Yet  the  Romans  boldly  advanced  from  the  Araxes 
to  the  Tigris,  and  the  timid  prudence  of  Rhazates  was  content  to 
follow  them  by  forced  marches  through  a  defolate  country,  till  he 
received  a  peremptory  mandate  to  rifk  the  fate  of  Perfia  in  a  deci- 
five  battle.  Eaftward  of  the  Tigris,  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  of 
Mofal,  the  great  Nineveh  had  formerly  been  erected 10' :  the  city, 
and  even  the  ruins  of  the  city,  had  long  fince  difappeared 101 :  the 
vacant  fpace  afforded  a  fpacious  field  for  the  operations  of  the  two 
armies.  But  thefe  operations  are  neglected  by  the  Byzantine  hifto- 
rians,  and,  like  the  authors  of  epic  poetry  and  romance,  they  afcribe 
the  victory,  not  to  the  military  conduct,  but  to  the  perfonal  valour, 
of  their  favourite  hero.    On  this  memorable  day,  Heraclius,  on  his  an°  w8on"«» 

rr  •  •  •  December  i, 

horfe  Phallas,  furpaffed  the  braved  of  his  warriors :  his  lip  was  &c 
pierced  with  a  fpear,  the  deed  was  wounded  in  the  thigh,  but  he 
carried  his  mader  fafe  and  victorious  through  the  triple  phalanx  of 
the  Barbarians.  In  the  heat  of  the  action,  three  valiant  chiefs  were 
fucceffively  flam  by  the  fword  and  lance  of  the  emperor  j  among 
thefe  was  Rhazates  himfelf ;  he  fell  like  a  foldier,  but  the  fight  of 
his  head  fcattered  grief  and  defpair  through  the  fainting  ranks  of  the 
Perfians.    His  armour  of  pure  and  maffy  gold,  the  fliicld  of  one 

101  Ctefias  (apud  Diodor.  Sicul.  torn.  i.  93.),  which  ceafed  to  exifl  600  years  before 

1.  ii.  p.  115.  edit.  Wefleling)  afligns  4S0  fta-  Chrift.    The  weftern  fuburb  Hill  fubfiltcd, 

dia  (perhaps  only  32  miles)  for  the  circum-  and  is  mentioned  under  the  name  of  Moful 

ference  of  Nineveh.    Jonas  talks  of  three  in  the  firft  age  of  the  Arabiao  khalifs. 
days  journey:  the  120,000  perfons  defcribed       102  Niebuhr  (Voyage  en  Arabie,&c.  torn.  ii. 

by  the  prophet  as  incapable  of  difcerning  p.  286:)  pafled  over  Nineveh  without  perceiv- 

their  right  hand  from  their  left,  may  afford  ing  it.    He  miftook  for  a  ridge  of  hills  the 

about  700,000  perfons  of  all  ages  for  the  in-  old  rampart  of  brick  or  earth.    It  is  faid  to 

habitants  of  that  ancient  capital  (Goguet,  have  been  100  feet  high,  flanked  with  1500 

Origines  des  Loix,  &c.  torn.  iii.  part  i.  p.  92,  towers,  each  of  the  height  of  200  feet. 

3X2  hundred 
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c  H  A  p-  hundred  and  twenty  plates,  the  fword  and  belt,  the  faddle  and 

XL.VI. 

c — , — _/  cuirafs,  adorned  the  triumph  of  Heraclius,  and  if  he  had  not  been 
faithful  to  Chrift  and  his  mother,  the  champion  of  Rome  might  have 
offered  the  fourth  oplmc  fpoils  to  the  Jupiter  of  the  Capitol  ,0\  In 
the  battle  of  Nineveh,  which  was  fiercely  fought  from  day-break 
to  the  eleventh  hour,  twenty-eight  ftandards,  befide  thofe  which 
might  be  broken  or  torn,  were  taken  from  the  Perfians ;  the  greateft 
part  of  their  army  was  cut  in  pieces,  and  the  victors,  concealing  their 
own  lofs,  pafTed  the  night  on  the  field.  They  acknowledge,  that  on 
this  occafion,  it  was  lefs  difficult  to  kill  than  to  difcomfit  the  foldiers 
of  Chofroes ;  amidft  the  bodies  of  their  friends,  no  more  than  two 
bow-mot  from  the  enemy,  the  remnant  of  the  Perfian  cavalry  flood 
firm  till  the  feventh  hour  of  the  night ;  about  the  eighth  hour,  they 
retired  to  their  imrifled  camp,  collected  their  baggage,  and  difperfed 
on  all  fides,  from  the  want  of  orders  rather  than  of  refolution.  The 
diligence  of  Heraclius  was  not  lefs  admirable  in  the  ufe  of  victory ; 
by  a  march  of  forty-eight  miles  in  four  and  twenty  hours,  his  van- 
guard occupied  the  bridges  of  the  great  and  the  leffer  Zab  ;  and  the 
cities  and  palaces  of  AfTyria  were  open  for  the  firft  time  to  the 
Romans.  By  a  juft  gradation  of  magnificent  fcenes,  they  penetrated 
to  the  royal  feat  of  Daftagerd,  and,  though  much  of  the  treafure 
had  been  removed,  and  much  had  been  expended,  the  remaining 
wealth  appears  to  have  exceeded  their  hopes,  and  even  to  have  fa- 
tiated  their  avarice.  Whatever  could  not  be  eafily  tranfported,  they 
conlumed  with  fire,  that  Chofroes  might  feel  the  anguifh  of  thofe 
wounds,  which  he  had  fo  often  inflicted  on  the  provinces  of  the 

'°3  Rex  regia  arma  fero  (fays  Romulus,  in  edit.  Dacier)  could  juftify  his  liberality  in 

the  firil  confecration)  ....  bina  poftea  (con-  granting  the  efime  fpoils  even  to  a  common 

tinues  Livy,  i.  10.)  inter  tot  bella,  opima  foidier  who  had  flain  the  king  or  general  of 

parta  funt  fpolia,  adeo  rara  ejus  fortuna  de-  the  enemy,  the  honour  would  have  been  much 

coris.    It"  Varro  (apud  Pomp.  Fellum,  p.  306.  more  cheap  and  common. 

14  empire: 
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been  confined  to  the  works  of  regal  luxury,  if  national  hatred,  mi- 
litary licenfe,  and  religious  zeal,  had  not  waited  with  equal  rage  the 
habitations  and  the  temples  of  the  guiltlefs  fubject.  The  recovery 
of  three  hundred  Roman  ftandards,  and  the  deliverance  of  the  nu- 
merous captives  of  EdefTa  and  Alexandria,  reflect  a  purer  glory  on 
the  arms  of  Heraclius.  From  the  palace  of  Daftagerd,  he  purfued 
his  march  within  a  few  miles  of  Modain  or  Ctefiphon,  till  he  was 
flopped,  on  the  banks  of  the  Arba,  by  the  difficulty  of  the  pafTage, 
the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  perhaps  the  fame  of  an  impregnable 
capital.  The  return  of  the  emperor  is  marked  by  the  modern  name 
of  the  city  of  Sherhzour  ;  he  fortunately  pafled  mount  Zara,  before 
the  mow,  which  fell  inceffantly  thirty-four  days,  and  the  citizens 
of  Gandzaca,  or  Tauris,  were  compelled  to  entertain  his  foldiers  and 
their  horfes  -with  an  hofpitable  reception  IC+. 

When  the  ambition  of  Chofroes  was  reduced  to  the  defence  of  Flight  of 

i  •    '  i  11  r     i  i  Chofroes, 

his  hereditary  kingdom,  the  love  or  glory,  or  even  the  lenie  or  a.  D.  62.7, 
{hame,  mould  have  urged  him  to  meet  his  rival  in  the  field.  In  the  Dec' Z9' 
battle  of  Nineveh,  his  courage  might  have  taught  the  Perfians  to 
vanquifh,  or  he  might  have  fallen  with  honour  by  the  lance  of  a 
Roman  emperor.  The  fuccefibr  of  Cyrus  chofe  rathe^  at  a  fecure 
diftance,  to  expe£fc  the  event,  to  afTemble  the  relics  of  the  defeat, 
and  to  retire  by  meafured  fteps  before  the  march  of  Heraclius,  till 
he  beheld  with  a  figh  the  once  loved  manfions  of  Daftagerd.  Both 
his  friends  and  enemies  were  perfuaded,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
Chofroes  to  bury  himfelf  under  the  ruins  of  the  city  and  palace  :  and 
as  both  might  have  been  equally  adverfe  to  his  flight,  the  monarch 

104  In  defcribing  this  laft  expedition  of  He-    original  letters  of  the  emperor,  of  which  the 
raclius,  the  facts,  the  places,  and  the  dates  of    Pafchal  Chronicle  has  preferved  (p.  398— 
Theophanes  (p.  265 — 271.)  are  fo  accurate    402.)  a  very  curious  fpecimen. 
and  authentic,  that  he  muft  have  followed  the 

Of 
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of  Afia,  with  Sira,  and  three  concubines,  efcaped  through  an  hole  in 
the  wall  nine  days  before  the  arrival  of  the  Romans.  The  flow  and 
(lately  proceflion  in  which  he  fhewed  himfelf  to  the  proftrate  crowd, 
was  changed  to  a  rapid  and  fecret  journey  ;  and  the  firft  evening  he 
lodged  in  the  cottage  of  a  peafant,  whofe  humble  door  would  fcarcely 
give  admittance  to  the  great  king  ,os.  His  fuperftition  was  fubdued 
by  fear :  on  the  third  day,  he  entered  with  joy  the  fortifications  of 
Ctefiphon  ;  yet  he  ftill  doubted  of  his  fafety  till  he  had  oppofed  the 
river  Tigris  to  the  purfuit  of  the  Romans.  The  difcovery  of  his 
flight  agitated  with  terror  and  tumult  the  palace,  the  city,  and  the 
camp  of  Daftagerd  :  the  fatraps  hefitated  whether  they  had  mod  to 
fear  from  their  fovereign  or  the  enemy ;  and  the  females  of  the 
haram  were  aftonifhed  and  pleafed  by  the  fight  of  mankind,  till 
the  jealous  hufband  of  three  thoufand  wives  again  confined  them  to 
a  more  diftant  caftle.  At  his  command,  the  army  of  Daftagerd  re- 
treated to  a  new  camp  :  the  front  was  covered  by  the  Arba,  and  a 
line  of  two  hundred  elephants  5  the  troops  of  the  more  diftant  pro- 
vinces fuccefiively  arrived,  and  the  vileft  domeftics  of  the  king  and 
fatraps  were  enrolled  for  the  laft  defence  of  the  throne.  It  was  ftill 
in  the  power  of  Chofroes  to  obtain  a  reafonable  peace ;  and  he  was 
repeatedly  prefled  by  the  meffengers  of  Heraclius,  to  fpare  the  blood 
of  his  fubje&s,  and  to  relieve  an  humane  conqueror  from  the  painful 
duty  of  carrying  fire  and  fvvord  through  the  faireft  countries  of 
Afia.  But  the  pride  of  the  Perfian  had  not  yet  funk  to  the  level 
of  his  fortune  ;  he  derived  a  momentary  confidence  from  the  retreat 
ef  the  emperor ;  he  wept  with  impotent  rage  over  the  ruins  of  his 
Afiyrian  palaces,  and  disregarded  too  long  the  rifing  murmurs  of 

*°5  The  words  of  Theophanes  are  remark-  who  difcover  a  propenfity  to  war  mould  re- 
able  :  6w?*6e  Xoc-fo?)?  £i;  oixov  yiopyn  yw$a.yuvH   peatedly  tranfcribe  and  tranllate  fuch  falu- 

,M,Eii>ai,  a  xuf'fitlS  tv  r?  Tara  Ovfct)  aw  iSm  ta^arov    tary  texts, 
'Hjakteios  tfopan  (p.  265.).    Young  princes 
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the  nation,  who  complained  that  their  lives  and  fortunes  were  fa-  CHAP, 

.    r  XLVI. 
crificed  to  the  obftinacy  of  an  old  man.    That  unhappy  old  man   «  ~j 

was  himfelf  tortured  with  the  fharpeft  pains  both  of  mind  and  body; 
and,  in  the  confeioufnefs  of  his  approaching  end,  he  refolved  to  fix 
the  tiara  on  the  head  of  Merdaza,  the  moft  favoured  of  his  fons. 
But  the  will  of  Chofroes  was  no  longer  revered,  and  Siroes,  who 
gloried  in  the  rank  and  merit  of  his  mother  Sira,  had  confpired  with 
the  malecontents  to  alTert  and  anticipate  the  rights  of  primogeni- 
ture ,06.  Twenty-two  fatraps,  they  ftyled  themfelves  patriots,  were 
tempted  by  the  wealth  and  honours  of  a  new  reign  :  to  the  foldiers, 
the  heir  of  Chofroes  promifed  an  encreafe  of  pay ;  to  the  Chriftians 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion;  to  the  captives,  liberty  and  re- 
wards ;  and  to  the  nation,  inftant  peace  and  the  reduction  of  taxes. 
It  was  determined  by  the  eonfpirators,.  that  Siroes,  with  the  enfigns 
of  royalty,  fhould  appear  in  the  camp ;  and  if  the  enterprife  mould 
fail,  his  efcape  was  contrived  to  the  Imperial  court.  But  the  new 
monarch  was  faluted  with  unanimous  acclamations  ;  the  flight  of  He  « 

pofed, 

Chofroes  (yet  where  could  he  have  fled  ?)  was  rudely  arretted,  A.  D.  628, 
eighteen  fons  were  maffacred  before  his  face,  and  he  was  thrown  6  rU3ry  2^ 
into  a  dungeon,  where  he  expired  on  the  fifth  day.  The  Greeks 
and  modern  Perfians  minutely  defcribe  how  Chofroes  was  infulted, 
and  famifhed,  and  tortured,  by  the  command  of  an  inhuman  fon,  who 
fo  far  furpaffed  the  example  of  his  father  :  but  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  what  tongue  would  relate  the  ftory  of  the  parricide  ?  what 
eye  could  penetrate  into  the  tower  of  darknefs  P  According  to  the 
faith  and  mercy  of  his  Chriftian  enemies,  he  funk  without  hope  into 
a  ftill  deeper  abyfs  107 ;  and  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  tyrants  of 

every 

106  The  authentic  narrative  of  the  fall  of  107  On  the  firfl:  rumour  of  the  death  of 
Chofroes  is  contained  in  the  letter  of  Hera-  Chofroes,  an  Heracliad  in  two  cantos  was  in- 
clius  (Chron.  Pafchal.  p.  398.)  and  the  hi f-  ftantly  publifhed  at  Conftandnople  by  George 
tory  of  Theophanes  (p.  271.).  of  Pifidia  (p.  97 — 105.).    A  prieft  and  a  pcet 

might 
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C     ^  p>  every  age  and  fed;  are  the  beft  entitled  to  fuch  infernal  abodes.  The 

'  — *  glory  of  the  houfe  of  Saffan  ended  with  the  life  of  Chofroes :  his 

ed^jThhfon  unnatural  fon  enjoyed  only  eight  months  the  fruit  of  his  crimes ; 
February  28  anc^  *n  *Pace  °^  ^our  years>  tne  regal  title  was  affumed  by  nine 
candidates,  who  difputed,  with  the  fword  or  dagger,  the  fragments 
of  an  exhaufted  monarchy.  Every  province,  and  each  city  of  Pcrfia, 
was  the  fcene  of  independence,  of  difcord,  and  of  blood,  and  the 
ftate  of  anarchy  prevailed  about  eight  years  longer,  till  the  factions 
were  filenced  and  united  under  the  common  yoke  of  the  Arabian 
caliphs I08. 

Treaty  of         As  foon  as  the  mountains  became  paffable,  the  emperor  received 
tween  the      the  welcome  news  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  confpiracy,  the  death  of 
A.V.Tz's!8'  Chofroes,  and  the  elevation  of  his  eldeft  fon  to  the  throne  of  Perfia. 
March,  &c.    n^hQ  authors  of  the  revolution,  eager  to  difplay  their  merits  in  the 
court  or  camp  of  Tauris,  preceded  the  ambafTadors  of  Siroes,  who 
delivered  the  letters  of  their  matter  to  his  brother  the  emperor  of 
the  Romans  '°9.    In  the  language  of  the  ufurpers  of  every  age,  he 
imputes  his  own  crimes  to  the  Deity,  and,  without  degrading  his 
equal  majefty,  he  offers  to  reconcile  the  long  difcord  of  the  two  na- 
tions, by  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance  more  durable  than  brafs  or 
iron.    The  conditions  of  the  treaty  were  eafily  defined  and  faith- 
fully executed.   In  the  recovery  of  the  ftandards  and  prifoners  which 
had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Perfians,  the  emperor  imitated  the 

might  very  properly  exult  in  the  damnation  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  251  —  256.), 

of  the  public  enemy  {initio m  a  T*pr«p«,  v*  56.) :  who  diflembles  the  parricide  of  Siroes,  d'Her- 

but  fuch  mean  revenge  is  unworthy  of  a  king  belot  (Bibliotheque  Orientale,  p.  789.),  and 

and  a  conqueror;  and  I  am  fony  to  find  fo  Affemanni  (Bibliothec.  Oriental,  torn.  iii. 

much  black  fuperftitijn  {(kw&gtx;  Xoc-poa?  imct  p.  415 — 420.). 

km  vma\ut  tic-S-/!  £i?  ra  xa.-rayj$'m<z  .  .  .  £t;  to  wuji       11-9  The  letter  of  Siroes  in  the  Pafchal 

uzxraciSir^,  &c.)  in  the  letter  of  Keraclius :  Chronicle  (p.  402.)  unfortunately  ends  be- 

he  a'moft  applauds  the  parricide  of  Siroes  as  fore  he  proceeds  to  bufinefs.   The  treaty  ap« 

an  aft  of  piety  and  juftice.  pears  in  its  execution  in  the  hiftories  of  Theo- 

,GS  The  beft  Oriental  accounts  of  this  laft  phanes  and  Nicephorus. 
period  of  the  SarTanian  kings  are  found  in 

example 
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example  of  Auguftus,  their  care  of  the  national  dignity  was  cele-  c      ^  r. 

brated  by  the  poets  of  the  times,  but  the  decay  of  genius  may  be  »  M  » 

meafured  by  the  diftance  between  Horace  and  George  of  Pifidia  : 
the  fubjects  and  brethren  of  Heraclius  were  redeemed  from  perie- 
cution,  ilavery,  and  exile  ;  but,  inftead  of  the  Roman  eagles,  the 
true  wood  of  the  holy  crofs  was  reftored  to  the  importunate  demands 
of  the  fucceflbr  of  Conftantine.  The  victor  was  not  ambitious  of 
enlarging  the  weaknefs  of  the  empire  ;  the  fon  of  Chofroes  aban- 
doned without  regret  the  conquefts  of  his  father  ;  the  Perfians  who 
evacuated  the  cities  of  Syria  and  Egypt  were  honourably  conducted 
to  the  frontier,  and  a  war  which  had  wounded  the  vitals  of  the 
two  monarchies,  produced  no  change  in  their  external  and  relative 
fituation.  The  return  of  Heraclius  from  Tauris  to  Conftantinople, 
was  a  perpetual  triumph ;  and  after  the  exploits  of  fix  glorious 
campaigns,  he  peaceably  enjoyed  the  fabbath  of  his  toils.  After  a 
long  impatience,  the  fenate,  the  clergy,  and  the  people,  went  forth 
to  meet  their  hero,  with  tears  and  acclamations,  with  olive  branches 
and  innumerable  lamps:  he  entered  the  capital  in  a  chariot  drawn 
by  four  elephants;  and  as  foon  as  the  emperor  could  difengage  him- 
felf  from  the  tumult  of  public  joy,  he  tailed  more  genuine  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  embraces  of  his  mother  and  his  fon  ,10» 

The  fucceeding  year  was  illuftrated  by  a  triumph  of  a  very  differ- 
ent kind,  the  reftitution  of  the  true  crofs  to  the  holy  fepulchre- 
Heraclius  performed  in  perfon  the  pilgrimage  of  Jerufalem,  the  iden- 
tity of  the  relick  was  verified  by  the  difcreet  patriarch and  this 

113  The  burthen  of  Corneille's  fong,  is  ufed,  fomewhat  profanely,  by  thefe  Byzan- 

"  Montrez  Heraclius  au  peuple  qui  l'mend,"  tine  Chriftians. 

is  much  better  fuiced  to  the  prefent  occafion.       111  See  Baronius  (Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D. 

See  his  triumph  in  Theophanes  (p.  272,  273.)  628,  N°  1 — 4.),  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  ii» 

and  Nicephorus  (p.  15,  16. )•    The  life  of  p.  240 — 248.),  Nicephorus  (Brcv.  p.  15.). 

the  mother  and  tendernefs  of  the  fon  are  at-  The  feals  of  the  cafe  had  never  been  broken  ; 

tefted  by -George  of  Pifidia  (Bell.  Abar.  255,  and  this  prefervation  of  the  crofs  is  afcribed 

&c.  p.  49.).  The  metaphor  of  the  Sabbath  (under  God)  to  the  devotion  of  queen  Sira. 

Vol.  IV.  3  Y  auguft 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


C  P.  auguft  ceremony  has  been  commemorated  by  the  annual  feftival  of 
l  ->  the  exaltation  of  the  crofs.  Before  the  emperor  pfefumed  to  tread 
the  confecrated  ground,  he  was  inftructed  to  ftrip  himfelf  of  the 
diadem  and  purple,  the  pomp  and  vanity  of  the  world :  but  in  the 
judgment  of  his  clergy,  the  perfecution  of  the  Jews  was  more  eafily 
reconciled  with  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel.  He  again  afcended  his 
throne  to  receive  the  congratulations  of  the  ambafiadors  of  France 
and  India  :  and  the  fame  of  Mofes,  Alexander,  and  Hercules 
was  eclipfed,  in  the  popular  eftimation,  by  the  fuperior  merit  and 
glory  of  the  great  Heraclius.  Yet  the  deliverer  of  the  Eaft  was  in- 
digent and  feeble.  Of  the  Perfian  fpoils,  the  moft  valuable  portion 
had  been  expended  in  the  war,  diftributed  to  the  foldiers,  or  buried, 
by  an  unlucky  temper!,  in  the  waves  of  the  Euxine.  The  con- 
fcience  of  the  emperor  was  oppreffed  by  the  obligation  of  reftoring 
the  wealth  of  the  clergy,  which  he  had  borrowed  for  their  own  de- 
fence :  a  perpetual  fund  was  required  to  fatisfy  thefe  inexorable  cre- 
ditors ;  the  provinces,  already  wafted  by  the  arms  and  avarice  of  the 
Perfians,  were  compelled  to  a  fecond  payment  of  the  fame  taxes ; 
and  the  arrears  of  a  fimple  citizen,  the  treafurer  of  Darnafcus,  were 
commuted  to  a  fine  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  gold.  The 
lofs  of  two  hundred  thoufand  foldiers who  had  fallen  by  the 
fword,  was  of  lefs  fatal  importance  than  the  decay  of  arts,  agricul- 
ture, and  population,  in  this  long  and  deftructive  war:  and  although 
a  v/iclorious  army  had  been  formed  under  the  ftandard  of  Heraclius, 
the  unnatural  effort  appears  to  have  exhaufted  rather  than  ex- 
ercifed  their  ftrength.    While  the  emperor  triumphed  at  Conftanti- 

1,1  George  of  Pifidia,  Acroaf.  iii.  de  Ex-  "3  Suidas  (In  Excerpt.  Hid.  Byzant.  p.  46.) 

pedit.  contra  Perfas,  415, "&c.  and  Heracieid.  gives  this  number;    but  either  the  Perjiau 

Acroaf.  i.  615  — 138.  I  negkdl  the  meaner  pa-  mufr.  be  read  for  the  Ifaurian,  war,  or  this 

rallels  of  Daniel,  Timotheus,  &c.    Chofroes  paflage  doe«  not  belong  to  the  emperor  He- 

and  the  chagan  were  of  courfe  compared  to  radius. 
Bellhuzzar,  Pharaoh,  the  old  ferpent,  &c. 

nople 
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nople  or  Jerufalem,  an  cbfcure  town  on  the  confines  of  Syria  was  c  p* 

pillaged  by  the  Saracens,  and  they  cut  in  pieces  fome  troops  who   *     . -  _f 

advanced  to  its  relief:  an  ordinary  and  trifling  occurrence,  had  it 

not  been  the  prelude  of  a  mighty  revolution.    Thefe  robbers  were 

the  apoftles  of  Mahomet ;  their  fanatic  valour  had  emerged  from 

the  defert ;  and  in  the  laft  eight  years  of  his  reign,  Heraclius  loft  to 

the  Arabs,  the  fame  provinces  which  he  had  refcued  from  the  Per- 

fians. 
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CHAP.  XLVII. 

Theological  Hifiory  of  the  DoSlrine  of  the  Incarnation. — 
The  Human  and  Divine  Nature  of  Chrijl. — Enmity 
of  the  Patriarchs  of  Alexandria  and  Conjlantinople. 
— St.  Cyril  and  Neflorius. — Third  General  Council 
of  Ephefus. — Herejy  of  Eutyches. — Fourth  General 
Council  of  Chalcedon. — Civil  and  Ecclefajlical  Difcord. 
— Intolerance  of  yuflinian. — The  Three  Chapters. — 
The  Monothelite  Controverjy. — State  of  the  Oriental 
SeSls: — I.  The  Neftorians. — II.  The  Jacobites. — 
III.  The  Maronites. — IV.  The  Armenians. — V.  The 
Copts  and  Abyjfinians. 

CHAP.  A  FTER  the  extinction  of  paganifm,  the  Chriftians  in  peace 
XJL  and  piety  might  have  enjoyed  their  folitary  triumph.  But 
the  principle  of  difcord  was  alive  in  their  bofom,  and  they  were 
Chrift.  more  folicitous  to  explore  the  nature,  than  to  praclife  the  laws,  of 
their  founder.  I  have  already  obferved,  that  the  difputes  of  the 
Trinity  were  fucceeded  by  thofe  of  the  Incarnation  ;  alike 
fcandalous  to  the  church,  alike  pernicious  to  the  ftate,  ftill  more 
minute  in  their  origin,  ftill  more  durable  in  their  effects.  It  is  my 
defign  to  comprife  in  the  prefent  chapter,  a  religious  war  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  years,  to  reprefent  the  ecclefiaftical  and  political 
fchifm  of  the  Oriental  feds,  arid  to  introduce  their  clamorous  or  fan- 

guinary 
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guinary  contefts,  by  a  modeft  enquiry  into  the  doctrines  of  the  pri- 
mitive church 

I.  A  laudable  regard  for  the  honour  of  the  firft  profelytes,  has 
countenanced  the  belief,  the  hope,  the  wifh,  that  the  Ebionites,  or 
at  leaft  the  Nazarenes,  were  diftinguifhed  only  by  their  obftinate 
perfeverance  in  the  pradtice  of  the  Mofaic  rites.  Their  churches 
have  difappeared,  their  books  are  obliterated ;  their  obfeure  freedom 


C  H  A  P. 

XLVII. 
'  „  ' 

I.  A  pure 
man  to  the 
Ebioni'.cs. 


*  By  what  means  (hall  I  authenticate  this 
previous  enquiry,  which  I  have  ftudied  to  cir- 
cumfcribe  and  comprefs  ? — If  I  perfift  in  Alp- 
porting  each  fact  or  reflection  by  i;s  proper 
and  fpecial  evidence,  eiery  line  would  de- 
mand a  firing  of  teftimonies,  and  every  note 
would  fwell  to  a  critical  diflertation.  But 
the  numberlefs  paflages  of  antiquity  which  I 
have  feen  with  my  own  eyes,  are  compiled, 
digefted,  and  illuftrated,  by  Petavius  and 
Le  Clerc,  by  Beaufobre  and  Mojheim.  I  fhall 
be  content  to  fortify  my  narrative  by  the 
names  and  characters  of  .thefe  refpectable 
guides ;  and  in  the  contemplation  of  a  mi- 
nute or  remote  object,  I  am  not  afhamed  to 
borrow  the  aid  of  the  ftrongeft  glafTes  : 
I.  The  Dogmata  Theohgica  of  Petavius,  are 
a  work  of  incredible  labour  and  compafs; 
the  volumes  which  relate  folely  to  the  incar- 
nation (two  folios,  \th  and  Vith,  of  837  pages), 
are  divided  into  xvi  books — the  firft  of  hifto- 
ry,  the  remainder  of  controverfy  and  doc- 
trine. The  Jefuit's  learning  is  copious  and 
correct ;  his  latinity  is  pure,  his  method  clear, 
his  argument  profound  and  well  connected  : 
but  he  is  the  Have  of  the  fathers,  the  fcourge 
of  heretics,  and  the  enemy  of  truth  and  can- 
dour, as  often  as  they  are  inimical  to  the  Ca- 
tholic caufe.  2.  The  Arminian  Le  Clerc, 
who  has  compofed  in  a  quarto  volume  (Ara- 
flerdam,  1716)  the  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  the 
two  firft  centuries,  was  free  both  in  his  tem- 
per and  fituation  ;  his  fenfe  is  clear,  but  his 
thoughts  are  narrow  ;  he  reduces  the  reafon 
or  folly  of  ages  to  the  ftandard  of  his  private 
2 


judgment,  and  his  impartiality  is  fometimes 
quickened,  and  fometimes  tainted,  by  his  op- 
pofition  to  the  fathers.  See  the  heretics 
(Cerinthians,  lxxx.  Ebionites,  ciii.  Carpo- 
cratians,  cxx.  Valentinians,  exxi.  Bafilidi- 
ans,  exxiii.  Marcionites,  cxli,  Sec.)  under 
their  proper  dates.  3.  The  Hiltoire  Critique 
du  Manicheifme  (Amfterdam,  1734,  J739» 
in  two  vols,  in  4t0,  with  a  pofthumous  dif- 
fertation  fur  les  Nazarenes,  Laufanne,  1745) 
of  M.  de  B  eaufobre,  is  a  treafure  of  ancient 
philofophy  and  theology.  The  learned  hif- 
torian  fpins  with  incomparable  art  the  fyf- 
tematic  thread  of  opinion,  and  transforms 
himfelf  by  turns  into  the  perfon  of  a  faint, 
a  fage,  or  an  heretic.  Yet  his  refinement  is 
fometimes  exceflive :  he  betrays  an  amiable 
partiality  in  favour  of  the  weaker  fide,  and, 
while  he  guards  againft  calumny,  he  does  not 
allow  fufiicient  feepe  for  fupeillirion  and  fa- 
naticifm.  A  copious  table  of  contents  will 
direct  the  reader  to  any  point  that  he  wifhes 
to  examine.  4.  Lefs  profound  than  Petavius, 
lefs  independent  than  Le  Clerc,  lefs  ingenious 
than  Beaufobre,  the  hiftorian  Mofhrim  is  full, 
rational,  correct,  and  moderate.  In  his  learn- 
ed work,  De  Rebus  Chriftianis  ante  Conftan- 
tinurri  (Helmftadt,  1753,  in  4t0),  fee  the  JV«- 

zarenes  and  Ebionites,  p.  172 — 179.  328  

332.  The  Gnoftics  in  general,  p.  179,  Sec. 
Cerinthus,  p.  196 — 202.  BafiJides,  p.  352 
—361.  Carpocrates,  p.  563— 367.  Valen- 
tinus,  p.  371  —  389.  Marcicn,  p.  404—410. 
The  Manichxans,  p.  829—837,  Sec. 

might 
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CHAP,  might  allow  a  latitude  of  faith,  and  the  foftnefs  of  their  infant  creed 
«l.  -w—  _f  would  be  varioufly  moulded  by  the  zeal  or  prudence  of  three  hun- 
dred years.    Yet  the  mod  charitable  criticifm  muft  refufe  thefe 
fectaries  any  knowledge  of  the  pure  and  proper  divinity  of  Chrift. 
Educated  in  the  fchool  of  Jewifh  prophecy  and  prejudice,  they  had 
never  been  taught  to  elevate  their  hopes  above  an  human  and  tem- 
poral Meffiah2.    If  they  had  courage  to  hail  their  king  when  he 
appeared  in  a  plebeian  garb,  their  groffer  apprehenfions  were  in- 
capable of  difcerning  their  God,  who  had  ftudioufly  difguifed  his 
cseleftial  character  under  the  name  and  perfon  of  a  mortal  \  The 
familiar  companions  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth  converfed  with  their  friend 
and  countryman,  who,  in  all  the  actions  of  rational  and  animal  life,, 
appeared  of  the  lame  fpecies  with  themfelves.    His  progrefs  from 
infancy  to  youth  and  manhood,  was  marked  by  a  regular  increafe  in 
ftature  and  wifdom  -r  and  after  a  painful  agony  of  mind  and  body, 
he  expired  on  the  crofs.    He  lived  and  died  for  the  fervice  of  man- 
kind :  but  the  life  and  death  of  Socrates  had  likewife  been  devoted 
to  the  caufe  of  religion  and  juflice ;  and  although  the  ftoic  or  the 
hero  may  diftlain  the  humble  virtues  of  Jefus,  the  tears  which  he 
fried  over  his  friend  and  country,  may  be  efteemed  the  pureft  evi- 
dence of  his  humanity.     The  miracles  of  the  gofpel  could  not 
aftonifh  a  people  who  held,  with  intrepid  faith,  the  more  fplendid 
prodigies  of  the  Mofaic  law.    The  prophets  of  ancient  days  had 
cured  difeafes,  raifed  the  dead,  divided  the  fea,  flopped  the  fun,  and 
afcended  to  heaven  in  a  fiery  chariot.    And  the  metaphorical  ftyle  of 

*  Kai  yap  7ra:T£?  *i<*£i?  toj  $fyrb>  e>9;awro  f*  3  Chry  folio  m  (Bafnage,  Hill,  des  Juifs, 

a^fwrrm  irpg<r<hity\u#  yirwio'^y.  ,  fays  the  jew  torn.  v.  c.  9.  p.  183.)  and  Athanafius  (Petav. 

Tryphcn  (Juftn. Dialog,  p.  zcj.), in  rise  name  Dogmat.  Theolog.  torn.  v.  1.  i.  c.  2.  p.  3.) 

of  his  countrymen  ;  and  ifte  rnod"r»  Jews,  the  are  obliged  to  confefs  that  the  divinity  of 

few  who  divert  their  thoughts  from  money  to  Chrift  is  rarely  mentioned  by  himfeif  or  his 

religion,  ftill  hold  the  lame  language,  und  apoltles. 
allege  the  literal  fcnfe  of  the  prophets. 

the 
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the  Hebrews  might  afcribe  to  a  faint  and  martyr,  the  adoptive  title  c  H  rA  p- 
of  Son  of  God.  <  ,  » 

Yet  in  the  infufficient  creed  of  the  Nazarenes  and  the  Ebioriites,  His  birth  and 

.  -  elevaaon. 

a  diftinction  is  faintly  noticed  between  the  heretics,  who  confounded 
the  generation  of  Chrift  in  the  common  order  of  nature,  and  the 
lefs  guilty  fchifmatics,  who  revered  the  virginity  of  his  mother,  and 
excluded  the  aid  of  an  earthly  father.  The  incredulity  of  the 
former  was  countenanced  by  the  vilible  circumftances  of  his  birth, 
the  legal  marriage  of  his  reputed  parents,  Jofeph  and  Mary,  and  his 
lineal  claim  to  the  kingdom  of  David  and  the  inheritance  of  Judah. 
But  the  fecret  and  authentic  hiftory  has  been  recorded  in  feveral 
copies  of  the  gofpel  according  to  St.  Matthew*,  which  thefe  fectaries 
long  preferved  in  the  original  Hebrew  5  as  the  fole  evidence  of  their 
faith.  The  natural  fufpicions  of  the'hufband,  confcious  of  his  own 
chaftity,  were  difpelled  by  the  aflurance  (in  a  dream)  that  his  wife 
was  pregnant  of  the  Holy  Ghoft :  and  as  this  diftant  and  domeftic 
prodigy  could  not  fall  under  the  perfonal  obfervation  of  the  hiftorian, 
he  muft  have  liftened  to  the  fame  voice  which  dictated  to  Ifaiah  the 
future  conception  of  a  virgin.  The  fon  of  a  virgin,  generated  by 
the  ineffable  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  was  a  creature  without 
example  or  refemblance,  fuperior  in  every  attribute  of  mind  and  body 
to  the  children  of  Adam.    Since  the  introduction  of  the  Greek  or 

*  The  two  £rft  chapters  of  St.  Matthew  did  the  proteftant  critics.    But  this  Hebrew  go- 

not  exift  in  the  Ebionite  copies  (Epiphan.  fpel  of  St.  Matthew  is  moil  unaccountably 

Hxref.  xxx.  13.)  ;  and  the  miraculous  con-  loft  ;  and  we  may  accufe  the  diligence  or  fi- 

ception  is  one  of  the  laft  articles  which  Dr.  delity  of  the  primitive  churches,  who  have 

Prieftly  has  curtailed  from  his  fcanty  creed.  preferred  the  unauthorifed  verfion  of  fome 

5  It  is  probable  enough  that  the  firft  of  the  namelefs  Greek.    Erafmus  and  his  followers, 

gofpels  for  the  ufe  of  the  Jewifh  converts,  was  who  refpedl  our  Greek  text  as  the  original 

compofed  in  the  Hebrew  or  Syriac  idiom :  the  gofpel,  deprive  themfelves  of  the  evidence 

fact  is  attefted  by  a  chain  of  fathers  —  Papias,  which  declares  it  to  be  the  work  of  an  apoltle. 

Irenjeus,  Origen,  Jerom,  ice.    It  is  devoutly  See  Simon,  Hift.  Critique,  &c.  torn.  iii.  c.  5 

believed  by  the  Catholics,  and  admitted  by  — 9.  p.  47—101.  and  the  Prolegomena  of 

Cafaubon,  Grotius,  and  Ifaac  Voffius,  among  Mill  and  Wetftein  to  the  New  Teftament. 

7  Chaldean 


536  THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 

C  x^vn  P*  Chaldean  philosophy  *,  the  Jews 7  were  perfuaded  of  the  pre- 
v  _?  exiftence,  tranfmigration,  and  immortality  of  fouls;  and  Providence 
was  juftified  by  a  fuppofition,  that  they  were  confined  in  their 
earthly  prifons  to  expiate  the  ftains  which  they  had  contracted  in  a 
former  ftate8.  But  the  degrees  of  purity  and  corruption  are  almoft 
immeafurable.  It  might  be  fairly  prefumed,  that  the  moll  fublime 
and  virtuous  of  human  fpirits  was  infufed  into  the  offspring  of  Mary 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft9;  that  his  abafement  was  the  refult  of  his 
voluntary  choice ;  and  that  the  object  of  his  miffion  was,  to  purify 
not  his  own,  but  the  fins  of  the  world.  On  his  return  to  his  native 
Ikies,  he  received  the  immenfe  reward  of  his  obedience ;  the  ever- 
lafting  kingdom  of  the  Meffiah,  which  had  been  darkly  foretold  by  the 
prophets,  under  the  carnal  images  of  peace,  of  conqueft,  and  of  do- 
minion. Omnipotence  could  enlarge  the  human  faculties  of  Chriffc 
to  the  extent  of  his  cseleftial  office.  In  the  language  of  antiquity^ 
the  title  of  God  has  not  been  feverely  confined  to  the  firft  parent, 
and  his  incomparable  minifter,  his  only  begotten  Son,  might  claim, 
without  prefumption,  the  religious,  though  fecondary,  worlhip  of  a 
fubject  world. 

6  The  metaphyfics  of  the  foul  are  difen-  iflence,  before  their  union  with  the  body.. 
gaged  by  Cicero  (Tufculan.  I.  i.)  and  Maxi-  3.  That  they  have  been  propagated  from  the 
mus  of  Tyre  (DifTertat.  xvi.)  from  the  intri-  original  flock  of  Adam,  who  contained  in 
cacies  of  dialogue,  which  fometimes  amufe,  himfelf  the  mental  as  well  as  the  corporeal, 
and  often  perplex,  the  readers  of  the  Pha-  feed  of  his  pofterity.  4.  That  each  foul  is 
drus,  the  Phadon,  and  the  Laivs  of  Plato.       occafionally  created  and  embodied  in  ihe 

7  The  difciples  of  Jefus  were  perfuaded  moment  of  conception. — The  laft  of  thefe 
that  a  man  might  have  finned  before  he  was  fentiments  appears  to  have  prevailed  among 
born  (John,  ix.  2.),  and  the  Pharifees  held  the  moderns  ;  and  our  fpiritual  hiftory  is 
the  tranfmigration  of  virtuous  fouls  (Jofeph.  grown  lefs  fublime,  without  becoming  more- 
de  Bell.  Judaico,  1.  ii.  c.  7.) ;  and  a  modern  intelligible. 

Rabbi  is  modeflly  affured  that  Hermes,  Py-  9  'On  ij  re  Esrrijpoj  ^vxr>  v  ra  ASxp  »■ — was 
thagoras,  Plato,  &c.  derived  their  metaphy-  one  of  the  fifteen  herefies  imputed  to  Origen 
Acs  from  his  illuftrious  countrymen.  and  denied  by  his  apologift  (Photius,  Bibli- 

8  Four  different  opinions  have  been  enter-  othec.  cod.  cxvii.  p.  296.).  Some  of  the 
tained  concerning  the  origin  of  human  fouls.  Rabbis  attribute  one  and  the  fame  foul  to 
t.  That  they  are  eternal  and  divine.  2.  That  the  perfons  of  Adam,  David,  and  the  Mef- 
they  were  created,  in  a  feparate  ftate  of  ex-  fiah. 

II.  The 
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II.  The  feeds  of  the  faith,  which  had  flowly  arifen  in  the  rocky  CHAP. 
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and  ungrateful  foil  of  Judea,  were  tranfplanted,  in  full  maturity,  to  »- 
the  happier  climes  of  the  Gentiles ;  and  the  ftrangers  of  Rome  or  GodAtoPthe 
Alia,  who  never  beheld  the  manhood,  were  the  more  readily  dif-  Docete3, 
pofed  to  embrace  the  divinity,  of  Chrift.  The  polytheift  and  the 
philofopher,  the  Greek  and  the  Barbarian,  were  alike  accuftomed 
to  conceive  a  long  fucceflion,  an  infinite  chain  of  angels  or  demons, 
or  deities,  or  jeons,  or  emanations,  iffuing  from  the  throne  of  light. 
Nor  could  it  feem  ftrange  or  incredible,  that  the  firft  of  thefe  seems, 
the  Logos,  or  word  of  God,  of  the  fame  fubftance  with  the  Father, 
mould  defcend  upon  earth,  to  deliver  the  human  race  from  vice  and 
error,  and  to  conduct  them  in  the  paths  of  life  and  immortality. 
But  the  prevailing  doctrine  of  the  eternity  and  inherent  pravity  of 
matter,  infected  the  primitive  churches  of  the  Eaft.  Many  among 
the  Gentile  profelytes,  refufed  to  believe  that  a  cseleftial  fpirit,  an 
undivided  portion  of  the  firft  effence,  had  been  perfonally  united 
with  a  mafs  of  impure  and  contaminated  flefh :  and,  in  their  zeal 
for  the  divinity,  they  pioufly  abjured  the  humanity,  of  Chrift. 
While  his  blood  was  ftill  recent  on  mount  Calvary ,0,  the  Docetes,  a 
numerous  and  learned  feet  of  Afiatics,  invented  the  pba?itajlic  fyftem, 
which  was  afterwards  propagated  by  the  Marcionites,  the  Mani- 
chseans,  and  the  various  names  of  the  Gnoftic  herefy  M.  They  de- 
nied the  truth  and  authenticity  of  the  gofpels,  as  far  as  they  relate 
the  conception  of  Mary,  the  birth  of  Chrift,  and  the  thirty  years 


10 


Apoftolis  adhuc  in  feculo  fuperftitibus,  "  About  the  year  200  of  the  Chriftian  rera, 

apud  Judaeam  Chrilli  fanguine  recente,  Phan-  Jrenaeus  and  Hippolytus  refuted  the  thirty- 

tasma  domini  corpus  afTerebatur.    Hiero-  two  fe£ts,  rr;  ^reaSumpto  yuxft^,  which  had 

nym.  adverf.  Lucifer,  c.  8.    The  epiltle  of  multiplied  to  fourfcore  in  the  time  of  Epi- 

Ignatius  to  the  Smynaeans,  and  even  the  go-  phanius (Phot.  Biblioth. cod.  exx,  cxxi.cxxii. ). 

fpel  according  to  St.  John,  are  levelled  againft  The  five  books  of  Irenseus  exill  only  in  bar- 

the  growing  error  of  the  Docetes,  who  had  barous  Latin  ;  but  the  original  might  pcr- 

cbtained  too  much  credit  in  the  world  ( 1  John,  haps  be  found  in  fome  monaftery  of  Greece, 
iv.  1  —  5.). 

Vol.  IV.                         5  Z  that 
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c  ^  ^  p-  that  preceded  the  exercife  of  his  miniftry.    He  firft  appeared  on  the 
v— — v — ***  banks  of  the  Jordan  in  the  form  of  perfect  manhood ;  but  it  was  a 
form  only,  and  not  a  fubftance ;  an  human  figure  created  by  the 
hand  of  Omnipotence  to  imitate  the  faculties  and  actions  of  a  man, 
and  to  impofe  a  perpetual  illufion  on  the  fenfes  of  his  friends  and 
enemies.    Articulate  founds  vibrated  on  the  ears  of  the  difciples ; 
but  the  image  which  was  imprefled  on  their  optic  nerve,  eluded  the 
more  ftubborn  evidence  of  the  touch;  and  they  enjoyed  the  fpiritual, 
not  the  corporeal,  prefence  of  the  Son  of  God.    The  rage  of  the 
Jews  was  idly  wafted  againft  an  impaffive  phantom ;  and  the  myftic 
fcenes  of  the  paffion  and  death,  the  refurrection  and  afcenfion  of 
Chrift,  were  reprefented  on  the  theatre  of  Jerufalem  for  the  benefit 
of  mankind.    If  it  were  urged,  that  fuch  ideal  mimicry,  fuch  in- 
ceffant  deception,  was  unworthy  of  the  God  of  truth,  the  Docetes 
agreed  with  too  many  of  their  orthodox  brethren  in  the  juftification 
of  pious  falfehood.    In  the  fyftem  of  the  Gnoftics,  the  Jehovah  of 
Ifrael,  the  creator  of  this  lower  world,  was  a  rebellious,  or  at  leaft 
an  ignorant  fpirit.    The  Son  of  God  defcended  upon  earth  to  abolifti 
his  temple  and  his  law ;  and,  for  the  accomplifhment  of  this  falutary 
end,  he  dexteroufly  transferred  to  his  own  perfon  the  hope  and 
prediction  of  a  temporal  Meffiah. 
His  incor-         One  of  the  raoft  fubtle  difputants  of  the  Manichaean  fchool,  has 
bodyble       preffed  the  danger  and  indecency  of  fuppofing,  that  the  God  of  the 
Chriftians,  in  the  ftate  of  an  human  foetus,  emerged  at  the  end  of 
nine  months  from  a  female  womb.    The  pious  horror  of  his  anta- 
gonifts  provoked  them  to  difclaim  all  fenfual  circumftances  of  con- 
ception and  delivery;  to  maintain,  that  the  divinity  pafled  through 
Mary  like  a  fun-beam  through  a  plate  of  glafs  ;  and  to  aflert,  that 
the  feal  of  her  virginity  remained  unbroken  even  at  the  moment 
when  me  became  the  mother  of  Chrift.    But  the  raftmefs  of  thefe 
conceflions  has  encouraged  a  milder  fentiment  of  thofe  Docetes, 

who 
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who  taught,  not  that  Chrift  was  a  phantom,  but  that  he  was  clothed  chap. 

.                          .               .  XLVII. 
with  an  impaffible  and  incorruptible  body.     Such,  indeed,  in  the  '  w— ' 

more  orthodox  fyftem  he  has  acquired  fince  his  refurrection, 
and  fuch  he  muft  have  always  poflefled,  if  it  were  capable  of  per- 
vading, without  refiftance  or  injury,  the  denfity  of  intermediate 
matter.  Devoid  of  its  moft  effential  properties,  it  might  be  exempt 
from  the  attributes  and  infirmities  of  the  flefh.  A  foetus  that  could 
increafe  from  an  invifible  point  to  its  full  maturity  j  a  child  that 
could  attain  the  flat u re  of  perfect  manhood,  without  deriving  any 
nourimment  •  from  the  ordinary  fources,  might  continue  to  exift 
without  repairing  a  daily  wafte  by  a  daily  fupply  of  external  matter. 
Jefus  might  fhare  the  repafts  of  his  difciples,  without  being 
fubject  to  the  calls  of  thirft  or  hunger;  and  his  virgin  purity  was 
never  fullied  by  the  involuntary  ftains  of  fenfual  concupifcence.  Of 
a  body  thus  fingularly  constituted,  a  queftion  would  arife,  by  what 
means,  and  of  what  materials,  it  was  originally  framed  ;  and  our 
founder  theology  is  ftartled  by  an  anfwer  which  was  not  peculiar  to 
the  Gnoftics,  that  both  the  form  and  the  fubftance  proceeded  from 
the  divine  eflence.  The  idea  of  pure  and  abfolute  fpirit  is  a  refine- 
ment of  modern  philofophy ;  the  incorporeal  efTence,  afcribed  by 
the  ancients  to  human  fouls,  cadeftial  beings,  and  even  the  Deity 
himfelf,  does  not  exclude  the  notion  of  extended  fpacej  and  their 
imagination  was  fatisfied  with  a  fubtle  nature  of  air,  or  fire,  or 
jether,  incomparably  more  perfect  than  the  groflhefs  of  the  material 
world.  If  we  define  the  place,  we  muft  defcribe  the  figure,  of  the 
Deity.  Our  experience,  perhaps  our  vanity,  reprefents  the  powers 
of  reafon  and  virtue  under  an  human  form.  The  Anthropomor- 
phites,  who  fwarmed  among  the  monks  of  Egypt  and  the  Catholics 
of  Africa,  could  produce  the  exprefs  declaration  of  fcripture,  that  man 

t.  Z  2  was 
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C  H  A 
XLYII. 


HI.  Double 
nature  of  Ce- 
linthus. 


was  made  after  the  image  of  his  Creator  The  venerable  Serapion, 
one  of  the  faints  of  the  Nitrian  defert,  relinquifhed,  with  many  a 
tear,  his  darling  prejudice;  and  bewailed,  like  an  infant,  his  un- 
lucky converfion,  which  had  ftolen  away  his  God,  and  left  his  mind 
without  any  vifible  objecl;  of  faith  or  devotion13. 

III.  Such  were  the  fleeting  fhadows  of  the  Docetes.  A  more  fub- 
{tantial,  though  lefs  fimple  hypothecs,  was  contrived  by  Cerinthus 
of  Afia  who  dared  to  oppofe  the  laft  of  the  apoftles.  Placed  on 
the  confines  of  the  Jewim  and  Gentile  world,  he  laboured  to  recon- 
cile the'Gnoftic  with  the  Ebionite,  by  conferring  in  the  fame  Mefliah 
the  fupernatural  union  of  a  man  and  a  God :  and  this  myftic  doctrine 
was  adopted  with  many  fanciful  improvements  by  Carpocrates,  Ba- 
filides,  and  Valentine'5,  the  heretics  of  the  Egyptian  fchool.  In 

their 


11  The  pilgrim  Caflian,  who  vifited  Egypt 
in  the  beginning  of  the  \  'h  century,  obferves 
and  laments  the  reign  of  anthropomorphifm 
among  the  monks,  who  were  not  confcious 
that  they  embraced  the  fyftem  of  Epicurus 
(Cicero,  de  Nat.  Deorum,  i.  18.  34.)-  Ab 
univerfo  propemodom  genere  monachorum, 
qui  per  totam  provinciam  Egyptum  mora- 
bantur,  pro  fimpiicitatis  errore  fufceptum 
eft,  ut  e  contrario  memoratum  pontificem 
(Theophilus)  velut  hxrefi  graviffima  depra- 
vatum,  pars  maxima  feniorum  ab  univerfo  fra- 
ternitatis  corpore  decerneret  deteftandum 
(Caflian,  Collation.  x.'2.).  As  long  as  St. 
Au'euftin  remained  a  Manichxan,  he  was 
fcandalized  by  the  anthropomorphifm  of  the 
vulgar  Catholics. 

13  Ita  eft  in  oratione  fenex  mente  confufus, 
eo  quod  illam  aiSfwrc-ojuofPov  imaginem  Deita- 
tis,  quam  proponere  fibi  in  oratione  confue- 
verat  aboleri  de  fuo  corde  fentiret,  utin  ama- 
riflimos  fietus,  crebrofque  fingultus  repente 
prorumpens,  in  terram  proftratus,  cum  ejulatu 
validiflimo  proclamaret ;  "  Heu  me  roife- 


rum  !"  tulerunt  a  me  Deum  meum,  et  quem 
nunc  teneam  non  habeo,  vel  quem  adorem, 
aut  interpellem  jam  nefcio.  Caffian,  Collat. 
x.  2. 

*+  St.  John  and  Cerinthus  (A.  D.  80. 
Cleric.  Hift.  Ecclef.  p.  493.)  accidentally  mec 
in  the  public  bath  of  Ephefus ;  but  theapoftle 
fled  from  the  heretic,  left  the  building  mould 
tumble  on  their  heads.  This  foolifh  ftory, 
reprobateH  by  Dr.  Middleton  (Mifcellaneous 
Works,  vol.  ii.),  is  related  however  by  Ire- 
nseus  (iii.  3.),  on  the  evidence  of  Polycarp, 
and  was  probably  fuited  to  the  time  and  re- 
fidence  of  Cerinthus.  The  obfolete,  yet 
probably  the  true,  reading  of  1  John,  iv.  3. 
— 0  Tun  Toy  Ivaui— alludes  to  the  double  na- 
ture of  that  primitive  heretic. 

*5  The  Valentinians  embraced  a  complex, 
and  almoft  incoherent,  fyftem.  1.  Both  Chrift 
and  Jefus  were  sons,  though  of  different  de- 
grees;  the  one  adling  as  the  rational  foul, 
the  other  as  the  divine  fpirit  of  the  Saviour. 
2.  At  the  time  of  the  paffion,  they  both  re- 
tired, and  left  only  a  fenfiiive  foul  and  an 

human 
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their  eyes,  Jesus  of  Nazareth  was  a  mere  mortal,  the  legitimate  Ton  CHAP, 
of  Jofeph  and  Mary  :  but  he  was  the  beft  and  wifeft  of  the  human  '_r 
race,  felected  as  the  worthy  inftrument  to  reftore  upon  earth  the 
wcrihip  of  the  true  and  fupreme  Deity.  When  he  was  baptifed  in 
the  Jordan,  the  Christ,  the  firft  of  the  sons,  the  Son  of  God  him- 
felf,  defcended  on  Jefus  in  the  form  of  a  dove,  to  inhabit  his  mind, 
and  direct  his  actions  during  the  allotted  period  of  his  miniftry. 
When  the  Meffiah  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Jews,  the 
Chrift,  an  immortal  and  impaffible  being,  forfook  his  earthly  taber- 
nacle, flew  back  to  the  plcroma  or  world  of  fpirits,  and  left  the  foli- 
tary  Jefus  to  fufFer,  to  complain,  and  to  expire.  But  the  juftice 
and  generofity  of  fuch  a  defertion  are  ftrongly  queftionable  ;  and 
the  fate  of  an  innocent  martyr,  at  nrft  impelled,  and  at  length  aban- 
doned, by  his  divine  companion,  might  provoke  the  pity  and  indig- 
nation of  the  profane.  Their  murmurs  were  varioufly  filenced  by 
the  fectaries  who  efpoufed  and  modified  the  double  fyftem  of  Ce- 
rinthus.  It  was  alleged,  that  when  Jefus  was  nailed  to  the  crofs, 
he  was  endowed  with  a  miraculous  apathy  of  mind  and  body,  which 
rendered  him  infeniible  of  his  apparent  fufferings.  It  was  affirmed, 
that  thefe  momentary,  though  real  pangs,,  would  be  abundantly  re- 
paid by  the  temporal  reign  of  a  thoufand  years  referved  for  the  Mef- 
fiah in  his  kingdom  of  the  new  Jerufalem.  It  was  infinuated,  that 
if  he  fuffered,  he  deferved  to  fufFer ;  that  human  nature  is  never  ab- 
folutely  perfect ;  and  that  the  crofs  and  paffion  might  ferve  to  ex- 
piate the  venial  tranfgreflions  of  the  fon  of  Jofeph,  before  his  myfle- 
rious  union  with  the  Son  of  God IS. 

IV.  All 

human  body.  3.  Even  that  body  was  aethe-  and  the-  Valentinians  undcrftood  themfelves. 
real,  and  perhaps  apparent.— Such  are  the  **  The  heretics  abufed  the  paflionate  ex- 
laboricus  ccnclufions  of  Mofheim.  But  I  clamation  of  "  My  God,  my  God,  why  hall 
much  doubt  whether  the  Latin  tranflator  thou  forfaken  me  !"  Roufleau,  who  has  drawn 
underflood  Irensus,  and  whether  Irenasus    an  eloquent,  but  indecent,  parallel  between 

Ghrift 


542 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CHAP. 
XLVII. 

IV.  Divine 
incarnation 
of  Apollina- 

tiS. 


IV.  All  thofe  who  believe  the  immateriality  of  the  foul,  a  fpecious 
and  noble  tenet,  muft  confefs,  from  their  prefent  experience,  the  in- 
comprehenfible  union  of  mind  and  matter.  A  fimilar  union  is  not 
inconfiftent  with  a  much  higher,  or  even  with  the  higheft  degree,  of 
mental  faculties  ;  and  the  incarnation  of  an  xon  or  archangel,  the 
moft  perfect  of  created  fpirits,  does  not  involve  any  pofitive  contra- 
diction or  abfurdity.  In  the  age  of  religious  freedom,  which  was 
determined  by  the  council  of  Nice,  the  dignity  of  Chrift  was  mea- 
fured  by  private  judgment  according  to  the  indefinite  rule  of  fcrip- 
ture,  or  reafon,  or  tradition.  But  when  his  pure  and  proper  divi- 
nity had  been  eftablifhed  on  the  ruins  of  Arianifm,  the  faith  of  the 
Catholics  trembled  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice  where  it  was  impofli- 
ble  to  recede,  dangerous  to  Hand,  dreadful  to  fall ;  and  the  manifold 
inconveniences  of  their  creed  were  aggravated  by  the  fublime  cha- 
racter of  their  theology.  They  hefitated  to  pronounce  ;  that  God 
himfelf,  the  fecond  perfon  of  an  equal  and  confubftantial  trinity, 
was  manifefted  in  the  fleih  17  ;  that  a  being  who  pervades  the  uni- 
verfe,  had  been  confined  in  the  womb  of  Mary ;  that  his  eternal 
duration  had  been  marked  by  the  days,  and  months,  and  years  of 
human  existence  ;  that  the  Almighty  had  been  fcourged  and  cruci- 
fied j  that  his  impaffible  effence  had  felt  pain  and  anguim  ;  that  his 


Chrift  and  Socrates,  forgets  that  not  a  word 
of  impatience  or  defpair  efcaped  from  the 
mouth  of  the  dying  philofopher.  In  the 
Meffiah,  fuch  fentiments  could  be  only  ap- 
parent ;  and  fuch  ill-founding  words  are  pro- 
perly explained  as  the  application  of  a  pfalm 
and  prophecy. 

17  This  (Irong  expreflion  might  be  juftified 
by  the  language  of  St.  Paul  (i  Tim.  iii.  16  ) ; 
but  we  are  deceived  by  our  modern  bibles. 
The  word  %  fnvhicb)  was  altered  to  fees  (God) 
at  Ccnftantinople  in  the  beginning  of  the  vith 


century  :  the  true  reading,  which  is  vifible  in 
the  Latin  and  Syriac  verfions,  ftill  exifts  in 
the  reafoning  of  the  Greek,  as  well  as  of  the 
Latin  fathers;  and  this  fraud,  with  that  of 
the  three  <witnej/es  of  St.  John,  is  admirably 
detected  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton.  (See  his  two 
Letters  tranflated  by  M.  de  MifTy,  in  the  Jour- 
nal Britannique,  tom.xv.  p.  148— 190.  351 
—  390-)  I  have  weighed  the  arguments,  and 
may  yield  to  the  authority  of  the  firltofphilo- 
fophers,  who  was  deeply  Ikilled  in  critical 
and  theological  ftudies.. 


I 


omni- 
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omnifcience'  was  not  exempt  from  ignorance ;  and  that  the  fource 
of  life  and  immortality  expired  on  mount  Calvary.  Thefe  alarming 
confequences  were  affirmed  with  unblufhing  fimplicity  by  Apolli- 
naris18, bifhop  of  Laodicea,  and  one  of  the  luminaries  of  the  church. 
The  fon  of  a  learned  grammarian,  he  was  fkilled  in  all  the  fciences 
of  Greece ;  eloquence,  erudition,  and  philofophy,  confpicuous  in 
the  volumes  of  Apollinaris,  were  humbly  devoted  to  the  fervice  of 
religion.  The  worthy  friend  of  Athanafius,  the  worthy  antagonift 
of  Julian,  he  bravely  wreftled  with  the  Arians  and  Polytheifts,  and, 
though  he  affected  the  rigour  of  geometrical  demonftration,  his  com- 
mentaries revealed  the  literal  and  allegorical  fenfe  of  the  fcriptures. 
A  myftery,  which  had  long  floated  in  the  loofenefs  of  popular  belief, 
was  defined  by  his  perverfe  diligence  in  a  technical  form  ;  and  he 
firft  proclaimed  the  memorable  words,  "  One  incarnate  nature  of 
"  Chrift,"  which  are  flill  re-echoed  with  hoflile  clamours  in  the 
churches  of  Afia,  Egypt,  and  ^Ethiopia.  He  taught  that  the  God- 
head was  united  or  mingled  with  the  body  of  a  man  j  and  that  the 
Logos,  the  eternal  wifdom,  fupplied  in  the  flefli  the  place  and  office 
of  an  human  foul.  Yet  as  the  profound  doctor  had  been  terrified 
at  his  own  rafhnefs,  Apollinaris  was  heard  to  mutter  fome  faint  ac- 
cents of  excufe  and  explanation.  He  acquiefced  in  the  old  diftinc- 
tion  of  the  Greek  philofophers,  between  the  rational  and  fenfitive 
foul  of  man;  that  he  might  referve  the  Logos  for  intellectual  functions, 
and  employ  the  fubordinate  human  principle  in  the  meaner  actions 
of  animal  life.  With  the  moderate  Docetes,  he  revered  Mary  as 
the  fpiritual,  rather  than  as  the  carnal,  mother  of  Chrift,  whole  body 
cither  came  from  heaven,  impaffible  and  incorruptible,  or  was  ab- 

,8  For  Apollinaris  and  his  fe£t,  fee  Socra-  porary  faint3  always  mention  the  bifhop  of 

tes,  1.  ii.  c.  46.  1.  iii.  c.  16.    Sozomen,  I.  v.  Laodicea  zs  a  friend  and  brother.    The  ltyle 

c.  18.  1.  vi.  c.  25.  27.    Theodoret,  1.  v.  3.  of  the  more  recent  hiltorians  is  harih  and 

10,  11.     Tillemont,   Memoires  Kcclefiaf-  hoflile  ;    yet   Philoltorgius   compares  him 

tiques,  torn.  vii.  p.  602 — 638.    Not.  p.  789  (1.  viii.  c.  11—15.)  to  Bafil  and  Gregory. 
— 794.  in  4,0>  Venife,  1732.    The  coniem- 

forbed, 
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^_  The  fyftem  of  Apollinaris  was  ftrenuoufly  encountered  by  the  Afiatic 

and  Syrian  divines,  whofe  fchools  are  honoured  by  the  names  of 
Bafil,  Gregory,  and  Chryfoflom,  and  tainted  by  thofe  of  Diodorus, 
Theodore,  and  Neftorius.  But  the  perfon  of  the  aged  bifhop  of 
Laodicea,  his  character  and  dignity,  remained  inviolate  ;  and  his 
rivals,  fince  we  may  not  fufpect  them  of  the  weaknefs  of  toleration, 
were  aftoniflied,  perhaps,  by  the  novelty  of  the  argument,  and  diffi- 
dent of  the  final  fentence  of  the  Catholic  church.  Her  judgment 
at  length  inclined  in  their  favour  ;  the  herefy  of  Apollinaris  was 
condemned,  and  the  feparate  congregations  of  his  difciples  were  pro- 
fcribed  by  the  Imperial  laws.  But  his  principles  were  fecretly  enter- 
tained in  the  monafteries  of  Egypt,  and  his  enemies  felt  the  hatred 
of  Theophilus  and  Cyril  the  fucceflive  patriarchs  of  Alexandria. 
V.  Orthodox  V.  The  groveling  Ebionite,  and  the  phantaftic  Docetes,  were  re- 
verbal  dif-d  je&ed  and  forgotten:  the  recent  zeal  againft  the  errors  of  Apollinaris, 
putes.  reduced  the  Catholics  to  a  feeming  agreement  with  the  double  nature 

of  Cerinthus.  But  inftead  of  a  temporary  and  occafional  alliance, 
they  eftablifhed,  and  we  ftill  embrace,  the  fubftantial,  indiflbluble,  and 
everlafting  union  of  a  perfect  God,  with  a  perfect  man,  of  the  fecond 
perfon  of  the  trinity  with  a  reafonable  foul  and  human  flefli.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  fifth  century,  the  unity  of  the  two  natures  was 
the  prevailing  doctrine  of  the  church.  On  all  fides,  it  was  confeffed, 
that  the  mode  of  their  co-exiftence  could  neither  be  reprefented  by 
our  ideas  nor  expreffed  by  our  language.  Yet  a  fecret  and  in- 
curable difcord  was  cherifhed,  between  thofe  who  were  mod  appre- 
henfive  of  confounding,  and  thofe  who  were  raoft  fearful  of  fepa- 
rating,  the  divinity,  and  the  humanity  of  Chrift.  Impelled  by  re- 
ligious frenzy,  they  fled  with  adverfe  hafte  from  the  error  which 
they  mutually  deemed  moft  deftru&ive  of  truth  and  falvation.  On 
either  hand  they  were  anxious  to  guard,  they  were  jealous  to  de- 
8  fend, 
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vent  fuch  forms  of  fpeech,  fuch  fymbols  of  dodlrine,  as  were  leaft   i  -  „./ 

fufceptible  of  doubt  or  ambiguity.  The  poverty  of  ideas  and 
language  tempted  them  to  ranfack  art  and  nature  for  every  pofTible 
comparifon,  and  each  comparifon  milled  their  fancy  in  the  expla- 
nation of  an  incomparable  myftcry.  In  the  polemic  microfcope,  an 
atcm  is  enlarged  to  a  monfter,  and  each  party  was  fkilful  to  ex- 
aggerate the  abfurd  or  impious  conclufions  that  might  be  extorted 
from  the  principles  of  their  adversaries.  To  efcape  from  each  other, 
they  wandered  through  many  a  dark  and  devious  thicket,  till  they 
were  aftoniflied  by  the  horrid  phantoms  of  Cerinthus  and  Apolli- 
naris,  who  guarded  the  oppofite  iffues  of  the  theological  labyrinth. 
As  foon  as  they  beheld  the  twilight  of  fenfe  and  herefy,  they  ftarted, 
meafured  back  their  fteps,  and  were  again  involved  in  the  gloom  of 
impenetrable  orthodoxy.  To  purge  themfelves  from  the  guilt  or 
reproach  of  damnable  error,  they  difavowed  their  confequences,  ex- 
plained their  principles,  excufed  their  indifcretions,  and  unanimoufly 
pronounced  the  founds  of  concord  and  faith.  Yet  a  latent  and  ai- 
med invifible  fpark  ftill  lurked  among  the  embers  of  controverfy : 
by  the  breath  of  prejudice  and  paflion,  it  was  quickly  kindled  to  a 
mighty  flame,  and  the  verbal  difputes  "  of  the  Oriental  feels  have 
fhaken  the  pillars  of  the  church  and  ftate. 

The  name  of  Cyril  of  Alexandria  is  famous  in  controverfial  c;ril>  Pa- 
ftory,  and  the  title  of  faint,  is  a  mark  that  his  opinions  and  his  Alexandria, 
party  have  finally  prevailed.    In  the  houfe  of  his  uncle,  the  arch-  oaoberis— 

A.  D.  44.4, 

19  I  appeal  to  the  confeffion  of  two  Orien-  and  differ  only  in  the  expreff.on.    Our  mcfr- 

tal  prelates,  Gregory  Abulpharagius  the  Ja-  learned  and  rational  divines — Bafnage,  Le 

cobite  primate  of  the  Earl,  and  Elias  the  Clerc,  Beaufobre,  La  Croze,  Moiheim,  Ja- 

Neftorian  metropolitan  of  Damafcus    (fee  blonflci — are  inclined  to  favour  this  charitable 

Afieman.  Bibliodiec.  Oriental,  torn.  ii.  p.  291 .  judgment;  but  the  zeal  cf  Petavius  is  loud 

torn.  iii.  p.  514,  &c),  that  the  Melchites,  Ja-  and  angry,  and  the  moderation  of  Dupin  is 

cobites,  Neftorians,  &c.  agree  in  the  doftrine,  conveyed  in  a  whifper. 

Vol.  IV.  4  A  bimop 
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biihop  Theophilus,  he  imbibed  the  orthodox  leffons  of  zeal  and 
dominion,  and  five  years  of  his  youth  were  profitably  fpent  in  the 
adjacent  monafteries  of  Nitria.  Under  the  tuition  of  the  abbot 
Serapion,  he  applied  himfelf  to  ecclefiaflical  ftudies,  with  fuch  inde- 
fatigable ardour,  that  in  the  courfe  of  one  fleeplefs  night,  he  has 
perufed  the  four  gofpels,  the  catholic  epiftles,  and  the  epiftle  to  the 
Romans.  Origen  he  detefted  ;  but  the  writings  of  Clemens  and 
Dionyfius,  of  Athanafius  and  Bafil,  were  continually  in  his  hands  : 
by  the  theory  and  practice  of  difpute,  his  faith  was  confirmed  and 
his  wit  was  fharpened  ;  he  extended  round  his  cell  the  cobwebs  of 
fcholaftic  theology,  and  meditated  the  works  of  allegory  and  meta- 
phyfics,  whofe  remains,  in  feven  verbofe  folios,  now  peaceably 
dumber  by  the  fide  of  their  rivals10.  Cyril  prayed  and  fafted  in  the 
defert,  but  his  thoughts  (it  is  the  reproach  of  a  friend JI)  were  ftill 
fixed  on  the  world ;  and  the  call  of  Theophilus,  who  fummoned 
him  to  the  tumult  of  cities  and  fynods,  was  too  readily  obeyed  by 
the  afpiring  hermit.  With  the  approbation  of  his  uncle,  he  aflumed 
the  office,  and  acquired  the  fame,  of  a  popular  preacher.  His 
comely  perfon  adorned  the  pulpit,  the  harmony  of  his  voice  re- 
l'ounded  in  the  cathedral,  his  friends  were  ftationed  to  lead  or  fecond 
the  applaufe  of  the  congregation  and  the  hafty  notes  of  the  fcribes 
preferved  his  difcourfes,  which,  in  their  effect,  though  not  in  their 
compofition,  might  be  compared  with  thofe  of  the  Athenian  orators. 
The  death  of  Theophilus  expanded  and  realifed  the  hopes  of  his 

40  La  Crcze  (Hift.  du  Chriftianifme  des  p.  8.).    As  the  letter  h  not  of  the  moft  ere* 

Indes,  torn.  i.  p.  24)  avows  his  contempt  for  ditable  fort,  Tillemont,  lefs  fincere  than  the 

the  genius  and  writings  of  Cyril.    De  tous  Bollandifts,  affefts  a  doubt  whether  this  Cyril 

les  ouvrages  des  anciens,  il  y  en  a  peu  qu'on  is  the  nephew  of  Theophilus  (Mem.  EccleH 

life  avec  moins  d'utilite  ;  and  Dupin  (Bibli-  torn.  xiv.  p.  268.). 

otheque  EccIeliaRique,  torn.  iv.  p.  42— 52.),  11  A  grammarian  is  named  by  Socrates 

in  words  of  refpedl,  teaches  us  to  defpife  (1.  vii.  13.)  Jkarop*  it              T*  rimtttei 

tnem<  KypW.«  xaSeT4.';>    *«<  trtfi  to  XftTS;  £>  T<*»;  St' 

11  Of  Ifidore  of  Pelufium  (I.  h  epift.  25.    ^«a^a4f  ovtw  syeipjw  r,,  ffvwScty.rcm. 

nephew. 
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nephew.    The  clergy  of  Alexandria  was  divided  :  the  foldiers  and  C  H  a  p. 

1  XL  VII. 

their  general  iupported  the  claims  of  the  archdeacon ;  but  a  refifUefs  w — v— ^ 

multitude,  with  voices  and  with  hands,  aflerted  the  caufe  of  their 

favourite ;  and,  after  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years,  Cyril  was  feated 

on  the  throne  of  Athanafius13. 

The  prize  was.  not  unworthy  of  his  ambition.     At  a  diftance  His^yranny, 

from  the  court,  and  at  the  head  of  an  immenfe  capital,  the  patriarch,  414,415,^. 

as  he  was  now  ftyled,  of  Alexandria  had  gradually  ufurped  the  ftate  and 

authority  of  a  civil  magiftrate.    The  public  and  private  charities  of 

the  city  were  managed  by  his  difcretion;  his  voice  inflamed  or  ap_ 

peafed  the  paflions  of  the  multitude ;  his  commands  were  blindly 

obeyed  by  his  numerous  and  fanatic  parabolatii'1*,  familiarifed  in 

their  daily  office  with  fcenes  of  death ;  and  the  prasfects  of  Egypt 

were  awed  or  provoked  by  the  temporal  power  of  thefe  Chriftian 

pontiffs.    Ardent  in  the  profecution  of  herefy,  Cyril  aufpicioufly 

opened  his  reign  by  opprefling  the  Novatians,  the  moft  innocent  and 

harmlefs  of  the  fectaries.    The  interdiction  of  their  religious  wor- 

fhip,  appeared  in  his  eyes  a  juft  and  meritorious  act;  and  he  con- 

fifcated  their  holy  veifels,  without  apprehending  the  guilt  of  facri- 

lege.     The  toleration,  and  even  the  privileges  of  the  Jews,  who 

had  multiplied  to  the  number  of  forty  thoufand,  were  fecured  by  the 

laws  of  the  Csefars  and  Ptolemies,  and  a  long  prefcription  of  feven 

13  See  the  youth  and  promotion  of  Cyril,  plague  of  Gallienus  to  vifit  the  fick  and  to 

in  Socrates  (l.vii.  c.  7.)  and  Renaudot  (Hill,  bury  the  dead.    They  gradually  enlarged  ; 

Patriarch.  Alexandrin.  p.  106.  108.).    The  abufed  and  fold  the  privileges  of  their  order. 

Abbe  Renaudot  drew  his  materials  from  the  Their  outrageous  conduct  under  the  reign  of 

Arabic  hiftory  of  Severus,  biftiop  of  Hermo-  Cyril  provoked  the  emperor  to  deprive  the 

polis  Magna,  or  Alhmunein,  in  the  x,h  cen-  patriarch  of  their  nomination,  and  to  reltrain 

tury,  who  can  never  be  trufted,  unlefs  our  their  number  to  five  or  fix  hundred.  But 

affent  is  extorted  by  the  internal  evidence  of  thefe  rellraints  were  tranfient  and  ineffectual, 

facts.  See  the  Theodofian  Code,  1.  xvi.  tit.  ii.  and 

4+  The  Parabolani  of  Alexandria  were  a  Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xiv.  p.  276 

xharnable  corporation,  inltituted  during  the  — 278. 
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CHAP,  hundred  years  fince  the  foundation  of  Alexandria.    Without  any 
XLVII.  J  J 

v,     „  ■■  m/  legal  fentence,  without  any  royal  mandate,  the  patriarch,  at  the 

dawn  of  day,  led  a  feditious  multitude  to  the  attack  of  the  fyna- 
gogues.  Unarmed  and  unprepared,  the  Jews  were  incapable  of 
refiftance;  their  houfes  of  prayer  were  levelled  with  the  ground, 
and  the  epifcopal  warrior,  after  rewarding  his  troops  with  the  plun- 
der of  their  goods,  expelled  from  the  city  the  remnant  of  the  un- 
believing nation.  Perhaps  he  might  plead  the  infolence  of  their 
profperity,  and  their  deadly  hatred  of  the  Chriftians,  whofe  blood 
they  had  recently  med  in  a  malicious  or  accidental  tumult.  Such 
crimes  would  have  deferved  the  animadverfion  of  the  magiftrate; 
but  in  this  promifcuous  outrage,  the  innocent  were  confounded  with 
the  guilty,  and  Alexandria  was  impoverimed  by  the  lofs  of  a  wealthy 
and  induftrious  colony.  The  zeal  of  Cyril  expofed  him  to  the 
penalties  of  the  Julian  law  y  but  in  a  feeble  government,  and  a  fuper- 
ftitious  age,  he  was  fecure  of  impunity,  and  even  of  praife.  Oreftes 
complained  ;  but  his  juft  complaints  were  too  quickly  forgotten  by 
the  minifters  of  Theodofius,  and  too  deeply  remembered  by  a  pried 
who  affected  to  pardon,  and  continued  to  hate,  the  p±xfe€t  of  Egypt. 
As  he  paffed  through  the  ftreets,  his  chariot  was  afTaulted  by  a 
band  of  five  hundred  of  the  Nitrian  monks ;  his  guards  fled  fr  om 
the  wild  beafts  of  the  defert ;  his  proteftations  that  he  was  a  Chriftian 
and  a  Catholic,  were  anfwered  by  a  volley  of  ftones,  and  the  face 
of  Oreftes  was  covered  with  blood.  The  loyal  citizens  of  Alexan- 
dria haftened  to  his  refcue ;  he  inftantly  fatisfied  his  juftice  and  re- 
venge againft  the  monk  by  whofe  hand  he  had  been  wounded,  and 
Ammonius  expired  under  the  rod  of  the  lictor..  At  the  command 
of  Cyril,  his  body  was  raifed  from  the  ground,  and  tranfported,  in 
folemn  procefiion,  to  the  cathedral;  the  name  of  Ammonius  was 
changed  to  that  of  Thaumaiius  the  wo?iderful;  his  tomb  was  de- 
corated with  the  trophies  of  martyrdom,  and  the  patriarch  afcended 
5  the 
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the  pulpit  to  celebrate  the  magnanimity  of  an  aflfaffin  and  a  rebel.  c  H  J}  p- 

Such  honours  might  incite  the  faithful  to  combat  and  die  under  the  «  „  ■■  * 

banners  of  the  faint ;  and  he  foon  prompted,  or  accepted,  the  facri- 
fice  of  a  virgin,  who  profeffed  the  religion  of  the  Greeks,  and  cul- 
tivated the  friendfhip  of  Oreft.es.  Hypatia,  the  daughter  of  Theon 
the  mathematician25,  was  initiated  in  her  father's  ftudies;  her  learned 
comments  have  elucidated  the  geometry  of  Apollonius  and  Dio- 
phantus,  and  fhe  publicly  taught,  both  at  Athens  and  Alexandria,  the 
philofophy  of  Plato  and  Ariftotle.  In  the  bloom  of  beauty,  and  in 
the  maturity  of  wifdom,  the  modeft  maid  refufed  her  lovers  and  in- 
ftructed  her  difciples ;  the  perfons  moft  illuftrious  for  their  ranjc  or 
merit  were  impatient  to  vifit  the  female  philofopher ;  and  Cyril  be- 
held, with  a  jealous  eye,  the  gorgeous  train  of  horfes  and  flaves  who 
crowded  the  door  of  her  academy.  A  rumour  was  fpread  among 
the  Chriftians,  that  the  daughter  of  Theon  was  the  only  obftacle  to 
the  reconciliation  of  .the  prefect  and  the  archbilhop ;  and  that  ob- 
ftacle was  fpeedily  removed.  On  a  fatal  day,  in  the  holy  feafon  of 
Lent,  Hypatia  was  torn  from  her  chariot,  ftripped  naked,  dragged  to 
the  church,  and  inhumanly  butchered  by  the  hands  of  Peter  the 
reader,  and  a  troop  of  favage  and  mercilefs  fanatics:  her  flefh  was 
fcraped  from  her  bones  with  {harp  oyfter-fhells 2a,  and  her  quivering 
limbs  were  delivered  to  the  flames.  The  juft  progrefs  of  enquiry  and 
punifhment  was  flopped  by  feafonable  gifts;  but  the  murder  of  Hy- 

25  For  Theon,  and  his  daughter  Hypatia,  124.  135.  153.)  by  her  friend  and  difciple 

fee  Fabricin?,  Bibliothec.  torn,  viii.-p.  210,  the  philofophic  bifhop  Synelius. 
211.    Her  article  in  the  Lexicon  of  Suidas  is       16  orfcixA;  x>!l\,v,  *«>  ^r^ita  hauritmtmq, 

curious  and  original.     Hefychius  (Meurfii  &c.    Oyfter-fhells  were  plentifully  ftrewed^ 

Opera,  tcm.  vii.  p.  295,296.)  obferves,  that  on  the  fea-beach  before  the  Cxfareum.  I 

(lie  was  perfecuted  ha.  tr,v  liiriffiaXteiTbu  tro^ia?;  may  therefore  prefer  the  literal  fenfe,  with- 

and  an  epigram  in  the  Greek  Anthology  (l.i.  out  rejecting  the  metaphorical  verfion  of  te- 

c.  76.  p.  159.  edit.  Brodxi)  celebrates  her  gul<e,  tiles,  which  is  ufed  by  M.  de  Valois. 

knowledge  and  eloquence.    She  is  honour-  I  am  ignorant,  and  the  aflaflins  were  probably 

ably  mentioned  (Epift,  10.  15,16.33 — 80.  regardleis,  whether  their  victim  was  yet  alive. 

patia 
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C  x^v^r  F'  Patia  nas  imprinted  an  indelible  (lain  on  the  character  and  religion 
v. — -v  '  of  Cyril  of  Alexandria 2?. 

Neflorius,  Superflition,  perhaps,  would  more  gently  expiate  the  blood  of  a 
0)nftInti-°  virgin,  than  the  baniftiment  of  a  faint  ;  and  Cyril  had  accompanied 
XPjy\Z8,  nis  uncie  to  trie  iniquitous  fynod  of  the  Oak.  When  the  me- 
Apnl  10.  mory  of  Chryfoftom  was  reftored  and  confecrated,  the  nephew  of 
Theophilus,  at  the  head  of  a  dying  faction,  ftill  maintained  the 
juftice  of  his  fentence  ;  nor  was  it  till  after  a  tedious  delay  and  an 
obftinate  refiftance,  that  he  yielded  to  the  confent  of  the  Catholic 
world His  enmity  to  the  Byzantine  pontiffs 29  was  a  fenfe  of 
intereft,  not  a  fally  of  paflion :  he  envied  their  fortunate  ftation  in 
the  funfhine  of  the  Imperial  court ;  and  he  dreaded  their  upftart  am- 
bition, which  oppreffed  the  metropolitans  of  Europe  and  Afia,  in- 
vaded the  provinces  of  Antioch  and  Alexandria,  and  meafured  their 
diocefe  by  the  limits  of  the  empire.  The  long  moderation  of  Atti- 
cus,  the  mild  ufurper  of  the  throne  of  Chryfoftom,  fufpended  the 
animofities  of  the  eaftern  patriarchs  ;  but  Cyril  was  at  length  awaken- 
ed by  the  exaltation  of  a  rival  more  worthy  of  his  efteem  and  hatred. 
After  the  fhort  and  troubled  reign  of  Sifinnius  bifhop  of  Conftan- 
tinople,  the  factions  of  the  clergy  and  people  were  appeafed  by  the 
choice  of  the  emperor,  who,  on  this  occafion,  confulted  the  voice 
of  fame,  and  invited  the  merit  of  a  ftranger.    Neflorius30,  a  native 

of 

17  Thefe  exploits  of  St.  Cyril  are  recorded  Nicephorus,  1.  xiv.  c.  18.)  to  the  perfonal  in- 
by  Socrates  (1.  vii.  c.  13,  14,  15.) ;  and  the  terceflion  of  the  virgin.  Yet  in  his  laft  years 
moft  reludant  bigotry  is  compelled  to  copy  he  ftill  muttered  that  John  Chryfoftom  had 
an  hiftorian  who  coolly  ftyles  the  murderers  been  juftly  condemned  (Tillemont,  Mem. 
of  Hypatia  a.  Jp=;  to  (ppvnyLx  rAp/Mi.  At  the  Ecclef.  torn.  xiv.  p.  278 — 282.  Baronius, 
mention  of  that  injured  name,  I  am  pleafed  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  412,  N°46 — 64.). 
to  obferve  a  bluftx  even  on  the  cheek  of  Ba-  is>  See  their  characters  in  the  hiftory  of  So- 
ronius  (A.  D.  415,  N°  48.).  crates  (1.  vii.  c.  25 — 28.) ;  theirpowerand  pre- 

28  He  was  deaf  to  the  entreaties  of  Atti-    tenfions,  in  the  huge  compilation  of  Thomaflia 
cus  of  Conftantinople,  and  of  Ifidore  of  Pe-    (Difcipline  de  PEglife,  tom.i.  p.  80 — 91-). 
lufium,  and  yielded  only  (if  we  may  believe       30  His  elevation  and  conduct  are  defcribed 

by 
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of  Germanicia,  and  a  monk  of  Antioch,  was  recommended  by  the  c  p- 


aufterity  of  his  life,  and  the  eloquence  of  his  fermons;  but  the  firft  w. 
homily  which  he  preached  before  the  devout  Theodofius  betrayed  the 
acrimony  and  impatience  of  his  zeal.  "  Give  me,  O  Csefar,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "  give  me  the  earth  purged  of  heretics,  and  I  will  give  you 
"  in  exchange  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Exterminate  with  me,  the 
"  heretics  j  and  with  you,  I  will  exterminate  the  Perfians."  On  the 
fifth  day,  as  if  the  treaty  had  been  already  figned,  the-  patriarch  of 
Constantinople  difcovered,  furprifed,  and  attacked  a  fecret  conventicle 
of  the  Arians :  they  preferred  death  to  fubmiffion ;  the  flames  that 
were  kindled  by  their  defpair,  foon  fpread  to  the  neighbouring 
houfes,  and  the  triumph  of  Neftorius  was  clouded  by  the  name  of 
incendiary.  On  either  fide  of  the  Hellefpont,  his  epifcopal  vigour 
impofed  a  rigid  formulary  of  faith  and  difcipline ;  a  chronological 
error  concerning  the  feftival  of  Eafter  was  punifhed  as  an  offence 
againft  the  church  and  ftate.  Lydia  and  Caria,  Sardes  and  Miletus, 
were  purified  with  the  blood  of  the  obftinate  Quartodecimans  ;  and 
the  edi£t  of  the  emperor,  or  rather  of  the  patriarch,  enumerates  three 
and  twenty  degrees  and  denominations  in  the  guilt  and  punifhment 
of  herefy  3*.  But  the  fword  of  perfecution,  which  Neftorius  fo 
furioufly  wielded,  was  foon  turned  againft  his  own  breaft.  Religion 
was  the  pretence;  but,  in  the  judgment  of  a  contemporary  faint, 
ambition  was  the  genuine  motive  of  epifcopal  warfare31. 

In  the  Syrian  fchool,  Neftorius  had  been  taught  to  abhor  the  His  herefy, 

A .  D. 

confufion  of  the  two  natures,  and  nicely  to  difcriminate  the  humanity  4.29I-43U 

by  Socrates  (I.  vii.  c.  29.  31.)  ;  and  Marcel-  *•  Ifidore  of  Pelufium  (1.  iv.  epift.  57.). 
linus  feems  to  have  applied  the  loqucntia?  His  words  are  ltrong  and  fcandalous  — «  9uv- 
fatis,  fapientise  parum,  of  Salluft.  e-«£ti;,  et       wi  srepi  wfayfUt  0s»oi  xxt  y^yv  nturki 

31   Cod.  Theodof.   I.  XVl.   tit.  V.   leg.  65.     diK$unn    Trpcriro^trect    viru  q>;>.xfXix:  i2|5nyi:.. 

with  the  illuftrations  of  Baronius  (A.  D.  428,  fittjoi.  Ifidore  is  a  faint,  but  he  never  became 
N°25,&c. ),  Godefroy  (ad  locum),  and  Pagi  a  bifliop  ;  and  I  half  fufpeft  that  the  pride 
(Critic3,  com.  ii.  p.  2^8.).  of  Diogenes  trampled  on  the  pride  cf  Plaio. 

6  of 
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C  H  A  P.  0f  his  mafler  Chrift  from  the  divinity  of  the  Lord  Tefus 33.  The 

XLVII.  J  7     r  . 

c,  -„  1  Bleffed  Virgin  he  revered  as  the  mother  of  Chrift,  but  his  ears  were 

offended  with  the  rath  and  recent  title  of  mother  of  God  z\  which 

liad  been  infenfibly  adopted  fince  the  origin  of  the  Avian  controvcrfy. 

From  the  pulpit  of  Conftantinople,  a  friend  of  the  patriarch,  and 

afterwards  the  patriarch  himfelf,  repeatedly  preached  againft  the  ufe, 

or  the  abufe,  of  a  word  35  unknown  to  the  apoftles,  unauthorifed  by 

the  church,  and  which  could  only  tend  to  alarm  the  timorous,  to 

miflead  the  fimple,  to  amufe  the  profane,  and  to  juftify,  by  a  feem- 

ing  refemhlance,  the  old  genealogy  of  Olympus 36.    In  his  calmer 

moments  Neftorius  confeffed,  that  it  might  be  tolerated  or  excufed 

by  the  union  of  the  two  natures,  and  the  communication  of  their 

idioms  37 ;  but  he  was  exafperated,  by  contradiction,  to  difclaim  the 

worfhip  of  a  new-born,  an  infant  Deity,  to  draw  his  inadequate 


33  La  Croze  (Chriftianifme  des  Indes, 
torn.  i.  p.  44 — 53.  Thefaurus  Epiftolicus 
La  Crozianus,  torn.  iii.  p.  276 — 280.)  has 
detected  the  ufe  of 

which,  in  the  ivth,  v,h,  and  vith  cen- 
turies, difcriminates  the  fchool  of  Diodorus 
of  Tarfus  and  his  Neftorian  difciples. 

34  ©;oto*s? — Deipara:  as  in  zoology  we  fa- 
miliarly fpeak  of  oviparous  and  viviparous 
animals.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fix  the  invention 
of  this  word,  which  La  Croze  (Chriftianifme 
des  Indes,  torn.  i.  p.  16.)  afcribes  to  Eufebius 
of  Caefarea  and  the  Arians.  The  orthodox 
teftimonies  are  produced  by  Cyril  and  Peta- 
vius  (Dogmat.  Theolog.  torn.  v.  1.  v.  c.  15. 
p.  254,  &c.)  ;  but  the  veracity  of  the  faint 
is  queftionable,  and  the  epithet  of  9soto*c-  fo 
eafily  Aides  from  the  margin  to  the  text  of  a 
Catholic  MS. 

35  Bafnage,  in  his  Hiftoire  de  1'Eglife,  a 
work  of  controverfy  (torn.  i.  p.  505.),  jufti- 
fies  the  mother,  by  the  blood,  of  God  (Acls, 
xx.  28.  with  Mill's  various  readings).  But 
the  Greek  MSS.  are  far  from  unanimous ; 


and  the  primitive  ftyle  of  the  blood  of  Chrift 
is  preferved  in  the  Syriac  verfion,  even  in 
thofe  copies  which  were  ufed  by  the  Chrilli- 
ans  of  St.  Thomas  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar 
(La  Croze,  Chriftianifme  des  Indes,  torn.  i. 
p.  347.).  The  jealoufy  of  the  Neftorifcns 
and  Monophyfites  has  guarded  the  purity  of 
their  text. 

36  The  Pagans  of  Egypt  already  laughed 
at  the  new  Cybele  of  the  ChrilHans  (Ifidor. 
1.  i.  epift.  54.):  a  letter  was  forged  in  the 
name  of  Hypatia,  to  ridicule  the  theology  of 
her  aflaffin  (Synodicon,  c.  216.  in  iv  torn. 
Concil.  p.  484..).  In  the  article  of  Nesto- 
rius,  Bayle  has  fcattered  fome  loofe  philo- 
fophy  on  the  worfhip  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 

37  The  amJoo-i;  of  the  Greek?,  a  mutual 
loan  or  transfer  of  the  idioms  or  properties 
of  each  nature  to  the  other — of  infinity  to 
man,  paflibility  to  God,  Sec.  Twelve  rules 
on  this  niceft  of  fubjedls  compofe  the  Theo- 
logical Grammar  of  Petavius  (Dogmata 
Theolog.  torn.  v.  1.  iv.  c.  14,  15.  p.  209, 
Sec). 

fimilies 
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fimilles  from  the  conjugal  or  civil  partnerfhips  of  life,  and  to  defcribe  c  JFyJ;  p* 

the  manhood  of  Chrift  as  the  robe,  the  inftrument,  the  tabernacle  of  <  v- — ' 

his  Godhead.     At  thefe  blafphemous  founds,   the  pillars  cf  the 
fanctuary  were  ftiaken.    The  unfuccefsful  competitors  of  Neftorius 
indulged  their  pious  or  perfonal  refentment,  the  Byzantine  clergy 
was  fecretly  difpleafed  with  the  intrufion  of  a  ftranger ;  whatever  is 
fuperftitious  or  abfurd,  might  claim  the  protection  of  the  monks ; 
and  the  people  was  interefted  in  the  glory  of  their  virgin  patronefs 3S. 
The  fermons  of  the  archbiftiop,  and  the  fervice  of  the  altar,  were 
difturbed  by  feditious  clamour  j  his  authority  and  doctrine  were 
renounced  by  feparate  congregations  ;  every  wind  fcattered  round 
the  empire  the  leaves  of  controverfy;  and  the  voice  of  the  com- 
batants on  a  fonorous  theatre  re-echoed  in  the  cells  of  Paleftine  and 
Egypt.    It  was  the  duty  of  Cyril  to  enlighten  the  zeal  and  ig- 
norance of  his  innumerable  monks :  in  the  fchool  of  Alexandria, 
he  had  imbibed  and  profeffed  the  incarnation  of  one  nature;  and 
the  fucceffor  of  Athanafius  confulted  his  pride  and  ambition,  when 
he  rofe  in  arms  againft  another  Arius,  more  formidable  and  more 
guilty,  on  the  fecond  throne  of  the  hierarchy.    After  a  fhort  cor-' 
refpondence,  in  which  the  rival  prelates  difguifed  their  hatred  in  the 
hollow  language  of  refpect  and  charity,  the  patriarch  of  Alexandria 
denounced  to  the  prince  and  people,  to  the  Eaft  and  to  the  Weft,  the 
damnable  errors  of  the  Byzantine  pontiff.     From  the  Eaft,  more 
efpecially  from  Antioch,  he  obtained  the  ambiguous  counfels  of 
toleration  and  filence,  which  were  addreffed  to  both  parties  while  they 
favoured  the  caufe  of  Neftorius.    But  the  Vatican  received  with  open 
arms  the  meffengers  of  Egypt.    The  vanity  of  Celeftine  was  flat- 
tered by  the  appeal ;  and  the  partia  verfion  of  a  monk  decided  the 
faith  of  the  pope,  who,  with  his  Latin  clergy,  was  ignorant  of  the 

38  See  Ducange,  CVP.  Chriftiana.  1.  i.  p.  30,  &c. 
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C  xlvu  P  lanSuaSe>  tne  arts»  an^  t^ie  tneol°gy  °f  tne  Greeks.    At  the  head 

- y  »  of  an  Italian  fynod,  Celeftine  weighed  the  merits  of  the  caufe, 

approved  the  creed  of  Cyril,  condemned  the  fentiments  and  perfon  of 
Neftorius,  degraded  the  heretic  from  his  epifcopal  dignity,  allowed 
a  refpite  of  ten  days  for  recantation  and  penance,  and  delegated  to 
his  enemy  the  execution  of  this  ram  and  illegal  fentence.  But  the 
patriarch  of  Alexandria,  whilft  he  darted  the  thunders  of  a  god,  ex- 
pofed  the  errors  and  paflions  of  a  mortal :  and  his  twelve  ana- 
themas39 ftill  torture  the  orthodox  flaves,  who  adore  the  memory 
of  a  faint,  without  forfeiting  their  allegiance  to  the  fynod  of  Chal- 
cedon.  Thefe  bold  afTertions  are  indelibly  tinged  with  the  colours 
of  the  Apollinarian  herefy :  but  the  ferious,  and  perhaps  the  fincere, 
profeflions  of  Neftorius  have  fatisfied  the  wifer  and  lefs  partial 
theologians  of  the  prefent  times40. 
Firft  council  Yet  neither  the  emperor  nor  the  primate  of  the  Eaft  were  dif- 
A.  rfh43 1'/  pofed  to  obey  the  mandate  of  an  Italian  prieft ;  and  a  fynod  of  the 
June— oao-  Qrtnoiu^  or  rather  of  the  Greek  church,  was  unanimoufly  demanded 
as  the  fole  remedy  that  could  appeafe  or  decide  this  ecclefiaftical 
quarrel41.  Ephefus,  on  all  fides  accefhble  by  fea  and  land,  was 
chofen  for  the  place,  the  feftival  of  Pentecoft  for  the  day,  of  the 

39  Concil.  torn.  iii.  p.  943.  They  have  caruifle  eft  et  mea  fententia) ;  and  three  more 
never  been  diredly  approved  by  the  church  refpe&able  judges  will  not  eafily  be  found. 
(Tillemont,  Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xiv.  p.  368  Afleman,  a  learned  and  modeft  flave,  can 
— 372.).  I  almoft  pity  the  agony  of  rage  hardly  difcern  (Bibliothec.  Orient,  torn.  iv. 
and  fophiftry  with  which  Petavius  feems  to  p-  190—224.)  the  guilt  and  error  of  the 
be  agitated  in  the  vith  book  of  his  Dogmata  Neftorians. 

Theologica.  *'  The  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  Nefto- 

40  Such  as  the  rational  Bafnage  (ad  torn.  i.  rian  controverfy,  till  the  fynod  of  Ephefus, 
Variar.  Leftion.  Canifii  in  Praefat.  c.  ii.  p.  1 1  may  be  found  in  Socrates  (1.  vii.  c.  32.),  Eva- 
—  23.)  and  La  Croze,  the  univerfal  fcholar  grius  (Li.  c.  1,2.),  Liberatus  (Brev.  c.  1  — 
(Chriftianifme  des  Indes,  torn.  i.  p.  16 — 20.  4-)» tne  original  Ads  (Concil.  torn.  iii.  p.  551 
De  l'Ethiopie,  p.  26,  27.  Thefaur.  Epift.  — 991.  edit.  Venife,  1728),  the  Annals  cf 
p.  176,  &c.  283.285.).  His  free  fentence  is  Baronius  and  Pagi,  and  the  faithful  collections 
confirmed  by  that  of  his  friends  Jablonfki  of  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xiv.  p.  283 
(Thefaur.  Epift.  torn.  i.  p.  193  —  201.)  and  — 377-)1 

Mofheim  (idem,  p.  304.    Neftorium  crimine 

meeting : 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  S5S 

meeting :  a  writ  of  fummons  was  difpatched  to  each  metropolitan  chap. 
and  a  guard  was  ftationed  to  protect  and  confine  the  fathers  till  they 
fhould  fettle  the  myfteries  of  heaven,  and  the  faith  of  the  earth. 
Neftorius  appeared  not  as  a  criminal,  but  as  a  judge  ;  he  depended  on 
the  weight  rather  than  the  number  of  his  prelates,  and  his  fturdy 
flaves  from  the  baths  of  Zeuxippus  were  armed  for  every  fervice  of 
injury  or  defence.    But  his  adverfary  Cyril  was  more  powerful  in 
the  weapons  both  of  the  flefh  and  of  the  fpirit.    Difobedient  to  the 
letter,  or  at  leaft  to  the  meaning,  of  the  royal  fummons,  he  was 
attended  by  fifty  Egyptian  bifhops,  who  expected  from  their  pa- 
triarch's nod  the  infpiration  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.    He  had  contracted 
an  intimate  alliance  with  Memnon  bifhop  of  Ephefus.    The  de- 
fpotic  primate  of  Afia  difpofed  of  the  ready  fuccours  of  thirty  or  forty 
epifcopal  votes  :  a  crowd  of  peafants,  the  flaves  of  the  church,  was 
poured  into  the  city  to  fupport  with  blows  and  clamours  a  meta- 
physeal argument ;  and  the  people  zealoufly  afTerted  the  honour  of 
the  virgin,  whofe  body  repofed  within  the  walls  of  Ephefus41.  The 
fleet  which  had  tranfported  Cyril  from  Alexandria  was  laden  with 
the  riches  of  Egypt ;  and  he  difembarked  a  numerous  body  of  ma- 
riners, flaves,  and  fanatics,  enlifted  with  blind  obedience  under  the 
banner  of  St.  Mark  and  the  mother  of  God.    The  fathers,  and  even 
the  guards,  of  the  council  were  awed  by  this  martial  array ;  the  ad- 
verfaries  of  Cyril  and  Mary  were  infulted  in  the  ftreets,  or  threatened 
in  their  houfes ;  his  eloquence  and  liberality  made  a  daily  encreafe 
in  the  number  of  his  adherents  ;  and  the  Egyptian  foon  computed 

41  The  Chriftians  of  the  four  firft  centuries  pulchre,  as  it  was  fhewn  to  the  pilgrims,  pro- 
were  ignorant  of  the  death  and  burial  of  duced  the  fable  of  her  refurre&ion  and  af- 
Mary.  The  tradition  of  Ephefus  is  affirmed  fumption,  in  which  the  Greek  and  Latin, 
by  the  fynod  (Ev9a  S  8so;\oyo;  luan-nu  *«i  »'  8soto-  churches  have  pioufly  acquiefced.  See  Ba- 
*«;  trapOsivt  v  ccyia.  Mapa.  Concil.  torn.  iii.  ronius  (Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  48,  N°  6,  &c.) 
p.  1102.);  yet  it  has  been  fuperfeded  by  and  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  i.  p.  467 
the  claim  of  Jerufalem  ;  and  her  empty  fe-  — 477-)  • 
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c  H  ;\  p-  that  he  might  command  the  attendance  and  the  voices  of  two  hun- 

*— — v  '   dred  biihops43.     But  the  author  of  the  twelve  anathemas  forefaw 

and  dreaded  the  oppofition  of  John  of  Antioch,  who,  with  a  fmall, 
though  refpectable,  train  of  metropolitans  and  divines,  was  advan- 
cing by  flow  journies  from  the  diftant  capital  of  the  Eaft.  Impatient 
of  a  delay  which  he  Stigmatized  as  voluntary  and  culpable 44,  Cyril 
announced  the  opening  of  the  fynod  fixteen  days  after  the  feftival 
of  Pentecoft.  Neftorius,  who  depended  on  the  near  approach  of 
his  Eaftern  friends;  perfifted  like  his  predecefibr  Chryfoftom,  to  dis- 
claim the  jurisdiction  and  to  difobey  the  fummons  of  his  enemies  : 
they  haftened  his  trial,  and  his  accufer  prefided  in  the  feat  of  judg- 
ment. Sixty-eight  bifliops,  twenty-two  of  metropolitan  rank,  de- 
fended his  caufe  by  a  modeft  and  temperate  proteft :  they  were 
excluded  from  the  counfels  of  their  brethren.  Candidian,  in  the 
emperor's  name,  requefted  a  delay  of  four  days  :  the  profane  ma- 
gistrate was  driven  with  outrage  and  infult  from  the  aflembly  of  the 
Condemna-  faints.  The  whole  of  this  momentous  tranfaclion  was  crowded  into 
Neilorius,  the  compafs  of  a  fummer's  day :  the  bifhops  delivered  their  feparate 
June  22.  opinions;  but  the  uniformity  of  ftyle  reveals  the  influence  or  the 
hand  of  a  mafter,  who  has  been  accufed  of  corrupting  the  public 
evidence  of  their  ads  and  fubfcriptions45.     Without  a.dhTenting 

43  The  Acts  of  Chalcedon  (Concil.  torn.  iv.  compare  the  fpeed  of  an  army,  a  fynod,  and 
p.  140; .  1408.)  exhibit  a  lively  piclare  of  the  a  caravan.  John  of  Antioch  is  reju&antly 
blind,  obltinate  fervitude  of  the  bilhops  of  acquitted  by  Tillemont  himlelf  (Mem.  Ec- 
Egypt  to  their  patriarch.  clef.  torn.  xiv.  p.  586  —  389.). 

44  Civil  or  ecclefiaftical  bufinefs  detained  45  M.iy*p*funi  kxtx  to  to.  e»  E^es-a/ 
the  bifhops  at  Antioch  till  the  ibth  of  May.  owriSwai  V7ai*.w!;.x.r a.  ^a-.e-yia.  0;  xxi  rm  afoea\uf 
Ephefus  was  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  days  xzhojwi*  KupXAs  T.j^a^Wo?.  Evagrius,  1.  i. 
journey;  and  ten  days  more  may  be  fairly  c.  7.  The  fame  imputation  was  urged  by 
allowed  for  accidents  and  repofe.  The  march  count  Irena:us  (torn.  iii.  p.  1249.) ;  and  the 
of  Xenophon  over  the  fame  ground  enume-  orthodox  critics  do  not  find  it  an  eafy  talk  to 
rates  above  260  parafangs  or  leagues;  and  defend  the  purity  of  the  Greek  or  Latin  co- 
this  meafure  might  be  illullraced  from  ancient  pies  of  the  Afts. 

and  modern  itineraries,  if  I -knew  how  to 

voice. 
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voice,  they  recognized  in  the  epiftles  of  Cyril,  the  Nicene  creed  and  CHAP. 

the  doctrine  of  the  fathers  :  but  the  partial  extracts  from  the  letters  ' — -v  ' 

and  homilies  of  Neftorius  were  interrupted  by  curfes  and  anathemas  : 
and  the  heretic  was  degraded  from  his  epifcopal  and  ecclefiaftical 
dignity.  The  fentence,  malicioufly  infcribed  to  the  new  Judas,  was 
affixed  and  proclaimed  in  the  ftreets  of  Ephefus  :  the  weary  prelates, 
as  they  iffued  from  the  church  of  the  mother  of  God,  were  faluted 
as  her  champions ;  and  her  victory  was  celebrated  by  the  illumina- 
tions, the  fongs,  and  the  tumult  of  the  night. 

On  the  fifth  day,  the  triumph  was  clouded  by  the  arrival  and  in-  Oppofitionof 

theOrientals, 

dignation  of  the  Eaftern  bifhops.  In  a  chamber  of  the  inn,  before  June  27,  &c. 
he  had  wiped  the  duft  from  his  fhoes,  John  of  Antioch  gave  audience 
to  Candidian  the  Imperial  minifter  ;  who  related  his  ineffectual 
efforts  to  prevent,  or  to  annul  the  hafty  violence  of  the  Egyptian. 
With  equal  hafte  and  violence,  the  Oriental  fynod  of  fifty  bifhops 
degraded  Cyril  and  Memnon  from  their  epifcopal  honours,  con- 
demned, in  the  twelve  anathemas,  the  pureft  venom  of  the  Apolli- 
narian  herefy,  and  defcribed  the  Alexandrian  primate  as  a  monfter, 
born  and  educated  for  the  deftruction  of  the  church  *6-.  His  throne 
was  diftant  and  inacceffible  ;  but  they  inftantly  refolved  to  beftow 
on  the  flock  of  Ephefus  the  bleffing  of  a  faithful  fhepherd.  By  the 
vigilance  of  Memnon,  the  churches  were  fhut  againit  them,  and  a 
ftrong  garrifon  was  thrown  into  the  cathedral.  The  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Candidian,  advanced  to  the  aflault ;  the  outguards 
were  routed  and  put  to  the  fword,  but  the  place  was  impregnable  : 
the  befiegers  retired  ;  their  retreat  was  purfued  by  a  vigorous  fally ; 
they  loft  their  horfes,  and  many  of  the  foldiers  were  dangeroufly 

46  'o  h  rar  a\,0,y  rvi  sixAwnaoi  t:v6,;,-  kzi    founded  with  the  genuine  fenfe  which  re- 
TpaQuf.    After  the  coalition  of  John  ar.d  Cy-    fpeclable  enemies  entertain  of  each  ether's 
ril,  thefe  inveflives.were  mutually  forgotten,    merit  (Condi,  torn.  iii.  p.  1244.). 
The  flyle  of  declamation  mull  never  be  con- 

.  «  wounded 
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CHAP.  Wounded  with  clubs  and  ftones.    Ephefus,  the  city  of  the  Virgin, 

xlvil  .  ... 

v.,  -u  ;  was  defiled  with  rage  and  clamour,  with  fedition  and  blood  ;  the 

rival  fynods  darted  anathemas  and  excommunications  from  their 
fpiritual  engines  ;  and  the  court  of  Theodofius  was  perplexed  by  the 
adverfe  and  contradictory  narratives  of  the  Syrian  and  Egyptian 
factions.  During  a  bufy  period  of  three  months,  the  emperor  tried 
every  method,  except  the  moft  effectual  means  of  indifference  and 
contempt,  to  reconcile  this  theological  quarrel.  He  attempted  to  re- 
move or  intimidate  the  leaders  by  a  common  fentence  of  acquittal 
or  condemnation  ;  he  inverted  his  reprefentatives  at  Ephefus  with 
ample  power  and  military  force  :  he  fummoned  from  either  party- 
eight  cholen  deputies  to  a  free  and  candid  conference  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  capital,  far  from  the  contagion  of  popular  frenzy. 
But  the  Orientals  refufed  to  yield,  and  the  Catholics,  proud  of  their 
numbers  and  of  their  Latin  allies,  rejected  all  terms  of  union  or  to- 
leration. The  patience  of  the  meek  Theodofius  was  provoked,  and 
he  diffolved  in  anger  this  epifcopal  tumult,  which  at  the  diftance  of 
thirteen  centuries  affumes  the  venerable  afpect  of  the  third  oecume- 
nical council 47.  "  God  is  my  witnefs,"  faid  the  pious  prince,  "  that 
"  I  am  not  the  author  of  this  confufion.  His  providence  will  dif- 
"  cern  and  punifh  the  guilty.  Return  to  your  provinces,  and  may 
"  your  private  virtues  repair  the  mifchief  and  fcandal  of  your  meet- 
"  ing."  They  returned  to  their  provinces  ;  but  the  fame  paflions 
which  had  diftracted  the  fynod  of  Ephefus  were  diffufed  over  the 
Eaftern  world.  After  three  obftinate  and  equal  campaigns,  John  of 
Antioch  and  Cyril  of  Alexandria  condefcended  to  explain  and  em- 

47  See  the  Acts  of  the  Synod  of  Ephefus,  clefiaftical  Hiftories  of  Socrates  (1.  vii.  c.  34.) 

in  the  original  Greek,  and  a  Latin  verfion  al-  and  Evagrius  (I.  i.  c.  3,  4,  5.),  and  the  Bre- 

moft  contemporary  (Concil.  torn.  iii.  p.  991  viary  of  Liberatus  (in  Concil.  torn.  vi.  p.  419 

—  1 339.  with  the  Synodicon  adverfus  Tragae-  — 459.  c.  5,  6.),  and  the  Memoires  Ecclef. 

diam  Irenaei,  torn.  iv.  p.  235 — 497. ),  the  Ec-  of  Tillemont  (torn.  xiv.  p.  377 — 487.). 

*  brace : 
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brace :  but  their  feeming  re-union  muft  be  imputed  rather  to  pru-  CHAP. 

dence  than  to  reafon,  to  the  mutual  laffitude  rather  than  to  the  t  '       *  * 

Chriftian  charity  of  the  patriarchs. 

The  Byzantine  pontiff  had  inftilled  into  the  royal  ear  a  baleful  Viaoryof 

prejudice  againft  the  character  and  conduct  of  his  Egyptian  rival.  a.'d. 

An  epiftle  of  menace  and  invective48,  which  accompanied  the  fum- 

mons,  accufed  him  as  a  bufy,  infoknt,  and  envious  prieft,  who 
perplexed  the  fimplicity  of  the  faith,  violated  the  peace  of  the  church 
and  ftate,  and,  by  his  artful  and  feparate  addrefles  to  the  wife  and 
fifter  of  Theodofius,  prefumed  to  fuppofe,  or  to  fcatter,  the  feeds  of 
difcord  in  the  Imperial  family.    At  the  ftern  command  of  his  fo- 
vereign,  Cyril  had  repaired  to  Ephefus,  where  he  was  refifted, 
threatened,  and  confined,  by  the  magiftrates  in  the  intereft  of  Nef- 
torius  and  the  Orientals;  who  aflembled  the  troops  of  Lydia  and 
Ionia  to  fupprefs  the  fanatic  and  diforderly  train  of  the  patriarch. 
Without  expecting  the  royal  licence,  he  efcaped  from  his  guards, 
precipitately  embarked,  deferted  the  imperfect:  fynod,  and  retired  to 
his  epifcopal  fortrefs  of  fafety  and  independence.    But  his  artful 
emiflaries,  both  in  the  court  and  city,  fuccefsfully  laboured  to  appeafe 
the  refentment,  and  to  conciliate  the  favour,  of  the  emperor.  The 
feeble  fon  of  Arcadius  was  alternately  fwayed  by  his  wife  and  fifter, 
by  the  eunuchs  and  women,  of  the  palace :  fuperftition  and  avarice 
were  their  ruling  paffions ;  and  the  orthodox  chiefs  were  affiduous  in 
their  endeavours  to  alarm  the  former  and  to  gratify  the  latter. 
Conftantinople  and  the  fuburbs  were  fanctified  with  frequent  mo- 

48  Tafa-xw  (fays  the  emperor  in  pointed    t«  re  rav  fzatr&.iwt  f4.ito.zi>  x^pQ"  £«*£<r9«i,  J? 

language)    to  yi  tin  travru,  xai  xwfurfAov  r«i{     a*  a^opju.^;  irceeti  iv^Mf4.r,aiu^.    I  fliould  be 

£«*:Xr,j-iai?  £f*)3i^Xnxa?  •  .  .  .. Bfoavrefat  8p/*«s  curious  to  know  how  much  Ne/torius  paid 
vfeitanie  f4.xM.ot  n  ccxfiPuizi .  .  .  .  x«i  orctxiAta;    for  thefe  expreflions,  fo  mortifying  to  his 

fAaX\G»  TUTvt  r.f4.it  ufxnar.c  mrsy  aTrMrr.Toi;  .....  rival. 
g-avTo;  fiaKkm  %  tepuf  •  •  •  •  ts  T!  rat  exr.\>mw% 

8  naileries, 
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CJr\ni  l>'  naftei*ie?)  an(l  the  holy  abbots,  Dalmatius  and  Eutyches4',  had  de- 
-v  ->  voted  their  zeal  and  fidelity  to  the  caufe  of  Cyril,  the  worfhip  of 

4 

Marv,  and  the  unity  of  Chrift.  From  the  firft  moment  of  their 
monaiiic  life,  they  had  never  mingled  with  the  world,  or  trod  the 
profane  ground  of  the  city.  But  in  this  awful  moment  of  the  dan- 
ger of  the  church,  their  vow  was  fuperfeded  by  a  more  fublime  and 
indifpenfable  duty.  At  the  head  of  a  long  order  of  monks  and 
hermits,  who  carried  burning  tapers  in  their  hands,  and  chaunted 
litanies  to  the  mother  of  God,  they  proceeded  from  their  monafteries 
to  the  palace.  The  people  was  edified  and  inflamed  by  this  extra- 
ordinary fpe&acle,  and  the  trembling  monarch  liftened  to  the 
prayers  and  adjurations  of  the  faints,  who  boldly  pronounced,  that 
none  could  hope  for  falvation,  unlefs  they  embraced  the  perfon  and 
the  creed  of  the  orthodox  fucceffor  of  Athanafius.  At  the  fame 
time  every  avenue  of  the  throne  was  affaulted  with  gold.  Under 
the  decent  names  of  eulogies  and  bencdiclions,  the  courtiers  of  both 
fexes  were  bribed  according  to  the  meafure  of  their  power  and  rapa- 
cioufnefs.  But  their  incefTant  demands  defpoiled  the  fanctuaries  of 
Conftantinople  and  Alexandria ;  and  the  authority  of  the  patriarch 
was  unable  to  filence  the  juft  murmur  of  his  clergy,  that  a  debt  of 
fixty  thoufand  pounds  had  already  been  contracted  to  fupport  the 
expence  of  this  fcandalous  corruption 50.    Pulcheria,  who  relieved 

49  Eutyches,  the  herefiarch  Eutyches,  is  nunc  ei  fcriptum  eft  ut  praeftet ;  fed  de  tua 

honourably  named  by  Cyril  as  a  friend,  a  ecclefia  prasfta  avaritix  quorum  nofti,  &c. 

faint,  and  the  ftrenuous  defender  of  the  faith.  This  curious  and  original  letter,  from  Cyril's 

His  brother,  the  abbot  Dalmatius,  is  like-  archdeacon  to  his  creature  the  new  bilhop  of 

wife  employed  to  bind  the  emperor  and  all  Conftantinople,  has  been  unaccountably  pre- 

his  chamberlains  terribili  conjuratione.    Sy-  ferved  in  an  old  Latin  verfion  (Synodicon, 

nodicon,  c.  203.  in  Concil.  torn.  iv.  p.  467.  c.  203.     Concil.  torn.  iv.  p.  4.65 — 468.). 

5<J  Clerici  qui  hie  funt  cor.triftantur,  quod  The  malk  is  almoft  dropped,  and  the  faints 

ecclefia  Alexandrina  nudata  fit  hnjus  caufa  fpeak  the  honeft  language  of  intereft  and 

turbelas:  et  debet  praster  ilia  quae  hinc  tranf-  confederacy, 
miftli  fint  auri  libras  milk  quingentas.  Et 

7  her 
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her  brother  from  the  weight  of  an  empire,  was  the  firmed  pillar  of  c  H  rA  p- 

AL  V  i  1  • 

orthodoxy ;  and  fo  intimate  was  the  alliance  between  the  thunders  of   n  1 

the  fynod  and  the  whifpers  of  the  court,  that  Cyril  was  aflured  of 
fuccefs  if  he  could  difplace  one  eunuch,  and  fubftitute  another  in 
the  favour  of  Theodofius.  Yet  the  Egyptian  could  not  boaft  of  a 
glorious  or  decifive  victory.  The  emperor,  with  unaccuftomed 
iirmnefs,  adhered  to  his  promife  of  protecting  the  innocence  of  the 
Oriental  bifhops;  and  Cyril  foftened  his  anathemas,  and  confelTed, 
with  ambiguity  and  reluctance,  a  twofold  nature  of  Chrift,  before 
he  was  permitted  to  fatiate  his  revenge  againft  the  unfortunate 
Neftorius". 

The  rafti  and  obftinate  Neftorius,  before  the  end  of  the  fynod,  Exile  of 

Neftorius, 

was  oppreffed  by  Cyril,  betrayed  by  the  court,  and  faintly  fupported  A.  D.  435. 
by  his  Eaftern  friends.  A  fentiment  of  fear  or  indignation  prompt- 
ed him,  while  it  was  yet  time,  to  affect  the  glory  of  a  voluntary 
abdication51:  his  wifh,  or  at  leaft  his  requeft,  was  readily  granted ; 
he  was  conducted  with  honour  from  Ephefus  to  his  old  monaftery 
of  Antioch  ;  and,  after  a  fhort  paufe,  his  fucceflbrs,  Maximian  and 
Proclus,  were  acknowledged  as  the  lawful  bifhops  of  Conftantinople. 
But  in  the  lilence  of  his  cell,  the  degraded  patriarch  could  no  longer 
refume  the  innocence  and  fecurity  of  a  private  monk.  The  paft 
he  regretted,  he  was  difcontented  with  the  prefent,  and  the  future 
he  had  reafon  to  dread:  the  Oriental  bifhops  fuccemvely  difengaged 
their  caufe  from  his  unpopular  name,  and  each  day  decreafed  the 

'*  Thz  tedious  negociations  that  fucceeded  fenfe  and  falfehood  in  a  few  lines, 
the  fynod  of  Ephefus  are  dilFufely  related  in       51   Aprs  re  avhrfrw:,    vrfrpaxn  kxtx  to 

the  original  Acts  (Concil.  tom.iii.  p.  1339  oikuoi  nraictfyvaai  poiarc ■  ten.     Evagrius,  I.  i. 

 1771.  ad  fin.  vol.  and  the  Synodicon,  in  c.  7.    The  original  letters  in  the  Synodicon 

torn,  iv.),  Socrates  (1.  vii.  c.  28.  35.  40,  41.),  (c.  15.  24,  25,  26.)  juftify  the  appearance  of 

Evagrius  (1.  i.  c.  6,  7,  8.  12.),  Liberatus  a  voluntary  refignation,  which  is  aflerted  by 

(c.  7  -io.)i  Tillemont  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  Ebed-Jefu,  a  Nellorian  writer,    apud  Af- 

xiv.  p.  487  — 676.).    The  moft  patient  reader  feman,  Bibliot.  Oriental,  tom.iii.  p.  299. 

will  thank  me  for  comprefling  fo  much  non-  302. 
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C  v?i/iT  P'  num^er  °f  tne  fchifmatics  who  revered  Neftorius  as  the  confeflbr  of 
i»  the  faith.    After  a  refidence  at  Antioch  of  four  years,  the  hand  of 

Theodofms  fubfcribed  an  edict which  ranked  him  with  Simon 
the  magician,  profcribed  his  opinions  and  followers,  condemned  his 
writings  to  the  flames,  and  banifhed  his  perfon  firft  to  Petra  in 
Arabia,  and  at  length  to  Oafis,  one  of  the  'iflands  of  the  Libyan 
defert54.  Secluded  from  the  church  and  from  the  world,  the  exile 
was  ftill  purfued  by  the  rage  of  bigotry  and  war.  A  wandering 
tribe  of  the  Blemmycs  or  Nubians,  invaded  his  folitary  prifon : 
in  their  retreat  they  difmifled  a  crowd  of  ufelefs  captives;  but  no 
fooner  had  Neftorius  reached  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  than  he  would 
gladly  have  efcaped  from  a  Roman  and  orthodox  city  to  the  milder 
fervitude  of  the  favages.  His  flight  was  puniftied  as  a  new  crime; 
the  foul  of  the  patriarch  infpired  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  powers 
of  Egypt;  the  magiftrates,  the  foldiers,  the  monks,  devoutly  tor- 
tured the  enemy  of  Chrift  and  St.  Cyril ;  and,  as  far  as  the  confines 
of  ./Ethiopia,  the  heretic  was  alternately  dragged  and  recalled,  till  his 
aged  body  was  broken  by  the  hardfhips  and  accidents  of  thefe  re- 
iterated journies.  Yet  his  mind  was  ftill  independent  and  erect ; 
the  prefident  of  Thebais  was  awed  by  his  paftoral  letters ;  he 
furvived  the  Catholic  tyrant  of  Alexandria,  and,  after  fixteen  years 
banifhment,  the  fynod  of  Chalcedon  would  perhaps  have  reftored 

53  See  the  Imperial  letters  in  the  Afb  of  leg.  7.)  to  thofe  happy  fpots  which  are  dif- 

the  Synod  of   Ephefus  (Conci!.    torn.  iii.  criminated  by  water  and  verdure  from  the  1A- 

p.  1730— 1735.)-  odious  name  of  Si-  byan  fands.    Three  of  thefe  under  the  com- 

monians,  which  was  affixed  to  the  difciples  of  mon  name  of  Oafis,  or  Alvahat :    1.  The 

this  T£f<xTo.-Ja?  hlpujKa>.ict:,  was  defigned  a;  a>  temple  of  Jupiter  Ammon.    2.  The  middle 

»»£i2W»  jrfs^U)6»ri(  eutrnof  C*a[uMm  Tt/*wpa»  rm  Oafis,  three  days  journey  to  the  weft  of  Ly- 

a^«fT»;ftaTa>,    xy.i  pr.re  £o,rn*«   t^wftuq,  /*>•/«  copolis.    3.  The  fouthern,  where  Neftorius 

6amT<z«  «Tif*ia;  £*tc?  vir<&fw».   Yet  thefe  were  was  banifhed,  in  the  firft  climate,  and  only 

Chriftians!  who  differed  only  in  names  and  three  days  journey  from  the  confines  of  Nu- 

in  ftiadows.  b'ia>    See  a  learned  Note  of  Michaelis  (ad 

s+  The  metaphor  of  iflands  is  applied  by  Defcript.  -<Egypt.  Abulfedae,  p.  21—34.). 
the  grave  civilians  (Pandec~l.  1.  xlviii.  tit.  22. 

him 
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him  to  the  honours,  or  at  leaft  to  the  communion,  of  the  church.  C  H  A 

XLVH. 

The  death  of  Neftorius  prevented  his  obedience  to  their  welcome  v 
fummons  55 ;  and  his  difeafe  might  afford  fome  colour  to  the  fcandal- 
ous  report,  that  his  tongue,  the  organ  of  blalphemy,  had  been  eaten 
by  the  worms.  He  was  buried  in  a  city  of  Upper  Egypt,  known 
by  the  names  of  Chemnis,  or  Panopclis,  or  Akmim56;  but  the  im- 
mortal malice  of  the  Jacobites  has  perfevered  for  ages  to  caft  flones 
againft  his  fepulchre,  and  to  propagate  the  fooliih  tradition,  that  it 
was  never  watered  by  the  rain  of  heaven,  which  equally  defcends  on 
the  righteous  and  the  ungodly  Humanity  may  drop  a  tear  on  the 
fate  of  Neftorius :  yet  juftice  muft  obferve,  that  he  fuffered  the  per- 
fection which  he  had  approved  and  infii&ed58. 

The  death  of  the  Alexandrian  primate,  after  a  reign  of  thirty-  Hen  <y  of 
two  years,  abandoned  the  Catholics  to  the  intemperance  of  zeal  and  a^d^s. 
the  abufe  of  victory 59.     The  monophyfite  do&rine  (one  incarnate 


55  The  invitation  of  Neftorius  to  the  fynod 
of  Chakedon,  is  related  by  Zacharias,  bi- 
lhop  of  Melitene  (Evagrius,  I.  ii.  c.  2.  Affe- 
man,  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  ii.  p.  55. )>  an^  trie 
famous  Xenaias  or  Philoxenus,  bifhop  of  Hie- 
rapolis  (Afteman,  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  ii. 
p.  40,  &c),  denied  by  Evagrius  and  Afte- 
man, and  ftoutly  maintained  by  La  Croze 
(Thefaur.  Epiftol.  torn.  iii.  p.  i3i,  &c). 
The  fa&  is  not  improbable ;  yet  it  was  the 
intereft  of  the  Monophyfites  to  fpread  the  in- 
vidious report ;  and  Eutychius  (torn.  ii.  p.  12.) 
affirms,  that  Neftorius  died  after  an  exile  of  fe- 
ven  years,  and  confequently  ten  years  before 
the  lyncd  cf  Chakedon. 

s6  Confult  d'Anville  (Memcire  fur  1'E- 
gypte,  p.  191 . ),  Pocock  (Defcription  of  the 
Eaft,  vol.  i.  p.  76.),  Abulftda  (Defcript. 
j*Egypt.  p.  14.)  and  his  commentator  Mi- 
chaelis  (Not.  p.  78 — S3.),  and  the  Nubian 
Geographer  (p.  42.),  who  mentions,  in  the 
xii:h  century,  the  ruins  and  the  fugar-canes 
of  Akmim. 


57  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  12.)  and 
Gregory  Bar-Hebrseus,  or  Abulpharagius 
(Afteman,  torn.  ii.  p.  316.),  reprefent  the 
credulity  of  the  xth  and  xiiith  centuries. 

58  We  are  obliged  to  Evagrius  (1.  i.  c.  7.) 
for  fome  extra&s  from  the  letters  of  Nefto- 
rius;  but  the  lively  picT.:re  of  his  fufferings 
is  treated  with  infult  by  the  hard  and  ftupid 
fanatic. 

59  Dixi  CyriJhm  dum  viveret,  audoricate 
fua.  effecifte,  ne  Eutychianifnus  et  Mono- 
phyfitarum  error  in  nervum  erumperet :  id- 
que  verum  puto  .  .  .  aiiquo  .  .  .  honefto  modo 
n-a\nuha.-j  cecinerat.  The  learned  but  cau- 
tious jablunfki  did  not  always  fpeak  the 
whole  truth.  Cum  Cyrillo  lenius  omnino 
egi,  quam  ft  tecum  aut  cum  aliis  rei  hujus 
probe  gnaris  et  acquis  return  aeftiniaroribus 
fermones  privates  conferrem.  (Thefaur.  Epif- 
tol. La  Crozian.  com.  i.  p.  197,  198.),  an  ex- 
cellent key  to  his  diflertatiens  on  the  Ncfto- 
riaa  controverfy ! 
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C  H  A  P.  nature)  was  rigoroufly  preached  in  the  churches  of  Egypt  and  the 

XL*  VI  I.  t 
«,_.  -n.- — t   monaflcrics  of  the  Eaft  ;  the  primitive  creed  of  Apollinaris  was  pro- 

tccted  by  the  fandtity  of  Cyril ;  and  the  name  of  Eutyches,  his  ve- 
nerable friend,  has  been  applied  to  the  feci;  moft  adverfe  to  the  Sy- 
rian herefy  of  Neftorius.    His  rival  Eutyches  was  the  abbot,  or 
archimandrite,  or  fupcrior  of  three  hundred  monks,  but  the  opinions 
of  a  fimple  and  illiterate  reclufe  might  have  expired  in  the  cell,  where 
he  had  llept  above  feventy  years,  if  the  refentmcnt  or  indifcretion  of 
Flavian  the  Byzantine  pontiff,  had  not  expofed  the  fcandal  to  the 
eyes  of  the  Chriftian  world.    His  domeftic  fynod  was  inftantly  con- 
vened, their  proceedings  were  fullied  with  clamour  and  artifice,  and 
the  aged  heretic  was  furprifed  into  a  feeming  confeffion,  that  Chrift 
had  not  derived  his  body  from  the  fubftance  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 
From  their  partial  decree,  Eutyches  appealed  to  a  general  council ; 
and  his  caufe  was  vigoroufly  afTerted  by  his  godfon  Chryfaphius,  the 
reigning  eunuch  of  the'  palace,  and  his  accomplice  Diofcorus,  who 
had  fuccceded  to  the  throne,  the  creed,  the  talents,  and  the  vices 
Second        of  the  nephew  of  Theophilus.    By  the  fpecial  fummons  of  Theo- 
Epbefus?       dolius,  the  fecond  fynod  of  Ephefus  was  judicioufly  compofed  of 
A.  1).  4^9,    tcn  metropolitans  and  ten  bifliops  from  each  of  the  fix  diocefes  of 
ii>  the  Eaftern  empire:  fome  exceptions  of  favour  or  merit  enlarged 

the  number  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-five;  and  the  Syrian  Bar- 
fumas,  as  the  chief  and  representative  of  the  monks,  was  invited  to 
fit  and  vote  with  the  fucceilbrs  of  the  apoftles.  But  the  defpotifm  of 
v  the  Alexandrian  patriarch  again  opprefFed  the  freedom  of  debate  :  the 
fame  fpiritual  and  carnal  weapons  were  again  drawn  from  the  arfenals  of 
Egypt;  the  Aiiatic  veterans,  a  band  of  archers,  ferved  under  the  orders 
of  Diofcorus;  and  the  more  formidable  monks,  whole  minds  were  in- 
acccllible  to  reafon  or  mercy,  befieged  the  doors  of  the  cathedral.  The 
general,  and,  as  it  fliould  fecm,thc  unconftraincd  voice  of  the  fathers, 
accepted  the  faith  and  even  the  anathemas  of  Cyril ;  and  the  herefy 

of 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  SC- 

of  the  two  natures  was  formally  condemned  in  the  perfons  and  writ-  CHAP. 

...  XLVIJ. 
ings  of  the  mod  learned  Orientals.    "  May  thofe  who  divide  Chrift,  <  »  ' 

"  be  divided  with  the  fword,  may  they  be  hewn  in  pieces,  may 
"  they  be  burnt  alive  !"  were  the  charitable  wifhes  of  a  Chriftian 
fynod63.  The  innocence  and  fandtity  of  Eutyches  were  acknow- 
ledged without  hefitation  ;  but  the  prelates,  more  efpecially  thofe  of 
Thrace  and  Afia,  were  unwilling  to  depofe  their  patriarch  for  the 
ufe  or  even  the  abufe  of  his  lawful  jurifditlion.  They  embraced 
the  knees  of  Diofcorus,  as  he  ftood  with  a  threatening  afpecl:  on  the 
footftool  of  his  throne,  and  conjured  him  to  forgive  the  ofTences, 
and  to  refpect  the  dignity,  of  his  brother.  "  Do  you  mean  to  raife 
"  a  fedition?"  exclaimed  the  relcntlels  tyrant.  "  Where  are  the 
"  officers  ?"  At  thefe  words  a  furious  multitude  of  monks  and  fol- 
diers,  with  ftaves,  and  fwords,  and  chains,  burn:  into  the  church  : 
the  trembling  bifhops  hid  themfelvcs  behind  the  altar,  or  under  the 
benches,  and  as  they  were  not  infpired  with  the  zeal  of  martyrdom, 
they  fucceflively  fubferibed  a  blank  paper,  which  was  afterwards  filled 
with  the  condemnation  of  the  Byzantine  pontiff.  Flavian  was  in- 
ftantly  delivered  to  the  wild-beafts  of  this  fpiritual  amphitheatre  : 
the  monks  were  Simulated  by  the  voice  and  example  of  Barfumas 
to  avenge  the  injuries  of  Chrift:  it  is  faid  that  the  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria reviled,  and  buffeted,  and  kicked,  and  trampled  his  brother  of 
Confiantinople6'  :  it  is  certain,  that  the  vicYiro,  before  he  could  reach 

the 

60  H  ayta  vuvoibt  tv»trt  cifcv,  xc.vffov  Evdi0Mr»-  e'  EP.iys  &  (Eufebius,  blfhop  of  Dory- 
il'j;  £w»  *«»)  «to;  u;  Svo  yuvrat,   v{  t\u?i>7i  Ixum)    Tji    QjuifitXfQt    km    oh'/.xiui;    arxit  Iv-xi 

purS-n  n;  ?,iyn  i-jo  uixQipet.     At  the  re-    irfic  AiocrxofU  u&lflMW  n  *at  heueh^ofAuu  :  and 

queft  of  Diofcorus,  thofe  who  were  notable  this  teflimony  of  Evagiius  (I.  ii.  c.  2.)  is 
to  roar  (2^.<ra.t),  ftreiched  out  their  hands,  amplified  by  the  hillorian  Zonaras  (torn.  ii. 
At  Chalcedon,  the  Orientals  difclaimed  thefe  I.  xiii.  p.  44.),  who  afiirms  that  Diofcorus 
exclamations ;  but  the  Egyptian!  more  con-  kicked  like  a  wild  afs.  But  the  language  of 
fiftently  declared  t«wx  ita?  tit,  nn'^n  iai  Libcratus  (Brev.  c.  12.  in  Concil.  torn.  vi. 
tvt  *Mftp  »  (Conci!.  torn.  iv.  p.  ioiz).  p.  438.)  is  more  cautious  ;  anJ  the  Acls  of 

1  Cluicedon, 
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C  vf  wr  P*  tne  P^ace  °*  h*ls  exlle>  expired  on  the  third  day,  of  the  wounds  and 

a  L.  V  X  L  ■ 

v- — v — »  bruifes  which  he  had  received  at  Ephefus.  This  fecond  fynod  has 
been  juftly  branded  as  a  gang  of  robbers  and  affaffins  j  yet  the  ac- 
cufers  of  Diofcorus  would  magnify  his  violence,  to  alleviate  the 
cowardice  and  inconftancy  of  their  own  behaviour. 

Chakedoif  "^ne  ^a'tn  °^  ^SyP1  prevailed  :  but  the  vanquifhed  party  was 
A.  D.  451,    fupported  by  the  fame  pope  who  encountered  without  fear  the  hoftile 

Odober  8—        1  r      r         •  ^  r 

November  1.  rage  of  Attila  and  Genferic.  The  theology  of  Leo,  his  famous 
tome  or  epiftle  on  the  myftery  of  the  incarnation,  had  been  disre- 
garded by  the  fynod  of  Ephefus  :  his  authority,  and  that  of  the 
Latin  church,  was  infulted  in  his  legates,  who  elcaped  from  llavery 
and  death  to  relate  the  melancholy  tale  of  the  tyranny  of  Diofcorus 
and  the  martyrdom  of  Flavian.  His  provincial  fynod  annulled  the 
irregular  proceedings  of  Ephefus  ;  but  as  this  ftep  was  itfelf  irre- 
gular, he  folicited  the  convocation  of  a  general  council  in  the  free 
and  orthodox  provinces  of  Italy.  From  his  independent  throne, 
the  Roman  bimop  fpoke  and  acted  without  danger,  as  the  head  of 
the  Chriftians,  and  his  dictates  were  obfequioufly  tranfcribed  by 
Placidia  and  her  fon  Valentinian  ;  who  addrefTed  their  Eaftern  col- 
league to  reftore  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  church.  But  the  pageant 
of  Oriental  royalty  was  moved  with  equal  dexterity  by  the  hand  of 
the  eunuch ;  and  Theodofius  could  pronounce,  without  hefitation, 
that  the  church  was  already  peaceful  and  triumphant,  and  that  the 
recent  flame  had  been  extinguished  by  the  juft  punifhment  of  the 
Neftorians.  Perhaps  the  Greeks  would  be  ftill  involved  in  the  herefy 
of  the  Monophyfites,  if  the  emperor's  horfe  had  not  fortunately 
ftumbled  ;  Theodofius  expired  ;  his  orthodox  fifler,  Pulcheria,  with 
a  nominal  hufband,  fucceeded  to  the  throne  j  Chryfaphius  was  burnt, 

Chalcedon,  which  lavifh  the  names  of  bomi~  ticularly  accufed — sc-pafs  tov  /*a*afior  QXavteuav 
tide,  Cain,  &c.  do  not  juftify  lb  pointed  a  avros  trwe  xoci  th-yi,  c-fziot  (Concil.  torn.  iv. 
charge.    The  monk  Barfumas  is  more  par-    p.  1413.). 

2  Diofcorus 
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Diofcorus  was  difgraced,  the  exiles  were  recalled,  and  the  tome  of  c  H  A  p« 

XL  VII» 

Leo  was  fubfcribed  by  the  Oriental  bifhops.  Yet  the  pope  was  dif- 
appointed  in  his  favourite  project  of  a  Latin  council ;  he  difdained 
to  prefide  in  the  Greek  fynod,  which  was  fpeedily  affembled  at  Nice 
in  Bithynia  ;  his  legates  required  in  a  peremptory  tone  the  prefence 
cf  the  emperor ;  and  the  weary  fathers  were  tranfported  to  Chal- 
cedon  under  the  immediate  eye  of  Marcian  and  the  fenate  of  Con- 
ftantincple.  A  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Thracian  Bofphorus,  the 
church  of  St.  Euphemia  was  built  on  the  fummit  of  a  gentle  though 
lofty  afcent :  the  triple  ftructure  was  celebrated  as  a  prodigy  of  art, 
and  the  boundlefs  profpecl:  of  the  land  and  fea  might  have  raifed  the 
mind  of  a  feclary  to  the  contemplation  of  the  God  of  the  univerfe. 
Six  hundred  and  thirty  bifhops  were  ranged  in  order  in-  the  nave 
of  the  church  ;  but  the  patriarchs  of  the  Eaft  were  preceded  by  the 
legates,  of  whom  the  third  was  a  fimple  prieft ;  and  the  place  of 
honour  was  referved  for  twenty  laymen  of  confular  or  fenatorian 
rank.  The  golpcl  was  oftentatioufly  difplayed  in  the  centre,  but 
the  rule  of  faith  was  defined  by  the  Papal  and  Imperial  minifters, 
who  moderated  the  thirteen  feffions  of  the  council  of  Chalcedon61. 
Their  partial  interpofition  filenced  the  intemperate  fliouts  and  exe- 
crations, which  degraded  the  epifcopal  gravity ;  but,  on  the  formal 
accufation  of  the  legates,  Diofcorus  was  compelled  to  defceiid  from 
his  throne  to  the  rank  of  a  criminal,  already  condemned  in  the  opi- 
nion of  his  judges.  The  Orientals,  lefs  adverfe  to  Neftorius  than  to 
Cyril,  accepted  the  Romans  as  their  deliverers  :  Thrace,  and  Pontus, 

*l  The  A&s  of  the  Council  of  Chalcedon  by  Evagrius  (I.  \.  c.9 — 12.  and  l.ii.  c.  1,2, 

(Concil.  torn.  iv.  p.  761—2071.)  compre-  3,4  )  and  Liberaius  (Brev.  c.  m,  iz,  13, 

hend  thofe  of  Ephefus   (p.  9cp  — 1189.),  14.)'     Once  more,  and  almoft  for  the  lail 

which  ay^n  comprife  the  fynod  of  Conftan-  time,  I  appeal  to  the  diligence  of  Tillemonc 

tinople  under  Flavian  (p.  950 — 1072.);  and  (Mem.  Ecclef.  torn.  xv.  p.  479— 7  iy).  The 

it  requires,  fome  attention  to  difengage  this  Annals  of  Baronius  and  Pagi  will  accomoany 

double  involution.     The  whole  bufinefs  of  me  much  further  on  my  long  and  laborious 

Eutyches,  Flavian,  and  Diofcorus,  is  related  journey. 

and 
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C  vr\nT  P*  an^  Afia,  were  exafperated  againfl  the  murderer  of  Flavian,  and  the 
v- — „ — ~i  new  patriarchs  of  Conftantinople  and  Antioch  fecured  their  places 
by  the  facrifice  of  their  benefactor.  The  bifhops  of  Paleftine,  Ma- 
cedonia, and  Greece,  were  attached  to  the  faith  of  Cyril  ;  but  in 
the  face  of  the  fynod,  in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  the  leaders,  with  their 
obfequious  train,  paffed  from  the  right  to  the  left  wing,  and  decided 
the  victory  by  this  feafonable  defertion.  Of  the  feventeen  fufFragans 
who  failed  from  Alexandria,  four  were  tempted  from  their  allegi- 
ance, and  the  thirteen,  falling  proftrate  on  the  ground,  implored  the 
mercy  of  the  council  with  fighs  and  tears,  and  a  pathetic  declaration, 
that,  if  they  yielded,  they  mould  be  maffacred  on  their  return  to 
Egypt  by  the  indignant  people.  A  tardy  repentance  was  allowed 
to  expiate  the  guilt  or  error  of  the  accomplices  of  Diofcorus  :  but 
their  fins  were  accumulated  on  his  head  ;  he  neither  afked  nor  hoped 
for  pardon,  and  the  moderation  of  thofe  who  pleaded  for  a  general 
amnefty,  was  drowned  in  the  prevailing  cry  of  victory  and  revenge. 
To  lave  the  reputation  of  his  late  adherents,  fome  perfonal  offences 
were  Ikilfully  detected  ;  his  rafh  and  illegal  excommunication  of  the 
pope,  and  his  contumacious  refufal  (while  he  was  detained  a  pri- 
foner)  to  attend  the  fummons  of  the  fynod.  Witnefles  were  intro- 
duced to  prove  the  fpecial  facts  of  his  pride,  avarice,  and  cruelty  ; 
and  the  fathers  heard  with  abhorrence,  that  the  alms  of  the  church 
were  lavifhed  on  the  female  dancers,  that  his  palace,  and  even  his 
bath,  was  open  to  the  proftitutes  of  Alexandria,  and  that  the  in- 
famous Panfophia,  or  Irene,  was  publicly  entertained  as  the  concubine 
of  the  patriarch  6\ 

For 

*3  MaVra  >j  steai  govroc  UeutTotyHt  r,  KSLtepuir)  is  preferved  in  the  Greek  Anthology  (I.  ii. 
OfHtn  (perhaps  Eip>»)»  mp  >-!;  *«»  5  irohvcu&finros  c.  5.  p.  188.  edit.  Wechei),  although  the  ap- 
rr;?  AAs|«»off£<«  ovfus  *<pw<-  <pw  av-rr^  te  xa.  ra  plication  was  unknown  to  the  editor  Brodseus. 
Efare  f*Ef«n>f*£K>(  (Concil.  torn.  iv.  p.  1276.).  A  The  namelefs  epigrammatift  raifes  a  tolerable 
fpecimen  of  the  wit  and  malice  of  the  people    pun,  by  confounding  the  epifcopal  faluta- 

tion 
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For  thefe  fcandalous  offences  Diofcorus  was  depofed  by  the  fynod,  C  II  a  p. 

and  banifhed  by  the  emperor :  but  the  purity  of  his  faith  was  de-  «  -  \j 

clared  in  the  prefence,  and  with  the  tacit  approbation,  of  the  fathers.  Chalcedon. 
Their  prudence  fuppofed  rather  than  pronounced  the  herefy  of 
Eutyches,  who  was  never  furamoned  before  their  tribunal ;  and 
they  fat  filent  and  abafhed,  when  a  bold  Monophyfite,  calling  at 
their  feet  a  volume  of  Cyril,  challenged  them  to  anathematize  in  his 
perfon  the  doctrine  of  the  faint.    If  we  fairly  perufe  the  ads  of 
Chalcedon  as  they  are  recorded  by  the  orthodox  party  64,  we  fhall 
find  that  a  great  majority  of  the  bifhops  embraced  the  fimple  unity 
of  Chrift ;  and  the  ambiguous  conceflion,  that  he  was  formed  OF  or 
FROM  two  natures,  might  imply  either  their  previous  exiftence,  or 
their  fubfequent  confufion,  or  fome  dangerous  interval  between  the 
conception  of  the  man  and  the  aflumption  of  the  God.    The  Ro- 
man theology,  more  pofitive  and  precife,  adopted  the  term  mod  of- 
fensive to  the  ears  of  the  Egyptians,  that  Chrift  exifted  in  two  na- 
tures ;  and  this  momentous  particle fis  (which  the  memory,  rather 
than  the  underftanding,  mull  retain)  had  almoft  produced  a  fchifm 
among  the  Catholic  bifhops.   The  tome  of  Leo  had  been  refpedfully, 

tion  of  "  Peace  be  to  all !"  with  the  ge-  authentic  tranflation  of  pope  Leo  I.  does  not 

nuine  or  corrupted  name  of  the  bifhop's  con-  feem  to  have  been  executed  ;  and  the  old 

cubine :  Latin  verfions  materially  differ  from  the  pre- 

Eip;«  "Kanivtrvi  ivio-xcms  amv  nrihQw,  fent  Vulgate,  which  was  revifed  (A.  D.  550) 

n«5  Swarm  w»  r%  f*ovo$       e%h  ;  by  Rufticus,  a  Roman  prieft,  from  the  belt 

I  am  ignorant  whether  the  patriarch,  who  MSS.  of  the  Akci^toi  at  Conftantinople  (Du- 

feems  to  have  been  a  jealous  lover,  is  the  cange,  C.  P.  Chriftiana,  1.  iv.  p.  151.),  a 

Cimon  of  a  preceding  epigram,  whofe  unog  famous  monaftery  of  Latins,  Greeks,  and 

erwo;  was  viewed  with  envy  and  wonder  by  Syrians.     See  Concil.  torn.  iv.  p.  1959 — 

Priapus  himfelf.  2049.  and  Pagi,  Critica,  torn.  ii.  p.  326,  &c. 

64  Thofe  who  reverence  the  infallibility  of      «s  jt  js  darkly  reprefented  in  the  micro- 

fynods,  may  try  to  afcertain  their  fenfe.   The  fCOpe  of  Petavius  (torn.  v.  1.  iii.  c.  5  .)  ;  yet 

leading  bifhops  were  attended  by  partial  or  the  fubtle  theologian  is  himfelf  afraid— ne 

carelefs  fcribes,  who  difperfed  their  copies  quis  fortafie  fupervacanenm,  et  nimis  anxiam 

round  the  world.    Our  Greek  MSS.  are  ful-  putet  hujufmodi  vocularum  inquifuionem,  et 

lied  with  the  falfe  and  profcribed  reading  of  ab   inflituti   theologici    grayitate  alienaro 

ik  rat  <pv<7w>  (Concil.  torn.  iii.  p.  1460.) :  the  (p.  124.). 

Vol.  IV.  4  D  perhaps 
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CHAP,  perhaps  fincerely,  fubfcribed :  but  they  protefled,  in  two  fucceflive 
.  XLyH^  debates,  that  it  was  neither  expedient  nor  lawful  to  tranfgrefs  the 
facred  landmarks  which  had  been  fixed  at  Nice,  Constantinople,  and 
Ephefus,  according  to  the  rule  of  fcripture  and  tradition.    At  length 
they  yielded  to  the  importunities  of  their  matters,  but  their  infal- 
lible decree,  after  it  had  been  ratified  with  deliberate  votes  and  vehe- 
ment acclamations,  was  overturned  in  the  next  feflion  by  the  oppo- 
fition  of  the  legates  and  their  Oriental  friends.    It  was  in  vain  that 
a  multitude  of  epifcOpal  voices  repeated  in  chorus,  "  The  definition  of 
"  the  fathers  is  orthodox  and  immutable  !  The  heretics  are  now 
"  difcovered  !  Anathema  to  the  Neftorians  !  Let  them  depart  from 
44  the  fynod  !  Let  them  repair  to  Rome66!"  The  legates  threatened^ 
the  emperor  was  abfolute,  and  a  committee  of  eighteen  bifhops  pre- 
pared a  new  decree,  which  was  impofed  on  the  reluctant  aflembly. 
In  the  name  of  the  fourth  general  council,  the  Chrift  in  one  perfon, 
but  in  two  natures,  was  announced  to  the  Catholic  world  :  an  invi- 
fible  line  was  drawn  between  the  herefy  of  Apollinaris  and  the  faith 
of  St.  Cyril ;  and  the  road  to  paradife,  a  bridge  as  fharp  as  a  razor, 
was  fufpended  over  the  abyfs  by  the  mafter-hand  of  the  theological 
artift.  During  ten  centuries  of  blindnefs  and  fervitude,  Europe  received 
her  religious  opinions  from  the  oracle  of  the  Vatican  ;  and  the  fame 
doctrine,  already  varnifhed  with  the  ruft  of  antiquity,  was  admitted 
without  difpute  into  the  creed  of  the  reformers,  who  difclaimed  the 
fupremacy  of  the  Roman  pontiff.  The  fynod  of  Chalcedcn  ftill  triumphs 
in  the  proteftant  churches ;  but  the  ferment  of  controverfy  has  fubfided, 
and  the  mod  pious  Chriflians  of  the  prefent  day  are  ignorant  or 
carelefs  of  their  own  belief  concerning  the  myftery  of  the  incarnation. 

66  ES-sre-xv  r,  o  lpc  Kftnura  r>  unifX'^"- "  '    Liberatus  prefent  onfy  the  placid  face  of  the 
c»  a>T»*iyon-£{  (pccvifoi  yetmru.,  ot  avTiXsycmc  Ntrc-    fynod,  and  difcreetly  Aide  over  thefe  embers 
pec-.oi  Eto-if,  oi  avrAi'/cm;  f»?  P*j/*r,»  a.ni>&j><ji.\    iuppofuos  cinere  dolofo. 
^Concil.  torn.  iv.  p.  1449.).    Evagrius  and 

Far 
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Far  different  was  the  temper  of  the  Greeks  and  Egyptians  under  chap. 

the  ordodox  reigns  of  Leo  and  Marcian.    Thofe  pious  emperors  '  » -  —* 

enforced  with  arms  and  edicts  the  fymbol  of  their  faith67:  and  it  was  theCEaft,°f 
declared  by  the  confcience  or  honour  of  five  hundred  biihops,  that  ^ci~A2 
the  decrees  of  the  fynod  of  Chalcedon  might  be  lawfully  fupported, 
even  with  blood.    The  Catholics  obferved  with  fatisfa&ion,  that 
the  fame  fynod  was  odious  both  to  the  Neftorians  and  the  Mono- 
phyfites"; but  the  Neftorians  were  lefs  angry,  or  lefs  powerful,  and 
the-  Eaft  was  diftracted  by  the  obftinate  and  fanguinary  zeal  of  the 
Monophyfites.    Jerufalem  was  occupied  by  an  army  of  monks  j  in 
the  name  of  the  one  incarnate  nature,  they  pillaged,  they  burnt, 
they  murdered ;  the  fepulchre  of  Chrift  was  defiled  with  blood  ;  and 
the  gates  of  the  city  were  guarded  in  tumultuous  rebellion  againft 
the  troops  of  the  emperor.  After  the  difgrace  and  exile  of  Diofcorus, 
the  Egyptians  ftiil  regretted  their  fpiritual  father ;  and  detefted  the 
ufurpation  of  his  fuccefibr,  who  was  introduced  by  the  fathers  of 
Chalcedon.    The  throne  of  Proterius  was  fupported  by  a  guard  of 
two  thoufand  foldiers ;  he  waged  a  five  years  war  againft  the  people 
of  Alexandria ;  and  on  the  firft  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Marcian, 
he  became  the  victim  of  their  zeaL    On  the  third  day  before  the 
feftival  of  Eafter,  the  patriarch  was  befieged  in  the  cathedral,  and 

"7  Sec,  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Acts  of  and  his  fynod  of  Chalcedon  (Bibliot.  cod. 

Chalcedon,  the  confirmation  of  the  fynod  by  ccxxv.  p.  768.).    He  waged  a  double  war 

Marcian  (Concil.  torn.  iv.  p.  1781.  1783.);  againft  the  enemies  of  the  church,  and  wound- 

his   letters   to   the  monks  of  Alexandria  ed  either  foe  with  the  darts  of  his  adverfary— . 

(p.  I7QI.)>  of  Mount  Sinai  (p.  1 793 • )»  °^  xa.TuXhr)\ov;  |Sj>.ec7-j  «■«$  <mwa>.tf;  eTrrfiitrxi.  A- 

Jerufalem  and  Paleftine  (p.  1 798- ) his  laws  gainft  Neftorius  he  feemed  to  introduce  the 

againft  the  Eutychians  (p.  1809. 18 11. 1831.) ;  w*yyvn  of  the  Monophyfites:  againft  Eu- 

the  correfpondence  of  Leo  with  the  provin-  tyches  he  appeared  to  countenance  the  Jorora- 

cial  fynods  on  the  revolution  of  Alexandria  aiuv  HmQopa  of  the  Neftorians.    The  apologift 

(p.  1835 — 1930.).  claims  a  charitable  interpretation  for  the 

"Photius  (or  rather  Eulogius  of  Alexan-  faints  :  if  the  fame  had  been  extended  to  the 

dria)  confefles,  in  a  fine  paftage,  the  fpecious  heretics,  the  found  of  the  controverfy  would 

colour  of  this  double  charge  againft  pope  Leo  have  been  loft  in  the  air. 

4D  2  murdered 


XLVH  P*  mur^erec^  *n  tne  baptiftery.    The  remains  of  his  mangled  corpfe 
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c 

XLVII. 

were  delivered  to  the  flames,  and  his  afhes  to  the  wind  :  and  the 
deed  was  infpired  by  the  vifion  of  a  pretended  angel ;  an  ambi- 
tious monk,  who,  under  the  name  of  Timothy  the  Cat6',  fucceeded 
to  the  place  and  opinions  of  Diofcorus.    This  deadly  fuperftition 
was  inflamed,  on  either  fide,  by  the  principle  and  the  practice  of 
retaliation  :  in  the  purfuit  of  a  metaphyfical  quarrel,  many  thou- 
fands  70  were  (lain,  and  the  Chriftians  of  every  degree  were  deprived 
of  the  fubftantial  enjoyments  of  focial  life,  and  of  the  invifible  gifts 
of  baptifm  and  the  holy  communion.    Perhaps  an  extravagant  fable 
of  the  times  may  conceal  an  allegorical  picture  of  thefe  fanatics, 
who  tortured  each  other,  and  themfelves.    "  Under  the  confulfhip 
"  of  Venantius  and  Celer,"  fays  a  grave  bifliop,  "  the  people  of 
V  Alexandria,  and  all  Egypt,  were  feized  with  a  ftrange  and  diaboli- 
cal frenzy :  great  and  fmall,  flaves  and  freedmen,  monks  and 
clergy,  the  natives  of  the  land,  who  oppofed  the  fynod  of  Chal- 
cedon,  loft  their  fpeech  and  reafon,  barked  like  dogs,  and  tore, 
"  with  their  own  teeth,  the  nefh  from  their  hands  and  arms71." 
TheHenoti-      The  diforders  of  thirty  years  at  length  produced  the  famous 
a."d!  fsT.0'  Henoticon  71  of  the  emperor  Zeno,  which  in  his  reign,  and  in 
that  of  Anaftafius,  was  figned  by  all  the  bifhops  of  the  Eaft,  under 
the  penalty  of  degradation  and  exile,  if  they  rejected  or  infringed 

69  Ai>«(i5C>  from  his  notturnal  expeditions,  fius,  republilhed  by  Bafnage,  torn.  i.  p.  326. 
In  darknefs  and  difguife- he  crept  round  the  71  The  Henoticon  is  tranfcribed  by  Eva- 
cells  of  the  monaftery,  and  whifpered  the  grius  (1.  iii.  c.  13.),  and  tranflated  by  Libe- 
revelation  to  his  (lumbering  brethren  (Theo-  ratus  (Brev.  c.  18.).  Pagi  (Critica,  torn.  ii. 
dor.  Le&or,  1.  i.)-  p.  41 1 .)  and  Afleman  (Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  i» 

70  Goon;  te  Tc\*>i9i!»«t  ^vfH3(,  Mpa.Ta»  7rX«S«  p.  343.)  are  fatisfied  that  it  is  free  from  he- 
^oXvtA'^i  f-ii  i^otov  rw  yr.v  aXha.  xat  xvrot  rov  aipx.  refy ;  but  Petavius  (Dogmat.  Theolog.  torn. v. 
Such  is  the  hyperbolic  language  of  the  He-  1.  i.  c.  13.  p.  40.)  molt  unaccountably  affirms 
noticon.  Chalcedonenfem  afcivit.    An  adverfary  would 

71  See  the  Chronicle  of  Viftor  Tun-  prove  that  he  had  never  read  the  Henoticon. 
nunenfis,  in  the  Lettiones  Amicus  of  Cani- 
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this  falutary  and  fundamental  law.    The  clergy  may  fmile  or  groan  CHAP. 

at  the  prefumption  of  a  layman  who  defines  the  articles  of  faith  ;  yet   \  v — j 

if  he  ftoops  to  the  humiliating  tafk,  his  mind  is  lefs  infected  by 
prejudice  or  intereft,  and  the  authority  of  the  magiftrate  can  only  be 
maintained  by  the  concord  of  the  people.  It  is  in  ecclefiaftical  ftory, 
that  Zeno  appears  leaft  contemptible;  and  I  am  not  able  to  difcern 
any  Manichsean  or  Eutychian  guilt  in  the  generous  faying  of  Ana- 
{tafius,  That  it  was  unworthy  of  an  emperor  to  perfecute  the  wor- 
Ihippers  of  Chrift  and  the  citizens  of  Rome.  The  Henoticon  was 
moft  pleafing  to  the  Egyptians ;  yet  the  fmalleft  blemifh  has  not 
been  defcribed  by  the  jealous,  and  even  jaundiced,  eyes  of  our  or- 
thodox fchoolmen,  and  it  accurately  reprefents  the  Catholic  faith  of 
the  incarnation,  without  adopting  or  difclaiming  the  peculiar  terms 
or  tenets  of  the  hoftile  feds.  A  folemn  anathema  is  pronounced 
againft  Neftorius  and  Eutyches  ;  againft  all  heretics  by  whom  Chrift 
is  divided,  or  confounded,  or  reduced  to  a  phantom.  Without  de- 
fining the  number  or  the  article  of  the  word  nature,  the  pure 
fyftem  of  St.  Cyril,  the  faith  of  Nice,  Conftantinople,  and  Ephefus, 
is  refpectfully  confirmed  ;  but,  inftead  of  bowing  at  the  name  of  the 
fourth  council,  the  iubjedt  is  difmiffed  by  the  cenfure  of  all  contrary 
doctrines,  if  any  fuch  have  been  taught  either  elfewherc  or  at 
Chalcedon.  Under  this  ambiguous  expreffion,  the  friends  and  the 
enemies  of  the  lafl  fynod  might  unite  in  a  filent  embrace.  The 
moft  reafonable  Chriftians  acquiefced  in  this  mode  of  toleration; 
but  their  reafon  was  feeble  and  inconftant,  and  their  obedience  was 
defpifed  as  timid  and  fervile  by  the  vehement  fpirit  of  their 
brethren.  On  a  fubject  which  engroffed  the  thoughts  and  difcourfes 
of  men,  it  was  difficult  to  preferve  an  exact  neutrality ;  a  book,  a 
fermon,  a  prayer,  rekindled  the  flame  of  controverfy  ;  and  the  bonds 
of  communion  were  alternately  broken  and  renewed  by  the  private 
animofity  of  the  bifhops.    The  fpace  between  Neftorius  and  Eu- 
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CHAP,  tyches  was  filled  by  a  thoufand  fhades  of  language  and  opinion ;  the 
^_  -.-  _?  acephali 73  of  Egypt,  and  the  Roman  pontiffs,  of  equal  valour,  though 
of  unequal  ftrength,  may  be  found  at  the  two  extremities  of  the  theo- 
logical fcale.  The  acephali,  without  a  king  or  a  bifhop,  were  lepa- 
rated  above  three  hundred  years  from  the  patriarchs  of  Alexandria, 
who  had  accepted  the  communion  of  Conftantinople,  without 
exacting  a  formal  condemnation  of  the  fynod  of  ChaJcedon.  For 
accepting  the  communion  of  Alexandria,  without  a  formal  appro- 
bation of  the  fame  fynod,  the  patriarchs  of  Conftantinople  were 
anathematifed  by  the  popes.  Their  inflexible  defpotifm  involved  the 
moft  orthodox  of  the  Greek  churches  in  this  fpiritual  contagion, 
denied  or  doubted  the  validity  of  their  facraments  and  fomented, 
thirty-five  years,  the  fchifm  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  till  they  finally 
aboliftied  the  memory  of  four  Byzantine  pontiffs,  who  had  dared  to 
oppofe  the  fupremacy  of  St.  Peter75.  Before  that  period,  the  pre- 
carious truce  of  Conftantinople  and  Egypt  had  been  violated  by  the 
zeal  of  the  rival  prelates.  Macedonius,  who  was  fufpected  of  the 
Neftorian  herefy,  afferted,  in  difgrace  and  exile,  the  fynod  of  Chal- 
cedon,  while  the  fucceffor  of  Cyril  would  have  purchafed  its 
overthrow  with  a  bribe  of  two  thoufand  pounds  of  gold. 

73  See  Renaudot  (Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex,  fician.  Tillemont  himfelf  (Mem.  Ecdef. 
p.  123.  131.  145.  195.  247.).  They  were  torn.  xvi.  p.  372.  642,  &c.)  is /hocked  at  the 
reconciled  by  the  care  of  Mark  I.  (A.  D.  proud  uncharitable  temper  of  the  popes:  they 
799 — 819)  :  he  promoted  their  chiefs  to  the  are  now  glad,  fays  he,  to  invoke  St.  Flavian 
bifnoprics  of  Athribis  and  Talba  (perhaps  of  Antioch,  St.  Elias  of  Jerufalem,  &c.  to 
Tava.  See  d'Anville,  p.  82. ),  and  fupplied  whom  they  refufed  communjon  whilfl  upon 
the  facraments,  which  had  failed  for  want  of  earth.  But  cardinal  Barohius  is  firm  and 
an  epifcopal  ordination.  hard  as  the  rock  of  St.  Peter. 

74  De  his  quos  baptizavit,  quos  ordinavit  75  Their  names  were  erazed  from  the  dip- 
Acacius,  majorum  traditione  confe&am  et  tych  of  the  church :  ex  venerabili  diptycho, 
veram,  pra;cipue  religiofas  folicitudini  con-  in  quo  piaj  memorial  tranfitum  ad  ccelum  ha- 
gruam  praebemus  fine  dirhcultate  medicinam  bentium  epifcoporum  vocabula  continentur 
(Gelafius,  in  epift.  i.  ad  Euphemium,  Con-  (Concil.  torn.  iv.  p.  1846.).  This  ecclefiaf- 
cil.  torn.  v.  p.  286.).  The  offer  of  a  medicine  tical  record  was  therefore  equivalent  to  the 
proves  the  difeafe,  and  numbers  mull  have  book  of  life* 

ceriflied  before  the  arrival  of  the  Roman  phy- 

In 
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In  the  fever  of  the  times,  the  fenfe,  or  rather  the  found,  of  a  fyl-  chap. 
fable,  was  fufficient  to  difturb  the  peace  of  an  empire.     The  j 
Trisagion  76  (thrice  holy),  «  Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  of  ^IndVe- 
"  Hofts!''  is  fuppofed,  by  the  Greeks,  to  be  the  identical  hymn  ^'°hJ^veaart'h 
which  the  angels  and  cherubim  eternally  repeat  before  the  throne  of  of  Anaftafios, 
God,  and  which,  about  the  middle  of  the  fifth  century,  was  mira-  503—518. 
culoufly  revealed  to  the  church  of  Conftantinople.    The  devotion  of 
Antioch  foon  added,  u  who  was  crucified  for  us !"  and  this  grateful 
addrefs,  either  to  Chrift  aloney  or  to  the  whole  Trinity,  may  be 
juftified  by  the  rules  of  theology,  and  has  been  gradually  adopted  by 
the  Catholics  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft.    But  it  had  been  imagined  by 
a  Monophyfite  bifhop77 ;  the  gift  of  an  enemy  was  at  firft  rejected 
as  a  dire  and  dangerous  blafphemy,  and  the  rafh  innovation  had 
nearly  coft  the  emperor  Anaftafius  his  throne  and  his  life  78.  The 
people  of  Conftantinople  was  devoid  of  any  rational  principles  of  free- 
dom ;  but  they  held,  as  a  lawful  caufe  of  rebellion,  the  colour  of  a 
livery  in  the  races,  or  the  colour  of  a  myftery  in  the  fchools.  The. 
Trifagion,  with  and  without  this  obnoxious  addition,,  was  chaunted. 
in  the  cathedral  by  two  adverfe  choirs,  and,  when  their  lungs  were 
exhaufted,  they  had  recourfe  to  the  more  folid  arguments  of  fticks 
and  ftones :  the  aggreffors  were  punilhed  by  the  emperor,  and  de- 
fended by  the  patriarch  ;  and  the  crown  and  mitre  were  ftaked  on 
the  event  of  this  momentous  quarrel.    The  ftreets  were  inftantly 

76  Petavius  (Dogmat.  Theolog.  tern.  v.  I.  v.  which  he  had  exercifed  in  his  monafiery), 
c.  2,  3.  4.  p.  217—225.)  and  Tillemont  patriarch  of  Antioch.  His  tedious  ftory  is 
(Mem;  Iicclef.  torn.  xiv.  p.  713,  "&c.  799.)  difcufled  in  the  Annals  of  Pagj  (A.  D.  477 
reprefent  the  hidory  and  doctrine  of  the  Trif-  — 490)  and  a  Difl'ertation  of  M.  de  Valois 
agion.     In  the  twelve  centuries  between  at  the  end  of  his  Evagrius. 

lfaiah  and  St.  Proclus's  boy,  who  was  taken       78  The  troubles  under  the  reign  of  Ana- 
op  into  heaven  before  the  bifhop  ard  people  ftafius  mull  be  gathered  from  the  Chronicles 
of  Conftantinople,  the  fong  was  confiderably  of  Viftor,  M-arcellinus,  and  Theophanes.  As> 
improved.    The  bey  heard  the  angels  fing  the  laft  was  not  publilhed  in  the  time  of  Ba- 
"  Holy  God  !  Holy  ftrong  !  Holy  immortal !"  ronius,  his  critic  Pagi  is  more  copious,  as  well ' 

77  Ptter  Gnapheus,  the  fuller  (a  trade  as  more  correct. 

10  crowded^ 
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CHAP,  crowded  with  innumerable  fwarms  of  men,  women,  and  children; 

ii  w  the  legions  of  monks,  in  regular  array,  marched,  and  fhouted,  and 

fought  at  their  head.  "  Chriftians !  this  is  the  day  of  martyrdom; 
"  let  us  not  defert  our  fpiritual  father ;  anathema  to  the  Manichsean 
"  tyrant !  he  is  unworthy  to  reign."  Such  was  the  Catholic  cry ; 
and  the  gallies'  of  Anaftafius  lay  upOn  their  oars  before  the  palace, 
till  the  patriarch  bad  pardoned  his  penitent,  and  huihed  the  waves 
of  the  troubled  multitude.  The  triumph  of  Macedonius  was  check- 
ed by  a  fpeedy  exile ;  but  the  zeal  of  his  flock  was  again  exafpe- 
rated  by  the  fame  queftion,  "  Whether  one  of  the  Trinity  had  been 
"  crucified  ?"  On  this  momentous  occafion,  the  blue  and  green 
factions  of  Conftantinople  fufpended  their  difcord,  and  the  civil  and 
military  powers  were  annihilated  in  their  prefence.  The  keys  of 
the  city,  and  the  ftandards  of  the  guards,  were  depofited  in  the 
forum  of  Conftantine,  the  principal  ftation  and  camp  of  the  faith- 
ful. Day  and  night  they  were  inceffantly  bufied  either  in  Ting- 
ing hymns  to  the  honour  of  their  God,  or  in  pillaging  and  murder- 
ing the  Servants  of  their  prince.  The  head  of  his  favourite  monk, 
the  friend,  as  they  ftyled  him,  of  the  enemy  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
was  borne  aloft  on  a  fpear;  and  the  firebrands  which  had  been 
darted  againft  heretical  ftructures,  diffufed  the  undiftinguifhing 
flames  over  the  moft  orthodox  buildings.  The  ftatues.of  the  em- 
peror were  broken,  and  his  perfon  was  concealed  in  a  fuburb,  till, 
at  the  end  of  three  days,  he  dared  to  implore  the  mercy  of  his  fub- 
jecls.  Without  his  diadem,  and  in  the  pofture  of  a  fuppliant, 
Anaftafius  appeared  on  the  throne  of  the  circus.  The  Catholics, 
before  his  face,  rehearfed  their  genuine  Trifagion ;  they  exulted  in 
the  offer  which  he  proclaimed  by  the  voice  of  a  herald,  of  abdi- 
cating the  purple ;  they  liftened  to  the  admonition,  that,  fince  all 
could  not  reign,  they  mould  previoufly  agree  in  the  choice  of  a  fo- 
vereign  j  and  they  accepted  the  blood  of  two  unpopular  miniflers, 

whom 

- 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 


577 


whom  their  mafter,  without  hefitation,  condemned  to  the  lions.  c  H  A  p 

xlvit. 

Thefe  furious  but  tranfient  feditions  were  encouraged  by  the  fuccefs 


of  Vitalian,  who,  with  an  army  of  Huns  and  Bulgarians,  for  the 
mod  part  idolaters,  declared  himfelf  the  champion  of  the  Catholic 
faith.  In  this  pious  rebellion  he  depopulated  Thrace,  befieged  Con- 
ftantinople,  exterminated  fixty-five  thouland  of  his  fellow-Chriftians, 
till  he  obtained  the  recall  of  the  bifhops,  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  pope, 
and  the  eftablifhment  of  the  council  of  Chalcedon,  an  orthodox 
treaty,  reluctantly  figned  by  the  dying  Anaftalius,  and  more  faith- 
fully performed  by  the  uncle  of  Juftinian.    And  fuch  was  the  event  Firrt  religions 

••11  war, 

of  the  Jirji  of  the  religious  wars,  which  have  been  waged  in  the  A.D.  514. 
name,  and  by  the  difciples,  of  the  God  of  Peace79. 

Juftinian  has  been  already  feen  in  the  various  lights  of  a  prince,  a  Theological 
conqueror,  and  a  lawgiver:  the  theologian 30  ftill  remains,  and  it  government 
affords  an  unfavourable  prejudice,  that  his  theology  fhould  forma  ofJjJft£,aB' 
very  prominent  feature  of  his  portrait.    The  fovereign  fympathifed  Sl9~S65' 
with  his  fubje&s  in  their  fuperftitious  reverence  for  living  and  de- 
parted faints :  his  Code,  and  more  efpecially  his  Novels,  confirm  and 
enlarge  the  privileges  of  the  clergy;  and  in  every  difpute  between  a 
monk  and  a  layman,  the  partial  judge  was  inclined  to  pronounce, 
that  truth,  and  innocence,  and  jufticc,  were  always  on  the  fide  of 
the  church.    In  his  public  and  private  devotions,  the  emperor  was 

79  The  genenl  hiitory,  from  the  council  of  fcrupulous  minutenefs.     He  was  prevented 

Chalcedon  to  the  death  of  Anaftafius,  may  by  death  from  completing,  ns  he  dtlignec?, 

be  found  in  the  Breviary  of  Liberatus  (c.  14  the  vlth  century  of  the  church  and  empire. 
— 19. )«  tne  ^d  an<^       books  of  Evagrius,       S'J  The  drain  of  the  Anecdotes  of  Prcco- 

the  Abltraft  of  the  two  books  of  Theodore  pius  (c.  11.  13.  »8.  27,  sS),  with  the  lea-rned 

the  Reader,  the  Afts  of  the  Synods,  and  the  remarks  of  Alemannus,  is  confirmed,  rather 

Epiftles  of  the  Popes  (Concil.  ton.  v.).   The  than  contradicted,  by  the  Acls  of  the  Coun- 

feries  is  continued  with  fome  diforder  in  the  cils,  the  fourth  book  of  Evagrius,  and  the 

jrv,h  and  xvitb  tomes  of  the  Me  moires  Eccle-  compk'nts  of  the  African  F.-.cundus  in  his 

fiaftiques  of  Tillemont.    And  here  I  mint  xi.rh  book  -  de  tribus  capitulis,  "  cum  videri 

take  leave  for  ever  of  that  incomparable  "  doctus  appctit  importune  .  .  .  fpontaneis 

guide — whofe  bigotry  is  overbalanced  by  the  **  q nation i bus  ecclefiam  turb;;t."    See  Pro- 

merits  of  erudition,  diligence,  veracity,  and  cop.  de  Beil.  Goth.  1.  iii.  c.  ^5. 

Vol.  IV.  4  E  affiduous 
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C  J?  A  P"  afliduous  and  exemplary  ;  his  prayers,  vigils,  and  fafts,  difplayed 

'  ii  '  the  auftere  penance  of  a  monk  j  his  fancy  was  amufed  by  the  hope, 

or  belief,  of  perfonal  infpirationj  he  had  fecured  the  patronage  of 
the  Virgin  and  St.  Michael  the  archangel ;  and  his  recovery  from 
a  dangerous  difeafe  was  afcribed  to  the  miraculous  fuccour  of  the 
holy  martyrs  Cofmas  and  Damian.  The  capital  and  the  provinces 
of  the  Eaft  were  decorated  with  the  monuments  of  his  religion8'; 
and,  though  the  far  greater  part  of  thefe  coftly  ftructures  may  be 
attributed  to  his  tafte  or  orientation,  the  zeal  of  the  royal  architect  was 
probably  quickened  by  a  genuine  fenfe  of  love  and  gratitude  towards 
his  invifible  benefactors.  Among  the  titles  of  Imperial  greatnefs,  the 
name  of  Pious  was  molt  pleafing  to  his  ear ;  to  promote  the  temporal 
and  fpiritual  intereft  of  the  church,  was  the  ferious  bufinefs  of  his 
life;  and  the  duty  of  father  of  his  country  was-  often  facrificed  to 
that  of  defender  of  the  faith.  The  controverfies  of  the  times  were 
congenial  to  his  temper  and  underftanding;  and  the  theological  pro- 
feflbrs  muft  inwardly  deride  the  diligence  of  a  ftranger,  who  culti- 
vated their  art  and  neglected  his  own.  "  What  can  ye  fear,"  faid  a 
bold  confpirator  to  his  aflbciates,  "  from  your  bigoted  tyrant?  Sleep- 
"  lefs  and  unarmed  he  fits  whole  nights  in  his  clofet,  debating  with 
"  reverend  greybeards,  and  turning  over  the  pages  of  ecclefiaftical 
v  M  volumes"."    The  fruits  of  thefe  lucubrations  were  difplayed  in 

many  a  conference,  where  Juftinian  might  mine  as  the  loudeft  and 
mod  fubtle  of  the  difputants;  in  many  a  fermon,  which,  under  the 
name  of  edicts  and  epiftles,  proclaimed  to  the  empire  the  theology 
of  their  matter.  While  the  Barbarians  invaded  the  provinces,  while 
the  victorious  legions  marched  under  the  banners  of  Belifarius  and 

81  Procop.  de  Edificiis,  1.  i.  c.  6,.  j>  &c.  cop.  de  Bell.  Goth.  I.  iii.  c.  32.  In  the  life 
paffim.  of  St.  Eutychius  (spud  Aleman.  ad  Procop. 

8z  'Of  h  xaflr,T3i  a£t^a*To?  ic  an  E7ri  "hicx^  Arcan.  c.  18.),  the  fame  chara&er  is  given 
n»6;  ai'p  mxrtui        rot;  run  isptav  ytfucrui  our^nov     with  a  delign  to  prajfe  Juftinian. 

Narfes3 
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Narfes,  the  fucceflbr  of  Trajan,  unknown  to  the  camp,  was  content  c  ,H  Ar  p* 
7  1  XLVir. 

to  vanquifli  at  the  head  of  a  fynod.    Had  he  invited  to  thefe  fynods  '  M  ' 

a  difinterefted  and  rational  fpectator,  Juftinian  might  have  learned, 
"  that  religious  controverfy  is  the  offspring  of  arrogance  and  folly; 
"  that  true  piety  is  moft  laudably  exprefTed  by  filence  and  fubmif- 
M  fion ;  that  man,  ignorant  of  his  own  nature,  mould  not  pre- 
"  fume  to  fcrutinife  the  nature  of  his  God ;  and,  that  it  is  fuffi- 
"  cient  for  us  to  know,  that  power  and  benevolence  are  the  perfect 
attributes  of  the  Deity  8\" 
Toleration  was  not  the  virtue  of  the  times,  and  indulgence  to  His  perfect 

ticn 

rebels  has  feldotn  been  the  virtue  of  princes.  But  when  the  prince 
defcends  to  the  narrow  and  peevifh  character  of  a  difputant,  he  is 
eafily  provoked  to  fupply  the  defect  of  argument  by  the  plenitude 
of  power,  and  to  chaftife  without  mercy  the  perverfe  blindnefs  of 
thofe  who  wilfully  fhut  their  eyes  againft  the  light  of  demonstration. 
The  reign  of  Juftinian  was  an  uniform,  yet  various  fcene  of  perfe- 
ction ;  and  he  appears  to  have  furpaffed  his  indolent  predeceflbrs, 
both  in  the  contrivance  of  his  laws  and  the  rigour  of  their  execution. 
The  infufficient  term  of  three  months  was  afTigned  for  the  converfion  of  heretics; 
or  exile  of  all  heretics  84 ;  and  if  he  ftill  connived  at  their  precarious 
ftay,  they  were  deprived,  under  his  iron  yoke,  not  only  of  the 
benefits  of  fociety,  but  of  the  common  birth-right  of  men  and  Chrif- 
tians.  At  the  end  of  four  hundred  years,  the  Montanifts  of  Phrygia*5 

83  For  thefe  wife  and  moderate  fentiraents,  dit  as  he  draws  towards  his  end.    After  num- 

Procopius  (deBell.  Goth.  l.i.  c.  3.)  is  fcourged  bering  the  heretics,  Neftorians,  Eutychians, 

in  the  Preface  of  Alemannus,  who  ranks  him  &c.  ne  expedient,  fays  Juftinian,  ut  digni  ve- 

among  the  political  Chriftians — fed  longe  ve-  nia  judicentur :  jubemusenim  ut.  .  .  convicli 

rius  haerefum  omnium  fentinas,  prorfufejue  et  aperti  hxretici  juft.e  et  idone:e  animadver- 

Athecs — abominable  Atheifts,  who  preached  fioni  fubjiciantur.    £aronius  copies  and  ap- 

the  imitation  of  God's  mercy  to  man  (ad  plauds  this  edict  of  the  Code  (A.  D.  ^2", 

Hift.  A  rcan.  c.  13.).  N°  39,  40.). 

8+  This  alternative,  a  precious  circumftance,       85  See  the  character  and  principles  of  the 

is  preferved  by  John  Malala  (torn.  ii.  p.  63.  Montanifts,  in  Mofheim,  de  Rebus  Chrift. 

edit.  Venet.  1733),  who  deferves  more  ere-  ante  Conftantinum,  p.  410 — 4Z4. 
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CLXVn  ^        breathed  the  wild  enthufiafm  of  perfection  and  prophecy,  which. 

1  ir  '  they  had  imbibed  from  their  male  and  female  apoftles,  the  fpeciaV 

organs  of  the  Paraclete.  Gn  the  approach  of  the  Catholic  pricMs 
and  foldiers,  they  grafped  with  alacrity  the  crown  of  martyrdom  j 
the  conventicle  and  the  congregation  perifhed  in  the  flames,  but  thefe 
primitive  fanatics  wTere  not  extinguished  three  hundred  years  after 
the  death  of  their  tyrant.  Under  the  protection  of  the  Gothic  con- 
federates, the  church  of  the  Arians  at  Conftantinople  had  braved  the 
feverity  of.  the  laws  :  their  clergy  equalled  the  wealth  and  magni- 
ficence of  the  fenate  ;  and  the  gold  and  iBlver  which  were  feized 
by  the  rapacious  hand  of  Juflinian  might  perhaps  be  claimed  as  the 

•f  Pagans;  fpoils  of  the  provinces  and  the  trophies  of  the  Barbarians:  A  fecret 
remnant  of  pagans,  who  ftill  lurked  in  the  moft  refined  and  the  moft 
ruftic  conditions  of  mankind,  excited  the  indignation  of  the  Chris- 
tians, who  were  perhaps  unwilling  that  any  ftrangers  mould  be  the 
witneffes  of  their  interline  quarrels.  A  bifhop  was  named  as  the 
inquifitor  of  the  faith,  and  his  diligence  foon  difcovered  in  the  court 
and  city,  the  magiftrates,  lawyers,  phyficians,  and  fophifts,  who  flill 
cherihhed  the  fuperftition  of  the  Greeks.  They  were  fternly  in- 
formed that  they  muft  chufe  without  delay  between  the  difpleafure 
of  Jupiter  or  Juflinian,  and  that,  their  averfion  to  the  gofpel  could 
no  longer  be  difguifed  under  the.  fcandafous  mafk  of  indifference  or 
impiety.  The  patrician  Photius  perhaps  alone  was  refolved  to  live 
and  to  die  like  his  anceftors  :  he  enfranchifed  himfelf  with  the  ftroke 
of  a  dagger,  and  left  His  tyrant  the  poor  confolation  of  expofmg 
with  ignominy  the  lifelels  corpfe  of  the  fugitive.  His  weaker 
brethren  fubmitted  to  their  earthly  monarch,  underwent  the  cere- 
mony of  baptifm,  and  laboured,  by  their  extraordinary  zeal,  to  eraze 
the  fufpicion,  or  to  expiate  the  guilt,  of  idolatry.  The  native  country 
of  Homer,  and  the  theatre  of  the  Trojan  war,  ftill  retained  the  laft 
fparks  of  his  mythology :  by  the  care  of  the  fame  bifhop,  feventy 
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thoufand  Pagans  were  detected  and  converted  in  Afia,  Phrygia,  c  ^v^j  p* 

Lydia,  and  Caria ;  ninety-fix  churches  were  built  for  the  new  pro-   \  ; 

felytes  ;  and  linen  veftments,  bibles,  and  liturgies,  and  vafes  of 
gold  and  filver,  were  fupplied  by  the  pious  munificence  of  Juftinian8'. 
The  Jews,  who  had  been  gradually  ftripped  of  their  immunities,  of  Jews; 
were  oppreffed  by  a  vexatious  law,  which  compelled  them  to  ob- 
ferve  the  feftival  of  Eafter  the  fame  day  on  which  it  was  celebrated 
bv  the  Chriftians  87.  And  they  might  complain  with  the  more  rea- 
fon,  fmce  the  Catholics  themfelves  did  not  agree  with  the  aftrono- 
mical  calculations  of  their  fovereign  :  the  people  of  Conftantinople 
delayed  the  beginning  of  their  Lent  a  whole  week  after  it  had  been 
ordained  by  authority  ;  and  they  had  the  pleafure  of  fading  feven 
days,  while  meat  was  expofed  for  fare  by  the  command  of  the  em-" 
peror.  The  Samaritans  of  Paleftine  88  were  a  motley  race,  an  am*  of  Samari- 
biguous  feci,  rejeded  as  Jews  by  the  Pagans,  by  the  Jews  as  fchif- 
matics,  and  by  the  Chriftians  as  idolaters.  The  abomination  of  the 
crofs  had  already  been  planted  on  their  holy  mount  of  Garizim  8% 
but  the  perfecution  of  Juftinian  offered  only  the  alternative  of 
baptifm  or  rebellion.  They  chofe  the  latter :  under  the  ftandard  of 
a  defperate  leader,  they  rofe  in  arms,  and  retaliated  their  wrongs 
on  the  lives,  the  property,  and  the  temples  of  a  defencelefs  people. 

86' Theophan.  Chron.  p.  153.    John  the  plexed  by  fuch  a  foolilh  prejudice  as  that 

Monophyfue  biftiop  of  Afia,  is  a  more  au-  which  fo  long  oppofed,  among  the  Proteft- 

thentic  witnefs  of  this  tranlaclion,  in  which  ants,  the  reception  of  the  Gregorian  Ityle. 

he  was  hinifelf  employed  by  the  emperor  ss  For  the  religion  and  hiitorv  of  the  Sa- 

(AfTeman.  Bib.  Orient,  torn.  ii.  p.  85.).  maritans,  confult  Bafnage,  Hiftoire  des  Juifs, 

87  Compare  Procopius  (Hift.  Arcan.  c.  28.  a  learned  and  impartial  work, 

and    Aleman's   Notes)    with    Tneophanes  89  Sichem,  Neapolis,  Naplous,  the  ancient 

(Chron.  p.  190.).    The  council  of  Nice  has  and  modern  ftat  of  the  Samaritans,  is  fituate 

entrufted  the  patriarch,  or  rather  the  aftro-  in  a  valley  between  the  barren  Ebal,  the 

nomcrs,  of  Alexandria  with  the  annual  pro-  mountain  of  curfing  to  the  north,  the  Irak- 

clamation  of  Eafter;  and  we  Mill  jead,  or  ful  Garizim,  or  mountain  of  curfing  to  the 

rather  we  do  not  read,  many  of  the  Pafchal  fouth,  ten  or  eleven  hours  travel  from  Jeru- 

ep. (ties  of  St.  Cyril.    Since  the  reign  cf  Mo-  filcm.    See  Maundrel,  Journey  from  Aleppo, 

nophytifm  in  Egypt,  the  Catholk-  were  per-  &c.  p.  C9 — 6j. 
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C  ^  ^j.  p-  The  Samaritans  were  finally  fubdued  by  the  regular  forces  of  the 
i.  -.-  •  Eaft  :  twenty  thoufand  were  flain,  twenty  thoufand  were  fold  by 
the  Arabs  to  the  infidels  of  Perfia  and  India,  and  the  remains  of 
that  unhappy  nation  atoned  for  the  crime  of  treafon  tby  the  fin  of 
hypocrify.  It  has  been  computed  that  one  hundred  thoufand  Ro- 
man fubjects  were  extirpated  in  the  Samaritan  war  9',  which  con- 
verted the  once-fruitful  province  into  a  defolate  and  fmoking  wil- 
dernefs.  But  in  the  creed  cf  Juftinian,  the  guilt  of  murder  could 
not  be  applied  to  the  (laughter  of  unbelievers ;  and  he  pioufly  la- 
boured to  eftabliih  with  fire  and  fword  the  unity  of  the  Chriftian 
faith". 

His  ortho-  With  thefe  fentiments,  it  was  incumbent  on  him,  at  leaft,  to  be 
doxy'  always  in  the  right.    In  the  firft  years  of  his  adminiftration,  he  fig- 

nalifed  his  zeal  as  the  difciple  and  patron  of  orthodoxy :  the  recon- 
ciliation cf  the  Greeks  and  Latins  eftabliihed  the  tome  of  St.  Leo 
as  the  creed  of  the  emperor  and  the  empire ;  the  Ncftorians  and 
Eutychians  were  expofed,  on  either  fide,  to  the  double  edge  of  per- 
fection ;  and  the  four  fynods,  of  Nice,  Conftantinople,  Ephefus, 
and  Chalccdon,  were  ratified  by  the  code  of  a  Catholic  lawgiver B* 
But  while  Juftinian  ftrove  to  maintain  the  uniformity  of  faith  and 
worfhip,  his  wife  Theodora,  whofe  vices  were  not  incompatible 
with  devotion,  had  liftened  to  the  Monophyfite  teachers ;  and  the 
open  or  clandeftine  enemies  of  the  church  revived  and  multiplied 
at  the  fmile  of  their  gracious  patronefs.    The  capital,  the  palace,  the 

90  Procop.  Anecdot.  c.  11.    Theophan.  Tr;  <xlt«  Jo£»;;  St  rstanwmc  xvypm  cm;.  Anec- 
Chron.p.  152.   John  Malala,  Chron.  torn.  ii.  dot.  c.  13. 

p.  62.    I  remember  an  obfervation,  half  phi-  91  See  the  Chronicle  of  Victor,  p.  328.  and 

lofophical,  half  fuperititious,  that  the'province  the  original  evidence  of  the  laws  of  Juftinian. 

which  had  been  ruined  by  the  bigotry  of  Juf-  During  the  firft  years  of  his  reign,  Baronius 

tinian  was  the  fame  through  which  the  Ma-  himfelf  is  in  extreme  good  humour  with  the 

hometans  penetrated  into  the  empire.  emperor,  who  courted  the  popes  till  he  got 

91  The  expreflion  of  Procopius  is  remark-  them  into  his  power, 
able  :  t>  3  xf  ci          p ayQfvniii/  u>u;,  r,»  yi  u.r, 

nuptial 
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huptkl  bed,  were  torn  by  fpiritual  difcord  ;  yet  fo  doubtful  was  c  l> 


the  fincerity  of  the  royal  conforts,  that  their  feeming  difagree- 
rnent  was  imputed  by  many  to  a  fecret  and  mifchievous  confederacy 
againft  the  religion  and  happinefs  of  their  people  The  famous  The  three 
difpute  of  the  three  chapters9*,  which  has  filled  more  volumes  a.  D. 
than  it  deferves  lines,  is  deeply  marked  with  this  fubtle  and  difm-  S32— 698* 
genuous  fpirit.  It  was  now  three  hundred  years  fince  the  body  of 
Origen  35  had  been  eaten  by  the  worms  :  his  foul,  of  which  he  held 
the  pre-exiftencc,  was  in  the  hands  of  its  Creator,  but  his  writings 
were  eagerly  perufed  by  the  monks  of  Palestine.  In  thefe  writings, 
the  piercing  eye  of  Juftinian  defcried  more  than  ten  metaphyfical 
errors  ;  and  the  primitive  dodor,  in  the  company  of  Pythagoras  and 
Plato,  was  devoted  by  the  clergy  to  the  eternity  of  hell-fire,  which 
he  had  prefumed  to  deny.  Under  the  cover  of  this  precedent,  a 
treacherous  blow  was  aimed  at  the  council  of  Chalcedon.  The 
fathers  had  liftened  without  impatience  to  the  praife  of  Theodore  of 
Mopfueftia 56 :   and  their  juftice  or  indulgence  had  reftored  both 

53  Procopius,  Anecdot.  c.  13.  Evagrius,  — 207.)  and  Bafnage  (Hift.  de  l'Eglifc,  torn.  i. 
1.  iv.  c.  10.  If  the  ecclefiaftkal  never  read  p.  519 — 541-)  ;  yet  the  latter  is  too  firmly 
the  fecret  hiftorian,  their  common  fafpicion  refolved  to  depreciate  the  authority  and  dis- 
proves at  leaft  the  general  hatred.  rafter  of  the  popes. 

s>*  On  the  fubjeft  of  the  three  chapters,  Origen  had  indeed  too  great  a  propenfity 

the  original  afts  of  the  v,h  general  council  of  to  imitatethe  TrXa^and  Svvcigua.  of  the  old  phi- 

Conflantinople  fopply  much  ufelefs,  though  lofophers  (Juftinian,  ad  Mennam,  in  ConciL 

authentic,  knowledge  (Concil.  torn.  vi.  p.  1  torn.  vr.  p.  356.).  His  moderate  opinions  were 

— 419-)-   The  Creek  Evagrius  is  Iefs  copious  too  repugnant  to  the  zeal  of  the  church,  and 

and  correct  (I.  iv.  c.  38.)  than  the  three  /.eal-  he  was  found  guilty  of  the  hcrefy  of  reafon. 

African*,  Facundas  (in  his  twelve  books,       *«  Bafnage  (Prjcfat.  p.  il— 14.  ad  torn.  i. 

de  tribus  capitulis,  which  are  molt  correctly  Antiq.  Left.  Canif.)  has  fairly  weighed  the 

publilhed  by  Sirmond),  Liberatus  (in  his  Bre-  guilt  and  innocence  of  Theodore  of  Mopfu- 

viarium,  c.  22,  23,  24.),  and  Viftor  Tunu-  eftia.    If  he  compofed  10,000  volumes,  as 

nenfis  in  his  Chronicle  (in  torn.  i.    Antiq.  many  errors  would  be  a  charitable  allowance. 

Left.  Canifii,  p.  330 — 334.).  TheLiber  Pon-  In  all  the  fubfequent  catalogues  of  herefiarchs, 

tincalis,  or  Anaflafius  (in  Vigilio,  Pelagio,  he  alone,  without  his  two  brethren,  is  in- 

&c),  is  original,   Italian  evidence.    The  eluded;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  AU'eman  (Bi-  . 

modern  reader  will  derive  fome  information  bliot.  Orient,  torn.  iv.  p.  203 — 207)  to  juf- 

from  Dupin  (Bibliot.  Ecdef,  torn.  v.  p.  189  tify  the  fentence. 
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Theodoret  of  Cyrrbus,  and  Ibas  of  Edefla,  to  the  communion  of  the 
church.  But  the  characters  of  thefe  Oriental  bifliops  were  tainted 
with  the  reproach  of  herefy  ;  the  firfl:  had  been  the  mafter,  the  two 
others  were  the  friends,  of  Neftorius :  their  mod  fufpicious  pafTages 
were  accufed  under  the  title  of  the  three  chapters ;  and  the  con- 
demnation of  their  memory  mud  involve  the  honour  of  a  fyncd, 
whole  name  was  pronounced  with  fincere  or  affected  reverence  by 
the  Catholic  world.  If  thefe  bifhops,  whether  innocent  or  guilty, 
were  annihilated  in  the  fleep  of  death,  they  would  not  probably  be 
awakened  by  the  clamour,  which  after  an  hundred  years  was  raifed 
over  their  grave.  If  they  were  already  in  the  fangs  of  the  daemon, 
their  torments  could  neither  be  aggravated  nor  afluaged  by  human 
induftry.  If  in  the  company  of  faints  and  angels  they  enjoyed  the 
rewards  of  piety,  they  muft  have  fmiled  at  the  idle  fury  of  the 
theological  infects  who  ftill  crawled  on  the  furface  of  the  earth.  The 
foremoft  of  thefe  infects,  the  emperor  of  the  Romans,  darted  his 
fting,  and  diftilled  his  venom,  perhaps  without  difcerning  the  true 
motives  of  Theodora  and  her  ecclefiaftical  faction.  The  victims 
were  no  longer  fubject  to  his  power,  and  the  vehement  ftyle  of  his 
edicts  could  only  proclaim  their  damnation,  and  invite  the  clergy  o 
the  Eaft  to  join  in  a  full  chorus  of  curfes  and  anathemas.  The  Eaft, 
with  fome  hefitation,  confented  to  the  voice  of  her  fovereign  :  the 
fifth  general  council,  of  three  patriarchs  and  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
five  bifhops,  was  held  at  Conftantinople  ;  and  the  authors,  as  well  as 
the  defenders,  of  the  three  chapters  were  feparated  from  the  commu- 
nion of  the  faints,  and  folemnly  delivered  to  the  prince  of  darknefs. 
But  the  Latin  churches  were  more  jealous  of  the  honour  of  Leo 
and  the  fynod  of  Chalcedon ;  and  if  they  had  fought  as  they  ufually 
did  under  the  ftandard  of  Rome,  they  might  have  prevailed  in  the 
caufe  of  reafon  and  humanity.  But  their  chief  was  a  prifoner  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy ;  the  throne  of  St.  Peter,  which  had  been  dis- 
graced 
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graced  by  the  fimony,  was  betrayed  by  the  cowardice,  of  Vigilius,  CHAP. 

who  yielded,  after  a  long  and  inconfiitent  ftruggle,  to  the  defpotifm  '  *~ — 

of  Juftinian  and  the  fophiftry  of  the  Greeks.  His  apoflacy  pro- 
voked the  indignation  of  the  Latins,  and  no  more  than  two  bifhops 
could  be  found  who  would  impofe  their  hands  on  his  deacon  and 
fucceflbr  Pelagius.  Yet  the  perfeverance  of  the  popes  infenfibly 
transferred  to  their  adverfaries  the  appellation  of  fchifmatics :  the 
Illyrian,  African,  and  Italian  churches,  were  oppreffed  by  the  civil 
and  ecclefiaftical  powers,  not  without  fome  eifort  of  military  force97 ; 
the  diftant  Barbarians  tranfcribed  the  creed  of  the  Vatican,  and  in 
the  period  of  a  century,  the  fchifm  of  the  three  chapters  expired  in 
an  obfcure  angle  of  the  Venetian  province98.  But  the  religious  dis- 
content of  the  Italians  had  already  promoted  the  conquefts  of  the 
Lombards,  and  the  Romans  themfelves  were  accuftomed  to  fufpect 
the  faith,  and  to  deteft  the  government,  of  their  Byzantine  tyrant. 

Tuftinian  was  neither  fteady  nor  confiftent  in  the  nice  procefs  of  Herefy  of 

.  ...  .  .  Juftinian, 

fixing  his  volatile  opinions  and  thofe  of  his  fubje£ts.  In  his  youth,  A.  D.  564. 
he  was  offended  by  the  flighteft  deviation  from  the  orthodox  line ; 
in  his  old  age  he  tranfgreffed  the  meafure  of  temperate  herefy,  and 
the  Jacobites,  not  lefs  than  the  Catholics,  were  fcandalized  by  his  de- 
claration, that  the  body  of  Chrift  was  incorruptible,  and  that  his 
manhood  was  never  fubject  to  any  wants  and  infirmities,  the  inhe- 
ritance of  our  mortal  flefh,    This  phantaftic  opinion  was  announced 

57  See  the  complaints  of  Liberatus  and  It  would  have  been  curious  and  impartial. 

Viflor,  and  the  exhortations  of  pope  Pela-  9*  The  bifhops  of  the  patriarchate  of  A- 

gius  to  the  conqueror  and  exarch  of  Italy,  quileia  were  reconciled  by  pope  Honorius, 

Schifma  ....  per  poteftates  publicas  oppri-  A.  D.  638  (Muratori,  Annalid'Italia,  torn.  v. 

matur,  &c.  (Concil.  torn.  vi.  p.  467,  Sec.)  p.  376.);  but  they  again  relapfed,  and  the 

An  army  was  detained  to  fupprefs  the  fe-  fchifm  was  not  finally  extinguifhed  till  698. 

dition  of  an  Illyrian  city.     See  Procopius  Fourteen  years  before,  the  church  of  Spain 

(de  Bell.  Goth.  1.  iv.  c.  25.)  :  J»  Ws-r-  h=y.x  had  overlooked  the       general  council  with 

a-purit  atiT;<?  li  Xfif-ia»o»   Jia/xa^c>rai .       He  contemptuous  filence  (xiii  Concil.  Toletan. 

feems  to  promife  an  ecclefiaftical  hiftory.  in  Concil.  torn,  vii.  p.  487— 494.). 

Vol.  IV.  4  F  in 


THE  DECLINE  AND  FALL 


CHAP. 

XLVII. 
<       u  ' 


The  Mono- 
thelite  con- 
troverfy, 
A.  D.  629. 


in  the  laft  edicts  of  Juftinian ;  and  at  the  moment  of  his  feafonable 
departure,  the  clergy  had  refufed  to  fubfcribe,  the  prince  was  pre- 
pared to  perfecute,  and  the  people  were  refolved  to  naffer  or  refift. 
A  bifhop  of  Treves,  fecure  beyond  the  limits  of  his  power,  ad- 
dreffed  the  monarch  of  the  Eaft  in  the  language  of  authority  and 
affection.  "  Moft  gracious  Juftinian,  remember  your  baptifm  and 
"  your  creed  !  Let  not  your  grey  hairs  be  defiled  with  herefy.  Re- 
"  call  your  fathers  from  exile,  and  your  followers  from  perdition. 
"  You  cannot  be  ignorant  that  Italy  and  Gaul,  Spain  and  Africa, 
«  already  deplore  your  fall  and  anathematife  your  name.  Unlefs, 
"  without  delay,  you  deftroy  what  you  have  taught ;  unlefs  you 
"  exclaim  with  a  loud  voice,  I  have  erred,  I  have  finned,  anathema 
"  to  Neftorius,  anathema  to  Eutyches,  you  deliver  your  foul  to  the 
"  fame  flames  in  which  they  will  eternally  burn."  He  died  and 
made  no  fign".  His  death  reftored  in  fome  degree  the  peace  of 
the  church,  and  the  reigns  of. his  four  fucceffors,  Juftin,  Tiberius, 
Maurice,  and  Phocas,  are  diftinguifhed  by  a  rare  though  fortunate 
vacancy  in  the  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  of  the  Eaft  ,0°. 

The  faculties  of  fenfe  and  reafon  are  leaft  capable  of  acting  on 
themfelves  ;  the  eye  is  moft  inacceffible  to  the  fight,  the  foul  to  the 
thought ;  yet  we  think,  and  even  feel,  that  one  will,  a  fole  principle 
of  action,  is  effential  to  a  rational  and  confcious  being.  When  He- 
raclius  returned  from  the  Perfian  war,  the  orthodox  hero  confulted 
his  bifhops,  whether  the  Chrift  whom  he  adored,  of  one  perfon,  but 
of  two  natures,  was  actuated  by  a  fingle  or  a  double  will.  They 


*9  Nicetius,  bifhop  of  Treves  (Concil. 
torn.  vi.  p.  511— 513):  he  himfelf,  like 
raoft  of  the  Gallican  prelates  (Gregor.  Epift. 
\.  vii.  ep.  5.  in.  Concil.  torn.  vi.  p.  1007.), 
was  feparated  from  the  communion  of  the 
four  patriarchs  by  his  refofal  to  condemn  the 
three  chapters.    Baronius  almoft  pronounces 

8 


the  damnation  of  Juftinian  (A.  D.  565, 
No  6.). 

,co  After  relating  the  laft  herefy  of  Jufti- 
nian (1.  iv.  c.  39,  40,  41.)  and  the  edict  of 
his  fucceiTor  (1.  v.  c.  3.),  the  remainder  of 
the  hiftory  of  Evagrius  is  filled  with  civil,  in- 
Head  of  ecclefiaftical,  events. 

replied 
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replied  in  the  fingular,  and  the  emperor  was  encouraged  to  hope  CHAP, 
that  the  Jacobites  of  Egypt  and  Syria  might  be  reconciled  by  the  » .  j> 
profeflion  of  a  doctrine,  moft  certainly  harmlefs,  and  raoft  probably 
true,  fince  it  was  taught  even  by  the  Neftorians  themfelves10'.  The 
experiment  was  tried  without  effect,  and  the  timid  or  vehement 
Catholics  condemned  even  the  femblance  of  a  retreat  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  a  fubtle  and  audacious  enemy.  The  orthodox  (the  pre- 
vailing) party  devifed  new  modes  of  fpeech,  and  argument,  and  in- 
terpretation :  to  either  nature  of  Chrift,  they  fpecioufly  applied  a 
proper  and  diftinct  energy  ;  but  the  difference  was  no  longer  vifible 
when  they  allowed  that  the  human  and  the  divine  will  were  inva- 
riably the  fame  ,&\  The  difeafe  was  attended  with  the  cuftomary 
fymptoms  ;  but  the  Greek  clergy,  as  if  fatiate  with  the  endlefs  con- 
troverfy  of  the  incarnation,  inftilled  a  healing  counfel  into  the  ear 
of  the  prince  and  people.  They  declared  themfelves  monothelites 
(afferters  of  the  unity  of  will),  but  they  treated  the  words  as  new, 
the  queftions  as  fuperfluous ;  and  recommended  a  religious  filence 
as  the  moft  agreeable  to  the  prudence  and  charity  of  the  gofpel. 

The  eclhefis 

This  law  of  filence  was  fucceflively  impofed  by  the  cclhejis  or  expo-  of  Heradius, 
fition  of  Heraclius,  the  type  or  model  of  his  grandfon  Conftans  103 ;  Thftype^f 

Conftans, 

101  This  extraordinary,  and  perhaps incon-  mata  Theolog.  torn.  v.  1.  ix.  c.  6 — 10.  p.  433    A.  D.  64^. 

fiftent,  doftrine  of  the  Neftorians,  had  been  — 4+7«)  :  a^  tne  depths  of  this  controver/y 

obferved  by  La  Croze  (Chriftianifme  des  In-  are  founded  in  the  Greek  dialogue  between 

■des,  torn.  i.  p.  19,  20  ),  and  is  more  fully  Maximus  and  Pyrrhus  (ad  calcem  torn.  v"ii. 

expofed  by  Abulpharagitts  (Bibliot.  Orient.  Annal.  Baron,  p.  755 — 794. ),  which  relates 

torn.  ii.  p.  292.    Hift.  Dynaft.  p.  91.  verf.  a  real  conference,  and  produced  as  a  (hort- 

Latin.Pocock)  and  Afl'eman  himfelf  (tom.iv.  lived  converfion. 

p.  218.).    They  feem  ignorant  that  they       103  Impiiflimam  eflhefim  .  .  .  .  fcelerofum 

might  allege  the  pofitive  authority  of  the  ec-  typum  (Concil.  torn,  v ii.  p.  366.)  diabolic^ 

thefts.      'O  fciafos  NsropK?  kx.mf,  &a»fwv  t«»  opcrationis  genimina  (forf.  germina,  or  eife 

6f<a>  ra  Kufia  uav&foims-i?,        ova  wruyut  i>i«5  the  Greek  yiir,ya,~a,  in  the  original.  Concil. 

(the  common  reproach  of  the  Monophyfites),  p.  36  3,  364.)  are  the  expreffions  of  the  xviLtk 

Svo  0sA»!fiaT«  Toy-rav  jtirsiy  an  eto^vcte,  rummov  anathema.     The  epiftle  of  Pope  Martin  to 

&  ravro  fehuiv  tup  .  .  .  .  Suo  nff  juvm  t$Q$xce  Amandus,  a  Gallican  bilhop,  iVgmatifes  the 

(Concil.  torn.  vii.  p.  205.).  Monothelites  and  their  herefy  with  equal  vi- 

,c*  See  theorchodox  faith  in  Petavius  (Dog-  rulence  (p.  392.). 
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XLV1I. 

-  ,  >  by  the  four  patriarchs  of  Rome,  Conftantinople,  Alexandria,  and 

Antioch.     But  the  bifhop  and  monks  of  Jerufalem  founded  the 
alarm  :  in  the  language,  or  even  in  the  filence,  of  the  Greeks,  the 
Latin  churches  detected  a  latent  herefy :  and  the  obedience  of  pope 
Honorius  to  the  commands  of  his  fovereign  was  retracted  and  cen- 
fured  by  the  bolder  ignorance  of  his  fucceifors.    They  condemned 
the  execrable  and  abominable  herefy  of  the  Monothelites,  who  re- 
vived the  errors  of  Manes,  Apollinaris,  Eutyches,  &c.  they  figned 
the  fenrence  of  excommunication  on  the  tomb  of  St.  Peter  ;  the  ink 
was  mingled  with  the  facramental  wine,  the  blood  of  Chrift  ;  and  no 
ceremony  was  omitted  that  could  fill  the  fuperflitious  mind  with 
horror  and  affright.    As  the  reprefentative  of  the  weftern  church, 
pope  Martin  and  his  Lateran  fynod  anathematifed  the  perfidious 
and  guilty  filence  of  the  Greeks  :  one  hundred  and  five  bifhops  of 
Italy,  for  the  mod  part  the  fubjects  of  Conftans,  prefumed  to  repro- 
bate his  wicked  type  and  the  impious  eElhefis  of  his  grandfather,  and 
to  confound  the  authors  and  their  adherents  with  the  twenty-one 
notorious  heretics,  the  apoftates  from  the  church,  and  the  organs  of 
the  devil.    Such  an  infult  under  the  tameft  reign  could  not  pafs 
with  impunity. '  Pope  Martin  ended  his  days  on  the  inhofpitable 
more  of  the  Tauric  Cherfonefus,  and  his  oracle,  the  abbot  Maximus, 
was  inhumanly  chaftifed  by  the  amputation  of  his  tongue  and  his 
right-hand IO+.    But  the  fame  invincible  fpirit  furvived  in  their  fuc- 
cefTors,  and  the  triumph  of  the  Latins  avenged  their  recent  defeat, 
VIth  general  and  obliterated  the  difgrace  of  the  three  chapters.    The  fynods  of 
ii^of'con-   Rome  were  confirmed  by  the  fixth  general  council  of  Conftanti- 

ftantiuople, 

,0*  The  fufferings  of  Martin  and  Maximus  chaftifement  of  their  difobedience,  d-^x  and 

are  defcribed  with  pathetic  fimplicity  in  their  cr^aTo,-  «i*kr/ao.:,   had   been  previoufly  an- 

original  letters  and  a&s  (Concil.  torn.  vii.  nounced  in  the  Type  of  Conftans  (Concil. 

p.  63 — 78.    Baron.  Annal.  Ecclef.  A.  D.  torn.  vii.  p.  240.). 
656,  N°2,  et  anno?  fubfequent.).    Yet  the 

nople, 
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nople,  in  the  palace  and  the  prefence  of  a  new  Conftantine.  a  tie-  CHAP. 

fcendant  of  Heraclius.    The  royal  convert  converted  the  Byzantine   >  -~- — 

pontiff  and  a  majority  of  the  bilhops  105  ;  the  diftenters,  with  their  Mov.  7— °' 
chief  Macarius  of  Antioch,  were  condemned  to  the  fpiritual  and  fo^'&J* 
temporal  pains  of  herefy  ;  the  Eaft  condefcended  to  accept  the 
leffons  of  the  Weft ;  and  the  creed  was  finally  fettled,  which  teaches 
the  Catholics  of  every  age,  that  two  wills  or  energies  are  harmonifed 
in  the  perfon  of  Chrift.  The  majefty  of  the  pope  and  the  Roman 
fynod  was  reprefented  by  two  priefts,  one  deacon,  arid  three  bifhops ; 
but  thefe  obfeure  Latins  had  neither  arms  to  compel,  nor  treafures 
to  bribe,  nor  language  to  perfuade ;  and  I  am  ignorant  by  what 
arts  they  could  determine  the  lofty  emperor  of  the  Greeks  to  abjure 
the  catechifm  of  his  infancy,  and  to  perfecutc  the  religion  of  his 
fathers.  Perhaps  the  monks  and  people  of  Conftantinople,ofi  were 
favourable  to  the  Lateran  creed,  which  is  indeed  the  lead  reafonable 
of  the  two  :  and  the  fufpicion  is  countenanced  by  the  unnatural 
moderation  of  the  Greek  clergy,  who  appear  in  this  quarrel  to  be 
confeious  of  their  weaknefs.  While  the  fynod  debated,  a  fanatic 
propofed  a  more  fnmmary  decifion,  by  raifmg  a  dead  man  to  life : 
the  prelates  aflifted  at  the  trial,  but  the  acknowledged  failure  may 
ferve  to  indicate,  that  the  paflions  and  prejudices  of  the  multitude 
were  not  enlifted  on  the  fide  of  the  Monothelites.  In  the  next  ge- 
neration, when  the  fori  of  Conftantine  was  depofed  and  flain  by  the 
difciple  of  Macarius,  they  tafted  the  feaft  of  revenge  and  dominion  :. 
the  image  or  monument  of  the  fixth  council  was  defaced,  and  the 

,Cs  Eutychius  (Anna!,  torn.  ii.  p.  368.)  p.  292.)  s/y»7icSr!  tr^nha.  vaea  nsurut.  When 

moft  erroneoufly  fuppofes  that  the  124  bifhops  the  Monothelite  monk  failed  in  his  miracle, 

ef  the  Roman  fynod  tranfported  themfelves  the  people  fhouted,  £  Xao?  m&vm  (Concil. 

to  Conftantinople ;  and  by  adding  them  to  torn.  vii.  p.  1032.).    But  this  was  a  natural 

the  168  Greeks,   thus  compofes  the  fixth  and  tranfient  emotion  ;  and  I  much  fear  that 

council  of  292  fathers.  the  latter  is  an  anticipation  of  orthodoxy  in 

"■6  The  Monothelite  Conftans  was  hated  the  good  people  of  Conilantinople. 
by  all  iut  rot  t«dt«  (fays  Theophanes,  Chron. 

original. 
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original  adls  were  committed  to  the  flames.  But  in  the  fecond  year, 
their  patron  was  caft  headlong  from  the  throne,  the  bilhops  of  the 
Eaft  were  releafed  from  their  occafional  conformity,  the  Roman 
faith  was  more  firmly  replanted  by  the  orthodox  fucceflbrs  of  Bar- 
danes,  and  the  fine  problems  of  the  incarnation  were  forgotten  in 
the  more  popular  and  vifible  quarrel  of  the  worfliip  of  images107. 

Before  the  end  of  the  feventh  century,  the  creed  of  the  incarna- 
tion, which  had  been  defined  at  Rome  and  Conftantinople,  was 
uniformly  preached  in  the  remote  iflands  of  Britain  and  Ireland  108 : 
the  fame  ideas  were  entertained,  or  rather  the  fame  words  were 
repeated,  by  all  the  Chriftians  whofe  liturgy  was  performed  in  the 
Greek  or  the  Latin  tongue.  Their  numbers,  and  vifiMe  fplendour, 
bellowed  an  imperfect  claim  to  the  appellation  of  Catholics :  but  in 
the  Eaft,  they  were  marked  with  the  lefs  honourable  name  of 
Melcbites,  or  Royalifts  ,C9;  of  men,  whofe  faith,  inftead  of  refting 

on 


107  The  hiftory  of  Monothelitifm  may  lie 
found  in  the  Acts  of  the  Synods  of  Rome 
.(torn.  vii.  p.  77 — 395.  601 — 608.)  and  Con- 
ftantinople (p.  609 — 1429.).  Baronius  ex- 
tracted fome  original  documents  from  the 
Vatican  library ;  and  his  chronology  is  rec- 
tified by  the  diligence  cf  Pngi.  Even  Du- 
pin  (Bibliotheque  Ecclef.  torn.  vi.  p.  57  — 
yi.)  and  Bafnage  (Hift.  de  l'Eglife,  torn.  i. 
p.  541 — 555  )  afford  a  tolerable  abridgment. 

108  In  the  Lateran  fynod  of  679,  Wilfrid, 
an  Anglo-Saxon  bifhop,  fubfcribed  pro  omni 
Aquilonati  parte  Britannia;  et  Hibernise,  qua: 
ab  Anglorum  et  Brittonum,  necnon  Scoto- 
rum  et  Pidlorum  gentibus  colebantur  (Ed- 
dius,  in  Vit.  St.  Wilfrid,  c.  31.  apud  Pagi, 
Critica,  torn.  iii.  p.  88.).  Theodore  (mag- 
na; infulae  Britannia;  archiepifcopus  et  philo- 
fophus)  was  long  expected  at  Rome  (Concil. 
tern.  vii.  p.  714.)  ;  but  he  contented  himfelf 
with  holding  (A.  D..  680)  his  provincial  fy- 
nod of  Hatfield,  in  which  he  received  the 


decrees  of  pope  Martin  and  the  firir.  Lateran 
council  againft  the  Monothelites  (Concil. 
torn.  vii.  p.  597,  &c).  Theodore,  a  monk 
of  Tarfus  in  Cilicia,  had  been  named  to  the 
primacy  of  Britain  by  pope  Vitalian  (A.  D. 
668.  See  Baronius  and  Pagi),  whofe  efteem 
for  his  learning  and  piety  was  tainted  by  fome 
diftruft  of  his  national  character — ne  quid  con- 
trarium  veritati  fidei,  Graecorum  more  in  ec- 
clefiam  cui  pra:effet  introduceret.  The  Cili- 
cian  was  fent  from  Rome  to  Canterbury  under 
the  tuition  of  an  African  guide  (Bedae  Hift. 
Ecclef.  Anglorum,  I.  iv.  c.  1.).  He  adhered 
to  the  Roman  doctrine  ;  and  the  fame  creed 
of  the  incarnation  has  been  uniformly  tranf- 
mitted  from  Theodore  to  the  modern  pri- 
mates, whofe  found  underftanding  is  perhaps 
feldom  engaged  with  that  abftrufe  myftery. 

io9  -phis  name,  unknown  till  the  xth  cen- 
tury, appears  to  be  of  Syriac  origin.  It  was 
invented  by  the  Jacobites,  and  eagerly  adopt- 
ed by  the  Neftorians  and  Mahometans  j  but 

it 
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on  the  bafis  of  fcripture,  reafon,  or  tradition,  had  been  eftablifhed,  CHAP, 
and  was  ftill  naintained,  by  the  arbitrary  power  or  a  temporal  mo-  _r, 
narch.  Their  adveriaries  might  allege  the  words  of  the  fathers  of 
Conftantinople,  who  profefs  themfelves  the  flaves  of  the  king;  and 
they  might  relate,  with  malicious  joy,  how  the  decrees  of  Chalce- 
don  had  been  infpired  and  reformed  by  the  emperor  Marcian  and 
his  virgin  bride.  The  prevailing  faction  will  naturally  inculcate 
the  duty  of  fubmiffion,  nor  is  it  lefs  natural  that  diffenters  mould 
feel  and  alTert  the  prmciples  of  freedom.  Under  the  rod  of  per- 
fection, the  Neftorians  and  Monophyfites  degenerated  into  rebels 
and  fugitives  ;  and  the  moft  ancient  and  ufeful  allies  of  Rome  were 
taught  to  confider  the  emperor  not  as  the  chief,  but  as  the  enemy, 
of  the  Chriftians.  Lan/nige,  the  leading  principle  which  unites  or 
feparates  the  tribes-  of  mankind,  foon  difcriminated  the  fectaries  of 
the  Eaft,  by  a  peculiar  and  perpetual  badge,  which  aboliilied  the 

means  of  infercourfe  and  the  hope  of  reconciliation.     The  long  Perpetual  re- 
paration of 

dominion  of  the  Greeks,  their  colonies,  and,  above  all,  their  elo-  the  Oriental 

fects. 

quence,  had  propagated  a  language,  doubtlefs  the  moft  perfect  that 
has  been  contrived  by  the  art  of  man.  Yet  the  body  of  the  people, 
both  in  Syria  and  Egypt,  ftill  perfevered  in  the  ufe  of  their  national 
idioms ;  with  this  difference  however,  that  the  Coptic  was  confined 
to  the  rude  and  illiterate  peaiants  of  rhe  Nile,  while  the  Syriac"0, 
from  the  mountains  of  Affyria  to  the  Red  Sea,  was  adapted  to  the 

it  was  accepted  without  (hame  by  the  Catho-  three  dialects.     I.  The  Aramaan,  as  it  was 

lies,  and  is  frequently  ufed  in  the  Annals  of  refined  at  Edefia  and  the  cities  of  Mefopota- 

Eutychius  (Afleman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.ii.  mia.     z.  The  Palejline,  which  was  ufed  in 

p.  507,  tec.  torn.  iii.  p.  355.     Renaudot,  Jerufalem,  Damafcus,  and  the  reft  of  Syria. 

Hift.  Patriarch.  Alexandrin.  p.  119.).    'Hpuj  3.  The  Nabatbaan,  the  ruftic  idiom  of  the 

cbAoi  t«  Bao-iXiu;,  was  the  acclamation  of  the  mountains  of  .^flyria  and  ihe  villages  of  Irak 

fathers  of  Conftantinople  (Concil.  torn.  vii.  (Gregor.  Abulpharag.  Hift.  Dynaft.  p.  11.), 

p.  765.).  On  the  Syriac,   fee  hbed-Jefu  (Afleman. 

1,0  The  Syriac,  which  the  natives  revere  torn.  iii.  p.  326,  &c),  whofe  prejudice  alone 

as  the  primitive  language,  was  divided  into  could  prefer  it  to  the  Arabic. 

higher 
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C  P.  higher  topics  of  poetry  and  argument.  Armenia  and  Abyflinia  were 
v- — v- — '  infected  by  the  fpeech  or  learning  of  the  Greeks;  and  their  Barbaric 
tongues,  which  have  been  revived  in  the  ftudies  of  modern  Europe, 
were  unintelligible  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Roman  empire.  The 
Syriac  and  the  Coptic,  the  Armenian  and  the  iEthio'pic,  are  confe- 
crated  in  the  fervice  of  their  refpective  churches  ;  and  their  theology 
is  enriched  by  domeftic  verfions both  of  the  fcriptures  and  of  the 
moft  popular  fathers.  After  a  period  of  thirteen  hundred  and  fixty 
years,  the  fpark  of  controverfy,  firft  kindled  by  a  fermon  of  Nefto- 
rius,  ftill  burns  in  the  bofom  of  the  Eaft ;  and  the  hoftile  commu- 
nions ftill  maintain  the-  faith  and  difcipline  of  their  founders.  In 
the  moft  abject  ftate  of  ignorance,  poverty,  and  fervitude,  the 
Neftorians  and  Monophyfites  reject  the  fpiritual  fupremacy  of  Rome, 
and  cherifh  the  toleration  of  their  Turkifh  mafters,  which  allows 
them  to  anathematife,  on  one  hand,  St.  Cyril  and  the  fynod  of 
Ephefus ;  on  the  other,  pope  Leo  and  the  council  of  Chalcedon. 
The  weight  which  they  caft  into  the  downfal  of  the  Eaftern  em- 
pire demands  our  notice,  and  the  reader  may  be  amufed  with  the 
various  profpedt  of,  L  The  Neftorians.  II.  The  Jacobites 
III.  The  Maronites.  IV.  The  Armenians.  V.  The  Copts  j  and, 
VI.  The  Abyftinians.    To  the  three  former,  the  Syriac  is  common ; 

I  (hall  not  enrich  my  ignorance  with  Bibliotheca  Orientalis  Clementino-Vaticana 

the  fpoils  of  Simon,  Walton,  Mill,  Wetftein,  of  Jofeph  Simon  Aflemannus.    That  learned 

Afiemannus,  Ludolphus,  La  Croze,  whom  Maronite  was  difpatched  in  the  year  1715  by 

I  have  confulted  with  fome  care.    It  ap-  pope  Clement  XI.  to  vifit  the  monafteries  of 

pears,  1.  That  of  all  the  verfions  which  are  Egypt  and  Syria,  in  fearch  of  MSS.  His 

celebrated  by  the  fathers,  it  is  doubtful  whe-  four  folio  volumes  publifhed  at  Rome  1719 

ther  any  are  now  e::tant  in  their  priftine  in-  — 1728,  contain  a  part  only,  though  perhaps 

tegrity.     2.   That  the  Syriac  has  the  beft  the  moft  valuable,  of  his  extenfive  project, 

claim  ;  and  that  the  confent  of  the  Oriental  As  a  native  and  as  a  fcholar,  he  poflefled  the 

fefb  is  a  proof  that  is  more  ancient  than  their  Syriac  literature;  and,  though  a  dependent 

fchifm.  of  Rome,  he  wifties  to  be  moderate  and  can- 

111  On  the  account  of  the  Monophyfites  did. 
and  Neftorians,  I  am  deeply  indebted  to  the 

7  but 
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but  of  the  latter,  each  is  difcriminated  by  the  ufe  of  a  national  chap. 

idiom.    Yet  the  modern  natives  of  Armenia  and  Abyflinia  would  be 

incapable  of  converling  with  their  anceftors  j  and  the  Chriftians  of 

Egypt  and  Syria,  who  rejecT:  the  religion,  have  adopted  the  language, 

of  the  Arabians.    The  lapfe  of  time  has  feconded  the  facerdotal  arts  ; 

and  in  the  Eaft,  as  well  as  in  the  Weft,  the  Deity  is  addrelTed  in 

an  obfolete  tongue,  unknown  to  the  majority  of  the  congregation. 

I.  Both  in  his  native  and  his  epifcopal  province,  the  herefy  of  the  I  The  Nes- 

i Tor i a  n  s 

unfortunate  Neftorius  was  fpeedily  obliterated.  The  Oriental  bilhops, 
who  at  Ephefus  had  refilled  to  his  face  the  arrogance  of  Cyril,  were 
mollified  by  his  tardy  conceffions.    The  fame  prelates,  or  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  fubfcribed,  not  without  a  murmur,  the  decrees  of  Chalce- 
don ;  the  power  of  the  Monophyfites  reconciled  them  with  the 
Catholics  in  the  conformity  of  paflion,  of  intereft,  and  infenfibly 
of  belief ;  and  their  laft  reluctant  figh  was  breathed  in  the  defence 
of  the  three  chapters.    Their  dilTenting  brethren,  lefs  moderate,  or 
more  fincere,  were  crufhed  by  the  penal  laws  j    and  as  early  as 
the  reign  of  Juftinian,  it  became  difficult  to  find  a  church  of  Nefte- 
rians  within  the  limits  of  the  Roman  empire.    Beyond  thofe  limits 
they  had  difcovered  a  new  world,  in  which  they  might  hope  for 
liberty  and  afpire  to  conqueft.    In  Perfia,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
fiftance  of  the  Magi,  Chriftianity  had  ftruck  a  deep  root,  and  the 
nations  of  the  Eaft  repofed  under  its  falutary  made.    The  catholic^ 
or  primate,  relided  in  the  capital :  in  his  fynods,  and  in  their 
diocefes,  his  metropolitans,  bifhops,  and  clergy,  reprefented  the  pomp 
and  order  of  a  regular  hierarchy:  they  rejoiced  in  the  increafe  of 
profelytes,  who  were,  converted  from  the  Zendavefta  to  the  Golpel, 
from  the  fecular  to  the  monaftic  life ;  and  their  zeal  was  ftimulated 
by  the  prefence  of  an  artful  and  formidable  enemy.    The  Perfian 
church  had  been  founded  by  the  muTionaries  of  Syria;  and  their 
Vol.  IV.  4  G  language, 
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CHAP,  language,  difcipline,  and  doctrine,  were  clofely  interwoven  with  its 
^_  .w-  _f  original  frame.  The  catholics  were  elected  and  ordained  by  their 
own  fuffragans;  but  their  filial  dependence  on  the  patriarchs  of 
Antioch  is  attefted  by  the  canons  of  the  Oriental  church"3.  In 
the  Perfian  fchool  of  Edefla"*,  the  rifmg  generations  of  the  faithful 
imbibed  their  theological  idiom ;  they  ftudied  in  the  Syriac  verfion 
the  ten  thoufand  volumes  of  Theodore  of  Mopfueftia,  ancj  they  re- 
vered the  apoftolic  faith  and  holy  martyrdom  of  his  difciple  Nefto- 
rius,  whofe  perfon  and  language  were  equally  unknown  to  the 
nations  beyond  the  Tigris.  The  firft  indelible  leffon  of  Ibas  bifhop 
of  Edefla,  taught  them  to  execrate  the  Egyptians,  who,  in  the  fynod 
of  Ephefus,  had  impioufly  confounded  the  two  natures  of  Chrift. 
The  flight  of  the  mailers  and  fcholars,  who  were  twice  expelled 
from  the  Athens  of  Syria,  difperfed  a  crowd  of  miffionaries  inflamed 
by  the  double  zeal  of  religion  and  revenge.  And  the  rigid  unity  of 
the  Monophyfites,  who,  under  the  reigns  of  Zeno  and  Anafta- 
iius,  had  invaded  the  thrones  of  the  Eaft,  provoked  their  antagonifts, 
in  a  land  of  freedom,  to  avow  a  moral,  rather  than  a  phyfical, 
union  of  the  two  perfons  of  Chrift.  Since  the  firft  preaching  of  the 
gofpel,  the  SafTanian  kings  beheld  with  an  eye  of  fufpicion,  a  race 
of  aliens  and  apoftates,  who  had  embraced  the  religion,  and  who 

"3  See  the  Arabic  canons  of  Nice  in  the  this  code  contains  many  curious  relics  of  ec- 

tranflation  of  Abraham  Ecchelenfis,  N°  37,  clefiaftical  difcipline ;  and  fince  it  is  equally 

38,  39,  40.    Concil.  torn.  ii.  p.  335,  336.  revered  by  all  the  eaftern  communions,  it  was 

edit.  Venet.    Thefe  vulgar  titles,  Nicene  and  probably  finifhed  before  the  fchifm  of  the 

Arabic,  are  both  apocryphal.    The  council  Neftorians  and  Jacobites   (Fabric.  Bibliot. 

of  Nice  enacted  no  more  than  twenty  canons  Gnec.  torn.  xi.  p.  363 — 367.). 

(Theodoret,  Hift.  Ecclef.  1.  i.  c.  8.) ;  and  the  **4  Theodore  the  reader  (I.  ii.  c.  5.  49.  ad 

remainder,  feventy  or  eighty,  were  collected  calcem  Hift.  Ecclef.)  has  noticed  this  Perfian 

from  the  fynods  of  the  Greek  church.    The  fchool  of  Edefl'a.    Its  ancient  fplendour,  and 

Syriac  edition  of  Maruthas  is  no  longer  ex-  the  two  aeras  of  its  downfal  (A.  D.  431  and 

tant  (Affeman.  Bibliot.  Oriental,  torn. i. p. 195.  489),  are  clearly  difcufled  by  AfTemanni  (Bi- 

tom.  iii.  p.  74-)»  and  the  Arabic  verfion  is  bliot.  Orient,  torn.  ii.  p.  4.02.  iii.  p.  376.  378. 

marked  with  many  recent  interpolations.  Yet  iv.  p.  70.  924.). 

might 
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mlght  favour  the  caufc,  of  the  hereditary  foes  of  their  country.    The  cx1^vf1  p* 
royal  edicts  had  often  prohibited  their  dangerous  correfpondence  1  __ t 
with  the  Syrian  clergy ;  the  progrefs  of  the  fchifm  was  grateful  to 
the  jealous  pride  of  Perozes,  and  he  liftened  to  the  eloquence  of 
an  artful  prelate,  who  painted  Neftorius  as  the  friend  of  Perfia,  and 
urged  him  to  fecure  the  fidelity  of  his  Chriftian  fubjects,  by  granting 
a  juft  preference  to  the  victims  and  enemies  of  the  Roman  tyrant. 
The  Neftorians  compofed  a  large  majority  of  the  clergy  and  people  : 
they  were  encouraged  by  the  fmile,  and  armed  with  the  fword,  of 
defpotifm ;  yet  many  of  their  weaker  brethren  were  ftartled  at  the 
thought  of  breaking  loofe  from  the  communion  of  the  Chriftian 
world,  and  the  blood  of  feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  Monophy- 
fites  Or  Catholics,  confirmed  the  uniformity  of  faith  and  difcipline 
in  the  churches  of  Perfia"5.    Their  ecclefiaftical  inftitutions  are  dif- 
tinguiflied  by  a  liberal  principle  of  reafon,  or  at  leaft  of  policy  :  the 
aufterity  of  the  cloyfter  was  relaxed  and  gradually  forgotten  ;  houfes  fo!e  rafters 
of  charity  were  endowed  for  the  education  of  orphans  and  found-  ^f.  ix  500. 
lings ;  the  law  of  celibacy,  fo  forcibly  recommended  to  the  Greeks 
and  Latins,  was  disregarded  by  the  Perfian  clergy ;  and  the  number 
of  the  elect  was  multiplied  by  the  public  and  reiterated  nuptials  of 
the  priefts,  the  bithops,  and  even  the  patriarch  himfelf.    To  this 
ftandard  of  natural  and  religious  freedom,  myriads  of  fugitives  re- 
forted  from  all  the  provinces  of  the  Eaftern  empire  :  the  narrow 
bigotry  of  Juftinian  was  punifhed  by  the  emigration  of  his  raoft 
induftrioiis  fubjects ;  they  tranfported  into  Perfia  the  arts  both  of 
peace  and  war  :  and  thofe  who  deferved  the  favour,  were  promoted 
in  the  fervice,  of  a  difcerning  monarch.    The  arms  of  Nufhirvan 

1,5  A  diflertation  on  the  ftate  of  the  Nefto-  ctheca  Orientalis,  the  extrafts  in  the  three  pre- 

rians  has  fwelled  in  the  hands  of  Affemanni  ceding  tomes  (torn.  i.  p.  203.  ii.  p.  321  — 

to  a  folio  volume  of  950  pages,  and  his  learn-  463.  iii.  64—70.  378 — 395,  &c.  403 — 408. 

ed  refearches  are  digeited  in  the  molt  lucid  580 — 589.)  may  be  ufefully  confuhed. 
order.    Befides  this  ivth  volume  of  the  Bibli- 

4  G  2  and 


&c. 
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C  xlvii  P   nnc^      ^ercer  grandfon,  were  aflifted  with  advice,  and  money,  and 

~v  ,  troops,  by  the  defperate  fectaries  who  ftill  lurked  in  their  native 

cities  of  the  Eaft  j  their  zeal  was  rewarded  with  the  gift  of  the  Ca- 
tholic churches :  but  when  thofe  cities  and  churches  were  recovered 
by  Heraclius,  their  open  profeffion  of  treafon  and  herefy  compelled 
them  to  feek  a  refuge  in  the  realm  of  their  foreign  ally.  But  the 
feeming  tranquillity  of  the  Neftorians  was  often  endangered,  and 
fometimes  overthrown.  They  were  involved  in  the  common  evils 
of  Oriental  defpotifm  :  their  enmity  to  Rome  could  not  always  atone 
for  their  attachment  to  the  gofpel  :  and  a  colony  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  Jacobites,  the  captives  of  Apamea  and  Antioch,  was  per- 
mitted to  erect:  an  hoftile  altar  in  the  face  of  the  catholic^  and  in  the 
iunfhine  of  the  court.  In  his  laft  treaty,  Juftinian  introduced  fome 
conditions  which  tended  to  enlarge  and  fortify  the  toleration  of 
Chriftianity  in  Perfia.  The  emperor,  ignorant  of  the  rights  of  con- 
fcience,  was  incapable  of  pity  or  efteem  for  the  heretics  who  denied 
the  authority  of  the  holy  fynods  :  but  he  flattered  himfelf  that  they 
would  gradually  perceive  the  temporal  benefits  of  union  with  the 
empire  and  the  church  of  Rome ;  and  if  he  failed  in  exciting  their 
gratitude,  he  might  hope  to  provoke  the  jealoufy  of  their  fovereign. 
In  a  later  age,  the  Lutherans  have  been  burnt  at  Paris  and  protected 
in  Germany,  by  the  fuperftition  and  policy  of  the  moll  Chriftian 
king. 

Their  mif-  The  defire  of  gaining  fouls  for  God,  and  fubjects  for  the  church, 
^7  India*"  ^as  exc^te(^  *n  every  age  the  diligence  of  the  Chriftian  priefts.  From 
China,_&c.  the  Conqueft  of  Perfia  they  carried  their  fpiritual  arms  to  the  north, 
500-1200.   the  eaft,  and  the  fouth;  and  the  fimplicity  of  the  gofpel  was  fafhioned 

and  painted  with  the  colours  of  the  Syriac  theology.    In  the  fixth. 

century,  according  to  the  report  of  a  Neftorian  traveller"6,  Chriftianity 

was 

*'*  See  the  Topographia  Chriftianaof  Cof-    navigator,  I.  iii.  p.  178,  179.  I.  xi.  p.  337. 
jnasr  furnamed  Indicopleuftes,  or  the  Indian    The  entire  work,  of  which  fome  curious  ex- 
tracts 
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was  fuccefsfulJy  preached  to  the  Bactrians,  the  Huns,  the  Perfians,  CHAP. 

XLVII 

the  Indians,  the  Perfarmenians,  the  Medes,  and  the  Elamites  ;  the  _t 
Barbaric  churches,  from  the  gulf  of  Perfia  to  the  Cafpian  fea,  were 
almoft  infinite  ;  and  their  recent  faith  was  confpicuous  in  the  num- 
ber and  fan&ity  of  their  monks  and  martyrs.    The  pepper  coaft  of 
Malabar,  and  the  ifles  of  the  ocean,  Socotora  and  Ceylan,  v/ere 
peopled  with  an  encreafing  multitude  of  Chriftians,  and  the  bifhops 
and  clergy  of  thofe  fequeftered  regions  derived  their  ordination  from 
the  catholic  of  Babylon.      In  a  fubfequent  age,  the  zeal  of  the 
Neftorians  overleaped  the  limits  which  had  confined  the  ambition 
and  curiofity  both  of  the  Greeks  and  Perfians.    The  miffionaries  of 
Balch  and  Samarcand  purfued  without  fear  the  footfteps  of  the 
roving  Tartar,  and  infinuated  themfelves  into  the  camps  of  the 
vallies  of  Imaus  and  the  banks  of  the  Selinga.    They  expofed  a 
metaphyfical  creed  to  thofe  illiterate  fhepherds  :  to  thofe  fanguinary 
warriors,  they  recommended  humanity  and  repofe.    Yet  a  khan 
whofe  power  they  vainly  magnified,  is  faid  to  have  received  at  their 
hands  the  rites  of  baptifm,  and  even  of  ordination  ;  and  the  fame  of 
Prejler  or  Prejbyter  John1'7  has  long  amufed  the  credulity  of  Europe. 

The 

trafts  may  be  found  in  Photlus  (cod.  xxxvi.  Montfaucon,  Praefat.  c.  2.).  The  Neftori- 
p.  9,  10.  edit.  Hoefche!),  Thevenot  (in  the  anifm  of  Cofmns,  unknown  to  his  learned 
1"  Part  of  his  Relations  des  Voyages,  &c),  editor,  was  detected  by  La  Croze  (Chriftian- 
and  Fabricius  (Bibliot.  Gncc.  1.  iii.  c.  25.  ifme  des  Indes,  tom.  i.  p.  40 — 55.),  and  is 
torn.  ii.  p.  603 — 617.),  has  been  publifhed  confirmed  by  Aflemanni  (Bibliot.  Orient- 
by  father  Montfaucon  at  Paris  1707,  in  the    tom.iv.  p.  605,606.). 

Nova  Collectio  Patrum  (tom.  ii.  p.  113  1,7  In  its  long  progrefs  to  Moful,  Jerufa- 
— 346.).  It  was  the  defign  of  the  author  to  lem,  Rom?,  Sec.  the  ftory  of  Prefter  John  eva- 
confute  the  impious  herefyof  thofe  who  main-  porated  in  a  monftrous  fable,  of  which  Corns 
tain  that  the  earth  is  a  globe,  and  not  a  flat  features  have  been  borrowed  from  the  Lama 
oblong  table, as  it  is  reprefented  in  the  Scrip-  of  Thibet  (Hift.  Genealogique  des  Tatare*, 
tures  (1.  ii.  p.  138.).  But  the  nonfenfe  of  P.  ii.  p.  42.  Hift.  de  Gengifcan,  p.  3 1 ,  &c.) , 
the  monk  is  mingled  with  the  practical  know-  and  were  ignorantly  transferred  by  the  Por- 
Jedge  of  the  traveller,  who  performed  his  tuguefe  to  the  emperor  of  Abyflinia  (Lu- 
voyage  A.  D.  522,  and  publifhed  his  book  at  dolph.  Hift.  ^Ethiop.  Comment.  1.  ii.  c.  1.). 
Alexandria  A.  D.  547  (1.  ii.  p.  140,  141.  Yet  it  is  probable  that  in  the  xith  and  xiith  cen- 
turies* 
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The  royal  convert  was  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  a  portable  altar;  but  he 
difpatched  an  embafly  to  the  patriarch,  to  enquire  how,  in  the  fea- 
fon  of  Lent,  he  mould  abftain  from  animal  food,  and  how  he  might 
celebrate  the  eucharift  in  a  defert  that  produced  neither  corn  nor  wine. 
In  their  progrefs  by  fea  and  land,  the  Neftorians  entered  China  by  the 
port  of  Canton  and  the  northern  refidence  of  Sigan.  Unlike  the  fenators 
of  Rome,  who  aflumed  with  a  fmile  the  characters  of  priefts  and  augurs, 
the  mandarins,  who  affect  in  public  the  reafon  of  philofophcrs,  are  de- 
voted in  private  to  every  mode  of  popular  fuperftition.  They  che- 
rifhed  and  they  confounded  the  gods  of  Paleftine  and  of  India  j  but 
the  propagation  of  Chriftianity  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  the  ftate,  and 
after  a  fhort  viciflitude  of  favour  and  perfecution,  the  foreign  feet  ex- 
pired in  ignorance  and  oblivion"8.  Under  the  reign  of  the  caliphs,  the 
Neftorian  church  was  diffufed  from  China  to  Jerufalem  and  Cyprus  ; 
and  their  numbers,  with  thofe  of  the  Jacobites,  were  computed  to  fur- 
pafs  the  Greek  and  Latin  communions  "9.  Twenty-five  metropoli- 
tans or  archbifhops  compofed  their  hierarchy,  but  feveral  of  thefe 
were  difpenfed,  by  the  diftance  and  danger  of  the  way,  from  the  duty 
of  perfonal  attendance,  on  the  eafy  condition  that  every  fix  years  they 
mould  teftify  their  faith  and  obedience  to  the  catholic  or  patriarch 
of  Babylon,  a  vague  appellation,  which  has  been  fuccerfively  applied 
to  the  royal  feats  of  Seleucia,  Ctefiphon,  and  Bagdad.    Thefe  remote 

turies,  Neftorian  Chriftianity  was  profeffed  in  the  Neftorian  church  from  the  fiift  miflion 

the  hord  of  the  Keraites  (d'Herbelot,  p.  256.  A.  D.  636,  to  the  current  year  781,  is  accufed 

915.  959.     Affemanni,  torn.  iv.  p.  468 —  of  forgery  by  La  Croze,  Voltaire,  &c.  who 

504.).  become  the  dupes  of  their  own  cunning, 

1,8  The  Chriftianity  of  China,  between  while  they  are  afraid  of  a  Jefuitical  fraud, 
the  feventh  and  the  thirteenth  century,  is  in-       1,9  Jacobitas  et  Neftorians  plures  quam 

vincibly  proved  by  the  confent  of  Chinefe,  Gracci  et  Latini.    Jacob  a  Vitriaco,  Hift. 

Arabian,  Syriac,  and  Latin  evidence  (Affe-  Hierofol.  1.  ii.  c.  76.  p.  1093.  in  the  Gefta 

manni,  Biblioth.  Orient,  torn.  iv.  p.  502 —  Dei  per  Francos.    The  numbers  are  given 

552.     Mem.  de  l'Academie  des  Infcript.  by  Thomaflin,  Difcipline  de  1'Eglife,  torn.  i. 

torn.  xxx.  p.  802—819.).     The  infeription  p,  172. 
of  Siganfu,  which  defcribes  the  fortunes  of 

branches 
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branches  arc  lone;  fince  withered,  and  the  old  patriarchal  trunk110  CHAP. 

b                                              1  XL\II. 
is  now  divided  by  the  Elijahs  of  Moful,  the  reprcfentatives,  almoft  *  *  1 

in  lineal  defcent,  of  the  genuine  and  primitive  fucceflion,  the  Jofepbs 

of  Amida,  who  are  reconciled  to  the  church  of  Rome ,ZI,  and  the 

Simeons  of  Van  or  Ormia,  whofe  revolt,  at  the  head  of  forty  thou- 

fand  families,  was  promoted  in  the  fixteenth  century  by  the  Sophis 

of  Perfia.    The  number  of  three  hundred  thoufand  is  allowed  for 

the  whole  body  of  the  Neftorians,  who,  under  the  name  of  Chal- 

dseans  or  Aflyrians,  are  confounded  with  the  moft  learned  or  the 

moft  powerful  nation  of  Eaftern  antiquity. 

According  to  the  legend  of  antiquity,  the  gofpel  was  preached  in  The  Chrifti- 

India  by  St.  Thomas '".     At  the  end  of  the  ninth  century,  his  Thomas  in 

fhrine,  perhaps  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Madras,  was  devoutly  a/d'.  883, 

vilited  by  the  ambaffadors  of  Alfred,  and  their  return  with  a  cargo 

of  pearls  and  fpices  rewarded  the  zeal  of  the  Englifh  monarch,  who 

entertained  the  largeft  projects  of  trade  and  difcovery ,IJ.  When 

the  Portuguefe  firft  opened  the  navigation  of  India,  the  Chriftians 

110  The  divifion  of  the  patriarchate  may  an  epifcopal  church  under  the  name  of  St. 

be  traced  in  the  Bibliotheca  Orient,  of  Affe-  Thome,  and  where  the  faint  performed  an 

manni,  torn.  i.  p.  523 — 549.  torn.  ii.  p.  457,  annual  miracle,  till  he  was  filenced  by  the 

&c.  torn.  iii.  p.  603.  p.  621 — 623.  torn.  iv.  profane  neighbourhood  of  the  Engliih  (La 

p.  164—  169.  p.  423.  p.  622  —  629,  &c.  Crcze,  torn.  ii.  p.  7 — 16.). 

"?  The  pompous  language  of  Rome  on       "3  Neither  the  author  of  the  Saxon  Chro- 

the  fubmiflion  of  a  Neflorian  patriarch,  is  nicle  (A.  D.  883)  nor  William  of  Malmfbury 

elegantly  rcprefented  in  the  vu"1  book  of  Fra-  (de  GeRis  Regum  Anglise,  1.  ii.  c.  4.  p.  44. ) 

Paolo,  Babylon,  Niniveh,  Arbela,  and  the  were  capable,  in  the  twelfth  century,  of  invent- 

trophies  of  Alexander,  Tauris,  and  Ecbata-  ing  this  extraordinary  fail ;  they  are  incapa- 

na,  the  Tigris  and  Indus.  ble  of  explaining  the  motives  and  meafures  of 

*"  The  Indian  miflionary  St.  Thomas,  an  Alfred  ;  and  their  hafty  notice  ferves  only  to 

apoftle,  a  Manichxan,  or  an  Armenian  mer-  pro  .  oke  our  curiofity.  William  of  Malmfbury 

chant  (La  Croze,  Chriftianifme  des  Indes,  feels  the  difficulties  of  the  enterprife,  quod 

torn.  i.  p.  57  —  70.),  was  famous,  however,  quivis  in  hoc  fzxulo  miretur;  and  I  almoft  fuf- 

as  early  as  the  time  of  Jerom  (ad  Marceilam  pett  that  the  Englifh  ambaffadors  collected 

epift.  148.).    Marco-Polo  was  informed  on  their  cargo  and  legend  in  Egypt.   The  royal 

the  fpot  that  he  fuft'ered  martyrdom  in  the  author  has  not  enriched  his  Oroiius  (fee  Bar- 

city  of  Maabar,  or  Meliapour,  a  league  only  rington's  Mifcellanies)  with  an  Indian,  as 

from  Madras  (d'Anville,  Ecclairciffemens  fur  well  as  a  Scandinavian  voyage. 
l'Inde,  p.  1 25.),  where  the  Portuguefe  founded 
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C  H  A  P.  0f  St.  Thomas  had  been  feated  for  ages  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  and 

i —  1  the  difference  of  their  character  and  colour  attefted  the  mixture  of 

a  foreign  race.  In  arms,  in  arts,  and  poffibly  in  virtue,  they  ex- 
celled the  natives  of  Hindoftan  :  the  hufbandmen  cultivated  the 
palm-tree,  the  merchants  were  enriched  by  the  pepper  trade,  the 
foldiers  preceded  the  nairs  or  nobles  of  Malabar,  and  their  hereditary 
privileges  were  refpected  by  the  gratitude  or  the  fear  of  the  king  of 
Cochin  and  the  Zamorin  himfelf.  They  acknowledged  a  Gentoo 
fovereign,  but  they  were  governed,  even  in  temporal  concerns,  by 
the  bifhop  of  Angamala.  He  ftill  afferted  his  ancient  title  of  me- 
tropolitan of  India,  but  his  real  jurifdiction  was  exercifed  in  fourteen 
hundred  churches,  and  he  was  entrufted  with  the  care  of  two  hun- 
A.D.  1500,  dred  thoufand  fouls.  Their  religion  would  have  rendered  them  the 
firmeft  and  mod  cordial  allies  of  the  Portuguefe,  but  the  inquifitors 
foon  difcerned  in  the  ChrifUans  of  St.  Thomas  the  unpardonable 
guilt  of  herefy  and  fchifm.  Inftead  of  owning  themfelves  the  fub- 
jecls  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  monarch  of 
the  globe,  they  adhered,  like  their  anceftors,  to  the  communion  of 
the  Neftorian  patriarch  ;  and  the  bifhops  whom  he  ordained  at 
Moful,  traverfed  the  dangers  of  the  fea  and  land  to  reach  their  diocele 
on  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  In  their  Syriac  liturgy,  the  names  of  Theo- 
dore and  Neftorius  were  pioufly  commemorated  ;  they  united  their 
adoration  of  the  two  perfons  of  Chrift  ;  the  title  of  Mother  of  God 
was ,  offenfive  to  their  ear,  and  they  meafured  with  fcrupulous  ava- 
rice the  honours  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  whom  the  fuperftition  of  the 
Latins  had  almqjl  exalted  to  the  rank  of  a  Goddefs.  When  her  image 
was  firft  prefented  to  the  difciples  of  St.  Thomas,  they  indignantly 
exclaimed,  "  We  are  Chriftians,  not  idolaters  !"  and  their  fimple 
devotion  was  content  with  the  veneration  of  the  crofs.  Their  fepa- 
ration  from  the  weftern  world  had  left  them  in  ignorance  of  the 
improvements  or  corruptions  of  a  thoufand  years  ;  and  their  con- 
formity with  the  faith  and  practice  of  the  fifth  century,  would 
IJ  equally 
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equally  disappoint  the  prejudices  of  a  papift  or  a  proteftant.  It  was  c  ^jf^  p* 
the  firft  care  of  the  minifters  of  Rome  to  intercept  all  correfpondence  -.-  _j» 
with  the  Neftorian  patriarch,  and  leveral  of  his  bifhops  expired  in 
the  prifons  of  the  holy  office.  The  flock,  without  a  fhepherd,  was 
affaulted  by  the  power  of  the  Portuguefe,  the  arts  of  the  Jefuits', 
and  the  zeal  of  Alexis  de  Menezes  archbiihop  of  Goa,  in  his  per- 
fonal  vifitation  of  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  The  fynod  of  Diamper,  ac 
which  he  prefided,  confummated  the  pious  work  of  the  reunion, 
and  rigoroufly  impofed  the  doctrine  and  difcipline  of  the  Roman 
church,  without  forgetting  auricular  confeffion,  the  ftrongeft  engine 
of  ecclefiaftical  torture.  The  memory  of  Theodore  and  Ncftorius 
was  condemned,  and  Malabar  was  reduced  under  the  dominion  of 
the  pope,  of  the  primate,  and  of  the  Jefuits  who  invaded  the  fee  of 
Angamala  or  Cranganor.  Sixty  years  of  fervitude  and  hypocrify  A.  D. 
were  patiently  endured ;  but  as  foon  as  the  Portuguefe  empire  1599  1663 
was  fhaken  by  the  courage  and  induftry  of  the  Dutch,  the  Nefto- 
rians  afferted,  with  vigour  and  effect,  the  religion  of  their  fathers. 
The  Jefuits  were  incapable  of  defending  the  power  which  they  had 
abufed  :  the  arms  of  forty  thoufand  Chriftians  were  pointed  againft 
their  falling  tyrants ;  and  the  Indian  archdeacon  aiTumed  the  cha- 
racter of  bifhop,  till  a  frefh  fupply  of  epifcopal  gifts  and  Syriac 
miffionaries  could  be  obtained  from  the  patriarch  of  Babylon.  Since 
the  expulfion  of  the  Portuguefe,  the  Neftorian  creed  is  freely  profeffed 
on  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  The  trading  companies  of  Holland  and 
England  are  the  friends  of  toleration ;  but  if  oppreffion  be  lefs  mortify- 
ing than  contempt,  the  Chriftians  of  St.  Thomas  have  reafon  to  com- 
plain of  the  cold  and  filent  indifference  of  their  brethren  of  Europe"*. 

"*  Concerning  the  Chriftians  of  St.  Tho-  in  two  vols.  i2mo,  La  Haye,  1758,  a  learned 

mas,  fee  Aflemannus,  Bibliot.  Orient,  tom.iv.  and  agreeable  work.    They  have  drawn  from. 

p_  501—407.  435 — 451.    Geddes's  Church  the  fame  fource,  thePortuguefeandltalian  nar- 

Hiitory  of  Malabar;   and,  above  all,  La  ratives;  and  theprejudicesofthejefuitsarefuf- 

Croze,  Hiftoire  du  Chrillianifme  des  Indes,  ficiently  corrected  by  thofe  of  the  proteftants. 

Vol.  IV.  4  H  II.  The 
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C  XL VII  P'      ^'         ^^01^  °^      Monophyfites  *s  kfs  copious  and  interefting 
— „ — -j  than  that  of  the  Neftorians.    Under  the  reigns  of  Zeno  and  Anafta- 

II   The  Ta 

cobites.  fius,  their  artful  leaders  furprifed  the  ear  of  the  prince,  ufurped  the 
thrones  of  the  Eaft,  and  crufhed  on  its  native  foil  the  fchool  of  the 
Syrians.  The  rule  of  the  Monophyfite  faith  was  defined  with  ex- 
quifite  difcretion  by  Severus  patriarch  of  Antioch  ;  he  condemned^ 
in  the  ftyle  of  the  Henoticon,  the  adverfe  herefies  of  Neftorius  and 
Eutyches,  maintained  againft  the  latter  the  reality  of  the  body  of 
Chrift,  and  conftrained  the  Greeks  to  allow  that  he  was  a  liar  who 
fpoke  truth"5.  But  the  approximation  of  ideas  could  not  abate  the  ve- 
hemence of  paflion ;  each  party  was  the  more  aftoniftied  that  their 
blind  antagonift  could  difpute  on  fo  trifling  a  difference  ;  the  tyrant 
of  Syria  enforced  the  belief  of  his  creed,  and  his  reign  was  polluted 
with  the  blood  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  monks,  who  were  flain, 
not  perhaps  without  provocation  or  refiftance,  under  the  walls  of 

A.  D.  518.  Apamea116.  The  fuccefTor  of  Anaftafnfc  replanted  the  orthodox 
ftandard  in  the  Eaft :  Severus  fled  into  Egypt ;  and  his  friend,  the 
eloquent  Xenaias117,  who  had  efcaped  from  the  Neftorians  of  Perfia, 
was  fuffocated  in  his  exile  by  the  Melchites  of  Paphlagonia.  Fifty- 
four  bifhops  were  fwept  from  their  thrones,  eight  hundred  eccle- 

,as  Oiov  term  ■bev$ahr$n<;  is  the  expreflion  of  rum  Syria  Secunda;  ad  Papam  Hormifdam, 

Theodore,  in  his  treatife  of  the  Incarnation,  Concil.  torn.  v.  p.  598 — 602.    The  courage 

p.  245.  247.  as  he  is  quoted  by  La  Croze  of  St.  Sabas,  ut  leo  animofus,  will  juftify 

(Hift.  du  Chriftianifme  d'Ethiopie  et  d'Ar-  the  fufpicion  that  the  arms  of  thefe  monka 

menie,  p.  35.).  who  exclaims,  perhaps  too  were  not  always  fpiritual  or  defcnfive  (Baro- 

haftily,  *'  Quel  pitoyable  raifonnement !"  nius,  A.  D.  5 13,  N°  7,  &c). 

Renaudot    has   touched    (Hift.   Patriarch.  »»  Affemanni  (Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  ii. 

Alex.  p.  127—138.)  the  Oriental  accounts  p.  10—46.)  and  La  Croze  (Chriftianifme 

of  Severus;  and  his  authentic  creed  may  d'Ethiopie,  p.  36— 40.)  will  fupply  the  hif- 

be  found  in  the  epiftle  of  John  the  Ja-  tory  0f  Xenaias,  or  Philoxenus,  biihop  of 

cobite  patriarch  of  Antioch,  in  the  xth  cen-  Mabug,  or  Hierapolis,  in  Syria.    He  was  a 

tury,  to  his  brother  Mennas  of  Alexandria  perfect  mailer  of  the  Syriac  language,  and 

(AiTeman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  ii.  p.  132  the  author  or  editor  of  a  verfion  of  the  New 

— «<**•)•  Teftament, 

116  Epift.  Archimandritarura  et  Monacho. 

fiaftics 
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fiaftics  were  caft  into  prifon'18,  and  notwithstanding  the  ambiguous 
favour  of  Theodora,  the  Oriental  flocks,  deprived  of  their  fhepherds, 
mult  infenfibly  have  been  either  famiftied  or  poifoned.  In  this  fpi- 
ritual  diftrefs,  the  expiring  faction  was  revived,  and  united,  and  per- 
petuated, by  the  labours  of  a  monk ;  and  the  name  of  James  Bara- 
dteus12*  has  been  preferred  in  the  appellation  of  "Jacobites ,  a  familiar 
found  which  may  ftartle  the  ear  of  an  Englifh  reader.  From  the  holy 
confelibrs  in  their  prifon  of  Constantinople,  he  received  the  powers 
of  bifhop  of  EdefTa  and  apoftle  of  the  Eaft,  and  the  ordination  of  four- 
fcore  thoufand  bifhops,  priefts,  and  deacons,  is  derived  from  the  fame 
inexhauftible  fource.  The  fpeed  of  the  zealous  miffionary  was  pro- 
moted by  the  fleeter!  dromedaries  of  a  devout  chief  of  the  Arabs  j  the 
doctrine  and  difcipline  of  the  Jacobites  were  fecretly  eftablifhed  in  the 
dominions  of  Jullinian ;  and  each  Jacobite  was  compelled  to  violate 
the  laws  and  to  hate  the  Roman  legiflator.  The  fuccelTors  of  Severus, 
while  they  lurked  in  convents  or  villages,  while  they  fheltered  their 
profcribed  heads  in  the  caverns  of  hermits,  or  the  tents  of  the  Saracens, 
ftill  afferted,  as  they  now  affert,  their  indefeafable  right  to  the  title, 
the  rank,  and  the  prerogatives  of  patriarch  of  Antioch :  under  the 
milder  yoke  of  the  infidels,  they  refide  about  a  league  from  Merdin, 
in  the  pleafant  monaftery  of  Zapharan,  which  they  have  embellifhed 
with  cells,  aqueducts,  and  plantations.  The  fecondary,  though  ho- 
nourable place,  is  filled  by  the  rnapbrian,  who,  in  his  ftation  at 

118  The  names  and  titles  of  fifty-four       129  The  obfeure  hiftory  of  James,  or  Jaco- 

bimops  who  were  exiled  by  Juflin,  are  pre-  bus  Baradreus,  or  Zanzalus,  may  be  gathered 

ferved  in  the  Chronicle  of  Dionyfius  (apud  from  Eutychius  (Annal.  torn.  ii.  p.  144.  147.), 

Afleman.  torn.  ii.  p.  54.).    Severus  was  per-  Renaudot  (Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex.  p.  133.), 

fonally  fummoned  to  Conflantinople — for  his  and  Affemannus  (Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  f. 

trial,  fays  Liberatus  (Brev\  c.  19.)  —  that  his  p.  424.  torn.  ii.  p.  62 — 69.  324 — 332.  p.  414. 

tongue  might  be  cut  out,  fays  Evagrius  (l.iv.  torn.  iii.  p.  385 — 388.).    He  feems  to  be  un- 

c.iv.).  Theprudentpatriarchdidnotltaytoex-  known  to  the  Greeks.    The  Jacobites  them- 

amine  the  difference.  This  ecciefiaftical  revo-  felves  had  rather  deduce  their  name  and 

lution  is  fixed  byPagi  to  the  month  of  Septem-  pedigree  from  St.  James  the  apoftle. 
berof  the  year  518  (Critica,  tom.ii,  p.  506.). 

4  H  2  Moful 
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Moful  itfelf,  defies  the  Neftorian  catholic  with  whom  he  contefts  the 
primacy  of  the  Eaft.  Under  the  patriarch  and  the  maphrian,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  archbifhops  and  bifliops  have  been  counted  in  the  dif- 
ferent ages  of  the  Jacobite  church;  but  the  order  of  the  hierarchy 
is  relaxed  or  difiblved,  and  the  greater  part  of  their  diocefes  is  con- 
fined to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Euphrates  and  the  Tigris.  The 
cities  of  Aleppo  and  Amida,  which  are  often  vifited  by  the  pa- 
triarch, contain  fome  wealthy  merchants  and  induftrious  mechanics, 
but  the  multitude  derive  their  fcanty  fuftenance  from  their  daily 
labour:  and  poverty,  as  well  as  fuperftition,  may  impofe  their  exceffive 
fafts ;  five  annual  lents,  during  which,  both  the  clergy  and  laity  ab- 
llain  not  only  from  fiefh  or  eggs,  but  even  from  the  tafte  of  wine,  of 
oil,  and  of  fifti.  Their  prefent  numbers  are  efteemed  from  fifty  to 
fourfcore  thoufand  fouls,  the  remnant  of  a  populous  church,  which 
has  gradually  decreafed  under  the  oppreflion  of  twelve  centuries. 
Yet  in  that  long  period,  fome  ftrangers  of  merit  have  been  converted 
to  the  Monophyfite  faith,  and  a  Jew  was  the  father  of  Abulpha- 
ragius'30  primate  of  the  Eaft,  fo  truly  eminent  both  in  his  life  and 
death.  In  his  life,  he  was  an  elegant  writer  of  the  Syriac  and 
Arabic  tongues,  a  poet,  phyfician,  and  hiftorian,  a  fubtle  philo- 
fopher,  and  a  moderate  divine.  In  his  death,  his  funeral  was  at- 
tended by  his  rival  the  Neftorian  patriarch,  with  a  train  of  Greeks 
and  Armenians,  who  forgot  their  difputes,  and  mingled  their  tears 
over ( the  grave  of  an  enemy.  The  feci:  which  was  honoured  by  the 
virtues  of  Abulpharagius  appears,  however,  to  fink  below  the  level 
of  their  Neftorian  brethren.  The  fuperftition  of  the  Jacobites  is 
more  abject,  their  fafts  more  rigid'31,  their  inteftine  divifions  are 

130  The  account  of  his  perfon  and  writings  againft  the  Jewifh  blood  which  fecretly  defiles 
is  perhaps  the  moft  curious  article  in  the  Bi-    their  church  and  ftate. 

bliothecaof  Aflemannus  (tom.ii.p.  244 — 321.  *3'  This  exceffive  abftinence  is  cenfured  by 
under  the  name  of  Grtgorius  Bar-Hehraus).  La  Croze  (p.  352.),  and  even  by  the  Syrian 
La  Croze  (Chriltianifme  d'Ethiopie,  p.  53 —  Aflemannus  (tom.  i.  p.  226.  torn.  ii.  p.  304, 
(3.)  ridicules  che  prejudice  of  the  Spaniards  305.). 

more 
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more  numerous,  and  their  doctors  (as  far  as  I  can  meafurc  the  dc-  C  PI  A  p. 

v                         .  XLVII. 
grees  of  nonfenfe)  are  more  remote  from  the  precincts  of  reafon.  <  *  ' 

Something  may  polTibly  be  allowed  for  the  rigour  of  the  Monophy- 

fite  theology  ;  much  more  for  the  fupeiior  influence  of  the  monaftic 

order.    In  Syria,  in  Egypt,  in  ./Ethiopia,  the  Jacobite  monks  have 

ever  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  aufterity  of  their  penance  and  the 

abfurdity  of  their  legends.    Alive  or  dead  they  are  worfhipped  as 

the  favourites  of  the  Deity  ;  the  crofier  of  bifhop  and  patriarch  is 

referved  for  their  venerable  hands  ;  and  they  aflume  the  government 

of  men,  while  they  are  yet  reeking  with  the  habits  and  prejudices 

of  the  cloyfter 

III.  In  the  ftyle  of  the  Oriental  Chriftians,  the  Monothelites  of  IIL  The 
every  age  are  defcribed  under  the  appellation  of  Maro?iiiesn\  a  name  ites. 
which  has  been  infenfibly  transferred  from  an  hermit  to  a  monas- 
tery, from  a  monaftery  to  a  nation.    Maron,  a  faint  or  favage  of 
the  fifth  century,  difplayed  his  religious  madnefs  in  Syria  ;  the  rival 
cities  of  Apamea'and  Emefa  difputed  his  relics,  a  {lately  church 
was  erected  on  his  tomb,  and  fix  hundred  of  his  difciples  united 
their  folitary  cells  on  the  banks  of  the  Orontes.    In  the  controverfies 
of  the  incarnation,  they  nicely  threaded  the  orthodox  line  between 
the  fects  of  Neftorius  and  Eutyches ;  but  the  unfortunate  queftion 
of  one  will  or  operation  in  the  two  natures  of  Chrift,  was  generated 
by  their  curious  leifure.    Their  profelyte,  the  emperor  Heraclius, 
was  rejected  as  a  Maronite  from  the  walls  of  Emefa ;  he  found  a 

*31  The  ftate  cf  the  Monophyfites  is  ex-  133  The  fynonymous  ufe  of  the  two  words 

cellently  illuftrated  in  a  diflertation  at  the  may  be   proved   from    Eutychius  (Anna!, 

beginning  of  the  iid  volume  of  Afl'emannus,  torn.  ii.  p.  191.  267.  332.);  and  many  ft- 

which  contains  142  pages.    The  Syriac  Chro-  milar  paffages  which  may  be  found  in  the 

nicle  of  Gregory  Bar-Hebraeus,  or  Abulpha-  methodical  table  of  Pocock.    He  was  not 

ragius  (Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  ii.  p.  321 —  actuated  by  any  prejudice  againft  the  Maron- 

463.),  purfues  the  double  feries  of  the  Neilo-  ites  of  the  \th  century;  and  we  may  believe 

rian  catholics  and  the  maphrians  of  the  Ja-  a  Melchite,  whofe  tellimony  is  confirmed  by 

cobites.  the  Jacobites  and  Latins. 

refuge 
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C  XLV ti  P'  re^uSe  'm  monaftery  of  his  brethren  ;  and  their  theological  lefibns 
v..,  were  repaid  with  the  gift,  of  a  fpacious  and  wealthy  domain.  The 

name  and  doctrine  of  this  venerable  fchool  were  propagated  among 
the  Greeks  and  Syrians,  and  their  zeal  is  expreffed  by  Macarius 
patriarch  of  Antioch,  who  declared  before  the  fynod  of  Ccnftanti- 
nople,  that  fooner  than  fubfcribe  the  two  wills  of  Chrift,  he  would 
fubmit  to  be  hewn  piece-meal  and  caft  into  the  fea  ,34.  A  fimilar  or 
a  lefs  cruel  mode  of  perfecution  foon  converted  the  unrefifting  fub- 
jects  of  the  plain,  while  the  glorious  title  of  Mardaitcs  ,3S,  or  rebels, 
was  bravely  maintained  by  the  hardy  natives  of  mount  Libanus. 
John  Maron,  one  of  the  moft  learned  and  popular  of  the  monks, 
affumed  the  character  of  patriarch  of  Antioch;  his  nephew  Abraham, 
at  the  head  of  the  Maronites,  defended  their  civil  and  religious  free- 
dom againft  the  tyrants  of  the  Eaft.  The  fon  of  the  orthodox 
Conftantine  purfued,  with  pious  hatred,  a  people  of  foldiers,  who 
might  have  ftood  the  bulwark  of  his  empire  againft  the  common  foes 
of  Chrill  and  of  Rome.  An  army  of  Greeks  invaded  Syria  j  the 
monastery  of  St.  Maron  was  deftroyed  with  fire  ;  the  braveft  chief- 
tains were  betrayed  and  murdered,  and  twelve  thoufand  of  their 
followers  were  tranfplanted  to  the  diftant  frontiers  of  Armenia  and 
Thrace.  Yet  the  humble  nation  of  the  Maronites  has  furvived  the 
empire  of  Conftantinople,  and  they  ftill  enjoy,  under  their  Turkifh 
mafters,  a  free  religion  and  a  mitigated  fervitude.  Their  domeftic 
governors  are  chofen  among  the  ancient  nobility  ;  the  patriarch  in 
his  monaftery  of  Canobin,  ftill  fancies  himfelf  on  the  thrcne  of  An- 

,3+  Concil.  torn.  vii.  p.  780.    The  Mono-  La  Roque  (Voyage  de  la  Syrie,  torn.  ii. 

thelite  caufe  was  fupported  with  firmnefs  and  p.  53.)  ;  the  dates  are  fixed  by  Pagi  (A.  D. 

fabtlety  by  Conftantine,  a  Syrian  prieft  of  676,  N°  4— 14.  A.  D.  685,  N°  3,  4.) ;  and 

Apamea  (p.  1040,  &c.).  even  the  obfcure  (lory  of  the  patriarch  John 

135  Theophanes  (Chron.  p.  295,  296.  300.  Maron   (Affeman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  i. 

302.  306.)  and  Cedrenus  (p.  437.  440.)  re-  p.  496  —  520.)  iiluftrates,  from  the  year  686 

late  the  exploits  of  the  Mardaites :  the  name  to  707,  the  troubles  of  mount  Libanus. 
(Mara1,  in  Syriac  rebeUavit)  is  explained  by 

I  tioch  ; 
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tioch ;  nine  bimops  compofe  his  fynod,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  c  ^  p* 
priefts,  who  retain  the  liberty  of  marriage,  are  entrufted  with  the  ■.-  ■  t 
care  of  one  hundred  thoufand  fouls.  Their  country  extends  from 
the  ridge  of  mount  Libanus  to  the  mores  of  Tripoli  j  and  the  gra- 
dual defcent  affords,  in  a  narrow  fpace,  each  variety  of  foil  and  cli- 
mate, from  the  Holy  Cedars,  erect  under  the  weight  of  mow'36,  to 
the  vine,  the  mulberry,  and  the  olive  trees  of  the  fruitful  valley. 
In  the  twelfth  century,  the  Maronites,  abjuring  the  Monothelite 
error,  were  reconciled  to  the  Latin  churches  of  Antioch  and  Rome'37, 
and  the  fame  alliance  has  been  frequently  renewed  by  the  ambition 
of  the  popes  and  the  diftrefs  of  the  Syrians.  But  it  may  reafonably 
be  queftioned,  whether  their  union  has  ever  been  perfect  or  fmcere ; 
and  the  learned  Maronites  of  the  college  of  Rome  have  vainly  la- 
boured to  abfolve  their  anceftors  from  the  guilt  of  herefy  and 
fchifm'38. 

IV.  Since  the  age  of  Conftantine,  the  Armenians  139  had  fig-  IV.  The 

...  .  .        r  .  n.  Armeni- 

nalifed  their  attachment  to  the  religion  and  empire  of  the  Chnltians.  ans. 

The 

136  In  the  lafl  century  twenty  large  cedars  expired  with  the  power  of  the  Franks ;  and 

ftiil  remained  (Voyage  de  la  Roque,  torn.  i.  Abulpharagiiri!  (who  died  in  1286)  confiders 

p.  68-— 76.) ;  at  prefent  they  are  reduced  to  the  Maronites  as  a  feci:  of  Monothelites  (Ei- 

four  or  five  (Volney,  torn.  i.  p.  264.).  Thefe  bliot.  Orient,  torn.  ii.  p.  292.)- 

trees,  fo  famous  in  fcripture,  were  guarded  138  I  find  a  defcription  and  hiftory  of  the 

by  excommunication  :  the  wood  was  fparingly  Maronites  in  the  Voyage  de  la  Syrie  et  du 

borrowed  for  fm all  crofles,  &c. ;  an  annual  Mont  Liban  par  La  Roque  (2  vols,  in  i2mo, 

mafs  was  chaunted  under  their  fhade ;  and  Amfterdam,  1723;  particularly  torn.  i.  p.  42 

they  were  endowed  by  the  Syrians  with  a  fen-  — 47.  p-  174 — 184.  torn.  ii.  p.  10 — 120.). 

fitive  power  of  erefting  their  branches  to  re-  In  the  ancient  part  he  copies  the  prejudices 

pel  the  fnow,  to  which  mount  Libanus  is  of  Nairon  and  the  other  Ma:  onites  of  Rome, 

lefs  faithful  than  it  is  painted  by  Tacitus  r  which  Afiemannus  is  afraid  to  renounce,  and 

inter  ardores  oDacum  fidumque  nivibus— a  afhamed  to  fupport.  Jablonfld  (Inftitut.  Hift. 

daring  metaphor^  (Hift.  v.  6.).  Chrift.  torn.  iii.  p.  186.),  Niebuhr  (Voyage 

■"The  evidence  of  William  of  Tyre  de  l'Arabie,  &c.  torn.  ii.  p.  346.  370— 381 .), 

/Hift.  in  Geftis  Dei  per  Francos,  1.  xxii.  c.  8.  a"d>  above  all,  the  judicious  Volney  (Voyage 

p.  1022.)  is  copied  or  coo  firmed  by  Jacques  en  Egypte  et  en  Syrie,  torn.  ii.  p.  8—31. 

de  Vitra   (Hift.  Hierofolym.  1.  ii.  c.  77.  Paris,  1787),  may  be  confulted. 

p,  1093,  1094.).    But  this  unnatural  league  133  The  religion  of  the  Armenians  is  briefly 

defcribed 
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C  XL VII  P"  ^e  ^^or^ers  °^  tric^r  country,  and  their  ignorance  of  the  Greek 

»— — w  '  tongue,  prevented  their  clergy  from  affifting  at  the  fynod  of  Chal- 

cedon,  and  they  floated  eighty-four  years 140  in  a  ftate  of  indiffer- 
ence or  fufpenfe,  till  their  vacant  faith  was  finally  occupied  by  the 
mhTionaries  of  Julian  of  Halicarna^^us,4,,  who  in  Egypt,  their  com- 
mon exile,  had  been  vanquifhed  by  the  arguments  or  the  influence 
of  his  rival  Severus,  the  Monophyfite  patriarch  of  Antioch.  The 
Armenians  alone  are  the  pure  difciples  of  Eutyches,  an  unfortunate 
parent,  who  has  been  renounced  by  the  greater  part  of  his  fpiritual 
progeny.  They  alone  perfevere  in  the  opinion,  that  the  manhood 
of  Chrift  was  created,  or  exifted  without  creation,  of  a  divine  and 
incorruptible  fubftance.  Their  adverfaries  reproach  them  with  the 
adoration  of  a  phantom  ;  and  they  retort  the  accufation,  by  deriding 
or  execrating  the  blafphemy  of  the  Jacobites,  who  impute  to  the 
Godhead  the  vile  infirmities  of  the  flem,  even  the  natural  effects  of 
nutrition  and  digeftion.  The  religion  of  Armenia  could  not  derive 
much  glory  from  the  learning  or  the  power  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
royalty  expired  with  the  origin  of  their  fchifm,  and  their  Chriftian 
kings,  who  arofe  and  fell  in  the  thirteenth  century  on  the  confines 
of  Cilicia,  were  the  clients  of  the  Latins  and  the  vaffals  of  the 
Turkifh  fultan  of  Iconium.  The  helplefs  nation  has  feldom  been 
permitted  to  enjoy  the  tranquillity  of  fervitude.  From  the  earlieft 
period  to  the  prefent  hour, .  Armenia  has  been  the  theatre  of  perpe- 

defcribed  by  La  Croze  (Hift.  du  Chrift.  de  gi,  Critica,  ad  A.  D.  535).    It  was  confum- 

l'Ethiope  &  de  I'Armenie,  p.  269—402.).  mated  at  the  end  of  feventeen  years ;  and  it 

He  refers  to  the  great  Armenian  Hiftory  of  is  from  the  year  of  Chrift  552  that  we  date 

Galanus  (3  vols.infol.  Rome,  1650  — 1661),  the  aera  of  the  Armenians  (l'Art  de  verifier 

and  commends  the  ftate  of  Armenia  in  the  les  Dates,  p.  xxxv.). 

iiid  volume  of  the  Nouveaux  Memoires  des  The  fentiments  and  fuccefs  of  Julian  of 

Millions  du  Levant.    The  work  of  a  Jefuit  Kalicarnaflys  may  be  feen  in  Liberatus  (Brev. 

muft  have  fterling  merit  when  it  is  praifed  by  c.  19.),  Renaudot  (Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex. 

La  Croze.  p.  132.  303.),  and  Affemannus  (Bibliot.  Ori- 

I+u  The  fchifm  of  the  Armenians  is  placed  ent.  torn.  ii.     DifTertat.  de  Monophyfitis, 

$4  years  after  the  council  of  Chalcedon  (Pa-  p.  viii.  p.  286.). 

tual 
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tual  war ;  the  lands  between  Tauris  and  Erivan  were  difpeopled  by  c  W  A  p- 

the  cruel  policy  of  the  Sophies ;  and  myriads  of  Chriftian  families   <  ^  / 

were  tranfplanted,  to  perifh  or  to  propagate  in  the  diftant  provinces 
of  Perfia.    Under  the  rod  of  oppreflion,  the  zeal  of  the  Armenians 
is  fervent  and  intrepid  :  they  have  often  preferred  the  crown  of 
martyrdom  to  the  white  turban  of  Mahomet ;  they  devoutly  hate 
the  error  and  idolatry  of  the  Greeks  ;  and  their  tranfient  union  with 
the  Latins  is  not  lefs  devoid  of  truth,  than  the  thoufand  bifliops 
whom  their  patriarch  offered  at  the  feet  of  the  Roman  pontiff'42. 
The  catholic  or  patriarch  of  the  Armenians  refides  in  the  monafterv 
of  Ekmiafin,  three  leagues  from  Erivan.    Forty-feven  archbifliops, 
each  of  whom  may  claim  the  obedience  of  four  or  five  fuffragans, 
are  confecrated  by  his  hand  ;  but  the  far  greater  part  are  only  titular 
prelates,  who  dignify  with  their  prefence  and  fervice  the  fimplicity 
of  his  court.    As  foon  as  they  have  performed  the  liturgy,  they 
cultivate  the  garden ;  and  our  bifliops  will  hear  with  furprife,  that 
the  aufterity  of  their  life  encreafes  in  juft  proportion  to  the  elevation 
of  their  rank.    In  the  fourfcore  thoufand  towns  or  villages  of  his 
fpiritual  empire,  the  patriarch  receives  a  fmall  and  voluntary  tax 
from  each  perfon  above  the  age  of  fifteen  ;  but  the  annual  amount 
of  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns  is  infufficient  to  fupply  the  incefTant 
demands  of  charity  and  tribute.    Since  the  beginning  of  the  laft  cen- 
tury, the  Armenians  have  obtained  a  large  and  lucrative  fhare  of  the 
commerce  of  the  Eaft  :  in  their  return  from  Europe,  the  caravan 
ufually  halts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Erivan,  the  altars  are  enriched 
with  the  fruits  of  their  patient  induftry  ;  and  the  faith  of  Eutyches  is 
preached  in  their  recent  congregations  of  Barbary  and  Poland'43. 

V.  In 

M1  See  a  remarkable  fact  of  the  xiith  cen-    had  gloried  in  the  converfion  of  the  Arme- 
tury  in  the  Hiitory  of  Nicetas  Choniates    nians — hwfftua'ffnyuftf  *f£oJb$w{> 
(p.  258.).    Yet  three  hundred  years  before,        143  The  travelling  Armenians  are  in  the 
Photius  (Epiftol.  ii.  p.  49.  edit.  Montacul)    way  of  every  traveller,  and  their  mother 

Vot. .  IV.  4  I  church 
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V.  The 

Copts  or 
Egyp- 
tians. 


The  patri- 
arch Theo- 
dofius, 
A.  D. 

537-568. 


Paul, 

A.D.  538-. 


V.  In  the  reft  of  the  Roman  empire,  the  defpotifm  of  the  prince 
might  eradicate  or  filence  the  fectaries  of  an  obnoxious  creed.  Bat 
the  ftubborn  temper  of  the  Egyptians  maintained  their  oppofition  to 
the  fynod  of  Chalcedon,  and  the  policy  of  Juftinian  condefcended 
to  expect  and  to  feize  the  opportunity  of  difcord.  The  Monophy- 
fite  church  of  Alexandria  144  was  torn  by  the  difputes  of  the  corrup- 
tibles  and  hicorruptibles^  and  on  the  death  of  the  patriarch,  the  two 
factions  upheld  their  refpettive  candidates  '*s.  Gaian  was  the  dis- 
ciple of  Julian,  Theodofius  had  been  the  pupil  of  Severus  :  the 
claims  of  the  former  were  fupported  by  the  confent  of  the  monks 
and  fenators,  the  city  and  the  province ;  the  latter  depended  on  the 
priority  of  his  ordination,  the  favour  of  the  emprefs  Theodora,  and 
the  arms  of  the  eunuch  Narfes,  which  might  have  been  ufed  in  more 
honourable  warfare.  The  exile  of  the  popular  candidate  to  Car- 
thage and  Sardinia,  inflamed  the  ferment  of  Alexandria  •  and  after 
a  fchifm  of  one  hundred  and  feventy  years,  the  Gaianitcs  ftill  revered 
the  memory  and  doctrine  of  their  founder.  The  ftrength  of  num- 
bers and  of  difcipline  was  tried  in  a  defperate  and  bloody  conflict  j 
the  ftreets  were  filled  with  the  dead  bodies  of  citizens  and  foldiers  ; 
the  pious  women,  afcending  the  roofs  of  their  houfes,  fhowered  down 
every  fharp  or  ponderous  utenfil  on  the  heads  of  the  enemy  ;  and 
the  final  victory  of  Narfes  was  owing  to  the  flames,  with  which  he 
wafted  the  third  capital  of  the  Roman  world.  But  the  lieutenant 
of  Juftinian  had  not  conquered  in  the  caufe  of  an  heretic  ;  Theodo- 
fius himfelf  was  fpeedily  though  gently  removed  ;  and  Paul  of  Tanis, 

church  is  on  the  high-road  between  Conftan-  ,44,  The  hiftory  of  the  Alexandrian  patri- 

tinople  and  Ifpahan  :  for  their  prefent  Hate,  arch?,  from  Diofcorus  to  Benjamin,  is  taken 

fee  Fabricius  (Lux  Evangelii,  &c.  c.  xxxviii.  from  Renaudot  (p.  114 — 164.)  and  the  fe- 

p.  40—51.),  Olearius  (1.  iv.  c.  40.),  Chardin  cond  tome  of  the  Annals  of  Eutychius. 

(vol.ii.  p.  23Z.),Touroefort(lettrexx.),  and,  •«  Liberat.  Brev.   c.  20.  23.  Victor, 

above  all,  Tavernier  (torn.  i.  p.  28 — 37.510  Chron.    p.  329,  330.     Procop.  Anecdot. 

—518.),  that  rambling  jeweller,  who  had  read  *,  26,27, 
nothing,  but  bad  feen  fo  mush  and  fo  well. 

an 
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an  orthodox  monk,  was  raifed  to  the  throne  of  Athanafius.    The  c      A  p* 

•    powers  of  government  were  drained  in  his  mpport  ;  he  might  ap-  <  „ — *—> 

-point  or  difplace  the  dukes  and  tribunes  of  Egypt  ;  the  allowance  of 
"bread  which  Diocletian  had  granted,  was  fuppreffed,  the  churches 
were  fhut,  and  a  nation  of  fchifmatics  was  deprived  at  once  of  their 
fpiritual  and  carnal  food.    In  his  turn,  the  tyrant  was  excommuni- 
cated by  the  zeal  and  revenge  of  the  people  ;  and  none  except  his 
fervile  Melchites  would  falute  him  as  a  man,  a  Chriftian,  or  a  bifhop. 
Yet  fuch  is  the  blindnefs  of  ambition,  that,  when  Paul  was  expelled 
on  a  charge  of  murder,  he  folicited,  with  a  bribe  of  feven  hundred 
pounds  of  gold,  his  reftoration  to  the  fame  ftation  of  hatred  and 
ignominy.     His  fucceffor  Apollinaris  entered  the  hoftile  city  in  Apollinari?. 
military  array,  alike  qualified  for  prayer  or  for  battle.    His  troops,     '   '  55 
under  arms,  were  diftributed  through  the  ftreets ;  the  gates  of  the 
cathedral  were  guarded,  and  a  chofen  band  was  ftationed  in  the 
choir  to  defend  the  perfon  of  their  chief.    He  flood  erect  on  his 
throne,  and  throwing  afide  the  upper  garment  of  a  warrior,  fuddenly 
appeared  before  the  eyes  of  the  multitude  in  the  robes  of  patriarch 
of  Alexandria.    Aftonifhment  held  them  mute ;  but  no  fooner  had 
Apollinaris  begun  to  read  the  tome  of  St.  Leo,  than  a  volley  of 
curfes,  and  invectives,  and  flones,  aflaulted  the  odious  minifter  of  the 
emperor  and  the  fynod.    A  charge  was  inftantly  founded  by  the 
fuceeflbr  of  the  apoftles  ;  the  foldiers  waded  to  their  knees  in  blood ; 
and  two  hundred  thoufand  Chriftians  are  faid  to  have  fallen  by  the 
fword :  an  incredible  account,   even  if  it  be  extended  from  the 
flaughter  of  a  day  to  the  eighteen  years  of  the  reign  of  Apollinaris. 
Two  fucceeding  patriarchs,  Eulogius146  and  John147,  laboured  in  the  Eulogius, 

~        A,  D.  580. 

converhon 

,+6  Eulogius,  who  had  been  a  monk  of  oppofite  afTertions  of  St.  Leo  are  equally  true, 
Antioch,  was  more  confpicuous  for  fubtlety  &c.  His  writings  are  no  longer  extant,  ex- 
than  eloquence.  He  proves  that  the  enemies  cept  in  the  Extracts  of  Photius,  who  had 
of  the  faith,  the  Gaianites  and  Theodofians,  perufed  them  with  care  and  fatisfaclion, 
ought  not  to  be  reconciled  ;  that  the  fame  pro-  cod.  ccviii.  ccxxv,  ccxxvi,  cexxvii.  cexxx. 
pofition  may  be  orthodox  in  the  mouth  of  St.  eclxxx. 

Cyril,  heretical  in  that  of  Severus ;  that  the       147  See  the  life  of  John  the  eleemofynary 

41  a  by 
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CHAP,  converfion  of  heretics,  with  arms  and  arguments  more  worthy  of 

XLVII.  ,  . 

1^  their  evangelical  profeflion.  The  theological  knowledge  of  Eulogius 
was  difplayed  in  many  a  volume,  which  magnified  the  errors  of 
Eutyches  and  Severus,  and  attempted  to  reconcile  the  ambiguous 
language  of  St.  Cyril  with  the  orthodox  creed  of  pope  Leo  and  the 
John,  fathers  of  Chalcedon.  The  bounteous  alms  of  John  the  eleemofy- 
A.  D.  609.  nary  were  dictated  by  fuperftition,  or  benevolence,  or  policy.  Seven 
thoufand  five  hundred  poor  were  maintained  at  his  expence  ;  on 
his  acceffion,  he  found  eight  thoufand  pounds  of  gold  in  the  treafury 
of  the  church  ;  he  collected  ten  thoufand  from  the  liberality  of  the 
faithful ;  yet  the  primate  could  boaft  in  his  teftament,  that  he  left 
behind  him  no  .more  than  the  third  part  of  the  fmalleft  of  the  filver 
coins.  The  churches  of  Alexandria  were  delivered  to  the  Catholics, 
the  religion  of  the  Monophyfites  was  profcribed  in  Egypt,  and  a  law 
was  revived  which  excluded  the  natives  from  the  honours  and  emo- 
luments of  the  ftate. 

Their  fepara-  A  more  important  conqueft  ftill  remained,  of  the  patriarch,  the 
tion  and  de-   oracje  an£j  ]eac]er  0f  tne  Egyptian  church.    Theodofms  had  refilled 

the  threats  and  promifes  of  Juftinian  with  the  fpirit  of  an  apoftle 
or  an  enthufiaft.  "  Such,"  replied  the  patriarch,  "  were  the  offers 
"  of  the  tempter  when  he  mewed  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth.  But 
"  my  foul  is  far  dearer  to  me  than  life  or  dominion.  The  churches 
<c  are  in  the  hands  of  a  prince  who  can  kill  the  body  ;  but  my  con- 
11  fcience  is  my  own ;  and  in  exile,  poverty,  or  chains,  I  will  fted- 
41  faftly  adhere  to  the  faith  of  my  holy  predeceffors,  Athanafius, 
"  Cyril,  and  Diofcorus.  Anathema  to  the  tome  of  Leo  and  the 
11  fynod  of  Chalcedon  !  Anathema  to  all  who  embrace  their  creed  ! 
"  Anathema  to  them  now  and  for  evermore  !  Naked  came  I  out  of 
"  my  mother's  womb,  naked  mail  I  defcend  into  the  grave.  Let 

by  his  contemporary  Leon ti us,  biihop  of  Nea-    N°8.).    Pagi  (Critica,  torn.  ii.  p.  763  )  and 
polis  in  Cyprus,  whofe  Greek  text,  either  loft    Fabricius  (1.  v.  c.  U.  torn.  vii.  p.  454.)  have 
or  hidden,  is  refledled  in  the  Latin  verfion  of   made  fome  critical  obfervations. 
Baronius  (A.  D.  610,  N°  9.   A.  D.  620, 

"  thofe 
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"  thofe  who  love  God,  follow  me  and  feek  their  falvation."  After 
comforting  his  brethren,  he  embarked  for  Conftantinople,  and  fuf- 
tained,  in  fix  fucceffive  interviews,  the  almoft  irrefiftible  weight  of 
the  royal  prefence.  His  opinions  were  favourably  entertained  in  the 
palace  and  the  city ;  the  influence  of  Theodora  affured  him  a  fafe 
conduct  ancf  honourable  difmifiion  ;  and  he  ended  his  days,  though 
not  on  the  throne,  yet  in  the  bofom,  of  his  native  country.  On  the 
news  of  his  death,  Apollinaris  indecently  feafted  the  nobles  and  the 
clergy  ;  but  his  joy  was  checked  by  the  intelligence  of  a  new  elec- 
tion ;  and  while  he  enjoyed  the  wealth  of  Alexandria,  his  rivals 
reigned  in  the  monafteries  of  Thebais,  and  were  maintained  by  the 
voluntary  oblations  of  the  people.  A  perpetual  fucceffion  of  pa- 
triarchs arofe  from  the  afhes  of  Theodofius  ;  and  the  Monophyfite 
churches  of  Syria  and  Egypt  were  united  by  the  name  of  Jacobites 
and  the  communion  of  the  faith.  But  the  fame  faith,  which  has 
been  confined  to  a  narrow  feci:  of  the  Syrians,  was  diffufed  over  the 
mafs  of  the  Egyptian  or  Coptic  nation  ;  who,  almoft  unanimoufly, 
rejected  the  decrees  of  the  fynod  of  Chalcedon.  A  thoufand  years 
were  now  elapfed  fince  Egypt  had  ceafed  to  be  a  kingdom,  fince 
the  conquerors  of  Afia  and  Europe  had  trampled  on  the  ready  necks 
of  a  people,  whofe  ancient  wifdom  and  power  afcends  beyond  the 
records  of  hiftory.  The  conflict  of  zeal  and  perfecution  rekindled 
fome  fparks  of  their  national  fpirit.  They  abjured,  with  a  foreign 
herefy,  the  manners  and  language  of  the  Greeks :  every  Melchite, 
in  their  eyes,  was  a  ftranger,  every  Jacobite  a  citizen ;  the  alliance 
of  marriage,  the  offices  of  humanity,  were  condemned  as  a  deadly 
fin  ;  the  natives  renounced  all  allegiance  to  the  emperor  ;  and  his 
orders,  at  a  diftance  from  Alexandria,  were  obeyed  only  under  the 
preflure  of  military  force.  A  generous  effort  might  have  redeemed 
the  religion  and  liberty  of  Egypt,  and  her  fix  hundred  monafteries 
might  have  poured  forth  their  myriads  of  holy  warriors,  for  whom 
death  mould  have  no  terrors,  fince  life  had  no  comfort  or  delight. 
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CHAP.  But;  experience  has  proved  the  diftinction  of  active  and  paflive 

XL  V J  J  . 

*  „  1  -courage  ;  the  fanatic  who  endures  without  a  groan  the  torture  of  the 

rack  or  the  flake,  would  tremble  and  fly  before  the  face  of  an  armed 
enemy.  The  pufillanimous  temper  of  the  Egyptians  could  only 
hope  for  a  change  of  matters  ;  the  arms  of  Chofroes  depopulated  the 
land,  yet  under  his  reign  the  Jacobites  enjoyed  a  fhort  and  preca- 
rious refpite.  The  victory  of  Heraclius  renewed  and  aggravated 
the  perfecution,  and  the  patriarch  again  efcaped  from  Alexandria  to 

Benjamin,     the  defert.    In  his  flight,  Benjamin  was  encouraged  by  a  voice, 

the  Jacobite 

patriarch,  which  bad  him  expect,  at  the  end  of  ten  years,  the  aid  of  a  foreign 
625—661.  nation,  marked  like  the  Egyptians  themfelves  with  the  ancient  rite 
of  circumcifion.  The  character  of  thefe  deliverers,  and  the  nature 
of  the  deliverance,  will  be  hereafter  explained  ;  and  I  mail  ftep  over 
the  interval  of  eleven  centuries  to  obferve  the  prefent  mifery  of  the 
Jacobites  of  Egypt.  The  populous  city  of  Cairo  affords  a  refidence 
or  rather  a  fhelter  for  their  indigent  patriarch,  and  a  remnant  of  ten 
bifhops  :  forty  monafteries  have  furvived  the  inroads  of  the  Arabs ; 
and  the  progrefs  of  fervitude  and  apoftafy  have  reduced  the  Coptic 
nation  to  the  defpicable  number  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  thoufand 
families'48  ;  a  race  of  illiterate  beggars,  whofe  only  confolation  is 
derived  from  the  fuperior  wretchednefs  of  the  Greek  patriarch  and 
his  diminutive  congregation  ,49. 

1+8  This  number  is  taken  from  the  curious  naudot's  motley  work,  neither  a  tranflation 

Recherches  fur  les  Egyptiens  et  les  Chinois  nor  an  original;   the  Chronicon  Orientale 

(torn.  ii.  p.  192,  193.)*  and  appears  more  of  Peter,  a  Jacobite;   in  the  two  verfions 

probable  than  the  600,000  ancient,  or  15,000  of    Abraham  Ecchellenfis,     Paris,    1651  ; 

modern,  Copts  of  Gemelli  Carreri.    Cyril  and  John  Simon  Afleman,   Venet.  1729. 

Lucar,  the  proteftant  patriarch  of  Conftanti-  Thefe  annals  defcend  no  lower  than  the  xiiith 

nople,  laments  that  thofe  heretics  were  ten  century.    The  more  recent  accounts  muft  be 

times  more  numerous    than   his   orthodox  fearched  for  in  the  travellers  into  Egypt,  and 

Greeks,  ingenioufly  applying  the  7r&.Vi*»  xm  the  Nouveaux  Memoires  des  Miflions  de  Le» 

ffexecht  ^yoiaTo  oivo^o.o  of  Homer    (Iliad  ii.  vant.    In  the  laft  century,  Jofeph  Abudacnus, 

128.),  the  moft  perfeft  expreffion  of  con-  a  native  of  Cairo,  publifhed  at  Oxford,  in 

tempt  (Fabric.  Lux  Evangelii,  740.).  thirty  pages,  a  flight  Hiftoria  Jacobitarum, 


'-19  The  hiitory  of  the  Copts,  their  religion,  147.  poft  J  50. 
planners,  &c.  may  be  found  in  the  Abbe  Re- 
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S  I     I  - 
A  K  S  AND 
B  1  A  N  S» 


VI.  The  Coptic  patriarch,  a  rebel  to  the  Cxfars,  or  a  Have  to  the  c  ^  A  ?- 
khalifs,  ftill  eloried  in  the  filial  obedience  of  the  kita'gs  of  Nubia  and   •  _# 

....  .     .  ?  VI.  The 

./Ethiopia.  He  repaid  their  homage  by  magnifying  their  greatnefs;  and  Aby 
it  was  boldly  aflerted  that  they  could  bring  into  the  field  an  hundred  £ 
thoufand  horfe,  with  an  equal  number  of  camels'50;  that  their  hand' 
could  pour  or  reftrain  the  waters  of  the  Nile  151 ;  and  the  peace  and 
plenty  of  Egypt  was  obtained,  even  in  this  world,  by  the  intercefuon 
of  the  patriarch.  In  exile  at  Conftantinople,  Theodciius  recom- 
mended to  his  patronefs  the  converfion  of  the  black  nations  of 
Nubia from  the  tropic  of  Cancer  to  the  confines  of  Abyffin'ia. 
Her  defign  was  fufpedted  and  emulated  by  the  more  orthodox  em- 
peror. The  rival  mifiionaries,  a  Melchite  and  a  Jacobite,  embarked 
at  the  fame  time ;  but  the  emprefs,  from  a  motive  of  love  or  fear, 
was  more  effectually  obeyed  ;  and  the  Catholic  prieft  was  detained  by 
the  prefident  of  Thebais,  while  the  king  of  Nubia  and  his  court  were 
haftily  baptifed  in  the  faith  of  Diofcorus.  The  tardy  envoy  of  Jufti- 
nian  was  received  and  difmifTed  with  honour ;  but  when  he  accufed 
the  herefy  and  treafon  of  the  Egyptians,  the  negro  convert  was  in- 
ftructed  to  reply  that  he  would  never  abandon  his  brethren  the  true 
believers,  to  the  perfecuting  minifters  of  the  fynod  of  Chalcedon 
During  feveral  ages,  the  bifhops  of  Nubia  were  named  and  confe- 

150  About  the  year  737.    See  Renaudot,    probably  furpafs,  the  power  of  the  Caefars. 
Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex.  p.  221,  222.    Elffla-       151  The  Abyfiinians,  who  ftill  preferve  the 
cin,  Hift-.  Saracen,  p.  99.  features  and  oli\e  complexion  of  the  Arabs, 

151  Ludolph,  Hift.  ^thiopic.  et  Comment,  afford  a  proof  that  two  thoufand  years  are 
I.  i.  c.  8.  Renaudot,  Hift.  Patriarch.  Alex,  not  fufticient  to  change  the  colour  of  the  hu- 
p.  4.80,  &c.  This  opinion,  introduced  into  man  race.  The  Nubians,  an  African  race, 
Egypt  and  Europe  by  the  artifice  of  the  Copts,  are  pure  negroes,  as  black  as  thofe  cf  Sene- 
the  pride  of  the  Abyfiinians,  the  fear  and  gal  or  Congo,  with  flat  nofes,  thick  lips,  and 
ignorance  of  the  Turks  2nd  Arabs,  has  not  woolly  hair  (Buftbn,  Hift.  Naturelle,  torn.  V. 
even  the  femblance  of  truth.  The  rains  of  p.  117.  143,  144.  166.  219.  edit,  in  I2mc>, 
Ethiopia  do  not,  in  the  encreafe  of  the  Pari;.,  1769).  The  ancients  beheld,  without 
Nile,  confult  the  will  of  the  monarch,  much  attention,  the  extraordinary  phrenome- 
lf  the  river  approaches  at  Napata,  within  non  which  has  exercifed  the  philofophers  and 
three  days  journey  of  the  Red  Sea  (fee  theologians  of  modern  times. 
d'Anville's  Maps),  a  canal  that  (hould  di-  *'3  Afleman.  Bibliot.  Orient,  torn.  i. 
vert  its  courfe  would  demand,   and  moft  p.  329. 

7  crated 
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Church  of 
Abyflinia, 
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crated  by  the  Jacobite  patriarch  of  Alexandria  :  as  late  as  the  twelfth 
century,  Chriftianity  prevailed  ;  and  fome  rites,  fome  ruins,  are  ftili 
vifible  in  the  favage  towns  of  Sennaar  and  Dongola154.  But  the 
Nubians  at  length  executed  their  threats  of  returning  to  the  worfhip 
of  idols ;  the  climate  required  the  indulgence  of  polygamy,  and  they 
have  finally  preferred  the  triumph  of  the  Koran  to  the  abafement  of 
the  Crofs.  A  metaphyseal  religion  may  appear  too  refined  for  the 
capacity  of  the  negro  race  :  yet  a  Wack  or  a  parrot  might  be  taught 
to  repeat  the  words  of  the  Chalcedonian  or  Monophyfite  creed. 

Chriftianity  was  more  deeply  rooted  in  the  Abyffinian  empire ; 
and,  although  the  correfpondence  has  been  fometimes  interrupted 
above  feventy  or  an  hundred  years,  the  mother-church  of  Alex- 
andria retains  her  colony  in  a  ftate  of  perpetual  pupillage.  Seven 
bifhops  once  compofed  the  jEthiopic  fynod  :  had  their  number 
amounted  to  ten,  they  might  have  elected  an  independent  primate, 
and  one  of  their  kings  was  ambitious  of  promoting  his  brother  to 
the  ecclefiaftical  throne.  But  the  eveht  was  forefeen,  the  encreafe 
was  denied  ;  the  epifcopal  office  has  been  gradually  confined  to  the 
ahum  ,5S,  the  head  and  author  of  the  Abyffinian  priefthood  ;  the 
patriarch  iupplies  each  vacancy  with  an  Egyptian  monk  ;  and  the 
character  of  a  ftranger  appears  more  venerable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
people,  lefs  dangerous  in  thofe  of  the  monarch.  In  the  fixth  cen- 
tury, when  the  fchifm  of  Egypt  was  confirmed,  the  rival  chiefs,  with 
their  patrons,  Juftinian  and  Theodora,  drove  to  outftrip  each  other 
in  the  conqueft  of  a  remote  and  independent  province.    The  in- 


«s*  The  Chriftianity  of  the  Nubians, 
A.D.  1 153,  is  atteited  by  the  fherirF  al  Edri- 
fi,  falfely  defcribed  under  the  name  of  the 
Nubian  geographer  (p.  18.),  who  repre- 
fents  them  as  a  nation  of  Jacobites.  The 
rays  of  hiftorical  light  that  twinkle  in  the 
Hillory  of Renaudot  (p.  178.  220 — 224.281 
—  286.405.434.451.464.)  are  all  previous 
to  this  asra.  See  the  modern  ftate  in  the  Let- 
tres  Edinantes  (Recueil,  iv.)  and  Bufching 


(torn.  ix.  p.  152 —  159.  par  Berenger). 

tss  The  abuna  is  improperly  dignified  by 
the  Latins  with  the  title  of  patriarch.  The 
Ahyfiinians  acknowledge  only  the  four  patri- 
archs, and  their  chief  is  no  more  than  a  me- 
tropolitan or  national  primate  (Ludolph.  Hift. 
^thiopic.  et  Comment.  L  iii.  c.  7.).  The 
feven  bifhops  of  Renaudot  (p.  511.),  who 
exifted  A.  D.  1131,  are  unknown  to  the  hif- 
torian. 

duftry 
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duftry  of  the  emprefs  was  again  victorious,  and  the  pious  Theodora  c  hap. 

lias  eftablilhed  in  that  fequeftered  church  the  faith  and  difcipline  of  1  * 

the  Jacobites'56.  EncompafTed  on  all  fides  by  the  enemies  of  their 
religion,  the  ./Ethiopians  flept  near  a  thoufand  years,  forgetful  of 
the  world,  by  whom  they  were  forgotten.  They  were  awakened  by  Ttie  Portu- 

guefe  in 

the  Portuguefe,  who,  turning  the  fouthern  promontory  of  Africa,  Abyffinia, 

•  AD 
appeared  in  India  and  the  Red  Sea,  as  if  they  had  defcended  through  1525—1550, 

the  air  from  a  diftant  planet.    In  the  firft  moments  of  their  inter- 
view, the  fubjects   of  Rome  and  Alexandria  obferved  the  refem- 
blance,  rather  than  the  difference,  of  their  faith  j  and  each  nation  ex- 
peeled  the  moft  important  benefits  from  an  alliance  with  their 
Chriftian  brethren.    In  their  lonely  fituation,  the  ^Ethiopians  had 
almoft  relapfed  into  the  favage  life.    Their  velfels,  which  had  traded 
to  Ceylon,  fcarcely  prefumed  to  navigate  the  rivers  of  Africa  j  the 
ruins  of  Axume  were  deferted,  the  nation  was  fcattered  in  villages, 
and  the  emperor,  a  pompous  name,  was  content,  both  in  peace  and 
war,  with  the  immoveable  refidence  of  a  camp.    Confcious  of  their 
own  indigence,  the  AbyfTinians  had  formed  the  rational  project  of 
importing  the  arts  and  ingenuity  of  Europe'57;  and  their  ambaffadors 
at  Rome  and  Lifbon  were  inftructed  to  folicit  a  colony  of  fmiths, 
carpenters,  tilers,  mafons,  printers,  furgeons,  and  phyficians,  for  the 
ufe  of  their  country.    But  the  public  danger  fooii  called  for  the  in- 
ftant  and  effectual  aid  of  arms  and  foldiers,  to  defend  an  unwarlike 
people  from  the  Barbarians  who  ravaged  the  inland  country,  and 
the  Turks  and  Arabs  who  advanced  from  the  fea-coaft  in  more  for- 
midable array.    ^Ethiopia  was  faved  by  four  hundred  and  fifty  Por- 

156  1  know  net  why  Aflemannus  (Bibliot.  mind  of  Ludolphns  was  a  perfect  blank.  • 
Orient,  tcm.  ii.  p.  384  )  mould  call  in  quef-        157  Ludoiph.  Hift.  iEthiop.   J.  iv.  c. 

tion  thefe  probable  millions  of  Theodora  into  The  moll  neceflary  arts  are  now  exercifed  by 

Nubia  and  ./Ethiopia.    The  flight  notices  of  the  Jews,  and  the  foreign  trade  is  in  the  hands 

Abyflinia  till  the  year  1500  are  fupplied  by  of  the  Armenians.     What  Gregory  princi- 

Renaudot  (p.  336—341.  381,  382.  405.  443,  pally  admired  and  envied  was  the  indultry  of 

kz.  452.  456.  463.  475.  480.  511.  525.  Europe— artes  et  opilkia. 
^59 — 564.)  from  the  Coptic  writers.  The 
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C  XLVTI  P'  tuSue^c>         displayed  in  the  field  the  native  valour  of  Europeans, 

v,  ,  and  the  artificial  powers  of  the  mufquet  and  cannon.    In  a  moment 

of  terror,  the  emperor  had  promifed  to  reconcile  himfelf  and  his 
fubjec"r.s  to  the  Catholic  faith  ;  a  Latin  patriarch  reprefented  the  fu- 
premacy  of  the  pope  ,s8 ;  the  empire,  enlarged  in  a  tenfold  propor- 
tion, was  fuppofed  to  contain  more  gold  than  the  mines  of  America; 
and  the  wildeft  hopes  of  avarice  and  zeal  were  built  on  the  willing 
fubmiffion  of  the  Chriftiaris  of  Africa. 
Million  of         But  the  vows  which  pain  had  extorted,  were  forfworn  on  the  re- 

the  I  c  f u  its  i"Y"*  * 

A.  D.  1557.  turn  of  health.  The  Abyffinians  ftill  adhered  with  unfhaken  con- 
ftancy  to  the  Monophyfite  faith  j  their  languid  belief  was  inflamed 
by  the  exercife  of  difpute ;  they  branded  the  Latins  with  the  names 
of  Arians  and  Neftorians,  and  imputed  the  adoration  of  four  gods, 
to  thofe  who  feparated  the  two  natures  of  Chrift.  Fremona,  a  place 
of  worlhip,  or  rather  of  exile,  was  affigned  to  the  Jefuit  mifiionaries. 
Their  (kill  in  the  liberal  and  mechanic  arts,  their  theological  learn- 
ing, and  the  decency  of  their  manners,  infpired  a  barren  efteem; 
but  they  were  not  endowed  with  the  gift  of  miracles  "59,  and  they 
vainly  folicited  a  reinforcement  of  European  troops.  The  patience 
and  dexterity  of  forty  years,  at  length  obtained  a'  more  favourable 
audience,  and  two  emperors  of  Abyffinia  were  perfuaded  that  Rome 
could  enfure  the  temporal  and  everlafting  happinefs  of  her  votaries. 
The  firft  of  thefe  royal  converts  loft  his  crown  and  his  life ;  and  the 
rebel  army  was  fandtified  by  the  abuna^  who  hurled  an  anathema 
at  the,  apoftate,  and  abfolved  his  fubjects  from  their  oath  of  fidelity* 

158  John  Bermudez,  whofe  relation,  print-  ful  (Ludolph.  Comment.  N°  101.  p.  473  ). 
ed  at  Lilbon,    1569,    was    tranflated  into       159  Reli^io  Romana  .  •  .  .  nec  precibus  pa- 

Englifti  by  Purchas  (Pilgrims,  1.  vii.  c.  7.  trum  nec  miraculis  ab  ipfis  editis  /ufTuIcieba- 

p.  1 149,  &c.),  and  from  thence  into  French  tur,  is  the  uncontradicted  aflurancc  of  the 

by  La   Croze    (Chriftianifme    d'Ethiopie,  devout  emperor  bufneus  to  his  patriarch  Men- 

p.  92— 265.).    The  piece  is  curious;  but  dez  (Ludolph.  Comment.  N"  126.  p.  529.)  ; 

the  author  may  be  fufpe&ed  of  deceiving  and  fuch  aflurances  fliould  be  precioufly  kept 

Abyffinia,  Rome,  and  Portugal.    His  title  as  an  antidote  againll  any  marvellous  le- 

to  the  rank  of  patriarch  is  dark  and  doubt-  gends» 

2  The 


OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE.  619 
The  fate  of  Zadenghel  was  revenged  by  the  courage  arid  fortune  of  c  11  A  p« 

XLVII. 

Sufneus,  who  afcended  the  throne  under  the  name  of  Segued,  and  ■  w-  — r 
more  vigoroufly  profecuted  the  pious  enterprife  of  his  kinfman. 
After  the  amufement  of  fome  unequal  combats  between  the  Jefuits 
and  his  illiterate  priefts,-  the  emperor  declared  himfelf  a  profelyte  to 
the  fynod  of  Chalcedon,  prefuming  that  his  clergy  and  people  would 
embrace  without  delay  the  religion  of  their  prince.  The  liberty  of 
choice  was  fucceeded  by  a  law,  which  impofed,  under  pain  of  death, 
the  belief  of  the  two  natures  of  Chrift :  the  Abyflinians  were  en- 
joined to  work  and  to  play  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  Segued,  in  the  face 
of  Europe  and  Africa,  renounced  his  connection  with  the  Alex- 
andrian church.    A  Jefuit,  Alphonfo  Mendez,  the  Catholic  patriarch  Converfion 

of  the  em- 

of  -/Ethiopia,  accepted  in  the  name  of  Urban  VIII.  the  homage  peror, 
and  abjuration  of  his  penitent.  "  I  confefs,"  faid  the  emperor  on 
his  knees,  u  I  confefs  that  the  pope  is  the  vicar  of  Chrift,  the 
"  fucceflbr  of  St.  Peter,  and  the  fovereign  of  the  world.  To  him 
"  I  fwear  true  obedience,  and  at  his  feet  I  offer  my  perfon  and 
"  kingdom."  A  fimilar  oath  was  repeated  by  his  fon,  his  brother, 
the  clergy,  the  nobles,  and  even  the  ladies  of  the  court :  the  Latin 
patriarch  was  inverted  with  honours  and  wealth;  and  his  miffionaries 
erected  their  churches  or  citadels  in  the  moft  convenient  ftations  of 
the  empire.  The  Jefuits  themfelves  deplore  the  fatal  indifcretion  of 
their  chief,  who  forgot  the  mildnefs  of  the  gofpel  and  the  policy 
of  his  order,  to  introduce  with  hafty  violence  the  liturgy  of  Rome 
and  the  inquifition  of  Portugal.  He  condemned  the  ancient  prac- 
tice of  circumcifion,  which  health  rather  than  fuperftition  had  firft 
invented  in  the  climate  of  iEthiopia  160 .  A  new  baptifm,  a  new  ordi- 
nation 

160  I  am  aware  how  tender  is  the  queflion  cains,  torn.  ii.).  2.  That  it  was  pra&ifed  ir» 
of  circumcifion.  Yet  I  will  affirm,  i.  That  Ethiopia  long  before  the  introduction  of  Ju- 
the  Ethiopians  have  a  phyfical  reafon  for  the  daifm  or  Chriitianity  (Herodot.  1.  ii.  c.  104. 
circumcifion  of  males,  and  even  of  females  Marlham,  Canon  Chron.  p.  72,  73.).  "  In- 
(Recherches  Philofophiques  fur  les  Ameri-       fantes  circumeidunt  ob  eonfuetudinem  non 
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C  H  A  P.  nation  was  infli&ed  on  the  natives  ;  and  they  trembled  with  horror 
v_  when  the  moft  holy  of  the  dead  were  km  from  their  graves,  when 

the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  living  were  excommunicated  by  a  foreign 
prieft.    In  the  defence  of  their  religion  and  liberty,  the  Abyffinians 
rofe  in  arms  with  defperate  but  unfuccefsful  zeal.    Five  rebellions 
were  extinguifhed  in  the  blood  of  the  infurgents :  two  abunas  were 
flain  in  battle,  whole  legions  were  flaughtered  in  the  field,  or  fuffo- 
cated  in  their  caverns  ;  and  neither  merit,  nor  rank,  nor  fex,  could 
fave  from  an  ignominious  death  the  enemies  of  Rome.    But  the 
victorious  monarch  was  finally  fubdued  by  the  conftancy  of  the 
nation,  of  his  mother,  of  his  fon,  and  of  his  moft  faithful  friends. 
Segued  liftened  to  the  voice  of  pity,  of  reafon,  perhaps  of  fear  ;  and 
his  edidt  of  liberty  of  confcience  inftantly  revealed  the  tyranny  and 
weaknefs  of  the  Jefuits.    On  the  death  of  his  father,  Bafilides  ex- 
pelled the  Latin  patriarch,  and  reftored  to  the  wifhes  of  the  nation 
Final  expul-   the  faith  and  difcipline  of  Egypt.    The  Monophyfite  churches  re- 
Jefths,*6     founded  with  a  fong  of  triumph,  "  that  the  fheep  of  ^Ethiopia  were 
A.D.  1632,  <t  now  delivered  from  the  hysenas  of  the  Weft;"  and  the  gates  of 
that  folitary  realm  were  for  ever  fhut  againft  the  arts,  the  fcience, 
and  the  fanaticifm  of  Europe  ,6'. 

«'  oH  Judaifmum,"  fays  Gregory  the  Abyf-  fuits,  efpecially  from  the  General  Hiftory  of 
finian  prieft  (apud  Fabric.  Lux  Chriftiana,  Tellez,  publifhed  in  Portuguefe  at  Conimbra, 
p.  720.).  Yet,  in  the  heat  of  difpute,  the  1660.  We  might  be  furprifed  at  their  franlc- 
Portuguefe  were  fometimes  branded  with  the  nefs ;  but  their  moft  flagitious  vice,  the  fpirit 
name  of  uncircumcifed  (La  Croze,  p.  80.  of  perfecution,  was  in  their  eyes  the  moft  me- 
Ludolph.  Hift.  and  Comment,  l.iii.  c.  1.).  ritorious  virtue.  Ludolphus  pofleffed  fome, 
*6'  The  thrse  proteftant  hiftorians,  Lu-  though  a  flight,  advantage  from  the  ^Echiopic 
dolphus  (Hift.  vEthiopica,  Francofurt.  1681;  language,  and  the  perfonal  converfation  of 
Commentarius,  1691  ;  Relatio  Nova,  &c.  Gregory,  a  free-fpirited  Abyffinian  prieft, 
1693,  in  folio),  Geddes  (Church  Hiftory  of  whom  he  invited  from  Rome  to  the  court  of 
./Ethiopia,  London,  1696,  in  8vo),  and  La  Saxe-Gotha.  See  the  Theologia  yEthiopica 
Croze  (Hift.  du  Chriftianifme  d'Ethiopie  et  of  Gregory,  in  Fabricius,  Lux  Evangelii, 
d'Armenie,  La  Haye,  1739,  in  izrao),  have  p.  716 — 734.. 
drawn  their  principal  materials  from,  the  Je- 
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